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SpeecHES BY MR, Davip (CzeEcHOSLOVAKIA), MR
SHUKAIRI (Syria) AND Mr. Popovic (YuGosLAvIA)

.. Mr. DAVID (Czechoslovakia) (translated from
Russian) : 1 should like to take this opportunity to
extend greetings to the General Assembly at its ninth
session and to wish it every success in its important
and responsible work. The ninth session of the Gen-
eral Assembly is faced with great problems. The peo-
ples rightly count on the Assembly to make greater
efforts than heretofore to solve these problems in the
interests of peace and international security.

2. The developments that have taken place in the
international situation since the end of the war in
Korea have shown that the conditions necessary for a
further relaxation of international tension exist. A clear
illustration of this was the Berlin Conference, at which
the great Powers worked together again after an inter-
val of five years. The mere fact of the convening of the
Conference and the resumption of direct contact be-
tween the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of four great
Powers was welcomed by the people of all countries.
The Berlin Conference helped to clarify views on a
lumber of most important international questions, and,
I particular, it led to the agreement fo convene a con-
ference of the five great Powers at Geneva, with the
Participation of other countries. And the Geneva Con-
ference succeeded, despite resistance from ruling circles
i the United States, in bringing about the cessation
¥ the eight-year Indo-Chinese war and the restoration
of peace in that country, thereby extinguishing the
ameés of war at another Far Eastern danger-point
d strengthening the cause of peace.

b The experience of the Berlin and Geneva Con-
ferences proves how useful international negotiations
“n be, and shows that other outstanding international
{uestions which are a source of international tension
id prevent good relations among peoples could be
¥tled by the same means. Our primary objectives must
® to remove the threat of a new world war and to bring

about a substantial reduction of armaments, the prohi-
bition of weapons of mass destruction, the liquidation
of military bases in foreign territories, the cessation
of war propaganda and the abandonment of the policy
of creating aggressive military blocs.

4. At the Geneva Conference, the Governments of the
Soviet Union, the People’s Republic of China and the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea pursued a
policy based on the highest motives, and made great
efforts to bring about a peaceful settlement of the Ko-
rean question. Despite those efforts, however, no agree-
ment was reached on this question, owing to resistance
from ruling circles in the United States, who are stub-
bornly opposed to the restoration of peace in Korea.
But the peoples of the world are demanding with grow-
ing insistence the peaceful unification of Korea at the
earliest possible date, in accordance with the principle
of respect for the national rights of the Korean people.

5. The suggestion which Mr. Lloyd made in his speech
that the Korean question is not urgent is inconsistent
not only with the vital interests of the Korean people,
who underwent grievous suffering during an unjust
war, but also with the cause of peace in Asia.

6. The rulers of the United States ignore the legiti-
mate rights and aspirations of the Asian peoples and
their desire for freedom and independence. These peo-
ples have struck out along the road of independent
development, and no attempt to halt them has the slight-
est chance of success. The Asian peoples are more and
more showing themselves to be important factors in
international life; they wish to be masters of their own
fate, no longer subject to foreign oppression and ex-
ploitation. This vast process of the renaissance of the
Asian peoples is one of the most important phenomena
of our epoch. '

7. Like the Chinese and the Korean peoples, the other
peace-loving Asian peoples will reject any outside at-
tempt to interfere in their domestic affairs and dictate
to them. This is an important factor in the present
international situation, and should be recognized by all
those who are standing in the path of the Asian peoples
in their struggle for independence and national freedom.

8. The historic changes which have come about in
Asia are of tremendous significance. The emergence
of the People’s Republic of China and the heroic
struggle of the Korean and Viet-Namese peoples for
national independence and liberation are conclusive
proof of the fact that the will of the Asian peoples
to defend their vital interests is unshakable and will
prevail. To fail to take account of this is to close one’s
eyes to the facts.

9. The events of recent years have shown what an
important part is being played in international affairs
by that great Asian Power, the People’s Republic of
China, whose peace-loving policy has won the warm
approval of millions .of people throughout the world.
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The constructive proposals put forward by the People’s
Republic of China, which participated in the Geneva
Conference side by side with the other great Powers,
made a great contribution to the results achieved.
Thereby the People’s Republic of China took its right-
ful place among the great Powers, and the restoration
of its lawful rights in the United Nations is accord-
ingly all the more urgently necessary.

10. The unfortunate vote taken in the General As-
sembly on the opening day of this session can only be
deplored. By that decision, the People’s Republic of
China was once again prevented from taking its right-
ful place in the United Nations. It is essential that the
United Nations should face the facts, and, in its own
interests, rectify the present anomalous situation in
which the people of China, six hundred million strong,
are unrepresented in this Organization.

11. However, the progress made in 1953 and espe-
cially in 1954 towards a further relaxation of inter-
national tension is meeting with resistance from inter-
national reactionary circles—in the United States, in
particular—which are endeavouring to nullify the suc-
cesses of the forces of peace and are continuing and
intensifying their anti-peace policy. At the very begin-
ning of this year, leading representatives of American
ruling circles announced their new long-term pro-
gramme, the notoripus policy of “positions of strength”
—the so-called “new look”, which in fact amounts to a
policy of intensified military preparation and intimi-
dation.

12. This is a highly disturbing development, for it
has placed and is continuing to place more and more
obstacles in the way of the peaceful settlement of in-
ternational problems, and menaces ~every -measure
offering hope of a peaceful settlement of world issues.
The continuance of the cold war, the carrying on of
war propaganda and the dissemination of hatred among
the peoples, the creation of aggressive blocs in various
parts of the world, the construction of military bases
in the territory of other States, and the adoption of a
strategy based on the use of atomic and hydrogen
weapons of mass destruction—these are policies con-
stituting a grievous threat to the peace of the world.

13. The “new look” policy proclaimed by ruling circles
in the United States can only be regarded as an at-
tempt on their part to provoke new armed clashes, that
is to say a new war, through the conversion of local
disputes into a world conflict in which they would
- resort to “massive retaliation”, using means, as they
say, of their own choosing. Mr. Dulles himself, the
United States Secretary of State, announced this “new
look” in American foreign policy in a speech which
he made on 12 January 1954. In line with this concept,
the United States will itself decide whether to resort
to “massive retaliation”—which is being openly advo-
cated by responsible military and political leaders-in the
United States—and where and to what extent it is to
take place. ,

14. Tt is quite obvious that the principal intention
of this policy is to launch a preventive war. And it
must be equally obvious to everyone what is meant by
the words “means of their own choosing”; it must be
obvious that those means include weapons of mass
destruction, and that atomic, hydrogen and other
weapons of the same type are no doubt being used, as
before, as a main instrument of intimidation and a
principal force of aggression.

15. The so-called new military planning, which is
being carried on by United States ruling circles in
accordance with what Hanson Baldwin, military analyst
of the New York Times, called “basic United States
strategy” in an article published in-that newspaper on
15 January 1954, is being based more and more firmly
on the idea of a world atomic war. It is accompanied
by fresh appeals for the launching of preventive and
atomic wars. It is further apparent from the genera]
idea underlying this “new look” policy that American
aggressive circles by no means contemplate any pro-
hibition of the use of weapons of mass destruction;
on the contrary, their military planning is based en-
tirely on the proposed extensive use of such weapons,

16. General Gruenther, Supreme Commander of the
forces of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, was
reported in the New York Herald Tribune of 12 Jan-
uary 1954 as saying, in reply to a question about the
possibility of prohibiting the use of atomic weapons,
that he did not think there was any valid comparison
between gas war and atomic war, and that he was
convinced that atomic weapons would be used in any
future war. Admiral Radford, Chairman of the United
States Joint Chiefs of Staff, said on 5 March 1954
that atomic weapons had acquired virtually conven-
tional ‘status in United States armaments, and that
atomic weapons should be used simply as explosives
of a new type.

17. Thus the Pentagon’s “new look” planning places
predominant emphasis on the mass-destructive power
of atomic, hydrogen and other weapons of mass de-
struction. This shows that reactionary circles in the
United States are continuing their policy of trampling
underfoot the fundamental interests of peace-loving
mankind, and proves once again that United States
policy is incompatible with the purposes and principles
of the United Nations and constitutes a grave threat
to international peace.

18. Mr. Dulles, the United States Secretary of State,
said in the general debate [475th meeting, para. 120]
that “international peace is an attainable goal”. We
are convinced that this goal can and must be attained.
However, the “new look”, the United States policy of
“positions of strength” which was proclaimed early
this year by none other than the United States Secre-
tary of State, Mr. Dulles, will certainly not advance

the cause of international peace; on the contrary, it is

designed to make international peace impossible of
achievement. The direct consequences of this policy are
continued rearmament and the intensified militarization
of national economies—features which the Unit_ed
States is forcing on the Western European countries
also.

19. Rearmament brings astronomical profits to the
arms-manufacturing monopolies, but at the samé time
it results in a systematic deterioration of standards O
living for broad masses of people in the countries co™
cerned. In international relations the “new look” policy
is bringing about growing tension and increasing the
threat of a new world war. Today the whole world 1
aware of the consequences of this pernicious policy; 2
policy resolutely condemned by all peace-loving peoples
whose only desire is for peaceful coexistence and th°
peaceful settlement of international disputes.

20. The economic difficulties created by the armé”
ments race, the liquidation of United States monopol)
of atomic and hydrogen weapons and its consequenc®
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the failure of the policy of intimidation; the failure,
too, of attempts to halt the economic development of
the Soviet Union, the People’s Republic of China and
the peoples® democracies, together with the constantly
increasing interest of the capitalist States in the ex-
pansion of economic felations with these countries—all
this offers graphic evidence of collapse of the policy of
“positions of strength”. The fundamental cause of this
collapse is the fact that that policy is contrary to the
yital interests of the peace-loving peoples and accord-
ingly cannot win their suport.

21.  The “new look” policy which has been initiated by
the ruling circles in the United States, and the impor-
tance which is being attached in these circles to weapons
of mass destruction, increase the immediate danger of
the outbreak of atomic and hydrogen war. The first
essential, therefore, is the conclusion of an agreement
for the unconditional prohibition of the use of atomic
and hydrogen weapons. The need for the banning of
weapons of mass destruction is the more imperative in
that atomic and hydrogen weapons are becoming more
and more powerful, and their use would cause untold
devastation.

22. The American hydrogen bomb tests carried out in
the Pacific in the spring of this year show the ruthless-
ness of this atomic policy; at the same time, however,
the. ‘universal revulsion which these United States

other peoples demonstrated their determination to pre-
vent the launching of atomic war. The peoples of Asia
and the Pacific learned with justifiable anger that the
American atom-mongers, disregarding the interests and
even the lives of the local populations, were using for
their ‘experiments—experiments which were followed
by disastrous consequences—not their own territory but
tsemtory thousands of miles away from the United
tates

2. Prime Minister Nehru of India, in a statement in
the Indian Parliament on 2 April 1954 [DC/44 cmd
Corr.1], said:

“The open ocean appears no longer open, except in

. that those who sail on it for fishing or other legiti-

mate purposes take greater and unknown risks caused

by these explosions. It is of great concern to us that

Asia and her peoples appear to be always nearer

these occurrences and experiments and their fear-
some consequences, actual and potential.”

4, The indignation and revulsion of world public
tpinion against these experiments should be a grave
Warning to those who are spreading fear and war
ysteria. What mankind expects, and is endeavouring
b ensure, is that the great inventions of the human
ing should be used for, and not against, civilization;
ot for mass destruction, but for peaceful ends, and for
Pngress and prosperlty in every sphere.
5 World public opinion welcomed the news that in
the Soviet Union the practical use of atomic energy for
‘ peﬁceful purposes had already begun. As Mr. Vyshin-
, the Chairman of the Soviet delegation, said in
h’S statement [484th meeting] that fact in itself
Strengthened faith in the tremendous future possibilities
Uatomic energy in the peaceful service of mankind.

th The proposals submitted by the Soviet Union at
1§ ninth session of the General Assembly show the
a}' which the United Nations must follow if it wishes
b majce possible constructive decisions which would
£ the burden of armaments and reduce international

atomic experiments have aroused among the Asian and

tension. The Soviet proposals offer a genuine oppor-
tunity for the conclusion of a comprehensive interna-
tional agreement providing for the substantial reduction
of armaments and the prohibition of atomic, hydrogen
and other weapons of mass destruction, with the estab-
lishment of effective international control over the ful-
filment of treaty obligations.

27. The Czechoslovak delegation is profoundly con-
vinced that the Soviet proposals offer a sound basis
for the conclusion of an agreement which would be
the long-awaited answer to the aspiration and hopes of
mankind. We unreservedly support the Soviet pro-
posals, which, we are confident, will be acceptable to
all who really desire the reduction of armaments and
the prohibition of weapons of mass destruction.

28. Every dispassionate observer of facts and events
knows that “security” based on the policy of positions
of strength and the formation of closed military blocs
must lead to the division of the world into hostile camps,
to feverish rearmament and to the aggravation of inter-
national tension. Such a conception of “security”—
expressions of which were the European Detfence
Community ignominiously rejected by the French Na-
tional Assembly under the pressure of French public
opinion and the military bloc set up at Manila~—will not
led to peace; the ends it pursues are. precisely the
opposite.

29. The military bloc created at Manila is essentially
a bloc of colonial -Powers, whose aim is ‘to preserve
their dominance and their political position in Asia and
to turn back the clock of history, which has brought
the peoples of Asia freedom and independence. The
fact that the originators and adherents of the Manila
Treaty are trying so hard to convince us of its defensive
nature—as Mr. Dulles, Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Casey, the
Australian representative, tried to do in . their state- -
ments in the general debate—in no way alters the real
nature of the Treaty; on the contrary, it merely em-
phasizes it. The Asian countries predominantly con-
cerned—India, Burma and Indonesia—correctly .inter-
preted the nature of the pact and refused to associate
themselves with it. The abstention of the great majority
of the Asian nations, representing more than four-fifths
of the population of South-East Asia and more than
nine-tenths of the population of the countries of Asia
as.a whole, is the most cogent possible testimony to
the true nature of the new military bloc.

30. The division of Europe into closed groups of
States presents a grave danger to peace and to the

. peaceful coexistence of European peoples, as the ex-

perience of the First and Second World Wars has
shown. If we draw attention to the lessons of the First
and Second World Wars, the reason is that one cannot
fail to see in them analogies with events now taking
place—particularly those which have recently occurred
in Western Germany.

31. The peoples of Europe are well aware that a lead-
ing part in the ofganization of the two world wars
was played by German militarism, that same militarism
whose rebirth it is planned to hasten by the inclusion
of West Germany in the Atlantic Pact. But the peoples
of Europe are also very aware that there were real
possibilities of checking the forces of reaction and war
by applying the principle of collective security. If the
Second World War occurred nevertheless, that was
precisely because the aggressor succeeded in dividing
Europe into military camps.
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32. This lesson of history has cost many European
peoples dear, among them the people of Czechoslo-
vakia. That is why the Czechoslovak people associate
themselves with the other European nations in em-
phatically protesting against the United States plan of
creating hostile blocs in Europe, and against the policy
of the remilitarization of West Germany.

33. In the present international situation what is more
than ever necessary is, not the division of Europe into
hostile camps, but the development of friendly co-
operation between all the peoples of Europe and the
concentration of efforts to establish mutual security.

34. The experience of two world wars compels the
nations of Europe to seek a reliable path to the strength-
ening of peace in Europe. Such a path exists. It
consists in the endeavour to establish a collective se-
curity system which will answer the basic national
interests of all European countries.

35. As early as the Berlin Conference, the Soviet
Union put forward the draft principles of a general
European treaty on collective security in Europe. The
draft principles received the support of a considerable
number of countries. A system of general European
collective security in which all European States par-
ticipated regardless of differences in social structure
would also create an atmosphere favourable to the settle-
ment of the German question on a peaceful and democra-
tic basis. Under these Soviet proposals it would be pos-
sible for both the German Democratic Republic and
the Federal Republic of Germany, and after the uni-
fication of Germany, for a unified German State, to
participate in the treaty. Thus, the obstacles to the
settlement of the German question which have been
created in recent years by the policy of remilitarizing
West Germany would be removed.

36. In addition, the conclusion of a general European
treaty on collective security would unquestionably con-
tribute to the settlement of the Austrian question by re-
moving the threat of an Anschluss and of the swallow-
ing-up of Austria by a militarized West Germany. It is
well known that the impossilility of concluding the Aus-
trian State Treaty was due to the opposition of the
Western Powers to the adoption of effective measures
against this threat of Amschluss. The need for such
effective measures is rendered more pressing by the
fact that in the last few years the call for the return
of Austria under the yoke of the German monopolies
and for a new Anschluss has become increasingly in-
sistent both in West Germany and in Austria.

37. 1In the face of these facts, no well-informed per-
son will be deceived by the attempts of those who would
absolve their governments of responsibility for the de-
lay in settling the Austrian question—attempts which
have been going on for several years and which have
been renewed here during the general debate by Mr.
Dulles and Mr. Lloyd.

38. In Austria itself, the conviction is constantly gain-
ing ground that the most rapid method of securing
the genuine independence, the territorial integrity and
the inviolability of the frontiers of democratic Austria
lies within a general European collective security system.

39. The establishment of such a general European
defence system would make for a decidedly healthier
atmosphere in Europe, hold the forces of aggression
in check, make it possible to put an end to the fever-
ish armaments race, and develop peaceful co-operation,

as well as economic and cultural relations between
States on a lasting basis.

40. The principles of collective security embodied in
the Soviet proposals are based on respect for the na-
tional sovereignty of all countries, large and small,
regardless of their social structure; hence, they corre-
spond fully with the interests of all European peoples.

41. In this connexion it must be borne in mind that
the consistent application of the principle of respect
for the sovereignty of States is of paramount impor-
tance today. Its importance is all the greater in that
the opponents of peace and those seeking world domi-
nation are disseminating theories that the concept of
the sovereignty of States is obsolete and harmful, and
are setting up all manner of supranational organiza-
tions—of which the FEuropean Defence Community
project is an example—and similar groupings to help
in the realization of their plans. It is no coincidence
that the authors of these attacks on the sovereignty
of States are the very people who at the same time
instigate interventionist activities in the domestic -af-
fairs of other States. The principle of consistent re-
spect for the sovereignty of States is in fact the basis
of peaceful co-operation between peoples, and hence
the indispensable basis of any effective system of col-

lective security. '

42. The Czechoslovak people, having had bitter ex-

_perierice of German expansionist aggression in the

past, are watching the course of events in West Ger-
many, - Czechoslovakia’s immediate - neighbour, with
sharpened attention. Despite the hard-won experience
of two world wars, the policy of reviving German
militarism is not only being preached again, but is
even being applied in the western part of Germany.

43. With the backing of ruling circles in the United
States of America, which seek to arm the West Ger-
man militarists as quickly as possible, Hitler’s politi-
cians and generals are becoming ever more prominert
in West Germany. Their policy of revenge is voiced
with ever-increasing insolence. It is an unheard-of
piece of insolence and a proof of the danger represented -
by German militarism that a former Hitlerite general
should openly be calling for the occupation of France.
The New York Journal-American of 25 September
1954 published an interview with General von Fal-
kenhausen, the former German military governor of
Occupied France and Belgium, in which he recom-
mended that France should be occupied “for her own
protection”, When the journalist interviewing him ob-
served that in talking of occupying France he was
using strong language and advocating strong measures,
the general ominously replied: “Isn’t it about time that
strong language was being used and very strong meas
ures taken?”

44. Since the collapse of the European Defence Com-
munity, aggressive circles, especially in the Unite
States, have been devoting much energy to the realiz?”
tion of their plan to revive West German militarism 21
a military coalition with the West German revanchist®s
in another form, under some new label, as the out-
come of the London negotiations shows.

45. Tn his speech during the general debate [487 th
meeting], Mr. Lloyd spoke as a firm supporter of the
policy of remilitarizing West Germany and express
satisfaction at the results of the London Conferenct

Everybody knows, however, that to arm the West
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German militarists within the system of the aggres-
sive North Atlantic Treaty would be just as danger-
ous to peace in Europe and the world as to revive
the Wehrmacht within the system of a European army.
That fact is not altered by any talk of so-called guaran-
tees. Such talk merely betrays the uneasy conscience
of its authors, and their aim is to deceive world public
opinion and weaken its vigilance.

46. In its note of 27 September 1954, the Czecho-
slovak Government conveyed to the Governments of
o number of European countries which had formerly
peen the victims of Hitlerite aggression an urgent warn-
ing against the danger of a revival of German militar-
ism and spirit of revenge. The Czechoslovak Govern-
ment’s note calls for the taking of the necessary steps
for a peaceful settlement of the German question and
| the establishment of a system of collective security
' in Europe. In its note, the Czechoslovak Government
reaffirms its conviction that the strengthening of peace-
ful political, economic and cultural ties between the
countries of Europe, irrespective of differences in so-
dal structure, would be an important contribution to
peace and security in Europe and a big step forward
towards a settlement of the German question.

47. The revival of an aggressive German army and
its inclusion in a military coalition would confirm the
partition of Germany, accelerate the armaments race
and still further accentuate those disagreements be-
tween the two parts of Europe which stand in the
way of European security.

48, Hence, the draft European collective security
treaty submitted at the Berlin Conference by Mr. V. M.
Molotov, Foreign Minister of the Soviet Union, is of
particular importance, for its entry into force would
mean the removal of that danger and the creation of
conditions for the peaceful coexistence and collabora-
tion of all European nations.

49. The function of the United Nations in the present
situation is to exert every effort to establish and apply
the principles of the peaceful settlement of international
disputes and the development of friendly collaboration
between the nations. States must decide the important
issues in the present international situation by their
wmmon efforts and in accordance with the principles
of the Charter. The United Nations must also help
effectively in restoring normal international relations
and in bringing about a further relaxation of inter-
national tension. The peoples of the world call for
the preservation and strengthening of peace, and they
Sincerely desire that the United Nations should renew
and strengthen its authority by overcoming the forces
Which are leading it away from faithful observance of
the Charter. ‘

0. The Czechoslovak Government, which faithfully
discharges its obligations under the Charter, is whole-
he&rtedly in favour of the development of all forms
o friendly collaboration between nations, so that they
May freely develop their national life and mutual rela-
tons in conditions of peace. It is convinced that such
Wllaboration can prosper if based on mutual equality,
tnsistent observance of the principle -of non-inter-
trence and the fulfilment of internatiomal obligations.

L. In its domestic policy, the Czechoslovak Govern-
Went is devoting a large proportion of State resources
0 promoting industrial and agricultural production and
fade and transport, so as to secure a steady improve-

ment in the material conditions and cultural level of
the whole nation. With the tireless, disinterested help
of the Soviet Union, and in close collaboration with
the people’s democracies, the Czechoslovak people have
achieved considerable success in following such a policy
during the last five years. There is no unemploy-
ment, poverty or hunger among the workers in the
Czechoslovakia Republic, and per capita consumption
has increased during this period by one-fifth.

52. TFurther evidence of the Czechoslovak Govern-
ment’s peaceful policy is offered by the fact that in
1954 budgetary allocations for education, cultural pur-
poses, public health and social welfare amounted to
31.2 per cent of the whole budget, while those for na-
tional defence amounted to only 8.9 per cent.

53. The Czechoslovak people are vitally interested in
the preservation of peace, for they know that only in
conditions of peace can steady progress in welfare be
fully maintained. In order to strengthen peace and
peaceful collaboration among the nations, an end must be
put to all forms of propaganda aimed at deluding world
public opinion by spreading doubts as to the possibility
of the peaceful coexistence of countries with different
systems of social organization. The purpose of the
fictitious allegations and slander repeated in the various
forms of war propaganda is to create an atmosphere of
fear and war hysteria and thus to prepare the ground
psychologically for a new war. Such propaganda is being
intensified in a large number of countries, Not a few
national and responsible military leaders, especially in
the United States, are bluntly urging war.

54, Only recently, Senator Knowland, the leader of
the Republican Party in the Senate of the United States,
published in Collier’s magazine of 1 October 1954 an
article characteristically entitled “We Must Be Willing
To Fight Now”, in which he attempts to prove the
impossibility of the peaceful coexistence of the two sys-
tems, calls the termination of the Korean and Indo-
Chinese wars a big mistake, and urges that war should
be started immediately. In his speech in Detroit on 27
September 1954, Admiral Radford, Chairman of the
United States Joint Chiefs of Staff, reaffirmed the
policy of massive retaliation propounded by Secretary
of State Dulles. General Gruenther, Supreme Com-
mander of the forces of the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization, keeps repeating that atomic weapons will be
11sed in the future war.

55. TInits efforts to condition the people psychologically
and increase war hysteria, war propaganda in the United
States uses methods which recall those employed during
the period preceding the Second World War. In the
New York Times of 29 April 1954, Hanson Baldwin,
the newspaper’s military analyst, already wrote about
the “age of the push-button and of atomic arms”. Thus,
the peoples of the United States and other countries
are being persuaded that war and the use of the most
frightful weapons are inevitable. ’

56. The military propaganda in the United States
leaves no one in any doubt as to who is the intended
victim of the attack that is being prepared. With a
cynicism which arouses disgust and justified indigna-
tion among all peace-loving peoples, the military strat-
egists calculate exactly how many hours of flight are
necessary to drop bombs on the industtial centres of the
Soviet Union, the People’s Republic of China and the

. people’s democracies.
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57. An editorial in the weekly U.S. News & World
Report states, with the indifference of a merchant of
death, that for its $700 million assistance to Spain the
United States will receive a base from which jet bombers
with atomic bombs will be able to fly to Moscow in a
few hours; and in an article published in the 24 August
1954 issue of the magazine Look, the former United
States Ambassador Bullitt attempts to frighten the
Americans with the danger apparently lurking in the
peaceful development of the People’s Republic of China.
He calls for the “liberation” of the Chinese mainland,
and proposes that a war should be started in which the
Americans would use only naval and air forces for
atomic attack, while the burden of the ground fighting
would be left—in accordance with the declared principle
of “Asians against Asians”—to the forces of Chiang
Kai-shek and Syngman Rhee.

58. These few examples show that, despite the con-
demnation of war propaganda contained in the General
Assembly resolution 110 (II) of 3 November 1947,
intensified war propaganda is being conducted in a
number of countries, especially the United States. This
propaganda is being engaged in at a time when the na-
tions are trying to achieve an improvement in their
mutual relations and a relaxation of international ten-
sion, and when their efforts in this direction have al-
ready resulted in such considerable successes as the
termination of the war in Korea and Indo-China.

59. The propaganda in favour of a new war which
is being conducted in a number of countries cannot be
interpreted otherwise than as an effort to spread hatred
and enmity among peoples and aggravate the interna-
tional situation. The General Assembly of the United
Nations cannot ignore these facts.

60. The Czechoslovak delegation therefore proposes
that a new item, entitled “Prohibition of propaganda in
favour of a new war” should be included in the agenda
of the General Assembly.

61. At the same time, the Czechoslovak delegation
proposes the following draft resolution [A4/2744] :

“The General Assembly,

“Considering that the cessation of hostilities in
Korea and the restoration of peace in Indo-China
have contributed to a relaxation of tension in inter-
national relations and that more favourable condi-
tions have consequently been created for the settle-
ment of unsolved international problems and the
strengthening of peace,

“Noting at the same time that propaganda in favour
of a new war, which was condemned by the General
Assembly in a special resolution adopted on 3 Novem-
ber 1947, not only has not been brought to an end,
but is becoming increasingly prevalent in many coun-
tries, that appeals for war and for the use of war
‘bases in foreign territories for the invasion and
bombardment of the large cities and industrial cen-
tres of various countries with the use of atomic and
hydrogen weapons are being systematically broadcast
through the press, radic and cinema and that public
officials not infrequently call for aggressive action
against other States,

“Recognizing that aggressive propaganda of this
kind constitutes a serious obstacle to the further re-
laxation of international tension and the improve-
ment of relations between States,

“Calls upon all Governments strictly to observe the
General Assembly resolution of 3 November 1947
condemning all forms of propaganda, in whatsoever
country conducted, which is either designed or likely
to provoke or encourage any threat to the peace,
breach of the peace or act of aggression, and

“Recommends that all States, both Members and
non-Members of the United Nations, should take
effective measures against all forms of propaganda
tending to create hostility and hatred among na-
tions and increasing the danger of a new world
war as being incompatible with the fundamental prin-
ciples and purposes of the United Nations and as
constituting a serious obstacle to the development of
normal relations among States and the strengthening
of world peace.”

62. The Czechoslovak people desires peace with all its
heart, and it is therefore exerting itself to the utmost
to promote the strengthening of peace and the peaceful
coexistence of nations. We are firmly convineed that the
cause of peace, which is the cause of all ordinary people
throughout the world, will prevail.

63. The ninth session of the General Assembly can
do much to strengthen peace and international security,
The Czechoslovak delegation will seek with all its
strength to help the General Assembly to deal success-
fully with the tasks which a peace-loving humanity
expects it to accomplish.

64. Mr. SHUKAIRI (Syria): The United Nations
General Assembly is again in session. In the past, we
have had eight regular and two special sessions. On
each and every occasion, we have assembled in honour-
able ceremony and dispersed in a distinguished fashion.
On each and every occasion, we have begun the session.
with a minute of prayer or meditation, and we have
ended with a warm exchange of best wishes. On each
and every occasion, we have recited the Charter in the
plenary meetings, we have consulted rules of procedure
in committee meetings, and we have been occupied with
resolutions, motions, points of order and voting, all in
an atmosphere charged with the heat and dust of con-
troversy. But at the end of the day we have cooled down
at social gatherings . where we have enjoyed intellectual
and liquid refreshment. On each and every occasion,
we have presented the world with ringing speeches,
with promising resolutions, and with- eloquent appeals.
Yet, on each and every occasion, -one single question,
a star question, a brutal question, has arisen in the

‘minds of the peoples all over the world: what has be-

come of our Charter?

65. One fact we know beyond any shadow of doubt,
and I beg to state it before you with every expression
of apology. In the cornerstone of this magnificent build-
ing we placed a magnificent copy of the Charter in 2
magnificent ceremony. But the whole reality should be
told not in metaphor, but in vibrant truth.

66. To.begin with, international security has not beet
secured; it is still precarious. It is still exposed to the
dangers of threats and intimidation. It is true that wats
have ceased, but the art of war is flourishing in a wil
race. The reduction of tension that marks our day has
not beem achieved by this Organization. The credi
should go where it belongs: it should go to those who
laboured day and night to achieve what has bee?
achieved. But it is still true that whole peoples in every
corner of the globe are trembling, literally trembling
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ynder the plague of fear, suspicion and restlessness.
Nine years ago, our Organization was established by
the United Nations, which were united in their efforts
to achieve peace and to achieve justice and democracy.
The prospects now are neither dim or grim; but we
should not deny that the Organization now stands with
the nations disunited.

¢7. We cannot legitimately claim that we are bent,
heart and soul, will and action, on upholding the ob-
jectives and purposes of our sublime Charter. Nine
years ago we pledged ourselves, in the very first words
of our Charter, “to save succeeding generations from

the scourge of war, which twice’ in our lifetime has

prought untold sorrow to mankind”. That was our first
and foremost pledge, yet at certain intervals during the
life of our Organization, the danger of universal war
has been imminent, and highly imminent. This General
Assembly can be sure that such a war would not bring
untold sorrow to mankind, for no one may survive to
suffer any feeling of sorrow. :

' 68. It is no secret that certain Members of this Or-

ganization have in their possession sufficient atomic

energy to destroy all human and inhuman energy. In

an atfempt to conquer nature, man’s genius has brought
into existence a weapon capable of terminating our
existence, a weapon ready to undo what human genius

“has done since time immemorial. But the picture is not

entirely gloomy. -We feel a certain degree of confidence.
The great Powers stand in a state of uncertainty, a state
of ignorance regarding each other’s capacity to produce

this devastating weapon. Short of any effective means .

. of control and supervision, it seems that the salvation

i

- of mankind at this very moment rests upon this fortunate

. state of uncertainty and ignorance. Perhaps it is with-

}

out precedent that mankind enjoys the blessing of a

state of ignorance.

69. But a further gleam of hope has found its way
into the deliberations of this session. We feel that we
have been given a breathing space by the additional
item inscribed on the agenda of this session which en-
visages a scheme for international co-operation in de-
veloping the peaceful uses of atomic energy. Let us hope
that this will be adopted unanimously, not by vote as
usual, but by unanimous will and action. Silent action,
after all, is louder than the loudest words.

70. - In the field of regional stability, the Middle East
has shown marked signs of improvement. The long-
standing Anglo-Egyptian dispute is drawing to an end.
It is true that the negotiating party is Egypt; but the
problem, by its nature, is a major Arab problem that
has long deeply disturbed the Arab world. States mem-
bers of the Arab League have not failed to seize every

| Opportunity to support Egypt’s national aspirations.

he success of the Cairo talks can be of great signifi-
fance. Egypt is a leading Arab State. It holds an inter-

Mediate position in the Arab world. It is, therefore, im-

Perative that Egypt should be met all the way, not half-
Vay. The security of the region, to say nothing of other
leg{timate reasons, leaves no room for bargaining or
Esitation. :

/L. But one aspect of the Anglo-Egyptian negotiations
Must be revealed, and it is worth while to pause for a
Moment of recreation, at least. Ever since the beginning
of these negotiations, a subversive endeavour has been
foing on to undermine them. The task here fell upon
Srael, Israel spared no efforts to obstruct the negotia-

tions at various stages. At last, when it found that the
negotiations were continuing and proceeding towards
a successful end, Israel discovered that it was neces-
sary to call upon its last reserve. Israel decided to dis-
turb the negotiations. Israel decided to disturb the
waters and to go fishing for trouble and dissension. Here
are the facts.

72. On 28 September 1954, the S.S. Bat Galim, an
Israel vessel of 500 tons, entered the territorial waters
of Egypt, approached the harbour of Suez and im-
mediately opened fire on two Egyptian fishing boats.
One of the boats sank, and two Egyptian fishermen
were lost. In simple words, this is nothing but aggres-
sion; this is nothing but an act of lawlessness.

73. But that is not the whole story. One other step
was necessary, and Israel took that step yesterday—
and only yesterday. Israel lodged a complaint with the
Security Council, and the item now awaits the Coun-
cil’s consideration. The story as a whole is typical of
Israel’s conduct—I would not say misconduct. In an
attempt to halt the Anglo-Egyptian negotiations, Israel
found it expedient to transfer the whole problem to the
Security Council, But the Security Council, after all, re-
quires a complaint; a complaint, after all, requires an
incident. Israel finds no difficulty in meeting all these
requirements. Thus, an incident was engineered and a
complaint was lodged. It is now in the archives of the
Security Council. '

74. Israel certainly can produce another entirely dif-
ferent version. I would not for a moment doubt the
ability of Israel to produce any story it likes. Israel
may unfold -its thousand and one  grievances, its
sacrifices, its state of siege and whatnot. Israel may as
well unfold the record of its heroism and how it attained
its liberty and independence through blood, sweat and
tears. Certainly Israel has attained its independence
through blood, sweat and tears; with this I would not
disagree except for one, and only one, qualification—
except for one, and only one, exception. The tears are
Israel’s; that is quite certain. The blood belongs to the
adventurers, the military mercenaries of Europe; and
the sweat, eventually and finally, belongs to the tax-
payers of the United States. And this is Israel.

75. I now move to another objective of the Charter,
which, without any introduction whatsoever, readily
presents itself to the mind of the world. It is the prin-
ciple of self-determination. I am afraid that on more
than one occasion we have betrayed this international
obligation. This charge is sufficiently corroborated by
a lengthy line of examples. Millions of people all over
the world are denied their sacred right to self-determina-
tion. Nations that have recently exercised that sacred
right were able to do so only as a result of a bitter
struggle, a struggle to fight for that right, a struggle
to capture that right. It seemed as though the principle
of self-determination had to be fought for with resolute
determination. The world would have hoped very much
that the right of self-determination should be exercised
on its own merits and on its own values—uot by war,
but by demand and desire, simple desire. In the Charter
each and every right stands as of right, without might.
But it is to our deep regret that a tendency is growing
in the United Nations to resist with great determination
the right of self-determination. Outside the United Na-
ions this tendency expresses itself in wholesale repres-
sion, imprisonment and acts of tyranny. Many people
in Asia and Africa are endeavouring to achieve their
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national aspirations by their sweat, by their blood and
by their tears—but never by the Charter. No doubt, at
this very moment, thousands of men and women of
various creeds and colours are suffering death, torture
and untold hardships for no fault of theirs, for no guilt
and for no reason whatsoever except their desire to
live free, unmolested and with human dignity. The
evidence is overwhelming. A few illustrations might suf-
fice to establish our contention. We shall confine our-
selves to problems that are fresh in our minds and alive
in our hearts. '

76. Let us take the problem of North Africa under
French rule. T shall speak with restraint, I shall speak
with moderation—offending nobody and respecting
everybody. Those territories were the site of brilliant
civilization and the seat of outstanding Arab dynasties
of wide name and fame. In the nineteenth century their
life was integrated in the chapter of European im-
perialism. Dismemberment and direct rule soon followed.
Fver since, the whole area has known no peace or
tranquillity. In the two World Wars, the soldiers of
North Africa won the admiration of Europe for their
feats of indescribable bravery. Their contribution to the
cause of . freedom has broken every record. But their
countries remained under the heel of foreign rule. Thus,
the irony of fate has decreed—Ilook what it decreed !—
that they should live without freedom and die for liberty.
1t is undeniable that the peoples of North Africa have
an inherent right to self-determination. They are en-
titled to their national aspirations. But nothing as yet

has been achieved. Consequently, these crucial ques-

tions. arise. Have these people the right to self-deter-
mination? Are they entitled to free and democratic
institutions? Are they entitled to develop their na-
tional culture, economy and social life as they please
and as they need? I venture to say that your answer is
in the affirmative. So let us practise what we preach.
Let us recognize the rights of these peoples to freedom
and liberty. So far, our Organization has only rec-
ognized a right attained by might. So far, our Organiza-
tion has only recognized liberty after a struggle, but it
does not itself struggle to achieve liberty.

77. A ray of light, however, is stealing toward the
continent in darkness, Negotiations between France and
Tunisia have started. We rejoice in this beginning—I am
addressing myself to the chief representative of France
—-we hope to rejoice at the end. We are following the
talks with interest and sympathy. Those territories
are part and parcel of the Arab world. Those peoples
are our kith and kin. Their liberty is the cornerstone
of the structure of peace in that area. We hope that the
Paris negotiations will prepare the ground for freedom
and friendship. We should, however, note with ap-
preciation and satisfaction the fact that the French
delegation has not opposed the inclusion of the prob-
lems of Tunisia and Morocco in the agenda of this
session.

78. The head of the French delegation made a re-
markable statement yesterday [487th meeting]. With
exemplary eloquence and clarity, he insisted that the
United Nations should stop presenting two faces and
speaking with two voices. This is really an admirable
approach. The failure of the United Nations is due
precisely to its appearing before the world with two
faces and two voices. However, two—that is, the num-
ber 2—is only a very humble and mild enumeration.
The United Nations should stop presenting two faces

and speaking with two véices. The only face should be

that of the Charter, and the only voice should be that

of freedom and liberty.

79. We therefore hope that France, at the forth-
coming session of the United Nations, will find its way
to include an item entitled, “The independence of the
peoples of North Africa and their admission to the
United Nations”. France would be making history.
It would be another French Revolution, with all its
glory and with all its honour.

80. This is our stand on the principle of self-deter-
mination. This was our attitude in previous sessions,
We shall continue to take this attitude at the present
session and at every session to follow. When we are
called upon to make a choice, our choice will always be
for the cause of freedom, liberty and democracy. This

explains our stand in respect of the items on West |

Irian and Cyprus. A nation in its fatherland is entitled

to self-determination. I say “in its fatherland” with

emphasis and full meaning. Peoples not in their father- -

land are not entitled to sovereignty. Occupation and
invasion, no matter how remote, are not valid grounds
for sovereignty. It is not proper at this stage to ex-
press the view of my delegation conclusively and finally
on the questions of West Irian and Cyprus. But one

thing is final and conclusive: once we are convinced

in fact and in law that the peoples in Cyprus and West
Irian are in their homelands in full legitimacy, we are
prepared to recognize with no hesitation their right
to self-determination.

81. I now propose to deal with the Palestine prob-

lem, which is the last question on which I shall speak. |

This is a rather chronic item. It is almost as old as -

the Organization itself. No one knows with certainty
which will survive the other. The problem became a
United Nations concern in the middle of 1947. In
eight sessions, the question has been subjected to hair-
splitting examination. The relevant records and docu-
ments in the United Nations by themselves constitute
a voluminous library; the resolutions alone, up to this
very moment, on careful enumeration amount to fifty-
five. What a record! It breaks every past record.

82. Broadly speaking, these resolutions deal with the

partition of Palestine, the internationalization of
Jerusalem, the repatriation of the refugees and the
general security of the country.

83, It is not my intention to unfold the tragedy that

_ began with the Balfour Declaration on 2 November

1917. Nor is it my intention to portray the lamentable
record of British policy in its endeavour to establish
the Jewish National Home upon the Palestine popula-
tion. Likewise, I shall not endeavour to place befor
you a bloody picture of Zionist atrocities before an
after Israel, atrocities committed against the defenct
less and innocent population of Palestine, T shall only

confine myself to the outstanding facts of the problem;

not in their frame of history, but as they stand now
and only now. ‘

84. To begin with, the United Nations, as you '311
know, recommended the establishment of a Jewish
State on Arab soil with almost an Arab majority O
population. To preserve its sanctity and tranquillity;
the Jerusalem area was to be neutralized, demilitarize

and internationalized. It was to be administered by 2
Governor with full authority from the United Nation®
The Trusteeship Council, after laborious effort, adopte
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3 comprehensive Statute for the administration of the
Jerusalem area [4 /1286]. As to the Palestine refugees,
the Assembly decided on every occasion that the refu-
gees wishing to return to their homes should be allowed
to return, while the others choosing not to return
should be adequately compensated. These are the facts
with nothing added and nothing taken away.

85. But what is the present situation? It speaks for
itself. Regarding the territorial question, it is a fact
that Israel now holds 5,000 square kilometres of land
in excess of that allotted to it under the partition
scheme of the United Nations. In this area there exist
tens of Arab cities and villages where thousands and
thousands of refugees could be readily settled. Israel
 claims that it has won the area on the battlefield. Israel
declares that what it has taken by war can only be
surrendered by war. What a peace-loving Member of
your Organization!
86. As far as the Jerusalem area is concerned, in-
ternationalization has not been effected. The Statute
of the Trusteeship Council lies at rest in the archives
of this Organization. Israel has declared this city to be
its eternal capital. As a second Berlin, a Berlin in the
Middle East, Jerusalem is resigning itself to destiny.
Its holy shrines, sacred to millions of believers of every
creed and denomination, could be reduced to smoke
and ashes before the matter could be placed on the
agenda of the Security Coumncil. It could be reduced
to ruins before the Security Council is able to place the
item on its agenda. ‘

87. With regard to the refugees, the problem is grow-
ing, in number and in gravity. A whole nation was
uprooted from its fatherland. This is the eighth year
of its life in exile, life in tents, in caves, in shattered
buildings, with a deeply rooted longing to go back to
the homeland that has been handed down to them from
their fathers and grandfathers. So far, not a single refu-
gee has been repatriated. Arab property, the assets of
generations, the sweat of generations, the toil of
generations since time immemorial, is now seized by
Israel for the benefit of Israel.

88, What is the net result? It is a fact beyond
controversy that Israel rejects the resolutions of the
General Assembly. Israel refuses to abide by the de-
marcation lines in the partition plan. Israel refuses to
Tepatriate the refugees. Israel refuses to internationalize
Jerusalem. On these three major issues, Israel ignores
the wishes of the international community. Time and
fime again this honourable Assembly has urged Israel
to implement those resolutions. International concilia-
tion and mediation have failed to prevail with Israel.
lediation has met with the same fate as the martyr
himself, Count Bernadotte. The Palestine Conciliation
ommission, meeting in every capital and in every
tlimate, could not dislodge Israel from the obstinate
Position it has taken in rejecting the resolutions of the
General Assembly.

8. The matter, therefore, now stands crystal clear.
Israel refuses to implement your resolutions. Your
Mediation hms failed. Your conciliation has been
frustrated. We humbly submit that the deadlock could
b broken. I say that with all honesty and with all
Sincerity. It could be broken by the establishment of a

alestine commission with wide powers to give effect
‘to the resolutions of the General Assembly. The pro-
"sses of implementation require that Jerusalem should

be the headquarters of that commission. The question
of membership in this commission would be of para-
mount importance. We believe the commission should
be composed of the United States, the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom, France and
China—the five permanent members of the Security
Council. Ultimately, responsibility for international
peace and security rests in the hands of this supreme
organ. As to priority of action, we believe that the
repatriation of the refugees must come first and fore-
most, the Jerusalem question and the territorial ques-
tion to follow in due course. After all, we are not sug-
gesting solutions. These suggestions are nothing but
your resolutions.

90. Should Israel fail to give the necessary co-opera-
tion and support to this commission, Israel would have
to stand squarely before the penalties of the Charter.
Political and economic sanctions and loss of member-
ship ate sufficient guarantees to reduce rebellion to
acquiescence and obedience. Israel, after all, as you
all know, lives not from within but from without.
Israel’s body is in Palestine, but its veins and arteries
lie far abroad.

91. Acting on these lines, the General Assembly, we
believe, would be faithful to its resolutions and would
act in keeping with the principles of the Charter and
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

92. In closing, allow me to address myself to each
and every delegation and to the whole world at large.
Here is the high road to peace, leading to the land of
peace. The establishment of a Palestine commission
with full power and support can make your resolutions
a living reality. Let us act, and act with sincerity and
honesty, before the situation gets out of hand.

93. Mr. POPOVIC (Yugoslavia) (translated from -
French): Mr. President, permit me to congratulate
you on your election to the presidency of the General
Assembly, and to associate my delegation with the mark
of deep confidence tendered to you.

94, At the same time I wish to express my delega-
tion’s high esteem for the President of the eighth
session of the General Assembly, Mrs. Vijaya Lakshmi
Pandit. We pay tribute to the dignity and impartiality
with which Mrs. Pandit carried out her important
duties as President of the General Assembly.

05., The ninth session of the General Assembly is
being held in a new international atmosphere. In our
opinion, it is particularly important now to reach as
wide agreement as possible on the significance of this
situation. This would enable us to seek in concert the
most suitable ways and means of gradually settling
existing difficulties and problems.

96. 1 think we are not entitled to neglect any phe-
nomenon or ‘event likely to strengthen any reasonable
hope that the effects of the culminating phase of the
“cold war” will at last be overcome. Consequently, any
thoughtful evaluation of the international situation
must be divorced from current propaganda. In the last
analysis, this constitutes the safeguard and the prere-
quisite of any correct and realistic policy. No valid
policy can be pursued if what is presented to public
opinion is in permanent conflict with the analysis on
which political action is based.

97. We think—and this seems to us to confirm the
accuracy of the analyses we have made in the past—
that the international situation as a whole has recently
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advanced in the direction of creating new positive op-
portunities for a rapprochement of views and for more
fruitful international co-operation.

98. Among the most salient facts which bear out this
viewpoint should be mentioned the cessation of hos-
tilities in Korea and Indo-China. The importance of
these events, by reason of their general implications,
undeniably extends far beyond the frontiers of the ter-
ritories in which war was fought. This fact is ade-
quately demonstrated by the international nature of
the interests involved in these “local wars”, in their
development and their cessation. It is this international
aspect which has always engendered the fear that
these conflicts might spread.

99. It has now been shown, we feel, that a solution
can be found through negotiation for any situation,
even for those which are apparently the most hopeless
and where the parties involved are already engaged in
full-scale war.

100. Without in any way underestimating the role
or the contribution of the negotiators, it seems to me
that an international event of such significance could
not have occurred if it had not been introduced and
preceded by a general improvement in international
conditions and prospects. The favourable outcome of
the negotiations is at the same time a particularly im-
portant contribution to the future development of this
procedure, :

101. = Although, as is often the case, political relations
between nations have not kept pace with the objective
possibilities themselves, we feel that an improvement
in international relations may be expected.

102.  While it is true that the international situation
involves important new factors, it cannot be described,
interpreted or dealt with correctly within the frame-
work or on the basis of attitudes and formulas which
are already outmoded, or by giving way to the inertia

of deeply ingrained preconceived ideas and pragmatic .

prejudgments rooted in adverse attitudes. In - fact,
events have already discredited these methods as in-
struments for interpreting or effecting positive changes
in reality.

103. From the critical period of the “cold war” the
world has inherited the tendency of the parties con-
cerned to interpret and to present every solution of in-
ternational problems in terms of the defeat or the
victory of one of the parties and its practical policy.
This is, in our opinion, an erroneous viewpoint. For
in spite of and independently of transitory judgments
and political calculations, peace has been strengthened
in an extremely sensitive area of the world, thanks
in the last analysis to the countless efforts of the great
majority of mankind.

104. The evidence that negotiation is necessary and
that agreement is possible should cause us to measure
the extent of the responsibilities of governments and
of statesmen as regards the influence they may exert
on the future course of events.

105. Is the picture of favourable opportunities that
I have just sketched here not too optimistic? I do
not think so, for the following reasons. First, it is time
for political realism to become an active and con-
structive force, and for the world to lose the habit
of seeing only the negative and discouraging side.
Secondly, such an attitude of exaggerated optimism
would fit in neither with our intentions nor our way

of looking at things. For we realize full well that there
is the ever-present danger that problems which haye
been only partially settled and other problems which
are still unsolved may become more serious.

106. It is obvious that a balance has been struck in
the general relationship of forces, and the efforts of the
United Nations to organize collective defence against
aggression have in all probability made a decisive con-
tribution to this end. First and foremost, in our opinion,
we have gained time, which is of immense importance
to all of us. It seems justifiable to interpret the fact
that a respite of a few years has been gained in this
atomic age as meaning that war has been lastingly
averted. Secondly, it is our common duty to take ad-
vantage of this relaxation of tension to maintain and
prolong the trend by giving it fresh impetus, that is,
by directing our principal efforts towards establish-
ing an increasing prosperity, instead of condemning
ourselves to even more burdensome expenditure on
armaments.

107. The relative calm and equilibrium in which we
are living today are accompanied by unprecedented in-
stability in economic affairs. The economic disequilib-
rium in the world, and in particular the fact that
in present circumstances the economic progress of cer-
tain countries places most of the other countries of the
world in a position of economic inequality, constitutes
a continuing danger, likely to provoke new conflicts,
In a situation in which the immediate threat of war
has decreased, and with it the justification for any
unnecessary haste in the alignment of battlefronts, we
must see. to it that the real problems assume the
prominence they deserve, while not neglecting any op-
portunity of promoting a relaxation of tension.

108. If the facts here cited correspond to reality, they
make it incumbent upon us to adopt a fresh approach
to problems and difficulties, to use new methods. We -
have already said that in our view it was necessary to
rid ourselves of concepts and ways of thinking im-
planted in our minds by the bitter “cold war”. The
political arsenal of the “cold war” comprises: the East-
West antinomy, which is only too real in political mat-
ters, but which is actually unrealistic and unworkable;
division into blocs; alignment of States according to
their ideology and the like, and even to some extent
the concept of peaceful coexistence, which must be
understood today as armed coexistence. By resorting
in practical politics to such rigid and over-simplified
terms and concepts which cannot encompass the en-
tire complexity and diversity of international relations,
there is a risk that these relations will be aggravated
and reduced to their most antagonistic elements, o,
in other words, that the opportunities for co-operation
and the constructive consideration of unsolved prob-
lems will be hampered. In this connexion, it cannot be
denied that the existing military blocs, which were
formed in the East immediately after the war, although
they are not formally designated as such, actually con-
stituted an association whose formation and existence
played a considerable part in aggravating and even i
unleashing the “cold war”. ‘
109. Above all there was no justification for the
creation of military blocs, tacit or overt, formed on
ideological lines. Such an association of necessity con-
ceals or generates tendencies towards intervention an
admits the use of force as an instrument of political
action.
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{10. With regard to passive peaceful coexistence, I
inink that it is not by accident that some of the speakers
4ho have preceded me on this rostrum have demon-
grated its inadequacy. Generally speaking, this co-
wistence has already been brought about, more or less.
But coexistence cannot prevail if it is not transformed
nto active international co-operation.

111. Marshal Tito, President of the Federal People’s
iRepub]iC of Yugoslavia, in discussing this problem in
his speech of 19 September 1954, made the following
gatement : ’

“] have already said that the immense majority
of mankind considers the settlement of disputes by
war absurd. Nevertheless, contentious problems do
exist. How are they to be solved? Obviously I can-
not give you a recipe, but we must perseveringly
follow the road which leads towards the peaceful
settlement of disputes. Moreover, I should like to
emphasize that it is possible for the world as it is
—socialist, communist and capitalist—to exist. There
are States with different systerns in the world. Must
these States set out on a crusade, one against the
other, and must the strongest impose its system on
‘the others; or, on the contrary, should they collabo-
rate in the existing circumstances? I believe that
the coexistence of different systems in the world
offers the only solution. It is the only means of avoid-
ing conflicts. Such coexistence requires an end to the
ideological propaganda war, which goes so far as to
threaten the use of armed force. The coexistence of
nations is necessary and possible; tha* is to say, they
must collaborate in all questions which are of mutual
concern. There are no two countries in the world
which have no common interests which would permit
mutual collaboration. Obviously ~this may seem
utopian if we observe the present developments of
events abroad. But this will cease to be utopian when
people understand that it is the only way out, that
it is the only possibility for coexistence, peaceful
co-operation and energetic action against aggression
and war. Today this is our task and that of all
progressive men.” .

112. In short, the battle for peace which was won
in Korea, in Indo-China and elsewhere has not been
won against any one political ideology, even less to
the advantage of another, but solely against aggression
and war as an instrument of policy. In face of the dan-
ger of relying solely on recourse to arms, a real and not
an ideological danger, it is justifiable and necessary to
organize collective defence under the auspices of the

3ggression cannot be halted in time:

13. I feel that it was important to make these ex-
Panatory statements in order to avoid being misunder-
. Stood, We are not in favour of any kind of neutrality
I the face of aggression. We think that two camps
e more than we need. For this reason we are not in
wour of a “third force”, but only in favour of a solu-
tion contrary to that implied by blocs; in other words
Ve are in favour of peaceful and constructive interna-
tiona] collaboration. I am sure you will believe me
%hen I say that my country and my Government will
0 their utmost, as they have in the past, to maintain
teir place in the forefront of the struggle for peace
d against aggression.

nited Nations in order to resist the aggressor if the

114. We are firmly convinced that fresh opportunities
have been or are in the process of being created to solve
specific problems which have been awaiting a solution
for some time. I should like to mention a few of the
main questions among those on the agenda of this
Assembly without wishing, of course, to minimize other
items on which my Government’s views have already
been repeatedly expressed.

115. My Government has always given very serious
attention to the problem of disarmament and has made
every effort to ensure that real progress was achieved
in this matter. We have come to this session in the hope
that, despite past failures, we shall be able to make
progress in this problem. We feel that both general as
well as special conditions have matured so that measures
could be taken which would enable us to take at least
the first steps. We now feel that this hope is about to be
realized. This is the significance we wish to attach to
the Soviet Government’s acceptance of the French and
United Kingdom memorandum [DC/53, annex 9] as
a point of departure for future discussions. Furthermore, .
the United States initiative in the matter of the use of
atomic energy for peaceful purposes is working towards
the same end.

116. In this sense we welcome the Franco-British
memorandum. Without entering here into the substance
of the memorandum, it should be emphasized that the
document is imbued with a spirit of realism and com-
promise, and that it creates real prospects of agreement.
For this reason it is today the most propitious basis for
the study of the disarmament question.

117. The Soviet proposals submitted during the general
debate [484th meeting] show that the Soviet Union
has drawn closer to the proposals put forward in Lon-
don by the French and United Kingdom representa-
tives and supported by the United States. Consequently,
there is reason to believe that at this session of the
General Assembly the disarmament question will be
discussed for the first time on a realistic basis without
the speakers adopting diametrically opposed positions
at the outset.

118. This fact is all the more significant inasmuch
as the very application of the procedure provided in
the memorandum of France and the United Kingdom,
as well as a constructive discussion on the basis of this
proposal, might lead to a situation in which the dan-
ger of war would continue to recede and humanity would
be saved from the catastrophic consequences of the use
of modern weapons of destruction such as the atomic
and the hydrogen bomb. This would help to give a
strong new impetus to the relaxation of international
tension and to the improvement of conditions for the
solution of all other contentious questions.

119. Many economic problems, such as the weakening
of multilateral trade, the paralysis of the international
flow of capital, the chronic non-convertibility of cur-
rencies, and the like, are only external manifestations
of the fundamental disequilibrium in the world’s eco-
nomy known to all of us as the problem of the under-
developed countries. The Secretary-General rightly em-
phasized in his annual report [4/2663] that this prob-
lem should continue to be our main preoccupation.
Moreover, the problem is eloquently expressed in the
monstrous contradiction of a world where food surpluses
in certain areas go hand in hand with tragic under-
nourishment and famine in other regions of the world.
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120. We have the parallel problem of the unequal rate
of economic development in various parts of the world.
This problem is particularly serious for the peoples
living in the under-developed countries. Nevertheless,
it is equally fraught with crisis for the industrial coun-
tries. This was expressed with remarkable clarity by
Mr. Scheyven, the representative of Belgium, when

he said on 19 July in the Economic and Social Council
" [810th meeting] that the prosperity of some nations de-
pended more and more on the prosperity of others and
that the poverty of the latter slowed the pace of the
former.

121. The activities of our Organization in this field,
such as the United Nations Expanded Programme of
Technical Assistance and the United Nations Children’s
Fund, have so far not only enabled us to achieve great
results, but have also shown us the path to follow. The
problem of an expanded United Nations programme
for the under-developed countries is in truth not new;
but the present situation would seem to permit and
even to require that we tackle it more energetically.

122. Last year we adopted a declaration [resolution
724 A (VIII)] promising in general terms that some
of the savings realized through a reduction of arma-
ments would be allocated to the special fund for eco-
nomic development. However, it is obvious that ac-
celerated economic development of the under-developed
countries must not be made conditional upon the success
achieved in international disarmament. On the ‘con-
trary, the existence and the functioning of such a
fund could, of itself, greatly assist in creating a general
atmosphere favourable to disarmament. Later, once in-
ternationally controlled disarmament has been achieved
—and we believe it will be in the not-too-distant future
—large additional resources could be made available to
the fund, and it could thus have a decisive impact on
the pace of economic development in vast areas of the
world. My country has expressed its readiness to con-
tribute at once as much as it can to such a fund.

123. The problem of the use of atomic energy is closely
linked with that of the development of the under-
developed countries and the question of disarmament.
By saying that these problems are closely related, I
do not mean that the solution of one of them should
in any way be made conditional upon the solution of
the others. On the contrary, we are convinced that the
unconditional solution of each of these problems would
contribute to an effective solution of the others,

124. 'The advent of atomic power, and the immense
increase in productive forces it makes possible, has made
the present framework of international relations too
narrow, and calls for an infinitely greater measure of
economic interdependence and co-operation. These new
sources of power and prosperity do not, of course, in
any way diminish the need for a much greater and
more equitable use of already existing possibilities and
resources. We therefore warmly welcome the initiative
taken by the United States in proposing that practical
possibilities for the use of atomic energy for non-military
purposes should be studied within the framework of our
Organization.

125. The attitude of the Government of the Federal
People’s Republic of Yugoslavia towards international
problems is, generally speaking, determined by its ef-
forts for the maintenance of peace and the development

ment is or is not consistent with the spirit of the Charter..

‘to rearmament, but partial, limited and controlled re-

of the largest possible measure of international co.
operation, based on the principles of independence, equa}
rights and non-interference in the internal affairs of
other countries.

126, It is in the light of this analysis of the interna.
tional situation and of the Yugoslav Government’s policy
that, in our opinion, the significance of the treaty of
mutual assistance, political co-operation and alliance .
recently signed by Greece, Turkey and Yugoslavia
should be measured. I am convinced that it is not
lacking in modesty to say that the co-operation of these
three countries extends beyond the frontiers of the
Balkan region and is an important contribution to the
consolidation of peace in Europe. We have here, in fact,
not only an example of coexistence, but a living illustra-
tion of the possibility of fruitful co-operation in all
fields between countries with different social systems,
It is a regional organization which in essence is fully
in harmony with the spirit and aims of the United Na-
tions Charter and which encourages wider international
co-operation. We feel that the latter criterion—the ques-
tion whether a given regional agreement facilitates or
hinders participation in broader international co-opera-
tion—is the best way of determining whether an agree-

127. My country’s policy in Europe is guided by the
same principles. We are fully convinced that the creation
of a united, democratic and peaceful Europe has be-
come a historical necessity, irrespective of the existence
of any immediate danger of aggression. That is why
today, when we seem to have the necessary time at our
disposal, it has become even more obvious that we can-
not expect to reach lasting solutions in Europe through
exclusively military co-operation, but only through co-
operation between equal and independent European na-
tions in all fields, directing our main efforts towards a
lasting reduction of intra-European antagonisms. This
includes, first and foremost, the settlement of differences
between France and Germany.

128. In this connexion, the Yugoslav Government is
convinced, as it has said repeatedly, that it is neces-
sary for us, while continuing our efforts to achieve the
unity of Germany—which, it seems, can only be attained .
in a far less tense international atmosphere—frankly t0
admit that it has become practically impossible to con-
tinue to deny Germany the right to its sovereignty and

armament, keeping constantly in mind the fears of
other nations, which were only too well justified by
the tragic experiences of the past.

129.  To place military preoccupations and reasons if
the foreground——that is, to reduce the problem to the
number of military divisions—would be to run the risk
of playing into the hands of militaristic tendencies. And
it is natural that the European countries should be
especially sensitive to this risk,

130. However, if these essential precautionary meas:
ures are taken, what matters now is that the Europea
niations should reach agreement of their own free wil
on the basis of equality and independence, and in 2
spirit of co-operation and political non-exclusiveness
while respecting their common interests. It seems to U
that efforts to unify Europe should be judged in act
cordance with these general criteria and not only in 2
cordance with the original formulas which necessarily
bear the stamp of the time when they were drafted. J
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?131. As regards _thfe Austrian [.)r()lbvlem,ldwti:mz:;e ];c;:r;
| Jinced that a satis actory sol_utlon could
| eached had it not—to the detriment of universal peace
| zrzx;d of the interests and rights of Aus@ria——been made
J conditional, artificially, on other questions. A gradual
eturn to normal COHdltlon_s in the relations between
‘my country and the countries of Western Europe has
 heen evident during the past year. We note Wl.th satis-
taction that the governments of those countries have
realized that a return to normal conditions cannot be
confined to words, bL-It must bp translated into deeds.
iYngoslavia will continue, as in the past, to take an
uctive part in the improvement of relations with t.h.ose
countries, on the Dbasis of its fundamental political
rinciples. On such a Dasis, our close and friendly re-

| : .
k{)ations with the Western nations cannot in any way

e adversely affected,

1132, Yugoslavia, resolved to apply these principles in
order to consolidate peace, has made the maximum f:f-
fort, at the greatest sacrifice, to reach a compromise
solution of the Trieste question. I am glad to be able
1o refer in this Assembly to the agreement which was
signed this very morning in London by all the Gov-
emments directly concerned and the text of which,
 together with the accompanying joint dec}arahon, has
just been submited to the Security Council [S/3301].
Allow me to express here my profound conviction that
this agreement will prove the starting point of fruitful
‘and friendly relations between my country and Italy.

133. Besides our friendly relations with all the
Western countries, we have very cordial relations with
many Asian countries, especially India and Burma,
‘having similar economic and social problems and a
common desire to ensure peace and the development
of international co-operation. It is against that back-
ground that President Tito will soon visit these two
countries,

134. It is also by basing ourselves on that appraisal
of the situation that we explain our attitude towards
the role and responsibility of our Organization in the
solution of international problems. It is precisely
because we regard the United Nations as one of the
main factors in the formulation of new methods in in-

ternational relations that we, without feeling that we
should reiterate their arguments, associate ourselves
with those who have criticized in this Assembly the
tendency to solve some of the nost important interna-
tional problems outside the United Nations, as well as
the tendency to minimize or to by-pass the primary role
which the United Nations should play in the maintenance
of international peace and security, especially in the
elimination of causes of tension.

135. In this spirit we also support the many speakers
who have emphasized here that the principle of the
universality of the United Nations must be fully and
logicallv implemented. The present situation is all the
more abnormal in view of the fact that the effective in-
ternational role of some of the States in question has
been recognized in practice when it has proved impos-
sible to dispense any longer with their participation in
certain vitally important international negotiations,
136. The Secretary-General has referred ta all the
problems which we have just mentioned. He has done
$0 in a verv convincing manner in the introduction to
his annual report, especially where he states that in the
struggle for peace the full implications of the fact of
interdependence must be accepted, and when he em-
phasizes the bad effect of a split into different camps
which has developed among the Member nations.
137. Despite the unavoidable failures and shortcomings
which are apparent in the work of the United Nations,
and which are primarily a reflection of the state of in-
ternational relations, I feel that it is only fair to draw
particular attention to the mission of our Organization,
which is virtually irreplaceable as a body that per-
sonifies and guarantees the continuity of negotiations
and the meeting of opinions, irrespective of the
favourable or unfavourable atmosphere of international
relations.

138. The great successes so far achieved by the United
Nations testify to its ever greater role in international
life. We are convinced that, in present conditions, that
role will continue to grow, and my country is ready,
as it has always been in the past, to give its full and
enthusiastic support to the United Nations.

The weeting rose at 12.55 pan.
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