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General debate (continued)

President: Mr. Emilio ARENALES (Guatemala).

6. In the view of the Government of Iraq, the primary
cause of tension and conflict in the Middle East during the
past twenty years has been, first, the failure to find a just
solution to the Palestine question which would guarantee
the inalienable right of self-determination of the people of
Palestine to live in sovereign freedom and peace in their
ancestral homeland; and second, the pursuance by Israel of
aggressive and expansionist policies at the expense of the
Arabs. If we really want to reduce tension in the area, we
should never lose sight of the fact that we are dealing with
the right of the Arab people of Palestine to survive as a
distinct and homogeneous national community. A great
deal has been said in the last year and a half about innocent
passage through international waterways, about secure
boundaries, about belligerency, territorial expansion by
military force, negotiations, direct and indirect, and about
what is called the crisis in the Middle East and the conflict
between Israel and the Arab States. But not much has been
heard about the people of Palestine, whose tragic fate is at
the root of all the problems besetting our area. For can we
forget that all those problems were created as a result of the
onslaught of Zionism against the people of I'destine?
Nothing will be settled, and nothi'1g will endure, u-~til and
unless the consequences and implkations of that aggression
are recognized and fearlessly deal· with.

7. The one solid unalterable fact which will always live in
the conscience of the Arab nation and inqeed of world
opinion is the refusal of the people of Palestine to disappear
as a distinct national Arab entity and their determination to
stay alive whatever the cost.

8. In addition to the provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations and the principle of international law , Iraq's
foreign policy derives its inspiration from the unshakable
belief of our people in the right of the people of Palestine
to live as part of the Arab nation. Iraq will spare no effort
and will employ all available means inside this Organization
as well as outside it to render assistance to the people of
Palestine in its struggle to uphold and exercise that right.
For over twenty years, the people of Palestine have been
cajoled, intimidated and subjected to all kinds of pressures
and temptations to give up their claim to their homeland;
but they resisted and will continue to resist however great
are the sacrifices.

9. The people of Palestine have been the victims of an
unparalleled racist colonial invasion. ]n their struggle to
regain their rights and recover their lost freedom and
usurped homeland, they are entitled to the understanding,
sympathy and support of the other peoples of the world,
especially those which only recently emerged from colonial
rule.

10. During the general debate last year, there was virtual
unanimity in upholding the Charter principles relating to
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4. We welcome in our midst the new independent African
State of Swaziland, and we extend to its people and
Government our best wishes.

3. We also wish to take this opportunity to express our
admiration and support to the Secretary-General for his
untiring efforts in the cause of peace.

2. I wish also to pay a tribute to Mr. Corneliu Manescu,
the outgoing President, who conducted the work of the
twenty-second session of the Assembly with great ability
and distinction.

In the absence of the President, Mr. Vakil (Iran),
Vice-President, took the Chair.

5. Once again we meet in an atmosphere filled with
anxiety and foreboding. The sombre circumstances that
prevailed at the opening of the previous session have
become even darker and more ominous. As the Secretary
General said in the introduction to his annual report:

"In the period under review, I regret to have to report
that little progress, if any, has been recorded towards the
growth of international order based on law and justice"
fA/7201/Add.1, para. 174j.

He further said that the deterioration of the international
situation "has continued throughout the past year".,{Ibid.,
para.] j. And nowhere has that deterioration been more
evident than in the Middle East.

Agenda item 9:
General debate (continued)

Speech by Mr. Al-Shaikhly (Iraq)
Speech by Mr. Budo (Albania)

1. Mr. AL·SHAIKHLY (Iraq): 1 It gives me great pleasure
to join the previous speakers in extending to Mr. Arenales,
from this rostrum ,our sincere congratulations on his
election to the Presidency of the General Assembly at its
twenty-third session. His election is a high tribute to his
country and a recognition of his high qualities as a
statesman.

1 Mr. AI-Shaikhly spoke in Arabic. The English version of his
statement was supplied by the delegation.

1 AjPV.l69 1



2

11. Not satisfied with the crimes committed in the
occupied territories, Israel has c.xtended its aggression to
the Arab people of Jordan. During the past year, Israel has
been twice condemned by the Security Council for wanton
and unprovoked large-scale military attacks on many areas
in Jordan. In the Suez Canal region, Israel has mercilessly
bombarded the densely populated cities of Suez and
Ismailia and has wilfully and arbitrarily obstructed all
efforts to reopen the Suez Canal to international shipping
and commerce. Israel's behaviour during this past year is
further proof of its lack of respect for the principles of
international law and its utter disregard of the Charter. It
also confirms Israel's refusal to evacuate occupied Arab
territory and its intention to annex those territories or at
least to maintain indefinitely its control over them. The
United Nations is thus again faced with a most serious
challenge to one of the fundamental principles of the
Charter, namely, the territorial integrity of States and the
inadmissibility ofterritorial expansion by force. Failure to
deal with this challenge will inevitably weaken faith and
erode confidence in the Organization. The United Nations
must demonstrate that its principles are applicable to all
without discrimination, even though such an impartial
application may not be to the liking of one of the great
Powers.

12. I would not be revealing anything new if I said that
Israel would not have dared to commit all those aggressive
acts and would not have continued to violate all principles
of international morality if it had not been sustained by its
unholy alliance with the United States, which still ignores
its responsibility as a permanent member of the Security
Council to respect the Charter and uphold the principles of
international justice. It is ready to sacrifice all these
principles for reasons which I need not elucidate, since they
are known to all those who are aware of the role played by

2 See Final Act ofthe International Conference on Human Rights,
United Nations publication, Sales No. E.68.XIV.2.
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13. The decision of the United States Government, an
nounced two days ago, to open negotiations with Israel for
the sale of offensive super~onic Phantom jets provides
incontrovertible proof of the complete bias of United
States policy in Israel's favour. This latest act of blatant
favouritism will not fail to encourage Israel to continue its
aggressive expansionist policy.

14. The Secretary-General in the introduction to his
annual report last year stated the following:

"There is the immediate and urgently challenging issue
of the withdrawal of the armed forces of Israel from the
territory of neighbouring Arab States occupied during the
recent war. There is near unanimity on this issue, in
principle, because everyone agrees that there should be no
territorial gains by military conquest. It would, in my
view, lead to disastrous consequences if the United
Nations were to abandon or compromise this funda
mental principle".3

This statement has lost none of its timeliness and signifi
cance today. The passage of time has not diminished its
pertinence and urgency. More than ever, it provides the
only guideline for action by the international community.

1S. The situation which confronts the United Nations at
present was not brought about by fortuitous circumstances
but resulted inevitably from a comprehensive Israeli plan of
action with well-defined political, strategic and territorial
objectives. This is no longer a matter of opinion or
conjecture. The declarations of the Israeli leaders and
indeed their action with regard to Jerusalem, Gaza and the
West Bank of the Jordan leave no room for doubt as to
their real intentions. In the face of this blatantly expan
sionist design, there can be no retreat and no compromise.
There can be no settlement, not even the beginning of a
rational discussion of the underlying causes, before uncon
ditional withdrawal from every inch of Arab territory is
effected. Ultimately, the road to peace in the Middle East
lies in the non-partisan study of the merits of the case, in
the objective appraisal of the contributing factors, in the
rigorous examination of former policies and the intellectual
ability to distinguish cause from effect, the symptoms from
the disease. And all this must be done on the basis of a
balanced ami compassionate sense of justice and not on the
basis of the glib explanations uttered by Mr. Eban which, I
am sure, any fair-minded person will repudiate with the
scorn they deserve.

16. It is indeed strange that Mr. Eban should come before
this Assembly and speak of peace, justice and respect for

o the United Nations Charter. World public opinion can no
longer be easily deceived by Zionist propaganda which,
despite its influence and recognized competence, is unable
to conceal the crimes which have been and still are being
committed by Israel in the occupied territories.

3 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-second
Session, Supplement No. lA (A/6701/Add.l), para. 47.
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26. One of the few tangible successes in this past year has
been in the field of disarmament. The conclusion of the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons [see
resolution 23 7 3 (XXII)] after years of complex and
arduous negotiation is an achievement of historic propor
tions and is undoubtedly the most important single
development since the dawn of the nuclear age. My country
has already signed the Treaty and it is our fervent hope that
all nations will do likewise, especially those without whose

25. In our Arab homeland, colonialism still persists and
the struggle of our people continues, in order to eliminate
the last vestiges of colonial rule. The question of Oman has
been inscribed on the agenda of this session and will be
discussed in its proper context as a colonial problem. My
country will spare no effort until the last remnant of
imperialism and foreign hegemony in the Arab homeland
has been liquidated.

24. Portugal's desperate efforts to maintain a foothold in
Africa will no doubt crumble before the mighty tide of
African nationalism. All Members of the United Nations,
particularly those with special relations with Portugal, must
shoulder their responsibilities in helping to bring about the
speedy liquidation of the Portuguese colonial empire in
Africa. South Africa continues to defy the United Nations
and world opinion by its illegal occupation of.Namibia and
by its apartheid policies. My Government will do everytPJng
in its power to alleviate the suffering of the victims of
apartheid and will support any action ta!;.en by the United
Nations to ensure the compliance of the South African
Government with the numerous resolutions adopted by the
General Assembly in this regard. The refusal of South
Africa to accept General Assembly resolution 2145 (XXI)
terminating its Mandate over Namibia constitutes a threat
to international peace and security and a serious chaHenge
to the authority of the Organization. Effective remedial
action is now necessary and should not be de!~yed.

23. Turning to the continent of Africa, we continue to
deplore the unwillingness of the British Government to take
resolute action to put an end to the rebellious and illegal
regime of the racist minority in Rhodesia. It is quite clear
that the half-hearted measures so far taken have not created
any impression on that regime and have given no relief to
the oppressed African majority. It is far from certain
whether mandatory sanctions, however comprehensive they
may be, are sufficient to deal with the problem. My
delegation fully supports the African States in their demand
that force be used to put an end to tne racist minority rule
in Rhodesia.

22. An issue which cannot be altogether divorced from the
situation in Asia is the representation of China in the
United Nations. Our position on this question is clear, and
we shall continue to support the restoration of the rights of
the People's Republic of China in the Organization and
welcome all initiatives to end the present anomalous
situation.
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17. Any objective appraisal of the present situation must 21. The Paris discussions have not yielded any results, and
recognize that one party has been the victim of aggression. are not likely to until th~ United States ceases its bombing
The aggressor and the victim cannot be put on the same of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. Any peaceful
level. The perpetuation of the present situation not only settlement of the conflict will have to be in accordance
undermines fundamental Charter principles but will plunge with the 1954 Geneva Agreements.
the whole region into a general conflagration with incal
culable consequences. If the present state of vacillation,
apathy and deference to the aggressor continues, then the
Arab nations, which has placed its confidence in this
Organization, will have no alternative but to employ all
means available to it in order to liberate the territories now
under Israel's occupation.

18. Before concluding this part of my statement, I wish to
refer to the situation in Jerusalem. The illegal and arbitrary
measures taken by Israel to annex the city and its
continued desecration of Muslim and Christian holy places
have been universally condemnea. The ultimate aim of
Israel's policy is the destruction, through deliberate neglect
and misuse, of the historic Christian and Muslim landmarks
of the Holy City, the confiscation of the properties of its
inhabitants, and the obliteration of its unique character as a
focal point of three great religions. Israel has disregarded
the resolutions of the General Assembly calling on it to
rescind the measures taken to annex the city and the
adjacent areas. The Assembly has twice declared those
measures to be invalid. In view of Israel's persistent refusal
to implement these resolutions, the Security Council
adopted last May resolution 252 (1968) by which it
affirmed the Assembly resolutions, deplored Israel's failure
to comply with them, and considered that a,lllegislative and
administrative measures which tended to change the legal
status of Jerusalem were invalid and could not change that
status. In view of Israel's open and continued defiance, the
resolute insistence on the implementation of these resolu
tions on Jerusalem is a matter of the highest importance
and urgency.

19. In Asia, the people of Viet-Nam are victims of a
vicious imperialist aggression. The United States, a
permanent member of the Security Council, is employing
its vast military power to humiliate and subdue a nation
whose resistance has become a symbol for the struggle ~{

peoples everywhere against oppression. We are confident
that the people of Viet-Nam will be victorious in their
battle against United States aggression which has trans
formed their country into a testing ground for new
weapons for mass destruction.

20. We in the Arab world, who have been the victims of
aggression, for which the United States must bear a large
share of responsibility, are firmly convinced that no power
on earth, however great its armies and means of mass
destruction, can overcome the struggle of peoples to attain
their legitimate rights. The United States aggression in
Viet-Nam and the Israeli aggression against the people of
Palestine and the neighbouring Arab countries are both the
result of the pursuit of narrow, selfish interests at the
expense of others. The people of Iraq, who have fought
hard to liberate themselves from colonial rule, support the
heroic struggle of the people of Viet-Nam for freedom and
progress. The Republic of Iraq joins with others all over the
world in demanding the immediate and unconditional
cessation of bombing of the Democratic Republic of
Viet-Nam as a prerequisite for settling the conflict and
restoring peace to the area.

'I
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40. Why then, Mr. Secretary-General, did you deem it
necessary to make your proposal before the opening of the

37. Even here in this Assembly ~ gentlemen, you American
imperialists and Soviet revisionists only appear to be in the
majority, whereas we have the hearts of all democratic
patriots who are devoted to the great cause of the people.
We fight for living hearts; you may take the corpses.

38, The Secretary-General, U Thant, proposed in the
introduction to his annual report [A/7201/Add.l] that the
so-called Big Four should meet to settle the question of
peace and other questions. Everyone, including the Secre
tary-General, is entitled to submit proposals. Nevertheless,
we reject this inadequate proposal of his, made on the very
eve of the opening of this session of the General Assembly.

39. We ask the Secretary-General: what has more value,
the meeting of the General Assembly or the meeting of four
of its members? Why has this Assembly met? Surely we
are gathered here to consider and settle the major inter
national issues; and surely this Assembly is capable of
bringing to book two or three Powers which have flouted it
an.d set at naught the rights of the peoples.

36. You, gentlemen, you American imperialists and Soviet
revisionists: you are well aware that the words of the
representative of a small nation do not fall on deaf ears in
this Assembly, and still less outside it, among the peoples of
the world; because what we say here is said by hundreds
upon hundreds of millions of people on all continents with
whom we are irresistibly united against you.

35. Revolution is forging ahead and no force can stop it.
Neither the Glassboro talks and deals, nor any future
meetings and deals between the imperialist and revisionist
leaders, nor their secret or overt plans can improve their
situation. Whatever they '~ay wish or do, the tide will flow
against them and in favour of the peoples and their freedom
and true independence. The imperialists and revisionists can
expect only further resounding and conclusive defeats.
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30. Mr. BUDO (Albania) (translated from French): Allow
me first to convey to the President the congratulations of
the delegation of the People's Republic of Albania on the
occasion of his election to the Presidency of this session of
the General Assembly.

28. The first United Nations Development Decade, which
will be ending soon, has been a serious disappointment. In
launching a new development decade, we must learn from
the experiences of the last ten years. A far more realistic
appraisal of the needs and available resources is necessary if
we are to avoid the disappointments of the present
Development Decade.

27. In the economic and social field, there has been a most
discouraging lack of progress. The second session of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development held
in New Delhi in February and March 1968 has revealed the
deep schism which still divides the developing and the
developed countries and many of the fundamental issues of
world trade remain unresolved.

31. For many years the General Assembly has been faced
at each of its sessions with new acts of aggression
perpetrated against freedom-loving peoples and countries
by the imperialists and their accomplices as part of their
policy of oppressing and subjugating the peoples.

General Assembly - Twenty-third Session - Plenary .Meetings
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signature and ratification the Treaty will ne'ver become a 34. The international situation is nevertheless developing
living reality. There is of course a great deal more to be in favour of the liberation of the peoples and of revolution.
done in the field of disarmament. A comprehensive test-ban The imperialist world headed by American imperialism, and
treaty is urgently needed. The problem of increasing modem revisionism headed by the new imperialism of
nuclear stockpiles must be faced. The far-reaching recent -Soviet revisionism, are passing through a radical political,
developments in offensive missile technology and anti- economic and military crisis. These two countries claim to
missile systems have increased both the dangers and be world super-Powers and attempt to intimidate the world
challenges and underlined the urgent need to take effective and its peoples with their weapons, their economic strength
action on the international level. and their intrigues. Bu.t they are rotten to the core, because

the decisive force in the world is the peoples, and the
peoples are against them. They have rebelled, they will
rebel and will strike each day with greater violence against
this handful of bloodthirsty pirates and arch-blackmailers.
This is proved by the struggles for freedom waged on all
continents: these do not and never will subside. Some of
them seem stifled, but flare up again more violently than
before. This is proved by the strikes and struggles of
workers and peasants in all capitalist countries. It is
confirmed by the assault of young people and students
throughout the world, fearlessly and relentlessly attacking
the rotten capitalist citadel on all sides in continuous waves.
It is confirmed by the uprisings of the Negro revolutionaries
within the citadel of American imperialism.

32. In addition to the aggression perpetrated for many
years by the American imperialists against the people of
Viet-Nam, a new act of armed aggression was committed
last year in the Middle East: the imperialist American-Israel
aggression against the Arab countries, in which the new
imperialists of the Soviet Union acted as the main ac
complices.

29. Twenty-three years have passed since the United
Nations came into being, but the great hopes and expecta
tions which accompanied its birt"'. have not been fulfilled.
Much greater efforts are therefore needed to put into effect
and translate into living reality the lofty principles of the
Charter so that we may secure a better life for our peoples
and bequeath to succeeding generations a world of peace,
justice and prosperity.

33. A few weeks ago yet another act of armed aggre:;sion
was committed against Czechoslovakia by the Soviet
imperialists and their lackeys of the Warsaw Pact organiza
tion with the complicity of the American imperialists.
Nowadays, when one of the two great Powers directly
commits an act of criminal aggression, the other is its
accomplice, and vice versa. The facts show that, in the
schemes of the two great Powers, the unilateral occupation
of given areas by each party should follow and offset that
of the other after a certain interval.
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General Assembly and so give the impression that every
thing depended on four and not on 125 members of the
Organization? Do you not think that the activities of the
two major Powers in the General Assembly, in the Security
Council, in the corridors, at Camp David and at Glassboro
are already doing enough harm to the Assembly and the
peoples?

41. We should agree with you if you spoke frankly from
this rostrum and told the Americans to leave Viet-Nam and
the Soviets to leave Czechoslovakia; if you said to the Israel
aggressors "Clear out of the occupied Arab territories! "
and to the American and Soviet imperialists "Clear out of
your aggressive land and naval bases in foreign countries! "

42. You may claim that it is unseemly.for diplomats to
use such language. But, American and Soviet guns, planes
and tanks do not speak diplomatic language. I am con
vinced of one thing: that our brothers the Burmese people,
whom we love and respect, speak as we do on this matter.

43. We who are gathered here as the representatives of our
States call ourselves the United Nations; but in fact we are
divided, not united.

44. All of us here are entitled under the Charter to speak
for as long as we wish, when we wish and how we wish. But
this is only a seeming, since many democratic and patriotic
representatives from various countries say one thing when
their hearts say another. This is not their fault; it is not that
they lack courage or strong democratic and anti-imperialist
convictions; it is because they are under shameless pressure
from the imperialists and revisionists.

45. The United States imperialists and the Soviet imperial
ist revisionists dominate the "United Nations"; they
dominate its stage and corridors not only in this Hall but on
every floor of this glass palace and wherever this Organiza
tion is active.

46. The representatives of the people and of the States
speak here: they suggest and criticize; they condemn
aggression against people and discuss problems vital to
mankind. But the two imperialist Powers and their ac
complices in crime lay down the law here and try, though
vainly, to impose their barbarous laws outside the Organiza
tion, on the peoples of the world.

47. The General Assembly has heard the statement made
by Dean Rusk, [A/PV,1677j the representative of blood
thirsty American imperialism-a statement which can
~eceive no one. He defends the subjugation of the peoples
and the atrocious imperialist wars of plunder; his policy is
based on blackmail and the threat of a third world war; he
proposes only to join the Soviet revisionists in dividing the
world into spheres of influence and preparing a third world
war, to be waged along with the Soviet Union against the
People's Republic of China and other peace-loving sovereign
peoples. To Czechoslovakia, he made only a perfunctory
reference, to which Gromyko, the Foreign Minister of the
Soviet Union and his accomplice in these sinister machina
tions, did not even deign to reply.

48. But what did Gromyko say? His statement was
described as "very moderate" by the imperialist American

press, and as "conciliatory" by the world capitalist press.
He too defended the imperialist policy of the Sol'iet
revisionists, their aggression, their oppression and subjuga
tion of peoples, the Soviet-American counter-revolutionary
conspiracy, the sharing of spheres of influence, and world
domination by the two Powers.

49. Of course they inevitably finished on the same note:
they must strengthen their alliances and pacify their
respective partners in NATO and the Warsaw Pact. They
must create among their bands of accomplices the impres
sion that the Soviet-American alliance is strong, lead them
to believe that their safety depends entirely on grea.ter
submission to the United States of America and to the
Soviet Union, and persuade them that their real danger is
revolution, the national liberation struggles of the peoples,
the peoples' vast democratic masses, the mighty world
proletariat and the glorious China of Mao Tse-tung with its
700 million inhabitants.

50. Gromyko, both before and after delivering his state
ment, met Rusk, talked with him and sat at table with him
like a brother and a friend. What this counter-revolutionary
in fact said to us here in this Assembly, with extreme
effrontery, was more or less this: "Go ahead and make
speeches in this Hall; we two, Rusk and I, make our
decisions elsewhere". But we in this Hall say to Rusk and
Gromyko that very few put any trust in their words and
that, although they may make their decisions elsewhere, the
revolutionary peoples of the world will bring their plans to
naught. The people will win, socialism will triumph, and
imperialism and revisionism will be defeated and destroyed.

51. The imperialists and revisionists churn out their
pompous phrases about peace, democracy, and a world free
of weapons and wars. Our duty is to raise our voice high
and make all honest people of the world understand that
the American imperialists and the Soviet revisionists are
preparing a third world war and to that end are waging and
will continue to wage small-scale wars.

52. Peoples of the world, we must be on the alert! Either
we must accept the heavy yoke of the new fascists, or we
must prepare to struggle against them. The people of
Albania have struggled for centuries against political and
social servitude. They are armed, they are prepared to rep~l

any aggression blow for blow, and they will overcome every
aggressor.

53. Every nation is aware of its duty and knows how it
must act in the face of this threatening situation. But we
are convinced that the peoples will not let themselves be
deceived by the imperialists and revisionists who, already
armed to the teeth, go on arming themselves while they
say: "Lay down your arms, for we will defend you," In
other words, "Become our slaves because we will defend
your freedom, your independence and your sovereignty".
That means, put your head in the lion's mouth.

54. Typical in this respect is the statement made by the
representative of Czechoslovakia [A/PV.1682j -that
talented, democratic and progressive country, martyred by
new invaders who are despicably and crudely laying down
the law, not only in Czechoslovakia but also here in this
Hall. The Czechoslovak representative came to this rostrum
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and, concealing his true feelings, spoke the language of the revisionists who dominate the organization of the Pact. It is
invaders and tried to convince us that we shpuld not speak a consequence of the ideological and political degeneracy of
of rights, freedom, independence, sovereignty and socialism the present Soviet leadership, which has transformed the
in Czechoslovakia because they are the concern of the Soviet Union into an aggressive imperialist State and of the
invader, Jakubovski. No! No one can close the mouths of all-embracing Soviet-American strategic counter-revolu-
us Albanians-neither Jakubovski, nor hi: cannon, nor his tionary plan to suppress the freedom of the peoples and to
atomic weapons. And the Albanian people will strenuously dominate the world. The aggression against Cze,choslovakia
defend their freedom and rights, and the rights of the proved quite conclusively that the Khrushchevian leader- t!'

people::. of the world, as long as a single Albanian still lives ship, which practises great-Power chauvinism, is now 14

in it. resorting to force and armed aggression against those
members of the Warsaw Pact which do not obey its i

55. The two impt~dalist Powers, the United States of dictates, in order to resolve disagreements with its partners
America and the revisionist Soviet Union, have not only in that Pact resulting from the bourgeois degeneracy of the ::r "
allocated their spheres of interest in the world but have also revisionists.
co-ordinated their strategy and tactics. Both are frenziedly
doing their utmost to seize world markets everywhere, to 62. The circumstances surrounding this act of aggression
exploit the peoples of the world barbarously so as to make by the Soviet Union's revisionists and the benevolent
them economically dependent, to plunder them and make attitude of their main accomplices, the imperialists of the
them sweat blood and water. This is the new colonialism. United States of America, have laid bare to the peoples of

the· world the co-operation which exists between these two
56. All the so-called assistance and credit granted by these conspiring Powers and their aggressive plans to allocate
two Powers is political and means economic dependence. spheres of influence and dominate the world, and have
All resistance by the peoples or their national democratic shown that this act of aggression is only one link in the
leaders is repressed by weapons or by coups d'etat incited chain of the two Powers' global strategy.
by the new colonizers.

57. These machinations, compounded between the United
States of America and the revisionist Soviet Union, are
perpetrated not only as isolated attacks by each for itself
but also in a co-ordinated continental pattern. The blow at
the great Arab revolutionary movement was organized
jointly: the Israeli-Americans used force while the Soviets
stood by.

58. The Soviet revisionists are also imperialists: they are
opposed to the unity of the PJab peoples and their slogan is
that of the imperialists-divide and rule. We love the Arab
peoples; we are well acquainted with the Soviet revisionists
and their schemes, and we, as well as the Arab leaders,
know how these were threatened by Nikita Khrushchev in
his time. May they never trust lus disciples, for these, under
the cloak of their so-called assistance, hide a dagger!

59. In Latin America the Soviet revisionists and their local
henchmen advocate co-existe:lce with the cliques in power,
while the American imperialists strike with their weapons at
the revolution which erupts everywhere. The one disarms,
by ideology, the other strikes at the revolution with its
armed forces.

60. In Viet-Nam, the Soviet revisionists preach shameful
capitulation; the Americans bomb night and day and
extend the war. The prime ta.rget of the Soviet-American
pact is obviously the People's Republic of China; for this
great impregnable fortress, defending the liberty of pect>les
and their anti-imperialist struggles for liberty, is the main
obstacle to the imperialists' schemes.

61. The armed aggression committee last August in the
name of the Warsaw Pact on the Czechoslovak people, the
invasion of Czechoslovakia by the troops of the Soviet
Un!on, the People's Republic of Poland, the German
Democratic Republic, the People's Republic of Hungary
and the People's Republic of Bulgaria, was an act of fascist
banditry which best revealed in their true colours the Soviet

63. The aggression of the Soviet Union revisionists has
revealed them as the adventurist renegades that they are.
All the peoples of the world have expressed their profound
rage and indignation and have vehemently condemned this
barbarous and monstrous aggression, which tramples under
foot the fundamental principles of relations between States
and endangers freedom and peace in Europe and through
out the world. This perfidious and monstrous attack against
Czechoslovakia is a crushing humiliation for the Soviet
Union, the birthplace of the great October Revolution, and
for the )oviet people and their armed forces. No one can
any longer have the slightest confidence in the Soviet Union
and the clique of Khrushchevian renegades which governs
it.

64. The Soviet aggressors' attempts to justify their occupa
tion of Czechoslovakia on the fallacious pretext of safe
guarding Socialism in Czechoslovakia, or of protecting it
from the danger of its rapprochement with Federal
Germany and other western countries, and their other
outworn nonsense of tbe type customarily used by aggres
sors, can in no way deceive the peoples of the world. These
are fully aware that the Sovi~t revisionists have long since
completely destroyed the principles of socialism in the
Soviet Union and have turned it into a capitalist State; that
they were the first to establish diplomatic and other
relations with the Bonn Government; and that above all
they are linked with the arch-imperialists, the United States
of America, in a counter-revolutionary holy alliance to
oppress and dominate the peoples of the world.

65. The invasion of Czechoslovakia has thus been a lesson
both for the Czechoslovak people and for the peoples of
other countries where the revisionists are in power, who can
only expect the same fate. It has shown them quite clearly
the dangerous deadlock into which the treacherous policy
of the Khrushchevian leadership of the Soviet Union has led
them, and their need to launch immediately a firm and
tenacious struggle against the Soviet revisionists and their
supporters, and against the American imperialists and the
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Soviet-American bloc. The August invasion was also a bitter
lesF;on for the Arab peoples of the Middle East, and for the
peoples of Asia (including Viet-Nam) Africa, Latin America
and the whole world. I;:,veryone is now fully aware that the
American-Soviet bloc represents a grave threat and should
be the first target of the peoples' struggle and attack.

66. The Albanian people, its Party and its Government
have vehemently condemned the brutal aggression com
mitted against the Czechoslovak people. Our Party and our
Government declared on the day after the invasion that the
whole Albanian people fully supported their Czechoslovak
brothers, and expresses our feelings on the firmest interna
tionalist solidarity. We are convinced that the peace-IovL'1g
Czechoslovak people will never tolerate the occupation of
their fatherland or submit to the dictates of the Soviet
revisionist occupants. They will intensify their struggle in
all its forms until they are completely liberated from the
foreign occupants and their perfidious local henchmen. The
Czechoslovak people will triumph over all the plans of their
revisionist, imperialist and West-German revanchist enemies.
They have the support of all freedom-loving revolutionary
peoples, including the people of the Soviet Union and of
the other countries taking part in this act of aggression.

67. It was in full accord with this policy of ours that the
People's Assembly of the People's Republic of Albania
decided on 14 September 1968 to denounce the Warsaw
Pact, concluded on 13 May 1955 between eight Socialist
States of Europe, including the People's Republic of
Albania. Since the adoption of that decision by its People's
Assembly, Albania has been exempt from all obligations
deriving from the Pact.

68. The purpose of the Warsaw Pact was to guarantee the
security of States Parties through their joint forces against
any imperialist aggression, particularly by the North
Atlantic bloc headed by the United States, and also to
strengthen co-operation among socialist States in all fields
on the basis of the lofty principles of Marxism-Leninism
and proletarian internationalism. So long as the Govern
ment of the Soviet Union and the governments of the other
States members of the Warsaw Pact organization abide by'
the Pact's objects and provisions, the People's Republic of
Albania was an active member, was steadfastly faithful to
the Pact's spirit and aims, and fulfilled all the obligations
arising from its fundamental provisions.

69. However, as Comrade Mehmet Shehu, President of the
Council of Ministers of the People's Republic of Albania,
made quite clear in the detailed statement he delivered to
the People's Assembly on 13 September 1968, the Soviet
revisionist') and their followers, pursuing the counter-revolu
tionary policy established at the Twentieth Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, have gradmilly
distorted the Warsaw Pact and eventually transformed it
from a treaty of peace and defence against imperialist
aggression and West German revanchism into an aggressive
treaty to be used by the Soviet Khrushchevian leadership
against the Socialist countries themselves.

70. The Albanian Government, guided by the just Marxist
Leninist doctrine, has waged a firm struggle of principle
against the subversive attempts of the revisionist leadershir
of the Soviet Union to transform the Pact into an

------..---..---- ..,. ._-.--_.
instrument for imposing its chauvinistic great-Power will on
the signatory countries and peoples. For· that reason the
Moscow leaders, supported by their partisans in the other
States members of the Pact Organization, have for a long
time in fact exdu<tec; 'the People's Republic of Albania.

71. The aggression a~ainst the Socialist Republic of
Czechoslovakia has clearly confirmed the statement made
long ago by the Workers' Party and the Government of the
People's Republic of Albania that the Warsaw Pact has been
turned into an instrument to be used by the revisionist
Soviet leadership te subjugate and attack the Socialist
member countries. Just as the aggressive NATO bloc is an
instrument of subjugation in the hands of the United
States, so the Warsaw Pact has been converted into an
aggressive instrument of subjugation to be used by the
SovJet leadership.

72. The withdrawal of the People's Republic of Albania
from the Warsaw Pact organization was an act of great
national and international significance. The denunciation of
the Warsaw Pact has further strengthened the defensive
policy of our socialist fatherland and has dealt a crushing
blow at the chauvinistic great-Power aggressive policy of the
Khrushchevian revisionists. By denouncing the Warsaw Pact
we demonstrated yet again to the world our revolutionary
peace- and freedom-loving policy. By that act we showed
that the Albanian people, their Party and their Government
refuse to recognize the spheres of influence of the two
major imperialist and revisionist Powers and will in no
circumstances be party to a coalition of aggression. We have
thus discharged our internationalist duty to make our
modest contribution to the peoples struggling for freedom
and independence against imperialist and revisionist aggres
sion.

73. Another consequence of the great Sovi~t-American

conspiracy is the barbarous aggression perpetrated against
the people of Viet-Nam for many years by the American
imperialists. The Viet-Namese people have, through their
heroic struggle, dealt a series of crushing blows at the
Yankee aggressors, who have never been in such a critical
situation as they are today. Despite the various kinds of
military action undertaken by the United States Govern
me~t, despite the intensification of the war in the South
and of the bombings in the North, the American imperial
ists have become completely and hopelessly locked in an
impasse in Viet-Nam. The United States Government, beset
by unprecedented difficulties both at home and abroad,
such as the total failure of its aggression in Viet-Nam, the
dollar crisis, the heroic and unyielding struggle of the
American Negroes and the tempestuous revolutionary
struggle of the peoples on all continents, its isolation in the
world arena and so on, and ably dssisted by the clique of
Soviet revisionist renegades, is endeavouring to extricate
itself from its messy war in Viet-Nam by means of
treacherous "peace negotiationsH. The Soviet revisionists
are playing all their cards, are doing their utmost, to reward
American imperialism for its tacit approval of their aggres
sion in Czechoslovakia by trying to compel the people of
Viet-Nam to capitulate to the aggressors. Soviet revisionist
aggression against Czechoslovakia illustrates the d~nger of
the great Soviet-American conspiracy and of the criminal
attempts of the two Powers to divide the world into spheres
of influence and to reward each other for their conquests at
the expense of the peoples.

~--------------------
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79. But all the criminal designs and diabolical manoeuvres,
all the military and economic pressures designed to
subjugate the Arab States and take advantage of their
strategic position and their wealth, particularly of the oil in
their region, are doomed to failure. The aggression of June
1967 and subsequent events have clearly shown the Arab
peoples who' their enp.mies are, and have taught them not to
expect anything from the two great.. Powers but to rely
mainly on their own strength and on their solidarity with
other peoples. Today they realize more clearly than ever
their vital need to unite in their struggle to win freedom
and safeguard their independence. The just struggle waged
by the Arab peoples against the. Israel aggressors is
developing and gaining ground. The armed struggle con
ducted by the partisans of the Palestinian people in the
Arab territories occupied by Israel is growing apace and has
the sympathy and support of all revolutionary peoples.

78. At present the Soviets claim that they are aiding the
Arab peoples with weapons with which to liberate their
territories. This is bluff. The aim of the Soviet revisionists,
in league with the American imperialists, is to curb the
revolutionary spirit of the Arab peoples. The Soviet Union
is no champion of the Arab peoples; it is acting as a
watch-dog for the American imperialists' interests in the
Middle East and at the same time is trying to bring these
countries under its own influence. When the Arab peoples
decide to go ahead and regain their legitimate rights, they
are certain to be opposed, not only by their old enemies,
but also by the Soviet revisionists.

81. At this juncture we are bound t~ note that the policy
of force and world hegemony pursued by the two major

80. The Government of the Peoples' Republic of Albania,
in line with its policy of adherence to Marxist-Leninist
principles and steadfastly faithful to the ties of traditional
close friendship linking the Albanian people to their
brothers the Arab peoples, has vehemently condemned the
aggression of 5 June and has resolutely supported the just
struggle of the Arab States and peoples for freedom and
national independence. Developments since last year's
aggression have Bonfirmed that the only settlement that is
just and in keeping with the vital interests and legitimate
rights of the Arab States and with peace and security in the
Middle East is to put into effect the measures proposed in
the draft resolution submitted by the People's Republic of
Albania on 26 June 1967.4 We adhere to our just position,
and insist that it is the only possible solution for the
situation which has arisen since Israel's aggression. The
whole Albanian people are following with great sympathy
and interest the armed struggle of the people in the areas
occupied by Israel, and is delighted at their success. We are
firmly convinced that the United Arab Peoples, inspired by
their great military tradition, will be able to extend and
carry forward this just struggle until they have triumphed
once and for all over imperialism and its tool Israel.

4.lbid., Fifth Emergency Special Session, annexes, agenda item 5,
document A/L.52l. \

75. The American imperialists are obviously not renounc
ing any of their aggressive designs against Viet-Nam. The
facts have shown that even the so-called limitation of the
bombing of North Viet-Nam is only a trick. Since the
adoption of that measure the bombing of North Viet-Nam,
far from diminishing, has been still further intensified and
has caused far greater destruction than in the past-in
accordance with the American imperialists' strategic plan to
destroy North Viet-Nam.

8

76. There can be no doubt, and it is historically proven,
that any concession to the diabolical American-Soviet
manoeuvres and plans can only encourage aggression. Only
through armed struggle will the Viet-Namese people
triumph over the American aggressors. The heroic people of
Viet-Nam have shown the whole world that no force, device
or trickery can overcome their iron will to carry through
their heroic struggle to final victory. All the freedom-loving
peoples of the world support the Viet-Namese people. As in
the past, the Albanian people .and Government support
their Viet-Namese brothers in their dedicated struggle
against the American imperialist aggressors. We are con
vinced that no efforts the imperialists and their accomplices
may employ, however desperate, will ever succeed in
stopping the triumphant march of the heroic Viet-Namese
people ta fmal victory, the expulsion of the American
aggressOIs, the liberation of their nation and the reunifica
tion of thejr country.

General Assembly - Twenty-third Session - Plenary Meetin..8s---------------- ------- -----------
74. The acts of aggression committed in Viet-Nam, outcome of American-Soviet barter. All that the mission of
Czechoslovalda, in the Middle East and elsewhere are ali the Secretary-General's Special Representative, Gunnar
links in the same chain. They are an integral part of the Jarring, can do is to give Israel more time to consolidate its
great counte.r-revolutionary imperialist conspiracy which aggressive and expansionist policies.
was crystallized and refined at the notorious meeting
between Johnson and Kosygin at Glassboro, held on the
very day after Israel's attack on the Arab States. Events
since that meeting have confirmed our assessments and
forecasts about the Soviet-American plot.

77. An intolerable situation has existed in the Middle East
since the imperialist-Israel aggression of last June against
the United Arab Republic, Syria and Jordan. Arab terri
tories are still occupied by the troops of the fascist Tel Aviv
Government, and the Arab peoples of those territories,
their national pride gravely wounded, are still languishing
under the yoke of the occupants. Meanwhile Israel is
continuing its aggressive and provocative activities against
the Arab countries and is shamelessly threatening and
blackmailing them with the support and at the instigation
of the American imperialists. The freedom-loving peoples of
the Middle East are living today in a situation of grave
insecurity. Peaceful peoples and States of all continents are
revolted by this state of affairs and are expressing theii
profound indignation against those mainly responsible for
it-the United States of America and the Soviet Union.
Nevertheless, these two Powers are trying to put into
practice the plans hatched at Glassboro, by imposing on the
Arab peoples the so-called political settlement which in fact
is just another hoax, like the, "pea<;:e negotiations", "nego
tiations fO,r better understanding", and the like, all of which
are designed to trample on the higher interests of the Arab
peoples, their independence and their territorial integrity,
and to encourage the expansionist policy of the Israel
aggressors. The same is true of Security Council resolution
242 of 22 November 1967, which is merely another
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85. It should be noted here that the fraudulent Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, designed to
force hon-nuclear States to recognize the nuclear monopoly
of the two great Powers and to make them "protected
countries", is also an integral part of the Soviet-American
military conspiracy against the People's Republic of China.
Indeed, the American imperialists and Soviet revisionists are
hoping to use that Treaty not only to spread anti-Chinese
propaganda but also to carry out their plan for encircling
China strategically by offering a "nuclear umbrella" to
certain countries neighbouring China, such as India, which
they have taken in tow. Nor can we ignore that the deals
now being concluded between the Soviet Union and the
United States for the deployment of offensive and
defensive strategic nuclear weapons are also' directed
primarily against the People's Republic of China.

86. But can the imperialists and revisionists frighten the
People's Republic of China with all these efforts and
aggressive plans? Will their counter-revolutionary and
imperialist designs succeed against the People's Republic of
China? Certainly not, by no means. The People's Republic
of China is a powerful socialist State which has made
remarkable progress in all fields of production, science,
technology, and defence. China has shattered once and for
all the imperialist-revisionist nuclear monopoly, a feat
which has been enthusiastically welcomed by freedom
loving States and peoples as an important factor in
international peace and security.

countries of Asia and the Far East, and are trying to draw
them into military alliances and to set up more and stronger
military bases, including nuclear bases, round the People's
Republic of China. At the same time the two Powers are
co-ordinating their provocative actions against China and
their plots to increase tension on its frontiers. In this
connexion the Prime Minister of the People's Republic of
China, Chou En-Iai, stated a few days ago on 30 September
1968:

"While intensifying their aggression and threats against
Eastern Europe, Soviet social imperialists have also
committed acts of armed provocation against China. In
collusion with the United States imperialists, they are
trying desperately to make an iron ring round China by
deploying large numbers of troops along the Sino-Soviet
and Sino-Mongolian frontiers, and at the same time are
constantly inciting frontier tension by frequent violations
of Chinese air space. This is, of course, not proof of their
strength, but rather a sign of their moral bankruptcy,
their domestic weakness and their fear."

87. The triumph of the great Chinese proletarian cultural
revolution, which was guided by Chairman Mao Tse-tung in
person, was a victory of colossal historic significance not
only for socialism and the revolution in China, but for all
the revolutionary forces of the world and all progressive
mankind. The resounding victory achieved by the establish
ment of revolutionary committees throughout China
except in the province of Taiwan, which is under American
military occupation-marked the final triumph of the
thoughts of Mao Tse-tung, the victory of the dictatorship of
the proletariat and of socialism over revisionism and
imperialism, and the final defeat of the counter-revolu
tionary plot to seize the fortress from within and restore
capitalism in China. .

1691st meeting - 11 qctober 1968-_._-_._---_.._-_.----_.--~-----,---

82. There can be no doubt that all the events in the
Middle East result from the joint aggressive imperialist plans
of the two Powers against the Arab States, and that their
fleets in. the Mediterranean are watch-dogs to ensure that
these plans are carried out. The freedom-lovirig peoples of
the Mediterranean region are now well acquainted with
these bitttlr enemies. These peoples are vigilant and strong;
they have full confidence in their own strength and will
fight both the American imperialists and the Soviet
revisionists, whose monstrous plans they surely will be able
to wreck, crush and defeat.

Powers is. the direct cause of the present tense and
dangerous situation in the Mediterranean, where their war
fleet~ are deployed and operating. The peaceful and
freedom-loving countries of that region are bound to be
particularly concerned by the threatening and aggressive
activities of those two fleets, especially now in view of the
situation created by the aggressive attacks in the Middle
East and Czechoslovakia. It is clear that the increase in the
co-ordinated activity of the two Powers and the movements
and concentrations of their troops and warships (for
example, the recent concentration of Soviet troops in
Bulgaria and the strengthening and manoeuvres of Soviet
naval forces in the Mediterranean) are certainly not
designed to defend peace, as these two Powers assure us,
but rather to carry through their joint aggressive plans
against the freedom-loving peoples and countries of that
region. Despite the differences which exist between the two
Powers in the Mediterranean, the putpose of their fleets is
the same: to threaten and destroy the freedom of the
peoples of that region. If the Soviet fleet is really deployed
in the Mediterranean to safeguard peace, then why last
year, when it was really there, did it not prevent Israel from
attacking the Arab States and occupying their territories?
Would it, perch~nce, do so in future when the Soviet
American alliance has further advanced its plot to destroy
the freedom and independence of the peoples?

83. The freedom and independence of the peoples and
international peace and security are seriously endangered
by the Soviet-American imperialist bloc, whose ultimate
objective is world dominatiofl by the two great Powers..
Beset by severe domestic and external problems which are
constantly accumulating at a breathtaking rate, seriously
threatened by a major economic and political crisis~ and
horrified by the world-wide movement for national and
so.cial liberation, these two Powers have increased their
joint aggressive activities for the purpose of oppressing and
subjugating the freedom-loving revolutionary peoples.

84. In particular, they are trying to secure "peace" in
Europe and to consolidate their rear positions there, so that
they can concentrate their attacks against Asia and parti
cularly against the People's Republic of China, the con
sistent and immovable champion of peoples fighting
imperialist aggression, oppression and tyranny, and an
insuperable obstacle to the attainment of those Powers'
counter-revolutionary plans for world domination. Along
with their attempts to quash Asian national liberation
movements, the American imperialists and Soviet revision
ists have increased their efforts to eneircle China strategi
cally and prepare acts of military provocation and aggres,,·
sion against it. To thut end they are strengthening their ties ..
with the reactionary cliques and governments of the
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92. As you know, the endless discussions on disarmament
and the numerous proposals submitted in recent years by
both the United States and the Soviflt Union are nothing
but misleading demagogy. The two Powers are hoping thus
to put the peoples off guard and to gain time to pursue
their arms ra<:e and their preparations for war. The
proposals and debates on disarmament are only a bluff; so
far they have merely camouflaged the co-operation between
the two Powers against peace and the p~oples' freedom.
The imperialists and the Soviet revisionists are using the
United Nations and its organs as a means of legaliZing their
transactions and mutual agreements, such as the Moscow
partial test-ban treaty of 1963 and the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, which are designed
to strengthen their military alliance.

93. Recent experience in particular has shown that the
United Nations has strayed completely from the funda
mental purposes and principles of the Charter and has
become a tool of the world-wide Soviet-AmeriCAn plot. It is
well known that not only has the United Nations done
nothing to solve such serious problems as colonialism and
racial discrimination, but its activities in that field have
damaged the interests of the peoples still languishing under
colonial and racist subjugation, by awakening in them
harmful illusions. Previous experience in the United Nations
has shown peaceful peoples and countries the truth about
the Organization. The peoples of the world now know that
they can expect nothing from the United Nations so 10ng as
it remains an instrument of American imperialism and a
market for transactions between the two great Powers in
execution of thei{ global strategy for world domination.

94. Reference is often made here to the universality of the
United Nations. But has that principle ever been applied?
Certainly not. No one can say otherwise, since precisely in
deference to the American imperialists' decree the greatest
State in the world is still not represented in this Organiza
tion: great socialist China, which the peoples struggling
against imperialist oppression and aggression see as their
most powerful and reliable defender and the invincible
champion of their freedom and independence. No one
doubts today that without the People's Republic of China
none of the major international problems can be solved. It
is common knowledge that the presence of China has today
become a vital necessity for the United Nations, more than
ever because of the imperialist collusion between the
United States of America and the Soviet Union, which are
doing their utmost to divert the efforts of the United
Nations for the peoples' liberation and for international
co-operation and peace to the advancement of their own
interests and their aggressive plans for world domination.

89. The further the American-Soviet bloc develops its
counter-revolutionary imperialist plot, and the more it
intensifies its criminal and aggressive activities against the
peoples, the stronger will grow the ha~red and indignation
of all freedom-loving forces against it, and the more
'rigorously will be wa~ed the revolutionary struggle for
liberation from imperialist oppression and aggression. The
peoples of the world are today more aware than ever of the
threat represented by the alliance of the two great Powers;
they are rushing in ever-increasing numbers into the struggle
and fighting ever more resolutely to destroy the aggressive
designs of that alliance against their freedom and indepen
dence.

90. It cannot be donied that world public 0plmon is
becoming increasingly aware of the true nature of the
American-Soviet bloc, which is steadily becoming isolated
from all peaceful and freedom-loving peoples and countries.
This can also be seen here in the United Nations. Despite
the multifarious efforts of the two Powers, despite their
diverse threats and pressures and their deceptive and
demagogic manoeuvres, they have been completely un
masked and are now hated by the vast majority of Member
States. It is common knowledge that the United States of
America and the Soviet Union are now plotting against the
peoples, against the small countries and the developing
countries, and that their activities and acts of aggression
merely carry out the plans they have hatched together as
part of their global st.rategy for world domination. Their
demagogy is now universally discredited. Even some of the
countries which a few years ago were tryin~ to contribute
to, and for some time supported, an American-Soviet
rapprochement, now clearly realize the danger of that
alliance to themselves. In other words, the vast majority of
Member States are fighting the ill-famed imperialist bloc
either directly or indirectly and are trying to free them
selve.s from its dictates, which are seriously detrimental to
their national interests.

91. After all the two Powers' plots and criminal dealings in
different parts of the world, who can fail to perceive the
true objectives of Soviet-American collusion? Who in
future can believe the demagogy and fraudulent proposals
of the imperialists and revisionists? How ridiculous are the

10 General Assembly - Twenty-third Session - Plenary Meetings- .._------ . ,-----,----------,
88. Although the imperialists and revisionists spread lies proposals contained in the Soviet Government's memo-
and slander about the People's Republic of China both randum on disarmament [A/7134], submitted to the
inside and outside the United Nations, the Republic's General Assembly immediately after that Government's
international authority and prestige are greater than ever. aggression against Czechoslovakia! No one can be deceived
The great proletarian cultural revolution has increased by these already obs()lete proposals. That memorandum, in
tenfold the revolutionary force and vitality of the Chinese the present situation succeeding the aggression committed
people; it has given' an entirely novel stimulus to the by the two Powers, is not only absurd but also disrespectful
all-round development of the People's Republic of China, to States Members, an affront to their dignity, and shows
which it has immeasurably strengthened. The great Chinese that the revisionists are completely unscrupulous. Of course
people, 700 million strong, are a colossal and invincible no one will be deceived by the Soviet aggressors' memo-
force, the impregnable fortress of socialism and the randum on disarmament, wh~ch can do nothing to conceal
freedom of peoples. All the anti-Chinese plots and plans their betrayal of the peoples or their atrocities.
hatched by the American imperialists and Soviet revisionists
are doomed to miserable failure; and if they dare to
undertake a military adventure against China, it will
certainly be their last. All freedom-loving peoples of the
world are with mighty China, which they see as their
powerful ally and the unfailing and consistent champion of
their revolutionary struggle for freedom, independence and
progress.
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102. Our policy towards the Socialist countries and all
revolutionary forces is one of fraternal and dose friendship
and co-operation based on the ~":'inciple;s of Marxism
Leninism and proletarian internationalism. Our relations
with States having different political systems are based on
the principles of the sovereign equality of States both large
and small, of non-inte:·".,rention in their domestic affairs, of
respect for their sovereignty and of mutually-advantageous
co-operation. Through this just policy based on principl~

the new People's Republic of Albania has established and
continues to develop with many States relations of sincere
friendship, co-operation and mutual assistance; with other
States it enjoys normal relations which are developing very
satisfactorily in various fields.

101. The People's Republic of Albania has consistently
pursued a just foreign policy because it has always been
guided by the true Marxist-Leninist doctrine of the
Workers' Party of Albania. Through its scrupulous ad
herence to the principles of Marxism-Leninism and pro
letarian internationalism, the Government of the People's
Republic of Albania has stoutly defended the interests and
aspirations of the Albanian people and has always followed
a revolutionary foreign policy. It has made a correct
scientific analysis of each major international event,
accurately predicted the development of every situation,
and maintained a resolute stand in defence of independence
and national sovereignty, of socialism and revolution and of
the struggle of the peoples for freedom, national indepen
dence and social progress. It has always defended the view
that all sovereign States, both large and small, are equal,
and that each makes its contribution to international life.

100. Only by a courageous and determined struggle can
the small nations and all peace-loving States repulse the two
Powers' manoeuvres and multifarious pressures in the
United Nations, destroy their harmful influence here, and
enable the Organization to rectify the injustices, short
comings and deviations that remain. Our countries, which
form an overwhelming majority, can by a firm struggle put
the two Powers in their. place and prevent the United
Nations from being used as an instrument of their aggressive
policy of hegemony. Through our joint struggle we can
effectively serve the cause of liberty, peace and just
international co-operation in accordance with the principles
of non-interference in domestic affairs, mutual respect and
the sovereign equality of States large and small.

98. It is thus more than clear that the time has come for
Member States to understand that this situation can no
longer be tolerated and cannot persist if they sincerely wish
what accords with the interests of every peace-lOVing
country: that the United Nations should be restored and set
on the course which would justify its existence in accord
ance with the fundamental principles of the Charter.

97. China is a Member of the United Nations, a founder
Member, and also a permanent member of the Security
Council. No one can deny that the Government of the
People's Republic of China is the only legitimate represen
tative of the great Chinese people and is alone entitled to
enjoy the legitimate rights of China in this Organization.
Everyone here knows full well that there is no justification
for depriving the People's Republic of China of its rights.
The social system established by the revolutionary people
of China is a matter which concerns them alone. No
government, nor the United Nations, has a right to interfere
in the domestic affairs of China.

96. This is the grossest scandal for the United Nations, and
the most flagrant and ignominious violation of its Charter.
The vast majority of Member States oppose and condemn
this shameful situation which has lasted for so many years;
they are aware that it is not only an intolerable violation of
the legitimate rights of the great Chinese nation, 700
million strong, and a cle~r obstacle to the return of the
United Nations to the right way, but also an unprecedented
blot which can never be erased from the annals of this
Organization. This odious situation persists, however,
because it suits the aggressive policy of the American
imperialists, who are imposing their will on some Member
States.

95. Nevertheless, although nineteen years have eiapsed
since the triumph of the people's revolution in China, the
legitimate rights of this great and powerful State have not
yet been restored in the United Nations. Moreover, for
nineteen consecutive years its place in the Organization has
been occupied by the dregs of the renegade Chiang Kai-shek
clique, bought by American imperialism and rejected by the
Chinese people since their victorious revoluUon.
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We all know that when the People's Republic of China, that subjugation. It is unconditionally necessary to the vital
powerful State with the largest population in the world, interests of those States' national security.
enters the United Nations, it will through its weight, its
great importance and its enormous international authority
effectively influence the Organization's work in accordance
with the peoples' cherished aspirations.
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99. The present international situation must make those
Member States which are seriously concerned with freedom
and peace aware of the urgent need to intensify their just
struggle, unite their efforts and close their ranks into a firm
front united against the American imperialists and Soviet
revisionists and the policy which is dictated by their
imperialist designs to the detriment of the peaceful and
freedom-loving peoples of the world. This is urgently
required today by the higher interests of international
peace and security, which are seriously threatened by the
aggressive policy of the American-Soviet c~alition and by
its attacks on independent and sovereign peoples and
States. It is urgently demanded by the higher interest of the
peoples who today are struggling against colonial and racist

103. The outstanding features of our policy towards all
States, particularly our neighbours, have aiways been
scrupulous respect for the rules of conduct between States,
a firm resolve to maintain relations with those who
sincerely abide by those rules, and a spirit of good
neighbourliness base.d on mutual respect, freedom, inde
pendence, sovereignty and territorial integrity. The People's
Republic of Albania has loyally adhered to this policy and
has harmed no one. On the other hand, it has often been
subjected by its enemies to unjust and intolerable attacks
and treatment. Many conspiracies and provocative acts have
been directed against its independence. Political, military
and economic pressure has been exerted and incited by the
imperialists, the modern revisionists and their henchmen;
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but they have failed miserably in face of th~ revolutionary
vigilance, the unshakable convictions, the iron will and the
monolithic unity of the Albanian people, tempered by its
struggle, intrepid, educated and led by its heroic Worke~s'

Party. The courageous decision by the People's Republic of
Albania to denounce the aggressive Warsaw Pact and
thereby free itself from all obligations arising therefrom is
further evidence of its vigil~nt revolutionary policy.

104. Under the just leadership of its Party and Govern
ment, the Albanian people have constantly and un
reservedly supported the revolutionary struggle of the
peoples to achieve national and social liberation and to
defend and strengthen their independence and national
sovereignty against the imperialists, the colonialists, the
modern revisionists and their henchmen. Precisely in
accordance with this policy of principle the Albanian
people, its Party and its Government most resolutely
condemned the monstrous aggression committed by the
Soviet revisionists against Czechoslovakia.

105. Guided by its revolutionary policy of firmly safe
guarding the freedom, independence and sovereignty of our
Socialist fatherland, and in accordance with the interna
tionalist doctrine of principle and of support for the
freedom and independence of the peoples of the world,
particularly of the Balkan peoples, the Government of the
People's Republic of Albania addressed to the Government
of the People's Republic of Bulgaria on 21 September 1968
a note drawing its attention to the grave responsibility it
was assuming by allowing the concentration on Bulgarian
territory of large numbers of various arms of the Soviet
Union's forces. Acting in accordance with the Treaty of
Friendship, Co-operation and Mutual Assistance concluded
between the two countries in 1947, the Albanian Govern
ment called upon the Government of Bulgaria-

1. Not to consent to or participate in any activities
directed by anyone against the People's Republic of
Albania;

2. To take immediate steps to ensure that the aggressive
Soviet armed forces were withdrawn from its territory as
soon as possible, thus eliminating completely, in the
interest of peace in the Balkans and throughout the world,
the aggressive base which it had allowed to be established
on Bulgarian territory.

106. That action by the Albanian Government has particu
lar significance in the present situation, since clearly the
deployment of the armed forces of the ~oviet revisionists in
Bulgaria, following the aggression against Czechoslovakia, is
directly linked to the execution of their aggressive plans for
allocating spheres of influence in the Balkans and the rest
of the world as part of the world-wide American-Soviet
conspiracy.

107. In emphasizing that the attitude of the Bulgarian
Government in this matter constitutes a flagrant violation
of the 1947 Treaty between the two countries and seriously
jeopardizes the peace and security of the Balkan peoples,
including the Bulgarian people itself, as well as the cause of
world peace, the Albanian Government states clearly and
categorically that it will resolutely condemn all those who
dare to commit acts of aggression against the freedom,

independenc(; and sovereignty of the peoples of the Balkans
and o(the world.

108. The Bulgarian Government lacked the courage to
reply to the Albanian Government's note, but tried through
the Bulgarian Telegraph Agency to distort th~ truth by
passing over the facts mentioned in our note. However, the
concentration of Soviet military forces in Bulgaria cannot
be denied. If the Bulgarian Government continues to allow
the territory of Bulgaria to be used by Soviet revisionist
forces as a base for aggression against the Balkan peoples, it
will be assuming a grave responsibility which will also be
condemned by the Bulgarian people themselves, to whom
the Albanian people are linked by traditional ties of
fraternal friendship.

109. Let all the imperialist and revisionist enemies and
their puppets know well that no force in the world, no'
aggressive Power however great, can frighten the Albanian
people, who, true to their military traditions toughened by
their revolutionary struggle and guided by their heroic
Party, have always had unshakable confidence in their own
strength. The Albanian frontiers are inviolable and cannot
be crossed, since they are defended by a valiant revolu
tionary and iron-willed people and by an heroic Party. If
any aggression is committed against our fatherland, whether
by the aggressive NATO bloc, the aggressive Warsaw Pact
bloc, or by anyone else, then the whole Albanian people,
large and small, including its old people and children, will
fight so fiercely that the world will tremble, and will show
the aggressors whom they are dealing with and that anyone
who violates the sacred soil of our territory will not escape
alive.

1l0. Moreover, our enemies must not forget that Albania
does not stand alone, for it has friends-all the peoples of
the world~and its great and steadfastly loyal friend, mighty
invincible People's China, the main counter-imperialist and
counter-revisionist force in the world.

llI. The telegram dated 17 September 1968 from Com
rades Mao Tse-tung, Un Piao and Chou En-Iai to Comrades
Enver Hoxha and Mehmet Shehu reads as follows:

"The Chinese people 700 million strong, further
strengthened and toughened in the great proletarian
cultural revolution, will always and in all circumstances
steadfastly support its brothers the Albanian people. If
the American imperialists, the Soviet revisionists or their
lackeys dare to touch a single hair of Albania, they can
expect only total, shameful and inevitable defeat".

ll2. This message from Comrades Mao-Tse-tung, Un Piao
and Chou En-lai is further dramatic evidence of the
internationalist ties of steel, based on the immortal
principles of Marxism-Leninism, which exist between the
most populous and a small socialist State. It is further
evidence of the real meaning of the invincible fraternal
solidarity forged in our common struggle. It shows the
peoples of the whole world the importance of having a
loyal friend like the great China of Mao Tse-tung, which
stands like an invincible giant beside all revolutionary
peoples.

113. This message from the leaders of the great Chinese
people is a firm, serious and categorical warning to the
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The meeting rose at 1.5 p.m.

It was so decided.

118. I have also been asked by the President to announce
that, at the request of the Chairman of the Fourth
Committee, he has agreed that the Assembly should be
seized of that Committee's report on Equatorial Guinea
(A/726S) at the end of this afternoon's meeting. The report
will be distributed as soon as possible.

117. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): Before I
adjourn the meeting I wish to inform members of the
proposal made by the President that the list of speakers in
the general debate should be closed on Tuesday ~ 15
October, at 5 p.m. Accordingly I invite those represen
tatives who wish to participate in the general debate but
have not entered their names on the list to do so as soon as
possible. If there are no objections to the President's
proposal~ the list of speakers will be closed on Tuesday ~ 15
October, at 5 p.m.

114. On 30 September 1968 the leader of the Albanian
people~ Comrade Enver Hoxha~ said:

"Let no one think that Albania is a small country and
that one can easily settle accounts with her. All attempts
of the enemies~ be they imperialists~ revisionists or their
satellites~ to violate the integrity of the People~s Republic
of Albania in the slightest will be drowned in the sea of
the armed struggle of our people. Let our enemies take
note of this~ and our friends may rest assured that the
Albanian people and their Party of Labour will fulfil their
national and international duties with honour".

~691 st meeting - 11 October 1968
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imperialists~ the revisionists and their henchmen that~ 1f will. be increasing our ~it~d efforts and our common
they ~are to touch Albania~ if they play with fire against struggle against the 'aggressive American-Soviet imperialist
Albama~ they can expect certain death. bloc contribute effectively ~o the struggle of the peoples

against imperialism and colonialism for freedom~ peace and
progress.

116. In conclusion~ I wish to express the conviction of the
Albanian delegadon that during the current session of the
General Assembly we, the peaceful and freedom-loVing
peoples~ who constitute the overwhelming majority here~

115. This statement by our people's beloved leader ~

Comrade Enver Hoxha~ who for three decades has wisely
guided the Albanian people from victory to victory on the
path of revolution and socialism, is a clear warning to our
enemies and a firm internationalist commitment to all
friendly and freedom-loving people and countries.
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