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AGENDA ITEM 21 

Celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
United Nations (continued) 

1 I The PRESIDENT: I call on the Minister for Exter- 
nal Relations and Special Envoy of the President of 
the Federative Republic of Brazil, His Excellency Mr. 
Mario Gibson Barboza. 

2. Mr. GIBSON BARBOZA: On behalf of the Presi- 
dent of the Federative Republic of Brazil, His Excel- 
lency Emilio Garrastazu Medici, I have the honour 
to deliver the following message: 

“In the name of the people of Brazil, a nation 
committed to peace, imbued with the sentiment of 
justice and unswervingly dedicated to progress, I 
come to proclaim our faith and confidence in the 
destiny of this Organization. At the same time, I 
am conscious of the challenges we shall encounter 
in carrying on our never-ending task. 

“The world we live in is not yet the world of 
peace, security and justice we resolved to build as 
a legacy for succeeding generations. The threat and 
the use of force are still a recurrent feature of interna- 
tional life, contrary to the expectations raised in 194.5 
by the Charter, signed in San Francisco. 

* The 1865th to 1870th, 1872nd to 1879th and 1881st to 1883rd 
meetings contain the speeches made during the twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary commemorative session. 
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“The juridical equality of sovereign States is still 
frequently compromised by the practice of power 
politics, in contradiction to the purposes and princi- 
ples which govern our Organization. International 
co-operation in the solution of economic and social 
problems has not yet attained a satisfactory degree 
of effectiveness. We are still a long way from putting 
into practice, and even from accepting as a principle, 
a concept of collective economic security parallel 
to that which, in San Francisco, we attempted to 
formulate in the field of peace and political relations 
among nations. 

“Peace,/ security and co-operation-pledges made 
in the Charter-are still and will always be the firm 
hope of our peoples: peace and security, so that 
we can dedicate ourselves to the great tasks of pro- 
gress and well-being; co-operation, so that we may 
achieve conditions favourable to the national efforts 
of all countries in a climate of justice, sovereign 
equality and mutual respect. 

“Brazil strove vigorously for the inclusion of the 
concept of justice in the theme for the commemora- 
tion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the United 
Nations. Our efforts were motivated by the convic- 
tion that solutions dictated by mere considerations 
of political realism or by transitory and deceptive 
situations deriving from power are fragile and imper- 
manent solutions. 

“Brazil does not wish to witness passively a pro- 
cess of downgrading the ideals of San Francisco. 
We remain faithful to the principle of universal 
peace, We will not tolerate having this principle sup- 
planted by the concept of relaxation of international 
relations and tensions. We will not acquiesce in the 
transference to dwindling circles of negotiation and 
decision of the responsibility for the maintenance 
of peace, entrusted by the Charter of the United 
Nations to all Member States. We will not relinquish 
the prerogative of expressing our opinions on matters 
which may affect, either directly or indirectly, our 
rights and interests. We consider it our duty to con- 
tribute to efforts at harmonizing international 
differences and achieving their peaceful settlement. 

“If we wish to keep this Organization really alive, 
we shall have to review its methods of operation 
to render them adequate for the challenges of our 
time. We shall have to renew our commitment to 
make our Organization operative, thereby enabling 
us to dedicate ourselves to the task of building for 
the future, Brazil is a nation committed to peace 
and progress, believing in its future and in the future 
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of mankind, We want to prosper in a community 
of peaceful and brotherly nations. We want science 
and technology mobilized as tools for evolution and 
not for the preservation of the international status 
quo. 

“Brazil is engaged in the restructuring of all sec- 
tors of its national life to accelerate further its already 
rapid economic growth and, at the same time, to 
promoting social integration on a national scale. 
Thus, we seek not only growth but also a way of 
reducing the contrasts existing socially and 
economically, for the final goal of our common 
efforts is the happiness of the individual man. 

“To bolster this effort of our people-an effort 
which falls within our national responsibility-Brazil 
is hopeful that international co-operation can be 
intensified without the impairment of sovereign 
equality, mutual respect or justice among nations. 
For us this Organization is a human institution and 
not a juridical abstraction, and we are ready to col- 
laborate in its improvement, modernization and 
activation. 

“Peace is not merely the absence of conflict. 
Rather, it is a creative and dynamic process of har- 
mony and development. We are not convened here 
solely for the purpose of preventing certain events 
from occurring. We are convened here to ensure 
that certain objectives will be achieved, to ensure 
that certain collective decisions will be taken without 
hesitation and without delay, to transform into 
reality, among other goals, the Second United 
Nations Development Decade and the United 
Nations Disarmament Decade, 

“Despite the disappointments we have experi- 
enced in these last 25 years, the United Nations con- 
tinues to be the focal point for our common effort 
to harmonize the interests of States and to overcome 
economic and technological underdevelopment. 

“While pondering, with realism but without 
despair, the time that has elapsed we cannot fail 
to express the hope that these commemorations will 
mark a new beginning, a starting-point for the urgent, 
necessary, vital actions that mankind has a right td 
expect from the United Nations; actions which will 
reveal a true collective political will for peace, justice 
and progress. 

“This is the significance Brazil attaches to these 
commemorations.” 

3. The PRESIDENT (irzterpretation $*om Fwnch): 
The Ass,embly will now hear the statement of His 
Excellency Mr, Moktar Ould Daddah, President of the 
Islamic ReEjublic of Mauritania. 

4. President OULD DADDAH (interpretation from 
French): In 1945, in the aftermath of a particularly 
murderous Second World War, when certain countries 
which has suffered from the war decided to create the 
United Nations in order “to save succeeding genera- 

- 
tions from the scourge of war”, the world of the 
poor-the third world or, more precisely, 
Africa-which had then been almost entirely col- 
bnized, was conspicuous by its absence. It was not 
involved either with peace or war, although-it had 
suffered its disastrous effects, because it had not yet 
emerged from the shadows of domination and 
alienation. Hence, it played no part at all on the interna- 
tional stage. 

5. Today the dominant theme for the celebration of 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of our Organization is 
peace, justice and progress. Henceforth peace will be 
inseparable from justice and progress: Henceforth the 
yearning for justice and progress of those who are the 
most poverty stricken is one of the major elements 
of peace. 

6. Thus, the three African countries-Egypt, 
Ethiopia and Liberia-which were the only indepen- 
dent African countries in 1945 have been joined by 
many others, particularly since 1960. In fact, 38 African 
countries have joined them and, while still unable to 
bring all their weight to bear from the political and 
economic point of view-they are still too young to 
do this-are bringing to bear the aspirations of their 
people which may be summarized as follows: more 
justice and more prosperity for more people. This, to 
all intents and purposes, is the ardent wish which, dur- 
ing this solemn celebration of the twenty-fifth 
.anniversary of the United Nations is expressed by the 
Mauritanian people and its Government. 

7. Faced with these legitimate aspirations of those 
who, hitherto deprived of everything, now claim as 
afirst step, a minimum amount of dignity and a substan- 
tial improvement of their intellectual and material stan- 
dard what do we find? We find that suffering and 
deprivation are being met with ever more virulent 
egoism, cruelty and injustice. Those who are powerful 
are sacrificing the dignity and life of man to their sordid 
interests under ever fallacious pretexts. Thus, side by 
side with atrocious and undisguised colonialism, seri- 
ous threats are appearing on the horizon of our young 
independences. 

8. I should like to examine one by one these two 

fundamental obstacles to peace, without in any way 
claiming to cover all the problems, but laying greater 
stress on those which particularly concern the Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania. 

9. There is no doubt that the most serious infringe- 
ment of peace, justice and progress throughout the 
world and particularly in our African continent, is the 
survival of a colonialism characterized-as colonialism 
is everywhere-by the domination of some over others, 
by force, by the exploitation of the poor by the rich, 
by cultural alienation. A total assessment of this his- 
toric context is indeed a sad and scandalous one. The 
rich, who dominate, are becoming richer; the poor, 
who are exploited, are becoming poorer. From co- 
lonialism to racism there is only one step. From racism, 
set up as a system, there is only one further step. 
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‘IO. Thus, African peoples continue to suffer from 
the ferocious yoke of Portuguese colonialism, aided 
by international imperialism and particularly by the 
North Atlantic Treaty countries, those very countries 
which are still providing arms to the racists of Pretoria. 
It is true that these African countries are becoming 
organized and that, day by day, the national liberation 
movements of Guinea (Bissau), the Cape Verde 
islands, Mozambique and Angola are showing their 
determination to fight to the bitter end in order to over- 
come the illegal Portuguese domination. 

Il. In Zimbabwe, South Africa and Namibia, co- 
lonialism exists side by side with the abject system 
of crpcvtheid which arbitrarily condemns the majority 
of the population to cower in moral and material 
poverty and enables the racist white minority to live 
with impunity upon the natural and human resources 
of the majority+ 

12. Just as those who support apartheid, the Zionist 
authorities of Tel Aviv are continuing to trample under- 
foot the fundamental principles of the Charter and the 
decisions of the United Nations. At the same time, 
their troops are continuing to enjoy the spoils of their 
cowardly aggression by maintaining their occupation 
of part of the territory of the United Arab Republic, 
the Kingdom of Jordan and the Syi-ian Arab Republic. 
The sudden and premature loss of a great Head of 
State, President Gamal Abdel Nasser, has further 
emphasized the vulnerable nature of that particular 
area of the world, At the risk of not surviving, our 
Organization cannot fail to reject the procrastinating 
manoeuvres of Tel Aviv, whose wishes to consolidate 
present conquests and to reject peace are being openly 
manifested. 

13, We all know that a final and durable solution can- 
not be found, whether voluntarily or not, if the Palesti- 
nian people are put into brackets. We must also cease 
using euphemisms and referring coyly to “refugees”. 
The Palestinian people, chased from their lands by 
the Zionists who have taken over those lands by force, 
has a right to its existence. That people does exist 
even if tPis fundamental right, enshrined in the Charter 
which governs our life, is denied it. The Palestinian 
people, therefore, is courageously waging its fight for 
national liberation and refuses the role of accepting 
international charity and living in camps. There is no 
doubt that its cause will triumph. Therefore, wisdom 
and realism demand that we should hasten the realiza- 
tion of that goal, which is inevitable and which will 
put an end to misery, bereavement, suffering and death, 
and bring about the restoration of the rights of the 
Palestinian people. 

14. With respect to the problems of decolonization, 
my country has always pointed out with satisfaction 
the positive behaviour of Spain in this field. We were 
therefore justified in believing that, with respect to 
the Sahara, which is still under colonial domination, 
the administering power would implement the provi- 
sions of the relevant decisions of the United Nations 
concerning this territory. It was in the spirit of the 
resolutions adopted in this field by our Organization 

and in order to hasten their implementation that my 
country, in conformity with the policy from which it 
has never strayed, was happy last September to wel- 
come His Majesty King Hassan II of Morocco and 
President Houari Boumedienne of Algeria in 
Nouadhibou. 

15. Anxious to consoliddte further the links offriend- 
ship and co-operation which unite the countries of the 
area and concerned with the maintenance of peace and 
stability in this part of Africa, my country, in agreement 
with its neighbours, has decided to do everything in 
order to achieve the implementation of self- 
determination in the Sahara, in co-operation with the 
international Organization and the administering 
Power. Although bloody events have taken place 
recently in what is called the Spanish Sahara, we do 
not wish to withdraw our confidence from the Spanish 
people, for whom we have the highest esteem and with 
whom we are linked by historical and contemporary 
ties. Mauritania, therefore, remains faithful to its policy 
of decolonization of the Sahara and the need to 
establish among the countries of the area and Spain 
a policy of friendship and co-operation, a policy which 
would be beneficial to all and which wouId preserve 
peace. 

16. The dramatic, and dangerous situation to which 
I have just referred in Africa and in the Middle East, 
in which colonialism is making its last stand, cannot 
allow us to forget the situation prevailing in South-East 
Asia, where the peoples of Viet-Nam, Cambodia and 
Korea, in particular, are the victims of American 
imperialism, which is attempting to trample underfoot 
the legitimate aspirations of these peoples, who are 
heroically struggling for the triumph of their freedom 
and their dignity. 

17. Even if the situation in South-East Asia is not 
among those items being considered in the United 
Nations, it is nevertheless fair to welcome efforts 
deployed with a view to achieving peace, whether they 
be contacts and dialogues between the plenipoten- 
tiaries and diplomats of all countries or whether they 
be steps taken towards peace by our highly esteemed 
Secretary-General, If the meeting of the Paris talks 
has given rise to hopes, the absence of positive results 
in the negotiations under way and the war operations 
being waged by the American troops in Viet-Nam risk 
reducing the chances of peace even further. 

18. The American intervention in Viet-Nam and 
foreign interference in the affairs of Korea constitute 
without any doubt a serious threat to the maintenance 
of peace throughout the world. My country considers 
that in this field the Organization has failed in discern- 
ment and in will of action and that, therefore, it is 
its duty not to agree to the continued use of the United 
Nations flag in order to camouflage the presence of 
foreign occupation troops in Korea. During this twenty- 
fifth anniversary, the peoples who have been able 
throughout history to give true significance to the ideas 
of freedom and democracy must recognize and admit 
the fact that the Korean people, without any foreign 
interference, must be able freely to choose their own 
fate. 
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19. Also, the intervention of American troops in Cam- 
bodia, formerly a country of stability and non- 
alignment, constitutes a further threat to peace in that 
part of the world. 

20. I stated a few minutes ago how our young indepen- 
dent countries, because of their very fragile nature, 
are very often subject to insidious threats of new types 
of domination and exploitation by the powerful cultural 
and economic monopolies which were inherited from 
the colonial period which preceded their independence. 

21. Indeed-and I shall refer to this later when I 
examine the ways and means of changing the situation 
whose guiding lines I have attempted to emphasize 
--colonialism, and we have too much of a tendency 
to forget this, played a major role in using up the natural 
resources of countries, in colonizing their minds and 
in moulding them to the pattern of colonialism itself. 
Therefore, it is quite normal that 10 years after 
independence dangerous sequels should be threatening 
these fragile independent countries. Indeed, our 
countries have endowed themselves with State and 
legal structures, very often inspired by non-adaptable 
models. Nevertheless, they have not yet been able to 
consolidate their nations sufficiently to educate their 
peoples with a view to having them feel that they are 
a single people and are working towards a single goal. 
Thus, the cultural and economic monopolies have 
found a particularly favourable field of action for the 
enhancement of their own purposes. 

22. In this respect, the disappointing results of the 
second session of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development1 are quite significant. They 
prove, as is also proven by the maintenance of colonies 
in Africa, and by the explosive situation in the Middle 
East and in South-East Asia, the lack of political will 
of our Organization which is dominated-we must 
admit this-by the big Powers-which insidiously 
orient it in accordance with their own interests-to 
restore justice or foster progress in all parts of the 
world. This is a deficiency-a most serious one-which 
may endanger the very life of the Organization. 

23. The United Nations has not turned out to be an 
instrument likely to solve the crises of our contempo- 
rary world. It is advisable to try to find the cause of 
this situation, both as concerns its internal contradic- 
tions and the procedures of co-operation which it has 
drawn up. 

24. In point of fact, it would be advisable for the 
United Nations to decolonize itself and to become that 
great international rostrum in which each voice may 
be heard on an equal footing in conformity with the 
spirit and the letter of the Charter with which it has 
endowed &elf. Unfortunately, we know that this is 
not the case. In order to guide it in its decisions, it 
very often violates its own principles. Is not the refusal 
to admit to its ranks the People’s Republic of China 
the very best illustration of these serious internal con- 
tradictions which I have just mentioned’? My country 

’ Held at New Delhi from 1 February to 29 March 1970. 

considers that in this specific field, as in all the othel 
fields, the United Nations has shown and still shows, 
a weakness or perhaps even a lack of awareness, 
whether it be voluntary or not. 

25. In the field of disarmament alone, for example, 
how is it possible seriously to envisage profitable pro- 
gress in the absence of a country which has more than 
700 million inhabitants and which has become a 
thermonuclear Power? Not only has the great Chinese 
nation, which is one and indivisible, acquired a place 
in the foreground of the international scene, but also 
and despite the efforts made by certain Member States, 
its absence from our Organization represents an 
objective obstacle to any attempt to achieve substantial 
progress with a view to the implementation of true 
disarmament measures. This illustrates-if need 
be-how dangerous and unreasonable it is to keep that 
great Power outside the United Nations in flagrant vio- 
lation of the principle of universality of the Charter, 
That is why my country wishes to reaffirm its convic- 
tion of the need to proceed without any delay to the 
re-establishment of the lawful rights of the People’s 
Republic of China within the United Nations 
Organization. We reject the theory of the two Chinas 
which some States are attempting to give standing 
within our Organization, and we consider it an 
unfounded manoeuvre doomed to failure. 

26. Being in a perpetual state of crisis of conscience 
with itself, the United Nations also suffers from a great 
weakness with respect to the aid which it furnishes 
through its specialized agencies to the Member States, 
particularly to the countries of the third world. Indeed, 
this aid is insuffi’cient, incoherent and very often 
inequitable. Is it necessary to recall that the relation- 
ship between the sum capital invested annually by the 
big Powers in terms of aid to the third world and the 
capital allocated by the same big Powers to armaments 
represents approximately a ratio of one to twenty, This 
shows a scandalous disparity, which is intolerable in 
the twentieth century. The aid of the United Nations 
is insufficient and thereby incomprehensible. Indeed. 
the undoubted efforts-and I shall refer to 
this-deployed by the United Nations agencies are 
often restricted in their effects by a lack of CO- 
ordination and we in our countries are suffering from 
those effects. I said a few minutes ago that the third 
characteristic of the United Nations aid is that it is 
not equitable. In other words, it must be recognized 
that the criteria which determine that aid are not always 
scientific. 

27. Some will say that this is a very serious criticism 
of our Organization. Be that as it may. But I believe 
that on this solemn occasion of its twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary it is indispensable not to bring it to judgement, 
but to place the emphasis on its shadows, its insuf- 
ficiencies, its weaknesses, thus better to remedy them. 
This criticism was, therefore, necessary, but not 
sufficient, Let us realize and admit that it would be 
both pretentious and vain for a small country such 
as mine to be satisfied with a mere criticism which 
is easy to make, just as all criticisms are. In this 
analysis, which is not indulgent, we young nations must 
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remain calm and collected and must remain extremely 
demanding as to our own objectivity. It would indeed 
be far too simple to criticize the big Powers and the 
United Nations, to consider that they alone are 
responsible for the under-development situation pre- 
vailing in our country, on the one hand, because bila- 
teral and multilateral international aid is not, despite 
its drawbacks, negligible, and also, and above all, 
because development efforts are still the major instru- 
ments for economic and social changes which are tak- 
ing place in our country. 

28. This will be the last part of my statement. Just 
like all other countries of Africa and the third world, 
the Islamic Republic of Mauritania has benefited from 
the multiple efforts made by the United Nations 
Development Programme and the specialized agencies 
such as the ILO, FAO, WHO, UNESCO and 
UNICEF, efforts which have all contributed to helping 
us in defining ‘and analysing our own problems and 
in drafting and drawing up solutions. It is to be hoped, 
however, that greater emphasis be laid on the financing 
of preliminary studies with a view to the setting up 
of technical dossiers required and demanded by the 
United Nations itself. These actions, which all tend 
towards the global advancement of man from birth to 
adulthood, have contributed to the elaboration of our 
development plans, It is therefore advisable to pay 
due tribute to the sum of all these efforts whilst express- 
ing the hope that the insufficiencies which we have 
mentioned will disappear in the future. 

29. Aid to development, but also a contribution to 
disarmament, to the peaceful rapprochement of 
peoples, to a dialogue instead of cold war. There again, 
we are gratified by the actions carried out by the United 
Nations and by its success, small as it may be. 

30. Finally, the participation of the United Nations 
in the historic process of decolonization is worthy of 
specific mention. It has helped certain colonies, in fact, 
to free themselves of the colonial yoke, and further- 
more the Organization remains-and this should be 
recalled here-the rostrum from which, even if the 
echo of their voices remains feeble, the small countries 
may express their aspirations, claims and hopes. 

31, The Islamic Republic of Mauritania, although it 
also depends on international aid, be it bilateral or 
multilateral, wishes to affirm clearly here a principle 
which is dear to it and to which it has always been 
attached, namely, that the advancement of Maurita- 
nians, the development of their country, remains first 
and forem0st.a matter for the Mauritanians themselves. 
It is true that this is an ambitious principle, but it 
excludes any self-complacency and which, therefore, 
castigates laziness and self-satisfaction. It is 
tantamount to-in the words of a great French 
writer-choosing the narrow door, the most difficult 
solution of all. This principle, however, requires a prior 
condition, namely, the setting up of a new cultural 
policy which will help the decolonization of minds and 
will enable a more efficient development of activities. 

32. In the course of this statement I have recalled 
those methods utilized by the colonizer in order to 

control minds whilst exploiting the natural resources 
of our countries. Yet, to define a social, economic 
policy of development without seeking and finding new 
cultural concepts on which this policy could be based, 
would be an enterprise which without any doubt would 
meet with failure, This inspiring enterprise-defining 
new structures and revising the content of our educa- 
tional programmes at all levels, assigning to work a 
truer value, developing savings and so on-is one that 
our youth, which represents the majority of the 
population, will benefit from and will also be active 
in. 

33. They will be active in this work because the great- 
er part of our cadres are young. They will benefit from 
this action because this enterprise essentially aims at 
training men who will be far more apt to face the facts 
of our national life and to translate them into scientific 
projects and to create a true mystique of development 
for our people as a whole. 

34. This is a very difficult task indeed because it 
requires deep humility, the shedding of many com- 
plexes, a profound faith and great generosity. 

35. For several years we in Mauritania have been 
living th:s thrilling experience, yet we know that we 
must redouble our efforts, so complex and arduous 
is the task. Nevertheless we are determined to use 
all possible means to speed up the process of transform- 
ing attitudes, the process of cultural and sbiritual 
renewal, aware that without that transformation our 
development will be no more than a frail illusion. 

36. The first United Nations Development Decade 
disappointed our young countries. We now express 
the hope that the Second Development Decade will 
live up to all expectations and take place in an 
atmosphere of co-operation, international friendship 
and a spirit of peace, justice and progress. 

37. The Islamic Republic of Mauritania, for its part, 
will, as always in the past, spare no effort to serve 
to the best of its ability the noble ideals of the United 
Nations, whether in the context of decolonization, dis- 
armament or the structural reform of the Organization 
itself. These ideals are found expressed in our internal 
policies and in our relations with the peaceful countries 
of the world. In fact, the Islamic Republic of Mauritania 
takes part in several regional and subregional groups 
within which it strives to uphold the great ideals of 
the United Nations. As a founding member of the 
Organization of African Unity, my country wishes to 
express here its strong support of the Lusaka 
Manifesto,2 which was submitted to this Assembly a 
year ago [1780th meeting] on behalf of all African 
Heads of State by my brother and friend, Ahmadou 
Ahidjo, President of the Federal Republic of 
Cameroon, We feel it would be seriously detrimental 
to the unity of our Organization and to the maintenance 
of peace if we were to disregard the goodwill shown 
by an entire continent. 

2 O~ficiol Records of the Gemd Assembly, T~crzty-f~urlh 
SESS~OII, At~rzexcs, agenda item 106, document A/7754. 
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38. Within the Organization of States bordering on 
the Senegal river, and in the course of Maghrebine 
meetings my country, which links Africa north and 
south of the Sahara, is deploying the same efforts to 
uphold those same ideals of the United Nations. 

39. As a member of the great family of non-aligned 
countries, my country participated in the recent Lusaka 
Conference:’ and energetically supports the resolutions 
adopted there, parricularly those concerning 
decolonization, the necessary modification of the 
world’s economic structure, the exploitation of the sea- 
bed for peaceful purposes beyond the limits of national 
jurisdiction, and disarmament. 

40. Mr. President, may I be allowed to express here 
the satisfaction of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania 
at the confidence and admiration which the States 
Members bf the United Nations have demonstrated 
in entrusting you with the Presidency of this historic 
twenty-fifth session of the United Nations General 
Assembly, In conveying to you a message of friendship 
and support on behalf of the Mauritanian people, I 
wish to address to you, Sir, my very warmest 
congratulations-not only because you belong to afam- 
ily whose name has been brilliantly associated with 
the League of Nations and to a country whose contribu- 
tions to the international community have been so 
varied, but also because of your great qualities of heart 
and mind, your talents, your erudition and your 
knowledge of the Charter and of the problems of the 
United Nations. You are, without doubt, the very 
personality to be chosen in these exceptional 
circumstances. 

41. In these same circumstances, we wish to assure 
the Secretary-General, His Excellency U Thant, of 
the respect and admiration of the people and Govern- 
ment of Mauritania. The admirable way in which he 
performs his lofty and difficult mission in the vast and 
varied field of United Nations activities elicits the 
esteem and gratitude ofall peoples. The Islamic Repub- 
lit of Mauritania has had the privilege, of welcoming 
him and of appreciating once more his great qualities, 
his humanity and extreme simplicity, which are always 
at the service of the international community. He 
remains for us the symbol of that faith which we, States 
Members of the United Nations, must have in out 
Organizalion, which despite its flaws is still 
indispensable to the maintenance and strengthening of 
peace, to better understanding among men, and to the 
great work of our era in favour of the advancement 
and development of mankind. 

42. The PRESIDENT (mmlrrrcd J~I Ru.wian): 1 
now call upon the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Soviet Union, Mr. Andrei A. Gromyko. 

43, Mr. GROMY KO (~‘nrzsl~2tccl ,fionz Russkrrz): Mr. 
President, in its statement from this rostrum, the Soviet 
delegation would like first of all to congratulate you 
on your election to the high office of President of the 
General Assembly in the anniversary year of the United 

” Third Conference of Heads of State 01’ Government of Non- 
Aligned Countries, held from 8 to 10 September 1970. 

Nations, and to wish you success in carrying out &r 
responsible and difficult task. 

44. The twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly 
is of a somewhat unusual character. It is providing 
an occasion not only for the annual exchange of views 
between States Members of the United Nations on 
the state of the international situation but also, at the 
same time, for the observance of a major landmark 
in the life of the Organization-the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of its foundation. It is only natural that 
Governments should in this connexion express their 
attitude to the activities of the United Nations as a 
whole, and should endeavour to analyse its successes 
and failures over two and a half decades and also, 
as far as possible, to look ahead in order to map out 
together the prospects for the coming years, In this 
sense, the past and the present are, as it were, joining 
hands with the future at this session of the General 
Assembly. 

45. The quarter of a century which has elapsed since 
the founding of the United Nations has been a period 
of tremendous change in the social, political, scientific, 
technical and economic fields; it has been a whole his- 
torical era. The starting point of this era was the victory 
of the peoples of the anti-Hitlerite coalition over Fascist 
Germany and militarist Japan, Its character and special 
features have to a large extent been determined by 
that great victory. 

46. The Second World War was the greatest and 
bloodiest conflict of all time between States. Never 
before had so much--the very possibility of a free life 
for the peoples-depended on the outcome of a war. 
And never before had victory demanded such a high 
price. The peoples of our country alone had to sacrifice 
20 million lives, including those killed at the front and 
those murdered and tortured by the Hitlerites; this is 
more than the whole population of some States. 
However far the days of war may recede into the ptst. 
this fact will remain in the memory of the peoples ~OI 
ever. The Soviet people do not forget that the peoples 
of many countries in Europe, Asia, Africa and America 
fought beside them against fascism. 

47. The war showed that in our times there exist 
neither continents which can isolate themselves from 
the general situation in the world, nor even parts of 
continents where the benefits of peace and quiet can 

be enjoyed when one State after another becomes 
embroiled in conflict. 

48. Even during the war years, people everywhere 
were thinking how they could ensure that the victory 
for which they were making such great sacrifices should 
not merely be a boundary marking the next inter-war 
period which would lead mankind onwards to another 
tragedy, but should be a turning-point in the history 
of the peoples which would usher in an era of stable 
peaceful relations between States. 

49. This was the question confronting the statesmen 
of the countries of the anti-Hitlerite coalition when, 
recognizing their responsibility not only for the conduct 
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of the war but also for the peace after the war, they 
defined in inter-Allied agreements-from the Declara- 
tion by the United Nations of 1 January 1942 to the 
decisions of the Potsdam Conference in 194.Gthe main 
principles governing this peace. 

50. There was only one answer, arising from the 
whole experience of the war: success in building a 
lasting peace can be achieved only on the basis of 
joint action by States, by the great Powers above all, 
but not by them alone, by all States; action directed 
against aggression and against the suppression of the 
freedom of the peoples, action to strengthen, the 
independence and sovereignty of all States and to 
affirm in relations between them the principle of peace- 
ful coexistence regardless of differences in their social 
order. 

51, This conclusion, to which the peoples were led 
quite literally by their sufferings in the Second World 
War, paved the way for the establishment of a world- 
wide organization to safeguard peace-the United 
Nations, which proclaimed that its main task was to 
save succeeding generations from the scourge of war 
and to affirm the principles of equal rights and self- 
determination of peoples. 

52. The memories of that glorious day when the Nazi 
Reich surrendered unconditionally were still quite 
fresh; there were still countless dugouts and trenches 
in the fields of recent battles; and thousands of towns 
and villages in Europe and Asia still lay scarred by 
war when the United Nations, whose establishment 
was so widely supported throughout the world, began 
to take its first steps. 

53. The Charter of the United Nations reflected the 
spirit of those times. The most important provisions 
of the Charter emerged not just at the negotiating table 
of the Allied Powers and at conferences, but above 
all amidst a powerful anti-Fascist liberation upsurge. 
Unlike the pre-war League of Nations, the new world 
Organization was created from the very outset on the 
basis of universality and the sovereign equality of 
States irrespective of their social systems. The Charter 
of the United Nations, of which our country was one 
of the authors, became the charter of peaceful coex- 
istence in which the ideas of the “peaceful CO- 

habitation” of States, advanced by Vladimir Ilich 
Lenin at the very dawn of the existence of the Soviet 
State, are translated into the language of international 
law. It is impossible not to mention the triumph of 
these ideas at the present time, in this year in which 
the whole of progressive mankind has celebrated the 
centenary of the birth of the founder of our State. 

54. Twenty-five years separate us fl-om the day on 
which the United Nations Charter entered into force. 
It is natural to ask whether the world has come nearer 
t0 fulfilling, in the practice of international relations, 
the purposes which were set before the United Nations 
and the principles which were proclaimed in its 
Charter, or whether the development of world events 
has taken a different course. There is no simple answer 
to this question, because the international situation in 

this period has been fraught with complicati$ms and 
contradictions, 

5’5. The task of maintaining international peace has 
certainly not become simpler, More than once during 
these years conflicts have broken out, acts of aggres- 
sion have been committed, and situations threatening 
universal peace have been created. More than once 
the United Nations itself has been in a feverish con- 
dition. However, if one tries to single out the main 
feature of the course of world affairs over these years, 
if one views the complications which have arisen in 
the world-and which have sometimes reached a point 
of considerable tension-against the basic trend in the 
development of the situation, then one can, we think, 
conclude with certainty that the task of maintaining 
and consolidating peace has become more complex 
but that the ,conditions for dealing successfully with 
this task have been developing to an evengreater extent 
and more rapidly. 

56. This is a reflection of the immense positive 
changes which have occurred in the development of 
human society over the past 25,years-changes which 
have, in fact, altered the whole social aspect of our 
planet. The world system of socialism has established 
itself over one third of the globe. The socialist commu- 
nity has taken shape and consolidated itself, and has 
been firmly opposing the aggressive impulses of the 
forces of imperialism and consistently advocating in 
international affairs a policy of reducing tension, ruling 
out the use of force in the settlement of disputes and 
defending the rights of peoples to independent develop- 
ment by way of national liberation and social 
progress-a policy directed against any attempts to 
intervene in the domestic affairs of peoples or to impose 
reactionary pro-imperialist rkgimes from without, This 
line is organically inherent in socialist foreign policy, 
which is an expression of the deep-rooted and vital 
needs of the working classes and the entire people. 
The policy of consolidating the socialist community 
and developing relations of friendship, mutual 
assistance and co-operation of a11 kinds between the 
socialist countries is not only in the interests of these 
countries themselves but also in the wider interests 
of the security of all peoples. 

57. This is precisely why the foreign policy of the 
Soviet Union and the countries of the socialist com- 
munity is having such a profound effect on the activities 
of the United Nations as well. No one can deny that 
the questions raised and proposals made by the socialist 
countries-questions such as the strengthening of inter- 
national security, disarmament, non-intervention in the 
domestic affairs of States, the peaceful settlement of 
conflicts, the elimination of colonialism, the normaliza- 
tion of international economic relations, measures to 
promote the social progress of peoples and the 
improvement of United Nations peace-keepmg 
machinery-occupy an important place in the work 
of the United Nations. These are questions of the high- 
est importance, on which the security of peoples to 
a large extent depends. 

58. The mighty current of the national liberation 
movement, which has gathered up many of the 
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oppressed peoples and has destroyed colonial empires 
in its course, has brought into being dozens of young 
independent States. The potentialities of the develop- 
ing countries, in the world arena as in other fields, 
are becoming more and more evident. They are making 
a positive contribution-both individually and collec- 
tively-to the affirmation in international relations of 
the principle? of national independence, co-operation 
on the basis of equality and intolerance of colonial 
domination and racism. 

59. The aspiration of the developing countries to 
escape from the clutches of the economic backward- 
ness which they inherited from colonia1 times can be 
realized only in conditions of peace, particularly lasting 
peace. As they fully understand this, they are actively 
advocating the condemnation of aggression and the 
strengthening of international security. This is the pur- 
pose of the deCisions taken by the conferences of non- 
aligned countries, the Organization of African Unity 
and the meetings of Arab States. 

60. The young independent States are adopting the 
same positions in the United Nations. The fact that 
they and the socialist States have a common interest 
in repelling aggression and strengthening peace serves 
as a basis for co-operation in the consideration of major 
international problems. 

61. During the past quarter of a century, the foreign 
policy lines and doctrines of certain Powers-which, 
whatever name is given to them, amount merely to 
attempts to act in international affairs from a position 
of strength and d&at-have been rejected one after 
another as untenable. Some elements of a realistic 
approach have begun to emerge more perceptibly, 
although this is occurring to a different extent in 
different States and not in all matters. These manifesta- 
tions of realism and responsibility are, of course, 
welcomed by all those who are genuinely striving for 
the consolidation of peace. It is important only that 
statements of this kind should be backed up by a readi- 
ness to engage in negotiations-from constructive 
positions-on the settlement of international problems, 
and that no action should be taken which is at variance 
with this approach. 

62. The possibilities for bringing about a lasting peace 
have increased. But this fact has not weakened, and 
could not weaken, the intensity of the struggle to trans- 
late these possibilities into reality. 

63. Let us take the events in Indo-China. The United 
States of America has unleashed an aggression against 
the Viet-Namese people and is continuing it; and this 
war is still, by its purposes and its nature, a United 
States war, The main question is whether the United 
Stat& of America will leave the Viet-Namese people 
in peace and let it settle its own domestic affairs itself 
so that peace will then come to Viet-Nam, or whether 
it will go on using force in an attempt to impose on 
the people of Viet-Nam a system which that people 
rejects. This is how the matter stands. 

64. It is understandable therefore that, when the 
United States side advances proposals not for granting 

the Viet-Namese people an opportunity to settle fhe 
problems of its own internal life without outside inter- 
vention, but for consolidating in power in South Viet- 
Nam a rCgime which is alien to the Viet-Namese people 
and is serving foreign interests, the Provisional 
Revolutionary Gobernment of the Republic of South 
Viet-Nam and the Government of the Democratic 
Republic of Viet-Nam should regard these propoajls 
as designed to continue the war and should treat them 
accordingly. No one can expect them to do otherwise. 

65. If the United States wants to get out of Viet-Nam, 
why does it not do so? Why does it expand the war, 
and spread it to Laos and Cambodia? If it really wants 
peace, why does it not accept proposals for a peaceful 
settlement? 

66. As for the Soviet Union, our country supports 
the proposals of the Provisional Revolutionary Govern- 
ment of the Republic of South Viet-Nam and the 
Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam 
for a peaceful settlement. In pursuance of its interna- 
tional duty, the Soviet Union is providing and will con- 
tinue to provide all necessary help to the fraternal Viet- 
Namese people in its just and heroic struggle. 

67. There is no peace in the Middle East either. The 
situation in this area is still dangerous. Israel has seized 
Arab territories as a result of an aggression, and is 
keeping them under its occupation. 

68. Israel’s leaders say that the sole aim of their policy 
is to achieve peace and a secure existence for the State 
of Israel. But if this is so, why does the Israeli Govern- 
ment refuse to take part in negotiations which are 
designed to lead to an agreement guaranteeing peace 
and security to all States in the Middle East, including 
Israel, as provided for in the well-known Security 
Council resolution? 

69. The United Arab Republic and other Arab States 
have been reproached with not being ready to go far 
enough in this direction. But this is not true. The Arab 
States, which are directly interested in eliminating the 
consequences of Israel’s aggression, are ready to do 
what is required of them in the Security Council resolu- 
tion in order to establish peace in the Middle East 
provided, of course, that Israel withdraws its forces 
from all the territories it has occupied. 

70. Why should this not satisfy Israel? It should, But 
however many talks are held, and however many con; 
tacts are established, there is still no progress. The 
mission of the Special Representative of the Secretary- 
General of the United Nations, Ambassador Jarring, 
has once again been put in cold storage, through Israel’s 
fault. 

71. Any impartial person will ask what is the reason 
for this. The reason is that Israel’s rulers have not 
yet rid themselves of their chauvinistic intoxication 
and adventurism in politics, and they are obsessed by 
the desire to keep the foreign territories they have 
seized. They are blocking the negotiations because 
they still count on receiving some reward for their 
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aggression. In recent times they have even stopped 
concealing this, and they are quite openly listing the 
Arab territories they intend to annex to Israel. It is 
difficult not to connect this outspokenness of the 
occupiers with the further increase in the flow of offen- 
sive weapons which they are receiving from their pro- 
tectors, and with the recent demonstrations of naval 
power by the latter in the Eastern Mediterranean. 

72. But Israel must not receive any award for its 
aggression. Since the time of Munich, the peoples know 
how events develop if an aggressor is given a prize 
for what he has done. In Tel Aviv they do not like 
it when Israel’s policy is compared with that of Hitler. 
But, in that case, the Israeli Government should act 
differently. 

73. The Soviet Union consistently and resolutely sup- 
ports the legitimate rights of the Arab peoples, includ- 
ing the Arab people of Palestine. Let no one charge 
us with urging any one on in the Middle East, and 
not in the direction of peace. If we are doing any urging, 
we are urging the whole course of events towards 
peace, precisely towards peace for all States in the 
Middle East, towards the liberation of the Arab ter- 
ritories and the avoidance of a new military clash in 
this area which would threaten to enlarge the conflict. 

74. Recently aversion has been put about to the effect 
that the Soviet Union has violated some terms of the 
cease-fire agreement in the Middle East. But this ver- 
sion is a fabrication. Even in Washington, they are 
undoubtedly well aware of this. The Soviet Union has 
not entered into any agreement on cease-fire terms. 
The United States has never even tried to discuss any 
cease-fire terms with the Soviet Union. And as regards 
the United Arab Republic, against which a flood of 
unfounded accusations has been levelled in this 
connexion, it is clear from the explanations given by 
the Government of the United Arab Republic, including 
the explanations given from this rostrum, what these 
accusations are worth. 

75. Then why are these trumped-up versions-verg- 
ing almost on hysteria-being circulated in the United 
States? Is it not to conceal their own actions and the 
actions of Israel, thus even further complicating the 
search for a political settlement in the Middle East? 

76. The propaganda campaign which has been 
launched about some kind of imaginary measures by 
the Soviet Union in Cuba, which are alleged to threaten 
the security of the United States, is equally groundless. 
This falsehood has also miscarried. 

77. If people really want to establish relations with 
the Soviet Union on the basis of confidence-and the 
Soviet Union has for more than 50 years been advocat- 
ing that international affairs should be conducted pre- 
cisely on this basis-then there can be no place for 
falsehoods in foreign policy. 

78. What is needed in order to change the situation 
radically and achieve a settlement and a normalization 
in the Middle East? 

79. For this it is essential to ensure the withdrawal 
of Israeli forces from all the occupied Arab territories. 
It is essential to reach agreement on the establishment 
of peace on terms which respect and recognize the 
sovereignty, territorial integrity and political indepen- 
dence of all States in the Middle East, and their right 
to live in peace. Agreement on all this, and also on 
other related questions, must be set down officially 
in an appropriate document.which would have the force 
of international law. And no one under any pretext 
whatsoever must encroach on the lawful interests of 
the Arab States and of the peoples in their territory. 

80. In order to facilitate such an agreement, it is 
essential to reactivate the mission of Ambassador Jar- 
ring without delay, and without burdening it with all 
kinds of artificial conditions and demands. The four 
Powers who are permanent members of the Security 
Council, and also the other States represented in the 
Assembly, must make their contribution to the great 
cause of establishing peace in the Middle East. 

81. Thousands of speeches are not worth one con- 
crete step in the direction of a genuine solution of the 
problem. The present situation in the Middle East 
urgently calls for practical steps. We can not see why 
any Government advocating peace should have any 
doubts or any objections about this way of posing the 
question. 

82. There is no need to deal at length on the impor- 
tance of the situation in Europe for the cause of univer- 
sal peace. Although it would seem that history itself 
should have taught extreme caution to all those 
involved in European affairs, even on that continent 
-where both world wars began-peace has been 
endangered, and more than once, in the last quarter 
of a century. In the annals of the post-war history 
of Europe there has been hardly a year without a flare- 
up of tension, Only by the joint efforts of the Warsaw 
Treaty States and a number of other European States 
has it been possible to frustrate those attempts and 
at the same time to lay stone by stone the foundation 
of a peace in Europe which is in keeping with the 
spirit of the historic Potsdam Agreement of 1945. The 
proposals made in this respect by the socialist countries 
are well known. 

83. Many years of effort in the interests of consolidat- 
ing peace in Europe are producing their results. 
Recently there have been tangible signs that the 
development of events on the European continent has 
taken a positive turn, and that a tendency towards 
de’tente has been making itself increasingly apparent 
in the actions of the Governments of European States. 

84. Links and contacts between the socialist 
countries and the countries of Western Europe have 
been considerably expanded, and elements of mutual 
understanding in relations between them are 
increasing, In this connexion I should like to stress 
the great importance of the development of relations 
between two Powers on the continent of Europe-the 
Soviet Union and France-whose co-operation is an 
essential condition for maintaining peace in Europe 
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and an important factor in strengthening international 
security. A further important step in the development 
of this co-operation was taken during the recent visit 
by the President of the French Republic, Mr. Pom- 
pidou, to the Soviet Union. 

85. What is needed for the European peoples to 
become confident that their peaceful development will 
not be endangered? For this it is essential, first, that 
States should base their policies on European realities 
as they have taken shape as a result of the war and 
post-war development, on recognition of the inviolabil- 
ity of the frontiers between all European States, and 
on observance of the principle of the non-use of force 
in relations between them. 

86. One fact of great importance is that a more realis- 
tic attitude is now being displayed in the Federal 
Republic of Germany in regard to problems whose solu- 
tion was previously being sought-and not everyone 
has yet abandoned these methods-by means of ag- 
gravating the situation, particularly in central Europe, 
by means of a revision of frontiers and by means of 
a revnnchc. The joint efforts of the Soviet Union and 
the Federal Republic of Germany have resulted in the 
signature of a Treatyl’ which has been regarded not 
only in the Soviet Union and the Federal Republic 
of Germany but also throughout the world as an act 
of great significance. 

87. It is the firm conviction of the Soviet Government 
that both parties benefit equally from the Treaty, and 
not only they, but all States interested in the strengthen- 
ing of European peace, since this is precisely the pur- 
pose of the Treaty. 

88. Negotiations are at present being conducted by 
representatives of the four Powers on the subject of 
West Berlin. We approach these negotiations in all 
seriousness and consider that it is possible to reach 
agreement on the questions arising there. Of,course, 
positive results from these negotiations-and we want 
such results-depend on the goodwill of all partici- 
pants. 

89. One important factor for peace.in Europe is the 
German Democratic Republic. Its peace-loving policy 
is gaining increasingly wide international recognition. 
There is not a single question in Europe, and no single 
major international question, to whose solution the 
German Democratic Republic could not make its con- 
tribution. Those present here are presumably familiar 
with the documents of the Government of the German 
Democratic Republic concerning the major items on 
the agenda of the United Nations, The question of 
the admission of the German Democratic Republic to 
the United Nations is now fully ripe. The United 
Nations will benefit from this, as will the cause of 
peace. Of course, the Federal Republic of Germany 
should also be admitted to the United Nations at the 
same time. 

90. The positive elements in the development of the 
situation in Europe are obvious. But it would be very 

’ Signed in Moscow on 12 August 1970. 

- 
rash to disregard the continuing activities of those 
forces which are not in favour of a &%nbe in Europe, 
and which still cling to their senseless plans for re- 
shaping the map of Europe and link them with the 
maintenance of tension, the non-settlement of prob- 
lems, and the activities of the NATO military bloc 
which has nothing to do with the strengthening of secur- 
ity in Europe. 

91. If all European countries unite their efforts, the 
problem of securing a lasting peace on that continent 
is entirely solvable. 

92. In this connexion the proposal To convene a pan- 
European conference is meeting with increasing 
understanding and sympathy in Europe. The practicnl 
problems ol holding the conference are being actively 
discussed among the interested parties. A 
representative forum with the participation of all Euro- 
pean States, and also the United States and Canada, 
could discuss the major problems of the development 
of co-operation in Europe and take appropriate deci- 
sions on them. The conference would be an importnn~ 
step towards the strengthening of security in Europe. 
and no Government should be afraid of this if it is 
in favour of peace. 

93. The situation in Asia remains tense. However, 
the peoples of Asia have already had occasion to learn 
that none of the problems facing them can be solved 
by unleashing military conflicts. It is therefore natural 
that the Asian countries should be giving more and 
more thought to the question of how they can make 
their continent a region of peace. 

94. The Soviet Union has put forward the itie; of 
creating a collective security system in Asia. It can 
now be said that the basic approach underlying our 
proposal-that is to say, the peaceful orientntiofl of 
the security system in Asia and its collective natnr< 
which would provide for the participation of all Asian 
States in Asian regional co-operation-commnnds 
general support. 

95. The United Nations is not dealing with all the 
problems arising in inter-State relations, and there ;\rc 
reasons for that, But whatever events may occur in 
this or that part of the world, statesmen and peoples 
have a reliable yardstick for assessing what is going 
on-namely, the purposes and principles of the Uniteci 
Nations Charter. 

96. Of course the United Nations does not and cilnnol 
stand above States, it is an aggregate of States and. 
consequently, the degree of its effectiveness depends 
on the foreign policies of its Member States, The 
Organization cannot be better than the policies of ilz 
Members. And if some States in their foreign policy 
activities abide strictly by the obligations they have 
assumed under the Charter while others-which haye 
appended their signatures to the same obligations 
-depart from them and even flout them, this is bound 
to have an effect on the results of the Organizatian’s 
activities. 

97. Whenever the requirements of the Charter are 
disregarded, the Organization is unable to find a ~01~ 
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tion for the question at issue, or else the decision it 
takes is not authoritative. But whenever the States 
Members of the United Nations unite their efforts along 
lines which answer the purpose of consolidating peace, 
the United Nations makes its contribution to the 
improvement of the international situation. 

98. Many useful decisions have been adopted by the 
United Nations. These include the well-known General 
Assembly resolutions on curbing the arms race and 
achieving disarmament; the United Nations Declara- 
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples and the decisions concerning 
the recognition of the legitimacy of the struggle of colo- 
nial peoples for their freedom and concerning the provi- 
sion of moral and material support to them in that 
struggle; the United Nations Declaration on the Inad- 
missibility of Intervention in the Domestic Affairs of 
States and on the Protection of their Independence 
and Sovereignty; the General Assembly resolution on 
the strict observance of the prohibition of the use of 
force in relations between States; the Security Council 
resolution on the political settlement of the Middle East 
conflict and the Security Council decisions on 
measures to be taken in regard to the racist r6gimes 
of South Africa and Southern Rhodesia and the Por- 
tuguese colonialists. The list of useful decisions 
adopted by various United Nations organs could be 
continued. 

99. I should like also to mention the role of the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations, U Thant, 
who assumed this high post at a difficult time for the 
Organization in 1961, and has since then been working 
to promote the strengthening of the United Nations 
and increase its effectiveness in the maintenance of 
peace. 

100. A comparison of all the areas in which the United 
Nations has achieved success during this quarter of 
a century, with the areas in which it has failed, leads 
to the conclusion that on the whole .the balance of 
its activities has been positive. That is the view of 
our country, and it was recently expressed by the 
General Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, Mr. L. I. 
Rrezhnev.5 “Despite all its shortcomings and 
weaknesses”, he said, “the United Nations has made 
a useful contribution to the realization of the purposes 
and principles proclaimed in its Charter. It has assisted 
in overcoming a number of acute international crises. 
We regard this result as a major success for the foreign 
policy of the Soviet Union, the other socialist countries 
and all the peace-loving forces on our planet.” 

101. We are not blind to the difficulties encountered 
by the United Nations. But when we speak of dif- 
ficulties, we are not inclined to follow the example 
of those who are ready to fold their arms like an 
onlooker. We also disagree in principle with those who 
put forward proposals for the revision of the United 
Nations Chart&, as a means of overcoming the 
difficulties. No, by that means it is possible only to 

5 Reported in Pravda of 3 October 1970. 

destroy the structure of the United Nations. The 
United Nations Charter has withstood its durability 
test, and it should not be disrupted. 

102. For the purpose of strengthening the United 
Nations, the Soviet Union considers that the correct 
road is another one-to multiply. the efforts of all 
Member countries in order to increase its effectiveness. 

103. If we consider the agenda for the present session 
of the Assembly from this standpoint, we are bound 
to welcome the fact that the United Nations is celebrat- 
ing its anniversary session by considering a problem 
of paramount importance, the problem which it was 
in essence created to solve, the problem of strengthen- 
ing international security. 

104. The whole development of the world situation 
today imposes upon States and their leaders a great 
responsibility. In that connexion agreement on a pro- 
gramme for strengthening international security is of 
particular importance. 

105. The desire to find possibilities and reserves for 
enhancing the role of the United Nations in the struggle 
for peace was the underlyiag motive for the proposals 
on that subject put forward by the Soviet Government 
for consideration by the United Nations last year. The 
overwhelming majority regarded this initiative as 
timely. 

106. The Soviet Union and other socialist States have 
put forward, for consideration at the present session 
of the General Assembly, a draft declaration on 
strengthening international security [A/C.1/L.513], in 
which due account has been taken of the ideas and 
wishes of many States. 

107. Our proposals provide for a whole series ofprac- 
tical steps-from the obligation of States to comply 
with the principle of the inadmissibility of the acquisi- 
tion of territory as a result of war, to the cessation 
of all military and other action for the suppression of 
the liberation movements of the colonial peoples and 
the acceleration of work on drafting a definition of 
aggression, Taken together, those measures can con- 
siderably improve the international situation. 

108. There is now a move towards agreement-on 
the basis of the proposals submitted-of a document 
on measures for strengthening international security 
which would command wide support and would be 
adopted. 

109. It is particularly essential to note that in regard 
to one of the concrete measures-the holding of 
periodic meetings of the Security Council, the impor- 
tance of which is underlined in the Charter-the 
appropriate decision has already been taken.O It is 
important only to mention that the periodic meetings 
of the Security Council must actually deal with impor- 
tant questions relating to the maintenance of peace 
and security, and,jt is essential to avoid a situation 

6 Ofjkinl Records” of the Security Courzcil, Twenty-fifth Yenr, 
lS44th meeting. 
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in which the members of the Security Council and their 
representatives merely engage in a ceremonial parade. 
This is not enough. 

110. Another measure proposed by the socialist 
countries for strengthening international security has 
also been implemented; agreement has been reached 
on the Declaration of Principles of IIIteiXatiOllal Law 
concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation 
among States in accordance with the Charter of the 
United Nations [A/8082, pn~a. 81, and it is ready for 
adoption. 

111. It is generally recognized that the vital interests 
of the peoples demand that mankind should be rid of 
the arms race, which is a heavy burden on the peoples 
and increases the danger of war. 

112. However great the difficulties in the way of solv- 
ing this problem may be, we do not have a pessimistic 
approach. The Soviet Government firmly adheres to 
the view that disarmament is possible if States and 
Governments which are responsible for policy-making 
want it. The Soviet Union is ready-on a basis of recip- 
rocity, of course-to go as far as general and complete 
disarmament. This is our immutable position. We 
adopted it in the first years of the existence of the 
Soviet State, of Soviet power. We maintain it now. 

113. The Soviet Union is in favour of intensifying 
negotiations on general and complete disarmament, 
taking into account the progress made in the field of 
military technology and the fact that a number of agree- 
ments on the limitation of the nuclear arms race have 
been concluded-such as the Treaty banning nuclear 
weapon tests in three environments,7 the Treaty on 
Principles Governing the Activities of States in the 
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the 
Moon and Other Celestial Bodies [~~solutiorz 2222 
(XXZ)], the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons resolution 2373 (XXII)]---and also bearing 
in mind the experience of the negotiations that have 
taken place so far. Obligations relating to disarmament 
questions must, of course, be assumed by the maximum 
possible number of States; and, as regards nuclear 
disarmament, as we have frequently stressed, the 
participation of all nuclear Powers is an essential con- 
dition. 

114. One of the tasks to which the attention of States 
should be drawn once again at this session is to ensure 
that all States in the world accede to the Treaty on 
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons. 

115. While the Soviet Union regards genera1 and com- 
pltite disarmament as the ultimate goal, it is, as before, 
doing everything in its power with a view to achieving 
agreement on individual disarmament measures and 
on the limitation of the arms race. 

116. In addition to what has already been achieved 
in this field, there is now the draft treaty on the prohibi- 
tion Of the emplacement of nuclear weapons and other 

’ Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in 
Outer Space and unda Water. signed in Moscow on 5 August 1963. 

weapons of mass destruction on the sea-bed and the 
ocean floor and the subsoil thereof. An agreed dr& 
on this treaty has been submitted by the Committee 
on Disarmament,8 which has done useful work. The 
approval of this treaty here, and its subsequent sigm- 
ture by States, will be a positive act in internatio 
life. 

117. However, further progress towards measurez d 
actual disarmament is being stubbornly resisted b) 
forces w.hich are intensifying the arms race and tvhoti 
policies are having the effect of iron weights on I~?Z 
stand df certain countries in disarmament questions. 
Even now, these forces are trying to involve S&le$ 
in an increasingly wasteful and dangerous ri.~;~lr~, in 
the development and production of ever newer fc7 
of armaments. It is worth while to mention this o 
again from the rostrum of the present session of 
General Assembly. 

118. In the Soviet Government’s view, agreeme8m: 
should be reached in the immediate future on the ees~+ 
tion of the production-and on the destruction-4 
chemical and bacteriological weapons and chemie& 
and bacteriological means of waging war, this rnsg% 
dangerous kind of weapon of mass destruction. ‘There 
is hardly any need to dwell at length on the signifiuaw;c 
of the solution of this problem for the whole of mankid 

119. The military use of toxins, gases, bactcriu ;uvd 
similar chemical and bacteriological agents wits liw# 
ago condemned and stigmatized by peoples and SWC*. 
it was prohibited by the GenevaProtocol of 1925, H hwh 
has become a universally recognized rule of intcrati 
tional law. Why then should we reconcile ours&c< 
to the fact that these monstrous weapons are still &%n.g 
retained in the arsenals of States, that stockpifric ~4 
them are increasing, and that experiments we ?xrqg 
conducted in laboratories, under cover of secrecy v&% 
still more deadly types of chemical and bid 
weapons? 

120. It was with this in mind that the w&8+! 
countries introduced for consideration by :ti 
Assembly a draft international convention on the 
ject [A/8136]. One would like to hope that it \~i89 
considered with all due attention. 

121. The Soviet Union is proposing other rncal;eii~c% 
whose implementation would be a major step for%&& 
in the matter of disarmament. These include t hc t8im:. 
nation of foreign military bases on the territtrric;. Q$ 
other States, the creation of denuclearized zone% $8 
various parts of the world, and the discontinuatio% Q$ 
underground nuclear weapon tests. 

122. The Soviet Government is continuing bilaswd 
negotiations with the Government of the United %(&es 
of America on questions relating to the 1imitaliosPt & 
the strategic arms race. The next round OF I&&% 
negotiations is to begin in a few days’ time. The &rz! 
Government would like to express the hope that &I%+ 
will eventually lead to positive results, 
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123. One important sphere of United Nations 
activities is assistance to the struggle of peoples striving 
for the elimination of the remnants of colonialism, The 
peoples of many States represented in this hall, which 
have become independent during the past ten years, 
are aware of the importance for their victory of the 
anti-colonial decisions of the United Nations. 
However, even now the peoples of a number of ter- 
ritories, especially in Africa, are having to fight for 
their liberation from colonialist and racist oppression. 
It is the duty of the United Nations to help them in 
solving this problem. 

124. The United Nations has to its credit certain 
achievements in promoting social progress and in 
elaborating principles on urgent legal questions. 
Naturally, this work will go on. Our country will help 
towards its success. 

125. Much attention is being paid at the current ses- 
sion of the General Assembly and in other forums, 
to the problem of overcoming the economic backward- 
ness of the developing countries and, in this connexion, 
to the question of the Second United Nations Develop- 
m,ent Decade and the formulation of its strategy. In 
our view, the idea of formulating such a programme 
is in principle objectionable. In order to answer its 
purpose, the programm must provide for political, 
social and economic measures of a progressive nature. 

126. It is high time to rid the United Nations of the 
harmful accretions of the past. It is time to turn over 
the shameful page of interference by the United 
Nations in the internal affairs of the Korean people, 
to withdraw from South Korea all foreign forces 
deployed there under the United Nations flag, and to 
dissolve the notorious United Nations Commission for 
the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea. 

127. The United Nations is based on the principle 
of universality, and this is of profound significance. 
If we are guided by this principle-and a departure 
from it can only weaken the United Nations--there 
is no justification for the fact that the People’s Republic 
of China has hitherto been deprived of its legitimate 
place in the United Nations. The Soviet Union has 
advocated, and still advocates, the full restoration in 
the United Nations of the rights of the People’s Repub- 
lic of China-the only Power which can represent the 
Chinese people in the Security Council, the General 
Assembly, and the other organs of the United Nations. 

128. The United Nations was founded to save suc- 
ceeding generations from the scourge of war. Now 
already half the population of the Earth consists of 
people who were born after the end of the Second 
World War, after the founding of the United Nations, 
But the task of preventing war and consolidating peace 
is still as urgent as ever. 

129. The Soviet Union believes in the possibilities 
of the United Nations and in its ability to promote 
the consolidation of peace. 

130. We believe that the Security Council can be an 
effective instrument for ‘preventing and halting any 

: 

aggression, if all its Members and especially the major 
Powers-the permanent members of the Security 
Council-unite their efforts to that end. 

131. We believe that consideration of major interna- 
tional problems by the General Assembly can be of 
real benefit to the cause of peace. 

132. We believe that the Economic and Social Coun- 
cil can more effectively promote the economic and 
social progress of the peoples. 

133. We should like the mere mention of the 
International Court to be associated with real justice, 
with a high standard of international legality, and with 
objectivity. 

134. For all this, much has been done and is being 
done but much still remains to be done. The peoples 
expect from the United Nations more than it has been 
able to accomplish in 25 years, 

135. The States which united in the war against Fas- 
cist tyranny and barbarism called themselves the 
United Nations. This was the name they took for the 
new world Organization, and it imposes many obliga- 
tions. 

136. The Soviet Union, as one of the founders of 
the United Nations, approaches with a full sense of 
responsibility its obligations under the Charter of the 
United Nations; and it is firmly resolved, in co- 
operation with other States, to strive for the realization 
of the exalted purposes and principles of the United 
Nations. 

137. The PRESIDENT: I now give the floor to the 
Prime Minister of Japan, His Excellency Mr. Eisaku 
Sate, 

138. Mr. SATO:” It is my great privilege to extend, 
on behalf of the Government and people of Japan, 
my heartfelt felicitations on this occasion of the twenty- 
fifth anniversary of the founding of the United Nations. 
I am deeply gratified to have been given the opportunity 
personally to attend and to speak at this commemora- 
tive session, perhaps the most outstanding event of 
its kind to be held in the history of this world 
Organization. 

139. In the quarter of a century following the Second 
World War, we have witnessed great strides in world 
history. During this period the United Nations, 
responding to the fervent desire of humanity never 
again to become the victim of the ravages of general 
war, and sustained by the spirit of its founding and 
the unceasing efforts of many people, has made numer- . 
ous contributions towards international co-operation 
over a broad range, in the maintenance of international 
peace and security and decolonization, as well as in 
the economic, social and cultural fields. 

Q Mr. Sate spoke in Japanese, The English version of his statement 
was supplied by the delegation. 
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140. It is greatly to be regretted that the present inter- 
national environment has not, as yet, reached a stage 
where it would be possible to remove at their roots 
the causes of international disputes, and it is a fact 
that the United Nations, continuing to pursue its ardu- 
ous task in the midst of this environment, has experi- 
enced numerous disappointments’and frustrations. In 
spite of this, hqwever, unceasing efforts to strengthen 
its peace-keeping function have been made by many 
countries of the world. This fact is, I consider, an 
expression of the conviction of the peoples of the world 
that the principles and purposes of the United Nations 
Charter give full expression to the desire of humanity, 
and that the hopes of mankind, over the long term, 
rest upon fostering and sustaining the United Nations. 

141, My country’s Constitution, promulgated after 
the war that almpst destroyed us, reflects the resolve 
of our people never again to be visited by the horrors 
of war, and is a product of the spirit of the age in 
which the United Nations Charter was born. Con- 
sequently, the pacifism which forms its keynote is iden- 
tical in spirit to the Preamble of the United Nations 
Charter, In other words, the ideal of everlasting peace 
embodied in the United Nations Charter is in effect 
the wish of the Japanese people, and I am convinced 
that it is only under this precept that Japan’s prosperity 
and progress can be realized. It is significant that the 
theme of the present commemorative session is peace, 
justice and progress. In this sense, the Japanese people 
are deeply moved, as we look back over these 2.5 years 
during which, together with the United Nations, we 
have striven to defend freedom and dedicated ourselves 
to the cause of peace as a loyal member of the interna- 
tional community. 

142. My country hosted this year a world exposition 
based upon the theme of “Progress and harmony for 
mankind” with the participation of 77 countries. There 
was a time when Japan lay devastated from the effects 
of war and was faced with perhaps the most critical 
situation in its history. The fact that this same country 
was able to regenerate its national strength to the point 
of being able to hold a world exposition, an event of 
international significance, was due not only to the 
efforts of the Japanese people, but in great part to 
the fact that peace had been maintained for 25 years, 
together with the existence of international understand- 
ing and co-operation during this period, I should like 
to express my deep appreciation to the whole world. 

143.. Turning our attention to the present state of 
international affairs, we note with great regret that ten- 
sion still exists in various parts of the world, with armed 
conflicts frequently occurring in some areas. Especially 
in the Indo-China peninsula, warfare has been waged 
for a ntimber of years since the end of the Second 
World War. 

144. However, the recent peace proposal made by 
President Nixon is both comprehensive and concrete, 
and I should like to commend the courage and sincerity 
of President Nixon in making this proposal and to wel- 
come his initiative for peace, I sincerely hope that this 

proposal will lead to significant steps forward towar& 
a peaceful settlement and that true peace wjll b 
restored to the Indo-China peninsula at the earliest 
possible date. 

145. As to the conflicts among the peoples in 1 
Middle East, although a cease-fire has been realize 
through the efforts of the four Powers and the United 
Nations, and a ray of hope for a peaceful solution has 
begun to appear, the situation continues to give iis 
grave concern. It is my fervent wish that continued 
efforts will be made towards a peaceful settlemcne 
through negotiation. 

146. Maintenance of peace is the common desire OB 
all the nations of the world today. I believe that tk 
relaxation of all international tensions is of utmk~5b 
importance as a first step to attain lasting peace. 

147. In this connexion, I should like to take up the 
question of the so-called “divided States”, which co+ 
stitutes one of the major elements of internationu’l lit;‘~- 
sion. It is a problem that has occupied a high pl;gc 
at the centre of the East-West confrontation an~jl ip, 
has been one of the largest elements of uncer~tin~ 
standing in the way of peace between East and !$&a. 

148. While there has been a rapid evolution ofintpz 
tional events in the post-war era, the world cornmu 
has, so far, been unable to solve this extremely difL& 
problem which can be qualified as a tragedy of r& 
peoples involved. Three of the four “divided State’. 
situations of today’s world exist in Asia, two of rhcm, 
moreover, involving neighbours of my country. 1k tc 
natural, therefore, for Japan to be greatly concern& 
about this problem in view of its own security ~1% ‘b% & 
as the need for ensuring peace in Asia. 

149. Needless to say, each of these situations is k-a; 
complex, because each has a different historical b;~&- 
ground and the position which each of the two op~~+&z 
Governments occupies in the present interna&a 
community differs from one case to another. Hotr.e~.cr, 
in view of the supreme importance which mtta~ 
attached to the maintenance of peace, this is an in&mu. 
tional question which cannot be averted arid pa%+& 
by. I believe that for the international conmunil~ :s 
endeavour in all possible ways to contribute 
peaceful solution of this problem would, in 
amount to going back to the spirit of the founclil$ Q$ 
the United Nations. 

150. Certainly the use of force must absolutcI$ %z 
avoided to settle the question of “divided St;tteu’-. 
pite positions which one party or the other may C&Y 
to be non-negotiable, nevertheless the i ^ 
avoid the use offorce to achieve respective 
be clearly expressed. Many provisions of 
can serve as guidelines for the peaceful seltlerne~k ~26 
the problem. Peaceful competition may be cansidwez 
to be another means to peaceful settlement: Ihe $WQ 
sides of a “divided State”, instead of trying ia ~B”;F. 
whelm each other with force, may compete with c,ai& 
other in trying to make their respective polidca! aa: 
economic systems attractive, not only to the 1\” 
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under their respective jurisdictions but also to the 
people living on the other side. In any event, the solu- 
tion of the problem on the basis of mutual understand- 
ing is eminently to be desired to ensure lasting peace. 
The key to a peaceful settlement would be for talks 
to be initiated between opposing parties in full respect 
of the wishes of the citizens under their respective 
control. From this standpoint, I welcome and support 
the flexible approach taken by the Federal Republic 
of Germany in signing a treaty with the Soviet Union 
and in holding summit discussions with East Germany. 
I also welcome the initiative taken by President Park 
of the Republic of Korea in his appeal to the North. 
These are approaches placing priority on peaceful set- 
tlement over all other principles. 

151. Taking into account the fact that the question 
of “divided States” is one of the fundamental elements 
of instability in the world today, the responsibility of 
the two super-Powers is particularly great. 1 strongly 
hope that in this era of negotiation rather than confron- 
tation, the two Powers will attempt to deal with this 
problem from a new standpoint, putting aside all that 
has passed, and that they will promote peaceful settle- 
ment. It is hoped that the United Nations will also 
deal with this problem with wisdom and courage, taking 
into account the further development of the situation 
in each “divided State” question, and will try to create 
an international environment helpful to the peaceful 
settlement of the problems involved. 

152. The Japanese attitude towards peaceful settle- 
ment of problems which I described above is reflected 
in our policy towards territorial questions. After the 
Second World War Japan was faced with certain prob- 
lems concerning its territory. Of these, the reversion 
of administrative rights over the Ogasawara Islands, 
which had remained for long under United States 
administration after the war, has already been realized 
in an extremely smooth manner, while with respect 
to the Okinawa Islands, as a result of peaceful consulta- 
tions based on mutual understanding and confidence 
between Japan and the United States, reversion will 
take place in the course of 1972. On the other hand, 
the talks with the Soviet Union concerning the northern 
territories which are inherent to Japan have not made 
progress. This is the reason why no peace treaty has 
as yet been concluded between the two countries. 
However, relations between Japan and the Soviet 
Union have greatly improved since the resumption of 
Japan-Soviet diplomatic relationship in 1956, ?nd 
friendship based on good neighbour policy IS being 
deepened, I am convinced, therefore, that the remain- 
ing problem pending between Japan and the Soviet 
Union can be resolved amicably through peaceful 
negotiations based on mutual understanding and friend- 
ship thus fostered. I will endeavour to reach final settle- 
ment of this problem as soon as possible, conclude 
a peace treaty with the Soviet Union, establish genuine 
relations of friendship and amity between the two 
nations, and thus further contribute to the peace and 
stability of Asia. 

153. In order to promote wide international under- 
standing of our intentions I I should now like to outline 

the course Japan will follow in international society 
in the future, 

154. After a long period of isolation from the world, 
with little contact with foreign nations, we finally 
opened our country to the world about a century ago 
with the determination to establish friendly relations 
with other countries, and we embarked upon the mod- 
ernization of our economy. Japan was confronted with 
a number of immense difficulties in the course of its 
modernization, because of its scarce natural resources, 
a dense population, and because of the fact that it 
was a late comer among the advanced industrial 
countries. Since these difficulties were unique to Japan, 
our economic development could not entirely follow 
in the wake of the economi$ development of the 
advanced countries in Europe and America, although 
we learned a great deal from those countries. Japan, 
therefore, groped its own way towards modernization 
in conformity with its actual circumstances. This was 
a continuing process of trial and error. After the Second 
World War, Japan made the most of what it had learned 
from its earlier experiences, and concentrated its 
energies on the reconstruction of a peaceful economy. 
For the past 25 years, the Japanese people have been 
striving for recovery from devastation and extreme 
poverty, desirdus of occupying an honoured place in 
international society. As a result of our strenuous 
efforts, Japan’s economy has grown to the point where 
it occupies an important position in world economy 
in terms of its gross national product and its volume 
of trade. 

155. The future direction of the Japanese economy, 
which has grown so rapidly and has expanded to such 
an extent, is a most important problem for the Japanese 
people, and, I believe, it is also of considerable interest 
for the peoples of the world. World history has shown 
us that countries with great economic power were 
tempted to possess commensurate military forces. I 
should like, however, to make it clear that my country 
will use its economic power for the construction of 
world peace, and we have no intention whatever to 
use any major portion of our economic power for milit- 
ary purposes. It is the firm conviction of us, the Japan- 
ese people, based upon our invaluable historical 
experience, that only through the defense of freedom, 
adherence to peace and the promotion of the prosperity 
and peace of the world, will it be possible for us to 
ensure the security and prosperity of our own country. 

156. Therefore, I attach particular importance to 
peaceful economic co-operation with the developing 
countries. Needless to say, the stability of the world, 
particularly that of Asia, is of great concern to Japan. 
I am convinced, from our own experience, that this 
will be attained most effectively and appropriately 
when the economic and social development of the 
developing countries is promoted in ways that are best 
suited to their respective national situations. Japan will, 
therefore, make every effort to co-operate with the 
developing countries for their moderni&ation and inter- 
nationalization along lines which have the support of 
the peoples of individual developing countries. 



16 Genera1 Assembly - Twenty-fifth Session - Plenary Meetings 

157. The strategy for the solution of the north-south 
problems of development in the 1970s will be adopted 
during the commemorative session under the name of 
the Second United Nations Development Decade. In 
line with the basic policy that I have just stated the 
Government of Japan is determined to help the 
developing countries in a positive way to attain the 
goals and objectives proclaimed in the development 
strategy. 

158. Thus, the JapGnese Government has decided to 
make its best endeavours to attain by 1975 the target 
of 1 per cent of our gross national product as the total 
amount devoted to aid to the developing countries. 
The Japanese Government is also planning to put into 
effect the generalized scheme of preferences in favour 
of the developing countries during the first half of 1971, 

159. When we look at the problem of economic co- 
operation with the developing countries from a long- 
terin perspective, there is no doubt that the develop- 
ment of human resources is of the utmost importance. 
From this standpoint, I believe that Japan should inten- 
sify, with the understanding and co-operation of the 
developing countries, its aid in the form of investments 
in the educational field, such as the training of leaders 
in various fields and construction of schools in such 
countries. 

160. Convinced that mutual understanding among 
nations alone can form the basis for the progress of 
mankind, Japan is resolved to contribute to the lofty 
ideal that all the nations of the world, while maintaining 
their individual characters, will strive for the realization 
of one world. 

161. I wish to touch upon some of the problems which 
have emerged in the process of the remarkable scien- 
tific and technological development and industrializa- 
tion of our society. These problems are already being 
considered in the United Nations, and deserve increas- 
ing attention in the interest of the future well-being 
of mankind. 

162. Industrialization and the technological rev- 
olution, while bringing boundless benefits to the human 
race, have also given rise, as side effects, to the prob- 
lems of devastation of natural surroundings and human 
estrangement. As the Secretary-General has pointed 
out on various occasions, such problems as those con- 
cerning youth and children, education, and the human 
environment have come to the forefront of concern 
in many countries. For many years, I have been 
observing, with much interest and respect, the leading 
role of the United Nations in the field of social develop- 
ment aimed at solving these problems of our 
contemporary society. My country is no exception as 
we also aim at promoting social development, as one 
of the two main tasks of the 1970s along with interna- 
tional co-operation. In this connexion, I earnestly hope 
that the United Nations will attain good results from 
its activities in this field. 

163. The question of how to achieve harmony 
between industrialization and the quality of the human 

environment is no longer confined to some industrial(y 
advanced countries, but is one that is swiftly acquiring 
world-wide attention, The problem of pollution is par- 
ticularly significant and serious in Japan since it is one 
of the peculiarities of my country in the world of today 
that it is a highly integrated society built upon a con?- 
paratively small land area. 

164. In view of the geographical and social setting 
of Japan, my country has been dealing with the prob. 
lems of controlling the environment, bearing always 
in mind the long-term perspective for the over-all 
development of our land. Needless to say, it is indis- 
pensable for each nation to make its own effort to 
solve the problems of its environment. It is even more 
imperative and useful also in our efforts to solve such 
global problems, including the development of 
technology to deal with pollution, to consider then1 
as a matter of international co-operation through this 
world-wide organization, the United Nations. 

165. From this point of view, I welcome the fact that 
the United Nations has lost no time in taking up the 
matter positively and that the United Nations Confer- 
ence on the Human Environment is to be convened 
in 1972, Much preparatory work has already been under 
way leading to the Conference and I am confident that 
many outstanding achievements will result from this 
Conference, My country, for its part, will never fail 
to offer its full co-operation to the United Nations in 
carrying out its activities in this field. 

166. I am convinced that the hope that mankind 
placed upon the United Nations at its inception towards 
the realization of world peace is very much alive in 
the hearts of all the peoples of the world. In order 
that we should not extinguish but keep alive the f’limrt: 
which illuminates this hope, it is time for the entire 
world to return to the spirit that inspired the fotmciing 
of the world Organization and to renew our determina- 
tion to achieve a lasting peace. The Japanese peirpti! 
sincerely support the United Nations. In the name oB 
the Government and people of Japan I should like to 
reaffirm our resolve to extend our full co-operalion 
to the efforts of the United Nations to realize progress 
and harmony for mankind based on peace and justice. 

167. The PRESIDENT: I now call on the Deput) 
Prime Minister of New Zealand, His Excellency the 
Right Honourable J. R. Marshall. 

168. Mr. MARSHALL: When he returned from the 
San Francisco Conference, the leader of the New Zea- 
land delegation, the then Prime Minister, Mr. Peter 
Fraser, in reporting to Parliament, said: “The IUC~ 
has been I&d towards world peace . . . it is fur thir 
nations to say whether they will take it.” The question 
which we ask today, twenty-five years later, is: ho% 
far have we gone along that road? 

169. Sadly but inevitably there is no simple i\nstker. 
We cannot say that the United Nations has failed KY 
can we claim that all that was hoped for has t?ein 
achieved, but so much has been done for the bettermen 
of mankind that no one will say that we have labuurcii 
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in vain and no one has ever permanently withdrawn 
from our Organization. On the contrary, if the success 
of the Organization can be gauged by the desire to 
be in it, we have seen almost every. nation which has 
come to independence in the last 25 years applying 
for membership as one of its first and most significant 
acts of sovereignty. 

170. A New Zealand spokesman, a predecessor, Mr. 
President, of yours, Sir Leslie Munro, once observed 
that membership of the United Nations was “not a 
prize, not a reward, not an accolade” but a right of 
peace-loving States willing to accept the obligations 
of the Charter and able and willing to carry thetn out. 
The United Nations will not be complete until all 
nations, great and small, are in it together, but the 
ideal of universality should not be gained by weakening 
the obligations of membership. 

171. Rich and strong nations may be able to look 
after themselves but the small and weak must have 
the protection of collective security. The growth in 
membership has brought many changes in the 
Organization-changes in the parliamentary ‘balance, 
changes in procedure, changes in the focus of interest. 
At San Francisco, a few months before the end of 
the Second World War the balance between the mainte- 
nance of international peace and security and the pro- 
motion of economic and social justice was clearly seen 
and clearly set out in the Charter. That clear vision 
has been blurred with the passing years. 

172. It is true that on the side of good works much 
progress has been made since the first modest pro- 
gramme oftechnical assistance to the now wide-ranging 
United Nations Development Programme and to the 
related programmes of many agencies of our 
Qrganization. As we look back over 25 years we can 
say that every country is better off. The standard of 
living and the quality of life have improved everywhere, 
but faster in the rich countries where this improvement 
is less needed than it is in the small countris where 
it is needed most. A more systematic approach to this 
basic problem has begun with the establishment of the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
and the programme for the Development Decade, but 
progress is slow. This is one of the areas where we 
must do ,better in future. 

173. The provisions on human rights in the Charter 
of our Organization have been developed and expanded 
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and a 
number of subsequent important instruments. We have 
now got to the point where over the whole range of 
human rights relatively precise standards liave been 
laid down and the real issue now is to agree on ways 
and means of implementing them. As former colbnies 
and dependent Territories have become free and inde- 
pendent States, exercising their own jurisdiction, con- 
scious of past indignities and sensitive to the violation 
of human rights wherever it may occur, the interna- 
tional conscience has been sharpened. There has been 
a growing realization that in major denials of human 
rights, which breed antagonisms and deep resentments, 
there can lie the seeds of international discord as surely 

as in the clashes of economic rivalries and territorial 
ambitions. 

174. But the denial of human rights is felt and reacted 
against by people with greater urgency and with less 
restraint than by Governments, It is the greatest single 
cause of petition and protest-not only from dissenters 
but from all people of goodwill. Because of this ground 
swell of protest, serious and continued abuses at the 
national level have become a matter of legitimate con- 
cern at the international level. There has come about 
a new interpretation of the dbctrine of domestic 
jurisdiction. This is a substantial move beyond the 
practice of the Organization in its early years and 
perhaps even beyond what was clearly envisaged by 
the founders at San Francisco. 

175. So far as we are concerned this has been a 
healthy development, yet it is also true that for some 
Members it has been a difficult concession to make, 
If it is to be valid and viable, there is a need for the 
majority of Members to demonstrate-for example, by 
supporting the proposal for a United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights-that their concern 
is not limited to one aspect of human rights, or to 
one glaring case alone. 

176. New Zealand yields to no one in practising the 
principles of racial equality. Long before the United 
Nations was thought of we had and still have a commun- 
ity in which Europeans and Polynesians live together 
equally and harmoniously. We therefore oppose 
apartheid and we also oppose racial intolerance 
wherever it occurs. But in the realm of human rights 
we are also concerned with the liberal freedoms of 
thought and speech, of voting and dissent, which are 
still denied to many millions of people. Patience and 
tolerance are human qualities which have not always 
been in evidence in the pursuit of human rights. For 
our part we would rather build bridges than widen gaps. 

177. This progressive economic and social evolution 
should have aided the attainment of the first purpose 
stated in the Charter-the maintenance of international 
peace and security. But the record of the past 25 years 
gives us little ground for satisfaction and no ground 
for complacency, On the credit side we can say that 
humanity has so far avoided another world war and 
the ultimate disaster of nuclear suicide. The protracted 
efforts of the Organizatjon to bring about disarmament 
and the limited successes that have been achieved 
in restricting the testing of nuclear weapons have 
helped to fence the precipice. The United Nations has 
also played an effective role in keeping or restoring 
the peace in a number of international crises, 

178. But on the debit side there is, it seems to us, 
a growing tendency for the Security Council and the 
Assembly to become less rather than more involved 
in the great is&es of the day; to become less rather 
than more effective in their peace-keeping role; to be 
bypassed, in some cases, altogether; and, worst of all, 
to show reluctance even to discuss major issues 
legitimately brought before them. As a small country 
looking to the United Nations for promised collective 
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security my Government finds these trends particularly 
disturbing. 

179. At San Francisco, New Zealand tried in vain 
to secure agreement to a positive, unequivocal pledge 
to act against aggression wherever it might occur. The 
great Powers obtained a right of veto which has since 
been freely used to frustrate collective action. The 
General Assembly, it is true, through the exercise of 
the powers which New Zealand, with others, had 
worked to give it at San Francisco, may make, and 
on one notable occasion did make, recommendations 
that led to the United Nations intervening to stop 
aggression. But we still look in vain for the collective 
action which is both automatic and immediate. The 
lack of such a guarantee-which ought to be the great- 
est benefit of membership in the United Nations-has 
led in some instances to the development of regional 
arrangements for collective self-defence, and New Zea- 
land is a party to some of those. But such arrangements 
can only be regarded as second best. They do not 
detract from the over-riding authority of the Security 
Council for the maintenance of peace, nor do they 
impair the right of any State that considers itself the 
victim of aggression to appeal to the United Nations. 

180. There is no evidence that the great Powers will 
forgo the veto. But is it too much to hope that on 
the one issue of collective action by the United Nations 
against aggression there will be a greater disposition 
on the part of its membership to recognize an obligation 
to respond with constructive action? If this could be 
achieved it would add a new dimension and give new 
vitality to the United Nations. It would give new hope 
and solid security lo the small nations of which there 
are so many who are too often the victims and not 
the perpetrators of aggression, 

181. But before the point is reached at which an 
appeal for the Organization’s protection becomes 
necessary we should hope to see more frequent 
recourse to the procedures listed in Article 33 of the 
Charter. We should also hope to see more frequent 
use of the good offices of the Secretary-General. We 
should further hope to see, at all stages of a dispute, 
a greater readiness to allow the facts to be established 
and other third-party procedures to be employed. And, 
finally, when agreements have been reached, we should 
hope in appropriate circumstances to see a willingness 
on the part of the United Nations, on request, to carry 
out effective international supervisory functions. As 
a practical and present application of these functions, 
it is the hope of my Government, stated anew following 
President Nixon’s most recent peace proposals, that 
the United Nations can be associated in some way 
with arrangements that may be workecl out for interna- 
tional supervision of a peace settlement in Indo-China. 

182, What is common to these various aspirations 
is the element of objectivity. When the vital interests 
of a member or group of members are at stake we 
expect strenuous advocacy, but in every issue that 
comes before this Assembly and before the various 
Councils and Committees there must always be some, 
and often many, who are not directly affected and who 

can take a detached and dispassionate view, I believe 
this is less common than it used to be. Would not 
our achievements be greater, and would not the effec- 
tiveness of the Organization be vastly improved, if the 
standard of impartiality and cool judgement implicit 
in the Charter were applied more frequently here? 

I83. There are, no doubt, cogent reasons for this 
decline in objectivity; the play of great Power relation- 
ships, the growth of the group system, the existence 
of issues which arouse deep human emotions, the sheer 
pressure of innumerable items and the attendant torrent 
of paper. The mass of words which we redraft and 
qualify no longer compel or persuade. We give too 
much thought to the words we use and too little thought 
to the words that we might eliminate. We, find we 
have become the servants of our language rather than 
its master. We talk too much but we act too little. 
What is needed is the pragmatic, not the programmed, 
response. What we want is resolution, not resolutions. 

184. In spite of these shortcomings it is undeniable 
that much productive work has been done. In this 
review of 25 years we gratefully acknowledge all that 
has been achieved that has made our world a better 
place in which to live, a healthier world, a better 
educated world, a less hungry world. We recognize 
that much remains to be done, and for our part we 
pledge ourselves to make our contribution construc- 
tively in the future, as in the past. New problems and 
new responses are emerging, affecting the future OS 
the human race: conservation of the environment, pres- 
sure of population on resources, the rational exploita- 
tion of the deep sea-bed, a fairer distribution of the 
world’s wealth in the interests of all. In some of these 
areas viable solutions will be found only through a 
less rigid approach to questions of national sovereignty. 

185. The progress that can be made in solving these 
problems will be progress towards a better life for nil. 
It will be progress towards that co-operation which 
must, if there is to be a tolerable future for the genera- 
tions to come, supplant the state of uneasy coexistence 
which is typical of our time. In the Charter, which 
has stood the test of time, and the substance of which 
no one wishes to change, we have the firm founclalions 
for the comity of nations. In the Organization, which 
has the support of 127 of those nations, we have the 
framework for building a better world. In our declicated 
staff, led by the Secretary-General, to whom I pay 
my country’s tribute, we have the builders. 

186. It is for us, the Member States, to honour our 
obligations under the Charter, to ensure that the 
resources of the Organization are used to the full, and 
to support and encourage the Secretary-General ntld 
his staff. 

187. To that end, 1 bring from New Zealand the pledge 
of our continued dedication to the purposes and princi- 
ples of the United Nations. 

188. The PRESIDENT: I now give the floor to the 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and Special Rep- 



1877th meeting - 21 October 1970 19 

resentative of His Majesty the King of Saudi Arabia, 
His Excellency Alsayyed Omar Sakkaf. 

189. Mr, SAKKAF:lO In the name of God the merciful 
and compassionate, it is a great personal honour to 
stand on this rostrum as the personal representative 
of His Majesty King Faisal Bin Abdul Aziz, on the 
occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the United 
Nations, whose Charter His Majesty co-signed in San 
Francisco in 1945. 

190. Mr. President, at the same time it gives me great 
satisfaction to add my voice to those of my colleagues 
who preceded me on this rostrum and to join them, 
both on my behalf, and on behalf of the delegation 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, in conveying to you 
our best wishes upon your election as President of 
this commemorative session. We have no doubt that 
your high qualifications as a statesman and a jurist 
of the highest calibre will contribute to the success 
of this session and to the conduct of our deliberations 
in the best traditions of this Organization. 

191. My congratulations and my good wishes would 
be incomplete if I did not extol the great effort and 
significant role being played by our Secretary-General 
in safeguarding the principles of this great Organization 
ever since his appointment to his high post. 

192. It is now over a quarter of a century since the 
peoples of the world pinned their most fervent hopes 
on the United Nations, trusting that it would be the 
best instrument for solving conflicts, harmonizing 
national interests, safeguarding fundamental human 
rights, and ushering in a new era during which progress 
would be paramount and peace with justice would pre- 
vail, 

193. That is why the theme selected for this com- 
memorative session highlights the goal toward which 
man has endeavoured and aspired throughout the ages: 
namely, to achieve universal peace based on justice 
and bolstered by progress for the happiness and well- 
being of mankind. 

194. Therefore, it would be vain to extol peace if 
it is not based on justice. And it would be vain to 
extol progress unless it serves the yearning of humanity 
for a better world, which cannot come into being unless 
all forms of racial discrimination are eliminated. 

195. It would also be futile to speak of justice while 
there are millions of human beings in Asia and in Africa 
still suffering under the yoke of colonialism. 

196. Is it not high time, 25 years after the birth of 
the United Nations, that all peoples should enjoy free- 
dom and independence and rid themselves of the noose 
of colonial domination forever? Is it not high time for 
the big Powers to purge themselves of policies of 
spheres of influence? 

lo Mr. Sakkaf spoke in Arabic. The English version of his state- 
ment was supplied by the delegation. 

197. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is most seriously 
determined to achieve the ideals of peace, justice and 
progress. However, for reasons beyond its control, 
it finds itself strongly hampered and diverted from its 
goal because it happens to be located in a region that 
does not enjoy stability. 

198. We firmly believe that stability is the natural 
environment and the basic prerequisite for attaining 
peace, assuring justice and accomplishing progress. If 
we were to probe the reasons for this instability in 
an impartial and unbiased manner, it would not be 
difficult to find its inherent causes. 

199. It was most unfortunate that the Middle East 
in general and the Arab people in particular were seri- 
ously set back just as they were beginning to assume 
their full and proper role in modern history. I refer 
to the oppressive Zionist aggression, supported by 
tyrannical Powers, that resulted in the usurpation of 
a dear and cherished part of the Arab homeland and 
the consequent tragic dispersion of its inhabitants. 

200. It was a monstrous conspiracy to which I can 
find no parallel in history. If there were such a parallel 
I would cite it in order to save you, Mr. President, 
and my colleagues, the tedium of long debate. 
However, there is no precedent in the entire history 
of man for the situation created by the founding of 
Israel in the heart of the Arab world. 

201. Never before have a people been so brutally 
uprooted from their homeland to make room for a con- 
glomeration of peoples hailing from the four corners 
of the earth. It is the first time in history that we 
witness a people not only ousted from their homeland 
by force, but in addition denied the most fundamental 
of human rights, a people deprived entirely of the rights 
to enjoy peace, justice and progress. I can hardly find 
the appropriate words to express the extent of our 
deep concern over the sufferings of our Palestinian 
brothers. And my Government will spare no effort to 
do all in its power so that they may regain their usurped 
rights. 

202. My Government has declared time and again, 
from this rostrum, that Zionism is an aggressive, expan- 
sionist and racial movement that is basically in conflict 
with all the lofty ideals of mankind and which con- 
stitutes a continuous danger to world peace. 

203. There will never be peace or stability in the Mid- 
dle East until the plight of the people of Palestine is 
justly and equitably resolved, and those who play with 
fire in our region must realize that their actions affect 
not only the Middle East but the entire cause of world 
peace. We have had occasion in the past to forewarn 
of the folly of hasty action taken without due regard 
to basic right and justice. None of our previous warn- 
ings were heeded. 

204, His Majesty King Faisal, in his historic speech 
delivered on 26 November 1947 [125th meeting], on 
the eve of the infamous resolution on the partition Of 
Palestine, declared: 
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“Today should not be considered as Palestine 
Day. In fact, it is United Nations Day. It is the day 
when either justice or tyranny will prevail. It is the 
day when either right or wrong will be upheld. 

“Remember that in the preamble of the Charter 
you have pledged before God and history that you 
would stand firm against the aggressor and direct 
your effort to establish world peace and international 
security. Is not what is being attempted today in 
Palestine a case of flagrant aggression? Is it not tyran- 
nical that an international organization is intervening 
to partition a country in order to present a part of 
it to the aggressor?” 

205. His Majesty had foresight and wisdom while 
others were too blinded by ulterior motives to heed 
words of both truth and justice. All we wish for, this 
time, is that history will not repeat itself and that our 
warnings will not fall on deaf ears. 

206. Peace, justice and progress are great ideals, the 
achievement of which requires collective efforts and 
intense perseverance both inside and outside the 
United Nations. This explains the fact that despite our 
concern with the problems besetting our region we 
have contributed positively and constructively on the 
international level to the achievement of peace, with 
justice, and co-operation with friendly States for the 
sake of progress. 

207. It is a source of pride and joy for me to point 
to the numerous State visits undertaken by the 
Sovereign of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, His Majesty 
King Faisal Bin Abdul Aziz, to Islamic and friendly 
countries around the world, sparing no effort in his 
call for Islamic solidarity in the cause of peace, justice 
and progress. I am pleased to recall to this Assembly 
how His Majesty’s effort has borne fruit. The Islamic 
countries convened a conference of their Heads of 
State in September 1969 in Rabat, capital of Morocco, 
which condemned the tragedy of the burning of the 
Al-Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem. 

208. That Conference was followed by the Islamic 
Conference of Foreign Ministers which was convened 
in March 1970 in Saudi Arabia” and which decided 
to establish an Islamic Secretariat-General which will 
have its temporary headquarters in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia, until the liberation of Jerusalem. 

209. His Excellency, Tunku Abdul Rahman, former 
Prime Minister of Malaysia, has been elected 
Secretary-General, and we are looking forward to the 
forthcoming Conference of the Islamic Foreign Minis- 
ters to be held in Karachi, Pakistan, next December. 
We wish them every success in drawing up a charter 
that will be in conformity with the spirit of Article 
52 of the United Nations Charter, 

210. I also wish to assure you that the Islamic 
Secretariat-General will co-operate with, and support, 
the basic tenet of the United Nations, to safeguard 
-international security based on justice and equity. 

I’ Held in Jeddah from 23 to 25 March 1970. 

211.. Those of my colleagues who preceded me tended 
to review the work of this Organization in an attempt 
to appraise its achievements during the last quarter 
of a century. We are of the opinion that this appraisal 
is a form of self-justification since the endeavours of 
the United Nations are on the record and are part of 
history. Our long experience as a founder Member has 
convinced us that the United Nations has been success- 
ful when its Members adhered strictly both to the text 
and spirit of the Charter of the United Nations, On 
the other hand, success has eluded them when they 
put their own narrow national interests ahead of the 
commonwealth of the Organization. 

212. His Majesty King Faisal Bin Abdul Aziz, speak- 
ing in San Francisco in 194.5 at the Conference on Inter- 
national Organization said: 

“Once and for all, let us put an end to selfishness, 
greed, persecution, tyranny and oppression. Let this 
Charter be the solid foundation upon which we shall 
build our new and better world.“i2 

213. I can hardly find better words than those uttered 
by His Majesty 25 years ago to bring my speech to 
an end. 

214. May God Almighty lead us to the right path, 
purge our hearts of selfishness and greed, and give 
us the strength and wisdom to uphold peace, justice 
and progress. 

215. The PRESIDENT: There will now be one 
speaker in exercise of his right of reply. May I remind 
him-and possible other speakers-that at the last 
meeting when we discussed rights of reply the President 
proposed that there should be a time-limit of 10 minutes 
for such speeches. He also mentioned to representa- 
tives that we have a full debate on the Middle East 
next week. 

216. I now call on the representative of the United 
Arab Republic. 

217. Mr. EL-ZAYYAT (United Arab Republic): I do 
not think that I shall speak for more than 10 minutes. 

218. The presence of distinguished Heads of States 
and Governments in our Assembly this year is a 
symbol, a symbol of rededication to the principles of 
the Charter and of recommitment to our decision to 
live by those principles. Our Assembly would surely 
have welcomed hearing such a rededication and recom- 
mitment from the Prime Minister of Israel when she 
spoke this morning. What my delegation was able to 
discern, however, was a policy which is built on deter- 
mination to live, not by the Charter, but by the power 
politics which dominated our world before the Charter. 
What I was able to understand was something to this 
effect: we have fought, we have conquered, we have 
occupied lands and there we are going to stay until 

we can get the surrender for which we have fought 
and make the diktats to which we are entitled by virtue 
of our victory, by virtue of our power. 
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219. The Assembly is repeatedly called upon to avoid 
discussing the situation in the Middle East. Not only 
in the speech of the Prime Minister of Israel but again 
in today’s newspapers we have noted a warning to 
this Assembly by the Foreign Minister of Israel that 
if there is a debate on the Middle East in the United 
Nations General Assembly Israel will not be bound 
by any resolution that the Assembly might adopt. Con- 
trary to all the resolutions adopted not only by the 
Assembly but also by the Security Council-resolu- 
tions which established machinery for their imple- 
mentation-in several places in Mrs. Meir’s speech 
we ,were asked to enter into direct contacts, direct 
talks, into surrender talks with the Power occupying 
our land. 

220. For example, she said that the question: “will 
be resolved only in the measure that the people of 
the Middle East succeed or fail in making peace among 
themselves and by themselves, without hindrance or 
intervention of any outside Power” [187&h meeting, 
pn~+a. 871. I might add that perhaps that includes 
Ambassador Jarring. 

221. That is the first point. The second point concerns 
the Security Council resolution itself and what came 
out of it or was built on it-that is, the so-called Ameri- 
can initiative in the summer of 1970. The American 
initiative in 1970 asked precisely for these indirect talks 
with Ambassador Jarring, which we heard Mrs. Meir 
in her speech repeatedly refusing. It also asked for 
a limited cease-fire, a 90-day cease-fire, which ends 
on 5 November-next month. 

222. On that Mrs. Meir had this to say: “The 1967 
Security Council cease-fire resolution, unanimously 
adopted and accepted by all parties, is not limited in 
time and is unconditional.” [Ibid., yarn. 92.)She went 
on to say: “I hereby announce on behalf of the Govern- 
ment of Israel that we are prepared to continue the 
present cease-fire without a time-limit.” [Ibid.] 

223. Perhaps without even the benefit of translators 
the Assembly can read this again and see the statement 
that, “I hereby announce on behalf of the Government 
of Israel that we are prepared to continue our occupa- 
tion of three Member States-Egypt, Syria and 
Jordan-without a time-limit”. If, first they refuse 
direct talks through Ambassador Jarring and, second, 
they refuse this time-limit for a cease-fire-and these 
were, as I have said, the cardinal points in the American 
initiative-I invite our colleagues from the United 
States delegation to reconsider whether or not Israel 
did indeed accept the American initiative at any time. 

224. The third point is this: the Israelis say they have 
lost their trust in us. Somehow I feel flattered. We 
never have trusted them. They say that they have lost 
their trust in us so apparently they trusted us for some 
time and have lost that trust. We have never trusted 
them. The reason is very simple: they have this record 
of broken promises and broken conventions. Mrs. Meir 
said: “let me recall the sad record of broken covenants 
in the MiddleEast”[ibid., parn, 89j. 

225. For us, this sad record of broken promises reads 
as follows: 1949, Israel broke a commitment solemnly 
undertaken by it before its admission to the United 
Nations to implement the resolution about Palestinian 
refugees; 1949, Israel weut back on its signature of 
the Lausanne Protocols signed by it and the Arab States 
through the United Nations Conciliation Commission, 
Furthermore, there is a standing request by the delega- 
tion of Morocco to the Security Council for a list of 
the number of times between 1950 and 1956 when the 
Armistice Agreement between Israel and the surround- 
ing countries was broken. That request, if my memory 
does not fail me, is still unanswered, but we can all 
see for ourselves how many times Israel has been con- 
demned for its violation of those agreements. 

226. To continue the recital of this sad record of 
broken promises: in 1955 there was the famous attack 
on Gaza; in 1956, the famous participation in the Suez 
War; in 1956, the famous declaration by the Prime 
Minister of Israel that the Armistice Agreement 
between Israel and Egypt was dead and buried. In 
1967 there was the attack on three States; in 1967, 
the breaking of the cease-fire ordered by the United 
Nations through the famous attack on the Suez Canal 
and the oil complex in Suez; in 1970-and so forth 
and so on. Again, I say that we feel flattered because 
they say they have lost confidence in us. We never 
had any in them and will not have any in the foreseeable 
future. 

227. Because we have no confidence we are asking 
for the shelter of the United Nations, but because they 
have no confidence they are asking to treat with us 

directly. I cannot understand that. I can understand 
that if I do not trust someone, I try to live-with him 
under the shelter of the Charter of the United Nations. 

228. I now come to my fourth and last point. We 
are told that if we leave everything as it is, if we do 
not disturb this Assembly with ugly things such as 
quarrels between nations, such as issues of war and 
peace, then everything will be all right. That is what 
is said in this Assembly, but what is said in Israel 
is something different. What is said in Israel is this: 
Mr, Dayan, the day before yesterday, apparently after 
the Prime Minister had left, said-and I am paraphras- 
ing from the Hebrew radio broadcast-“we have until 
now said that while we are fighting the Arabs we do 
not want other soldiers, other men, to fight with US 
and for us; but now that the Soviets are on the other 
bank of the Canal we do need and must seek the pre- 
sence of American men fighting for us in this part of 
the world”, Indeed, Mr. Goldberg once said that that 
would have to be the case if there was any intervention. 

229. Now, if that is the situation, I submit that it 
is not a situation that is going to lead to peace; I submit 
that silence is not going to make quiet diplomacy 
operate; I submit that this silence may in the end prove 
to be the silence before the tempest, the silence of 
the grave. 

230. Mr. President, as you have just said, there is 
an item on our agenda “The situation in the Middle 
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East”. It is the intention of the Foreign Minister of our whole thesis without disturbing this 
the United Arab Republic, to address this Assembly tive session any more. 
on that item Monday morning, with your permission. 
Then, and only then, will we have the time to set forth The meeting rose at 6.15 p.m. 


