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6. The admission of Bahrain, Bhutan, and Qatar and the
imminent admission of Oman to the United Nations
constitute anf-,ther important victory for the principles of
universality and the sovereign equality of States. The
independence of Bahrain, Oman and Qatar is an important
step which will undoubtedly contribute to the progress of
the Arab peoples. We look forward to co-operating with the
new States. We are confident that they will contrl:bute
positively to the work of the United Nations.

5. Since the Asian~African Conference, held at Bandung in
1955, the People's Republic of China and Egypt have
maintained diplomatic and friendly relations. 'Today, we are
happy to see the People's Republic of China on its way to
occupying its seat in the United Nations. We shall support
the invitation to the People's Republic of China to assume·
its rightful place in the world Organization as the sole
representative of China. We shall oppose any attempt to
cast any doubt on this fact or to derogate from the full and
legitimate rights of the People's Republic of China in
accordance with the Charter.
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chances of success of the three States in their struggle to
attain their aspirations and to achieve peace based on
justice.
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1. Mr. RIAD (Egypt):1 Mr. President, Egypt, which has
with your country and your friendly people the closest ties
of history and culture and .J a common struggle, is truly
happy to see you assume your high post as President of the
General Assembly. It is also a great pleasure for me to
cOr';-atulate you on the assumption of your high office.
With the outstanding qualities that you possess you will
indeed guide this sessior.. to important achievements.
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.i 2. You succeed in this high office Edvard Hambro of
Ij Norway, whose name will remain linked with the historic 7. We welcome the recent important developments in
~~i declarations adopted last year under his able leadership. European relations, particularly their positive impact on
':i These declarations will continue to be of great value to the strengthening European security and in fostering co·

;~~ United Nations order and to co-operation 8,mong States. oPeration between Eastern and Western Europe. However,
.'li we note with regret that the fundamental problems of the
i:ffJ
{i 3. Ten yean; ago the United Nations lost Dag peoples of the third world remain unresolved. These
.~ Hammarskjold. Today, after 10 eventful years through problems tend to multiply with the passage of time in both
[.* whichU Thant has guided the United Nations with unique the economic and political fields. This is due particularly to
j f~ ability and integrity, all who know the Secretary.(jeneral the insistence on the part of certain Powers on continuing a
!'};\ should rejoice in the success he has achieved and the values policy of force and domination.

~ :~a:~ ~~a::-~ e~:~dh~eh;~~~~e~f:::S::~~~~~ 8. In Africa, the colonialist and racist regimes of southern
~
I~i! world peace and in upholding the purposes and principles Africa are still pursuing their policies of' oppression,
.' '.•~ of the Charter have added to the importance of the high exploitation and .intimidation against the indigenous
1,* office of Secretary-General. The United Nations has had African populations. The racist Government in South
I·Jt grave experiences during this peliod, and U Thant has Africa, the illegal regime in Rhodesia and the Portuguese
! ·1 steadfastly remained the voice of peace and reason and the colonialists in Africa have constituted among themselves a
.I[.•.·,.~.., defender 'of the Charter. We hope that these words which I colonialist and racist alliance parallel to the racist Zionist

< speak now are not a farewell and that he will agree once aggression against the north of Africa. These policies
more to carry the burdens and responsibilities of his post in brazenly defy all human values, the great turns of history,

i~./ the cause of the United Nations to which he is dedicated. and the destiny of OUi~_ civilization. Resistance to these
L~.. policies should not be confmed to their victims in Africa; it
~. i 4. On 2 September 1971 the peoples of Syria, Libya and is rather a collective responsibility. Theintemational
! ; Egypt took a historic step for unity. After a national community should be asked not only. to withhold aid .to
\] referendum in the three States, the Federation of Arab such regimes but also to take effective action to bring ~hem
i-j RepUblics was bont This Union will no doubt increase the into the fold of civilization.

, [~ 1 Mr. Riad spoke in Arabic. The English version of his 'Statement 9. In Asia, it is indeed a source of deep regret to see the

:.: ....~.<:.J:~:::::~~~~~~~~::::ite.th .. ~~:~~:~:."~ .



~.; ". ~,- .•..

,
j:

18. Resolution 298 (1971) just recently adopted by the
Security Council, on 25 September 1971, which urgently
called upon Israel to rescind all previous actions aimed at
annexing occupied Jerusalem, was the third on that subject
adopted by the Security Council. Israel has once again
rejected the resolution, and did so on the very day it was
adopted.

21. The crimes which Israel is. committing against the
Palestinian people and other inhabitants of the occupied
Arab territories belong to the same category of crimes as
those which the Nazis perpetrated against the Jews and
many others in occupied Europe, crimes which were
considered repugnant to the human conscience and whose
perpetrators were tried as war criminals. These crimes led
the civilized nations to conclude the 1949 Geneva Conven
tionst to which Israel is a party, and which it refuses to

19. In addition to those resolutions, the General Assembly
has adopted 24 resolutions on the rights of the Palestinians.
The Security Council, as well as the c.::: .ieral Assembly, has
adopted several other resolutions calling on Israel to allow
displaced persons to return to their homes in the occupied
territories. There were 13 more resolutions adopted by the
General Assembly and the Commission on Human Rights,
calling upon Israel to respect the tights of the civilian
inhabitants in the occupied territories in confonnity with
the fourth Geneva Convention.2

20. Israel has adamantly, by word and deed, rejected all
these resolutions. It has continued to establish settlements
in the occupied Arab territOlies on· the debris of the Arab
homes it destroyed. Last summer it launched a major
aggression against the Palestinian refugees in the Gaza
sector and transferred thousands of families by force from
destroyed refugee camps to the Sinai peninsula in occupied
Eg1'ptian territory.

16. The 1967 war will not be Israel's last aggression if
Israel succeeds in holding the spoils of this one. Success will
undoubtedly tempt Israel to pursue further its expansionist
schemes to create that "Greater Israel", as long as it
believes that it can rely on outside support in its aggressive
policies against the peoples of the area.

17. The other side of the Zionist policy of expansion
manifests itself in Israel's practices of massive expulsion of
the inhabitants of the occupied territories and systematic
demolition and destruction of houses, civic centlJS and
entire villages. These are amongst the gravest of crimes and
are prohibited by the Geneva Conventions. They are also in
contravention of a whole series of United Nations resolu
tions.

15. The 1967 aggression was along the same lines and in
the same pattern: aggression, occupation, expuision of the
inhabitants, and an attempt to impose a fait accompli.
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world public OpInIon to the continuation of aggressive Egyptian-Israeli Armistice Agreement was "dead and
actions against theViet-Namese people. buried", and that the Sinai had been annexed to Israel. This

aggression did not bear fruit, because of Egypt's resistance
and the t1nn opposition of the international community.

11. Egypt has followed with its heart and soul the painful
events that took place in Pakistan last spring. We are
confident that Pakistan will overcome this crisis in a
manner that will safeguard its national unity. We appreciate
the imme<&1e efforts exerted by the Government of India
to meet .the situation arising from the inflow of a large
number of Pakistani refugees into Indian territory. We
believe it is imperative that wider international efforts be
made to help the people and the Government of India cope
with the enormous human burden they are now shouldering
and to assist the Pakistani refugees to return to their homes.

12. On 5 June 1967, Israel launched its aggression and
occupied Egyptian, Syrian and Jordanian territories. Ever
since, it has followed a policy aimed at imposing its
expansiunist ambitions on the Arab countries. This is in
pursuance of its ultimate objective of establishing a
"Greater .Israel" between the Nile in Egypt and the
Euphrates in Iraq. Israel's insistence on territorial ~xpansion
emerged as the sole obstacle frustrating efforts to carry out
resolution 242 (1967), adopted by the Security Council on
22 November 1967. It is that policy of expansion which is
at present· the most dangerous factor threatening peace in
the Middle East. The Arab peoples are conscious of the
history of Israel's expansion. The road between the first
Zionist claim in 1917 to permit Jewish immigration into
Palestine and Israel's insistence today on annexing Egyp
tian, Syrian and Jordanian territories is vividly remembered
by every Arab citizen.

13. The people of Palestine were the first victims of the
Zionist movement. They were evicted by force from
Palestinian cities and villages. When zionism benefited from
international circumstances to which the Palestinians were
not a party, a United Nations resolution partitioning
Palestine [resolution 181 (II)) was adopt-;d. Israel, how
ever, expanded beyond the boundaries established by the
partition resolution. It committed unforgettable massacres
against the Palestinian people ane· pursued its policy of
expulsion by force against them. It was then that. some
Arab States responded to the call to help the Palestiman
people defend themselves. But the Israeli forces had already
under their· control a large· part of the Palestinian territory
beyond the boundaries established by the partition resolu
tion. From those areas, Israel committed one aggression
sfter another against the peoples of Palestine and the
n~ig.'1bouringArab States.

10. We support the heroic struggle of the Viet-Namese
people, which will be inscribed on glorious pages in the
annals of history. We firmly support the Viet-Namese
people's legitimate demands for unity, for the exercise of
their right to self-determination and for the withdrawal of
foreign troops from Viet-Nam. We believe that the pro
gramme submitted recently by the Provisional Revolution
ary Government of South Viet-Nam constitutes a reason
able basis on which to end the war in Viet-Nam and to
enable the Viet-Namese people to realize their national

.aspirations.
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14. In 19S~S Isra~l attacked Egypt and occupied the Sinai 2 Convention relativeto the Protection of Civilian 1:lersons in Time .. !i
I peninsula, and its then Prime Minister declared that the ofWat, of 12 August 1949. \ i
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30. The most cogent expression which reaffirms that the
withdrawal is an integral part of permanent -peace is found
in resolution 242 (1967) itself, which emphasized in one
sentence:

26. The Foreign Minister of Israel made a statement here
on 30 September [1946th meeting] in which he asserted
that in a condition of peace Israel would not withdraw
from all the occupied Egyptian territory. In the same
speech he invited Egypt to enter into an interim agreement.
This interim agreement would not provide for the with
drawal of Israeli forces from Egyptian territory. The
Foreign Minister of Israel also proposed that international
arrangements be established to supervise the interim agree
ment to be signed by Egypt. In short, Israel invites Egypt to
sign an interim agreement in which Egypt would accept the
continued Israeli occupation of its territory under the
protection of the international community. If Israel seeks
today an 'interim agreement, it should fulfIl its ooligations
under the 1949 Armistice Agreement, which was concluded
under the auspices of the Security Council and which Israel
cannot unilaterally abrogate. If, however, it is permanent
peace that Israel seeks, then it should agree to implement
Security Council resolution 242 (1967) and respond 'Josi
tively to Ambassador Jarring's aide-memcire of 8 February
1971 [A/8541,annex I], which defines the first step
towards the full implementation of the Se~u:lty Council
resolution.

27. Israel cannot impose on the Arab States a third
alternative: new interim agreements which would secure the
continued occupation of the territories it seized in June
1967. Peace cannot coexist with occupation. This was very
clearly stated in the address mad€- by the President ofEgypt
to the nation on 16 September last. Any interim steps
should lead only to the full implementation of all the
provisions of the Security Cmmcil resolution under the
auspices of Ambassador Jarring and the withdrawal of the
Israeli forces from all Arab territories occupied by Israel
since 5 June 1967.

28. When the General Assembly met in the fifth emer
gency special session in theaftermatP. of the June 1967
Israeli aggression, two main trends dominated its delibera
tions. The first trend emphasized the need for the imme
diate withdrawal of the Israeli forces from all the occupied
territories on the understanding that the Middle East crisis
would be subsequently resolved. The second emphasized
the necessity of the withdrawal of the Israel! forces from all
the occupied territories as part of a general settlement of
the lVliddle East crisis. Not one smgie draft resolution was
submitted to the General Assembly which did not provide
for the withdrawal of the Israeli forces to the lines existing
prior to 5 June 1967.

29. When the question was later considered by the
Security Council, the Council opted for the second trend,
which called for a comprehensive settlement which would
bring about a just and lasting peace in the Middle East. This
was embodied in Security Council resolution 242 (1967).

1954thmeeting - 6 October 1971

honour. Indeed~ Israel denies its obligations under the law
of war as it denies its obligations under the law of p~ace.

22. The Arab peoples who have lived the 'tragedy of the
Palestinia.n people will continue to defend and support the
inalienable right of every Palestinian to return to his home
and to cultivate his land. The responsibility of the United
Nations towards <,~e Palestinian people, which is a legal,
moral and historical responsibility, will be unfulfIlled until
all the resolutions adopted on the sacred rights of the
Palestinians have been faithfully and effectively imple
mented. A just and lasting peace in the Middle East cannot
be aqhi~d without the realization of these rights.

23. The leaders of Israel convinced themselves that, by
../ launching the 5 June 1967 aggression and by occupying

Arab territories, they would force the Arab countries to
surrender to their expansionist demands. The same self
conviction dominated the leaders of Nazi Germany when
they invaded Europe. They, too, felt that they could
dictate their conditions to Europe through military cop.
quest. It was the resolve of the invaded countries in Europe
to stand up and resist that eventually led to the defeat of
the invader and the liberation of the then occupied lands.
Egypt has refused and will continue to refuse to surrender
to Israel's expansionist ambitions. Egypt's steadfastness is
an integral part of its determination to liberate every inch
of the territory occupied by Israel as a result of its
aggression of 5 June 1967.

24. Having failed to impose capitulation on the Arab
countries as a result of its aggression in June 1967, Israel
tOday strives for the fragmentation of the settlement by
seeking to conclude separate agreements which would
enable Israel to continue its occupation and to impose
acceptance of the status quo. That is, basically, what Israel
is seeking through what it has recently called a "Suez Canal
agreement". In fact, Israel's objective is territorial expan
sion-it intends to use this interim agreement as a spring
board for further aggression. The experience of over 20
years has inured the Arab world to such things; it cannot
again be dragged into such a trap. But it is important that
the General Assembly be made aware of this fact.
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25. In 1949 the Arab States concluded interim agreements
with Israel. These were the General Armistice Agreements.
Under these Agreements Israel occupied large areas of the
territory of Palestine which were not allotted to it under
the 1947 partition resolution. Shortly after the conclusion
of these agreements the Arab States and Israel concluded
the Lausanne Protocol of 12 May 1949. However, instead

. i of withdrawing to its assigned boundaries according to the
J#; i\ ~ partition resolution, Israel moved farther and occupied b:'
rq. force the Palestinian demilitarized zones, expelled the

II United Nations observers and forcibly evicted the inhab-, '

: ~ itants of these zones. Subsequently, Israel launched its
: ' 1956 aggression against Egypt and unilaterally declared the

~~'... abrogation of the Egyptian-Israeli ArrrJstice Agreement.
Ii Later, it launched the 1967 aggression against Egypt, Syrian. and Jordan, and renounced the Armistice Agreements with
11 those three countries. Israel has used the interim agree-
I j ments as a means of consolidating a de facto situation
I; resulting from its aggression and a stage from which it " ... the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory
il commits further aggression or the road of territorial by war and the need to work for a just and lasting peace·
:! expansion.' in which every State in the area can live in security."
1\
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"I appeal... to the Government of Israel to give
further consideration to this question and to respond
favourably to Ambassador Jarring!s initiative."s

40. The representatives of the four permanent membe,rs of
the Security Council £uppm ted Ambassador Jarring's illatia
tive and expressed satisfaction with Egypt's response. They
asked th.at Israel give a similar reply. The representatives of
the four permanent members of the Security Council
requested, the United States representative~ Mr. George
Bush, to convey this position to the Secretary-General.

41. On 5 March 1971, the Secretary-General issJJed an
appeal to Israel to reconsider its position and respond to
Ambassador Jarring's initiative. He said:

39. Upon receiving the clarifications which it requested
from Ambassador Jarring, Egypt, on 15 February 1971,
communicated its acceptance of his initiative. On 26
February, Israel rejected Ambassador Jarring's initiative and
declared that it would not withdraw to Egypt's inter
national frontiers as requested by Ambassador Jarring. It·
might be appropriate at this juncture to refiDr to the
Secretary-General's report. He stated:

"I wish ... to note with satisfaction the positive reply
given by the United Arab Republic to Ambassador
Jarring's initiative. However, the Government of Israel has
so far not responded to the request of Ambassador
Jarring chat it should give a commitment on withdrawai
to the international boundary of the United Arab
Republic."4

37. We accepted the United States initiative in July and
appointed our Permanent Representative to the United
Nations in New York to enter into contact with Ambas
sador Jarring. On 4 August 1970, Israel announced its
acceptance but hnmediately started to procrastinate in its
contacts with Ambassador Jarring. On 6 September 1970 it
declared its withdrawd from these contacts.

3,B. On 8 February 1971 Ambassador Jarring took iris
well-known initiative in accordance with which he concen
trated on one zone of the conflict and planned ~ubse

quently to move on to other zones. The Jarring initiative of
8 February was a decisive mileston.e. The response to that
initiative determined the willingness and seriousness on the
part of Egypt and Israel.to carry out their obligations under
Security "Council resolution 242 (1967). Ambassador
Jarring requested Israel to make a specific commitment to
withdraw its forces from Egyptian territory to Egypt's
international frontiers. He requested Egypt to offer a
corresponding commitment to enter into a peace agreement
with Isr(l.el provided that Israel withdrew its forces to
Egypt's international frontier.
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32. Israel's allegation that its security could lbe achieved
only through. expansion is a negation of commOlU sense. If a
State believes that it can achieve its security at the expense
of the territory of an~ther neighbouring State, why then
should not the neighbouring State attempt to expand in the
territory of another State also on the· basis of "security"
and why then should the same pattern not be irepeated by
all other States?

3 See Official Records of the Security Council, Twenty-fourth
Year, 1468th meeting, para. 39.

33.· The greatest guarantee of security is peace based on
justice. This could be reinforced by a system of guarantees
under the auspices and the supervision of the Security
Council. It was ironic to hear the Foreign Minister of Israel
strongly advocating the establishment of international
arrangements to supervise an interim agreement which
would secure Israel's occupation while at the same time
vehemently rejecting guarantees to be provided by the
Security Council to protect permanent peace in the Middle
East.

34. We are almost at the end of the fourth year since the
Security Council adopted resolution 242 (1967). Through
out these last four years, Ambassador Gunnar Jarring, the
Special Representative of the Secretary-General, has been
making patient and consistent efforts to achieve a just and
lastmg peace in accordance with resolution 242 (196~/). All
these efforts have been frustrated by a single obstacle:
Israel's refusal to withdraw from the territories it occupied
as a result of its aggression of 5 June 1967.

35, When the JaIring mission came to its frrst deadlock,
France proposed early in 1969 that the four permanent
members of the Security Council should hold talks with a
view to assisting Amb~ssador Jarring and showd work tf)
ensUre the implementation of Security Council resolution
242 (1967).3 This initiative ry France was accepted by us.
n was rejected by Israel.

36. In June 1970 the United States advanced what has
become known as "the Rogers initiative" which cnntained

31. That resolution was not adopted in a vacuum. It was three elements: first, implementation of the Security
adopted unanimously after long and arduous consultations Council resolution; second, the nomination by the parties
in which the four major Powers and the parties concerned of representatives to mainta;n contact with Ambassador
participated. At that time it was the United States more Jarring in order·to carry out the resolution, and third, a
than any other Power which insisted that the settlement cease-fire to be observed for 90 days to facilitate the task of
should be comprehensive and should embody all the AmblJ-ssador Jarring.
ingredients of the Middle East conflict. The United States
firmly opposed the return to interim arrangements on the
ground that such arrangements would not terminate the
state of war. Any attempt to depict Security Council
resolution 242 (1967) as condoning territorid expansion is
in flagrant violation of the Charter and the provisions of the
resolution itself. In fact it serves only to reveal the colonial
intentions of the perpetrator. The theory of territorial
expansion which Israel promotes today means the follow
ing: any State wish1,g to expand into the territory of
another State need only invade that State, occupy its
territory· and impose its territorial demands by force of
occupation and on the basis of the allegation that every war
leads to territorial changes. But there is no acceptable
justification whatsoever for territorial expansion"
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41bid., Twenty-sixth Year, Supplement for January, February 11

and March 1971, document S/10070/Add.2, para. 14. ;1
5 Ibid., !tara. 15. ; i
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"Every State has the duty to refrain from the threat or
use of force to violate the existing intemationalbound
aries of another State or as a means of solving inter
national disputes, including territorial disputes and
problems concerning frontiers ofStates" {ibid.}.

"Such an approach directly addresses the principal
national concerns of both Israel and the United Arab

51. In the course of his Spe~Gft to the General Assembly
on Monday {1950th meeting}) Mr. William Rogers reaf
firmed the posidon of the United States stated bv him in a
speech on 9 December 1969, in which he said:.

" ... in the context of peace and agreemer;'i (,.~ specific
security safeguards, withdrawal of Israeli f0.:ces from
Egyptian territory would be reqUired.

50. The United States, which provides Israel with military
an4 economic assistance, has repeatedly rejected the princi
;~;:. of mllitai)' conquest as a means of acquiring the
territory of other States. The United States has, moreover,
declared its support of Ambassador Jarring's aide~memoire

of 8 Februaty, which calls for Israeli withdrawal to Egypt's
international borders and the conclm;on of a peace
agreement.

48. These fundamental norms of i!:ternational law were
reflected and further emphasized in the historic Declaration
on the Stre!lgthening of International Sl}curity adopted by
the General Assembly last year {resolution 2734 (XXV)))
in order to emphasize their importance in thel.~aintenance

of international peace and security. Israel's insistence on
expanding and annexing Arab territories is a categorical
rejection of f,~ace in the Middle East. It is also a clear
manifestation of its determination to pursue war and to
undermine the basic principles laid down by the peoples of
the United Nations for the establishment of a civilized
international order and for the maintenance of world peace.

49. Israel's policy of military expansion, its attempts to
revive the colonial principle of military conquest, its refusal
to agree to permanent peace, and i~ .., ·:onsistent defiance of
the United Nations resolutions are a;l policies for which
Israel fmds no support whatever :ill the mternationm
community.

47. The Prime Minister of Israel, in her bitter attack on
the Charter principle of non-acquisition of territory by
force, had the audacity to refer to that Charter principle as
"immoral", as reported in Time magazine of 30 Augu~t

1971. The Prime Minister of Israel made the statement
before one year had elapsed since the unanimous adoption
by th,~ Unitf}d Nations of the Declaration on Principles of
International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co
operation Among States in accOldanoo with the Charter of .
the United Nations, which spells out the provisions of that
basi~ principle of the Charter. The Declaration states:

"The territory of a State shall not be the object of
acquisition by another State resulting from the th~at or
use of force. No territorial acquisition resulting from the
threat or use of force shall be recognized' as lega1." {See
resolution 2625 (XXV), annex.}

It also declared:

1954th meeting - 6 October 1971

Jill IIIltlJUM.Jl 1:.11" MU.UltltJLiLJUUi .Utlle.OIi It Xi 1 iililUU 1h 2£i 12 :z i, 5 1IIIIUJdmaJllhUb ILi212UdtJ.•t

46. Since the official announcement of its expansionist
policy of annexing occu~ied Egyptian territory, the Israeli
leaders have launched an active campaign aimed at resur·
recting the principle of military conquest as a means for the
acqUisition of territory belonging to other States. This
principle lay at the root of the whole colonial system and
led to almost all the wars that had occurred before the
emergence of the United Nations.

45. Israel rejected this initiative, as it had previously
rejected the Jarring initiative. This rejection was f)xpressed
once again by the Foreign Ministet of Israel' on 3D
September, when he declared that Israel would not with
draw from all the occupied Egyptia,n territories. Moreover,
the israeli Defence Minister st~tted on 19 September:

"Israel should kebp Sharm EI Sheikh, the Golan heights
of Syria, and· the Gaza Strip among the territories
captured in 1967, at the same time keeping troops on the
Jordan River"-that is, the west bank of the Jordan under
Israel's military control-"and retaining new settlements
in the occupied areas."

44. The second stage would then follow. Israeli armed
forces would be withdrawn from all the Arab territories
occupied after 5 June 1967, and the remaining provisions
of the Security Council resolution would be fully carried
out in conformity with the time-table prepared by Ambas
sador Jarring.

43. In pursuance of our efforts to secure the implementa
tion of Security Council resolution ·242 (1967) and the
withdrawal of Israeli forces from all the territories occupied
after 5 June 1967, President Anwar EI-Sadat proposed last
February an initiative which provides for t!'te implementa
tion of Security' Council resolution 242 (1967) and the
withdrawal of Israeli forces in two stages. President
EI-Sadat declared that, upon Israel's withdrawal to the lines
of the first stage, Egypt would be willing to accept a
cease-fire for a period of six months, dUring which
Ambassador Jarring would prepare a Lime-table for the
implementation of all the provisions of the Security
Council resolution. DUrillg this stage Egypt would start
clearing the Suuz Canal with a view to opening it for
international navigation. Egyptian forres would cross the
Suez Canal to assume their national rt"iponsibilities on the
eastern bank of the Canal and to prc lect the Canal and the
Egyptian cities on the Canal.

/'2. Israel rejected this appeal. The Foreign Minister of
~srael, on 30 September, repeated this rejection when he
asserted that Israel would not withdraw from all the
occupied territory of Egypt in accordance with the Jarring
aide-memoire. He stated:

"In the framework of a peace settlement with Egypt,
Israel would withdraw from the cease-fire lines. We have
never asserted that in a condition of peace it would be
necessary for our troops to remain in .all of the Sinai
Peninsula or even in most of it." {1946th meeting,
para. 95.}

It is quite obvious that the Foreign' Minister of Israel
u.tilized considerable linguistic dexterity and word play; yet
the one and only meaning to be drawn from this statement
is Israel's determination to annex part of Egypt's territory.
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Republic. It would require the United Arab Republic to
agree to a binding and specific commitment to peace. It
would require withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from
United Arab Republic territory to the international
border between Israel and Egypt which has been in
existence for over a half century."6

52. We note that this position corresponds to the Jarring
initiative of 8 February 1971, which was accepted by Egypt
on 15 February, We also note that in his speech Mr. Rogers
~alled for a step towards complete apr! full implementation
clf Security Council resolution 242 (1967). We consider any
~LttL..npt to transfonn such a step into asepar:.lte agJ:eement
as one of the impediments which Israel has often used to
frustrate the realization of peace in the Middle East.

53. The United States, however, has continued to provide
Israel with military and economic aid. At a time when Israel
if) actively labouring to annex the occupied Arab teuitories,
this support by the United States does not represent merely
a retraction of its previous commitments, including its
commitments under the (;harter, but it also enables Israel
to pursue its policy of frustrating the implementation of
the Security Council resolution and of continuing its
aggression against the Arab countries andits defbnce of the
United Nations.

54.· Th~le is a basic contradiction betwefm the repeated
assertion of the United States of support for the Security
Council resolution and its actual policy of providing
military and economic aid to Israel, in spite of the latter's
rejection of the Jarring aide-memoire and its insistence on
territorial expansion.

55. As a great Power and a permanent member of the
Secr ity Council, the United Stltes bears a heavy responsi
bility and as:lumes definite.commitments with regard to the
maintenance of international peace and security. Hence, the
United States and the other big Powers should strive for the
realization of the steps leading to the achievement of
permanent peace in the Middle East.

56. Wide and important sectors of ~he international
community have defined their position and announced
their full support for Security Council resolution
242 (1967), and have called ~pon Israel to co-operate with
Ambassador Jarring and to respond positively to his
aide-memoire. I should like to refer, in particular, to the
f!lir resolution adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State
and Government of the Organization of African Unity on
22 June 1971 at Addis Ababa. 7 In that resolution the
African leaders called for the immediate withdrawal of
Israeli anned forces from all Arab territories to the lines of
5 June 1967; expressed their full support fOl'.the efforts of
the Special hepresentative of the United Nations Secre
tary-General to implement Security Council resolution
242 (1967) and his initiative for peace of 8 February 1971;
reaffirmed their solidarity with the United Arab Republic
and appreciated its reply of 15 February to Ambassador
Jarrinb's initiative as a practical step for establishing a just

57. The African leaders did not confine themselves to the
adoption of that important resolution. They requested the
President of MaurItania, Moktar Ould Daddah, in his
capacity as Chairman of the eighth session of the OAD
Assembly, to consult with the other Heads of State to exert
their joint influence t) secure the full implementation of
their resolution. As a result of these consuHations~ a
committee was established under the chairmanship of
President Moktar Ould Daddah composed of the Heads of
State of EthioP~ilr, the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Senegal, Mauritaria, Nigeria, Cameroon, Kenya, United
Republic of Tanzania, the Ivory Coast and Liberia,

58. Egypt declared its acceptance of the implementation
of the resolution adopted by the OAU Assembly. We shall
co-operate with the committee of our African Heads of
State led by President Senghor with a view to ensuring the

'success of its mission and in order to carry out 'the
collective will of Africa's Heads of State. In deference to
this effort Egypt will not request the discussion of the item
entitled "The situation in the Middle East" [item 22] in
accordance with its established priority on the agenda of
the General Assembly, and will await the results of this
mission.

59. The support for Security Council resolution
242 (1967) and the Jarring initiative of 8 February, is
indeed universal. Besides Africa's support, Asian States,
non-aligned countries, the socialist countries and Western
European countries ha,ve~ on many occasions, strongly
supported Ambassador JarrilJ,'s efforts. We are also confi
dent that the Latin American countries, which contributed
to laying the foundation of the principle of the non
aquisition of territory by force,will no doubt reject Israel's
attempts aiming at the acquisition of lands through military
conquest and will actively support the Security Council
resolution and the effortG of Ambassador Jarring to achieve
permanent peace in i.~. ~ Middle East.

60. Security Council re::;olution 242 (1967) is firmly based
on two inseparable foundations, permanent peace and full
withdrawal. Ambassador Jarring's mission is an integral part
of that resolution. There are two wads before us which
would lead to the full im~lementation of the Security
Council resolution and to the establishment of permanent
peace in the Middle East: first, the implementation of
President EI-Sadat's initiative, to which I referred earlier in
my speech; and, second, Israt~l's agreement to enter into a
peace agreement in accordance with the aide-memoire of
Ambassador Jarring of 8 February 1971. Egypt has re
sponded positively to that aide-memoire, It remains for
Israel to take the same step, thus enabling Ambassador
Jarring to resume his contacts. I would be ready to meet
with Ambassador Jarring to discuss with him the implemen
tation of the contents of his aide-memoire. I am ready to
do this today.
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6 Ibid., Twenty-fifth Year, Supplement for January, Februt4.y and
March 1970, document 8/9588.

7 Ibid., Twenty-sixth Year, Supplement for July, August and
September 1971, document 8/10272.

61. Moreover, we agree that the Security Council should
lay down security arrangements to guarantee peace and
security and to ensure the non-renewal of aggression in the
Middle East. These arrangements include the establishment ,
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73. One of the predominant realities of today's world is
the irresistible affirmation of the peoples' will to decide
their own destinies to be masters in their own land. Peoples
are rising up in resolute defence of freedom and dignity, of
the right to determine their future by themselves, with9ut
outside interference, to advance unhindered on the road to
peace, prosperity and civilization. They firmly oppose the
imperialist policy of force and diktat, and oppression and
domination in any form. They are claiming, more and more
vigorously, the right ':iO dispose freely of their countries'
wealth and to use it fOt" their own development.

74. It is the firm belief of the Romanian Government that
any infringement of the national prerogatives of one people
gravely affects not only that people's vital interests but also
the general cause of peace. and civilization itself. The
nation, the nation~State) have a particularly important role
to play and will have for a long time to come. Only
co-operation among free and independent nations can
guarantee international peace and security. It is therefore
essential that inter~State relations be pl~ced on a new and
healthy basis, on the principles of sovereignty and national

72. With all its energies and creative capacities committed
to a vast programme of construction, the Romanian people
very much wants international conditions of peace and
co-operation in which to realize its aspirations. As a
socialist country, Romania naturally places at the ,.centre of
its foreign policy the development of friendmip and
multilateral co~peration with all the socialist States. At the
same time, acting irl the spirit of peaceful coexistence, it is
continuously extending its co-operation with a~ the States
of the world, regardless of their social systems.

71. The participation of the .Socialist Republic of
Romania in international life and its position on the major
problems of the modern world flow from a careful analysis
of the realities and the phenomena of our tLne which reveal
unprecedented changes, the expression of the broad and
uninl,errupiedconfrontation between the old and the new
of the irreversible march of mankind towards a better and
juster order. Above all, we have in mind the emergence and
growing influence of the world socialist system, the
progressive abolition of colonial domination, the accession
to .independence of a great number of new States, the full
range of the technical~scientific revolution, and the ever
more active participation of the peoples in social and
political life and in the solving of international problems.
These innovations undoubtedly also exercise an increasingly
powerful positive influence on international relations.
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68. I should like also to take this opportunity to express
again to the Secretary-General of the United Nations
U Thant our deep respect and our great appreciation of his
untiring activities in the service of the United Nations, of
understanding and co-operation among peoples, of peace
and of security in the world.

67. At the same time, I should like to express the thanks
of the Romanian delegation tv the outgoing PreSident,
Mr. Edvard Hambro, who, by his tact, skill and good
humo\lr contributed so much to the work of the last
session.

69. We also address our congratulations to the new
Member States which at this session have joined the great
family of the United Nations.

63. The achievement of permanent peace is the mos~

genuine guarantee for security in the Middle East. Terri~

torial expansion does not guarantee the security of any
State. Expansion is nolt the path to security, but it surely is
the road to war. There is a fUlndamental fact which stands
out as clearly as the :sun, through all the efforts made,
through all the projects 'Submitted and through all the
accumulated United Nations records on the Middle East.
That fact is summed up in the following words: peace in
the Middle East depends on Israel's renunciation. of its
policy of expansion. If Israel announces touay that it will
withdraw its forces to the lines existing prior to 5 June
1967,peace would be achieved forthwith in the Middle
East.

64. The leaders of Israel would be indulging in self~

deception if they convinced themselves that they could
force the people of Egypt to surrender an inch of Egypt's
territory, in any form or under any name. In the valley of
the Nile the people c;lf Egypt offered as' a heritage to the
human race a civilization of peace. In peace and in
tolerance they built their progress. More than once in their
long history they stood up to invaders. The invaders were
repelled and Egypt remained throughout history.

65. Today the people in the vaHey of the Nile, while
looking forward to peace so as to proceed with the tasks of
construction and to meet the challenges of progress, are
also committed vis~a~vis the past, the present and the future
to stand up to invaders, tc protect the land of Egypt and to
insist that peace must rest on justice.

66. Mr. MANESCU (Romania) (interpretation from
French): Mr. President, on behalf of the Romanian delega
tion and on my own behalf, may I offer you our sincere
congratulations on your election to this important post and
express the conviction that under your guidance the work
of this session will be crowned with success.

of demilitarized ~ones on both sides for equal distances and 70. The work of our session is being followed with '!

the establishment of an international force to supervise attention by the peoples of the entire world, which are
peace in the area. aware that the items on the agenda concern their vital

62. Israel's refusal to withdraw from the territories it interests and the prospects for the development of mankind .
on the road of peace and progress; they rightly expect

occupied as a result of its aggression of 5 June 1967 is a results. Our debates and the decisions we are going to take
constant threat to peace. Firm international action is now can make valuable contribution to the historical mission of
imperative to force Israel to comply with the basic norms the United Nations, to the extent that we all demonstrate
of the Charter. The Security Council, particularly its the necessary political will and take into account the
permanent members, bears at present a great responsibility legitimate aspirations of the peoples; the realities of today
for peace in the Middlt~ East. and. those of tomorrow. For its part the Romanian

delegation, acting on the instructions of its Government,
will do its utmost to ensure that the present session
achieves as much as possible.
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80. Romania attaches great importance to the work of
strengthening international security and makes an active
contribution to all measures aimed at eliminating hotbeds
of tension and conflict, consolidating the climate of
detente. and promoting peaceful co-operation among coun
tries and peoples. We consider that the United Naticns
should play a bigger role here and make a more effective
contribution to fostering the policy of peace and security,
at the same time acting more firmly to prevent war, stop
aggression, bring about the political settlement of inter
State disputes, and defend the principl~s of the Charter.
The consistent attainment of these objectives requires
concerted and consistent efforts from both Member States
and the Organization.

84. We note with satisfaction the improvement of the
political climate in Europe, and the progress in eliminating
the vestiges of the last world conflagration and of the
ensuing cold war. We see this as the result of the efforts of
all the peoples of the continent, to which Ro~.ania has
made an active contribution, which come from their

83. As a European country, Rqmania is vitally interested
in the establishment on the continent of relations that will
guarantee the security of every people, ensure the right to
develop freely and strengthen contacts and links on many
levels, and is working hard to that end. At the same time,
our country is working to bring about effective measures of
military detente and disarmament in Europe and to end its
division into opposing military blocs. With the growing
impetus to detente and co-operation, the military blocs
appear more and more an anachronism, a permanent source
of distrust and suspicion, an obstacle on the road to the
rapproch~ment among nations. The creation of a durable
system of security in Europe, permitting the peaceful and
unhampered development of every nation, will necessitate
the dissolution of the military blocs, namely, the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization and, simultaneously, the
Warsaw Treaty Organization, a proposal repeatedly put
forward, as you know, by the Socialist countries.
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82. That is why the Romanian Government considers that
the debate initiated at this session by the USSR concerning
the problem of strengthening' international security must
lead to measures to eliminate all the hotbeds of tension and
conflict and to ensure peace and security in the whole
world. .

81. As emphasized in its reply {see A18431, sect. IIJ to
the letter of the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
the Romanian Government understands the great impor
tance of the Declaration .on the Strengthening of Inter
national Security {resolution 2734 (XXV)), co-sponsored
by Romania. Solemnly reaffirming the purposes and princi
ples of the Charter, as a basis for the relations among all
States, and the obligation of States to observe them strictly,
the Declaration on the Strengthening of International
Security constitutes a political document to guide both the

. actions of all Member States and the activities of the United
Nations in discharging the great mission of maintaining
peace and strencthening security in the world.

78. Our country wants to see a political settlement of the
Middle East conflict <. in the spirit of Security Council
resolution 242 (1967). This means that the Israeli troops
must be withdrawn from the occupied Arab territories, the
independence and territorial integrity of all States in the
area must be assured and the problem of the Palestinian
population must be solved in conformity with its national
interests.

8 General Assembly - Twenty-sixth Session .... Plenary Meetings

" ... must make absolutely sure that nowhere in inter
State relations is there ever again resort to the use or
threat of force; it must act vigorously to ensure that
States' declarations of principle do not remain a dead
letter> but are consistently followed by deeds."

79. There is no doubt that a speedy settlement of the
conflicts in Indo-China and the Middle East in ronformity
with the vital interests of the peoples and thos~' Jf peace
and security would make a significant contributi~tl to the
policy of co-operation, understanding and detente through
out the world. No people can consider itself secure h' peace
is disturbed in one region or another of the world, if
upheavals and armed conflicts still occur. Hence the special

76. The Romanian Government is deeply concerned at the
persistence, in various parts of the world, of the h.lperialist
practices of interference in the affairs of other States, of
armed conflicts and aggressive wars that bring sufferings
and heavy losses to peoples and endanger the peace of the
world. Romania callr- for an immediate end to the war
against the Viet-Namese people, as well as to the armed·
intervention in Cambodia and Laos. The restoration of
peace in that part of the world requires the total with
drawal of the troops of the United States of America and
its allies from Indo-China; respect for the inalienable right
~f the Viet·Namese, Laotian and Khmer peoples to solve
the problems of their existence by themselves~without any
'outside interference. .

independence, full equality of ~ghts and mutual advantage, importance of the duty incumbent on all States,big or
non·interference in the internal affairs of other States, and small, and on the United Nations, to act vigorously to
non-recourse to the threat or use of force. These are maintain peace and strengthen international security.
universal principles which should govern relations among all
States of the wodd and be strictly observed by all and
towards all. Their unswerving application is the sine qua
non for developing normal inter-State relations, for elimi..
nating sources of tension and conflict in international life,
and for guaranteeing every people's security.

77. We also support the seven-point PI:Oposal of the
Provisional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of
South Viet·Nam, which provides a serious, reasonable basis
for a political settlement of the Viet·Nam conflict. We also
support the initiatives of the Royal Government, of
National Unity, the United National Front of Cambodia,
and the Patriotic Front of Laos.

7S. My country belieies it is a primary obligation of all
States to refrain from the use or threat of force, from
coei'cionand constraint, from any act generating tension,
and ensure the settlement of disputes by exclusively
peaceful means. In this respect, a great responsibility also
rests with the United Nations. As the ·President of the State
Council of the Socialist Republic of. Romania, Nicolae
Ceausescu, recently stated, the United Nations:

I
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92. Guided by the basic principles of the Charter an.d of
international law, our country ~ on this occasion as in the
past, calls for the withdrawal of the foreign troops
stationed in South Korea, the dissolution of the so-called
United Nations Commission for the Unification. and
Rehabilitation of Korea, the cessation of all interference j~

the Korean people's affairs, If.,''=.1 respect for its right to
decide by itself its path of d~velopment. We support the
eight-point programme for the reunification of Korea,
adopted this year by the Supreme People's Assembly of the
Democratic People's R~public of Korea, for putting an end
to the artificial division of Korea. It is regrettab1e and
altogether unjustifiable that, in spite of their urgency, the
important questions regarding the withdrawal of the United
St.ates troops and of all foreign troops stationed in South
Korea, and the dissolution of the purported United Nations

91. At the same time, we favour the admission to the
United Nations of the two German States-the German
Democratic Republic and the Federal Republic of
Germany-and other countries arbitrarily kept out of the
Organization.

90. The Socialist Republic of Romania which-as in
previous vears-is a co-sponsor of the item concerning the
restoration of the lawful rights of th~ People's Republic of
China in the United Nations IA/8392], strongly urges the
immediate solution of this problem. The just way, in
conformity with the Charter which is to restore to the
People's Republic of China all its rights in. the United
Nations, is for the General Assembly to recognize formally
the incontestable reality that there is only one China
Taiwan belonging to the People5s Republic of Chin&-and
that the Government of the People's Republic of China is
the sole legitimate representative of the Chinese people.

89. The Romanian delegation considers it especially
important to display realism and political lucidity and to
act in a spirit of high responsibility towards the major
interests of the Organization and the requirementsderiving
from the very principles that lie at its basis, in orqer to
restore to the People's Republic of Cmna the seat-usurped
by the envoy of Chiang Kai-shek-to which it is entitled as a
founding Member of the United Nations. The participation
of the People's Republic of China in international life and
in the activities of the United Nations is in the interests of
all .peoples; it constitutes a factor of great importance for
the cause of progress and peace in the world, and is an
essential condition if the United Nations is to playa larger
role in froding viable solutions to the great international
problems. .

... "',- '.- -'::r.· - , '-, --"

decision to live in peace, good-neighbourliness and har- of the problems facing mankind. Disregard of this funda-
mony. The development of intra-European relations points mental necessity-most flagrantly, in the abitrary exclusion
up the importance and timeliness of bilateral political of the Peopia's Republic of China from the United
agreements,' to eliminate for all time any sign of the use or Nations-has done great harm to the Organization and
threat of force,; and the need to settle existing problems weakened its capacity for acting. This profoundlYllbnormal
exclusively by ~acefu1 means and to develop wide inter- and harmful situation, which is in obvious contradiction
national co-operation in the interest of general peace and with reality, must be remedied without further delay. The
the prosperity of every people. Noteworthy here are the positive process whereby many countries have normalized
treaties between the Soviet Unior. and the Federal Republic their relations with the People's Republic of China itself
of Germany,8 and between the Polish People's Republic points to a trend whose deep political significance must be
and the Federal Republic of Germany9 -whose ratification adequately reflected in the attitude of the United Nations
would be of particular importance-the talks between the towards the legitimat~ rights of that State in the Orgal'li-
Czechoslovak Socialist RepUblic and the Federal Republic zatipn.
of Germany, the negotiations between the German Demo
cratic Republic and the Federal Republic of G~rmany, and
the agreement on West Berlin'! 0

8 Signed at Moscow on 12 August 1970.
9 Treaty on the Bases for the Normalization of Relations, signed

at Warsaw on 7 December 1970.
10 Quadripaaite Agreement on Berlin, signed at Berlin on

3 Septembe!' 1971.

87. The transfonnation of the Balkans into an area of
peace and understanding, free of nuclear weapons, would
be in the interests of all the" Balkan peoples and must be the
result of their joint endeavours. Romania, which submitted
proposals to this effect as far back as 1957, believes that
concrete steps are both necessary and possible, bilaterally
and multilaterally, and will do its best to ensure that the
Balkans become a zone of friendship and peaceful collabo
ration' among peoples and that peace, security and co
operation are established in the whole of Europe.

88. If the United Nations is to do its important work
effectively, it must ensure that all States of the world have
an opportunity to take part in the discussion and solution

1954th meeting - 6 October 1971" 9

85. The Romanian Government considers that it is the
duty of all States concerned to act decisively to build
security in 8urope and turn it into a continent of
co-operation and peace. The attainment of these objectives
would serve the interests not only of all the European
countries but also those of all States for it is an essential
factor in the stability and peace of the world. An important
step in this direction would be the early meeting of an
all-European conference on security and co-operation, in
which all the countries concerned would participate with
equal rights. Preparatory multilateral meetings should be
started immediately, without further delays or conditions,
so as to provide a solid, practical basis for the conference.

86. Romania attaches particular importance to relations of
peace and good neighbourliness in the Balkans. It was there
that many past conflicts broke out, originating not so much
in the direct problems among the States of that region, as in
the confrontation of interests of the great imperialist and
colonialist Powers, which have always tried to stimulate and
to perpetuate conflict and to divide the Balkan peoples in
order the more easily to rule them. History attests that the
Balkan pe0ples have always had to coexist peacefully, to
know on.e another and to co-operate closely in defence of
their vital interests, and that only when they acted together
could they advance along the road to national liberation
and progress.
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103. We appreciate the attention the United Nations and
its various bodies have given thus far to the problems of
youth. In view of their importance and complexity, we are
convinced that they should be constantly under review by
the Organization. The natural concern of the young
generation to see peace, equity and justice reign in the
world of tomorrow makes it a trusty ally in promoting the
noble purposes and principles of the Charter. The United

102. All States, as well as the United Nations, must act
vigorously to ensure respect for and complete implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, to prevent the revival, in
any form, of the' domination of one State by another, of
the neo-colonialist policy aimed at subjugating the peoples
and despoiling their wealth.

99. Economic, technical and scientific co-operation based
on full equality of rights should benefit all partners and
contribute to the development of every country and to the
progress of the international community in its entirety.
Broad and fruitful international co-operation can develop
only after the ~limination of all restrictions» all discrimina
tion, all artificial barriers to the normal circulation of
material and spiritual values cre~.ted by peoples. In our
view, the United Nations shoultl make a substantially
greater contribution to the removal of obstacles to trade,
and to ensuring that every nation has free access to the
fruits and the benefits of modern science and technology.

101. Romania is deeply committed to and firmly supports
tIle peoples' struggle against colonialism and neo-colonial
ism for the recovery cr their freedom and national
independence. We condemn the policy of apartheid and
racial discrimination practised by the leadership of the
Republic of South Africa and SOl.lthern Rhodesia, and the
colonial oppression in Namibia, Angola» Mozambique and
other Territories.

98. Peaceful co-operation among all States, irrespective of
their social systems-the only reasonable and realistic way
of organizing international life-is today an objective
necessity for the progress of each country and for the
flowering of human civilization. At the same time, it is an
essential condition for a climate of detente and rapproche
mentamong peoples, the material foundation of peace and
the strengthening of security in the world.

100. The economic and social advancement of the devel..
oping countries, the reduction and elimination of the gap
that separates them from the industrialized States, repre
sent nowadays an essential condition for general progress.

, We consider that it is high time to take vigorous measures
to do away with under-development, to support-and the
advanced nations should be the first to do so-the devel
oping countries' efforts towards progress. The United
Nations and the Member States have the duty to carry out
the measures adopted for the Second United Nations
Development Decade, measures from wmch all developing
countries, irrespective of their sociai system or geographical
region, have the right to bene$-,

94. To put an end to this disturbing state of affairs. it is
necessary that all States, as well as the Ullited Nations, act
with grea.ter finnness and perseverance tel secure a halt to
the arms race and real progress towards disarmament. The
banning and destruction of nuclear weapons and of all
weapons of mass destruction cannot any longer be post
poned. The complete abolition of such weapons without
further delay is the most pressing demand in the field of
disarmament. In Qur opinion, the disarmament negotiations
must be given fresh impetus, and move from general
discussions to the adoption of practical, effective disarma
ment measures.

97. In this spirit, Romania has firmly stated its support for
a ge~eral conference on Disarmament, with the participa
tion of all States, to tackle the cardinal problems of
disarmament, above cll those concerning the banning and
liquidation of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass
destruction. Our country also considers it necessary that an
adequate framework be created so that all interested States
may participate in the work of the Geneva Committee and

Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of the Disarmament Commission of the General Assembly
Korea» are not to be considered during the present session. may be reactivated, thus enabling all Member States to

make a direct contribution.
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93. General disarmament, and above all nuclear disarma
ment, is still an especially importan~ and urgent task facing
the antire international community, an imperative condi
tion of progress, a cause common to all peoples. The arms
race, which has reached huge proportions, is a heavy burden
on the peoples; it affects their economic and social progress
and constitutes a permanent danger' to world peace and
security. Given the magnitude and unprecedented pace of
the arms race, given the danger which nuclear weapons
tepresent to the velY existence of mankind, the results of
disarmament negotiations, notwithsta11ding their impor
tance, cannot be considered satisfactory cmd are far from
meeting the expectations of the peoples.

95. As it has already had the opportunity to state in this
forum and in the Geneva Disarmament Committee, the
Romanian Government believes it is of the utmost, impor
tance for promoting detente, trust and co-operation among
all nations of the world, that partial measures be canied
out, such as the freezing and reduction of the military
budgets of all States; firm pledges in the form of an
agreement to abstain from the use or threat of force, and
from interference, in any form and in any circumstances, in
the internal affairs of other States; renunciation of military
manoeuvres on the territory of other States; a ban on the
establishment of new military bases and the placement of
new weapons on foreign territory; measures to dismantle
foreign military bases; withdrawal of troops within national
frontiers; establishment of nuclear-free zones in various
parts ofth~world; and dissolution of military blocs.

96. Respect for the legitimate peace and security interests
of all nations is an essential condition if the problems of
disarmament, or any other major international problem, are
to be successfully resolved. No problem involving the fate
of all peoples, whatevu its nature, can be settled by certain
States or certain groups of States alone. All States,
irrespective of population size or territory, of their eco
nomic, technical, scientific and military strength, have this
right; it is a duty incumbent on all.
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11 Signed at Moscow on 12 August 1970.
12 Tr.eaty on the Bases for the Normalization of Relations, signed

at Warsaw on 7 December 1970.

117. I should like to express the appreciation of my
Government for the sincere and dedicated efforts made by
the United Nations and various Governments in the search
for peace. I must also express our thanks to'Ambassador
Jarring, the Special Representative of the Secretary-

116. The cessation of hostilities gave the conflicting
parties a priceless opportunity to seek a durable solution.
Although expectations from the. cease~fire have not been
fulfilled, its continuation must be considered a welcome
achievement which should bear the seeds of a future
over-all settlement. If the present opportunities are missed,
a much more serious situation is bound to develop, a
situation from which neither of the conflicting parties~

would ben~fit.

114. If the present positive tendencies can be maintained
and strengthened, we might witness in the near future new
developments which would enable us to advance toward the
convening of a European security conference. Such a
conference, wpJch would be of historic importance and
have a bearing on the vital issues of security and co-opera
tion in Europe, requires extensive and thorough preparation
since not only would failure halt progress towards further
detente, but it might also bring back conditions reminiscent
of the past.

115. Turning to the Middle East, I regret to say that it is
not possible to express the same optimistic views as those I
have stated about the situation in Europe. More than a year
has elapsed since the cease-fire agreement, but we are still
waiting for the establishment of a just and lasting peace in
the Middle East.

and we believe that such participation is boood to
strengthen the Organization's goal of achieving better and
more effective co-operation among nations.

113. It is obvious that political agreements alone cannot
meet all the requirements of security in Europe. They need
to be complemented with a lowering of the level of the
military forces which confront each other. Ii is this
necessity that has bred the concept of mutual and balanced
force reductions.

111. I should like now to express our views on some of
the problems that arise on the international scene.

. 112. Weare happy to fmd it possible once mOre to speak
of an atmosphere of detente in Europe. Developments
which are taking place on the continent strengthen our
hopes concerning the solution of its problems. The Moscow
and Warsaw Treaties concluded last year by the Federal
Republic of Germany with the Soviet Union11 and
Poland,1 2 respectively, had already brought about a signifi
cant improvement in the political climate of Europe. The
results obtained recently in the fcur-Power talks on Berlin
are a new and important step which increases the prospects
for the achievement of reliable European security and
co-operation. We hope that they will lead to a final
agreement.

110. In this connexion I think it would be appropriate for
me to state that we look forward to the participation of the
People's Repu~lic of. China in the United Nations this year

107. Mr. OLCAY (Turkey): Mr. President, I should like to
begin by extending to you my heartfelt congratulations on
your unanimous election to the presidency of the General
Assembly. We rest assured that in discharging your difficult
task you will bring to us the invaluable contribution of
your well-known and exceptional qualities as a highly
respected international personality. I am convinced that
your rich experience in statesmanship will ensure the
success of our deliberations, and my delegation will not fail
to give you its fur ~l~pport ill this respect.

109. Once again, we are happy to welcome among us
several new Members. We look forward to the positive
contribution which Bahrain, Bhutan, Qatar and Oman as
new Members will, I am sure, bring to the work of our
Organization. The increasing membership of the United
Nations is indeed encouraging for the attainment of
universality.

108. It is also a : .t.lasant duty for me to pay a tribute to
our outgoing Presiclentp Edvard Rambro, who conducted
our work with gtea.t wisdom and tact during the twenty
fifth session of the Genpra1 Assembly.

104. It is our opinion that the United Nations should
periodically organize meetings on problems peculiar to
youth, solemnly proclaim the rights of youth, and consider
how the Declaration on the Promotion among Youth of the
Ideals of Peace, Mutual Respect and Understanding be
tween Peoples [resolution 2037 (XX)], adapted upon the
initiative of Romania and of other States, is being carried
out.

Nations, the specialized agencies, and the whole inter
national comulUnity are called upon to make their contri
bution to the education of youth in the spirit of high
humanistic ideals of peace, understanding and friendship
among peopl~s, to its training and participation in creative
activities; they ~hould see to it that young people are
enabled to participate fully in building the society in which
they will have to live.

105. To fmd solutions to the many and complex problems
on our agenda will certainly require sustained effort on the
part of all. We are convinced that goodwill, the spirit of
co-opera,tion and a constructive approach to the issues can
lead to correct and viable decisions that will satisfy the
peoples' hopes.

106. In conclusion, I should like to express my delega
tion's hope that the present session will help to enhance the
United Nations capacity to act so that it may play a more
active role in international life, to base relations among all
States on the universal principles of the Charter; to ensure
respect for the fundamental obligation of all St~tes to
refrain from the Ui4e or threat of force and from any kind of
constraint or coercion in inter-State relations; to ensure
respect for the right of every people to decide its future by
itself; to develop broad co·operaticn amoilg peoples, and to
encourage· the efforts of mankind towards peace, security
and progress.

f ~.
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128. The draft convention on the prohibition of the
development, production and stockpiling of bacteriological
(biological) and toxin weapons and on their destruction
[A/8457-DC/234, annex Aj, proposed by the Conference
of the Committee on Disarmament, should win the support
of this Assembly. We should not be afraid to modify it,
should it become evident that such a modification would
make it a more effective instrument of peace. In fact this
convention constitutes a significant achievement which
should pave the way for further agreements aimed at
reducing already existing armaments.

13 Treaty Banning Nuclear' Weapons Tests in the Atmosphere, in
Outer Space and under Water, signer. at Moscow on 25 July 1963.

14 Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies (resolution 2222 (XXI), annex).

15 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (resolu
tion 2373 (XXII), annex).

16 Treaty on the Prohibition of the Emplacement of Nuclear
WeCipons and Other Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed
and the Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil Thereof (resolution
2660 (XXV), annex).

130. As one of the co-sponsors of the historic Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples in resolution 1514 (XV), Turkey is happy to note
the positive results so far achieved in this field through the
constant efforts of the United Nations. Nevertheless, it is a
cause for great concern that many Territories are still
non-self-governing. The process of decolonization has

129. I think that I need not repeat my country's readiness
to assist in all initiatives in the field of disarmament,
provided that such initiatives achieve concrete and positive
results.

126. When we speak of the disarmament question, we
often have the feeling. ofbeing faced with an overwhelming
challenge. In view of the difficulties and complexities of the
problem, this feeling may seem justified. But we have to
admit also that, especially during the last few years,
considerable efforts have been :made to stop the anus race
and we should not minimize the results already obtained.
These results have strengthened our will to pursue our
objectives, to achieve general and complete disarmament
under effective international control. So far, the Moscow
partial test-ban treaty,1 3 the outer space treatY,14 the
non-proliferation treaty,1 S and the sea-bed treaty 16 have
all been important steps in the right direction. I am happy
to state that Turkey is a party to aU these treaties.

127. For a long period now the United States and the
Soviet Union have been engaged in negotiations on the
limitation of strategic arms. The importance of these
negotiations for the strengthening of the peace and security
of all countries hardly needs to be stressed. The two nuclear
control agreements recently signed between the United
States and the Soviet Union constitute a welcome develop
ment for the prevention of the accidental outbreak of
nuclear wars.

12 General Assembly - Twenty-sixth Session -Plenary Meetings

120. The people and the Government of Turkey share the
deep feeling, of sorrow at present felt in Pakistan following
the tragic civil strife. It is my Government's earnest hope
that friendly Pakistan, in its wisdom, will succeed in its
endeavours to solve this internal problem.

121. The plight of the lprge number of refugees who have
crossed over to India complicates the humanitarian aspect
of the problem and therefore warrants the continued
interest of our Organization.

122. While the relief work conducted by the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the imme
diate response of the mternational community has been
significant, it still rema;.ns far from being adequate in view
of the proportions and the urgency of the need. Our joint
efforts should continue as the Government of Pakistan
gears itself to solve the problem.

123. I must also mention the protracted war in Viet-Nam,
where perhaps we may have reason to believe that a positive
outcome is in the offing. If this feeling proves to be true, as
we hope it will, I am sure that the whole world-and above
all the peoples directly interesterl-. ill greet such an
outcome with a sigh of relief.

124. I regret to report to the General Assembly that the
Cyprus problem, in which Turkey is so directly involved,
still remains unsolved. After more than three years of talks,
the two communities in the island have not been able to
achieve any meaningful progress on constitutional issues. It
is not my intention here, however, to go into the reasons
for this regrettable and serious situation, as I am most
reluctant to engage in an unproductive exchange of
arguments. I wish only to assure the Assembly, that, while
upholding firmly its obligations flowing from treaties, as
well as its moral and contractual commitments to the
Turkish community, Turkey will continue to do its best to
keep the door open to peaceful negotiation and agreement
among the interested parties. I should like also to repeat
once again our appreciation for the services rendered for
the purpose of maintaining peace and tranquillity on
Cyprus by the United Nations Peace-keeping Force in
Cyprus [UNFICYPj. Nevertheless we understand the diffi
culties encountered in the field of financing the continuous
presence of UNFICYP and feel that it will become more
and more strenuous for all contributing countries to carry
this burden indefinitely if there is no prospect of settle
ment.

118. We continue to believe that Security Council resolu
tion 242 (1967) contains all the necessary elements for the
promotion of a comprehensive, peaceful settlement, pro
vided that it is interpreted and implemented in good faith.

General, for his perseverance and equanimity in his difficult 125. We proclaimed the 1970s as the Disannament
mission. We do hope that the co-ordinated efforts of all Decade. One cannot underestimate the importance of this
parties and the realistic attitude of the Arab Republic of issue. It concerns not only progress towards a better world,
Egypt will pave the way to a just settlement. but also the very survival of mankind.

119. My Government has repeatedly stated that it is
firmly opposed to the concept of securing political advan
tage or territorial gains through the use of force and
through military occupation. We deplore and reject faits
accomplis and unilateral measures aimed at altering the
status of Jerusalem.
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140. I believe that no statement regarding the Second
United Nations Development Decade would be complete
without reference to the resources of the sea-bed, which is
~'the common heritage of mankind". The connexion be
tween the two cannot be considered as a mere coincidence.
In 1968, the General Assembly, in resolution 2467 C
(XXIII), declared that the exploitation of the sea-bed
beyond national jurisdiction should be carried out"... for
the benefit of mankind as a whole ... irrespective of the
geographical location of States, and taking into special
consideration the interests and needs of the developing
countries". I wish to underline the urgency and the
importance of delimiting the sea-bed area beyond national
jurisdiction and establishing the necessary machinery for
harnessing the resources of this area as soon as possible.

141. As a member of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses
of the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor beyond the Limits of
National Jurisdiction J Turkey will be guided by these
considerations iIi extending its support to the common
effort aimed at convening the conference on the law of HIe ..
sea in 1973. While the conference reviews the questions of
navigational rights, utilization of the fishing resources,
pollution and scientific research in the seas and oceans, it
would be prudent to avoid the creation of unnecessary new
burdens and restrictions.

[UNCTADj wili.meet in April 1972 in Santiago, Chile. The
General Assembly J at its present session, will review the
work of UNCTAD during the past year [item 41J, and set
the tone for its third session. I am convinced that our
review of UNCTAD;s activities is bound to note that,
unfo~unately, recent developments within UNCTAD's
scope of competence have not been very positive.

138. Most of the decisions and recommendations of the
second session of UI'lCTAD have failed to be implemented
thus far. The share of developing countries in world trade
continues to shrink. No significant developments have
occurred in the field of commodity-price stabilization. The
over-all picture in development assistance, both as to
volume and terms, remains clOUded. The one bright
exception' has been in the field of the implementation of
the scheme of generalized, non-discriminatory, non
reciprocal preferences. However, even in thi$ area the
situation is not completely satisfactory. Some of the
preference-giving countries have restricted their lists of
beneficiaries to include only those developing countries
which are members of the Group of 77, thus excluding a
number of developing countries from the scheme. This has
had the effect of damaging the "generalized" and "non
discriminatory" character of the arrangement.

139. In addition) we hope that recent international mone
tary upheavals and their negative repercuss~ons on trade
policies will not have undesirable effects 011 early imple
mentation of the preferential arrangements. It is to be
hoped that, whatever Itleasures are adopted in the field of
trade policy by the developed nations, special care will be
taken to safeguard the trade interests of the developing
countries.

142. I believe that a flexible approach to, and considera
tion of, situations peculiar to various, regions of the seas and
oceans will provide the initial means of co-operation in this
field.

1954th meeting - 6 October 1971

17 Legal Consequences for States of the Continued Presence of
South Africa in Namibia (South West Africa) notwithstanding
Security Council Resolution 276 (1970), Advisory Opinion,
l.e.l. Reports 1971, p. 16.

133. Although apartheid has been totally and unani
mously condemned, it continues to exist and, what is
worse, it tends to expand, in spite of continuous and
vigorous action on the part of the-United Nations.

136. We should only be pleased if the current unofficial
contacts between the United Kingdom as the administering
Power and the de facto regime in Salisbury pave the way
for a settlement satisfying the legitimate aspirations of the
African people on the basis of observance of the principle
of one man, one vote.

137. As usual, an important part of the work of the
General Assembly consists of economic and financial
questions. I should like to dwell briefly on certain aspects
of this work. Two important conferences are due to take
place in the course of the coming year. The third session of
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

135. The illegal administration created in Southern
Rhodesia in 1965 by the unilateral declaration of indepen
dence has so far survived despite the economic sanctions
imposed by the Security Council. I am happy to say that
my Government strictly observed from the beginning the
provisions of Security Council resolution 217 (1965), insti
tuting these sanctions.

132. While a closer rapport between the administering
Powers and the Special Committee is necessary, it will also
be useful to give greater publicity to these activities, in
order to rally wider support by world public opinion.

134. On the question of Namibia, the recent advisory
opinion handed down by the International Court of
Justice l7 il; a significant development. The advisory opin
ion of the International Court of Justice is a highly
meaningful reaffirmation of the 1966 resolution of the
General Assembly {resolution 2145 (XXI)], of which my
country was one of the sponsors. This development in the
right direction should inspire further the related organs of
our Organization, namely, the Security Council and the
United Nations Council for Namibia, of which Turkey has
been a member since its establishment.

slowed down noticeably. The most difficult and compli-,
cated problems remain unsolved. The political fate of more
than 28 million people in 44 Territories who live under
colonial rule or a semi-colonial administration constitutes a
direct challenge to the Charter of our Organization.

131. The Special Committee on the Situation with regard
to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples should
pursue its valuable mission with the same determination of
purpose, and it is also imperative that the remaining
colonial Powers should attune themselves to the imposing
realities of our times. The last manifestations' of colonialism
must be eradicated sooner rather than later. The Special
Committee should lead the activities of decolonization with
pragmatic and feasible proposals and suggestions.
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156. The third condition is that, while the dialogue among
the great centres of influence is nec~ssary-and I shall in a

151. May I also endorse the tributes that have been
addressed to our Secretary-General, U Thant, who has
occupied his high office with dignity, reliability, and a
wisdom and competence that have earned him the confi
dence of all Member States. In the course of a long period
characterized by frequent crises and dramatic events, he has
borne his burden of responsibi1i~ieswith unique sensitivity.
For all these reasons, we sincerely regret learning that he is
retiring from the post that he has for so long occupied in
the centre of the wodd arena.

152. bur work this year, therefore, is being carried out
under two of the most eminent statesmen of Asia. This
leads me to stress the ever-increasing role that the Asian
continent is playing in the d~stiny of mankind. Asia is
re-emerging today on the world scene, a continent inhab
ited by hundreds of millions of people who embody an
impressive heritage of civilization and culture and are
imbued with new initiatives and ideas. In the international
context China already occupies a very important position.
Japan has become one of the great economic Powers of our
day. Other Asian States of ancient traditions are catching
up on their delayed economic development.

153. These are the most evident sIgns of the profound
change that is taking place in the balance that was
established at the end of the Second World War. New
centres of influence are emerging and are being added to
those that already existed. I think we should be pleased and
follow with interest this course of evolution. It affords
great possibilities for assuring international peace and
security. Since a profound modification of the existing
situation is taking place, if the transition from the oM
balance t~ the new is to be accomplished without setbacks;
at least three basic conditions must be met.

154. First, in order that the dialogue to be established
among a much larger number of centres of world influence
be not only feasible but fruitful, it is necessary for each of
the centres to have the possibility of participating fully in
the life of the family of nations.

1S5. The second condition is that this dialogue draw its
inspiration from the principle of peaceful co-operation and
not from out and out competition.

ISO. I am sure that the wisdom with which you will direct
our debates will match the example given us by the
President of the twenty-fifth session of the General
Assembly, Ambassador Hambro. I should like to take this
opportunity to repeat our gratitude to him for the

. exceptional contribution he made to the .work of the
commemorative session of the General Assembly.

146. I hardly need to say more about the importance of
this problem, from which so many countries have suffered,
except to express the hcpe that the Assembly will establish
the necessary set-up, and my delegation intends, in co
operation with other delegations, to introduce a draft
resolution on this issue some time during the. current
session.

147. In concluding my remarks) I wish to state that in our
review of the international situation and the problems
which confront us today, we have be~n able to speak this
year of some positive developments. Despite the tragedies
that beset the scene, a more optimistic picture is gradually
emerging. If this thinking is justified, then it is all the more
imperative that the United Nations should continue to
strive for, and spare no effort to attain, the objectives of
peace and co-operation among all nations.

148. Nothing would be more appropriate here than to
quote the words of wisdom of our eminent Secretary
General, whose decision to relinquish his post has been
recieved with much regret in my country. In his introduc
tion to the annual report this year, U Thant said:

"Much of the usefulness of the United Nations is
unknown and indeed intangible. But, however faulty, it
represents an aspiration and a method of trying to realize
a great ideal'~ [A/8401/Add.1, para. 139].

149. Mr. MORO (Italy) (interpretation from French):
Mr. President, on behalf of the Italian delegation I am very

145. Last year, the Turkish delegation had the honour to
draw the attention of the Third Committee to the need for
a world-wide effort to assist countries struck by natural
disasters. Our delegation subsequently pre/pared a draft
resolution which was present(~d by a large number of
delegations and became resolution 2717 (XXV). I am
happy to note that satisfactory progress has been made in
the implementation of that resolution. Acting upon the
report of the Secretary-General, the Economic and Social
Councll recommended in its resolution 1612 (LI)) inter alia,
the appointment of a disaster relief co-ordinator and the
consideration of the establishment of stockpiles to be used
for emergency assistance in cases of natural disasters.

14 GeneralAssembly - Twenty-sixth Session - Plenary Meetings

143. The second important meeting for 1972 is the United happy to express our satisfaction at seeing you preside over
Nations Conference on the Human Environment to be held the twenty-sixth session of the United Nations General
in Stockholm in June, 1972. The need for co-ordinated Assembly and tn offer you our warmest hopes for success
international action to deal effentively with the problems in your undertakings. In electing you unanimously to that
created by rapid population growth, by urbanization, by post, the Governments represented here have attested to
industrialization and by the heedless use of natural re- the esteem which they feel towards a statesman and an
sources, is now universally recognized. We note with eminent diplomat as well as towards the great people of
satisfaction the valuable work of the Preparatory Commit... Indonesia, who are at present playing such an important
tee and of the Secretariat in this respect. role linking Asia and the futh continent, Australasia.

144. The problems of the deteriorating envirOnment are
going to affect all of us, whether we live in a develoFed or a
developing country. But it is in the developing countries
where the difficulties of coping with the problem are
greatest. We welcome. the fact that the General Assembly
has, from the very beginning) taken into account the special
needs of the developing countlies, and we are confident
that this recognition will be reaffirmed at the Conference so
that the problems of the environment can be effectively
resolved on a world-wide scale.
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166. I feel in duty bound to add a few words regarding the
union that has been set up between a number of peoples of
Western Europe and which has been institutionalized in the
European Economic Community, of whose Council of
Ministers I have the honour at the moment to be pro
tempore chairman-a Community which, although its title
bears the adjective "economic", has nevertheless acquired
an increasingly obvious political trend.

167. TIus work of both economic and political unification
of a large part of Western Europe was born of a grand
design: to have mutual co-operation replace mistrust and
rivalry among the peoples of the region-two factors that
have been at the root and the origin of two world wars.
This Community, which has been an important, I would
say, outstanding success, is open and will remain open to all
tJu~ peoples of Europe that draw their inspiration from the
same concept of political life and that may wish to
participate in it. We trust that very soon negotiations f-or·
the adherence of the United Kingdom, Denmark, Ireland
and Norway will be completed. Other Governments will
also sign association agreements. Hence a wide and unified
economic market, composed of more than 250 million
people, will have been launched.

16S. I should also like to mention the traditional ties
between Italy and Malta and the sincere friendship of the
Italian people for the Maltese people, as well as the efforts
that my Government is constantly making in order to open
up a new era in its relations with Libya.

that, bathed by the Mediterranean Sea, share a common
heritage ofhistory, culture and interests.

168. This undertaking may give the peoples of Europe a
better chance to have their voices heard. Can this regained
influence be a danger to anyone? The answer is no. It is
not-and shall not be-directed against any people. It is
directed against war, against the burden of armaments,

163. The progress that has been achieved in that field has
permitted a favourable development in Italo-Austrian rela
tions, and we, for our part, hope that we shall be able to
make them even wider and ensure their growing cordiality.

164. Regarding relations between Italy and its neigh
bours-some of which are its allies-I should like to stress
the exemplary nature of our relations with Yugoslavia
which are the fruit of the will of the two Governments and
the two peoples in the widest possible way ~o develop
mutual co-operation in an atmosphere offull confidence.

162. I should like briefly to mention the relations of my
country with one of its neighbours, relations on which the
General Assembly has in the past received considerable
information. Last year [1857th meeting] the Italian delega
tion brought the Assembly up to date on the positive result
achieved from contacts between the Italian and Austrian
Governments on the interpretation and the implementation
of the agreement signed in Paris on S September 1946.
Since then, concrete measures have been adopted by the
Italian Government to guarantee the legitimate rights and
to ensure the peaceful development· of the different ethnic
groups that live in the Alto Adige, and it intends resolutely
to continue along the same lines.
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161. I wish to mention here the friendly relations that
Italy enjoys, in a constructive spirit, with all countries
without exception-that have a common frontier with it or

1S9.· Regarding the third condition, I should like to recall
that the great problems confronting the world today cannot
be solved only by the efforts-even the joint efforts-of the
great Powers. Each and every man must be asked to
contribute to the struggle of humanity for survival, dignity,
liberty and well-being. Of course we can no longer agree
that there still exist certain peoples that make history and
others that suffer it: the democratic conscience of the
world could not accept that.

1S8. With regard to the second condition that I defined
earlier, I would ,recall what the Secretary-General of the
United Nations stated in the introduction to liis report on
the work of the Organization [A/8401/Add.l]. Indeed,he
stressed the need to strengthen peace and security and, in
that way, to rea~h increasingly effective agreements con
cerning both peace-keeping operations and general and
complete disarmamput.

'---"-'--~-'---_.~- ""-"--'._--'._-. ~.~..-,-- ~ .. _.. - ..-_....... ,-,.

18 Andean Subregional Integration Agreement, signed at Carta
gena, Colombia, in 1969.

few moments speak briefly about Europe-it is not suffi
cient in itself..

160. Our Organization must therefore remain the world
forum where the peoples of the world can bring their claims
and where we can all work together to fmd the best way to
solve the great problems confronting mankind. It is by
beginning to create conditions of confidence and co-opera
tion among neighbouring States that we can hope little by
little to establish a better order. The golden rule of the
foreign policy of yesteryear was that the enemies of our
neighbours were our friends. But more and more that rule is
being replaced by a new one: our neighbours must be our
friends. Indeed, we see more and more frequently and in
more arid more parts of the world, that there are close ties
of co-operation and union being set up between neighbour
ing peoples. Because they are recent and eloquent witnesses
to this development may I mention on this specific point
the Andean Pact in Latin America1 8 and the Federation of
Arab Republics in the Mediterranean.

157. With regard to the first condition, I should like to
recall that the Italian Government has for a long time
~dvocated the universality of our Organization, It is
rionsistent with that view that we trust that· at the present
session the Government which lawfully represents the great
Chinese people, that is, the Government of Peking, will take
its place in the General Assembly and in the Security
Council. We stress the historic decision of President Nixon
to renew a dialogue that has for too long been suspended
between the United States and the People's Republic of
China. I trust that this development will have fruitful
results for the cause of peace in the world. Within the lines
of the universality of the United Nations, we are also
gratified that a number of States which have recently
acceded to independence-Bahrain, Qatar and Bhutan-have
joined us at the opening of this session of the General
Assembly. Other States are still not in our Organization,
but I strongly hope that they will join us very soon.
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179. The Italian Government has always insisted that,
together with collateral questions, the problem of general
and complete disarmament should be faced. We are pleased
to note that the same idea underlies the Soviet proposal to
call a world disarmament conference [A/8491] to deal with
all the problems of disarmament-nuclear as well as
convflntional. While giVing this idea of the Soviet Govern
ment all our attention, we reserve our right to study the
methods of translating it into reality.

177. If after the agreement between the United States and
the Soviet Union on Measures to Reduce the Risk of
Nuclear Warfare, signed on 30 September at Washington,
and at which we are extremely gratified, substantive
progress is achieved in the talks between the United States
and the Soviet Union on strategic arms limitation; and if in
the COUlEe of the forthcoming year a European conference
can be held along the lines that I have just outlined, then an
important step will have been taken to put an end to some
of the major causes of international tension. But that will
not be sufficient unless we come to grips with the arms
race, which at one and the same time, is both cause and
effect of tensions all over the world.

176. On the contrary, it is only by paving the way to a
new balance-of which the European Economic Commu
nity would be one of the most significant components-and
to more freely articulated relations among all peoples, that
we can possibly hope to establish in Europe, relations based
on trust, rather than on power, which would have a positive
effect on the entire world.

178. Our best hopes are placed in the Conference of the
Committee on Disarmament. Thanks to the efforts it has
made this year, a draft convention on the prohibition of the
development, production and stockpiling ·ofbacteriological
(biological) and toxin weapons and on their destruction has
been prepared [A/8457-DC/234, annex A]. The Italian
Gov~rnment, which participated actively in its preparation,
is gratified at that positive development. It is indeed the
first true disarmament agreement arrived at since the war.
All the other agreements, however important they may
have been, were only non-armament agreements.

180. Although the events that I have just outlined give us
reason for optimism, the presence of hot-beds of war must,
by the same token, cause deep concern to all of us. In Asia,
in the Indo-Chinese peninsula, the flames of battk that
were kindled a quarter of a century ago are still burning.
Despite the resumption of a few military actions, which still
concern us, we believe that the policy of progressive

. "

against famine, against under-development, against in- l.'J5. In my country we say that Rome was not built in a
equality, against all and any that might interfere with free day: neither can Sf'curity, relaxation of tension, and
and fruitful communication among all men. co-operation in Europe. The European conference will

doubtless be a step forward, but if it engages in mere
legalistics and only crystallizes the present rather than
opens the door to the future, its results will not be wholly
satisfactory. It is obvious that we must advance with
prudence and realism, particularly in the first phase. But we
should not allow the great hope of all the peoples of
Europe to achieve a freer, more prosperous and open life,
to get lost in the complex network of a purely formal
treaty. That, even if it were unintentional, would only
sanction the division of Europe.

169. I should like to mention the considerable contribu
tion that the European Economic Community is already
making to the maintenance of peace and balance in the
world. Apart from the efforts that each of the member
countries may deploy on a bilateral level, the Community
has facilitated the establishment of relations of a new
nature between the industrialized countries and those of
the third world.

19 Convention of Association with the European Economic
Community, adopted at Yaounde, Cameroon, on 28 March 1961 by
the Conference of the 12 Ftench-speaking African an.d Malagasy
States, renewed on 20 July' 1963 and 6 July 1969.

170. The convention of association with a group of
African co'mtries19 has been a very important step along
those lines. Hut the Community has no intention of limiting
its aid to a single geographical sector. The recent decision to
apply generalized preferences to the third world stands as
eloquent proof of this.

172. The efforts of a number of years, the patient search
for points cf possible agreement, and the care not to
disturb the balance of forces have fmally been rewarded by
a~) agreement that is probably one or"the most significant of
the post-war period. I am speaking of the agreement that
will guarantee the rights of the people of Berlin. That city
had stood as the symbol of a Europe divided in two, one
part armed against the other. In order to progress it was
necessary to do away with that line on a future of peace
and co-operation; proof had to be given that the fate of
2 million men and women was not going to be jeol'ardized.
Let us pay tribute here to the goodwill shown by the
Governments concerned dUring the course of the nego
tiations.

171. Secondly, I wish to mention the constant contacts
betweeu .the members of the European Economic Commu
nity and· the United States and Canada, their friends and
their aUies, in order to come to a true detente with the
countrie~ of Ea$tern Europe. A number of bridges have
been thrown across the gaps that had been· opened by
events, whose memories are now beginning to fade. All the
Governments and peoples of Western Europe have under
stood and approved of the courageous initiative of the
Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany to re
establish normal relations with the countries of Eastern
Europe. As early as three years ago, in fact, they had made
clear that one of the roads to detente lay in the mutual and
balanced reduction of forces in the heart of the Old World.

174. It is to progress along these lines that the conference
on European security and co-operation must, after careful
preparations, devote its attention. With the participation of
all the cO'!JIltries of Europe, the United States and Canada,
we hope that that conference wHl very soon get under way.

173. True, all is not yet settled; there are still obstacles to
be overcome for the two parts of Europe, by means of free
contacts between the inhabitants- of both sides, to come
together at last.
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192. In the spirit of the Charter signed at San Francisco all
is indissolubly linked and everything is placed at the service

187. By the same token, during the course ofthe year that
the United Nations has devoted to the fight against racism
and racial discrimination, may I announce that Italy intends
very soon to ratify the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination {resolu
tion 2106 A (XX)].

188. Obviously tho United Nations lacks the means to put
an end to the conflicts that I have just mentioned and we
know the reasons for its impotence. But though our
Organization seems to lack the effective power and th(j~g..lt

its role with respect to problems affecting international
peace and security very often exceeds its possibilities of
intervention, it neverthel~ss still is the place where human
conscience can be expressed. If the voice of that conscience
is silenced, injustice and violations will prevail.

189. All this proves that we need an Organization where
all great problems can be examined and, if possible,
directed towards a solution. In fact none can deny the
irreplaceable role of the United Nations. An international
system in which it did not exist would be doomed to
anarchy and the most serious upheavals. But our Organiza
tion must continue to strengthen itself, not only by writing
all the peoples of the world, but by adopting structures and
rules that will increase its effectiveness.

190. I will venture prudently where, perhaps, angels might
fear to tread. But I would dare say that the passage of
years, the modification in the relations of the forces of the
world, the new possibilities offered by science and technol
ogy, the first steps of the human race into outer space or on
the ocean floor and many other factors all show that the
world is changing and that our Organization must adapt
itself to these changes. We believe that that adaptation
should follow a twofold direction.

191. On the one hand, it should be concentrated on those
problems that best lend themselves to a solution in a forum
such as ours. It is true that one of the main objectives of
the United Nations is to guarantee international peace and
security; but it is no less true that the creation of peace
cannot be limited to a mere search for a solution to the
political differences that could lead to armed conflicts. It
must tackle the underlying caus~s of tho~e conflicts and ....
those differences; it must lead to the establishment of an
international order where social, economic and technical
disparities will have been eliminated so far as humanly
possible; an order in which any injury to the dignity of the
human person which still exists today will· have disap
peared; an order where the right to decide their own fate
will be guaranteed to all peoples free from any foreign
interference or any form of constraint.

1954th meeting - 6 October 1971 17

military disengagement, which was lately undertaken by the 186. Speaking of tensions and abnormal situations in the
United States, has not changed. Italy will continue to strive world, I cannot overlook the colonial problems and the
for a political solution to the problem, in accordance with systems ofapartheid, which are contrary to our concepts of
the freely expressed 'Jilill of all the peoples of the region. law and which we consider to be incompatible with the

fundamental principle of respect for human dignity. The
Italian Government has always given, and will continue to
give, full support to any constructive action by the United
Nations for the establishment of a more democratic and
mIne human order by peaceful means in southern Africa.

182. I come now to another source of tension: that of the
Middle East. For 15 months now, a precarious truce has
existed there. That the CMllons have been silent for all this
time can be attributed only to the intervention of the
United Nations, to the mission of Ambassador Jarring, to
the advice of moderation given to the parties concerned,
and to the wisdom shown by them thus far. Indeed, I trunk
we can detect an inclination on their part towards a search
for a political solution. We must express to the United
States our appreciation fOT the effortu it has made in the
last few months to obtair.. the agreement of the parties
concerned to a partial solution to the conflict, which would
be the frrst step towards an over-all solution. The t.enefits
of a partial solution based on the clearing of the Suez Canal
would of course be considerable, since they would contrib
ute to establishing an atmosphere, if not of confidence, at
least of coexistence between two peoples which for a
quarter of c century have not known the blessings of
happiness or of true peace.

183. Those benefits would also be shared by a large
number of other countries whose economies have been
seriously affected by the closing of a vital means of
communication. The coastal States of the Mediterranean, of
the Black Sea, of the Red Sea and of the Indian Ocean are,
in fact, suffering gravely today because of the closure of the
Suez Canal which has set the clock of world maritime
(~ommunications back a hundred years. This state of affairs
is most damaging to the less developed countries and,
therefore, an effort must be made to put an end to it as
soon as possible.

184. We would hope that, when it has to deal with the
question of the Middle East) the General Assembly, in its
wisdom and authority, will see fit solemnly to reaffirm the
pdnciples which can serve as a basis to end the conflict in
the Middle East and which can be found in Security
Council resolution 242 (1967), which should be fully
implemented.

1J5. At the same time, a new impulse must be given to
any effort to fmd either a global or even a partial solution
to the problem. This is, I know, a far from easy task, since
the peoples which must become accustom~d to coexistence
and to co-operate with one another have, three times in the
last 25 years, confronted one another on the battlefield.
But we trust that proof will be given of realism, magnanim
ity and realism so as to put an end to a struggle that might
take a very different turn if allowed to continue unduly.

181. Another Asian people-the people of East Pakistan
has been struck by a twofold tragedy: the unleashed forces
of nature, and a bloody domestic crisis. That drama, which
has moved world public opinion, calls urgently for a
concerted humanitarian effort on th'3 part of all our
Governments; but, at the same time, it is indispensable that,
by means of far-sighted measures, we create an atmosphere
of normalcy that will allow the millions of human beings
who have had to flee their homes to return to them. During
Italy's presidency of the Security Council, contacts along
these lines were undertaken.
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The meetingrose at 1.45 p. m.

197. Having said all this, need I add that to be effective an
organization must dispose f)f sufficient financial resources
with which to carry out its task? A number of speakers
have alluded to the difficulties of the Organization in this
field and the need to confront them. Italy, whose concern .
over this matter VIas attested to concretely by an increased
subscription to the bonds issued by our Organization-and
in this we were not alone-hopes that all the countries that
have not yet done so will make adequate and equitable
contributions in keeping with their own Iesources.

198. Obviously there is also another problem, that of
ensuring effective representation in the main bowes of the
United Nations to those States that have the greatest
r~sponsibility in international life .

199. Thus the Italian Government sees the United Nations
as an organization that can adapt itself as rapidly as possible
to the evolving state of the world, one that possesses the
necessary .flexibility and is able to fulfIl its tasks.

200. Allow me) before concluding, to stress that the
policy of the It2llial' Government is a policy of total
support for the United Nations. Its action in the inter
national field will continue in fact to be inspired by the
principles in the Charter, and it is on the basis of those
principles that the hopes of mankind for a better future
rest.

of our main goal, which is the maintenance of international speech to the Assembly the day before yesterday [1950th
peace and security. But this security and this peace will be meeting}, when he confirmed that there is no basic change
all the more stable when they set their roots in an order to in the traditional policy (.\f the United States in inter..
whose creation the United Nations will have contributed national economic questions and that the United States
and made more human and more just. Government does not envis~ge a policy of economic

nationalism. The European Economic Community intends
to continue its own acti.Jns along the same lines.

194. As far as its financial capabilities allow and within
the framework of its economic system, Italy is ready,
during the Second United Nations Development Decade, to
contribute to the sqlution of this fundamental problem.of
the future of humanity. .

193. It is in that perspective and from that standpoint that
my Government gives its full support to the initiatives that
are intended to strengthen the procedures for the peaceful
settlement of disputes, to reaffirm the role of the Inter
national Court of Justice, to ensure respect for human
rights-and now I come to the second line of direction-·to
assist the regions which have. ~uffered delays in their
~conomic development.
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195. To achieve those goals we are convinced that it is.
imperative and urgent to reaffirm the role of the Economic
and Social Council. We are equally convinced that if there is
wider participation on the part of the members· of that
organ to which the Charter has entrusted the primary task
of elaborating and carry~llg out the policies of the Organiza
tion in the econom.ic, social and humanitarian fields, the
countries of the third world will also have found the way of
expressing themselves effectively and in a constructive
atmosphere and ,"JO of progr€ssively achieving their goals.

196. For all the industrialized countries, this important
task will be greatly facilitated by a free and open system of
economic relations, where exchanges can develop without
let or hindrance and within an atmosphere of stability. Here
we took note with satisfaction of the assurances given by
the United States Secretary of State, Mr. Rogers, in his




