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10. The Secretary-General, whose position 'enable~him to' .
perceive the risks that threaten. mankind, has just proposed

9. It would not be right for me to confme myself solely to
the negative~sideof United Nations affairs. This Assembly
can and must respond positively to many causes of concern.
There is, of course, a group of new items which, 1ffeet'S~ly

because they are new, may lead to beneficIal arrangements:
the use of q.uter space for peaceful purposes; the estab
lishment of nuclear-free zones; the reservation ~f the
se~-bed for the benefit of developing countries, including
those that have no coastlines.

7. The war in Viet-Nam must be brought to an end as soon
as possible, without sacrificing t4e peoples who aspire to
govern themselves. In the ~ddle: East we have to take as
.our starting point the existence orIsrael as usovereign State
recognized by the world community and a Memboer of our
Organization. Any independent nation has the right to
protect its se1curity, but from our own historical ex.pe!i.~l!ce

we firmly maintain the principle that conquest gives no
rights.

6. My country can contribute little to the solution of
these major problems, but it has taken a firm and consistent
position in defence of the principles that inspire the Charter
and uphold the right of peoples to freedom and justice.

5. It will soon be twenty-five years since the founding of
the United Nations; ten years since the Declaration against
colonialism [resolution lJ.14 (XV)],. the Second United
Nations Development Decade is soon to begin; Human
Rights Year has been celebrated, and another )'~ar is to be
dedicated to education. Noble and beautiful promises-yet
nuclear weapons still proliferate and men die in Viet-Nam,
in the Middle East and in Biafra. There are leaders v/ho
export revolutions, and racial hatred discriminates against
th.e child in school.
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8. We are agaiIist all forms of colonialism. We are in favour
of the ob"servance of human rights throughout the world.
We consider that the First United Nations Development
Decade has been a disappointment, and we hope that the
Second will be backed by a more generous attitude on the
part of the indus~rialized countries, so that the growth of
the developing countries may p~ss from the phase of noble
sentiments to the achievement of specific objec~ives which
will make -it possible to narrow the gap dividing the great
Powers from th~ small countries. The Second Development
Decade, therefore, entails a great responsibility for the
United, Nations and confronts its various organs and
agencie~ with a, cast-iron .9il~mma; to wike. PI0~~S or

"',perish. "0
0' - ' "
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General debate (continued)

1. Mr. MEDEIROS QUEREJAZU (Bolivia) (translated
from Spanish): Madam President, I do not wish merely to
congratulate you on your election as a matter of form, but
rather to recall something of the spirit of hope and vitality
which you expressed in your introductory address, espec
ially when you said that the United Nations is:
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Agenda item 9:
General debate (continuetl '

Speech by Mr. M". v~ \It' rejazu (Bolivia) 1
Speech by U Mat.H.,: ~:" ....lSultma) ..•...•........ 3

3. The conquest of space, travel to the moon, the probes
sent out to Mars and Venus are triumphs for technology
and hence for human intelligence. Yet, how little man has
achieved for himself! How small he seems when he'"looks
into his own soul and realizes the weakness of the moral
forces which sustain him and the narrowness of the limits
gf his power on earth! The formulas for social balance
have not yet made their appearance) and this century
knows no elixir of well-being or happiness. It is useless to
stimulate the yearning for the infinite w4ile man, like this
planet on which he dwells, remains hopeless and alone.

4. It will soon be twenty-five years since the United
Nations came into being as a promise of peace and hope for
the peoples who once ~vercame the destructive power of
nazism. The United Nations was not, however, conceived to
enhance man's glory and pride, but to serve him, to bring a
little light into the darkness of poverty and ignorance.
Where, then lies the hidden source of the blight which is
spoiling the frUit of so many illusions?

" ... the best means of international co-operation that
mankind has had at his disposal since the beginning of his
history and we have to nurse it and cherish and cultivate
it, or else we shall one day perish and not even the moon
or the ,Knowledge of space will save us." [1753rd meeting,
para.50.J '

2. It is likewise my duty to convey to the representative of
Guatemala my Government's condolen.ces on the premature
death of its distinguished Foreign Minister, Emilio Are
nales, who so skilfully guided the deliberations of ~he

twenty-third session of this Assembly.
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19. It is gratifying· to record the assistance BoHvia has
received from the United Nations in this regard ID.'1d the
work done by the various missions that have been sent to
my country. It is equally a source of satisfaction to note
that the agend~ of the present Assembly session includes
matters in which the Organizatiion is doing fruitful work,
namely housing, building and planning; a review of the
World Food Programme; the elimination of all forms of
religious and racial intolerance; freedom of information; the
United Nations Children's Fund; and the promotion and
defence of human rights.

20. From this lofty rostrum it is right to applaud any
contri,bution to peace and'· solidarity among nations. It is
therefore fitting to stress the work of the Organization of
American States and what it represents as a regional
arrangement within the meaning of Article 52 of the
Charter. Barely two months ago a conflict that had arisen
between El Salvador and Honduras brought the regional
machinery into play. The meeting of Consultation of
Ministers of Foreign Affairs2 succeeded in restoring peace

1 Consensus of Viiia del Mar (Chile), approved by the Special
Commission on Latin American Co-ordination which met at Viiia
del Mar from 15 to 17 May 1969.

2 Held at Washington, D.C., on 26 February 1969.

16. In May of this year the Latin American nations
approved the Consensus of Vifia del Mar,1 a document
which summarizes the position taken by that part of the
world in regard to international co-operation. ~t is an
expression of the collective personality of peoples who
share a common tradition and destiny but are weighed
do~ by the shackles that hinder their development. We are
convinced that nothing can take the place of our own
efforts. However, they are not enough in themselves, and to
some extent they depend on the co-operation of the
international community, especially of the industrial
Powers which possess the technical and fmancial means to
bring about progress.

17. There is yet another postulate that must be repeated
here: economic development cannot be an end ill itself. It
would lack foresight if it did not include the concept of
social development. Indeed, there would be little value in
stimulating the growth of national wealth unless it secured
a better standard of liVing for the world's population and
enabled it to enjoy the benefits of civilization and culture.

18. In the light of these reflections, it is not easy tc;
understand why the United Nations has still not reached
agreement on the drafting of a declaration on social
development. It must be recognized, however, that this
Organization is constantly concerned with social. questions,
especially with those that relate to land reform and the
participation of the people in development. Bolivia, in
point of fact, is one of the countries which fifteen years ago
put into effect a plan of land reform that has turned the
peasant into a land-owner and freed him from his serfdom.
Having achieved these objectives, we must now look to
rural development, and to that end a fmancial, administra
tive and technical corporation has been established.

"A, concerted~ and c.oncentrate,d effort during this
Disarmament Decade to limit and reduce nuclear and
other weapons of massive destruction, to reduce con
ventional weapons "md to deal with all the related
problems of disarmanlent and security, could produce
concrete, measurable progress towards general and com
plete disarmament by the end of the decade of the
seventies." {Aj7601 jAdd.l, para. 43.J

15. Within this process of subregional integration Bolivia
has, ~owever, persisted in its view that this process cannot

13. In Latin America development is closely linked to
integration. Its goals seem to be necessarily bound up with
the establishment of economic units within a broader
market, balanced and harmonious economic growth, the
formation of industries designed to complement one
another, a common ~xternal tariff system and the joint use
of internal and external fmancial resources, as well as with
the planning of the infrastructure and the increased
productivity, of the agricultural sector.

12. Nor are the results of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) encouraging. Many
countries have received with bitterness the recent confes
sion of the Trade and Development Board to the effect that
it had made very little progress in its contn.bution to the
strategy for the Second Decade. We are still far from
implementing th~ decisions adopted by UNCTAD at New
Delhi in 1968, and now there is a growing prospect of
fu_rther frustration for a world divided between hunger,
despair and illiteracy.

14. The Latin American Free Trade Association (LAFTA),
conceived originally as a mechatiism for freeing trade within
the area, is gradually evolVing into a common market, and
in the course of this year we have established, within the
framework of LAFTA, the SUbregional Integration Agree
ment, which brings together Bolivia, Colombia, Chile,
ECllador and Peru in an up-to-date attempt to overcome the
isolation of countries with small populations and potential
wealth.

2 General Assembly - Twenty-fourth Session - Plenary Meetings

11. This would, moreover, coincide with the United
Nations Second Development Decade, and no perspicacity
is needed to recognir..e that the two programmes are
parallel. If the resources which now serve to maintain the
arms race could be diverted to development instead,
mankind would have fulfilled a mission, not only of peace,
but al~o of progress and happiness. Tne Secretary-General,
U Thant, has rightly said that development is the long, slow
road that leads to peace. This is not just a phrase inspired
by the disappointments or hopes of a hundred peoples in
pursuit of well-being. There can, be no doubt that a
sustained effort to promote economic co-operation and
investment is impossible unless the resource& now being
earmarked for arms manufacture are released and chan
nelled elsewhere. Proof of that lies in the experience of the
United Nations and in the meagre results of the many
measures approved by this Assembly, such KS the giving of
voluntary contributions to the Capital Development Fund
and the Industrial Development Organization.

'that we devote a decade to disarmament starting in 1970. be a substitute for its claim to have its own sovereign exit
His programme is simple and, at the same time, practical: to the Pacific Ocean, a claim that combines the need and

the right to solve a problem which restricts its development
prospects and freedom to communicate with the world~

j.
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between the two peoples, while at the same time reaffirm- 26. I should also like to take this opportunity to express
ing the validity of two principles essential to int(:rnational our sense of bereavement on the passing-away of Dr. Emilio
coexistence: the one which proscribes the use of force in Arenales of Guatemala, who gave his distinguished services
disputes between States, and the other which relates to the to the General Assembly as President of the twenty-third
dignity of the human person and the rule of a universal session.
moral law.
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29. I wish to refer briefly to the developments regarding
Viet-Nam. We welcome the current peace talks, and are
hopeful that they will pave the way to a future of their own
choosing for the Viet-Namese people, free from an e'Xt'e'mal
interference. However, after a year of these talks hardly any
progress seems to have been achieved. Meanwhile untold
suffering and unbearable trials and tribulations have be
come almost a normal state of affairs for our fellow Asians
in Viet-Nam, both in ,the north and in the south. ,The
delegation of Bunna considers it immoral to persist. in
taking adamant stands and holding to stubborn attitudes
while innocent citizens, including children, women and the
aged, are being subjected to indiscriminate bombing and
brutal shelling. We honestly believe that a good part of the ' ,

28. Political, economic and social structural changes which
would ensure the rights and safeguard the interests of the
vast majority of their peoples are -necessary in order to
establish a sound national basis for unity, stability, peace
and progress. Our own experience in Burma, where we have
made far-reaching changes, is that they have facilitate~ the
establishment of a political and social system best suited to
our own deep-rooted culture and long-standing traditions,
customs and mores. There are still many parts of the world
where national difficulties invite external transgression.
Indeed, my delegation has been led into tlUnking aloud on .,
this matter because, like other delegations assembled from
Asia, we are well aware of the agony attendant, in some of
the countries in our part of the world, on ·situations
occasionally beset with unseen protagonists and almost
'always with unresolved national issues.

27. We are as~embled here at a time when the patterns of
relationship between individuals a~ well as groups of
nations, and within the groups thew..selves, are undergoing
significant changes, and the General Assembly mirrors
today the many moods of the world community. The
tendency of the major Powers, in recent years, to avoid
direct confrontation with each other and to have recourse
to negotiation inste~~ is a welcome. development. H~wever,
even when the poliCies of the major Powers complement
rather than confront each other, it would be ~kell to
remember that there are, nevertheless, ot.lter confrontations
between peoples struggling for their political, economic and
social independence against the forces of neo-colonialism
and of various forms of foreign domination. Neo-colonial
ism frequently resorts to power politics, subversive activi
ties and interference in the internal affairs of other nations,
thereby violating the principles and purposes of the Charter
of the United Nations and endangering the political and
economic independence, as well as the territorial integrity,
of many independent nations. In the opinion of my
delegation, small but independent-minded &tates exposed to
these dangers would find a refuge and a remedy in the
realization of the neet to reform and sometimes even to
revolutionize the sor.ial sy:;tems and structures inherit,ed
from their colonial past which provided opport\lnities for
advancement only for the restricted few while neglecting
the rights of the vast majority. - .
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24. Bolivia believes in these principles and is convinced
that, through them, understanding and co-operation among
nations will become a reality ftlled with promise.

21. To those prindples, wmch form the framework of the
United Nations, there must be added the principle of
non-intervention, which denounces those who export revo
lution and foment subversion and hatred in other countries.
As everyone knows, Bolivia has been the subject of a
certain amount of international notoriety which we did not
seek llnd do not wish to see repeated-notoriety caused by
just such foreign intervention, the only result of which was
the death of Bolivian citizens, some as victims of violence
and others because they were deGeived by the seductive talk
of foreign agents.

22. Furthermore, the sterility and futility of such methods
is obvious. Bolivia has a' democracy which, without being
perfect, ensures respect for human dignity, guarantees
freedom of expression, and establishes the people's vote as
the source of political power. In recent years, moreover,
substantial reforms have been initiated, giving the people
control'over their own destinies, allowing a fair distribution
of intemal income and enabling the country's wealth to be
exploited in the national interest and for the common
good. This reality cannot be destroyed either by scheming
guerrillas, I)y urban terrorism or by the preaching ofhatred
and anarch,'!.

23. In concluding this statement I should not wish to leave
an impression of scepticism. I believe that it is everyone's
duty to strengthen our will to act and to work unceasingly
for the ideals that inspire and motivate the United Nations.
It has been suggested recently that the time has come to
revise the Charter, perhaps with the idea that the years'that
have passed since the San Francisco Conference have
brought fundamental changes in the international order.
This is not a crisis of principles, however, but rather one of
action. It is clear that the Charter sums up the aspirations
that history and civilization have succeeded in defining and
formulating for the welfare of man and the progress of
peoples. All that is lacking is the will to live in peace and
freedom, to practice tolerance, to uphold justice and to
respect the wort.h of the hun::an person.

25. U MAUNG LWIN (Burma): It is my privilege to
extend to you, Madam President, the cordial ana: sincere
congratulations of the delegation of Burma, and my own
personally, on your election as President of the General
Assembly of the United Nations at its twenty-fourth
session. The delegation of Burma is contldem- t..~at your
wide experience in the affairs of the international com
munity, and the special perspective which you will doubt
less bring to bear on the problems that lie ahead of the
General Assembly, will be instrumental in guiding it along
constructive channels so that the deliberations at this year's
session will prove to be a positive step forward in the true
interests of international harmony and international co-op
eration.
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"... No nation can feel at peace with itself no! with the
world unless general and complete disarmament becomes
a reality. To those nations who have nuclear potential as
to those who have nuclear capability, it mu~t be. obvious,
as it is to us here in this historic city of Moscow which
has witnessed the signature of the partial nuclear test ban
Treaty, that nuclear capability, if it decreases the areas of
international understanding and heightens international
anxiety, is in the end futile and self-defeating."

39. On the question of the preservation of the sea-bed and
ocean floor beyond the limits of national jUrisdiction for
peaceful purposes exclusively, the delegation of Burma
reiterates its view that it is essential that the armaments
race should not be further extended to any new sphere or
element. Given the pace of modern technological develop
ment it is extremely urgent that agreement be reached
which will preclude activities of a military nature from the
sea-bed and ocean floor. A parallel need, and an almost

37. I should like to refer here to the subject of disarma
ment with which the issues of war and peace in the world
today are closely linked. We consider that the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons [resolution
2373 (XXII)) is only one side of the coin of nuclear
disarmament, and to preserve the peace of the world it is
not sufficient merely to ensure that those nations at present
without a nuclear capability should never acquire that
capability. It would be infinitely more meaningful if
today's nuclear-weapon Powers, as a positive action towards
dismantling their own nuclear arsenals~ took at least the
essential first step nf limiting their nuclear weaponry. The
world has been looking forward expectantly io the day
when the United States and the Soviet Union will com
mence their bilateral discussion on the limitation and
reduction of strategic nuclear weapons. It is hoped that
agreement will also be reached on the banning of under
ground nuclear tests, and that a comprehensive test ban will
put an end to the trend towards sophistication in nuclear
weapons.

Gener~ Assembly - Twenty-fourth Session - Plenary Meetings

great Powers involved in the strife, we sincerely hope that the United Nations and
Powers primarily concerned will continue in their efforts to
avert the eruption of another devastating conflict. The
delegation of Burma, like a great many other delegations,
considers that the basis for a peaceful settlement has been
established in resolution 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967,
adopted unanimously by the Security Council. Even if the
implementation of the pro~sions of the resolution has so
far proved difficult, the delegation of Burma would like to
think that the parties to the conflic~ are not unaware of the
need for reaching an early settlement in the interest of each
and every nation in the area, or of the fact that the
bitterness of the continuing conflict ensures that any
advantagt:l accruing from military action will only be of a
temporary nature.

"Unfortunately, ours is a world in which opposing
power-blocs still J exist, and newly independent underde
veloped countries are often affected by conflicts between
such power-blocs, much to their detriment. The Union of
Burma has all along tried her best to steer clear of such
conflicts and to maintain and develop friendly relations
with all countries;"

4

responsbility lies with the
affairs of these countries.

30. In the Kingdom of Laos, our neighbouring State, there
have been disquieting reports of more outside interventions
and bigger milita:\y operations. This has to be stopped
before the situation becomes worse. I should like to quote
our Head of State, General Ne Win, who, in welcoming His
Majesty the King of Laos to Rangoon in 1963, stated:

31. On behalf of my Government I hereby reiterate what
our Head' of State said some six years ago: we shall steer
clear of conflicts between power blocs and shall maintain
and develop friendly relations with all countries.

32. If I may recapitulate post-war power politics: in the
immediate aftermath of World War 11, the world lay
prostrate at the feet of victorious Powers. In their erro
neous concept of security through building milit~ry blocs
they sought client States and the world was Virtually
divided into two big camps. The bipolarization process
went on at an accelerated pace and small Statei3 found
themselves at the mercy of thr. super~Powers.

33. Only ~e ino:ependent-minded and the self-reliant
refused to yield and in spite of all difficulties struggled to
maintain. their independent status. The policy of non-align
ment' once held in some quarters to be synonymous with
immorality, now has proved to be correct. By strictly
following the non-alignment policy, Burma has contributed
towards upholding the principles of the United Nations.

36. Regarding the Middle East situation, which has dis
turbed us profoundly by its persistent violence and bitter

38. The delegation of Burma is hopeful, therefore, like
other delegations assembled here, that the two major
nuclear-weapon Powers wilt renew their initial impetus

34. We are now in the age of polycentrism. Super-Powers, towards bilateral discussions and assert sufficient political
in spite of their immense strength and power, find will to ensure that those discussions·will be fruitful. With
themselves helpless in prOViding solutions to problems in your peHnission, Madam President, I should like to quote
which they are directly or indirectly involved. They fmd it here from the address made by the Head of State of the
extremely difficult, if not impossible, to extricate them- Union of Burm.a in Moscow in 1965:
selves from the morass they are in. They have, for example, -,
found it very difficult to get out of Viet-Nam. If there is
one supreme lesson to be learnt from a generation of
post-war politics it is that interference in the affairs of
other nations is detrimental to peace-keeping, and also to
peace-building, if you will, in this troubled world. There is
ample evidence that it is easier to get in than out of a
politico-military involvement.

35. I have dwelt at some length on the relationship
between major Powers and the rest of the world-and for
good reason. Even when we are faced with the most
challenging problems, problems that have so far defied all
solution, there are at presenf some discordant voices,
impervious to current international realities, calling for
more interference and intervention on the part of certain
big Powers in the affairs of small countries.
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equally urgent one if the advances of science and technol
ogy in the field a,re not to be utilized for the benefit of a
small group of countries but for all nations, is the successful
formulation of principles which will regulate the exploita
tion of the resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor in
the interest of all mankind. All natipns, including the
developing countries which do not yet have the technical
competence to undertake exploitative activity, should share
in the benefits derived from the exploitation of the
resources of the sea-bed and the ocean floor beyond the
limits of national jUrisdiction.

40. I should like t ~ take this opportunity to compliment
the Secretary-General on his report entitled Chemical and
Bacteriological (Biological) Weapons and the Effects of
their Possible Use. 3 The prospect of chemical and biological
warfare has not claimed the same attention, nor produced
the same degree of fear and horror, as has the prospect of
nuclear warfare, but its more insidious nature, its easier
production and utilization, and the possibility of its
longer-lasting effects, all make it a prime subject for a
co-ordinated effort at international control. It is essential,
as the Secretary-General has urged, "to make a clear
affirmation that the prohibition contained in the Geneva
Protocol" of 1925 '"applies to the use in war of all
chemical, bacteriological and biological agents (including
tear-gas and other harassing agents), which now exist or
wh;ch may be developed in the future".4

41. In tb.e effort to maintain intact the fragile fabric of
international peace, one of the essentials, without which
the international community labours under a severe handi
cap, is universality of membership in the United Nations
and the specialized agencies. Tho effectiveness of the
United Nations all an instrument of international peac~

could be enhanced, and the goodwill and co-operation of all
nations C( ..1 be better assured, if there were universality of
memberslup.. However, till today the People's Republic of
China, the wm.-Id's most populous nation, continues to be
excluded from its rightful seat among the membership of
the United Nations. The delegation of Burm~ wishes to
reiterate its view that discussions of world problems would
be more realistic if the People's Republic of China were to
be a party to them as a Member of the United Nations.

42. The delegation of Burma regrets that much time must
necessarily be spent at each session of the General
Assembly considering ways to combat the twin ~vils of
colonialism and racial discriminlitioh. However anachronis
tic those practices may appear to be, they nevertheless still
persist and even flourish in certain parts of the world. The
part played by the Republic of South Africa in nurturing
colonialism and racialism in southern Africa is a sorry one,
and concerning Namibia, particularly, South Africa's ac
tions are especially disturbing, since it continues to chal
lenge and flout openly the authority of the United Nations
itself. The people of Namibia continue to be deprived of
their right to self-determination and independence, and,
instead, find themselves incorporated more and more into
the system of apartheid. It is essential, therefore, that the
Republic of South Africa be effectively deterred from the
course it is now taking over Namibia.

3 United Nations publication, Sales No.: E.69.I.24.
41bid., p.xii, para. 2.
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43. That there should be not merely a prevalence but an
expansion of the policy of racial discrimination in southern
Africa is a matter of increasing concern to the great
majority of the nations of the world, which believe in the
essential worth and dignity of the human person. It is a
disquieting thought that the expansion of racialist policies
in the area can only result in the most violent racial
conflict, and that the conflict will only be resolved in
brutality and tragedy. In such a situation the delegation of
Burma considers that, if further tragedy is to be avoided,
developments in southern Africa call for timely action on
the part of the permanent members of the Security
Council.

44. I should like, at this point, to refer to the problems of
economic development, for the solution of which both
national and international effort and resources have been
applied increasingly within recent times. The First United
Nations Development Decade launched by the General
Assembly in 1961 is rapidly coming to a close. Yet the pace
of economic and social progress in the developing countries
has been greatly disappointing, and it is apparent that
neither of the two goals set by the General Assembly is
likely to be as fully achieved as had been envisa~ed. The
disappointment concerning the First Development Decade
has been ascribed mainly to the lack of an international
strategy, and an attempt has been made to remedy this lack
for the Second Development Decade.

45. The delegation of Burma is, however, of the view that,
the availability or lack of such ~ development strateID'
notwithstanding, the development goals of the international
community cannot be ~ch1eve& ~thout the requisite
political will on the r?rt of 'botl1 developed and developing
countries. Th~ delegation of .Burma holds finrily to the View
that the most important part of the strategy that may be
formulated. should be the creation of a two-way political
will as between developing and developed countries. I
should like to present the thought that the most effective
way of helping to create the requisite political will among
the developed countries would be to demonstrate beyond
any doubt the sincerity and intensity of the desire of the
developing countries to place primary reliance on their own
strength and resources. The developed nations, for their
part, should expect no political or material returns from the
developing countries for the assistance and co-operation
which they may be prepared to extend to help achieve the
objectives of the Second Development Decade.

46. Some representatives have commented, both at the
previous session and at this session of the Assembly, on-the-;..~

prevalence of discriminatory practices in' international' ",
trade. We believe such practices to be very detrimen~.;U ,to
world trade in general, and to the developing countries in
particular, and that it is essential to do away with such
discrimination and restrictions in order to close the gap
between the developed and the developing countries. Some
developing countries are still dependent upon a single-crop
economy, and since it takes a considerable time to diversify
their economy, the developed countries could help close
that gap by doing away with all trade discrimination during
this process of diversification. Although aid could be of
some help, we believe that trade witho.ut discrimination
could be of immense value in the process of development.
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47. The United Nations will complete the twenty·fifth
year of its existence next year. If any special sanctity
should be attached to the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
Organization, it should perhaps be because it serves to
signal the hour when Member nations may wish to pause, in
the words of the Secretary-General, for a

H ••• rdlection and stock-taking in the middle of our
long pilgrimage for con~olidation of the progress already
made by our Organization and, fmally, for renewed
dedication of the ideals we set out to attain twenty-five
years ago at San Francisco".5

5 From the statement made by the Secretary-General at the first
meeting of the Preparatory Committee for the Twenty-fifth
Anniversary of the United Nations.

Litho in United Nations, New York
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48. With increasing age some of the lustre may have been
lost from L1.e ideals that were set at San Francisco, but it is
the view of the delegation of Burma that we should neither
despair at this loss nor yet cynically accept, in the name of
realism, some of the failures attendant on the a~tivities of
the Organization. A renewed determination by all nations
to practise more consistently the principles enshrined in the
Charter would surely be the most effective rededication by
the membership to the ideals set out at San Francisco.

49. The PRESIDENT: May I take this opportunity to
thank the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of Bolivia and
Burma for the compliments which they have paid me.

The meeting rose at 4.05 p.m.
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