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Address of welconle to Mr. Calo Plaza, President
of Ecuador

1. The PRESIDENT (translated from French) : .It
is my great privilege today to welcome, on behalf of the
Gener,:.1 Assembly, His Excellency 1\1r. Galo Plaza,
President of Ecuador.
2. President Galo Plaza is no stranger to the United
Nations. He took part in the consultations that paved
the way for the San Francisco Conference, he actively
collaborated in the work of that conference and, exactly
six years ago today, on 26 June 1945, he signed the
United Nations Charter on behalf of Ecuador.
3. Under the leadership of its'President, the Republic
of Ecuador has continued to adhere to the i)rinciples of
the Charter. Its Govemme'"1t has in particular demon
strated its attachment to che principle of respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms, It has sought,
in the economic and social spheres, to raise the people's
standard of living. We know that it has called upon the
technical assistance services of the United Nations Imd
of the specialized agencies to help it to fulfil its plans.
4. There can be no better way of commemorating the
anniversary of the signing of the United Nations Char
ter than to hear President Plaza, whom I am very happy
to invite to speak.

Address by Mr. Galo Plaza, President of Ecuador

5~ The PRESIDENT OF ECUADOR (translated
from Spanish) : It is a special privilege for me to have
this opportunity of speaking before this Assembly whose
decisions may so profoundly affect the destiny of man
kind. I wish to thank you, Mr. President, for your
kind words and I should like, at this point, on behalf of
the people of Ecuador, my Government and myself, to
give expression to our sincere wish that the United
Nations may enjoy even greater success, that it may

succeed in promoting and establishing on a lasting foun
dation the well-being and brotherhood of all the nations
of the world.

6. On my visit to the United .States and other friendl):
countries, I could not have faded to take advantage ot
the opportunity of appearing before the greatest inter
national organization in order to bring it a message from
one of its Members which continues to work and to co
operate, hopefully and confidently, in the Organization's
efforts to ensure that there shall be genuine solidarity
among the associated Nations. My presence here today
has but one purpose, namely, to d('~monstrate once again
the profound sen.timents of fraterpity which the people
of Ecuador feel towards all the peoples of the earth, and
it is in that spirit that I greet you today.
7. As a member of my country's delegation, I had the
honour to attend the San Francisco Conference and co
be one of the signatories of the Charter. By what for
me is a happy turn of fate, today, 26 June, sees the
fulfilment of six years of very important work for the
development of the civilized world.' For that reason it
is a special pleasure for me to be with you today. This is,
perhaps, a fitting moment for recalling an a.spect of the
fundamental decisions which were then' adopted and
which, in practice, have already produced various re
sults-not all of them~ unfortunately, in conformity with
the sincere ideals of peace and human progress which
inspired us in 1945.

8. It was not without serious difficulty that agreement
was reached on the text of the Charter. But with perse
verance and an unshaken belief that it is possible to
devise solutions capable of impr~ving the lot of man
kind and international relations, the obstacles which
apparently stood in the way of g~neral agreement were
gradually and patiently overcome. Everyone gave way
on certain points and the final text was the outcome of
mutual concessions, for we were pursuing our efforts
with the conviction that we were working for all man"
kind.
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9. Looking back, I believe that although thf~ work is
not perfe~t, we made no mistake regarding the general
lines of the international organization.
10. The two world wars of this century caused suffer
ing and havoc hnd left behind them a multiplicity of
complex problems. It was essential to rule out the pos
sibility of the outbreak of a third conflict which would
entail enormous sacrifices, the loss of many millions of
human lives and destruction on a scale not even imag
ined in the past. A!:cordingly it became essential to form
a new internatk.l'11aJ organization through which it would
be possible to seek more civilized and more equitaple
solutions of a peaceful nature for clashes of human and
national interests.
11. It is true that an earlier attempt, that of the League
of Nations. had not been wholly successful; the League
had not wholly fuifilled its political task. Nevertheless,
interfl~tional co-operation, under the rule of law and
universally accepted standards, was perceived as offer
ing the only means by which the human race could avoid
self-destruction; for it is to self-destruction that we are
being led by a technical progress which unfortunately
has been infinitely greater, in recent centuries, than
moral progresB.
12. The intention was that the new organization should
be concerned not O1J1y with political problems, but also
with economic, social and cultural problems. Not only
was it to be stipulated that nations, great and small,
should be able to live in freedom, confidence and inde
pendence, but we had to begin with fundamentals: we
had to proclaim the fundamental equality of all men,
safeguard human freedoms and give the peoples the pos':'
sibility of living ,;n freedom from fear ~.nd d,~spair, for
in the absence of those conditions it worJd be impossible
even ~o talk of. a firm and lasting peat:~.

13. We had to find a fair balance and a method
whereby each State would retain the rir,ht of self
determination, in conformity with the freely expressed
will of its people and, at the same time, whereby the
nations could achieve co-operation among themselves
for the maintenance and development of respect for
human rights and the fundamental freedoms of all.

14. Various States, as we all know, including in par
ticular a number of American republics, would have
preferred that in all United Nations bodies, including
the Security Council, questions of every kind should be
settled by the democratic process of the majority deci
sion. That preference did not prevail since at that time
it appeared that the only way in which the United Na
tiens could be established was by accepting the system
which was subsequently instituted by the Charter.

15. The Government of Ecuador believed them, as I
believe today, that the majority of the Members of the
United Nations would, in the last analysis, support
whatever decisions appeared most equitable and most in
conformity with the Chartet-decisions calculated to
preserve peace without sacrificing principles of morality
and the law of nations, collective measures and action to
repel or to prevent aggression and to outlaw it from the
world everywhere and at all times. I believe that that,
i£l effect, has hitherto been and will continue in the
future to be the policy of the United Nations. This is
logical, since it must be remembered that the vast major
ity of the Members of the United Nations, which are not

permanent members of the Security Council, consists of
small and medium-sized countries which, as a rule, are
bound to desire the maintenance of a system of pe~ce,

law and justice, which guarantees the territorial integrity
and political independence of all nations. This majority
also includes countries which, although large in area
and capable of supporting a large population, and des
tined to achieve great economic and military strength,
must act here in accordance with their peaceful tradi
tions of respect for the rights of other States.
16. On the basis of these facts, it was evident, in my
opinion, that the majority of the Members of the
United Nations would not be inciined to support mili
tary adventures, or to use the name of the world Organi
zation to cloak imperialist enterprises; for if they did so,
they would ipso facto be working against their own
essential and permanent ih:erests, by creating precedents
which might subsequently recoil against the freedom of
their, own peoples and against the integrity of their own
territories.

17. The fact that many States belong to one or other
group or system of regional organization, should not
and could not, in my opinion, impair this conclusion, '
which is one of the bases of my faith in the United
Nations.

18. The events (If the p~st year and the pressure
brought to bear by the democratic process, in accordance
with constitutional methods, to ac~eve a clarification of
the foreign policy of some of the c011Dtries involved,
have already proved that the majority of the Members
of the United Nations, in acting as it ha3 acted in recent
times, was not harbouring aggressive intentions, was not
seeking conquests, was not attempting to revive an un
acceptable colonialism, was not conniving at the oou11
nation of one State by another and was not attempting
to deprive any people of the right to e~tablish the gov
ernment or its choice. On the contrary, I think it has
been demonstrated that, in 'the crucial event~ of inter
national life, the United Nations has sov.ght to strengthen
itself to defend peace, has sought to eliSllre th-at the
peoples, by means of plebiscites or free and impartial
elections, might freely express their will and decide tl1eir
own future, and has embarked on the task of coll€;(~tive

action to repel aggression, thereby creatin~ a D€W land
mark in the history of internatiOlial relations.

19. Collective action is a safeguard for the small States.
For them, regional association and ret~onal action are
necessary and desirable, for political and economic rea
sons of all kinds; nev~rche!~sS', it is also essential that
they should be able to rely, ~n the last resort, on the'
international Organ.ization, particularly in cases where,
'at the regional level, it is impossible, or there is unwill
ingness, to satisfy their just claims. That is why I believe
that the faith of most States in the United Nations has
increased with the beginning of collective action.
Although it is regrettable that it has be~n necessary to
embark upon collective action, that action, if carried
out with perseverance and prudente, will strengthen the
authority and effectiveness of our international Organi
zation and convert it into an instrument for the raising
end discussion .not only of problems which, for one rea
son or another, may be of direct interest to many States
or affect vast geographical areas, but also for the dis
cussion and just settlement of lesser disj/utes, with less
wide-spread international implications.
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20. Like any new organization, the United Nations
has not yet been able to achieve that degree of perfec
tion and efficacy which we all desire; yet, happily, there
is no doubting i~3 great influence throughout the world
or the fruitful work it is doing in the technical, social
and ~ultural fields. For my part, I hope and trust that
the United Nations will be able, albeit slowly and pa
tiently, to settle the serious politicRI problems now
pending.

21. If the Organization continues to defend the right
of every nation to achieve and maintain independence, if
it continues steadfastly along the path of collective se
curity, there is reason to hope that a time will come
when even those political sectors which now challenge
the good intentions of this international body will he
come convinced that the United Nations must, if neces
sary, also defend the integrity or independence of any
Member State, whatever the economic and social orlgani
zation and the political position of the State which has
been attacked.

22. Among the prdblems which threaten peace we
must include those created by the fear which States
may entertain for their international security. This
danger becomes much mGt"e acute if any State seeks to
expand its territory, urgeci on by the quest for power,
the desire for material expansion, or ideological fervour,
when it tries to impose its political ideas, its system of
government or social organization, outside its frontiers.
Every nation should be free to experiment as it pleases .
within its borders, provided that fundamental human
rights are respected; but it should also allow other
countries to follow whatever way of life they prefer.
In this way the nations will be able to live together in
peace.

23. We must continue to hope that outstanding prob
lems will be resolved without a fresh armed conflict.
This hope derives support from the fundamental truth
that the peoples do not hate one another. If the peoples
could open their gates, enter freely into direct contact
with each other, discuss their differences and, above all,
guide the conduct of their rulers, the common desire fo~

peace would dispel this tragic anxiety. There is no
problem that cannot be solved by peaceful methods. But
that involves sacrifices on either side, provided that such
sacrifices are not inconsistent with the principles of
morality or of the Charter.

24. As long as there are threats of aggression, the
peace-loving nations ca~:mot do otherwise than prepare
themselves to defend their lives and their rights, though
it is, of course, regrettable that the economic effort in
volved in defensive preparations is not devoted, as it
might have been, to achieving a more rational and just
solution to the social and economic problems which are
precisely the problems which jeopardize security and
peace. But the solution to these problems must be sought
in a democratic setting, without the sacrifice of human
rights. We who are in positions of authority reuIize that
it is hard to preserve human rights in times of great
crisis, when dangers mount and passions run high. Yet
there is no greater satisfaction than to rule without re
~orting to oppression, viqlence or abuse.
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25. Happily for mankind: democracy is rich in ideas
and methods which enable governments to work for the
good of the majority, in accordance with the will of the
majority, while maintaining the greatest possible individ
ual freedom, although democrati\~ action has to assume
the form and ,adopt the rhythm ne~essitated by the par
ticular circumstances of each country.

26. Democracy can rectify its mistakes, and in fact
subjects them to severe review through free discussion;
it is full of genius and imagination, and has the gift of
discovering new ways of accomplishing the progress and
well-being of the people. It does not need war to con
tinue its advancement, nor does it need states of emer
gency to justify its philosophy and hs very existence.
Absolute power, uncontrrlied a~d in the hands of a few,
may at times boast of its vast material achievements,
but democracy can do better, even in that field, if, in
order to satisfy the needs of the people, an increasingly
rational use is made of each country's natural resources
and if the economic activities of all are co-ordinated.
Democracy m.ust produce more to provide all workers
with a greater measure of comfort and well-being, of
human dignity and worth. With the means at its dis
posal, the democratic world can set itself """)st ambitious
targets, with a view ~o remedying present failings and
repairing present injustice.

27. rI'hrough me, Ecuador reiterates its conviction that
the United Nations 'will continue to work persever
ingly along the road to salvation indicated in the Charter.
This Organization is the supre'me hope for achieving
co-operation among States and 5ustice among men.

28. In the last few days, the head of the delegation of
one of the permanent members of the Security Council
and the Secretary-General of the United Nations have
told us that conversations should be begun with a view
to securing a truce and an armistice in Korea.

I

29. That strllggle has already lasted a year and has
caused great suffering to the Korean people and grave
danger to the peace of the world. I myself believe that
it is time to make a new and serious effort on those
lines so as to create Cl. calm atmosphere in which prob
lems can be assessed on th~ir m~rits and a final settle
ment can be sought.

30. To talk with your adversary and ·negotiate for
peace is not appeasement. There is appeasement only
when other people_s, law or justice are sacrificed to pacify
the aggressor. A just solution cannot be appeasement..

31. God grant that you will never lose faith and that
you will continue indefatigably to strive for the dominion
of lasti~g peace.

32. The PRESIDENT: Before adjourning the meet
ing, I should like once again to thank President Galo
Plaza for the visit that he has paid us and for the fine
address which he has just delivered.. I fully agree with
him that a new path towards peace has just been opened.
We must follow it in the hope of achievh:g the aim we

I all have in mind, which is to put an end to the war in
Korea and establish a just and lasting peace in that
country.

The meeting rose at 12.25. p.m.
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