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foreign offices, Panama's candidature won the unani
mc',s support of the Latin American countries.

6. Now that my country has b(~en elected, I wish, on
behalf of the Government and people of Panama, to
convey my warmest thanks to the countries of America
for their gen~rous support and to all States which
voted for us. In the position to which it had the
honour of being elected yesterday [695th meeting],
Panama will dedicate itself unceasingly to the service
of the United Nations as the authentic spokesman for
the Latin American viewpoint and as the faithful inter
preter of the ideals which are the life's blood of the
Latin American democracies.
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7. The Government of Panama is perfectly aware that
the Security Council is the organ of the United Nations
which has the most delicate and important functions,
for it is the organ primarily responsible for the
maintenance of peace, security and international
justice.

3. Panama will take its seat in the Secnrity Council
not in order to satisfy any ~eeIings of international
vanity but to fulfil an honourable and lofty responsi
bility: to seek with the utmost determination to
strengthen international co-operation so that it be
comes clear and unmistakable.

'I.•

AGENDA ITEM 9

General debate (continued)

1. Mr. BOYD (Panama) (translated from ~anish):

The delegation of Panama, which enthusiastically
supported the election of Sir Leslie Munro, has great
pleasure in seeing him presiding over thfi-twelfth
session of the General Assembly of the United Nations
and congratulates him on the high honour which has
been bestowed upon his country in his person.

2. The gesture of the eminent statesman Mr. Charles
Malik, in withdrawing his candidature in order. that the
representative of New Zealand might be elected almost 9. Panama will take its seat in the Security Council
unanimously, is a proof that even in this era of gross to help strengthen faith in the democratic way of life.
matbdal interests higher spiritual values can prevail. With sincerity and without jingoism, with simple joy
3. My delegation also wishes to congratulate the and without desire forfoolish self-praise, we can state
Secretary-General on the extension of his term of that Panama has br.:en and is a genuinely democratic
office for a further five years in recognition of the country and that its history provides a good example

of a clean and honest struggle in defence of freedom
competence and responsibility with which he has dis- and justice. Panama, a country torn asunder in order
charged his functions. to unite the world, has been a sentinel and a warrior, .
4. Fortunately, the spirit of conciliation which char- a strong arm and a fortress, and a torchbearer for
acterized the election of the President of the Assem- freedom in two worl(.~ wars. Ther.e is no single instance
bly is not the only example of unity and harmony in in its history when it has failed to uphold democratic
the United Nations. Thanks to the friendly co-operation ideals ..
shown by the foreign offices of Argentina and the 10. In the Security Council, Panama will strive to
Dominican Republic, the family of American nations ensure respect for fundamental human rights; it will
has also acted in harmony by unanimously agreeing
to put forward Panama as the single Latin American wor.k for a valid system of safeguarding human rights
candidate for one of the seats in the Securi!Y Council so that man' 5 basic achievements are not left open to
traditionally assigned to that region. This dec1Sion is attack by the enemies of peace; and so that the ideals
all the more important for small countries like ours of universal harmony shall not remain mere· empty
in that it represents a vigorous reaffirmation of the words but become firm guaranties of solidarity and
principle of rotation in the membership of United co-operation.
Nations bodies and gives full force to the principle of 11. The concept of justice is not limited to specific
the legal equality of States which also implies equal circumstances or applicable only at certain times; it
responsibility in serving the United Nations. is of universal validity. That is why, in the Security
5. My country became a candidate for this high posi- Council, Panama will speak up in defence m. the in
tion in the United Nations in the most spontaneous and alterable principles of equity and will vigorously
disinterested way. Certain friendly countries thought it oppose those who seek to reduce man to a mere
fair that Panama should be represented on the Secur- cipher.
ity Council and offered their enthusiastic support. 12. The small countries, by the very nature of their
Then, following cordial negotiations between our interests, usually appraise with reasonable objectivity
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and fairness the conflicts which torment the world, portance, would mean the total and immediate destruc
particularly when their Governments are the genuine tion of the capital and probably of the c~ty of Col6n,
expression of the will of the people and when their which is second in importance to it in size and popula
representatives act with dignity and courage. The tion. My delegation is filled with grave concern, not
experience of the last session of the General Assem- only when we think of Panama, but also when we
bly has shown the decisive part which certain small consider the whole AmerIcan continent and the small
countries have played in the solution of the gravest defenceless countries of Europe, Asia and Africa.
international disputes. ?to. The problems of peace which concern the United
13. Undoubtedly, the intervention of the United Nations Nations are inevitably linked with political, legal,
in the Suez Canal conflict was an extraordinary triumph humanitarian, social and economic problems within
for our Organization. The United Nations not only the Organization's competence. So long as the United
succeeded in preventing the spread of hostilities but Nations has not solved certain of these important
also managed to end them qUickly. The speed and problems, it will be unable to solve the problem of
efficiency with which the United Nations Emergency disarmament.
Force was able to re-open the Canal to shipping is 21. In the political field, for example, it is incon
the most striking proof of what decisive international ceivable that there should still be nations divider(
action and r~spect for United Nations decisions can do. artificially and without representation in the United
14. We must recognize and applaud the conduct of one Nations. The most obvious case is Germany and we
great Power during this unhappy conflict. I refer to the might also mention Korea and Viet-Nam.
United States. Its action was all the more laudable 22. At this point, I would like to digress for a
because there were other allied Powers involved, with moment ~ extend a cordial welcome to the new
which it had long standing bonds of friendship. However, States, Ghana and the Federation of Malaya, which
the United States consistently followed a policy of co- have just joined us. At the same time, I hope that those
operation with Ule United Nations and resolutely sup- countries which are still unjustly being kept out Clf the
ported all its decisions. United Nations will soon be admitted.
15. Panama, which like Egypt, has on its territory a 23. In the legal field, it is abnormal that the excessive
Canal which joins two oceans, cannot remain indifferent h Id t it b in
to the sufferings of that distant country whose interests rigidity of the Charter s ou preven s e g re-
are so similar to its own. vised in the light of recent international changes.

Panama has always considered that international
16. There are those who consider that the United agreements, whether multilateral or bilateral, should
Nations failed to achieve the same success with regard be amended to keep pace with the changes in the rela
to Hungary as it did in the conflictin Egypt. However, tionships which they govern.
this does not mean that the United Nations did not 24. Panama, which has always honoured its inter
act decisively, diligently and efficiently. What is so national commitments, has urged periodically and
lamentable and blameworthy in the case of Hungary is through direct negotiation, the revision of the treaties
that the aggressor and the Hungarian Government which which govern our relations with the United States
came to power as a result of the aggression have regarding the Panama Canal. In 1955, the Rem6n
refused to respect the measures taken by the United Eisenhower Treaty was drawn up, together with the
Nations and have not carried out its recommendations memorandum of understanding which recognizes cer
and decisions. The Soviet Union and the present tain of my country's aspirations.
Hungarian Government have committed i serious
error in so doing and those who believe that the free 25. This treaty, which is awaiting approval by the
world can aver forget the horrible crimes perpetrated United States Congress, contains a laov' establishing a
in Hungary are greatly mistaken. single salary scale and the principle of equal advance-

ment and retirement pensions for Panamanians and
17. The delegation of Panama has faith in the United United States nationals w.Jrldng in the Canal Zone.
Nations and every confidence in its ability to prevent This law is essential for the complete and effective
conflicts, curb threats to fundamental freedoms and implementation of the treaty. We sincerely believe
establish bonds of real friendship among the great that, if this law is applied, we shall be putting into
variety of peoples represented in it. This confidence practice in this strip of our territory, over which
is not the capricious result of light-headed optimism Panama has always maintCtmed sovereignty, the uni-
but the fruit of a serious and deliberate analysis of its versal principle of equal pay for equal workfor which
accomplishments. we have been fighting for so many years.
18. The United Nations had brought its great authority 26. In the social field, It is inadmissible that there
to bear on the most serious, most difficult and most should stUI exist colonial and semi-colonial countries
dangerous problem now confronting the world, that of where the indi~enous inhabitants are discriminated
controlling the outrageous armaments race. We lmow against, exploited and subjected to an interior wage
that the Sub-committee of the United Nations Disarma- system solely on grounds of nationality and race. In
ment Commission met in London until recently without this respect, the Declaration signed in Panama on
reaching any definite solution. It will therefore be for the occasion of the meeting of American Presidents
this Assembly to discuss and to solve this complex held in our capital in 1956 constitutes the most sub-
problem. Although it possesses only a limited war lime profession of faith in the human race that has
potential, Panama will do everything in its power to ever been conceived.
bring about an agreement which lessens the possibility 27. In the humanitarian field, it is shameful that there
of a new armed conflict. are still peoples who are denied their fundamental
19. An atomic attack on the Panama Canal, which rights and who, in spite of their maturity, remain
links two oceans and which is of vital strategic im- under the yoke of foreign oppres~ionand are prevented
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charity or do nothing for themselves. But it is obvious.
that, however much they strive, they cannot improve
their economic structure unless there is a better
and fairer relationship between them and the highly
industrialized countries with which they are com
pelled to trade.

33. The economy of my own country requires more
assistance from the United Nations, and more effec
tive help from its true friends in order to stimulate
its agriculture and industries for the permanent
benefit of all its people.

34. Recent public administrations have tried hard
to establish new sources of wealth and to diversify the
national economy. Development and credit institutions
are giving more and more assistance to the peasant
and to the farmer. Various laws have recently been
promulgated to encourage foreign capital investments
and we have signed contracts with United States and
European companies ~~r exploring and exploiting some
of the resources of our sub-soil.

35. Panama looks with optimism towards the Special
United Nations Fund for Economic Deve10pment which
the Organization has so wisely proposed. We trust that
during this session the Fund will meet with the
enthusiastic and sincere support of the great Powers
so that its proposed aims may become a reality. As
a consequence, unsound economies and unhealthy eco
nomic relationships will begin to disappear. And as
we go forward along this path we shall feel that we are
advancing on solid ground towards real agreement on
disarmament, peace and sincere international co
operation.

36. Amid the anxieties and misgivings which beset
human beings today, only the United Nations can
raise the flag of hope, extend the area of agreement
between peoples and strengthen the civil atld political
rights of mankind. Towards these ends the delegation
of Panama will work wholeheartedly at this twelfth
session of the General Assembly.

37. Mr. NUNEZ PORTUONDO (Cuba) (translated
from Spanish): The Cuban delegation's purpose in
participating in this general debate is to state bri~fly,

owing to the great number of speakers listed, Our
Government's views on the most important items on
our agenda.

38. Also, we should like to lay before the delegations
for their considerationwhat might be called a summary
of our country's economic situation and the great work
carried out by O',lT Government in the past few years
in spite of the difficulties that have arisen. These
difficulties are due chiefly to the unremitting action
taken by the Cuban Government againstthe infiltration
of international Communism into the island and to our
staunch stand in the United Nations in defence of the
democracies, in opposition to a new imperialism and
a new colonialism which, it would seem, will yield only
to those moral and material forces which are opposing
it and will make their final triumph impossible.

39. We consider dtsarmamsnt th~ most important
item on our agenda. \Ve have stated repeatedly that,
although it is true that only the great Powers can
effectively solve this problem - since they are the
only ones capable of launching a total war - it is
equally true that those nations which do not have
great military strength are those that suffer most

from deciding their own destiny. Over and above
agreement of a political nature, the Latin Americans
respect the principle of non-intervention in the
domestic affairs of other States, but we protest when
this argument is used as a pretext for subjugating
defenceless peoples.

28. Panama considers that every people capable of
self-government should enjoy peace, freedom and
justice. To claim that oppressive r~gimes should be
maintained because peoples have not yet reached
sufficient maturity to enjoy freedom is fallacious in
the extreme. The rights of the human person cannot
be the exclusive heritage of minorities which set
themselves up as superior beings.

29. In defence of these guaranties, my delegation
wishes to state that it has suppol'ted the Convention on
the Prevention. and F~nishment of the Cr1me of
Genocide and that it will strive to ensure that the
validity of that Convention is not undermined by Ull

fortunate interpretations. All aspirations to freedom
must be unanimously supported; otherwise, we should
place in doubt our creative, dignifying and inalienable
right to determine our own destiny.

30. As the United Nations is an organi~ation with such
vast functions and such high aims, it is necessary
to strengthen faith among men. In this connexion it
may be well to r~)call the words spoken a year ago by
the present President of the Republic of Panama,
Mr. de la Guardia. Although they refer to the social
climate of the Isthmus of Panama, they also havt' a
universal application:

IfFor a long time it has been said that people
believe in nothing and no one. There are certainly
many proofs to strengthen this opinion. Above this
prevailing atmosphere of pessimism, I wish to
raiRe a voice ringing with sLicerity, and I hope .it
will not fall entirely upon deaf ears. It is a voic,e
calling upon you to conquer the past and to encouragt~

people by diligent and couragqr.us work to search
their souls and rediscover faith and confidence in 3,

better future. It is a voice which, guided by confident
visions of the future, seeks to bring relieffrom this
stifling pessimism which day after day proclaims the
loss of hope and the impossibility of any improve
ment. If

31. In the economic fie~.i, the fact that so many coun
tries remain insufficiently developed causes universal
disequilibrium, instability and disappointment. These
countries are frequently told that they should follow
the example of the great industrial nations which
achieved their present high level of expansion and
wealth by their own efforts. However, any student of
political economy knows that such sententious advice
is false when it is applied to the times in which we
live. The circumstances in which those powerful and
wealthy nations came to the tore were very d!fferent.

32. In the world today, a small number of indushial
countries, which have reat;:hed a stage of maximum
economic saturation and diversification, are sur
rounded by an enormous number of under-developed
countries which are generally dependent on a single
primary commodity and whose economies gravit.ate
~exorably around the large industrial countries. It is
absurd to ask these under-developed countries which
are so dependent on others to help themselves. Of
caursla, no one wants them to live on international
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47. The Cuban delegation subscribes unreservedly to
the Berlin Declaration of 29 July 1957, signed by the
Governments of France, the United Kingdom, the
United States, and the Federal Republic of Germany,
in which all other States are informed of the urgent
necessity of achieving rapidly the much desired
unification of Germany.

48. We are astounded too that Soviet statesmen, who
always analyse problems in accordance with ma
terialistic principles, do not realize that for their
own security the right of self-determination must be
fully granted to those peoples in Europe and Asia
whose lands are occupied by the Soviet Army. This
could be achieved through broad guaranties to the
effect that under no circumstances would those
liberated peoples become belligerents against the
Soviet Union itself.

49. The Cuban delegation is in a position to collabo
rate to the full extent of its ability in all measures
deslgned to reach at least preliminary agreements in
attempting to 301ve this vast problem affecting all
mankind. But under no circumstances would it cast
its vote in support of any proposal which, yielding to
the pressure of biased and skilfully directed propa
ganda, would represent a renunciation of freedom and
independence for the peoples of this part ofthe world,
and of their right to live according to their traditional
democratic principles.

50. The Algerian question was the subject of much
discussion durL,g the eleventh session of the General
Assembly, at which the Cuban delegation eJCpressed its
views. It cannot change those 'Views for fundamental
reasons which I shall briefly summarize.

51. The Charter of the United Nations - which, of
course, should be more Widely disseminated among
the peoples of the world so that they would not con
sider the Organization as a body to provide solutions
to internal political problema of the Member States,
solutions which are always requested to suit the taste
of the party making the request .' is our constitution,
and therefore its provisions are mandatory upon all
Member States. Article 2, paragraph 't, of the Charter
reads as follows:

"Nothing contained in the present Charter shall
authorize the United Nations to intervene in matters
which are essentially within the domestic jurisdic
tion of any state or shall require the Members to
submit such matters to settlement under the present
Charter•.• "

52. We have said this before and we repeat it again.
When France joined the United Nations it considered
Algeria, unlike Morocco and Tunisia, as an integral
part (If its national territory. Several Member States

J£C1I.UiJ UWa ztd1UJ)Ii ,

frem wars, withont ever reapiDg any benefits from 46. Furthermore, the Cuban delegation sincerely
the outcome of wars. That is why we are presenting believes that it is contrary to the most elementary
our views, for right and truth are not a monopoly of rules of logic even to suppose that alasting peace can
the great Powers. be achieved as long as the division of Germany,

against all principles of justice, is maintained. We
cannot understand how Soviet statesmen can imagine
that this division can be made permanent without
endangering international peace. It is an artificial
division of the State which has the greatel:jt economic
potential in all Europe and of a people who constitute
an entity and have one of the world's most advanced
cultures.

40. The problem of disarmament must not be con
sidered without taking into consideration certain
circumstances which are fundamental in placing the
question in its proper context. As long as we do n')t
do this, any statements made in this Assembly will
be futile. The Assembly should never be used as a
forum for propaganda intended to deceive unwary
nations.

41. There is one fact that cannot be denied: it is the
reason why the situation is so complicated. During
and after the War, the so-called Wester~l Powers

. ended their political domination over thousands of
square kilometres of territory, and millions of human
beings acquired the right to be called citizens of
independent and sovereign States. India, Pakistan,
Burma, Tunisia, Morocco, Sudan, Ghana, the Federa
tion of Malaya, the Philippin9S, Laos, Cambodia,
Viet-Nam, among others, serve to demonstrate the
accuracy of our statements.

42. While this was taking place, we were alarmed to
note the rise of the new imperialism and a new
colonialism threatening the freedom of all mankind.
One State seized control of thousands, millions even,
of square kilometres of foreign territory, and imposed
its pitiless yoke on millions of hitherto free men,
women and children. That the number of subjugated
peoples was not greater was due to the decision of the
United Nations and the exceptional sacrifices of the
United States and its allies, which routed aggression
in Korea. Thus it was possible to save Soutt~ Viet-Nam
from subjugation by a State which was overrunning
peoples and territories.

43. This background, which is apparent to all and can
not be denied with mere rhetoric, iA what is destroying
the mutual trust essential to any discussion of disarma
ment. As long as guaranties acceptable to all' parties
are not provided, it would seem futile to hope for any
favourable outcome from the negotiations. It is well to
remember the obvious fact that it is due only to the
strength of the United States in atomic weapons that
it has been possible for the restofthe world to remain
free.

44. In our view, and we say this with full awareness
of our responsibility, all that renunciation of atomi~

weapons ropresents, in the absence of complete and
absolute guaranties that aggression will not be un
leashed following such renunciation, would be an act
of imprudence which the great Western Powers can
not risk.

45. The Soviet Union too is entitled to insist on
guaranties. We do not deny this. But such guaranties
have been offered to it in profusion. Yet when the
Western Powers request guaranties to protect them
against surprise attacks, atomic tests and secret
manufacture of nuclear weapons, the Soviet Govern
ment balks at granting them and launches a vast
propaganda campaign through its militant communists
and fellow-travellers in all parts of the world, whose
sole purpose is to prove that it wants to abolish the
use of atomic weapons in order to be able to launch its
final and complete conquest.

QIU$W $ i1JuU!tutiP&sJJUa,CZiUUCS[ a;; 2ab 1i 2iS
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development of other nations will redound to their,
own benefit as well. This cannot be achieved solely
through a flow of private capital to our countries; we
also need anothe r kind of economic assistance to
enable us to undertake non-self-amortizing projects,
which are essential for the welfare of our people.
Hence we shall devote our utmost attention to an item
on the agenda we have before us concerning the estab
lishment of a Special United Nations Fund for Eco
nomic Development.

59. It would seem appropriate, since I am now
referring to economic subjects, to give a broad out
line at this point of the economic situation in Cuba
and the steps we have been taking to solve some of our
most pressing problems.

60. In order to gJ.ve a clear picture of the present
econ.omic situation in Cuba, we must go back to the
conditions prevailing during the prosperous years of
1951 and 1952, in which our nation achieved excep
tionally high exports - principally of sugar - invested
part of the funds raised through the Government loan
of 1950-1980, floated in the amount oi $120 million,
&nd - in the second of those two years - harvested the
greatest crop ever achieved in the history of Cuban
sugar production. After those years, as a result of
the impact of the immense volume of the 1952 sugar
produ.ction upon a conspicuously inadequate market,
there appeared a depression trend which originated
in the sugar industry, but which tended to spread
disastrously throughout the entire national economy.

61. In 1952, the present Government of Cuba, under
the Presidency of Mr. Batista y Zaldfvar, started the
process of recovery, with such complete success that
in 1956 the national income reached the 1952 levels
and the sugar depression was wiped out. This was
done, first, through a compensatory policy based on
deficit spending, on the one hand, and public credit,
on the other hand, plus the carrying out of emergency
public works; and secondly, through a policy of eco
nomic development initiated in order to attain a given
tempo of investment in agriculture, industry, mining,
railways, ship-building, and the like, through various
official credit institutions and private initiative.

62. All these measures, together with a 1957 sugar
crop that exceeded 6.5 millioD. tons, with excellent
prices on both the world and the North American
markets - although improvement in the latter area
was not so pronounce d - led to the economic situations
prevailing this year.

63. Owing to high private and public investments in
industrial and agricultural development plans, the
recurrence of an abundant sugar cropwith high selling
prices, and high public expenditures, the economic
situation in 1957 has been satisfactory. This combina
tion of factors - until 1957 the last of them was
missing from the national economic picture - will no
doubt continue throughout the year. The result, readily
predictable at this juncture, will be that gross national
prodnct, which in 1956 was slightly under $2,500
million, will probably reach $3,000 million in 1957,
the:reby providing an increase of perhaps 20 par cent
in the national income and the highest total ever
reached.

64. So substantial a rise in employment and living
levels will be evidenced - as it is already - in higher
figures for exports, imports, bankdeposits, as regards
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have overseas provinces which they consider to be
integral parts of their national territory) ,and so
would the United States if Hawaii became a State 01
the Union. At the time France became a founding
Member of the United Nations, no Member State
objected to having Algeria considered an integral part
of its national territory. This problem has arisen in
the past few years.

53. The Cuban delegation feels that it will be possible
for the United Nations to act in this matter only in so
far as France accepts such action. What the French
Government does not agree to discuss would be out
side our competence. This does not prevent us from
expressing the hope that a settlement of this problem
may be achieved in keeping with the noble traditions of
a nation which the people of Latin America love and
admire so much.

54. On the agenda of the current session of the
Assembly there is a draft code of offences against
the peace and security of mankind, whose title is not
in keeping with its content. Thirs draft introduces a
mutilated definition of genoc.' ': and makes Communism
immune to charges of such offences. The result is that
the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide, a convention ratified by fifty
five nations~ would be repealed. There is no dOllbt that
endeavours are being made to reach a settlement which
would combine the definition of genocide with the so
called inhuman acts carried out against the civil
population, which is a vague legal definition.

55. In accordance with the Convention on Genocide,
constitutionally responsible rulers, public officials and
private individuals may be held criminally responsible.
Under the draft code, private individuals do not bear
criminal responsibility. The Communist Party of the
Soviet Union is composed of private individuals; ac
cordingly, it would be declared immune from any crimi
nal charge. The history of the Communist Party is a
long chain of acts of genocide, several of which have
been admitted by Mr. Khrushchev, and the most recent
of which were the atrocities committed in Hungary.

56. Furthermore, in contradiction with the principles
of individual responsibility in criminal law, in the
draft code, the authorities of a State ar"e held respons
ible. Private individuals can be considered responsible
as an exception, but only if they acted at the instiga
tion of the state authorities. However, everyone knows
that in the Soviet Union the Government acts at the
instigation of members of the Communist Party, and
not the other way around.

57. In theAe circumstances, the Go'vernment ofCuba,
which is proud to have initiated, together with the
Governments of India and Panama, the Convention
on Genocide in the United Nations, strongly protests
against this attempt to thwart any progress in the
application of this civilizing concept. We hope thatthe
General Assembly will reject the draft code of offences,
since to adopt it at this time would be detrimental
to ~~e community of nations.

58. For the majority of Member States, which, like
Cuba are classified as under-developed cour..tries,
economic questions acquire exceptional importance.
We maintain our opinion that the highly industrialized,
and therefore wealthy, countries must realize that
their privileged situation entails moral obligations
and that in the long run a contributionto the economic
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both current and savings accounts, the public revenue,
and so forth; and for 1967 these figures are expected
to be the highest ever reached in Cuba's economic
history. Here it is only fair to state that it has been
possible to achieve all this only through the effective
co-operation of the National Bank of Cuba, which is
presided over with unerring skill and integrity by
Mr. Martmez Saenz.

55. With respect to public 'Works, to cite only one of
th9 activities of the Government of President Batista,
the Ministry of Public Works, headed by Mr. Arroyo
Marquez, has carried out the following projects.

66. In the past few years, plans have been made for
construction of 3,132 kilometres of main highways.
One hundred and for~~-two of the planned highways
have been completed and the remaining eighty-nlna
are in process of construction and will be finished
soon. Fifteen new hospitals, with ml>re than 4,000 beds,
have been completed. Sixty-one new bridges hav~ been
completed and five more are ur..Jer construction. Two
hundred and eighty-three strebts have been provided
with sewers, drainage and paVing, and work on seven
teen others is in progress. Fifty-three two-way
avenues have been extended, prOVided with drains and
paved; similar work is proceeding on thirty-three
more.

67. These public works carried out by the Govern
ment of Cuba are in addition to those we mentioned
[600th meeting] during the general debate at the
eleventh session of the Genaral Assembly.

68. By an overwhelming majority, the GeneralAssem
bly in its eleventh session [576th meeting] agreed to
place the question of Hungary on the agenda of the
current session. Not to have done SC" would have been
to fail in an obvious duty. As long as that unfortunate
country continues to be occupied by the armed forces
of a fo" ..gn power, the United Nations must use all
the mcanl'& at its command to effect the liberation of a
people, such as the Hungarian people, whose history
and the courage it has displayed entitle it to the sup
port of all honest men through.out the world.•

69. The question of Hungary continues to be a source
of anxiety to the Government and the people of Cuba.
We have said so on several occasions and we repeat
it now. The United Nations cannot be divided into
Member states who comply with the resol':ltions of the
General Assembly, and one State - which, it is true,
has great military strength - which systematically
flouts them and shows Olympian contempt for the
opinion of the great majority of the Members of the
United Nations.

70. The delegation of Cuba considers it essential
that we should not approve the credentid,ls presented
by the representatives of the Kadar rt1gime, who
obviously do not represent either the Hungarian
nation or the Hungarian people. We feel that if the
General Assembly did not approve their credentials
when the events which had occurred in Hungary had
not yet been officially proved, it would be contrary
to the most elementary principles of logic and law to
approv, them now when we have an official report from
the Special Committee on the problem of Hungary
[A/3592] in which there is a plethora of evidence that
the Kadar rt1gime has been imposed on the country by
the invading forces of the Soviet Union.

71. We have great faith in the frequently demons..
trated skill of Prince Wan Wfltithayakon, to whom the
General Assembly has entrusted the difficult mission
of obtaining f!'om the Moscow Government and the
Budapest r~gime a satisfactory solution of the Hun..
garian problem. We wholeheartedly wish him complete
success in all his efforts.
72. The delegation of Cuba has come to the current
Assembly, as always, to work with the greatest
enthusiasm and good faith for the cause of inter
national peace. We shall do our utmost to help to
achieve satisfactory solutions to the extremely ser~uus

problems which affect the whole world. We feel that if
the pri.nciples of Christian charity are put into practice
it will be possible to solve the majority of the prob
lems diViding us, for the good of all peuples and for
the greater glm"Y of the United Nations.

73. Mr. SHUKAIRY (Saudi Arabia): Here we are in
solemn assembly again, and once more we meet to
survey the past, tackle the present and map out the
future. It is a supreme task, but its completion is
endless, For no sooner do we deal with the present
and future, then they pass to the realm of history and
we have only to face a new present and a new future.
ThUS, in our search,for peace, in our struggle for
liberty, in our quest for justice, the United Nations
in fact is in continuous session. Indeed, in this atomic
age we are called upon to be in the field at all times,
always ready for action without retirement or resigna
tion.

74. The United Nations, however, canhandleinterna
tional situations only With a true understanding of the
facts, and nothing but the facts. A mistaken appraisal
might lead to a breach of the peace, especially where
the region concerned is highly inflammable. I do not
wish to talk in the abstract. I have in mind a vivid
illustration that is just to the point. From this rostrum
there has been a Jreat deal of loud talk about Arab
nationalism. The Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Greece, in a highly valued analysis, has enriched
international knowledge with a moat eloquent state
ment on Arab nationalism [689th meeting]. On the
other hand, statements of a different character made
here in the Assembly, have attributed to Arab na
tionalism dangers, perils and what not. I must declare
here before this august body that there is nothing
dange:t:'ous about Arab nationalism. It is only when
any national movement is misunderstood that danger
becomes imminent. The truth is thatArab nationalism
is a peacefUl, constructive and creative movement. It
seeks friendship and international co-operation upon
equal terms and mutual respect. Dynamic as it may be,
Arab nationalism has no plans for aggression or
expansion of any sort or of any character.

75. As ancient as the Arab world, Arab nationalism
has preceded the present conflict of ideologies that
divide the world into c~mps and blocs. Although
Arab nationalism is undergoing the inevitable process
of exchange, of give and take, no foreign indoctrina
tion in the Arab world is taking place or will ev&!'
take place.

76. As to the main objectives, Arab nationalism
stands for the final liberation of every span of Arab
territory from the Persian Gulf to the Atlantic
Ocean. Furthermore, Arab nationalism striv~s to shape
our economic and social systems in accordance with
our own needs and the best of our national traditions.
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tion in the Middle East, reserving the right to submit
concrete proposals. The case as stated, however,
does not disclose a problem that could legitimately
be discussed by the United Nations. We were told 
and this is the case against Syria - that the true
patriots of Syria have been driven from positions
of power. We were told also that Syria is getting
arms from the Soviet Union, thereby endangering
the security of its neighbours. This is the gist of the
case against Syria. Clearly this is no matter that can
be seized by the General Assembly. The affairs of
Syria are for SyX"ia and :lot foI' the United Nations.
Who is in power and who is not in power in Syri... is the
concern of Syria alone; it is not the concern of the
United Nations. We are here to deal only with inter
national questions. We are not hore to deal with the
change of leaders or with the change of Governments.
This domestic realm of internal affairs must remain
immune, for it has been declared immune in the
Charter.

80. As for the arms deal, we see no v?Jid justifica
tion to interfere. Every State has the sacred right
and duty to secure its defence and safety. All States
represented in the General Assembly are engaged
in arms shopping, seeking arms here and there. I am
very sorry to use this fantastic term "arms shopping" ,
but this is the term which describes what has been
taking place so far with regard to the arms race. In
this regard, Syria is neither the first nor the last. In
any event, it is no luxury for Syria, nor is Syria the
only amateur in this field.

81. Syria's defence build up, however, is no danger
to any neighbour - and I wish to stress, to any
neighbour. All Member States are preoccupied with
building up their defence, and there is hardly any
Member in the General Assembly withoutaneighbour.
Syria is not at fault fJecal1se it has more than one
neighbour. With Turkey as a neifl'hbour, Syria's
defence ,should be no reason whatsoever for alarm.
Syria, out of determined policy let alone physical
potential~ties, harbours no malicious designs against
Turkey. As regards Syria's Arab neighbours, it is
nonsensical fun to speak of dangAr. The elemer.~ary

truth is that no danger would arise one way or the
other. It is unthiDkable that any Arab country could be
a source of peril to any other Arab country. It is
inconceivable for any Arab soldier to be a menace to
any Arab State. Differences of opinion may exist
among Arab States. This is natural and understandable.
But for Mr. Lloyd to refer to the latest note from
Jordan to Syria as an indication o£ danger is an
argument entirely devoid of any atom of truth. What
m&.~r possibily arise amongst Arab States are diver
gencies, but never emergencies. This is the absolute
truth that I can convey to the General Assembly in
unequivocal terms. As for Israel, an armistice
neighbour, Syria is not at fault should a neighbour
d;sturb the water, as the old story goes.

82. It is thus clear that the matters raised in regard
to Syria do not fall within the competence of the
General As~embly. We shall therefore strongly oppose
any discussion touching upon matters relating to the
affairs of Syria. saudi Arabia shall stand ~ Syria
in the defence of its sovereignty and independence.
Saudi Arabia will not fail to discharge this duty, a
duty which springs not only from pacts but from the
strongest bonds of Arab brotherhoed.

697th meeting .. 2 October 1957

It is our aim that all aspects of our life should spring
from within, making our past, present and future a
living, Vibrant, continuing reality. In particular, our
defence build-up is to be our own. It is exclusively
dedicated for defence and defence only. Our whole
military set up, with its bases, arms and equipment
from whatever source they may come, are exclusively
in the service of Arab sovereignty and independence.
Mr. Lloyd, in his statement before the General
Assembly [685th meeting], charged that arms de..
livered by the Soviet Union to certain Arab countries
are intended "to pre- stock forward bases for the Soviet
Union...•" This is sheer fallacy. It is nothing but an
insult to our national honour, which we must reject
outright without hesitation. We must declare, however,
that Arab armies, no matter of what colour their
equipment may be, have one single allegiance, one
single loyalty, one single flag. It is Arab nationalism.
No ope should, therefore, be deceived or become the
victim of his own deception, imagination, humiliation,
if I am allowed to put it in this way.

77. I must emphasize that in dealing at length with
Arab nationalism, I am not going out of my way. The
question of the Middle East has now become part of
our general debate. Should it procet:;d in the mannGr
it started, it is likely to be the major question of the
session. Mr. Dulles and Mr. Gromyko [680th and
681st meetings] have dealt in detail with the general
situation of the Middle East. Mr. Lloyd also has stated
the position of the United Kingdom on this question.
Other delegations have expressed their views one way
or the other. We have witnessed attacks and counter
attacks; we 1:lave heard proposals and counter-pro
posals. In the heat of the debate, it appeared as
though the Middle East had become an orphan with no
say in the matter. The Middle East seems to be dragged
into the cold war whether it wills that or not. But
the central fact is that the Arab States are fully
independent and fully sovereign. The Arab States are
fully represented here in the General Assembly.
Their affairs are their own and no one is entitled
to interfere. Even the General Assembly - and I put
it with all due respect to the dignity and authority of
the Assembly - in its totality cannot interfere in
any prerogative of any national soveroignty.

78. In the general debate, more than one delegation
expressed fear and anxiety over the state of affairs
in the Middle East. We too feel fear and anxiety, but
in greater depth, for we are the people and the area
is ours. But our diagnosis and remedy are totally
different. It has been said in the General Assembly
that Soviet technique aims at inciting Arab nationalism
to ,break all ties with the West. Arab ties with the
West are' breaking. This is no secret to reveal. It is
no secret either that the Arab countries are eager to
establish the best relations with the West on a level
of equality and mutual respect. But it is the policy
of the West which is destroying ties with the Arabs.
It is the West which is destroying the West. We need
only cite Syria as a case in point. In 1919 it was Syria
that expressed to the American Crane-King Com
mission its choice for an American mandate as an
alternative to Syrian independence and Syrian sover
eignty. What a great faith Syria had displayed at that
time. The change, however, did not come from Syria.
It is the West again.

79. In the course of the debate, a number of delega
tions urged the General Assemb~y to discuss the situa-
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83. There remaiI...s the question of the proposals which
may be submitted in regard to the Middle East.
Certain delegations seem to be trying to invoke the
resolution on the essentials for peace of 1949[~lu
tion 290 (IV)]. Others appear to prefer a resolution
declaring certain principles. At this stage of the debate
we shall not take a position. But one thing must be
amply clear: we shall resist any attempt to interfere
in the affairs of Syria. We shall refuse any discussion
of the Middle East in the context of division betwecn
East and West. We nhall not allow the Middle East
to be plunged into any cold war of any character or
colour.

84. The affairs of the Middle East are, should be and
should remain the sole concern of the people of the
Middle East and the states of the Middle East. We
shall oppose any proposal that does not take full
consideration of the sovereignty of the Arab States
as Members of the United Nations. However, we can
think of only one proposal - if anyone is eager to
know of a proposal which squarely meets the situation
in the Middle East, a proposal which offers a healthful
solution to relieve tension in the Middle East - a
proposal that would urge the Western Powers to ~attle

their differences with the Arab world in Paleetine,
in Algeria, in Yemen, in Oman and in Buraimi, in
accordance with the principle of self-determination as
enshrined in the Charter.

85. This is the background of the situation in the
Middle East. The danger is there, we entirely agree.
It is no use concealing these facts. But it is the cause
upon which we differ, it is the diagnosis upon which we
differ, and it is the remedy upon which we differ.
The actual danger in the whole area, in our view,
springs from a set of problems - call them the relics
of imperialism, call them whatever you wish. They
form the main source which breeds unrest and tension.
It therefore becomes our duty and the duty of the Gen
eral Assembly to examine these problems in complete
frankness, in a manner worthy of the cause of inter
national peace and security and worthy of the dignity
of the United Nations. .

86. I shall begin with the question of Algeria. I do so
because there is war in Algeria, and we meet here to
commemorate the third year of that war. It does not
require a genins to state the case for Algeria. In
plain words, the Algerians, like any other people in
the world, have an inherent right to sovereignty and
independence. The position of France in Algeria is a
position of imperialism - pure and simple - and no
amount of eloquence can defend a position of im
perialism. At present, France is engaged in laying
down a special rdgime for Algeria - the rdgime
which led to the fall of the Government of France.
On Algerian soil, France is throwing all its weight
behind ~n attempt to reconquer the country. Both
objectives are bound to meet with miserable failure.
A political rdgime for a people can be established
only by the people themselves. The ultimate destiny
of the w~r in Algeria ls victory for freedom, victory
fOl" the people of Algeria. If any testimony is reqUired,
we need only look at the twenty States which have
emerged on the battlefield of freedom and have forced
their way to m~mbership in the United Nations.

87. We should not, however, fail to express our
indignation at the savage acts of :repression committed
by the French troops in Algeria. In homage to military

traditions and the rules of war, French soldiers em
ployed in Algeria can hardly be classified as troops.
The human conscience has been deeply moved at the
unspeakable, the unth~nkable brutality committed by
the French authorities in Algeria. In France - and
this is a happy coincidence - free-thinkers and men
of letters have registered their indignation in angry
terms. The French Minister for Foreign Affairs was
met with excited demonstrations in Latin America in
protest against these brutalities - that Continent
which is far removed from the scene of events but
which is still so close because of its spirit of human
brotherhood.

88. That in a nutshell is the situation in Algeria - a
theatre of blood, destruction, repression and every
thing else that humr.H suffering entails. In the words
which the G_lleral Assembly proclaimed in the pre
amble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and I would remind the Assembly of these words - the
people of Algeria have been "compelled to have
re~ourse ... to rebellion against tyranny and oppres
sion". It is my humble submission that the right
of tyranny - if it can be called a right - can be
redressed only by the right of rebellion. This is a new
right which is joining the other human rights: the
right of rebellion against tyranny and oppression. The
people of Algeria are now exercising their right of
rebellion against French tyranny and opprf'ssion.
The rebellion became a regular war, but France
unfortunately reduced it to genocide.

89. We cannot sit idly by, with arms folded, witnessing
this human calamity. France must be reduced to
obedience and respect for the wishes of the inter
national community. The very minimum duty of the
United Nations is to investigate on the spot. A United
Nations mission or representative could bring to
light the abominable conduct of French authorities
in Algeria. Our Secretary-General, th9 great servant
of our Charter, will not fail to patronize this·,a vesti
gation.

90. As to the substance of the issue, it is our sincere
belief that nothing short of freedom will suffice to
extinguish the holy flame glOWing in Algeria. And
nothing short of Algeria.n membership in the United
Nations will lead to peace and tranquillity. We have
only to lend our ears and our hearts to the dignified
and eloquent appeal to France made in the Assembly
by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ireland in his
able and eloquent statement [682nd meeting]. I come
here to applaud his sublime stand and to salute the
bravery of his people. He has urged France to
liberate itself from Algeria - and, truly, it is a process
of French liberation from Algeria. If France were to
respond to that call, it would be writing history again,
as it did in the days of the Revolution.

91. '::losely allied with the question of Algeria are
the problems of Yemen and Oman. There, the British
are bent on a campaign of aggr€ssion, in an attempt
to retain a position of imperialism in the Arab
Peninsula. Air bombardments of towns and villages in
Yemen - a State Member of the United Nations - are
becoming the news of the day. In Oman, the British
forces are causing havoc and destruction to the
defenceless and innocent people. British military
attacks against Yemen and Oman are reminiscent of
the nineteenth-century colonial campaigns in Asia and
Afl'ica. Such breaches of the Charter callfor immedi-
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96. Thus, the area under Israel is nothing but a mili- .
tary control without sovereignty whatsoever. Israel
has no sovereign status in the Gulf of Aqaba. Israel's
position is one of aggression, and aggression never
lasts, no matter how it la.sts.
97. In his report to the General Assembly [A!3594],
the Secretary-General referred to suggestions made
by certain Members, urging for an opinion on the
legal status of the Gulf of Aqaba, to be pronounced by
the International Court of Justice. It goes without
saying that our respect to the Court is unreserved
and unlimited. But the matter is not to be decided
exclusively ori judicial grounds. The quest:lon involves
matters of the highest order pertaining to pilgrimage
and other national and political considerations. As
a keeper of the Holy Places, his Majesty King Saud
is not prepared to expose to question any matter
touching upon the Holy shrines and the free passage
of pilgrims to Mecca.
98. However, recourse to the International Court of
Justice calls for a reminder, regrettable though it
may b~, but still a reminder worthy of being brought
to the attention of the General Assembly. On more
than one occasion Arab delegations have endeavoured
to seek the advisory opinion of the Court of Justice
on the Palestine question, but they were defeated.
Recourse to justice at that time was denied and now
we are faced with a plea to hurry to the Court, leav
ing behind us a bleeding legacy of grave injustice.

99. One other point was raised in the Secretary
General's report in connexion with the right of inno
cent passage. In spite of divergencies of opinion on
every question falling within the province of inter
national law, not a single legal precedent has de
clared a right of passage, bmocent or otherwise, in
a closed or inland water.

100. Innocent passage, however, raises the ques
tion of innocence. It is true that innocence is always
the presumption, but with regard to Israel the pre
sumption has been mercilessly defeated and rebutted.
Israel has been condemned by the Security Council
and the General Assembly, on more than one occasion
and on more than one verdict of lawlessness and
aggression, in entir~ negation of innocence. Again J

innocent passage, as far as Israel is concerned, in
vites paradOXical irony. It is a fact th2.tArab refugees
expelled from their country have not been allowed
innocent passage to their homes. Again, the idea of
innocent passage is raised in connexion with the Pale
stine refugees. It is fantastic that for Israel cargo,
every argument for innocent passage is advanced,
while for Arab refugees, ~.ll arguments of innocent
passage must be suppressed or denied or ignored.
Should we accept such a position, the United Nations
would become a chartered organ for cargo, rather
than a United Nations organization to uphold human
rights and human dignity.

101. Last, but not least, I come to deal with the Pale
stine problem, a question that has been referred to
and dealt with by many representatives in their
speeches. On this issue we have a radical approach
to place before the Assembly. We must strike at, and
not around, the bush. We do not mean to be offensive,
but the Palestine problem, which has been described
by many delegations as the keg of powder for a global
conf1it;t, should not be treated in sugar-coated. and
sweet expressions. The Palestine question is the

ate action. It is our belief that a team of United Nations
observers, posted along the areas under attack,
would help restore tranquillitr/, as a prelude to an
honourable settlement in accordance with the pl'in
ciples of the Charter. In any case, we shall have
occasion to deal with these matters before the proper
organs at the proper time.
92. I turn now to the question of the Gulf of Aqaba.
Basically, this is not an international question. I
bring it to the attention of the General Assembly only
to disprove its international character. The facts are
simple to state. The Gulf of Aqaba is a national
inland waterway, subject to absolute Arab sovereignty.
The geographical location of the Gulf is conclusive
proof of its national character. It is separated from
the Red Sea by a chain of islands, the largest being
Sanafir and Tiran. The only navigable entrance - which,
itself, is within Arab teyritory - does not exceed
500 metres. Thus, by its configuration, the Gulf is in
the nature of a mare clausum, which does not belong to
the class of international waterways. In the course of
a visit which I made a few weeks ago to the Gulf of
Aqaba, I deplored the distortion and wilful misrepre
sentation into which the whola issue has been plunged.
The Gu:\f is so narrow that the terr\torial areas of
the littoral States are bound to overlap among them
selves, under any kind of measurement, even if we
assume that the Gulf comprehends part of the high
seas.
93. In the second place, the Gulf of Aqaba is of the
category of historical gulfs that fall outside the sphere
of international law. The Gulf is the historical route
to the holy places in Mecca. Pilgrims from different
Muslim countries have been streaming through the
Gulf, year after year, for fourteen centuries. Ever
since, the Gulf has been an exclusively Arab route
under Arab sovereignty. It is due to this undisputed
fact that not a single international authority makes
any mention whatsoever of the Gulf as an international
waterway open for international navigation.
94. It was last year, in the aftermath of aggression
waged against Egypt, that the Gulf was claimed as
comprehending an international highway. The fact
stands now that Israel has not withdrawn from the
Gulf - to say nothing of its acts of piracy and law
lessness duly reported to the Security Council. Israel
warships, still in the Gulf, are one aspect of aggres
sion. The resolution [997 (ES-l)] of 2 November 1956
calling for withdrawal of Israel behind the Armistice
lines remains unimplemented as far as the Gulf is
concerned.
95. Israel, I might say, has no right to any part of
the Gulf. Israel's claim, were it to have any legs to
stand on, could only be argued on the United Nations
Plan of Partition or the Armistice lines. On either
ground, the claim of Israel falls to the ground. On
the plan of partition [resolution 181 (11)], Israel can
not claim Eilat before Israel is confined to the lines
of ti~e plan, with a final retreat from the districts
of Jaffa, Lydda, Ramla, the central zone and W(.~st~ . .il

Galilee, areas all behind the United Nations Plan of
Partition. With regard to the armistice lines, again
Israel has no ground to stand on, for a simple reason.
Under the express provisions of the armistice agree
ments, the demarcation lines are purely "dictated"
by "military considerations" and have no political
significance. These are the words of the armistice
agreements.
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centre of gravity in the whole situation of the Middle
East, with its resources, its strategic position and
its location in the heart of this troubled world. By
this year, the Palestine question enters its second
decade since it was first seized by the United Nations.
With Israel's defiance, it was made a decade of fruit
less conciliation and fruitless mediation, a decade of
mounting tension characterized by military raids~

violations of the armistice agreements and breaches
of the Charter. These are matters of record in the
books of the General Assembly or the Security Coun
cil. It is no use denying these facts; they are the
fa~te :md we must face them.

102. When the Palestine issue was first brollght be
fore the United Nations in 1947, the dispute was be
tween two communities. Later it developed to a re
gional level, but recently it extended to international
horizons. The question may be asked, what is wrong
in the whole situation? Answering simply but candidly,
the wrong is Israel and IS1'ael is the wrong.

103. Israel was established against the will of the
people of the land, Israel was wedged in the sub-con
tinent of the Arab people against their det~rmined

refusal. The initial assumption-and I invite the atten
tion of the Assembly now to this initial assumption
upon which the General Assembly recommended the
creation of Israel was that partition would separate
two conflicting commWlites. That was the assumption
for the partition and the establishment of Israel: a
separation of two conflicting communities. Succeeding
events have vitiated this assumption. Instead of re
moving the evil, partition led to evil and conflict, but
in greater prop....l'tions. In the words of the represen
tative of the United States, while advocating partition
before the General Assembly in 1947, the boundary
between Israel and the Arab States "willbe as friendly
as the boundary which runs for three thousand miles
between Canada and the United States" [124th meet
ing]. It is now for the United States and Canada to

. judge whether the armistice lines between Israel and
the Arab States are "as friendly as the boundary
which rWlS for three thousand miles botween Canada
and the United States". This was the assumption upon
whiuh partition was recommended. This assumption
has collapsed mercilessly. We might better recollect
the words that fell at that time from the lips of the
representative of Canada when he said: "We support
this plan with heavy hearts an.',l many misgivings."
What great misgivings have we !ncoWltered and how
heavy are the hearts of the peoples of the world today.

104. We should not fail to remember thattheGeneral
Assembly resolution on partition, as Mr. Lloyd pointed
out, has Wlified the Eastern and Western blocs in an
affirmative vote. Mr. Lloyd has invited the attention
of the Assembly to this. Events have proved how
ingenious was the vote cast by the East, and how
stupid was the vote cast by the West. These are not
my words; they are the words ot the events that we
face at the present moment. In his statement before
the Assembly, Mr. Lloyd referred to the policy of
the Soviet Union on the Palestine question as one of
opportunism; the policy of the Soviet Union hinges,
with regard te Palestine, on this pivot, a pivot of
opportunism. Well, there should be an opportunity
before there is opportunism. We cannot conceive of
opportunism unless a state of opportunity exits. I
should like to ask; who has provided the opportunity?

Who has provided the opportunity for opportunism?
The author of an opportunity should not complain of
opportunism-here in the General Assembly at least,
where people can remember the positions of various
delegations. In the effort to support one plan, one
solution or other, one cannot stand here before the
General Assembly and complain of opportunism. I do
not wish to dwell, in one way or the other, on the
policy of the Soviet Union with regard to the Palestine
question. Whether it is opportunist or not, this is out
side the relevant issue as we see it now. But if one
stands before the Assembly to complain of oppor
tunism, I think he must comB with clean hands. If one
delegation has provided an opportunity for another
delegattoll to strike at opportunism, then it is he who
is to blame and the complaint must be levelled against
him.
105. But the question might be asked, what is the
way out? It is no use talking about the past. What is
the way out? This is a legitimate question; I think that
it must be answered. The answer is very simple-if
there is a will to accept the answer and to implement
its implications. The journey started on a perilous
road at the beginning and proceeded to a perilous
destination.
106. I trust that my colleagues realize seriously the
gravity of the situation. We are not here just to make
eloquent sr,eeches; we are not a debating society,
We must realize the gravity of the situation. If the
world is to be thrown into a third world war-which
God forbid; everybody in the Middle East in the Arab
world would lift his hands to the heavens to save the
world from a catastrophe, the stage for which is al
ready set ~n the Middle East-it would not come frem
the Far East; it would not cc/me from Europe; but it
would come fl'om the Middle East, with Palestine as
the powder keg.
107. Here is Israel with Zionism behind it to support
aggression and expansion. Here is Zionism, that in
vaded a country, displaced a people, disturbed the
peace of a region, :lnd destroyed tl..e loyalty of Jewish
citizens to their homelands. Here is an expansionist
movement that engineers the establishment of "Great
Isra.el" between the Nile and the Euphrates.
108. Yet, the way out is st111 open beforethe General
Assembly. To avoid a great catastrophe, the United
Nations must reverf3e the course of action that has
brought about this dilemma. We either pull back from
the abyss or fall asunder. To accept the de facto
situation is resignation and surrender on the part of
the United Nations and is not worthy of the Organiza
tion. It is with this idea in mind that the United Nations
must thrust its 'Way through new avenues.
109. To begin With, the Palestine refugees must be
allowed to go back to their homes. Repatriation is
their inherent right and one which they are determined
to exercise. All plans for resettlement or integration
away from their homes have failed, since they were
wholly unacceptable.

110. In the second place, Zionism must be outlawed
anywhere and everywhere. It is an unlawful move
ment destroying friendly relations among nations. It
ip forging an alien allegiance in betrayal of allegiance
tu the sacred concept of home. All funds of Zionist
organizations should pass to charitable, social or
educational institutions of the Jewish communities
in their respective countries.
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war hangs in one area, intimidation reigns in another;'
while armed conflicts are dominating in more than
one cOW1try. To our deep regret, the questions of
disarmament, atomic weapons, nuclear explosions,
unsolved as they are, continue to ar-ouse general
anxiety throughout the whole world. On the regional
level the question of Wf)st Irian and the question of
Cyprus-two legacies of colonialism-are among the
outstanding problems that disturb the minds of free
dom-lOVing peoples. Thus, in general, the world is
not at ease and the pendulum of war is swinging on
the horizon. '

118. But the picture is not entirely gloomy. There
is a bright side which should not escape our attention.
With us, in this Assembly, are assembled the hope
and faith of millions. World public opinion is becoming
the greatest invisible force e~-'-r known in the long
history of the human race. '1~le voice of public opinion
lives with us. It speaks not but we hear it in our in
nermost. All these forces assemble with us, under
the flag of th6 United Nations, to fight a battle com
mon to all and sacred to all. For surely, we are here
fighting for liberty against imperialism; struggling
for plenty agaInst poverty; striving for knowledge
agaList ignorance. It is a battle aiming at no aggres
sion, at no expansiOl'1 or domination. It is a battle to
banish the danger 01~ war for all time to come-a
battle that registers defeat to none, but scores victory
for all.
119. Mr.RAPACKI (Poland) (translateq:fromFrench):
It is the hope of the people of Poland, above all eisa,
that the atmosphere of the current session of the
General Assem.bly, the course of the debate, and the
results achieved, will help to bring about Cl\ further
relaxation in the cold war and promote cODltructive
co-operation among nations, irrespective of their
social and political systems. We are deeply con
vinced that in that objective, the vital interests of
the Polish people are identical with the interests of
all the other Members of the United Nations; and I
can assure the President and all the delegations
present in ~his hall that in that spirit the Polish dele
gation will do its best to make a positive contribution
to the deliberations of the twelfth session, and more
particularly, to the study of the problems wh~ch most
directly affect us and with whichwe are most familiar.

120. In our view, ilie speciall';::1ponsibility conferred
upon the great Powers underi~;~ Charter in no way
limits the responsibility and tnerole of the smaller
countries; every nation has its partim.jar facilities
for developing Its relations with other nations and
we feel that each nation should use them in such a
way as to contribute, to the greatest extent possible,
to the development of constructive co-operation, the
restoration of mutual confidence and the rapproche-
ment of all peoples. -

121. Poland is a socialist State; and it is only be
cause we have embarked on the path of socialism that
we have been able to resolve the contradictior~s which
held back economic, soctal and cultural progress in
our country; only because we have taken that path
have we been able to overcome the effects of the state
of backwardness we inherited from the past, and to
bring about the advancement of Poland in all fields.
We also believe that, as a socialist State, Poland can
be a positive factor in the growth of peaceful relations
among nations. Strong and lasting bonds of solidarity
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111. In the third place, a Unitoo Nations agency should
be established to facilitate the repatriation of the
Israelis to their formel' homes. Thousands of Israelis,
frustrated and deceived as they are, urgently strive
to go back to their homelands in Europe and else
where, lacking only the means and facilities. To them,
Palestine is not their home. They are the victims
of the greatest disillusionment ever recorded in the
history of marklnd. And I am not speaking of abstract
contentions or allegations.

112. In July 1957, a United Press correspondent
reported from JeI'l1salem that only recently 80,000
Jews have migrated from Israel to settle abroad for
the re~t of t.heir lives-80,OOO Israelis leaVing Israel
to settle abroad for the rest of their lives. Now this
is the key to the Palestine problem. Thousands and
thousands of Jews in Israel are eager for a chance
to pull out of Israel. A United Nations agency for the
settlement of these refugees and their reintegration
in their former countries is a humanitarian neces
sity. It is a basic step in the right direction to nor
malize the situation. Jewish immigration into Pale
stine has always been one of the main grounds for
tension in the Middle East. With the passing of the
Nazi and Fascist rdgimes, Jews in [srael look for
ward to picking up again their threads in Europe,
if only financial facilities could be provided.

113. Here is the chance for the United Nations to
help the Jewish masses in Israel to join their families
in their ~ountries of origin. Here is the challenge
for Jewish organizations to assist in this great human
task. It is only the tyranny of Israel which is keeping
these people in this concentration camp called Israel.
With this plan accepted and put into action, the Holy
Land would again be set for serenity and tranquillity.
Sucn a plan stands in need of our highly-talented
Secretary-General. With Mr. Hammarskjold lives the
whole problem of the Middle East, and his shining
name has become part of the history of the Middle
East.

114. Thus it becomes clear that we do not propose
to throw the Jews into the sea. We wish them a better
and happier life in their homelands. where they can
settle under United Nations auspices. Those Jews,
the legitimate inhabitants of Palestine, who remain
in the country can join with their Moslem and Chris
tian fellow- inhabitants in a new life of amity and
prosperity, shaping their politicalfuture inaccordance
with the best democratic institutions. Without state
hood, the Jews can flourish wherever they may be.

115. As far as the Arab world is concerned, the
best I can say are the words uttered in the French
National Assembly at the time of the French Revolu
tion: "To the Je~s as a nation we grant nothing, to
the Jews as men we grant all". In all sincerity the
Arabs can now equally reiterate: "To the Jews as a
nation we grant nothing, but to the Jews as men, as
human beings, as fellow citizens, we grant all".

116. This is the high road to peace not only for Pale
stine, not only for the Middle East, but also for the
whole of mankind. For our part, we pledge ourselves
to join with the United Nations in this great task of
achieving peace-peace based upon justice-now and
for all time to come.

117. I have just a last word to say. The Assembly
this year is beclouded with fear and distrust. Cold
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link us with the other socialistcountries, bonds forged the world prefer to have their security guaranteed
by common needs, by the ·}ommon basic problems of by effective prohibition and destruction of nuclear
socialist development and by the vital interests of weapons rather than by even the most subtle moral
the Polish people. and religious scruples of a gi'\1en government.
122. At the same time, it is our aim to maintain the 127. The second obstacle to the Sub-Committee's
best possible relations with other countries. 'Ve are progress was the insistence of the Western Powers
the:....efcre gratified to note the recent impro\oement that concrete measures for disarmament should be
in our relations with many Western countries, as well conditional on the simultandous solution of other con
as the continued strengthening of our friendly co- troversial international problems.
operation with many countri,es of Asia and Africa.
There is no, and there cannot be, any contradiction 128. Finally, thethirdobstacl~aroserromtheopposi-
between our ties and our solidarity with socialist tion of the Federal Republic of Germany and from con
countries and the improvement and expansion of our side:t'ations relating to the remilitarization ofWestern
relations with other countries. It is essential for the Germany•
favourable development of our mutual friendly rela... 129. As a result of these various factors, the discus
tions that the countries in question realize this. I sions on disarmament were protracted and it was im
think it is also useful. for an understanding of the possible to reach even pal"tial agreement. Meanwhile,
very meaning 01 the concept of constructive peaceful time is runntJ.g out. Every month that the armaments
coexistence. race continues is becoming far too costly, in all ways,
123. As you know, wc have launched a vigorous pro- for the peoples of the world. .
gramme to reorganize the forms and methods of gOl'- ).~O. Wo are now witnessing a transformation in the
ernment and economic administration in Poland. We military forces of the great Powers. Conventional
axe convinced that those carefully thought-out changes armaments are being replaced by nuclear weapons.
will enable us to make the most of the great achieve·· 'I'here is a growing dan~er that other countries will
ments registered thus far and of the still greater also have nuclear weapons. When armies equipped with
future prospects of socialist development in our coun- tactical nuclear weapons stand face to face, there will
try with a view to enabling our people to live a bettler be a greater danger that weapons of mass destruction
and fuller life. However, the success of this programme will be used, even in local conflicts.
is dependent to a great extent on the development of
the international situation. 131. That is another reason why, :11 wecannot,at this

juncture, reach agreement on the permanent and ab
124. We are fully aware of tile difficulties in the way Stolute prohibition of the use of all nuclear weapons,
of any solution of the problems facing the twe:lfth we believe that the proposal of the Soviet Union stipu
session of the General Assembly, for we know how lating that the great Powers should undertake pro
deep-rooted they are. No one, of course, imagines visionally not to use nuclear weapons for a p9riod of
that the basic contradictions of our time can be dis- at least five years is a step in the right direction. The
posed of by a kind of magic formula. Their solution Polish delegation will support any move to bring us
is part and parcel of the historical process now taking closer to the basic solution of this problem.
place. Our action should therefore be determined by
the realities of life and the laws of history. W9 should 132. We shall likewise support any "tep towards the
attempt, through a common effort of all peoples, to discontinuance of tests of nuclear weapons a,s soon as
shape this historical process in the best interests of possible. That is what people everywhere want; that
mankincl; above all, we must prevent a catastrophe, is the conclusion to be drawn from the warnings given
the dimensions and consequences of which are un- by the most eminent scientists. There can be no excuse
pre~i1ctable. Where our differences cannotbe resolved for further procrastination. In our view, the discon",
within a 'reasonable time, we must reach at least tinuance of nuclear tests is not only a first step towards
partial agreements, and that is precisely where the their prohibition, but a very important element in the
United Nations can play a very important part. relaxation of international tension, which everybod}'

will welcome with relief.125. The key issue before the twalfth session of this
Assembly is disarmament. This is not the first time 133. The Polish delegation will, of course, presentits
that the United Nations has had to deal with it. To- views on the disarmament question at greater length
wards the cIa.le of the last session, most delegations in the First Committee. In my comments here, I should
represented here expressed optimism as to the pos- like especially to stress theimpo~nceof the question
sibility of the discussions held that year leading at for the most vital ltk..rests of Poland. So far as we are
least to a prellminary agreement. Unfortunately, the concerned, armaments are primarily rebl,t~d to the
results of the work of the Sub-Committee of the Dis- situation in Europe, in the territory of Germany on
armament Commission fell short of that expectation. Poland's borders. The remilitarization of the Federal

Republic of Germany and the concentration of arms and
126. As is apparent from the way the discussions trrJops on its territory constitute a policy which is
developed in the Sub-Committee in London, t.~ very dangerous to the cause of peace in Europe and in
primary obstacle to progress was the concept of so- the world. It is all the more dangerous because we are
called "global strategy" of L'1e Western Powers, which dealing with~,Stateinwhichmi1itaristand"revanchist"
assigns a vital role to nuclear weapons. We have had trends have by no means disappeared and exart a
an elnquent example in this very hall of where such considerable influence. Western Germany must notbe
reasoning can lead. There is no point in challenging allowed to become an atomic powder-keg in the middle
the view put forward by the secretary of state of the of Europe.
United states on the humanitarian benefits which it
is alleged can I}ome out of the developme.J Qf nuclear 134. We understand the t~"itimate aspirations of the
weapons. Ther6 can be no doubt that th~ peoples of German people for unUicat10n and we support them in
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Polish people and the German people and their mutual
relations, but to the whole of Europe and to all the'
peoples of the world.

138. One of the great historical processes of (jur
time i.s the liberation of the dependent and colonial
peopl()s, their organization and development as inde
pendellt States. That is a phenomenon that can neither
be halted nor reversed. Any such attempt would merely
create new dan~er spots and fresh conflicts. We are
now confronted with a dangerous situation of this kind
in the Near East. Threats and pressures being brought
against Syna are causing special concern. The only
way to resoi've this and similar conflicts is by ad
he:J:"ing to the principle of the self-determination of
y~oples, by l'ecognizing fully the right of independent
Staten to shape their internal and external relations,
and by s~eking agreement on the basis of those prin
ciples.

139. The eliroinatica of danger spots and of threats to
world peace is on~ aspect of the problem. The other
is the achievement of constructiv~ co-opel'ation among
nations, irrespective of their structure and levels of
economic development, Poland i~ very anxious to de
velop its economic relations with all countries to the
full. We want to participate as actively as possible in
international economic co-operation. That is why we
are keenly ltlterested in the development of the world
economic situation and in the activity of international
economic organizations. There have recently been
certain developments favourable to world economic re
lations generally in the form of trade betweeIi certain
capitalist countries and certain socialist countries of
Europe and Asia; but the progress made is still too
limited and discriminatory; trade practices a:..'e still
being applied to socialist countries. At the same time,
the disparity in capitalist countries between the rich
economically-developed c()untries and the scores of
under-developed countries and territories, instead of
disappearing, is increasing from year to year. Nearly
half the people of the world, living in economically
under-developed countries, still have no prospect ofa
more rapid rise in their living standards.

140. A group of the richest and economically most
developed Western c(jl1lltries have thusfar been abltj to
maintain a relatively high level of production and em
ployment; but they have refused to participate in a
broader comprehensive international programme
which would affect the whole world economy. They
isolate themselves ia a series of exclusive organiza
tions and institutions which are often the counterparts
of the blocs they themselves have created.

141. The arms race is creating more and more dif
ficulties, serious Uifficulties. Even today, in many
capitalistic countries of the West, Governments ar9
being warned that it is becoming increasingly difficult
to maintain production and employment by pr-esent
methods. We have heard such warnings in the course
of this debate. We have only to glance at the daily
press to realize the anxiety caused by the recent riBe
in the inflationary trend. Voices are being rais~d as
serting that a halt to the arms race and the productive
use of the economic resources of certain countries 
especially 'ih9 economically under-developed coun
tries - would help to overcome many of the current
economic difficulties more effectively and more per..
manently than any temporary boom created by an
",rmament~ race.
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the best interests of the whole of Europe. The example
of our relations with the German Democrati~Renub!ic
shows that the Polish people is capable of maintaining
good-neighbourly relations with the German people.
We know that there is also 9, large sector of public
opinion in the Federal Republic of Germany in favour
of good relations with Poland. But the process of re
unification of Germany as a peace-loving, democratic
State can only develop in an atmosphere of relaxed
international tension, disarmament, growing feelings
of security on the part of Gertmmy's neighbours:, and
by a rapprochement and understanding between thle two
German States. It ~".'i,dmot thrive in an atmospheJre of
tension, of "revanchist" demands for arms, and Icer
tainly not in the spirit of certain statements which
practically advocate absorptioll of the German Demo
cratic Republic by the Federal Republic and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO).

135. Existing tensions are being aggravated by re
visionist claims concerning our western frontier. That
frontier is final, inviolable and not opento bargaining.
Any statesman with a sense of realities surely realizes
that. It would be a good thing for the diplomats of the
countries which wish to maintain friendly relations
with Poland to draw the proper conclusions.

I

136. We are against the dividing of Europe into op
posing military blocs. Our views regarding the North
Atlantic Treaty are well known. Every Polish citizen
judges NATO primarily in relation to its policy in the
German question. In the face of the danger wldch
Western Germany's armaments within NATO repre
sent for our country and for other European counicries,
Poland and its all1e~ were forced to conclude the
Warsaw Treaty, which safeguards our country's se
curity until such time as an effective system of col-

·lective security is established J-nstead of the present
division of Europe. We want uuch a system and will
help to achieve it to the best of our ability. Until a
system of collective security is \created in Europe, we
will support even partial solutions directed towards
the same ultimate objective. W~ will support them
whether they are part of a larger plan or the subje<:t
of separate agreements. Accordingly, we have felt
and we still feel that it would be useful to set up
limited and controlled armaments z~nes in Europe.
Thus far, no progress has been made in that direction.
On the contrary, there are plans afoot to equip the
West German army with nuclear weapons. If these
plans are carried out, they will inevitably create more
international tension and force states which feel
threatened to draw their own conclusions as to
strengthening their security. We should not let that
situation continue. We want to help prevent such a
situation. Hence I should like on behalf of my Gmrern
ment to make the following statement: In the interest
of Poland's security and of a relaxation of tension in
Europe, and after consultation with the other parties
to the Warsaw Treaty, the Government of the People's
RepUblic of Poland declares that if the two German
states should consent to enforce th~ prohibition of the
production Md stockpiling of nuclear weapons in their
respective territories, the People's Republic of Poland
is prepa:re~ simultaneously to institute the same pro
hibition in its territory.

137. I am convinced that if that could be achieved,
we would at least have made the first step towards
solution of a problem which is vital not only to the
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150. It would be difficult to refrain from the bitter
comment: that this session has rejected the proposal
of India, one of the co-authors of the historic prin
ciples of peaceful coexistence, that the United Nations
should recognize the legitimate rights of the People's
Republic of China, the other co-author of those prin
ciples.
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The meeting rose at 1.10 p.m.

.......... .... .. ...

151. I have presented Poland's views on the problems
of international policy which are most important to it.
The Polish people are watching the deliberations of
the current session of the General Assembly very
closely. I believe that all peoples will judge the results
of our work by the same standard: whether or not
this session will represent at least a smallbut definite
step towards strengthening and stabiliZing peace. It is
the desire and hope of my delegation that its efforts
towards achieving that end may anticipate those of
other delegations.

149. The principles of peaceful coexistence contained
in the declarations of China and India, in other bi
lateral declarations, and then proclaimedat the historic
Bandwlg Conference, have become crystallized gener
ally in recommendations for mutual respect for terri
torial integrity, national sovereignty, non-aggression,
non-intervention in the internal affairs of States,
equality and peaceful coexistence. They are accepted
today by thirty-seven countries of Europep Asia an~o

Africa. Their importance for proper international re
lations has also been recognized by Poland in a series
of bilateral acts. Poland is gratified, therefore, that
the item has been placed on the agenda of the current
session.

238 General Assembly - Twelfth Session - Plenary Meetings

142. In some capitalist countries, there is a growing tions. The term expresses the manner in which peoples
trend in favour of expanding trade with the socialist: must live together in this era if it is ro be an era of
countries. unprecedented progress and not an era of disaster.

143. We believe that the United Nations should act
more forcefully to strengthen economic co-operation
between countries with different political systems and
at different levels of economic development.

144. A genuine effort should be made to encourage
more vigorous practical action on the part of the
Economic and Cocial Council. Here in the United Na
tion;) and not outside It, we should work out a system
of international consultations and later, international
action. The consul.:ations would embrace the main
problem of world economy and its harmonious develop
ment. Such a programme, under the aegis of the United
Nations, would substantially help the economically
under-developed countries in their fight for economic
and social progress.

145. The proposed Special United Nations Fund for
Economic Development meets precisely those objec
tives, inter alia.
146. We feel that the work of the regional economic
commissions, which are more familiar than anyono
else with the specific needs and problems of their
respective regions, s40uld be intensified.

147. Apart from the problems affecting large regions,
particular groups of States have their own problems
of neighbourly co-operation. Poland is especially in
terested in the Baltic region. One or more agreements
Loncluded by the countries of the Baltic r~gion on
ecoJ'oQm1c, cultural and scientific questions, might
ser.oe at] a model for a system of regional arrange
ments based on vital common needs, and become a
concrete illustration of peaceful constructive coexis
tence.

148. Peaceful coexistence, in its broadest sense,
should be the kernel of all the work of the United Na-
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