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Celebration of the fifth anniversary of the United
Nations

Mr. Harvy S. Truman, President of the United
States of America, end the Vice-Presidents of the
General Assembly, took their places on the rostrum.

Appress BY MRr. NasroLrLaH ENTEzAM, PRESIDENT
OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

1. The PRESIDENT: In the name of the General
Assembly, I welcome the President of the United
States, who has been so good as to come here today to
commemorate with us the anniversary of the entry into
force of the Charter. I am sure that I express the
feelings of the Assembly when I thank you, Mr.
President, for this further proof of the interest which
the Government and people of the United States take in
our work.

2. It is fitting that on this day we should look back
over the road we have travelled during the past five
years. The increasing importance of the part played by
the United Nations in international life is clearly recog-
nized. The Organization is firmly esiablished on thr
soil of the country whose héspitality it has gratefullr
accepted. Its establishment at its permanent New Yeork
headquarters will be the visible symbol of its p2¢ma-
nence,

3. These five years, however, have been difficult ones
for the United Nations and for the world, and the
situation is still serious. Nevertheless, the world is
beginning to hope again; for the United Nations has
shown firmness in defending one of its fundamental
principles, the principle set forth in the Preamble to
the Charter, which speaks of “methods [for ensuring)
that armed force shall not be used, save in the com-
mon interest”. The use of armed force to further
special interests in Korea, and the subsequent refusal to
cease using such armed force, have produced among
the Members of the United Nations that defensive
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reaction against war or the threat of war which is
called collective security. For the first time, this
world Organization has, in the common interest, met
force with force. The future of world peace will depend
largely upon the ouizome of this experiment.

4, We are all aware, however, that the use of force
by the United Nations, however necessary it may be,
is not sufficient. We must strive tirelessly to create
the requisite conditions for a peaceful settlement of
all our problems. The material and moral strength of
thie United Nations should enable it to deal with those
problems in a broad spirit of understanding, with pru-
dence and firmness. Thus, with regard to Korea the
General Assembly has taken decisions which cannot
be interpreted as reflecting mere passion, or a spirit
of vengeance or conquest. The purpose of the United
Nations, as has been clearly stated, is to help in es-
tablishing a single, independent and democratic govern-
ment for the whole of Korea, and to render effective
assistance to the unhappy people of Korea in healing
their wounds and rebuilding their shattered economy.
The programme of the United Nations is one of co-
operation and mutual understanding and assistance.

5. My colleagues will allow me to say to the President
of the United States that we recognized this spirit of
co-operation last year in Point Four of his speech of
20 January. The increasing interest taken by the United
Nations in the organization of technical assistance to
under-developed countries is evidence of the sympa-
thetic reception accorded by the General Assembly to
the fundamental principle underlying this Point Four.

6. I cannot speak in detail here about the many-sided
work which is being done by the United Nations. That
work includes, for instance, the programme of assis-
tance to children, the defence of human righis, the
campaign against the hideous crime of genocide. The
Convention for the prevention and punishment of the
crime of genocide, unanimously adopted by the Gen-
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eral ‘Assembly in 1948 [resolution 260 A(III)], has
just entered into force.

7. But, as we well know, a shadow overhangs all our
work, In 1945 we accepted the idea—it might perhaps
be more correct to say the hope—that the co-operation
of the permanent members of the Security Council
would provide a firm basis on which to build peace.
Unfortunately the disputes among the great Powers
have constantly been rocking the very foundations of
world security. It seems to me that an urgent appeal
is rising from this General Assembly, an Assembly
which, by reason of the subject of its preoccupations
and endeavours, will perhaps be known as “the As-
sembly of collective security”. It is the appeal of the
peoples of the United Nations, expressed in the Pre-
amble to the Charter: “to practise tolerance and live
together in peace with one another as good neigh-
bours, and to unite our strength to maintain interna-
tional peace and security™.

8. These simple words, so lucid that no subtle com-
mentary can obscure their meaning, are todzy re-
peated by thousands of children in their schools. If
these children are to be preserved from the scourges
which we have oursclves experienced, the Member
States of the United Nations and their leaders must
act in that-spirit of tolerance, good neighbourliness and
unity.

Appress BY Mr. TRYGVE LIE, SECRETARY-GENERAL OF
' tHE UNITED NATIONS

9. The SECRETARY-GENERAL: President Ente-
zam, President Truman, distinguished representatives to
the fifth General Assembly of the United Nations, ladies
and gentlemen, the five years that have passed since the
United Nations Charter came into force have been yeais
of struggle for those who believe in the United Nations
— struggle to bring the realities of international life
closer to the purposes and principles in the Charter.

10. We have had many disappointments. Often we
have seemed to be close to failure. Always we have lived
with the danger of total disaster — the danger of a third
world war — lurking close beside us.

11. We have not yet removed that danger, but we have,
I think, gained in understanding how to prevent such a
war and how to build a permanently peaceful word. We
have made progress in learning why the United Nations
is, in fact as well as in theory, indispensable to peace.

12. One of the lessons that the bitter experience of the
past five years is helping us to learn is this — we shall
not be able to prevent a third world war if the Member
States regard the United Nations as 2 mere convenience
to be used or set aside at will.

13. Another of the lessons we are learning is that the
United Nations can be made to work effectively for
peace just as it exists today, without constitutional
changes, provided that the Member States make its
success the real purpose of their foreign policies in fact
as well as in words. |

14, A third lesson we are learning is the lesson of
patience. We are beginning to make progress, I think,
towards winning respect for the recommendations, and
compliance with the decisions, of the United Nations.

——

But we hé.ve a long, long way still to go. It takes time —
much time — to establish the new patterns of conduct
that the Charter calls upon governments to follow.

15, We must not forget that the United Nations
Charter sets forth the principles of a new world order,
This new world order must, on the one hand, outlaw
war as an instrument of change and, on the other hand,
increase the opportunities for peaceful change and-prog-
ress in all parts of the world.

16. The United Nations stands for a world order in
which the rights and aspirations of majorities and
mitiorities of all kinds are mutually protected and
respected. The United Nations stands for a world order
in which peoples and nations will have a better chance
than ever before to improve their position in the world
and to win a larger measure of freedom from poverty
and from fear.

17. I believe there may now be before us a better
opportunity than at any time since 1945 to build a truly
peaceful world, If we are to make good use of this
opportunity, we must uphold the Charter in all its
aspects.

18. We must be strong in collective action against
armed aggression. We must be equally strong in the
determination to move forward stcp by step toward a
peaceful reconciliation of the deep and dangerous con-
flicts that still divide the world.

19. Today, on this fifth anniversary, I think it right
and proper for me as Secretary-General to express a
word of thanks to all those who have helped to make the
United Nations a better and stronger organization for
peace during the past five years.

20. I am thinking of the Member States which have
stood by the United Nations and given it their support;
of the members of the Secretariat who have worked
loyally and faithfully for the aims of the Charter despite
all setbacks; and of the countless millions of men and
women in all parts of the world who have made their
voices heard — individually, and collectively through
non-governmental organizations — in behalf of the
United Nations road to peace.

21. On this fifth anniversary I think also of all those
who have given their lives for peace in the service of the
United Nations, and of their widows, their children, and
of their fathers and mothers. The first names were
inscribed on that roll of honour more than two years
ago. Many countries are represented on it. During these
past few months the list has become much longer. T am
quite sure that if it were possible for us to consult the
wishes of those honoured dead, they would not ask for
revenge. They would ask us to carry on for the United
Nations and to ‘achieve the goal for which they gave
their lives — the creation of a United Nations peace
throughout the world. . .

22. As Secretary-General, I wish also to express on
behalf of the United Nations administration our grati-
tude for the many acts of co-operation over the past five
years of the governments of the City and State of
New York and of the United States in helping us to
establish the headquarters of the United Nations in
New VYork and to meet the many practical problems

- connected with the presence here of 5,000 Secretariat

and delegation members, There are still a few questions
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to be settled but I am confident that a solution satisfac-
tory to both the United States and the United Nations
will be found,

23, A number of messages from heads of States or
governments on the occasion of United Nations Day are
coming in and are being presented to the Assembly as
they arrive. '

24, We are all indeed glad that the President of the
United States — the country chosen for the permanent
headquarters of the United Nations — is able to be with
us in person here today.

25. This is the third time President Truman has
addressed the General Assembly of the United Nations.
His personal agsociation with the United Nations began
at the beginning. Upon him, twelve days before the
opening of the San Francisco Conference, fell the burden
and the challenge of carrying forward the great work
begun by Franklin Delano Roosevelt and Cordell Hull.

26. He took up the burden and et the challenge. Ten
weeks later he witnessed the signing of the Charter, on
26 June 1945. 1t fell to him also, as chief of the govern-
ment chosen to receive the instruments of ratification,

to proclaim the coming into force of the Charter, on
24 October 1945,

27. History will record President Truman as one of
the principal founders of the United Nations. As such,
we horour him today and history will honour him
always.

Appress By Mr. HAarry S. TRUMAN, PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

28. The PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA : Mr. President, Mr. Secretary-General,
members of the General Assembly, and peoples of the
United Nations, five years ago today, the Charter of the
United Nations came into force. By virtue of that eveat,
24 October 1945 became a great day in the history of
the world. :

29. Long before that day, the idea of an association of
nations to keep the peace had lived as a dream in the
hearts and minds of men. Woodrow Wilson was the
author of that idea in our time. The organization that
was brought into being on 24 October 1945 represents
our greatest advance toward making that dream a reality.

30. The United Nations was born of the agony of war
~— the most terrible war in history. Those who drew up
the Charter really had less to do with the creation of the
United Nations than the millions who fought and died
in that war. We who work to carry out its great prin-
ciples should always remember that this Organization
owes its existence to the blood and sacrifice of millions
of men and women. Tt is built out of their hopes for
peace and justice.

31, The United Nations represents the idea of a uni-
versal morality, superior to the interests of individual
nations. Its foundation does not rest upon power or
privilege, it rests upon faith. It rests upon the faith of
men in human values — upon the belief that men in
every land hold the same high ideals and strive toward
the same goals of peace and justice.

32.  This faith is deeply held by the people of the United

States of America and, T believe, by the peoples of all
other countries.

33. Governments may sometimes falter in their support
of the United Nations, but the peoples of the world do
not falter. The demand of men and women throughout
the world for international order and justice is one of
‘the strongest forces in these troubled times.

34, We have just had a vivid demonstration of that
fact in Korea. The invasion of the Republic of Korea
was a direct chailenge to the principles of the United
Nations. That challenge was met by an overwhelming
response. The people of almost every Member country
supported the decision of the Security Council to mest
this aggression with force. Few acts in our time have
met with such widespread approval.

35. In uniting to crush the aggressors in Korea, these
Member nations have done no more than the Charter
calls for. But the important thing is that they have done
it, and have done it successfully. They have given
dramatic evidence that the Charter works. They have
proved that the Charter is a living instrument backed by
the material and moral strength of Members, large
and small,

36. The men who laid down their lives for the United
Nations in Korea will have a place in our memety, and
in the memory of the world, forever. They died in order
that the United Nations might live. As a result of their
sacrifices, the United Nations today is stronger than it
has ever been. Today, it is better able than ever before
to fulfil the hopes that men have piaced in it

37. I believe the people of the world rely on the United
Nations to help them achieve two great purposes. They
look to it to help them improve the conditions under
which they live. And they reiy on it to fulfil their
profound longing for peace,

38. These two purposes are closely interwoven. With-
out peace, it is impossible to make lasting progress
toward a better life for all. Without progress in human
welfare, the foundations of peace will be insecure. That
is why we can never afford to neglect one of these
purposes at the expense of the other.

39. Throughout the world today, men are seeking a
better life. They want to be freed from the bondage and
the injustice of the past. They want to work out their
own destinies, These aspirations of mankind can be met
— met without conflict and bloodshed — by international
co-operation throughout the United Nations.

40. To us, in this assembly hall, the United Nations
that we see and hear is made up of speeches, debates
and resolutions. But to millions of people, the United
Nations is a source of direct help in their everyday lives,
To them it is a case of frnd or a box of schoolbooks ;
it is a doctor who vaccinates their children; it is an
expert who shows them how to raise more rice, or more
wheat, on their land; it is the flag which marks a safe
haven to the refugee, or an extra meal a day to a nursing
mother,

41. These are not the only ways in which the United
Nations helps people to help themselves. It goes beyond
these material things. It gives support to the spiritual
values of men’s lives. The United Nations can and does
assist people who want to be free. It helps dependent
peoples in their progress toward self-government. And
when new nations have achieved independence, it helps
them to preserve and develop their freedom.
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42, Further-moré, ‘the United Nations is‘strengthening

the concept of the dignity and worth of human beings.

- The protection of human rights is essential it we are to
- achieve a better life for people. The effort of the United

Nations to push ahead toward an ever broad:r realiza-
tion of these rights is one of its most impe=iant tasks.

43. So far, this work of the United Nations for humun

- advancement is only a beginning of what it can be and

what it will be in the future, The United Nations is
learning through experience. It is growing in prestige
among the peoples of the world. The increasing effec-
tiveness of its efforts to improve the welfare of human
beings is opening up a new page in history.

44, The skills and experience of the United Nations
in this field will be put to the test now that the fighting
in Korea is nearly ended. The reconstruction of Korea
as a free, united, and self-supporting nation is an
opportunity to show how international co-operation can
lead to gains in human freedom and welfare.

45. The work of the United Nations for human ad-
vancement, important as it is, can be fully effective only
if we can achieve the other great objective of the United
Nations, a just and lasting peace. ,

46. At the present time, the fear of another great
international war overshadows all the hopes of man-
kind. This fear arises from the tensions between nations
and from the recent outbreak of open aggression in
Korea. We in the United States believe that such a war
can be prevented. We do not believe that war is inevit-
able. One of the strongest reasons for this belief is our
faith in the United Nations. .

47. ‘The United Nations has three great roles to play
in preventing wars. First, it provides a way for negotia-

tion and the settlement of disputes among nations by.

peaceful means. Secondly, it provides a way of utilizing
the collective strength of Member nations, .under the
Charter, .to prevent aggression. Thirdly, it provides a
way through which, once the danger of aggression is
redisced, the nations can be relieved of the burden of
armaments, ' “

48. All of us must help the United Nations to be
effective in performing these functions.

49. The Charter obligates all of us to settle our disputes
peacefully. Today is an appropriate occasion for us
solemnly to reaffirm our obligations under the Charter.
Within the spirit and even the letter of the Charter we

should go even further. We must attempt to find peace--

ful adjustments of underlying situations or tensions
before they harden into actual disputes.

50. The basic issues in the world today affect the fate
of millions of people. Here, in the United Nations, there
is an opportunity for the large and the small alike to
have their voices heard on these issues. Here the inter-
ests of every country can be considered in the seitlement
of problems which a_t_;e,_oivco’rﬁ}non concer.

51. We believe that negotiation is an essential part of
this peaceful process. The United States, as one of the
Members of the United Nations, is prepared now, as

always, to enter into negotiations. We insist only that

negotiations be entered into in good faith and be gov-
erned throughout by a spirit of willingness to reach
proper solutions.

52. While we shall continue to take advantage of every
opportunity — here in the United Nations and else-
where — to settle differences by peaceful means, we
have learned from hard experience that we cannot rely
upon negotiation alone to preserve the peace.

53. TFive years ago, after the bloodshed and destruction
of the Second World War, many of us hoped that all
nations would work together to make sure that war
could never happen again. We hoped that international
co-operation, supported by the strength and moral
authority of the United Nations, would be sufficient to
prevent aggression. But this was not to be the case, I am
sorry to say. '

54. Although many countries promptly disbanded their
war-time armies, other countries continued to maintain
forces so large that they posed a constant threat of
aggression. And this year, the invasion of Korea has
shown that there are some who will resort to outright
war, contrary to the principles of the Charter, if it suits
their ends.

55. 1In these circumstances, the United Nations, if it is
to be an effective instrument for keeping the peace, has
no choice but to use the collective strength of its Mern-
bers to curb aggression. '

56. To do so, the United Nations must be prepared to
use force. The United Nations did use force to curb
aggression in Korea and, by so doing, has greatly
strengthened the cause of peace. I am glad that addi-
tional steps are being taken at this session to prepare
for quick and effective action in any future case of
aggressiom.

57. The draft resolution on united action for peace
[A/1456] which is now beirg considered by the General
Assembly recognizes three important principies. o
maintain the peace, the United Nations must be able to
learn the facts about any threat of aggression. Next, it
must be able to call quickly upon the Member nations to
act if the threat becomes serious. Above all, the peace-
loving nations must have the military strength available,
when called upon, to act decisively to put down aggres-
sion.

58. - The peace-loving nations are building that strength.
However much they may regret the necessity, they will
continue to build up their strength until they have
created forces strong enough to preserve the peace under
the United Nations. They will do all that is required to
provide a defence against aggression. They will do that
because, under the conditions which now exist in the
world, it is the only way to maintain peace.

59. We intend to build up strength for peace as long as
it 1s necessary. But, at the same time, we must continue
to strive through the United Nations to achieve inter-
national control of atomic energy and the reduction of
armaments and armed forces. Co-operative and effective
disarmament would make the danger of war remote. It
would be a way of achieving the high purposes of the
United Nations without the tremendous expenditures
for armaments which conditions in the world toda

!

make imperative. '

60. Disarmament is the course which the United States
would prefer to take. Tt is the course which most nations
would like to adgpt. Tt is the course which the United
Nations from its earliest beginnings has been seeking
to follow. : -
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61. For nearly five years, two commissions of the
United Nations have been working on the problem of
disarmament. One commission has been concerned with
the elimination of atomic weapons and the other with
the reduction of other types of armaments and armed
forces. Thus far, these commissions have not been
successful in obtaining agreement among all the major
Powers. Nevertheless, these years of effort have served
to bring to the attention of all nations the three basic
principles upon which any successful plan of disarma-
ment must rest.

62. TFirst, the plan must include all kinds of weapons.
Outlawing any particular kind of weapon is not enough.
The conflict in Korea bears tragic witness to the fact
that aggression, whatever the weapons used, ‘ brings
frightful destruction.

63. Secondly, the plan must be based on unanimous
agreement. A majority of nations is not enovgh. No
plan of disarmament can work unless it includes every
nation having substantial armed forces. One-sided dis-
armament is a sure invitation to aggression.

64. Thirdly, the plan must be fool-proof. Paper prom-
ises are not enough. Disarmament must be based on
safeguards which will ensure the compliance of all
nations. The safeguards must be adequate to give
immediate warning of any threatened violation. Dis-
armament must be policed continously and thoroughly.
It must be founded upon free and open interchange of
information across national borders,

65. These are simple, practical principles. If they were
accepted and carried out, genuine disarmament would
be possible. :

66. It is true that, even if initial agreement were
reached, tremendous difficulties would remain. The task
of working out the successive steps would still be a
complex one and would take a long time and much
effort. But the fact that this process is so complex and
so difficult is no reason for us to give up hope of
ultimate success.

67. The will of the worid for peace is too strong to
allow us to give up in this effort. We cannot permit the
history of our times to record that we failed by default.
We must explore every avenue which ¢ffers any chance
of bringing success to the activities of the Uliited Na-
tions in this vital area.

68. Much valuable work has already been done by the
two disarmament commissions on the different technical
problems confronting them. I believe it would be useful
to explore ways in which the work of these commissions
could now be more closely brought together. One
possibility to be considered is whether their work might
be revitalized if carried forward in the future through a
new and consolidated disarmament commission.

69. But until an effective system of disarmament is
established, let us be clear about the task ahead. The
only course the peace-loving nations can take in the

present situation is to create the armaments needed to
make the world secure against aggression.

70. That is the course to which the United States is
now firmly committed. That is the course we shall
continue to follow as long as it is necessary. The United
States has embarked upon the course of increasing its
armed strength only for the purpose of helping to keep
the peace. We pledge that strength to uphold the
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, We
believe that the peace-loving Members of the United
Nations join us in that pledge.

71. I believe that the United Nations, strengthened by
these pledges, will bring us nearer to the peace we seek.
We know that the difficulties ahead are great. We have
learned from hard experience that there is no easy
road to peace,

72. We have a solemn obligation to the peoples we
represent to continue our combined efforts to achieve
the strength that will prevent aggression. At the same
time, we have an equally solemn obligation to continue
our efforts to find solutions to the major problems and
issues that divide the nations. The settlement of these
differences would make possible a truly dependable and
effective system for the reduction and control of arma-
ments.

73. Although the possibility of attaining that goal
appears distant today, we must never stop trying. For
its attainment would release immense resources for the
good of all mankind. It would free the nations to devote
more of their energies to wiping out poverty, hunger
and injustice, '

74. If real disarmament were achieved, the nations of
the world, acting through the United Nations, could
join in a greatly enlarged programme of mutual aid.
As the cost of maintaining armaments decreased, every
nation could greatly increase its contributions to advanc-
ing human welfare. All of us could then pool even
greater resources to support the United Nations in its
war against want.

75. In this way, our armaments would be transformed
into food, medicine, tools for use in under-developed
areas, and into other aids for human advancement. The
latest discoveries of science could be made available to
men all over the globe, Thus we could give real meaning
to the old promise that swords shail be beaten into
ploughshares, and that the nations ghall not learn war
any more. Then man can turn his great inventiveness,
his tremendous energies, and the resources with which
he has been blessed, to creative efforts. Then we shall
be able to realize the kind of world which has been the
vision of man for centuries.

76. This is the goal which we must keep before us and
the vision in which we must never lose faith. This will
be our inspiration and, with God’s help, we shall
attain our goal.

The rheeting rose at 11.55 a.m.
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