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AGENDA ITEM 9

General debate (continued)

1. Mr. MOTEE'A (Democratic Yemen): 1 I have the pleas
ure to congratulate Ambassador Benites on his election to
the high post of President of the General Assembly. I am
confident that, with his vast experience and tact, he will
guide the deliberations of the Assembly with success.

2. In view of the latest Israeli military aggression on both
Egypt and Syria, and the ensuing political and military
developments in the Middle East, I shall refrain from read
ing my original statement, which I request be distributed as
an official document of the General Assembly. However, I
shall now take the opportunity to address myself to the
arena of war in the Middle East.

3. Since 1948 Israel has adamantly denied the Palestinian
people their legitimate tights to return to their homeland.
After the war ofJune 1967 it has been arrogantly following
a policy of aggrandizement and outright territorial annexa
tion ofArab lands. Counting on the myth ofmilitary superi
ority, Israel has undertaken a policy of continued military
provocation and State terrorism. In the last six years, Israel
has bombarded civilian populations in Egypt, Syria, Jordan
and Lebanon; it has downed a civilian aircraft and hijacked
another one. All this has been done on the pretext of the
requirements of Israeli security.

4. In response to further Israeli provocations and aggres
sion, Egypt and Syria, after having exhausted all means of
regaining their lost territory through the Security Council
and by other peaceful means. have resorted to liberation of
their lands by force-the only language which the Zjonists
understand. A war of liberation of Arab lands is now under

I Mr. Motee'a spokp in Arabic. The English version of his statement
was supplied by the delegation.
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way. The General Assembly whose many resolutions have
been flouted by Israel. is in duty bound to support this war
of Iiberat ion until all Arab lands arc liberated and until the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people are fully
restored.

5. Egypt and Syria are tighting on their own territories
against occupation: and the Palestinian resistance move
ment is struggling to regain the rights of the Palestinian
people in their homeland. What people and what State
would tolerate alien occupation and outright colonialism?
What is the United Nations Charter about if it does not
safeguard the rights ofpeoples to liberation and the rights of
States to independence?

(). In the Security Council the representative of the United
Stutcs of America asked Egypt and Syria to withdraw from
their own territories in order to allow Israel to perpetuate its
occupation. When his request was rebutTed by the majority
of the members of the Security Council. his Government
moved its Sixth Fleet nearer to the arena of conflict, and
there are reports that United States military planes and
equipment arc being hurriedly transported to Israel. This
act of United States involvement is directed against all the
Arab peoples and is certainly one last piece ofproofthatthe
occupation of Arab lands and. the usurpation of the
national rights of the Palestinian people by Israel are not
only condoned by the United States. but arc also sustained
and encouraged by it. The Arab peoples "~'iH prove that,
regardless of the time, they can repel the dual American
r... rucli aggression.

7. The latest bombardment- of civilian targets by the
I ... rucli air force in Syria are not only to be condemned. but
11\' ;1 1-,, \ ,1!':lirht till' principle ... of international law in armed
ulllllkl l h, l 'nnv,l Stak-_ \\IHCIl I', "l1jll'/~lIlg 1"'1.11.'/ with
long-range bombers, cannot escape condemnation. and the
Israeli murderers will certainly pay for the atrocities they are
inflicting on civilian populations and targets.

H. The Government of the People's Democratic Republic
of Yemen fully supports the struggle of Egypt and Syria to
liberate their occupied territories. as well as the struggle to
re-tore the full rights of the Palestinian people.

9. Mr. WICKMAN (Sweden): I. am very pleased to be
able to associate my delegation with the congratulations
that have already been addressed to Ambassador Benites on
his election to the presidency of the General Assembly. The
tact that an 'eminent son of Latin America is this year
presiding over our deiiberations is a fitting tribute to the
ever more important role that the countries and peoples of
that continent are playing in world affairs.

10. The prevention of war is the primary task of the
United Nations. War means human suffering. The wars in
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1. Mr. MOTEE'A (Democratic Yemen):! I have the pleas
ure to congratulate Ambassador Benites on his election to
the high post of President of the General Assembly. I am
confident that, with his vast experience and tact, he will
guide the deliberations of the Assembly with success.

2. In view of the latest Israeli military aggression on both
Egypt and Syria, and the ensuing political and military
developments in tpe Middle East, I shall refrain from read
ing my original statement, which I request be distributed as
an official document of the General Assembly. However, I
shall now take the opportunity to address myself to the
arena of war in the Middle East.

3. Since 1948 Israel has adamantly denied the Palestinian
people their legitimate tights to return to their homeland.
After the war ofJune 1967 it has been arrogantly foHowing
a policy of aggrandizement and outright territorial annexa
tion ofArab lands. Counting on the myth ofmilitary superi
ority, Israel has undertaken a policy of continued military
J)rovocation and State terrorism. In the last six years, Israel
has bombarded civilian populations in Egypt, Syria, Jordan
and Lebanon; it has downed a civilian aircraft and hijacked
another one. All this has been done on the pretext of the
requirements of Israeli security.

4. In response to further Israeli provocations and aggres
sion, Egypt and Syria, after having exhausted all means of
regaining their lost territory through the Security Council
and by other peaceful means. have resorted to li.~erationof
their lands by force-the only language which the Zionists
understand. A war of liberation of Arab lands is now under
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way. The General Assembly whose many resolutions have
be~n flouted by Israel, is in duty bound to support this war
of libcration until all Arab lands arc liberated and unlil the
inalicnaok rig.hts or the Palestiilian people are fully
restored.

5. Egypt and Syria are tighting on their own territories
against occupation~ and the Palestinian resistance move
ment is struggling to regain the rights of the Palestinian
pl'ople in their homeland. What people and what State
would tolerate alien occupation and outright colonialism?
What is the United Nations Charter about if it does not
safeguard the rights of peoples to liberation and the rights of
States to indcpcndcnce?

(). In thc Security Council the representative of the United
Statc~ or Aml'l'ica asked Fgypt and Syria to withdraw from
their own territories in order to allow Israel to perpetuate it~

occupation. When his request was rebuffed by the majority
of the memol.'rs lIt' the Security Council. his Government
moved its Si.\th Heet nearer to the arena of conflict, and
therc are reports that United Statcs military planes and
cquipment arc being hurriedly transported to Israel. This
act of United States involvement is directed against all the
Arab pcoples unt! is certainly onc last piece ofproof that the
tlccllpation of Arab lands and the usurpation of the
national righh of the Palestinian people by Israel are not
only condolll.'d by the United States. but arc also sustained
and encouraged hy it. Thl' Arab peoples "~'iil prove that,
r~gardless of the time, they can repel the dual American
I .. racli aggres!'lion.

7. The latl'~t bombardment·~ of civilian targets by the
hracli air !'orCl' ill Syria arc not only to be condemned, but
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long-range bombers, cannot escape condemnation. and the
Israeli murderers will certainly pay for the atrocities they are
inflicting on civilian populations and targets.

X. The Governlllcllt of the People's Democratic Republif;
or Yl'l1len fully ~l1rp(lrt!'l the struggle of Egypt and Syria to
!iberate their lll:t:upied tcrritories. as well as the struggle to
I'l'"lOre the full rights of the Palestinian people.

9. Mr. WICKMAN (Sweden): l am very pleased to be
able to associate my delegation with the congratulations
that have already been addressed to Ambassador Benites on
his election to the presidency of tile General Assembly. The
t~lct that an 'l:mincnt son of Latin America is this year
presiding over our ddiberations is a fitting tribute to the
ever more important role that the countries and peoples of
that continent are playing in world affairs.

IO. Th~ prevention of war is the primary task of the
United Nations. War means human suffering. The wars in
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tations with dialogue. Their effort towards --d~tente has
manifested itself in various parts cif the world.

22. Although they are not directly connected with the
Conference, preparations are now under way for negotia
tions on the reduction of armed forces in Central Europe.
The Swedish Government hopes that in this field concrete
results will be achieved that will be designed to increase
security, not least for the small European States.

17. The war that has ravaged Indo-China for so long has
deeply engaged world opinion. It must be a source of satis
faction to us all that last January in Paris the 'parties to the
war reached an agreement/ leading to the withdrawal of the
American forces and creating hopes of peace in' all the
ludo-Chinese States. Subsequently, the American bomb
ings in Cambodia have also ceased under pressure from
strong public opinion within and outside the United States.
It has been possible to start reconstruction work in North
Viet-Nam ana the devastation of the war, and the parties in
Laos have agreed to a peaceful settlement; but fighting still
gOL'~ on in South \'i~t-N~1I11and in Cambodia. It is necessary
to find a solution to the political problems of South Viet
Nam in accordance with the stipulations of the Paris agree
ment. In the first instance, the many political prisoners must
be released and the hundreds of thousands of refugees must
be given the right and the possibility of returning to their
homes. The hard-hit people of Cambodia must have the
right to shape their own future free from outside inter
ference.

21 .. At the Conference Sweden has stressed that, in discus
sions on security in Europe, the question of disarmament
cannot reasonably be ignored and that the policy ofdetente
ought to be supported and confirmed by measures in the
field of disarmament.

19. The Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe is an essential element of the continued trend
towards detente. The Conference must be seen as a comple
ment to the efforts of the United Nations to safeguard
international peace. It is important to stress that the task of
the Conference is to solve problems in Europe, not to
promote the interests of European States in other parts of
the world.

20. The very fact that 35 States, at the initial stage of that
Conference in Helinski, were able to agree on a programme
for the continued work of the Conference is an important
step forward. However, patience and hard work will be
needed ~f the Conference is to fulfil what international
opinion expects from it.

18. In Europe the most important result of detente is that
it has made a settlement between the two German States
possible. This settlement has in turn been an important
contribution to the continued process of detente. The
Swedish Government is happy to welcome the entry of the
two German States as Members of the world Organization.
This event does not affect the right of the German people to
achieve reunification by negotiation.

15. The situation in the Middle East places a heavy
responsibility on the parties to the conflict. But an impor
tant part of the responsibility also falls on the great Powers
which for a long time have been deeply involved in the area,
Several of them have played important roles in the military'
build-up, Now that full-scale war has broken out, they must
contribute effectively towards a political solution of the
conflict. At the same time, it is in the interest of everyone
that the involvement of the super-Powers should not lead to
a confrontation between them. If one dares discern any
encouraging clement in today's sombre picture, it is the
attitude of relative restraint that has been shown by the
super-Powers during the present conflict. Their wish to
pursue the policy of detente might facilitate the efforts to
find a solution. .

13. The guiding principles for such a solution are expres
sed in Security Council resolution 242 (1967), of November
1967. These principles retain their full validity. But time has
been allowed to pass and the possibilities contained in that
resolution have not been explored in earnest.

11. The fact that war is now raging in the Middle East
represents a failure for the United Nations. The area con
cerned has for more than 25 years attracted the special
attention of the world Organization. The competent United
Nations organs have throughout this period sought roads to
a durable peace in the Middle East. The point of departure
was the creation of the State of Israel, which was based on a
decision of the General Assembly [resolution 181 (H)]. The
existence of Israel is a long-established fact.

12. Ever since the founding of Israel the future of the
Palestinian Arabs has been uncertain. Israel and its neigh
bours have lived in a state of permanent tension with
repeated outbreaks of violence. The aim must be a settle
ment which takes account of the legitimate interests of all
the peoples concerned and which establishes security for all
States in the region within recognized frontiers. No solution
to this problem will be found by one party or another
demonstrating its military superiority. Whatever the out
come of the present war, the risk of renewed military con
frontations will remain as long as the parties are not able to
agree on a common political solution.

14. What is now happening in the Middle East was pre
ceded by large-scale acts of warfare and by serious viola
tions of State sovereignty. It was also preceded by a wave of
terror and counter-terror, which left no part of the world

"untouched, The fact that the United Nations so far has
proved unable to solve the serious problems ofinternational
terrorism is to a large extent due to the lack of a settlement
of the conflict in the Middle East.
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LF our time not only affect the men at the battlefront; they are
\' also a threat to the entire civilian population. The longer a
f war, the greater the ris], oi c\ er-escalating violence and of
I the use of more brutal methods of warfare. There is also an
\ incensed risk that the war may spread to other countries.
l The international community is shocked by what is now
t" happening in the Middle East. The immediate reaction must

be a passionate appeal for peace.
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16. There is every reason to welcome the desire of the
super-Powers to replace, in their mutual relations, confron-

2 Agreement on Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Viet-Nam
signed in Paris on 27 January 1973. '
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17. The war that has ravaged Indo-China for so long has
deeply engagcd world opinion. it must be a source of satis
faction to us all that last January in Paris the 'parties to the
war reached an agreement2 leading to the withdrawal ofthe
American forces and creating hopes of peace in 'all the
Indo-Chincsc States. Subsequently. the American bomb
ings in Cambodia have also cl:ascd under pressure from
~trong public opinion within and outside the United States.
It has been possible to start reconstruction work in North
Viet-Nam aftcr the devastation of the war. and the parties in
Laos have agrecd to a peaceful sdtkment; but fighting still
goe~ on in SOUl h \'ict-Nam and in Cambodia. It is necessary
to rind a ~llllltiol1 Lo Lhe political problems of South Viet
Nam in accordance with the stipulations of the Paris agree
ment. In the first instance. the many political prisoners must
be released and the hundreds of thousands of refugees must
be given the right and the possibility of returning to their
homes. The hard-hit people of Cambodia must have the
right to shape their own future frec from outside inter
ference.

22. Although they are not directly connected with the
Conference, preparations are now under way for negotia
tions on the reducti()n of armed forces in Central Europe.
The Swedish Government hopes that in this field concrete
results will be achieved that will be designed to increase
security, not least for the small European States.

19. The Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe is an essential element of the continued trend
towards detente. The Conference must be seen as a comple
ment to the efforts of the United Nations to safeguard
international peace. It is important to stress that the task of
the Conference is to solve problems in Europe, not to
promote the interests of European States in other parts of
the world.

21. . At the Conference Sweden has stressed that, in discus
sions on security in Europe, the question of disarmament
cannot reasonably be ignored and that the policy ofdetente
ought to be supported and confirmed by measures in the
field of disarmament.

20. The very fact that 35 States, at the initial stage of that
Conference in Helinski, were able to agree on a programme
for the continued work of the Conference is an important
step forward. However, patience and hard work will be
needed \f the Conference is to fulfil what international
opinion expects from it.

18. .In Europe the most important result of detente is that
it has made a settlement between the two German States
possible. This s.ettlement has in turn been an important
contribution to the continued process of detente. The
Swedish Government is happy to welcome the entry of the
two German States as Members of the world Organization.
This event does not affect the right of the German people to
achieve reunification by negotiation.

It. The fact that war is now raging in the Middle East
represents a failure for the United Nations. The area con
cerned has for more than 25 years attracted the special
attention of the world Organization. The competent United
Nations organs have throughout this period sought roads to
a durable peace in the Middle East. The point of departure
was the creation of the State of Israel, which was based on a
decision of the General Assembly [resolution 181 (11)]. The
existence of Israel is a long-established fact.

our time not only affect the men at the battlefront; they are tations with dialogue. Their effort 'towards ··d~tente has
also a threat ill the entire civilian pOpularlbn. The longer a manifested itself in various parts of the world.
war. thc grcall:r the ri~1o.. oi e\ cr-c~calating violence and 01"
the use of more brutal methods of warfare. There is also an
inceased risk that the war may spread to other countries.
The international community is shocked by what is now
happening in the Middle East. The immediate reaction must
be a passionate appeal for peace.

13. The guiding principles for such a solution are expres
sed in Security Council resolution 242 (1967), of November
1967. These principles retain their full validity. But time has
been allowed to pass and the possibilities contained in that
resolution have not been explored in earnest.

15. The situation in the Middle East places a heavy
responsibility on the parties to the conflict. But an impor
tant part of the responsibility also falls on the great Powers
which for a long time have been deeply involved in the an;a.
Several of them have played important roles in the military'
bJ.lild-up. Now that full-scale war has broken out, they must
contribute effectively towards a political solution of the
conflict. At the same time, it is in the interest of everyone
that the involvement of the super-Powers should not l~ad to
a confrontation between them. If one dares discern any
encouraging clement in today's sombre picture, it is the
attitude or relative restraint that has been shown by the
super-Powcr~ during the present conflict. Their wish to
pursue the policy of detente might facilitate the efforts to
find a solution. .

12. Ever since the founding of Israel the future of the
Palestinian Arabs has been uncertain. Israel and its neigh
bours have lived in a state of permanent tension with
repeated outbreaks of violence. The aim must be a settle
ment which takes account of the legitimate interests of all
the peoples concerned and which establishes security for all
States in the region within recognized frontiers. No solution
to this problem will be found by one party or another
demonstrating its military superiority. Whatever the out
come of the present war, the risk of renewed military con
frontations will remain as long as the parties are not able to
agree on a common political solution.

14. What is now happening in the Middle East was pre
ceded by large-scale acts of warfare and by serious viola
tions of State sovereignty. It was also preceded by a wave of
terror and counter-terror, which left no part of the world

·"untouched. The fact that the United Nations so far has
proved unable to solve the serious problems ofinternational
terrorism is to a large extent due to the lack of a settlement
of the conflict in the Middle East.

16. There is every reason to welcome the desire of the
super-Powers to replace, in their mutual relations, confron-

. ~ Agr.eemen.t on Ending the War and Restoring Peace in Viet-Nam,
Signed In Pans on 27 January 1973.
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23. As regards the efforts within the framework of the
United Nations to reach results in the field of disarmament,
the situation is deeply discouraging. For the second con
secutive year the Conference of the Committee on Disarma
ment comes empty-handed to the General Assembly. Ten
years ago the partial test-ban Treaty' was signed. In that
Treaty the parties clearly committed themselves to trying,
by continued negotiations, to achieve a complete ban on all
nuclear tests. In spite of the unequivocal request made by
the General Assembly last year, no progress has been made
towards a comprehensive test-ban treaty.

24. The General Assembly should now carefullv consider
by what methods new Impetus could be. given to tile disarm
ament work. This is a task in which all Member States must
actively involve themselves. It appears more and more
absurd that such a large part of the material and scientific
resources that should be seen as common to all mankind are
now allocated to the arms race.

25. So long-as we are not successful in our endeavours to
avoid armed conflicts, it is all the more urgent to use every
opportunity of limiting brutality and of protecting non
combatants. The rules of international law have not been
adjusted to new types of conflict and new weapons or to
new methods of warfare created by an accelerating evolu
tion of military technology. The world conference to be held
in Geneva early next year to deal with these matters" is
therefore of greatest importance.

26. The monstrous effects of air warfare on civilians must
be limited by a ban on area bombing and on acts ofdestruc
tion which threaten the survival of the civilian population.

27. The conference should not content itself with a mere
confirmation of the present general ban on the use of con
ventional weapons which cause unnecessary suffering or of
weapons which, by their construction or use, lead to indis
criminate destruction. To be truly effective, such general
rules must be supplemented by special bans, for instance on
napalm and other incendiary weapons, as well as on the
equivalent in our time of the dumdum bullet, namely, high
velocity weapons.

28. In southern Africa the demands of the peoples for
freedom and self-determination are countered by oppres
sion and by an increasingly brutal use of force. There are
ever more frequent reports about Portugal's inhuman war
fare in Africa. Testimony concerning the massacres in
Mozambique last summer caused the Special Committee on
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples to demand an international investi
gation. Consultations arc now under way among Member
States to prepare for such an investigation to be decided
upon by the General Assembly. The pressure of public
opinion against the colonial policy of Portugal grows ever
stronger. The increased humanitarian assistance to the lib
eration movements in Africa is an expression of interna
tional opposition to the remnants of colonialism.

.1Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer
Spa~e and under Water. signed in Moscow 011 5 August 1963.

4 Diprornatic L'onfe~en~eon the Rcaf~rmati.on and Development of
International Humanitarian Law Applicable In Armed Conflicts.

29. The General Assembly has before it the report of the
International Conference of Experts for the Support of
Victims of Colonialism and Apartheid in Souther Africa.
held at Oslo from 9 to 14 April 1973 [A/9061], organized by
the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity.
We are confident that the Assembly will welcome this report
as an important contribution to the discussion of how to
solve the problem in southern Africa.

30. Portugal has ignored the request of the Security Coun
cil to start negotiations with all parties concerned for the
purpose of enabling the African peoples to exercise their
right to self-determination and independence. It is now up to
the Security Council to decide what attitude to take in the
face of this open defiance of its own earlier request.

31. The situation in southern Africa is particularly serious
because of the co-operation between Portugal, Southern
Rhodesia and South Africa. This co-operation grows more
evident every day in the political, economic and military
fields. The sanctions against Southern Rhodesia are being
systematically violated by Portugal and South Africa. The
people of Namibia is still being denied the right to self
determination, which has been explicitly recognized by the
world Organization. In South Africa the policy ofapartheid
is being pursued and the growing opposition ofthe majority
is met with new acts of violence.

32. All States which are dedicated to human rights,
democracy and national independence ought to find it natu
ral to give moral and material support to the realization of
these principles in southern Africa.

33. In recent years world opinion has become increasingly
aware of the use of torture in connexion with armed con
flicts and internal political conflicts in different countries.
The efforts to ban torture must never stop. One of the
achievements of the great French Revolution was an
explicit ban on torture. Since then, nearly two centuries
have passed, but the fact remains that these abominable
methods are accepted by Governments in various parts of
the world. In its Universal Declaration on Human Rights
[resolution 217 A (Ill)] the United Nations has decreed an
absolute ban on torture. This ban has been repeated in the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights [see
resolution 2200 A (XXI)]. All Members of the United
Nations voted in favour of this ban, which, consequently, is
n~\\, part of co~mon international law. If all States ratify
this Covenant, protection against torture will be strength
ene~, especially if individuals are given the right to appeal to
the international body to be established in accordance with
the Covenant. And we should also consider whether in,
order to make the ban effective, the question of torture
should not be discussed also as a separate matter, not only
as part of the said Covenant.

34. Not so many years ago Governments in the East and
in the West proudly pointed to the fact that they had
abolished capital punishment. Only two years ago the Gen
eral Assembly adopted a resolution expressing the desirabil
ity of the abolution of capital punishment in all countries
[resolutio~2857 (XXVrJ]. The renaissance ofcapital punish
ment, which appears to be under way, can only be described
as a historic setback. It is important that the United Nations
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23. As regards the efforts within the framework of the
United Nations to reach results in the field of disarmament,
the situation is deeply discouraging. For the second con
secutive year the Conference of the Committee on Disarma
ment comes empty-handed to the General Assembly. Ten
years ago the partial test-ban Treaty" was signed. In that
Treaty the parties clearly committed themselves to trying,
by continued negotiations, to achieve a complete ban on all
nuclear tests. In spite of the unequivocal request made by
the General Assembly last year, no progress has been made
towards a comprehensive test-ban treaty.

24. The General Assembly should now careful I\' consider
by what methods new Impetus could be. given to tile disarm
ament work. This is a task in which all Member States must
actively involve themselves. It appears more and more
absurd that such a large part of the material and scientific
resources that should be seen as common to all mankind are
now allocated to the arms race.

25. So long'as we are not successful in our endeavours to
avoid armed conflicts, it is all the more urgent to use every
opportunity of limiting brutality and of protecting non
combatants. The rules of international law have not been
adjusted to new types of conflict and new weapons or to
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confirmation of the present general ban on the use of con
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rules must be supplemented by special bans, for instance on
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.1 Treaty Banning. Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere. in Outer
Spa~e and under Water. signed in Moscow 011 5 August 1963.

4 Dipl~matic Conference on the Reaffirmation and Development of
International Humanitarian Law Applicable in Armed Conflicts.

29. The General Assembly has before it the report of the
International Conference of Experts for the Support of
Victims of Colonialism and Apartheid in Souther Africa.
held at Oslo from 9 to 14 April 1973 [Al9061], organized by
the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity.
We are confident that the Assembly will welcome this report
as an important contribution to the discussion of how to
solve the problem in southern Africa.

30. Portugal has ignored the request of the Security Coun
cil to start negotiations with all parties concerneo for the
purpose of enabling the African peoples to exercise their
right to self-determination and independence. It is now up to
the Security Council to decide what attitude to take in the
face of this open defiance of its own earlier request.

31. The situation in southern Africa is particularly serious
because of the co-operation between Portugal, Southern
Rhodesia and South Africa. This co-operation grows more
evident every day in the political, economic and military
fields. The sanctions against Southern Rhodesia are being
systematically violated by Portugal and South Africa. The
people of Namibia is still being denied the right to self
determination, which has been explicitly recognized by the
world Organization. In South Africa the policy ofapartheid
is being pursued and the growing opposition ofthe majority
is met with new acts of violence.

32. All States which are dedicated to human rights,
democracy and national independence ought to find it natu
ral to give moral and material support to the realization of
these principles in southern Africa.

33. In recent years world opinion has become incrliasingly
aware of the use of torture in connexion with armed con
flicts and internal political conflicts in different countries.
The efforts to ban torture must never stop. One of the
achievements of the great French Revolution was an
explicit ban on torture. Since then, nearly two centuries
have passed, but the fact remains that these abominable
methods are accepted by Governments in various parts of
the world. In its Universal Declaration on Human Rights
[resolution 217 A (Ill)] the United Nations has decreed an
absolute ban on torture. This ban has been repeated in the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights [see
resolution 2200 A (XXI)]. All Members of the United
Nations voted in favour of this ban, which, consequently, is
n~\V part of co~mon international law. If all States ratify
thiS Covenant, protection against torture will be strength
ene~, especi~lIy if individuals are given the right to appeal to
the mternatlOnal body to be established in accordance with
the Covenant. And we should also consider whether in,
order to make the ban effective, the question of torture
should not be discussed also as a separate matter, not only
as part of the said Covenant.

34. Not so many years ago Governments in the East and
in the West proudly pointed to the fact that they had
abolished capital punishment. Only two years ago the Gen
eral Assembly adopted a resolution expressing the desirabil
ity of the abolution of capital punishment in all countries
[resolutio~2857 (XXVI)]. The renaissance ofcapital punish
~ent, whIch appears to be under way, can only be described
as a historic setback. It is important that the United Nations
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be instrumental in creating a strong puolic opinion against
superstitious ideas as to the effectiveness of capital punish
ment and against the contempt for human life of which the
application of capital punishment is ari expression.

35. The defence of human rights is clearly linked to the
defence of peace. It is therefore a concern of all States. For
this Organization, the protection of human rights has been
a central issue ever since it was founded. But we can make
no progress in this field without the support of a vigilant.'
public opinion which condemns all forms of violence. The
strivings for detente must not lead us to refrain from creat-

"ing such an opinion. When we succeed in crystallizing this
opinion in international recommendations or conventions
which gain adherence from a significant number of coun
tries, we are then making an important contribution to the
long-term stabilization of peace. Essential progress in this
area has already been achieved through various United
Nations conventions and through the growing number of
adhering countries.

36. The use of force within States can manifest itself in
many forms. Particularly serious are those cases in which
brutal military intervention in favour ofprivileged groups is
directed against Governments which strive to bring about a
more equitable society. The latest example is Chile, where
the fight against the popularly elected Government finally
took the form of naked military violence. Economic inter
ests outside the country also contributed to the evolution
which led to the coup. Salvador Allende has given his life for
the sake of the poor. Members of his government have been
arrested, Parliament has been dissolved and political parties
have been banned. Resistance-fighters are being persecuted
and killed.

37. Events in Chile have-aroused a wave ofprotest around
the world. That this has happened is important. That the
protest does not die down is important. This Organization
and its Member States are faced with the immediate and
pressing obligation to assist the victims of oppression. A
iarge-scale humanitarian endeavour is needed to provide

.., safe haven for refugees of various nationalities. The appeal
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to
Member States to receive refugees from Chile should be met
by their speedy and positive reaction.

38. The developing countries, which represent an over
whelming part of the world population, are today strug
gling with enormous political and economic problems. The
readiness of the industrialized countries to support them in
their efforts is clearly inadequate. In fact, the policies of'the
rich countries tend to counteract in important respects the
goal of international equality. As long as the deep gulf
between the industrialized and the developing countries
remains, there will be unrest and tension, which can spark
new conflicts. From this point of view too it is urgent that
the development strategy of the United Nations be pursued
forcefully.

39. The General Assembly meets at a time when the distri
bution and utilization of the world's resources confront us
with ever more serious problems. Catastrophic famine
occurs ever more frequently in certain parts of the world.
Support for the World Food Programme must therefore be

strengthened. Immediate action is required to create! re
serves of foodstuffs. The proposals made by the Director
General of the Food and Agriculture Organization [FAO]
should be fully supported. It is the hope of the Swedish
Government that these proposals will be made more con
crete at the FAO conference later this autumn. The pro
posal of the United States Secretary of State for the
convening of a global food conference in 1974 under the
auspices of the United Nations [2124th meeting] is welcome
as part of the efforts to attract world attention to the
problem of hunger. The countries and regions hit by famine
have in common, besides difficult climatic conditions,
under-development and generally low productivity. A long
term solution to the food problem of the developing coun
tries can only be reached through increased production of
foodstuffs within these countries. Such increased produc
tion is in turn dependent upon fundamental structural
reforms combined with social and economic rural develop
ment.

40. There is strongly increasing awareness of the dangers
which threaten the human environment. The immediate
threats are greatest where industrial development has been
most rapid. As environmental standards are raised. indus
trialization in the developing countries is burdened by a cost
factor which today's rich nations did not have to cope with
in the corresponding phase of their history. The rising cost
of energy creates similar problems. The questions of envi
ronment and energy demonstrate the interdependence of

.nations, but views and interests must inevitably vary accord
ing to the particular conditions of each country. In the
environmental field the United Nations has already made
important contributions towards the formulation of an
international policy. This work can now be pursued
through the Governing Council of the United Nations
Environment Programme. Also in the case of the energy
crisis there should be a role for the United Nations in
searching for solutions which take account of the interests
of the smaller and economically weaker States.

41. Many of the problems, which I have only been able to
outline in my statement, are being studied and discussed
very thoroughly within the United Nations family. This
takes place against the background of the new possibilities
and risks created by rapid technological development.
When the world Organization-increasingly devotes itself to
those questions, it is the expression of a realistic awareness
of the interrelationship between economics and politics,

. between the distribution of wealth and peace, between free
dom from hunger and freedom from fear. Perhaps many
people regard it as overambitious when our Organization
strives to encompass this entire field. But an Organization
whose task it is to represent all mankind cannot but involve
itself in all the problems which concern the peoples in the
various parts of the world. The solving of these problems is
the prerequisite for the realization of the goals which are
contained in the Charter of this Organization. The United
Nations is to serve man's longing for peace both by efforts
to prevent breaches of the peace and by promoting develop
ments which lessen the risk of conflicts. In the settlement of
problems which concern the basic living conditions of peo
ple everywhere, all States, large and small, have a right to
participate. The task of the United Nations is therefore
more important than ever.
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42. Mr. KARJALAINEN (Finland): On behalf of my
Government I have the great pleasure to extend to the
President my sincere congratulations on his election to the
office of the President of the twenty-eighth session of the
General Assembly. I welcome him as an eminent represen
tative of Latin America. I am confident that under his
leadership the Assembly will fulfil its task efficiently.

43. For a long time it has been evident that the situation in
the Middle East has been serious and explosive. Once again
arms have been resorted to as a means for achieving a
solution. The situation in that part of the world is now acute
and very. dangerous. The outbreak of hostilities may consti
tute a threat to the international political situation as a
whole. I must voice the profound and sincere hope of the
Finnish'""t1overnment that resort to force will be terminated
forthwith. It is now the responsibility primarily of the par
ties concerned and the great Powers to bring about, through
peaceful means, a solution 0ased on the provisions ofSecu
rity Council resolution 242 (1967). In this search for a
peaceful solution my Government gives its full support to
the efforts and good offices of the United Nations, the
Secretary-General and his Special Representative. We
believe that this is the only way to secure lasting peace in the
area. It is also the way to secure and consolidate the general
trend of international detente.

44. For some years we have in fact witnessed a positive
trend, a detente in the international situation. My Govern
ment sees detente not as an end in itself but as a means
further to improve relations between independent and sov
ereign States Members of this Organization. A positive
development in the relations between the major Powers is a
necessary pre-condition for the improvement of the over-all
international situation. But genuine detente, in our view, is
possible only if the interests of the medium and small size
countries, which form the majority of the voice of the'
United Nations, are also duly taken into account. This
Organization is a forum where the interests of the great,
medium and small Powers alike can be harmonized. By
giving their full support to the United Nations Member

"States serve not only The interests of the world Organization
but ultimately also those of their own.

45. In the introduction to his report on the work of the
Organization [A/9001/Add.i], the Secretary-General has
stated that Member States should make a realistic judge
ment of the Organization's potential and decide on contem
porary and imaginative ways in which it can be used to meet
the problems it faces. The time is, indeed, ripe to try to
translate detente into concrete action in the political as well
as in the economic and social activities of the United

-Natrons. As a small country pursuing a neutral foreign
policy and fully committed to the Charter, Finland sup
ports this approach. In our view the membership should
now undertake concerted self-searching to further improve
the capacity of this Organization to fulfil its primary
functions.

46. This year we welcome here three new Members,'
among them both German States. Finland has consistently
advocated the application of the principle of universality.
The accession of both German States to the United Nations
i~ of vital importance in this respect. In pursuing reconcilia-

tion with each other and in committing themselves to the
principles of the Ch311er the two German States have given
fresh impetus to our work for peace and security.

47. The accession of the German States to the United
Nations became possible thanks to detente and its impact
on developments in Europe. We must guide these develop
ments further towards decreasing political tensions and
fear. We must work towards increasing co-operation and
mutual confidence on the basis of equality and the right to'
self-determination. Thus we must also show willingness and
make determined efforts towards compromise and concilia
tion.

48. The Finnish Government is happy to note that its
initiatives, especially the multilateral preparatory talks in
Helsinki for the Conference on Security and Co-operation
in Europe, have helped to set in motion extensive negotia
tions covering many sectors. The multiplicity of fields and
the working methods applied, which underline the equal
rights of all participants, give the Conference depth and
strength. They will ensure that detente will not only affect
the actions of Governments but will also enrich the lives of
individuals. At the same time co-operation in the economic
and humanitarian fields will reduce causes for political
tension.

49. The serious commitment of the parties concerned
show the existence of a political will to achieve concrete
results. Finland expects that the Conference as a part-as
an important part-of international and European co
operation will lead to a situation where agreed principles
guiding international co-operation and their equal applica
tion can be made more effective. We consider the idea of
elaborating a method for the peaceful settlement ofdisputes
to be of great importance. We support measures to
strengthen confidence and to increase stability. The bilat
eral and multilateral negotiations on disarmament in
Europe-the objectives of which are close to those of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation-constitute es
sential elements in the broader process towards peace and
stability on the continent. It is natural, therefore, that these
negotiations are also followed with great interest by coun
tries not directly connected with them.

50. The Finnish Government holds the view that the pur
poses and principles of the Charter of the United Nations
must also be the main guide-line in the efforts to achieve the
objectives of the European Conference. The Conference is
not directed against any non-participating State or contin
ent. Europe may now see the beginning of a new era of
security and co-operation, but we in Europe cannot afford
isolation-to withdraw into a citadel ofpeace and plenty
while the greater part of mankind still suffers from under
development and over-population.

51. My Government had hoped that the prevailing inter
national situation would have created favourable condi
tions for new measures in the field of disarmament. We
welcome the recent accord between the Soviet Union and
the United States to conclude an early agreement on further
limitations of strategic weapons,' including qualitative re-

5 Basic Principles of Negotations on the Further Limitation of Stra
tegic Offensive Arms, signed at Washington on 21 June 1973.
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57. This becomes all the more urgent today as the world
community is embarking on new ventures of global impor
tance. The new round of multilateral trade negotiations, the
reform of the international monetary system, our determi
nation to fight against the threats to our environment, the
necessity to achieve a minimum ofworld food security and
the World Population Year prove that the United Nations
system is well aware of the challenge and ofits own responsi
bilities. But these problems must be dealt with comprehen
sively and in an integrated manner.

complex network oforganizations and institutions, without
a clearly defined division of responsibilities and work. This
does indeed necessitate a reassessment by the membership
of how the capacity and potential of the Organization can
best be used to meet present and future needs. My delega
tion believes that the invitation of the Secretary-General for
such a reassessment is,timely.

58. Our ultimate objective under the International Devel
opment .Strategy of the Second United Nations Develop
ment Decade [resolution 2626 (XXJ1] must be to improve
the condition of man, of the individual. The implementa-

.tion of the Strategy is at present under review. One cannot
but agree that there is cause for frustration and criticism;
but there is still time for determined efforts to bring the
Decade to a successful conclusion. The responsibility for
mobilizing, guiding and co-ordinating action towards that
end rests, inside the United Nations system, with the Eco
nomic and Social Council. The Council has recently shown
an increasing awareness of this responsibility. My Govern
ment will continue to give the Council its full support in that
task.

59. The responsibility for achieving the goals and objec
tives of the Strategy lies, however, ultimately with the
Member States themselves, developing and developed alike.
Although the impact of the contribution of a relatively
small country cannot be decisive, Finland also has its share
of this global challenge. Thus my Government in submit
ting its budget proposals for next year, has included appro
priations for international development assistance which
represent an increase of 36. per cent as compared to 1973. In
this connexion I can announce that my Government is
ready to participate with an increasing share in the replen
ishment of the resources of the International Development
Association decided upon only a few days ago at the Joint
Annual Meeting of the International Monetary Fund and
the World Bank in Nairobi.

60. A prerequisite for the attainment of the basic goal of
the Strategy-the improvement of the conditions ofman
is that no one should be excluded from the benefits of the
development process on any discriminatory grounds, be
they of race or of religion, or on any other grounds. It is,
therefore deplorable that today, 25 years after the adoption
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, one still has
to reaffirm from this rostrum the necessity of eliminating
racism and racial discrimination. The continued existence
of systematicalfy exercised racial discrimination in southern
Africa and other tragic events in that part of the continent
unfortunately prove that we are still far away from the goals
of the Charter. My delegation will therefore fully support
the launching at this session 'of the international Decade for
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination.

6

55. On the question of the law of the sea, we consider it
important that the international area of the sea-bed should
be exploited for the common good. Furthermore, it is our
opinion that in the field of fisheries certain privileges should
be given to those coastal States, such as Iceland, whose
economy is overwhelmingly dependent on fishing.

strictions. But, to our regret, there has been no real progress
in completing the treaties on a prohibition of chemical
weapons or a comprehensive test ban. I sincerely hope that
the remaining difficulties can be surpassed so that these
treaties can be finalized in the near future. A World Dis
armament Conference, if well prepared and if all nuclear
Powers participate, would permit a universalization of the
discussion on the subject. From such a Conference new
impetus and new ideas could emerge to the benefit of us all.

53. The Government and the people ofFinland have been
deeply shocked over the recent developments in Chile. In
addition to profound disappointment and sorrow caused by
the violent elimination of a legally elected President, we in
Finland are seriously concerned at the future of peaceful
democratic progress not only in that country but also in a
wider context. My Government joins in the appeals of
world public opinion addressed to the present regime in
Chile that violence should cease. The Government of Fin
land hopes that a democratic system will be restored in
Chile as soon as possible.

52. My Government has been encouraged by the fact that
the method of dialogue and negotiation has successfully
been employed in several areas of unrest and tension. We
have welcomed the peace agreement on Viet-Nam and hope
that an early political settlement can be reached in the whole
area of Indo-China. We also welcome the agreement on
humanitarian problems concluded between India and
Pakistan at Delhi on 28 August 1973. It is our hope thatthe
positive development in the Korean peninsula can continue
and that the dialogue between the Korean States can
advance.

54. Some of our most serious problems are in southern
Africa. Finland has consistently advocated that the African
peoples should be given the right to self-determination in
accordance with the Charter. We reject and condemn the
policy of apartheid practised by the Government in South
Africa. As the sanctions against the illegal Rhodesian
tegime have not been successful, we support the efforts of
the sanctions committee of the Security Council" to work
out realistic measures through which the sanctions could be
made fully effective. We firmly urge Portugal to abandon
her colonial policy so that the peoples in the territories
concerned may be granted their inalienable right to self
determination.

56. International co-operation. in the economic, social
and human rights fields has reached a scale and intensity
unforeseen when our Organization was established. Over
the years new problems have emerged, bringing with them
'the necessity to create corresponding institutions. This
development has not always taken place under a systematic
or co-ordinated plan. As a result we have today a very

6 Committee established in pursuance of Security Council resolution
253 (1968).
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complex network oforganizations and institutions, without
a clearly defined division of responsibilities and work. This
does indeed necessitate a reassessment by the membership
of how the capacity and potential of the Organization can
best be used to meet present and future needs. My delega
tion believefl that the invitation of the Secretary-General for
such a reassessment is. timely.

57. This becomes all the more urgent today as the worid
community is embarking on new ventures of global impor
tance. The new round of multilateral trade negotiations, the
reform of the international monetary system, our determi
nation to fight 8gainst the threats to our environment, the
necessity to achieve a minimum ofworld food security and
the World Population Year prove that the United Nations
system is well aware of the challenge and ofits own responsi
bilities. But these problems must be dealt with comprehen
sively and in an integrated manner.

58. Our ultimate objective under the International Devel
opment .Strategy of the Second United Nations Develop
ment Decade [resolution 2626 (XXfj] must be to improve
the condition of man, of the individUal. The implementa
tion of the Strategy is at present under review. One cannot
but agree that there is cause for frustration and criticism;
but there is still time for determined efforts to brh:.g the
Decade to a successful conclusion. The responsibility for
mobilizing, guiding and co-ordinating action towards that
end rests, inside the United Nations system, with the Eco
nomic and Social Council. The Council has recently shown
an increasing awareness of this responsibility. My Govern
ment will continue to give the Council its full support in that
task.

59. The responsibility for achieving the goals and objec
tives of the Strategy lies, however, ultimately with the
Member States themselves, developing and developed alike.
Although the impact of the contribution of a relatively
small country cannot be decisive, Finland also has its share
of this global challenge. Thus my Government in submit
ting its budget proposals for next year, has included appro
priations for international development assistance which
represent an increase of 36. per cent as compared to 1973. In
this connexion I can announce that my Government is
ready to participate with an increasing share in the replen
ishment of the resources of the International Development
AssociatiQn decided upon only a few days ago at the Joint
Annual Meeting of the International Monetary Fund and
the World Bank in Nairobi.

60. A prerequisite for the attainment of the basic goal of
the Strategy-the improvement of the conditions ofman
is that no one should be excluded from the benefits of the
development process on any discriminatory grounds, be
they of race or of religion, or on any other grounds. It is
therefore deplprable that today, 25 years after the adoption
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, one still has
to reaffirm from this rostrum the necessity of eliminating
racism and racial discrimination. The continued existence
of systematicalfy exercised racial discrimination in southern
Africa and other tragic events in that part of the continent
unfortunately prove that we are still far away from the goals
of the Charter. My delegation will therefore fully support
the launching at this session 'of the international Decade for
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination.
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67. This Zionist clique would not have been able to con
tinue its aggression and expansion were it not for the mate- '
rial support of the United States of America, its partner in
mass murder, extermination, and expulsion of the indige
nous people of Palestine.

-
61. Mr. MAGHUR (Libyan Arab Republic):" I should exterminating the American Indian people. The record of
like to express my delegation's sincere congratulations to the conduct of this clique and their United States supporters
Ambassador Benites on his accession to his high office. He is overflowing with acts of aggression and conspiracy
is a distinguished son of Latin America, and his election against the Arab nation. The current events in the Arab
therefore constitutes, a source of pride to all ofus in the third region illustrate just one further chapter in a seriesofaggres-
world, particularly the countries of Latin America that are sions oft repeated over the last 25 years.
struggling against difficult circumstances to achieve pro
gress for their people. Despite the tragic events in Chile and
the overthrow and cruel murder of President Salvador
Allende, we are confident that the peoples ofLatin America
will continue their efforts to make progress and to gain
complete control over their national resources.

62. Permit me also to express our consummate admira
tion to Ambassador Benites' predecessor, Mr. Trepczyfiski
for his efforts while presiding over the affairs of the last
session of this Assembly.

63. In the name of the Libyan Arab Republic, I should
like to welcome from this rostrum the declaration of inde
pendence of the State of Guinea-Bissau, a country in Africa
that is very close to our hearts. We look forward to the day
when' that country can take its rightful place in this
Organization.

64. My delegation also takes this occasion to welcome the
admission of the German Democratic Republic, the Com
monwealth of the Bahamas and the Federal Republic of
Germany to membership in this Organization. However,
we cannot fail to deplore the policiespursued by the Federal
Republic of Germany in maintaining relations with the
racist and Nazi regimes in occupied Palestine, South Africa
and Rhodesia.

65. The events that have occurred in the course ofthe past
year still confirm the determination of colonialism and
imperialism to pursue policies of. threat, domination and
extortion. Imperialism still employs all -its 'resources to .
maintain a grasp over peoples. How else can one interpret
the latest criminalaggression by Zionist gangs on 6 October
than as one in a series of repeated aggressions within the
over-all international imperialist 'and colonialist plot? The
establishment of the puppet Zionist clique in the midst of
the Arab nation was directed towards the control ofthe area
and its resources. They also SOUght to impose on peoples of
the area a state of fear and terror in order to prevent them
from devoting all their attention to development and pro
gress. This puppet clique was established through an inter
national and colonial conspiracy, and the Arab people of
Palestine were and remain today one of its victims, The
Arab people of Palestine were expelled from their homes
and their country and were dispersed to different parts of
the world. They were replaced by hordes assembled from
different parts of the world with no common purpose other
than blind fanaticism and false slogans not based on any
religious, historical,' or national foundation.

66. The Zionist gangs took as their example chapters in
United States history to establish the machinery that perpet
uates itself through treachery, plunder and mass slaughter.
They employed the same criminal methods that were used
by the white settlers on this continent in subduing and

7 Mr. Maghur spoke in Arabic. The English version ofhis statement
was supplied by the delegation.

68. It has become very clear to the world that the United
States of America has placed in the service of the Zionist
gangs all its military and material potential, without any
limit. Moreover, it has become a matter offact that the same
member of the Security Council has placed its right ofveto
in the hands of the Zionist gang, challenging the conscience
of the world community in defiance of the Charter of the
United Nations.

69. The Zionist gang, with the connivance of the United
State • terrorizes, murders, annexes and expands with the
inter; ion of imposing on the Arab nation a policy ofdefeat
ism and acquiescence. When the Arab nation defends itself
by liberating its territories, the Zionist gangs and their
supporters deny us our legitimate rights.

70. In the context of the latest aggressions against the
Arab nation, is it not strange that the partner of the Zionist
gangs, in its naked insolence, should demand the with
drawal of the forces to the positions they held prior to the
outbreak of hostilities or. 6 October 1973? The United
States of America, abusing its seat in the Security Council as
one of the five permanent members, has the audacity to
.demand thatthe Arabs WIthdrawfrom their own territories,
evacuating them to accommodate Zionist immigrants. It
backs up this audacious demand by threatening to use its
Sixth Fleet, based in the Mediterranean, in a deliberate
attempt to intimidate the Arab nation.

71. This ugly logic of domineering colonialism is based on
deception, treachery and distortion of facts.

72. With these facts in mind, we can easily understand the
motives behind these aggressions and the collaboration of
the Unit~:d States with the Zionist gangs. In plain terms, it is
the lust for domination ofthe area, subjugation ofits people
and the 'exploitation of their resources.

73. ,The situation in Palestine can be dealt with neither
. from the approach ofwho it was who did or did not start the
hostilities nor from that of finding superficial temporary
solutions. The problem can be dealt with only in its real
essence and historical roots, which are that the Palestinian
people have been expelled from their homes and their land
and have been deprived of all their legitimate rights. Any
solution that ignores this basic fact will be doomed to
failure, whatever the magnitude of the Power that seeks to
impose it.

74. The Libyan Arab Republic, which commits all that is
in its power to the cause ofthe Palestinian people, calls upon
the international community to support the Palestinian
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80. The situations in Indo-China, in the Arab region, and
in the African continent are a constant reminder that the
peace we seek remains elusive. The great victory of the
heroic people of Viet-Nam against the forces ofaggression
and treachery is a triumph for all people struggling against
imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism. Despite
their great victory, the heroic people ofViet-Nam still suffer
because, of the violation by the United States and by the
Saigon administration of the provisions of the Paris agree
ments, as well as of other international instruments related
to the question of Viet-Nam. The situation in Cambodia is
no better than that in Viet-Nam. The forces of coloniaiism
remain represented in the puppet regime of Phnom Penh,
which, with the support of the United States, still pursues
inhuman policies against the people of Cambodia, strug
gling under the leadership of the Royal Government of
Norodom Sihanouk.

79. Unfortunately, it is a fact that there are among us
those who question the right of peoples and nations to
exercise full control over their natural resources. This right
constitutes an integral element in the exercise of national
sovereignty by all States. It is high time for those who still
undermine such national sovereignty because of their greed
to recognize this legitimate right. The gravity of the situa
tion becomes even more alarming when the States that are
incited by international monopolies begin devising conspir
acies, threatening to use force, and fabricating reasons in
order to enlist other States in defiance of the recognized
principle of national sovereignty over natural resources.

81. One of the results ofdetente has been the imposition of
partition on peoples and nations; and, what is worse, the
United Nations has been used to consolidate and give legal
status to such partition. Yesterdayit was Germany, today it
is Korea, and tomorrow it will be Viet-Nam.

82. The right to self-determination is the inalienable right
of all nations, and can be exercised only in a context of free
will, devoid of foreign interference and pressure.

83. International security is indivisible, and any disturb
ance in one area will result in disturbance of the interna
tional peace and security of die whole world. The current
attempts of European countries to create in their continent
new conditions of peace will not meet with the expected
success unless Europe achieves self-reliance and terminates
its relianceon foreign force, dismantling all foreign military
bases, pacts, alliances and treaties.

84. In this context the presence of foreign fleets and for
eign military bases in the Mediterranean area constitutes in
itself a direct threat to the peace and security of the littoral
States.

struggle against Zionist and colonialist forces. It ishigh time imbalance prevailing in the international, political, eco-
for the international community to raise its voice demand- nomic and social scene, especially with regard to narrowing
ing the restoration to the Palestinian people of the inaliena- the gap between the have and the have-not nations.
ble rights of which they have been dispossessed in their
usurped land.

76. Colonialism and its agents perpetrate to this day acts
of international terrorism. The determination of national
liberation movements to achieve their objectives is con
fronted with even greater use of force and violence on the
part of colonialist forces. This use of force has reached an
unprecedented level in the practice of organized interna
tional terrorism, leading to mass murder and political assas
sination of such martyrs as Amilcar Cabral, Edouardo
Mondelane, Kamal Adwan, Abu Yusuf and Kamal Nasser.

77. The recent developments in the international relations
of the super-Powers, which have resulted if) what has been
called detente, should not be at the expense orthe interests
of the small countries. The developing countries have suf
fered extensively, during the period of international con
frontation between the major Powers, from the policies of
domination and division of the world as pursued against
colonized and small nations alike. We are afraid that this
detente is an agreement among the super-Powers to divide
the world into permanent spheres of influence and to
resolve international disputes among themselves without
due regard to the interests of the international community,
where the small countries constitute an overwhelming
majority. At a time when it issaid that the world has entered
into a period ofdetente, we witness the consolidation of the
bases of colonialism in Africa and Asia. We also-witness
conspiracies to exploit the natural resources of developing
countries which are becoming increasingly extensive and
devious. The methods of monopoly have reached the level
of armed attack against the sovereignty of States to under
mine the social and politicalsystems of these countries.

75. It is all too clear that there is a threefold unholy
alliance between, first, the forces of the Zionist clique,
second, the colonialist regimes and, third, the regimes of
apartheid and racial discrimination in Africa, They devise
the same conspiracies, practise the same methods and
pursue the same objectives, namely, close collaboration
~i~h international monopolies, suppression of the aspira
tions of legitimate indigenous peoples, imposition of alien
settlements, and the practice ofracial and religiousdiscrimi
nation. The struggle of the peoples of Angola, Guinea
Bissau, Mozambique, Namibia, Zimbabwe, the Saquia el

, Hamra, so-called Spanish Sahara, and Palestine for the
liberation of their homelands encounters everyday a greater
deployment offorce and terrorism on the part of the coloni
alist and racist regimes, supported by all the war machinery
of the NATO Powers. The Libyan Arab Republic has stood
and always will stand ready to place all its material and
moral resources in support of the African and other strug
gles in the liberation movements in the world.
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78. In order that international peace and security based
on equity and justice among nations may prevail, the non
aligned countries, in awareness of their responsibility to
international society, have consolidated thei- efforts to de
stroy the monopolies and the political dC'rJination of the.
major Powers. These efforts are also aimed at rectifying tile

8S. The Libyan Arab Republic, in raising this basic issue,
wishes to draw the attention of all peace-lovingStates to the
dangerous situation that. resulted from the-acts of aggres
sion and provocation perpetrated by the United States of
America in order to intimidate the people of the Libyan
Arab Republic and prevent them from exercising their
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devious. The methods of monopoly have reached the level
of armed attack against the sovereignty of States to under
mine the social and political systems of these countries.

76. Colonialism and its agents perpetrate to this day acts
of international terrorism. The determination of national
liberation movements to achieve their objectives is con
fronted with even greater use of force and violence on the
part of colonialist forces. This use of force has reached an
unprecedented level in the practice of organized interna
tional terrorism, leading to mass murder and political assas
sination of such martyrs as Amilcar Cabral, Edouardo
Mondelane, Kamal Adwan, Abu Yusuf and Kamal Nasser.

75. It is all too clear that there is a threefold unholy
alliance between, first, the forces of the Zionist clique,
second, the colonialist regimes and, third, the regimes of
apartheid and racial discrimination in Mrica. They devise
the same conspiracies, practise the same methods and
pursue the same objectives, namely, close collaboration
~i~h international monopolies, suppression of the aspira
tions of legitimate indigenous peoples, imposition of alien
S"ettlements, and the practice ofracial and religions discrimi
nation. The struggle of the peoples of Angola, Guinea
Bissau, Mozambique, Namibia, Zimbabwe, the Saquia el

. Hamra, so-called Spanish Sahara, and Palestine for the
liberation of their homelands encounters every day a greater
deployment offorce and terrorism on the part of the coloni
alist and raci~t regimes, supported by all the war machinery
of the NATO Powers. The Libyan Arab Republic has stood
a~d always will stand ready to place all its material and
moral resources in support of the African and other strug
gles in the liberation movements in the world.

78. In order that international peace and security based
on equity and justice among nations may prevail, the non
aligned countries, in awareness of their responsibility to
international society, have consolidated thei" efforts to de
stroy the monopolies and the political dC'rJination of the,
major Powers. These efforts are also aimed at rectifying tile

8S. The Libyan Arab Republic, in raising this basic issue,
wishes to draw the attention ofall peace-loving States to the
dangerous situation that resulted from the-acts of aggres
sion and provocation perpetrated by the United States of
America in order to intimidate the people of the Libyan
Arab Republic and prevent them from exercising their
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legitimate rights over their territorial waters and natural
resources. The provocations of the Sixth Fleet and its
repeated infringements ofour territorial waters are just one
further chapter in a long series of American aggressions
against our coasts. The first attempt to realize this colonial
ist dream began in the early years of the nineteenth century
and is, in fact, still embodied in the official anthem of the
United States Marine Corps, which begins"From the halls
of Montezuma to the shores of Tripoli".

86. The Libyan Arab Republic, in informing the interna
tional community of these provocations, assures it that it

,"

reserves its unequivocal right to protect "its national sover
eignty against all aggressors, however mighty.

87. In conclusion, I should like to hail the heroic people of
~gypt,Syria and Palestine,as wellas the peoples ofthe third
world, for their struggle to restore their rights and their
land. This is an historic, crucial moment that will always be
remembered in the annals of human history as one of the
most noble missions of mankind in his struggle to achieve.
justice and peace on earth.

VIe meeting rose at 12.05 p.m.
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