
, ;

I
I
j

I
,I
ij

"~
:1
]
I

Wednesday~ 11 Ootober 1967~
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6. Our military n(~utrality is quite genuine, and the
International Control Coc-nmission in Cambodia has
constantly testified to the fact. Let me repeat: there
are neither bases nor foreign troops on our soil, nor
is there transit of arms across our territory. Yet,
according to certain .official American statements,
the United States :,s not unlikely in the m~ar futuI'e to
take additional measures such as the occupation of
the eastern provinces of Cambodia by their armed
forces. To put it another way, the criminal, confident
that he will go unpunished, is now announcing the
murder he intends to commit. But we must make it
(:ll3ar that Cambodia will not be content with meek
protestations-for we know in advance, unfortunately,
what that achieves-but, with the infinite resources of a
people's war, we will oppose any invader who tries to
impose his will on us.

we find ourselves compelled, like so many other
peoples, to fight for our right to be independent, in
deed merely to live?

4. I would remind you that for several years past,
and almost daily at present, hundreds of my com
patriots are being murdered in cowardly fashion or
are falling in battle defending their country, their
families, their villages and their rice paddies. Have
we ever threatened the security of the United States
and the lives of American families? Yet the United
States is dispatching its planes to drop bombs on our
frontier Villages, sending its soldiers and its merce
naries from Saigon to attack the harmless people of
our country, and egging on its Thai proMg~s to mine
our roads, our railways and even our farmlands. The
United States is also arming and financing the so
called free Khmers, installing them on our frontiers
and inciting them to sow discord and death among their
compatriots.

5. I realize, of courRe, that the representatives of
the United States will go on denying the truth of these
facts, however patently corroborated, that they will
argue that it is all a mistake or accuse Cambodia
of false neutrality and of backing Viet-Namese resist
ance against the American invader. Neutral we cer
tainly are, militarily, as is recognized by all foreign
observers, Americans included. But it is no doubt
comforting for the American leaders to blame Cam
bodia for the bitter pill it has had to swallow in South
East Asia and to affirm, in the face of clear evidence
to the contrary, that North Viet-Namese divisions are
encamped in Khmer territory ~nd are supplied with
weapons and mun7.tions through the Cambodian port of
Sihanoukville.
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7. At the same time, we must express our astonish
ment at the ~ype of argument advanced by the United
States Government in justification of its plans for
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AGENDA ITEM 9

General debate (con!Jnu~sD

1. Mr. HUOT SAMBATH (Cambodia) (translated from
French): Once again this year the delegation of the
Kingdom of Cambodia comes here to take part in the
work of the General Assembly in a mood of despondency
and low spirits in the face of the tragic turn of world
events over the past twelve months. I trust that the
distinguished representatives of the States Members
of the United Nations will forgive this rather blunt
opening to my statement. But we feel it more neces
sary than ever that we should cease to cling des
perately to illusions and admit at last that the spirit
of wisdom which hovered over the Organization when
it was founded is no longer anything more than a wist
ful memory. In spite of eagerness to look on the
bright side, one speaker aiter another at this rostrum
has confirmed, if confirmation were needed, that the
future outlook is more gloomy than it has ever been
since the end of the Second World War.

2. We are well aware that the voice of Cambodia will
be drowned out be the clamours of the great Powers,
which look 10wn at what they regard as a "pocket
kingdom". It is nevertheless our duty, as a people
with an ancient civilization, a people which has learnt
much from the lessons of 2,000 years of history, to
put forward our views both on the problems which
affect us directly and on those which concern us all.
Those who have yielded to the arrogance of power
would like to camouflage or distort these problems
as a pretext for settling them by force of arms. Our
own purpose, as Cambodian Buddhists, is solely to
recall that there is such a thing as truth.

3. Cambodia is a peace-loving country, and its love
of peace has a rational rather than a traditional founda
tion, for the Angkor Empire to which it is the heir was
a State whose stability rested on the organization and
the valour of its armies. Why then, in this second half
of the twentieth century, when peace alid respect for
international law are the popular catchwords, should
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escalation against Cambodia. Its information ser
vices know perfectly well that an attack against my
country would have no effect whatever on assistance
to Viet-Nam. The logical step for the aggressive
imperialism of the United States would be, in fact,
for the United States Air Force to destroy the actual
sources of supply of the Viet-Namese combatants-in
the Soviet Union, in China and in all the socialist
countries.

8. Imperialism has, of course, its own peculiar rules.
We see the proof of this in the attitude of the United
States and the countries controlled by Washington in
the question of recognition of our national frontiers.
Cambodia has a common frontier with Thailand, South
Viet-Nam and Laos. The Khmer-Thai demarcation line
was fixed by international treaties and agreements
confirmed in 1962 by the findings of the International
Court of Justice judgement in the Preah Vihear case.'!!
But the Bangkok Government has consistently refused
to indicate its acceptance of this frontier. thus demon
strating that its policy of territorial annexation, ap
plied between 1940 and 1945 with the assistance of
Japan, is still being pursued in 1967, but this time
with the assistance of the United States.

9. As regards the Khmer-Viet-Nam f:t'ontier, this
was only a domestic administrative demarcation line
within the former French Indo-China, drawn by
France to the detriment of Cambodia. In the interests
of conciliation and good neighbourliness, we did not
insist on our rights over the Cambodian territory
wrongly handed over to Viet=,Nam, and we accepted
the legacy of the French administration. But the dic
tator Ngo Dinh Diem and his successors: set up by
the United States at the head of the pseudo-Govern
ment of Saigon, have ceaselessly laid claim to almost
all the islands off our coast, and with full support
from the Americans they are trying to force us to
engage in talks about anewfruntier. In fact, the United
States has already pUblished maps in which our
coastal. islands, and villages and lands that have al
ways been Cambodian, are marked as under the
sovereignty of Viet-Nam.

10. However, the Government of the Democratic
Republic of Viet-Nam and the National Liberation
Front of South Viet-Nam, that is to say the genuine
rep:tesentatives of the people of Viet-Nsm as a whole,
have solemnly proclaimed that they recognize the
existing frontiers of Cambodia. Thus we are able to
state here and now that there is no longer any terri
torial Khmer-Viet-Namese dispute, and that \the
common frontier between the two countries is de
marcated for good, by agreement between the parties
concerned.

11. I may also mention that our frontier with Laos
is likewise permanently fixed; thiS! was confirmed in
a letter from, the Foreign Minister of Laos stating
that his country had no territorial claim on Cambodia.

12. We have therefore requested all countries to let
us have a statement intimating that they recognize the
territorial integrity of Cambodia within its present
borders. All the socialist countries and several Afro
Asian c(\l.mtries, namely Indonesia, the United Arab

lJ Case concernIng the Temple of Preah Vihear (Cambodia v. Thai
land). Merits. Judgement of 15 June 1962: I.C. T. Reports '1962, page 6.

Republic, Algeria, Yemen, Senegal, Singapore and
Israel, have responded positively to this request. Of
the Western nations only one-France-has taken an
unequivocal stand on the question. On behalf of the
Khmer Government and people, I would like here,
once again, to express to those countries our grati
tude for this act of justice.

13. But the Governments under the domination of
American imperialism have not seen fit to make
known their views regarding the present frontiers of
Cambodia" ~Nhere they have done so~as for example
Australia·-it was to specify that they were prepared
to respect those frontiers that were not delimited. That
too is part of the peculiar logic of the imperialists.

14. As we see it, the attitude adopted by this or that
country with regard to the frontiers of Cambodia
represents a test case. Those who refuse to recognize
our existing frontiers are thereby betraying their con
nivance with the American imperialists and their
satellites at Saigon and Bangkok and expressing their
contempt for the rules of international Ifl.w. Our Chief
of State, Prince Norodom Sihanouk, has therefore
informed the GovernmE:nts of those countries that
Cambodia gives them three months to think it over,
after which Cambodia's diplomatic. and in some cases,
friendly relations with them would henceforth be on
a purely formal basis oniY. We shall draw our con
clusions from their refusal to recognize that Cam
bodia is a State with legally fixed borders.

15. My country does not accept any compromise
where its independence, its neutrality and its terri
torial integrity are at stake. Its people, under the
leadership of Prince Norodom Sihanouk, enjoy the
r~gime of their choice and are profoundly devoted
to their monarchic institutions, their Buddhist reli
gion and their age-old traditions. Foreign ideologies
of whatever kind do not tempt them :n any way, be
cause they have always found Buddhist socialism to
be the most effective path to economic and social de
velopment and the way most in keeping with their
particular aspirations. We threaten no one and we do
not belong to any military organization or alliance.

16. Yet apparently our one a.mbition-to live in free
dom within our torders, to work without having re
course to international charity, &nd to maintain friendly
relations with all countries on the basis of reciprocity
is not acceptable to the great imperialist Powers. In a
dozen years we have virtually eliminated illiteracy,
we have provided schooling for the youth of the country
and built universities, increased O~.1r communications
network, created industry, developed agriculture and
endowed the country with an infrastructure of har
bours, airfields, hotels and moder~1 adminiStration. In
short, at the cost of great sacrifice we have made
rapid progress in our Kingdom and we have raised
the standard of living of the people. The outcome of
these efforts has been growing hostility on the part
of the imperialists.. \"'e are guilty of rejecting Americ.
can colonialism in all its forms. We are guilty of
denouncing the savage aggression of the United States
army in Viet-Nam and elsewhere. We are guilty of
proclaiming our solidarity with all the countries and
all the people of Asia, Africa and Latin America who
are struggling her(,~cally to evade oppression by the
United States and the Governments it imposes. Our

i
I:

\1

crim
to wa

17. I

and t

18.
cast~

Ame]
cisel:
and IJ
of ch

19.
State
comr
not l
woul(
can I
cr\le]
Viet-

20.
peop]
bemt
by P
moml
by th
peas~

ing t:
chem
tanks
mart:
kin,
SUCCE

of tl
imag.

21. '
"War
ventr
dours
count
great
steel
and c
22. '
witho
aggrl
the f
to jUt

23.
h'uth
torti<
Gove
ment
1955
tary
the
tyrar
be n
counl
in wl
reprl
they
spec
its €

It w
Viet·



'. ~ .... --.......-- ',' ...~..,...~,. '."",..

1587th meeting - 11 October 1967 3

I,
\!

i
1

i
Ij

\1

crime has been to stand up to American hegemony and
to want all countries to live in freedom like Cambodia.

17. Our crime is the crime of fidelity to the spirit
and the letter of the United Nations Charter.

18. I now come to the most tragic issue-one which
castl3 shame on the whole of the civilized world: the
Americ....n aggression in Viet-Nam or, more pre
cisely, the deliberate destruction of an Asian country
and people by a Power which dares to wave the banner
of civilization and freedom.

19. We have heard the representative of the United
states at this rostrum trying to justify the crimes
committed by his country. He has convinced no one,
not even those who have given him their support. I
would not insult him by suggesting that he himself
can have a clear conscience when he vindicates the
cr1.le1 war his country is wagirlg against the people of
Viet-Nam.

20. For at this very moment women, children and old
people are being blown to pieces by fragmentation
bc-mbs and burnt up by napalm and phosphorus dropped
by American aircraft on Viet-Nam. At tr..:s very
moment men are being tortured or summarily executed
by the "soldiers of liberty". At this very moment poor
peasants are fleeing their scorched villages, abandon
ing their paddy fields rendered useless by poisonous
chemicals, and being machine-gunned by planes and
tanks. We know what this means because among these
martyred people are thousands of our own kith and
kin, members of the Cambodian minority who have
succeeded in finding asylum in our country. The tale
of t~e atrocities they have suffered baffles the
imagination.

21. The American generals shrug their shoulders:
"War is war". At Oradour, Lidice, Warsaw and Co
ventry also, "War was war". In Viet-Nam the Ora
dours, the Lidices and the Warsaws have been lost
count of. The communiqu~s actuaHy announce with
great satisfaction that a record tonnage of fire and
steel has been poured upon the Viet-Namese villages
and cities.

22. The diplomats of the state Department proclaim
without a blush that their soldiers are "repelling the
aggression" or, better yet, that they are "defending
the freedom of the Viet-Namese people". I leave you
to jUdge whether this is, cynicism or callousness.

,

23. The Un:{ted states is the aggressor. That is a
h'uth which will go down in history despite the dis
tortions of American propagand::t. The United states
Government undeniably violated the Geneva Agree
ments on the very morrow of their sigriature when in
1955 large quantities of arms and thousands of mili
tary "advisers" were disembarked in Viet-Nam. Then
the popular uprising against the bloodthirsty and
tyrannical r~gime of Ngo Dinh Diem, which came to
be more and more controlled by Washington, was
countered by the Americans with the "special" war
in which they supplied the officers for the forces of
repression, herded the people into camps which
they called strategic villages, and so 011. When this
special war failed utterly, the United States began
its el:)calation by sending in its own combat divisions.
It was then only that the Democratic Republic of
Viet-Nam furnished direct aid to the National Libera-

tion Front in the south. Finally, the United States
Government claimed that Hanoi was the aggressor
and had to be punished. It was then that the terrorist
bombings of North Viet-Nam began.

24. What the United States Government is saying is
that the 500,000 men of its expeditionary force should
be free to massacre the people of South Viet-Nam, who
have arisen against the invader, and to impose their
will on a country which has been fighting for its inde
pendence for twenty-two years. Is there a single
country in the world where part of the population would
passively look on at the extermination of t.hose of its
own race and blood separated by an imaginary line
which was to be drawn for a short time only? 1"01'

Viet-Nam is a single nation and a single people-a
point which certain lines of propaganda would have
us forget.

25. The Americans claim that they have obligations
towards the Viet-Namese people they are destroying.
Admittedly in their eyes this people was at the outset
personified by the dictator Ngo Dinh Diem, who was
assassinated after he had tried belatedly to limit the
American invasion. Since then the Viet-Namese people
signifies some general or other installed at Saigon
through the good offices of the occupying forces and
thrown out as soon as he ceases to be in their good
graces. The grotesque and shameful comedy of the
elections of the Thieu-Ky combine, organized by the
American administration, has succeeded only in
making it still more obvious that South Viet-Nam is
regarded by the United States as a colony and itrs so
called Government as a screen to fool the Organization
and a docile international public opinion.

26. The truth is that, as that great statesman General
de Gaulle says, the Viet-Nam affair is a battle by a
national resistance against foreign armed interven
tion. Even the fiction of the assistance given by the
United States to the South Viet-Namese army of
Saigon can no longe:!' be sustained, since for practical
purposes that army no. longer takes part in the fighting.

27. What is America.:: .ggressiou. in Viet-Nam? It is
what we, the Members of the United Nations, have
sworn never again to tolerate; war in its most
cruel form against a peace-loving people. I know that
the Government of the United States protests its good
intentions and ~laims that it has no colonialist ambi
tion. But the colonil.\Hsts of the past were infinitely
less barbaric. They imposed their will, exploited our
resources. our riches and our labour. But the Ameri
can colonialists are engaged in genocide-human, cul
tural, moral, I;eligious genocide. They are destroying
all national and traditional values, replacing them with
violence, corruption in all it.; forms, and organized
destitution. The struggle of the Viet-Namese people
is legitimate, as is or wi.ll be that of the Asian,
African and especially the Latin American peoples
against aggression, domination or imperialist tute
lage. What we are all concerned to defend is the dig
nity of man, the right to absolute independence, the
right of all peoples to live in freedom and to develop
according to their wishes.

28. The settlement of the Viet-Nam question is a
matter for the Viet-Namese and the Viet-Namese
only. The United Nations has no right Whatever to
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intervene as an arbitrator, as the American Govern
ment seems to wish it to do. It is not, after all, a
question of arbitration between two parties in conflict
where the responsibilities can be apportioned. The
Viet-Nam affair is simply the case of a smdl country
attacked and invaded by the armed forces of a foreign
Power. Hence the only contribution which the United
Nations can make is, in accordance with the Charter,
to call upon the United States to end its aggression.

29. The representative of the United States has af
firmed once again that his Government is ready to
sit down at the negotiating table. But the plan he pro
poses for bringing peace to Viet-Nam offers nothing
new and does not in any way suggest that the United
States has renounced its plan to maintain its domina
tion over Viet-Nam through the military junta in
Saigon, after crushing the national resistance of the
South Viet-Namese. It is nevertheless strange to hear
the United States representative cite the 1954 Geneva
Agreements, which his country has consistently vio
lated, and actually ask that its right to continue to
violate th~m be recognized; for that is what is involved
when assurances are sought from the Government of
Hanoi before the bombing of North Viet-Nam is halted.

30. As was pointed out recently by Prince Norodom
Sihanouk in a message to Mr. Bebler, "The solution of
the Viet-Nam problem lies in the unconditional cessa
tion of American aggression from the air against
North Viet-Nam and the undertaking by ~he United
States to withdraw its troops from South Viet-Nam
where they are stationed without any right" G

31. Any America,n proposal for negotiation which
does not take this into account is doomed to fa.i1ure,
since it will quite rightly appear to both the Democratic
Republic ofViet-Nam and the National Liberation Front
of South Viet-Nam, which is the only genuine repre
se]1tative of the people of South Viet-Nam, as an obvious
attempt to bamboozle them.

32. If the American Government really wants to re
turn to the Geneva Agreements, it must sincerely
accept the four points of the Democratic Republic of
Viet-Nam'and the five points of the National Liberation
Front of South Viet-Nam, which are in accordance with
the letter and spirit of those Agreements. In that con
nexiol1 Cambodia would like to see all the signatories
to the General Agreements condemn the United States
aggression and call on the United States to put an end
immediately to its violation of the texts it has signed,
and to respect the terms they embody. CJ~arlythe first
step would be the immediate cessation of. the terrorist
bombing of North Viet-Nam, as called for even by
some of the United States' allies. But-and we must be
under no delusion about this-the South Viet-Namese
fjeople will fight for ten years, twenty yealrs if need
be, against the American army of occupation for the
right to settle its internal affairs without foreign in
terference or intervention.

33. But what would happen after we had left? ask the
American leaders. Our answer is that that is the con
cern of the Viet-Namese themselves and that no country
in the world can usurp the right to intervene in their
affairs. The State Department is acquainted with the
political programme of the National Liberation Front;
it does not constitute a threat to the security of the
United States and it is in line with the aspirations of

the South Viet-Namese people. If the clique of fascist
generals in Saigon wish to oppose that, let them; but
let them do so a.lone. The South Viet-Namese are at
liberty to choose the r€gime they want and to decide
their own fubre, since the Geneva Agreements have
never stipuiated. that this or that form of government
would not be allt;)wed in South Viet-Nam. For us Cam
bodians, non-intervention and non-interference in the
affairs of others are sacred principles, and we can
never accept the idea of any foreign Power whatsoever
imposing its own r~gime or ideology by violence or by
any other means.

34. I have dwelt on the question of Viet-Nam because
it concerns a neighbouring, fraternal country and also
because the imperialist policy of the United'States is
preparing other Viet-Nams in our Third World. To
morrow the American Government, applying the same
theories as in Viet-Nam, Cambodia and Laos, will
send its marines to Bolivia, Venezuela or Colombia
and its bombers to Cuba. Unless the United Nations
strenuously opposes the United States policy of world
hegemony there will soon be three or four Viet-Narns
in Asia, Africa and Latin America, with the inevitable
prospect of a world war.

35. As every year, the General Assembly Vi'ill have
to examine the question of the representation of China
in the United Nations. As every year, Cambodia will
ask that the People's Republic of China be invited to
resume its place usurped by the representatives of
Chiang Kai-shek, whose presence here is a scandal
that has gone on too long.

36. We know very well that the representatives of
the United states will assert once again that China
is a thl-eat to world peace, especially since it set out
to equip itself with nuclear weapons. And the Govern
ments under the thumb of Washington will, as always,
obey the directives for the maintenance of the status
g,uo.

37. But if China is propagating its ideology, the United
States is imposing throughout the world its military
bases, iis armies of occupation, its "local ll wars, its
fascist Governments resulting from coups d'etat insti
gated by the Central Intelligence Agency.

38. If China has become a nuclear Power, it has
solemnly undertaken never to be the first to use its
atomic weapons, whereas the United States at every
opportunity wields the threat of its prodigious arsenal
of atomic and hydrogen bombs against any country
which resists it. Who is threatening the peace of the
world?

39. The lawful representatives of a country of 700
million people are excluded from this Organization
in favour of a delegation which is nothing more than
the creature of the American authorities in the
Chinese province of Taiwan. The absurdity of this is
sufficient to demonstrate that in renouncing the prin
ciple of universality and bOWing to American instruc··
tions, the majority of the Members of this Assembly
are leading us all along a dangerous dead-end path.
There can be no doubt that failing the restoration to
China of the province of Taiwan, which is administered
without any entitlement by the United States! and fail
ing an invitation to the People's RepUblic of China to
resume its place among us, with all its rights and pre-
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rogatives, the United Nations will never be able to play
its proper r()le; on the contrary, its impotence will be
confirmed more and more clearly every year.

40. There is another Asian problem which calls for
an urgent solution, namely, the problem of the still
divided Korea. There is proof positive of the harm
done by the persistent interference of the United
Nations in this problem, which must be left to the
Korean people to solve. In South Korea under American
military occupation, popular resistance continues to
grow, especially since Korean divisions began to be
used for the American aggression in South Viet-Nam.
The domestic situation in that country is definitely
heading for another Viet-Nam. We believe that it is
the duty of the United Nations to act before it is too
late.

41. The Organization should therefore call for the
withdrawal of American troops from the territory of
South Korea, and order the dissolution of the United
Nations Commission for the Unification and Rehabili
tation of 'Korea, which is clearly serVing no useful
purpose. It would then be for the Korean people, by
themselves and without interference from outside, to
seek to reunify their country by peaceful means.

42. The crisis in the Middle East likewise weighs
very heavily upon this general debate. Cambodia de
plores the armed conflict which has taken place be
tween Israel and the Arab countries p and reiterates
that recourse to force only makes the settlement of
disputes more difficult. The adversaries today are
in an impasse created by Israel's mi.litary occupation
of .conquered Arab territories. Withdrawal must
therefore be a prior condition for discussions we
would like to see, based on the right of Israel to
existence and security, and the right of the Palestinian
people to have their legitimate claims satisfied.

43. We sincerely hope that an agreement consonant
with international law will be reached between all the
countries of the Middle East and Israel, although we
believe that such an agreement will only be possible
if the great Powers cease to interfere in the affairs
of either side. We are of course well aware of the
opposing views of Israel and the Arab countries, but
we refuse to believe that they cannot be reconciled.

44. The trend of the international situation and the
inability of the United Nations to command respect
for its Charter do not make for optimism. Imperialist
or neo-colonialist ambitions, the arrogance of the
great Powers, the Widening gulf between over
developed and under-developed, and racial oppression,
are everywhere causing wars, popular uprisings and
brutal repression.

45. As was pointed out by our revered and courageous
SecretarY-General U Thant, to whom we would like to
pay a very special tribute, we are drifting relentlessly
towards a world confrontation. Unfortunately, his
warnings are contemptuously rejected by irresponsible
or criminal leaders, and they find only a very feeble
response in this Assembly. Yet the United Nations had
and still has the means of remOVing, or at any rate
lessening, the causes of this calamitous drift.

46. Unfortunately, we find the United Nations en
dorsing so-called economic bodies designed by the

great imperialist Powers to impose their will on the
developing nations. Thus in the course of the past
year Cambodia has been urged to join financial or
ganizations or regional economic co-operation bodies
controlled by the United States, either directly or
with Japan as intermediary. We have also observed
that the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far
East and the Committee for the Coordination of In
vestigations of the Lower Mekong Basin are becoming
more and more the instruments of American policy.
This new form of imperialism is extremely serious,
because it increases the dependence of the Afro-Asian
and Latin American countries on the United States
and creates a threat for countries which, like Cam
bodia, are developing and making progress by their
own efforts.

47. It is equally deplorable that the United Nations
has been unable to end the manifestations of racism
which are a disgrace to so many countries. In South
Africa and in Rhodesia, the African population is
suffering vile oppression by Governments which openly
flaunt their racism. In Angola and Mozambique colo
nialist domination is the order of the day. And how
could we forget that the Cambodian minority in South
Viet-Nam is still victim of physical, cultural and reli
gious genocide on the part of the American/South
Viet-Namese army and administration?

48. In the United States itself. the desperate struggle
by 25 million black citizens to affirm their human
dignity and to acquire the elementary rights they are
refused deserves our full support, because their
struggle is our own. the struggle of all peoples of
colour whom Lertain fundamentally racist Western
Powers are trying to maintain under their thumb.
We therefore believe that to allow the Headquarters
of the United Nations to remain in a country engaged
in the extermination of Asians in Viet-Nam and in
violence against its own negro citizens is an anomaly
which needs to be remedied.

49. The Cambodian delegation therefore trusts that
the General Assembly will tackle the grave problems
before it at the present session with a determination
to seek the bold and just solutions which the peoples
of the world await.

50. In conclusion, allow me to say that we were de
lighted at the election of Mr. Corneliu Manescu as
President of this s~ssion of the General Assembly.
The Cambodian delegation extends to him its warmest
congratUlations and its best wishes for complete suc
oess in the high office entrusted to him.

51. Mr. GARCIA ROBLES (MeXico) (translated from
Spanish). I know of no better way to begin my state
ment l Mr. President, than to convey to you the very
sincere congratulations of my delegation on the
honourable and well-deser,red appointment conferred
upon you by the General Assembly. The exemplary
manner in which you have been conducting our de
bates and the judicious words of your opening state
ment testify to the wisdom of that appointment. My
delegation entirely agrees with the point which you
made on that occasion, namely, that more than ever
before, the present international situation calls for
the intensification of efforts by small and medium
sized countries to foster regard for morality and
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respect for the rule of law in relations between
states and between peoples.

52. I should aJso like to extend our congratulations
to Ambassador Pazhwak, who with such distinction
and ability has presided over, not only the twenty
first session, but also the two special sessions of the
General Assembly which dealt with problems whose
seriousness and importance it would be difficult to
overstate.

53. The year 1967 will not be outstanding in the
annals of the United Nations so far as concerns in
ternational peace and security, responsibility for
the maintenance of which was placed upon the Or
ganization, as its main task, by the Charter signed
~t San Francisco.

54. The truth of this statement is so self-evident
that there is no need for me to try and substantiate
it. In the first of the two parts of my speech, I should
merely like to make a few general remarks about my
country's position on the questions of Viet-Nam and
the Middle East, and with regard to one of the funda
mental principles of the Charter.

55. In addressing this Assembly in the general de
bate at the twenty-first session [1418th meeting], the
Se(}r(~tary for Foreign Affairs of Mexico expressed
our Government's deep concern over the war in
Viet-Nam. He said that the war undoubtedly consti
tuted the most serious threat to world peace since the
Korean War in 1950. For reasons known to all, he
went on, it would appear that the United Nations is not
now in a position to take action to settle that conflict.
He ll'epeated that Mexico is nevertheless ready to lend
its moral support to any pl'actical proposal that will
enable the parties directly involved to begin negotia
tions as soon as possible to end this war, in which the
principal victims are the Viet-Namese people, who
have been shedding their blood year after year. The
conflicting forces, interests and ideologies are such,
he continued, that the co-operation which countries
not involved in the conflict can offer, especially those
without great materiG.I power, lies not so much in sug
gesting practical measures, as in solemnly exhorting
the Powers with major responsibility to keep open all
channels of communication that may lead to a peaceful
settlement. He concluded by recalling the secretary
General's unUring and patient efforts, and declared
that "although he has not yet achieved what we all de
sire, all men of goodwill are in debt to U Thant".

56. It is just over a yea:-." sllnce those words were
uttered before the General Assembly, but the time
that has elapsed since, far from diminishing their
VT,lidity, has increased-if that were possible-th~

extreme urgency of the exhortation contained in them.
Today m.ore than ever, therefore, it is essential that
the SecI'Jta::Y~'(~Ar,e:ral~-",Y:hois at the head of the only
principal Unil'ed Nation>; organ which for the time
L"(~ing seemf.i in a POSiti,Ol1 to take effective measures to
I'€.l1110v'e the confliet from the battlefield and bring it to
the confe:reruJ,e' table-should :rf"-:::eive the loyal and sin
cere co'·opera~,io:nof all Mem.bers of our Organization
~o that hisV'iork of reconnHiatix)n may finally bring
forth the results which nIl men hope for.

57. The unsta.blE' aitl,Aation that has existed in the
Middle East {o']"' 'l,wo de{'ades as a legacy of what was

,..
I

originally called "The Palestine question" deteriorated
in the spring of this year to the point where it broke
out into armed conflict of grave proportions.

58. Mexico did its utmost to help to restore peace in
the region in accordance with the principles of justice
and international law as laid down in the Charter. The
unselfish objectives we were pursuing and the prin
ciples which guided our actions have been summed up
in the e.nnual report presented by President Diaz
Ordaz to the Congress of the Union of Mexican states
on 1 September 1967, in which, inter alia, he stated:

"In the turbulent world in which we live, we fre
quently have to face emergency situations. At times
they endanger universal peace and cause moral and
material demage difficult or impossible to repair
in coun.tries whose geographical remoteness from
our own. does not exclude them from the close fellow
feeling we have for all men everywhere.

"At the outbreak of the conflict in the Middle East,
we expressed our hope that some means could be
found of channelling action along paths leading to
peace.

"Subsequently, in the United Nations, the Latin
American countries set up a negotiating group con
sisting of the representatives of Mexico, Brazil
and Trinidad and Tobago. They submitted to the
General Assembly a draft resolution which, al
though it obtained the largest number of votes of
all the draft resolutions of a general nature that
were submitted (57 votes out of a total of 120), did
not obtain the two-thirds majority required by the
United Nations Charter for adoption. It was closely
followed by the draft formulated by Yugoslavia and
a group of so-called 'non-aligned' countries. Both
drafts were united in their condemnation of the use
of force and in pointing out the need for Israel to
return all the Arab lands which it has occupied
since 5 June last. The fundamental difference, as
we see it, between the two drafts lies in the fact
that the Latin-American text specified that the
withdrawal of Israel forces should form part of a
programme leading to the establiBhment of a last
ing peace.

"The experience of recent years shows us that
any proposal, if it is to be truly effective, must
establish norms that would permifc those peoples to
live as good neighbours, fUlly re:specting one an
other's sovereignty, territorial integrity and rights.

"We believe that Mexico has discharged a his
torical and political duty in condemning the use of
force for the solution of international conflicts,and
in once again repeating that war confers no rights
and that to base law on the amoral use of physical
violence would be tantamount to destroying the
very foundations of what mankind has always under
stood by law. We refuse to recognize the alleged
validity of so-called victories on the battlefield."

59. My delegation regrets that the efforts of the fifth
emergency special session of the Assembly have
proved fruitless. We are prepared to give our support
to any attempt to resolve the conflict, as long as it
complies with the basic principles enunciated by the
President of Mexico in his annual report, to which I
have just referred.
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60. We are convinced that it is in times of crisis,
when international events or situations may cause
some of us to doubt the validity and immutability of
the fundamental principles of the Charter, that it is
most important to restate them and define them pre
cisely. Accordingly, at the recent session in Geneva
of the Special Committee on Principles' of Inter
national Law Concerning Friendly Relations and Co
operations among States, Mexico not only reaffirmed
its unqualified support for the principle of non
intervention, as defined in General Assembly [reso
lttdon 2131 (XX)], but at the same time submitted to
that Committee a joint proposal [A/6799, para. 27],
in sponsoring which it was joined by Argentina,
Chile, Guatemala and Venezuela-that is to say, all
the other Latin American States represented on the
Committee-on the principle prohibiting the threat or
use of force in international relations. I shall take the
liberty of explaining the content of that proposal in
some detail, both because of its intrinsic importance,
and because the General Assembly will be called upon
to consider it at its present session.

61. The draft, which is drawn up in the form of a
declaration, begins by reaffirming the duty of every
State to refrain in its international relations from
the threat or use of force against the territorial
integrity or political independence of any State, or
in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes
of the United Nations. After adding that "such threat
or use of force shall never be used as a means of
settling international issues VI, it goes on to spell out
a series of specific corollaries and obligations which
derive automatically from the foregoing fundamental
principle without limiting its generality. Since the com
plete text of the principles, corollaries and obligation~

oan readily be consulted in the report which the Special
Committee is to submit to the Assembly, I shall refrain
from reading them out, although I consider it indis
pensable that they should be known to all delegations.
I would merely mention here that they include the
principle that:

"In accordance with the United Nations Charter,
no territorial acqui'sitions or special advantages
obtained by force or by other means of coercion
shall be recognized".

62. The joint proposal, after enumerating all the
various specific prohibitions which should be re
garded as included under the general prohibition of
the threat or use of force, proceeds to define the
only three cases in which, in accordance with the
United Nations Charter, the use of force is lawful,
setting out the condit~ons that must be fulfilled in each
case.

63. The use of force shall be considered lawful,
solely and exclusively:

(1) When it is undertaken by or under the authority
of a competent United Nations organ in accordance
with the relevant provisions of the charter;

(2) Wl\en it. is undertaken in the exercise of the .in
herent right of individual or collective self-defe{lCe~'
recognized by Article 51 of the Charter, on the very
clear understanding, as the proposal specifies iJ;'l this
respect, that this right "may be exercised 'only in
confronting ·armed attack, without prejudice' to the

right of a State which is subject to subversive or
terrorist acts support~d by one or more other States,
to take reasonable and appropriate measures to safe
guard its institutions";

(3) When it is undertaken by a regional agency, with
reference to which case the proposal, as in the pre
'vious instance, adds a highly important condition
that "the use of force by regional agencies, except
in the case of self-defence, requires the express
authorization of the Security Council, in accordance
with Article 53 of the United Nations Charter".

64. Of course, the codification of the obligations en
tailed by the principles of the Charter would serve
little purpose if it resulted in the compilation of
documents which, however higr. their quality, were
of purely academic interest. My delegation believes
that, if ("lr Organization is to avoid the sad fate that
befell its predecessor, the League of Nations, it is
essential that each and every Member should scrupu
lously observe the principles of the Charter in its
relations with other States, and that it should fulfil,
with equal scrupulousness and in good faith, the obli
gations deri-:ring from them.

65. We venture to hope that this requirement, though
obviously difficult, will be safely realizable since a
calm and objective analysis of the lessons of history
demonstrates conclusively that such a course is in
the long run the best way of defending the legitimate
interests of all the peoples of the world, whether the
States they belong to are large or small, weak or
mighty. Suffice it to recall what was so rightly stated
in this respect by Grotius as long as three centuries
ago, in the Prolegomena to his Treaty on the Law of
War and Peace:

"For since, by his own admission, the national
who in his own country obeys its laws is not foolish,
even though, out of regard for that law he may be
obliged to forego certain things advantageous for
himself, so that nation is not foolish which does not
press its own advantage to the point of disregarding
the laws common to nations. The reason in either
case is the same. For just as the national, who
violates the law of his country in order to '..")btain
an immediate advantage, breaks down that by which
the advantages of himself and his posterity are for
all future time aSI:mred, so the State which trans
gresses the laws of nature and of nations cuts away

. also the bulwarks which safeguard its own future
peace".l/

66" As I implied at the outset, this year has wit
nessed, and continues to witness, international events
and situations which offer precious little encourage
ment to those of us who consider that the United
Nations Charter should be the ultimrte criterion in
relations between States. This is perhaps a further
:['eason for singling out, as a means of warding off
pessimism, an undertaking of transcendental im
portance, which it was the good fortune of Latin
America to bring to a successful conclusion in Feb
ruary 1967, and which has already been referred to
in comIllimentary terms by so many distinguished
representatives in their statements; I shall speak

Y Hugo Grotius. On the Law of War and Peace. Oxford, The Claren
don Press, 1925, Vol. Il, p. 16.
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of this undertaking now, in the second part of my
statement.

67. On 27 November 1963, a few minutes after the
General Assembly had adopted, without a single
opposing vote, [resolution 1911 (XVIII)], entitled
"Denuclearization of Latin Amer'ica" [1265th meet
ing], I had occasion to come to this very rostrum to
explain briefly the significance that Mexico attached
to the decision which had just been adopted, and which
I ventured to term historic.

68. I said at that time that the resolution was both a
challenge and a testimony:

Ita challenge to the ability of the Latin American
States to work together and to achieve unanimous
results that reflect the intense desire for peace with
which, we are sure, all their peoples without excep
tion are imbued" [ibid., para. 78];

"a testimony that Latin America has now come of
age and is able to assess correctly the real desires
of its peoples" [ibid., para. 8l];

and I added by way of conclusion:

"We do not intend to act rashly or hastily• We shall
follow the advice of the wise Latin adage and make
haste slowly, but we shall make haste.

"Today, with the historic resolution adopted by
this Assembly, Latin America starts along the road
to denuclearization. We are convinced that sooner
or later we shall achieve that goal, forwe can count
upon the unreserved and enthusiastic support of all
our peoples". [ibiq., paras. 90 and 91.]

69. These words were to prove prophetic. In fact,
only three years and a few months later, on 12 Feb
ruary 1967, the twenty-one member States of the
Preparatory Commission for the Denuclearization of
Latin America, meeting at the offices of the Mexican
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, at Tlatelolco, unanimously
adopted the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America, which is already known
by the name of that historic district of my country's
capital.

70. It was no less a person than the Secretary-General
of the United Nations who make a point of stressing the
overwhelming importanoe of the Treaty-a truly Latin
American contribution to disarmament and peace" In
his message to the Preparatory Commission that
s:~me 12 February, U Thant stated emphatically:

"The signature of this Treaty on the 14th of this
month will be an event of historical significance in
the world~wide effort to prevent the proliferation of
nuclear weapons and to curb the nuclear arms race.

"The' Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons
in Latin America marks an important milestone in
the long and difficult search for disarmament. It
takes its place together with the Antarctic Treaty of
1959, the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 1963, and the
Outer Space Treaty of January 1967 in establishing
limits to the nuclear arms race. It provides the
statute for the creation, for the first time in history"
of a nuclear-free zone for an inhabited portion of
the earth.

"The provisions of the Treaty also mark a major
step forward in the field of verification and control.
Among the treaties I have mentioned, the one you
have today approved is the first and only ,one that
establishes an effective system of control, under a
permanent and supervisory organ •••

"The success you have achieved in your work
here will stand not only as a landmark but will be
an encouraging example, and I trust also an im
portant stimulant, for progress in other disarma
ment measures of world-wide as well as of regional
significance. The importance of your work also goes
beyond that of the field of nuclear disarmament; it
contributes in a concrete way to the promotion of
international peact. ':.:.nd security.

"The nations of Latin America can, with ample
justification, take pride in what they' have wrought
by their own initiative and through their own efforts. "

71. Of course, the Treaty of Tlatelolco-the first
example of the unconditional prohibition of nuclear
weap('ns in inhabited portions of the earth, which Latin
America offers to the world as testimony of its de
sire for peace and its unequivocal repUdiation of such
weapons of mass destruction-was not concluded on
the spur of the moment, and this is one of its principal
merits. In fact, it wa,s the outcome of steady and con
tinuous joint efforts by the Latin American States, by
which it was patiently discussed, drafted and approved.

72. It is not my intention to review those efforts in
detail here; I shall have an opportunity later, in the
First Committee, to refer to the most noteworthy
milestones in their progress. For the time being,
I shall merely recall that, immediately after the
closure of the eighteenth session of the General As
sembly, the Mexican Foreign Ministry initiated active
consultations with the foreign ministries of the other
Latin American Republics with a view to determining
what might be the most effective procedures for im
plementing the recommendations contained in General
Assembly [resolution 1911 (XVIII)!. The outcome of
those consultations was the Preliminary Meeting on
the Denuclearization of Latin America, held in Mexico
from 23 to 27 November 19G4. That meeting saw the
setting up of the Preparatory Commission for the
Denuclearization of Latin America, which also had
its headquarters in Mexico City. I had the signal
honour of presiding over the Commission, which, in
the course of four sessions between March 1965 and
February 1967, successfully carried out the task
entrusted to it, namely, to draft the test of what was
to become the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America.

73. I do not believe that this is an appropriate forum
for making a close analysis ofthe principal provisions
of the Treaty of Tlatelolco, although in due course I
shall attempt to do so in the First Committee. I should
merely like to draw attention to a few aspects of this
international instrument and model which I believe
are of particular significance.

74. First of all, because of the privileged conditions
which fortunately exist in Latin America, the Treaty
of Tlatelolco .has been able to go further than a non
proliferation treaty, in that it is designed permanently
to prohibit nuclear weapons from Latin American
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82. Lastly, as far as the nuclear Powers are con
cerrled, we regret to note that, although eight m9nths
have already elapsed since the Treaty of Tlatelolco
was opened for signature, the recommendation ad
dressed to the Powers in General Assembly [reso'J,u
tion 1911 (XVIII)] has not yet been fully carried jUt.

Nevertheless, we would like to think that, before we
have concluded our consideration of agenda item ~1,

or, in any event, before the end of the twenty-second

81. My Government~ which helieves that example is
the best preacher, has just deposited, 01,120 September
last, its instrument of ratification, to which it annexed
the following statement:

"The Government of Mexico, in ratifying the Treaty
for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin
America, expressly states that, for the purposes of
article 28 p paragraph 2, of the aforesaid Treaty,
it waives in their entirety the requirements laid
down in paragraph 1 of the said article, in order
that the Treaty may enter into force, with respect
to Mexico, at the time when the instrument of ratifi
cation is deposited."

76. A third aspect which should also be stressed-as
indeed it was by the Secretary-General in his message
of 12 February 1967 to the Preparatory Commission
and again in the Introduction to his Annual Report
[A/6701/Add.1]-is that this is the first treaty to be
concluded in the field of disarmament that establishes
an effective system of control under a permanent
supervisory organ. The system includes the full ap
plication of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) safeguards, but it is much wide!' in scope. In
the first place, it is intended to verify not only "that
dev'ices. services and facilities intended for peaceful
uses of nuclear en.::rgy are not used in the testin.g or
manufacture of nuclear weapons", but also to ensure
that none of the activities prohibited in article 1 of the
Treaty are carried out in the territory of the Con
tracting Parties with nuclear materials or weapons
introduced from abr0ad, and that any explosions for
peaceful purposes that may be carried out are com
patible with article 18 of the Treaty. In the second
place, the Treaty assigns important supervisory duties
to the three principal organs-established under the
Treaty-of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America, namely, the General Con
ference, the Council and the Secretariat.

77. Finally, I cannot but make specific mention, even
in such a general review as this, ofwhat is undoubtedly
one of the chief merits of the Treaty of Tlatelolco,
namely, that it has succeeded in reconciling the com
prehensive and absolute prohibition-without excep··
tions or reservations of any kind-of nuclear weapons
with the right of the Contracting Parties to the peaceful
use of t1:le atom for their own economic and social de
velopment. Both principles, the principle of the pro
hibition. of nuclear weapons and that of the pea~eful

uses of the atom, are embodied in the Treaty. The pro
hibition, howe~Ter, in article 1, is absolute and with
out res~rvations, whilst, under articles 17 and 18,
the peaceful uses of atomic energy are, as could not
be otherwise, subject to the condition that they do not
entail violation oX' infringement of the unqualified
prohibition of nuc:lear weapons. The control system
to which I have already referred and the incorpora
tion into the Treaty of an objective definition of what,
for the pu.rpose of the Treaty. shall be understood by
the term "nuclear weapon" constitute adequate and ef
fective guarantees that the relevant provisions of the
Treaty will not be violated either overtly or clandes
tinely ~md~ in particular, that it will be impossible to
test or manufacture nuclear weapons under the pre-

75. Secondly, while it is true that the Treaty was
prec~ded by two other treaties which are somewhat
similar in their objectives, namely, the Antarctic
Treaty of 1959 and the Treaty on the Use of Outer
Space p which was signed in January 1967, these lat
ter relate respectively to areas covered by eternal
snows, and to celestial bodies millions of miles re-.
moved from us. The Treaty of Tlatelolco is, there
fore, the first to be concluded in respect of territories
densely populated· by man and covering almost the
whole of one continent of the earth.

vork i ,

LI be
im- I'ma-

.onal ['
goes :

It; it
~)n of
1I
I

mple
>ught
rts."

first
~lear

Latin
,.

\j3 de-
such
~d on
Icipal
con-
~s, by
oved.

rts in
in the
'orthy
)eing,
r the
LI As-
active
other
(lining
Ir im-
meral
me of
ing on
iexico
aw the
or the
;0 had
signal
ich, in
05 ~md
,. task....

.at was
uclear

forum
li8ions

I)Urse I
should
of this
believe I

lditions
Treaty
a non-

anently
ilerican

:~ii -...-_.. ~

role 1.1 territories, irrespective of the State exercising con- text of carrying out nuclear explosions fof' peaceful
you 11 trol over those weapons, thus ensuring that Latin purposes.
that \1 America will be completely free of nuclear weapons
er a for all time. 78. General Assembly [resollution 1911 (XVIII)] con-

tains recommendations arldressed to three separate
parties: the States of Latin America, the nuclear
Powers, and the Secretary-General of the United
Nations. Put briefly, the purpose of these recom
mendations was threefold: to encourage the Stater
of Latin America to initiate studies and take measures,
as they deemed appropriate, in order ~o conclude a
treaty designed to prohibit nuclear weapons in Latin
America; to recommend the nuclear Powers, once
such a treaty had been concluded, to "lend their full
co-operation" for the effective realization of the peace
ful aims of the resolutionj and to request the Secre
tary-General to extend to the States of Latin America
such technical facilities as they might require in order
to ensure the success of their undertaking.

79. The Latin American States are especially grateful
to the Secretary-General for his help. Not only has he
always extended, through the Chief of the Disarmament
Affairs Division, all the invaluable technical assistance
which was requested of him, but also in each of the
introductions to his annual reports since the Prepara
tory ComItlission was set up, he has been good enough
to include' the stimulus of his encouraging comments
on the Commission's work.

80. So far as the Latin American States are concerned,
the Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in
Latin America, which is included on the agenda of the
present session as item 91 and which has already been
signed by twenty of the twenty-one States that approved
it, is the best proof that they have faithfully carried out
the most arduous part of their task. It still remains
for them, however, to see that the necessary steps are
taken to enable the Agency for the Prohibition of
Nuclear Weapons in Latin America, which is set up
under the Treaty, to come into operation as soon as
the Treaty has entered into force among eleven States,
in accordance with the provisions of article 28, para
graph 2. We venture to hope that this will be within
one year at the mOBt.
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session of the Assembly, these Powers will have
found it possible to affix their signatures to Addi
tional Protocol 1I, which is addressed to them. We
base this belief on our conviction that words should
be matched with deeds. In fact, Additional Protocol II
wvuld place upon the nuclear Powers only two obliga
tions, which the representatives of those Powers-with
the exception of the People's Republic of China-have
repeatedly stated that they are prepared to undertake.
They have given this undertaking either in general
debates in the United Nations and in the Eighteen
Nation Committee on Disarmament or in correspond
ence reproduced in the documents of the Preparatory
Commission for the Denuclearization of Latin
America. The obligations would be those set forth in
the Treaty of 'I'latelolco, Additional Protocol Il, ar
ticles 2 and 3, in the following terms:

ff. •• not to contribute in any way to the perform
ance of acts involving a violation of the obligations
of article 1 of the Treaty in the territories to which
the Treaty applies, in accordance with article 4
thereof. "

And secondly:

"••• not to use or threaten to use nuclear weapons
against the Contracting Parties of the Treaty•••• "

83. Before concluding, I should like to quote what a
well-known historian, an acknowledged expert in inter
national affairs has said re(\,~ntly about the terrible
threat which nuc~ear weapons pose for mankind. The
man to whom I refer is Arnold Toynbee. Early in
1967 he said that whenever a new weapon had been
invented in the past, people had expressed the view
that it was so terrible it must not be used. Never
theless, it had been used and, terrible though it was,
it had not caused the human race to perish. But men
were now in possession of something which could
actually destroy life on our planet. Mankind had not
found itself in such a situation since the end of the
stone Age. It was then that we had succeeded in domin
ating lions, tigers and other such beasts. From
that time on, the survival of the human race had
seemed assured. But since 1945, our sur'iival had
again become uncertain, because we had, so to speak,
turned into lions and tigers ourselves. The threat to
the survival of mankind had in fact 'been far greater
since 1945 than it had at any time during the first
million years of history.

84. It is within the context of such considerations as
these that we can best assess the importance of the
contribution made by Latin America in concluding
the Treaty of Tlatelolco and in prohibiting forever
such terrible weapons of mass destruction from the
Latin American sub-continent, with its 250 million
inhabitants and its area of over 20 million square
kilumetres.

>5. The United Nations is a world organization and,
what is more, an organization that must of necessity
be universal in its aims. Accordingly, the temporary
set-backs that it may encounter in one area of the
world will ("always be offset by achievements in one or
more other areas.

86. What I have just been saying is well illustrated by
the comprehensive review I have made of three sub-

jects to which we th';,nk the General Assembly should
give priority of corisideration. Two of them are on
the agenda, and the first, although not on the agenda,
is undoubtedly of main concern to all the peoples of
the world.

87. The fact that this initiative-the military denu
clearization of Latein America-has been successfully
concluded, and that the many and arduous difficulties
inherent in any attempt at disarmament, even a very
modest one-and this is not so modest-have been
overcome, may encourage us to find, through mutual
goodwill, frank negotiation and a sincere spirit of
conciliation, construotive solutions to other prob
lems which today it is more essential than ever to
resolve, since the choice between war and peace is
directly and immediately involved. We may then not
have to reproach ourselves for relinquishing or fail
ing to stand firmly enough on principles which, and
not without good reason, are termed fundamental, for
they are what holds our Organization together and
justifies its continued existence.

88. Mr. GRIMES (Liberia): I seize this opportunity,
on behalf of the Liberian delegation and myself, to
extend to you, Mr. President, our heartiest congratu
lations on your election as President of the General
Assembly at its twenty-second session. We are in
deed fortunate, in our opinion, to have such a capable
and experienced diplomat and statesman as you to
guide and direct the deliberations of this Assembly.

89. I also compliment your eminent predecessor,
Ambassador Abdul Rahman Pazhwak, who presided
over the twenty-first session, the fifth special ses
sion and the fifth emergency special Gession, for
handling his arduous task in such a manner as to win
for himself the admiration and respect of us all.

90. The twenty-second session of the General As
sembly has begun at a time when the clouds on the
international horizon are dark indeed. International
peace is in jeopardy and the fute of mankind hangs in
the balance. People are troubled, apprehensive and
anxious because man's creative genius has permitted
him to invent nuclear, thermonuclear and other
weapons of mass destruction with which he can destroy
himself rapidly and easily; but he has been unable, it
appears, to use the same genius to achieve the peace
for which mankind yearns.

91. There are serious problems in Viet,-Nam as the
war there be~omes more 'violent, cruel and bloody. It
also points up the series of unsolved problems involv
ing other divided countries-Germany and Korea.
There is the grim situation in southern Africa which
threatens a serious race conflict. There is also the
tense situation in the Middle East which has been
with us for the past two decades and which has re
sulted in three military conflicts. We need to find
solutions to those problems.

92. In addition there must be included the critical
economic problems facing developing countries in
the seventh year of the United Nations Development
Decade. The modest goals set for the Decade have
not been attained, and the first six years can easily
be regarded as a failure. This situation is engendering
more tensions, instability and conflict, with dire con
sequences for peace.
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tinued testing and have thereby prevented the conclu
sion of an absolute test ban.

98. The tremendous arms build··up, far from assuring
us of true security, is generating more uncertainty,
scepticism, mistrust and suspicion. This in turn is
creating more apprehension, more misgiving, fear
and alarm. However, we do not seem to possess either
the courage or the resoluteness to take bold steps to
end the senseless armaments race so as to make
available the resourges which could be usefully de
ployed to fight the war that mankind must wage
against ignorance, poverty and disease. It is indeed
a tragiC and pathetic situation, and it is no wonder
that some people have even expressed doubts that dis
armament is a realistic goal in the world today.

99. In spite of the frustrations in this field and our
apparent inability to control the inventions which
our scientific advancement has made possible, we
cannot afford to despair. We must redouble our ef
forts, improve the machinery of our Organization,
and do all we can to find peaceful solutions to inter
national disputes, and to ensure mankind's over-all
progress so that we can all benefit by scientific
inventions and live a better life free from fear and
anXiety.

100. At'~ ~res8 conference just before the openingof
this session of the Assembly, our Secretary-General
expressed the hope that the Assembly would take new
initiatives to bring the Vial' in Viet-Nam to an end~ Un
fortunately, due to ideological Qonsiderations s the divi
ston of some countries, which was made for military
reasons and regarded as temporary, is now, for ~11

practical considerations, permanent and is a source
of unfortunate tensions. It is still our hope that, free
from ideology, the peoples in such Territories can be
permiUed to express their opinions unfettered, and
that all countries will respect the results emanating
from such a free expression of opinion.

101. The conflict in Viet-Nam has reached such pro
po:::'tions that the United Nations should seek to get
the parties to the conflict to the conference table with
the least possible delay, S'O that the negotiations which
may then begin might be gi:ven the chance to bring about
peace in Viet-Nam, and, in the case of other divided
countries, to induce the proper exercise of their in
herent right of self-determination.

102. In the introduction to his annual report [A/6701/
Add.l, para. 49], the Secretary-General enunciated
the following fundamental principles which could be
usefully applied to the Middle East crisis: the terri
torial integrity of every State must be respected and
the occupation by military force of the territory of
one State by another cannot be condoned; eyery state's
right to exist must be accepted by all oth~r states;
every State is entitled to security within its own
borders; the Palestine Arab refugees "have a natural
right to be in their homeland and to have a future";
and there should be free and unimpeded naVigation for
all through international waterways according to in
ternational conventions.

103. The Liberian Government endorses these prin
ciples and feels that if they could be accepted as bind
ing by all the parties to the conflict, in negotiations
direct or indirect, and faithfully executed and guaran-Y Documents ENDC/192 and ENDC/193.

93. Every nation has a stake in the peace of the world"
Mankind is asking for and demanding a better life, thle
attainment of which is essential to peace. Betterment
must be sought through peaceful change so that we can
avoid the series of unending crises which continue to
bedevil the international scene and which could result
in a global holocaust that would be most undesirable
and catastrophic.

Mr. Fakhreddine (Sudan), Vice-President, took the
Chair.

94. Today, more than ever, our Assembly must
bring the full force of its influence to bear on the
issues of war and peace. Our search for peace should
be resolute, but in that search we must adopt a
balanced approach towards promoting material pro
gress and ensuring social justice and social progress
for all mankind. It is only through finding and securing
peace that we can ensure human survival. Here in the
United Nations we have an opportunity to sb'engthen
this institution so as to accelerate the purEuit of those
important natural goals and aspirations. If we fail to
achieve peace, we may have the dubious distinction of
witnessing at least the initial stages of the self
destruction of the human species.

95. I stated at the twenty-first session:

"Much depends Oil the success and future of the
United Nations. International peace :;md sucurity de
pend on it. The whole future of the human race ma'y
well depend on it. The United Nations may be the
Organization on which humanity's hope for survival
hinges. If it fails, then all of us have failed. Let
not national honour ••• stand in the way' of the salva
tion of mankind." [1435th meeting, para. 5.]

96. We are pleased to note the following three impor
tant recent achievements in the field of disarmament:
the approval given to the Treaty on Principles Govern
ing the Activities of states in the Exploration and Use
of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial
Bodies [resolution 2222 (XXI)]; the c~onclusion in
Mexico City of a Treaty for the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons in Latin America [see A/6663]; and the draft
treaty on nuclear non-proliferation submitted on 24
August 1967 by the P'lited States and the Soviet Union
in the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament..Y
In spite of this there are still many problems in con
nexion with these treaties which are open and un
solved, and it is still not safe to say that a significant
advance has yet been made toward general and com
plete disarmament.

97. Unfortunately neither France nor the People's
RepUblic of China participates in the Eighteen-Nation
Committee on Disarmament and atmospheric tests
have continued. The deadlock continues between the
United States and the Soviet Union on an acceptable sys
tem to verify compliance with an undergrO\md nuclear
test ban. The latter insists that national means of
detection are adequate to verify an underground test
ban, but the former insists that present scientific
capabilities are still inadequate and that on-the-spot
inspections are necessary. One wonders whether there
may not be considerations of apparent military, neces
sity which have weighted the scales in favour of con-
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ing the inalienable right of the peoples of the Terri
tories under Portugulese domination to freedom and
independence, in accordance with resolution 1514 (XV),
and calling upon Portugal to apply immediately the
principle of self-determination. Instead, according
to some reports, the Portuguese Government has in
tensified its military operations in those Territories
by launching air attacks and bombarding villages and
defenceless peoples.

110. Why does Portugal continue to adhere to its
anachronistic policy of arguing that these Territories
are integral parts of Portugal, and to ignore inter
national opinion as well as the resolutions of the
Security Council and the General Assembly? This is
not understandable. The inherent right of people to
self-determination cannot be denied, and repressive
measures by Portugal, with all the assistance of its
NATO allies, cannot kill this right. It is in Portugal's
own i.nterest to formulate new policies which will en
able the people in the Territories under its domination
to make a free choice as to the future direction which
they desire to pursue.

111. The United Nations should not sit idly by while
Portugal flouts its decisions and recommendations,
disregards its principles and violates the obligations
of the Charter. Such insults and affronts are bound to
have an adverse effect on the prestige of the Organiza
tion. It is important that action be taken, and taken
soon, to ensure that Portugal respects the Charter
obligations which i'~ voluntarily agreed to when it
accepted membership of the United Nations.

112. At the request of the United Kingdom in Decem
ber 1966, mandatory sanctions were imposed by the
Security Council [reSOlution 232 (1966)] on Rhodesian
exports of asbestos, iron ore, chrome, sugar, pig iron,
tobacco, copper, meat, hides and leather, and on
Rhodesian imports of oil, arms, motor vehicles, air~

craft and spares. These sanctions followed the earlier
finding of the Council [resolution 217 (1965)] that the
continued existence of the lan Smith r~gime was a
threat tq international peace and security.

'-'"
113. Despite~his, reports indicate that exports to
Rhodesia by West Germany, France, Japan, the Euro
pean Economic Community (EEC) and the European
Free Trade Association (EFTA)-excluding the United
Kir.gdom-have increased subf:ltantially during the first
part of 1967. So have exports to South Africa by Italy,
West Germany, the Netherlands, Spain and EEC, and it
is well known that some goods exported to South Africa
are also re-exported to Rhodesia. In the meantime,
imports from Rhodesia and South Africa by some
countries have also been substantially increased. fur
thermore, it now seems to be an open secret that
South Africa has become an entrepot for Rhodesia.

114. In addition, although the United Kingdom has im
posed an oil blockade at Beira, it seems that substan
tial quantities of oil are being delivered to Rhodesia
through Louren90 Marques. Moreover, the United
Kingdom has failed to raise this in the Security Coun
cil so as to determine whether the Security Council
would favourably consider any extension of the blockade
to include Louren90 Marques and other nearby ports.
Thus, sanctions are being contemptibly violated by
some countries and the United Kingdom seems to be
involved in this indirectly.
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teed by the international community, it might open the
path to a new era of peace and co-operation in the
Middle East.

104:. It is most gratifying to note this significant ac
complishment, namely, the conclusion of a Treaty on
Principles Governing the Activities of States in the
Exploration and Use of Outer Space, signed by sixty
two countries last January. This Treaty has extended
the principles of international law to outer space and
prohibits the placing of weapons of mass destruction
in orbit, on the moon or other celestial bodies. It
provides that the e:h.rploration and use of outer space
should be undertaken for the benefit of all peoples
and proscribes outer space from the claim of national
sO\Tereignty. Thus co-operation and mutual assistance
are important principles in this Treaty.

105. Whilst there is still some criticism as to the
adequacy of the Treaty, my delegation feels that the
step taken is important and that, with goodwill on all
sides, minor defects can be cured and loopholes
closed so that the Treaty may well become an im
portant model to be tried in some other fields. The
United Nations Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space, its various Sub-Committees, the Soviet
Union and the United States are all to be congratu
lated for this significant achievement.

106. At the fiftJ ~ial session of the Assembly, the
United Nations Conference on the Exploration and
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, which had been scheduled
for September 1967, was postponed to August 1968 and
will be held in Vienna [resolution 2250 (S-V)]. It is to
be hoped that this Conference will produce useful re
sults, especially since we have a mutual interest in
ensuring that outer space is used for man's benefit
rather than for his ultimate destruction.

107. Of much concern in the present circumstances
is the fate of peace-keeping Itions by the United
Nations. Recent events have tl the weakness of
the foundations in this area. Liberian delegation
believes that peace-keeping is an important function
of the United Nations and has performed an invaluable
service in the cause of peace. Nevertheless there has
been substantial disagreement as to the method of
financing such operations, and the Organization is in a
serious financial plight as a result of the refusal of
some Members to pay for certain peace-keeping
operations. The Specia! Committee on Peace-keeping
Operations has been in existence since 18 February
1965, a period of almost three years, but efforts to
reach agreement have so far been unsuccessful.

108. Although my delegation fully endorses the appeal
made by the Assembly, particularly to the highly de
veloped countries, to make voluntary contributions to
resolve the financial situation presently existing in the
Organization [resolution 2249 (S-V)], we are also
anxious to see agreement reached on the matter of
training, assessment and payment for peace-keeping
operations so as to prevent a recurrence of the present
situation. The matter is too important to be allowed
to lag and there should be United Nations capacity to
act in threatening circumstances so that the fragile
peace can be maintained and made more permanent.

109. On 12 December 1966 the General Assembly
once again adopted a resolution [2184 (XXI)] reaffirm-
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120. Many countries, some of them members of the
Security Council, are ignoring and violating the arms
embargo imposed by the Sec\' dty Council in 1963
[resolution 181 (1963)]. Other States are prOViding
assistance to South Africa for production of military
aircraft and other munitions, and South Africa's
principal trading partners, far from attempting to
adjust their relations with South Africa closer to the
clear consensus of the United Nations, are in fact in
creasing their trade with that r~gime. As if this were
not enough, South Africa has defiantly declared that it
will neither recognize nor deal with the United Nations
Commissioner for South West Africa and the eleven
nation Council created by the Assembly at its fifth
special session. This action had been taken by the
Assembly after full discussion by the adoption of a
resolution [2248 (S-V)] reaffirming the international
status of South West Africa, asserting that South
Africa had failed to fulfil its obligations und~r the
Mandate and declaring that the Assembly would take
it over and assume direct responsibility for its
administration.

121. It is yet to be seen whether Members of the Or
ganization' will takG appropriate measures to ensure
implementation of the decisions of th.e Assembly or
whether South Africa will be permitted. to have its way
and annex the territory entirely. In the latter case, it
will have the effect of completely undermining confi
dence of developing countries in the United Nations and
v., ill result in a tremendous loss of its prestige.

122. As I mentioned last year [1435th meeting], Afri
can Territories under Portuguese administration,
Rhodesia, South West Africa and apartheid in South
Africa are now Rll elements of a single problem as a
result of an alliance between Rhodesia, South Afrioa
and Portugal~ and it would be impossible to solve
them individually. They will have to be tackled to
gether. Recently The New York Times reported that
the Foreign Minister of South Africa had disclosed
that there was a mutual security arrangement between
countries of southern Africa.

123. It is now the humane responsibility of Portugal's
partners in NATO and South Africa's principal trading
partners in the West-and it will eventually become
clearly seen to be in their own interest-to use their
influence and ingenUity to have these ills and injustices
corrected, since they have made it clear that they do
not propose to take effective international action to
bring about the change that freedom and justice require.

124. One of the greatest problems facing developing
countries, which might have a profound effect on inter
national peace, is their economic plight. There is ample
evidence that the gap in living standards between rich
and poor countries continues to widen and, as we enter
the last quarter of the United Nations Development De
cade, we find a disappointing record of failure because
the objectives of the Decade have not been attained.
The 1 per cent of annual incomes of developed coun
tries has not gone into external aid. Instead, the con
tributions of the developed countries to external aid
have declined and the anticipated 5 per cent annual
growth rate for developing countries has not been
attained.

125. We find that financial assistance by developed
countries to developing countries has been declining

118. Thus, almost two years after the United Nations
became seized of this problem, declared it 'a threat to
international peace and security, and pledged to have
the r€gime toppled, the r~gime is in as strong a posi
tion as it was then, if not stronger; and the pathetic
and lamentable visible effect is that the United Nations
has been made to appear impotent and powerless to
make its actions effective. Even inaction would not have
been as deplorable as the present situation is.

117. Sanctions are not effective because they arfl
being violated, while the countries responsible merely
wink at such violations and do nothing to prevent them.
After virtually encouraging the Smith r~gime to rebel
with an assurance that the United Kingdom would not
intervene militarily if it did, we are witnessing actions
and motions supposedly designed to bring down the
r~gime without the use of force, actions that are ap
parently half-hearted and known to be ineffective. This
is indeed a very serious matter. The rights and in
terests of 4 million Africans are being sacrificed on
the altar of expediency while ineffectual acts designed
to hoodwink us are proposed and efficient acts are
feebly executed.

116. Then on 28 February, the illegal r~gime ap
pointed a Commission to advise on a constitution "best
suited to the sovereign independent status of Rhodesia",
the inquiries to be made in private. Recent events
confirm that the Smith r~gime must be preparing to
declare Rhodesia a republic since it is considering a
new flag, a new anthem and a new system of honours
and awards.

119. This Organization continues to be plagued with
the morally repulsive, obnoxious and invidious prac
tice of apartheid, as well as with its evil effects. We
cannot forget that among the purposes of the United
Nations are "respect for the principle of equal rights
and' self-determination of peoples" and "respect for
human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all
without distinction as to race". There cannot be the
slightest doubt that these principles are openly violated
in South Africa and there is a constant and methodical
erosion of rights of Africans and other races in South
Africa on the sole ground of colour, resulting in
serious deprivation of rights of individuals and out
right repression. There has been an intensification of
repressive measures against opponents of apartheid
by indefinite imprisonment wi~hout trial, solitary
confinement, and so forth.

115. Obviously encouraged by ineffective sanctions,
the r~gime in Salisbury has been engaged in enacting
legislations sureh as amendments to the Rhodesian
Citizenship Act, which empowers the Interior Minister
to deprive certain citizens of their citizenship under
rather general provisions and to reclassify along
racial lines the citizens of some Commonwealth coun
tries as aliens; and by introducing new bills, such as
the Tribal Trust Land Act and the Tribal Courts Bill.
These bills aim at placing all Africans under the direct
control of chiefs who have been conditioned to accept
racial discrimination, and deprive Africans of rights
under the Land Apportionment Act if they do not obey
such chiefs. There is developing a planned and sys
tematic eradication of the few existing rights which
Africans have had in Rhodesia.
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lem seems to have abated considerably in Europe, it
is becoming more acute and more complex in Africa
and the Middle East as the exodus ofpeople from their
homes for various reasons continues, in some cases
at an alarming rate. Action in this field by the United
Nations is quite commendable; but it is the view of my
delegation that we should now redouble our efforts not
only to provide care and repatriation for the refugees,
but to eliminate within our respective countries the
conditions which create refugees.

132. In accepting membership in this great Organiza
tion, we subscribed to the principles on which the Or
ganization is based; and in Article 2, Paragraph 2, of
the Charter, we solemnly undertook to fulfil in good
faith the obligations assumed by us in accordance with
the Charter. Recent events seem to indicate that a
number of States are engaging in activity which con
flicts with the obligations they have assumed under
our Charter. I refer particularly to the instances in
which the pertinent organs of the United Nations have
taken decisions affecting some States or Ter.ritories
which have acted contrary to the Charter, and to
the many instances where Members of this Organi
zation have failed to carry out those decisions and
recommendations.

133. The Government and people of Liberia remain
dedicated and committed to that undertaking, as they
were twenty-two years ago when they first accepted it.
We consider also that ,every Member State of this Or
ganization should remain committed to that under
taking, and that a non-fulfilment of that expressed
obligation is inconsistent with membership in this
Organization.

134. This is a period of grave crisis. The obstacles
to peace are many. The danger that we might drift
unintentionally into disaster is great. Let W~ therefore
face the facts. Let us seek genuine solutions and elimi
nate force as an instrument of national policy. Let us
rededicate our efforts and ourselves to the pursuit of
peace and freedom and justice for all.

135. Mr. AL-FUTAIH (Yemen): Mr. President, allow
me to express the sincere congratulations of the Yemen
Arab Republic delegation on your unanimous election
as President of the United Nations General Assembly
at its twenty-second session. Your election marks a
welcome healthy international attitude; it is a special
recognition to you and a tribute to your friendly
country, as well as a salute to the socialist countries
on the fiftieth anniversary of their Great October
Revolution.

136. In the same spirit, my delegation wishes to
express its appreciation and admiration for Ambas
sador Abdul Rahman Pazhwak, who presided over the
last three General Assembly sessions with resource
fulness, wisdom and impartiality in the most intricate
situations. To our SecretaJ:'y-General, U Thant, the
Yemen Arab RepUblic delegation pays tribute for his
tireless efforts to maintain with sincerity and dedica
tion, but most of all with unshakable courage, the
integrity of this Organization.

137. Simply stated, the Arab peopleo whether Jews,
Christians or Moslems, have lived peacefully through"';
out history, and they still do. The racially discrimi
nating theory of world Zionism of creating a State
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not only in the relative amount of the financial assist
ance in relation to the gross income of the developed
countries, but also with regard to the terms on which
the aid is offered. In 1966, aid and private capital to
developing countries was $400 million less than in
1965, and the United States, United Kingdom, France
and West Germany are actually spending less on aid
than they did in 1961. At a time when developing coun
tries need more capital for development, capital is
scarce; and when it is available it is very expensive.

126. In the meantime the external public debt of de
veloping countries has spiralled sUbstantially, so that
over the ten year period 1956 to 1965, payments of
interest and amortization increased by about 400 per
cent. There is a shift in aid from grants to loans, and
the terms of the loans are hardening, when they ought
to be softened. Should this situation continue it will
lead to a further decrease in rates of economic growth
for developing countries, thereby aggravating an al
ready serious situation.

127. Whether the United Nations Capital Development
Fund established by the twenty-first General Assembly
[resolution 2186 (XXI)] "to assist developing countries
in the development of their economies by supplement
ing eXisting sources of capital assistance by means of
grants and loans, partiCUlarly long-term loans made
free of interest or at low interest rates" will achieve
its goal will depend on the support given to it by the
developed countries, especially in the light of the views
already expressed on the Capital Development Fund. It
is to be noted with satisfaction that the Executive Board
will be elected at this Assembly, a Managing Director
appointed, and the first annual pledging conference
held.

128. The economic situation of the developing coun
tries is further complicated by the population in
crease, as it is reported that by the year 2000 four
fifths of the world population will be living in Africa,
Asia and Latin America.

129. Thus, as developing countries find it difficult to
finance the import of capital goods essential for their
economic development, there is great need for under
standing-understanding that will not result in the
mere dolj~g out of assistance, but understanding which
will permi\ developing countries to earn their own way
in an over···~· 11 expansion of their economies that would
be beneficial both to developed and developing coun
tries. It is a situation which calls for joint and co
operatiYe efforts to remove all the bottlenecks, such
as inferior technology, inadequate skills, capital
scarcity, poor transportation and communication.

130. My delegation hopes that every effort will be
exerted by both developed and developing countries
to foster, encourage and accelerate economic and
social advancement through trade and development.
My delegation also looks forward with anxiety to the
implementation of the recommendations of the first
session of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development held at Geneva in 1964, particularly
so that a system of eqUity between the cost of primary
commodities and the cost of manufactured goods might
be established.

131. I come now to a pressing problem facing Africa
today: it is the problem of refugees. While the prob-
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or repatriation. They must speak and think only as
beggars, in terms of mercy and charity. For this af
fords the Zionists a feeling of dignity and satisfaction,
since the Zionists have had to go through such a humi
liating drama in their efforts to win over world public
opinion, and it also offers to those who aided the
Zionists against the just rights of the Arabs a means
for appeasing their conscience by helping those same
Arabs in the misery inflicted upon them.

142. And second, the Zionist criminal aggression and
occupation of Arab lands beyond the territory of the
already-occupied Palestine was planned in advance,
~o be used to force other neighbouring Arab States to
accept that "context of peace 11 •

143. The Arab forces did not, after 1948, cross the
armistice lines even once. The Zionists alleged that
they heard broadcasts or read references in news
papers concerning what they called an intent to "expel
the Zionists" from an Arab homeland. We hear worse
than that said against Arabs, but it was good and suf
ficient justification for the criminal Zionist hordes to
bomb our population and wage a full-scale war with
such audacious arrogance that the repercussions have
not yet ceased. One can read in the United States
Press or hear from certain responsible officials that
the United States has sufficient power to destroy the
whole world, including the Soviet Union and the People's
Republic of China; but should this proYide justifica
tion for anyone, or for the whole world, to occupy and
destroy the United States? That is a good question.

144. Zionism has gone too far in inflicting ur.t,old
misery on innocent people. Zionism has tightened its
grasp, has strangled goodWill in every country where
it can do so, and has directed its immense resources
into a campaign of defamation and cut down every at
tempt at justice and eqt.:ity. It scarcely even hesitated
to bring the world's greatest powers to a test of con
frontation in pursuit of its self-centered, hateful,
racial and colonial aims.

146. Zionism is represented by the State of "Israel" t

a name invented by the Zionists in their convention
of 14 May 1947 in New York. Just what does it take to
satisfy the Zionist State of "Israel"? What is the real
concept of that "State"? What is the next demand the
Zionists will ask this world to accept? Who can give
any guarantee against the ar1:ogance and defiance of
the Zionists? What did the nations of the world do in
connexion with the Jerusalem resolutions [2253 (ES-V)
and 2254 (ES-V)]? These ar,e questions we all must
ask.

146. Since Arabs are committed to the principle of
peaceful coexistence, we believe we can solve our'
problems by peaceful means, provided others believe
in the same principle and cherish goodWill. Zionism,
a racial and political tHeory, since it had no land of
its own, had to acquire some other nation's home
land. It was decided tha.t Arab Palestine should serve
the purpose.

147. Those who are remote from the smell and the
ugly scenes of the June war can not well understand
the real problem of the Middle East. But no doubt,
many colleagues here have felt the influence of Zionism
on world Jewry and have seen how the goodwill of some
traditionally friendly countries was at times abused in

•_""'"", ,,,,, "'.:.••••~ .• 0<,. _"', .~ .... ," _.. ' t ', •. ,
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has until now accomplished nothing more than shatter
ing the peace that existed among the indigenous popu
lation of the area, and has increasingly cast suspicion
on the loyalty of Jewish citizens of other countries all
over the world. Zionists have volunteered themselves
to deceive, apply pressure and speak for world Jewry.
By that they hope to build up the fear and suspicion of
the Jews and rally them with their resources to sup·",
port the Zionist efforts to create a Zionist State.

138. Since Zionists were citizens of various coun
tries, one country had to be first carefully selectedt

and a campaign to justify their acquisition of such a
country had to be waged with all their resources and
their world influence. But for the Zionists, in order
to ensure the winning-over of Jews all over the world"
that country had to be Palestine, and not any other in
the list of several colonies, now independent States.
Palestine would offer rich material for a dialogue in
which success would be on the side that could command
world opinion. And for this dialogue, the Zionists had
to invert and fabricate a chain of alleg8,Hons and false
historical justifications. Along with this, a strong and
fear-inspiring character had to be maintained for the
state while world opinion was being won over for
Zionism. It is easy to follow the racially and reli
giously prejudiced transformation of the Zionist
movement from its inception by Herzl in 1897 to the
present: the Zionists went begging for mercy until the
climax of their blitzkrieg, and in June 1967 there was
a criminal, genocidal, imperialistic State in the heart
of the Arab homeland.

139. So, on the skulls and skeletons of hundreds of
thousands of Arabs the Zionists established what they
call a Jewish state, The Arab people of Palestine have
untn now remained uprooted and robbed of their
homes and their land; hundreds of thousands are being
scattered in the wilderness, hungry, homeless and ex
posed to the most ruthles s circumstances of man and
nature. The Arab people of Palebtine who sheltered
Jewish refugees through the centuries are today the
total victims of Zionism, and, to a great extent, of
the United Nations. The Government of -Great Britain
had no right to give to the transplanted and imported
Zionists a part of·Palestine, and neither did the
United Nations. Zionists understand this very well,
and in their hate and frustration have lost all vision,
even common sense in fact, in their drive to establish
a legal status. Vicious crimes have been committed
against Arab communities by Zionist authorities.
Genocidal acts and napalm bombing have occurred
not on~y against the Arabs of Palestine but also against
neighbouring Arabs it. the United Arab Republic, Jordan
and Syria. And we fire told by the single-minded minis
ter of aggression, Moshe Dayan t that he will extend
his crimes further into densely populated and oil-rich
parts of the Arab world.

140. In this context, the Arabs are being urged to ac
cept conditions for peace. This is the demand of the
Zionist Foreign Minister, Mr. Eban. What we find in
this Zionist "context of peace" is the follOWing.

141. First, the Arab people of Palestine must accept
the fait accompli. They must accept slow death and
total annihilation. They must not speak, as do other
people, about their rights to self-determination and
political independence. They must not speak ofpr?perty
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the basic problem of the Palestine question, a national
political problem, and put an end to the colonial ag
gression of the Zionists against other Arab countries;
and Zionists must now learn that peace cannot come
through aggression and intimidation. Equally, they
must not conveniently overlook the rights of the Arab
nation of Palestine.

153. This is the hope of the Arab people as it must
be the will of all Member States of this Organization,
which depend on the validity of a system of collective
security; if that structure is shattered it will mean
that all men must accept the agonizing existence of
living in the shadow of a thermo-nuclear war where
annihilation of the human race is a matter of fact.

154. The underlying currents dominating the trends
of the Middle East crisis can only be well understood
in the light of the eXisting struggle between the peace
loving nations seeking freedom and progress, or. the
one hand, and on the other the forces of remnant
colonialism and imperialism. Socio-political evolu
tion of the masses has brought them to confrontation
with their classical enemy in a most critical test in
the area's modern history. Never before have all the
elements of the enemy collaborated in such a tight
and co-ordinated manner.

155. To realize the Arab aspirations and goals of
establishing a single powerful state in such a vast
area with great present and potential resources and
markets would only jeopardize any further enslave
ment of people and resources in Africa and Asia; for
the Arab struggle in its human aspects has been an
important catalyst in the winning of freedom in many
areas in Asia, Africa and Latin America. Thus the
Arab people's classical enemy is always interfering
in its internal affairs and seeking means and ways to
ensure the status quo of an Arab world divided and
underdeveloped, to mention only the host of military
bases suffocating Arab will and freedom.and the es
tablishment in a most persistent manner of the sole
colonial agent, "Israel", in the heart of the Arabs'
homeland and against their will, let alone the in
trigues, propaganda and a varied chain of direct and
indirect pressures.

156. The Arab people, realizing their common des
tirry, have ri.sen above their circumstances and have
begun to face together the forces of destruction when
the means and ends have become clear and when
friends and foes have shown their real faces.

157. On 26 September 1962 the Arab people ofYemen
succeeded in eliminating one of the most totalitarian
and backward regimes in their history. For a long
time that regime kept them enslaved in utter poverty
and disease-not to mention life under a cruel and
atrocious rule of tyranny. The success of the 1962
September revolution was the climactic result of a
quarter of a century of efforts by thu Arab people
of Yemen to rid their future generations of a most
intricate collaboration and timely design to further
the enslavement of the people and a total usurpation
of their resources by neo-colonial interests and their
agents"

158. Before the revolution there was no written law
of any kind to state clearly the rights and duties of
citiz(.ms and their government. There were no insti-
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violation of the sense of integrity and the will of those
nations. It is truly ironic to see the Arabs, who always
gave shelter to Jews in their times of distress over
the centuries p today become the first victims of
Zionism acting in the name of the Jews. What the
Zionists have done to the Arab people in the last
twenty years has by far exceeded their complaints
against Nazism.

148. It has become crystal-clear now that the funda
mental causes of the crises and the tragedy of the
Middle East arise from the follOWing: First, the occu
pation of 90 per cent of Palestine in 1948 through
brutal force by transplanted Zionist immigrants; the
systematic and continuous expulsion of the civilian
population from their homes so as to thoroughly
uproot them; the desecration of Christian and Moslem
Holy Places so as to firmly establjsh--an-ermltty be
tween Christians and M()slems~ on the one hand, and
Jews, on the other, so that the Jews would have to
stand with Zionism; the continuous arrests; the brutal
torture, mutilation and banishment of leaders in order
to break the people's morale in resisting aggression
something in which the Zionists failed; in short, the
declaration of a Zionist state in an Arab country,
representing colonialism in its ugliest form, colo
nialism which must be treated as SUCh. And second,
the systematically continuous policy of aggression
and expansion pursued by the Zionist state.

149. The position of the Soviet Union and of all the
socialist countries, and that of all peace-loving, law
abiding Member States of this Organization, is clear:
a resolute resistance to aggression and territorial
aggrandizement, and support for all those who struggle
for freedom and self-determination.

150. The position of the Un.ited states of America in
a similar situation on 20 February 1957, was clearly
stated by the then President, DWight D. Eisenhower:

"It [Israel] insists on firm guarantees as a condi
tion to withdraWing its forces of invasion•••• If we
agree that armed attack can properly achieve the pur
poses of the assailant, then !fear we will have turned
back the clock of international order. We will ••• have
countenanced the use of force as a meanS', of settling
international differences and .•• gaining rJ 1tional ad
vantages•.•. If the United N::..tion.s once admits that
international disputes can be settled by using force,
then we will have destroyed the ve13t' foundation of
the Organization and our best hope of establishing
a world order."

Since 1957 there has been a tremendous effort to
strangle American thinking so that it should not be as
free and objective in 1967 as it was ten years ago.

151. It is in the context of justice that peace will
prevail ill the Middle East. The Arab countries con
tinue to be burdened by perfidious full-scale military
aggression and occupation as a result of political
deceit, a new phenomenon in international behaviour
but one which has been closely associa.tedwith Zionist
behaviour since 1897.

152. The Zionist state, in the usual ml:l.nner, wanted
to impose peace by a costly military venture and threat
of destruction and total occupation of vast Arab lands
and resources; but peace cannot be flmposed. We must
eliminate the threat of war and seek just solutions to
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163. The Yemen Arab Republic delegation would like
to express from this rostrum its deep gratitude to
every peace-loving representative who has taken. a
stand against aggression and injustice; to an those
who have resistp-d pressures and threats; to all those
who of their own free will have supported the cause
of peace and justice in the Middle East. Our people
will not forget the genuin0 assistance and support of
the friendly socialist countries whose attitude was
one of understanding and world co-operation.

164. The delegation of the Yemen Arab Republic
regrets very much the absence of the true repre
sentatives of the Chinese people: the People's Re
public of China. That great and populous nation must
take its place and assume its responsibility in this
international Organization wh9se existence symbolizes
the Loble character of man.

165. In conclusion, if the fifth emergency special ses
sion of the General Afsembly did not fulfil the ex
pectations of the Arab people by deterring aggression,
it is !lot too late to hope that the twenty- second session
will indeed fulfil those expectations.

166. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
call upon the representative of Ethiopia, who has asked
to speak in exercise of his right of reply.

167. Mr. WODAJO (Ethiopia): The statementmadeby
the representative of the Republic of Somalia at the
conclusion of yesterday afternoon's general debate
[1585th meeting] leaves my delegation no alternative
but to exercise its right of reply, the more so since
his remarks were specifically directed towards our
delegation. We d) so, however, with great reluctance.
We know that representatives of Governments are
burdened with a long list of problems which are ex
plosive in nature and have far-reaching consequences
for peace and security.

168. Under the circumstances, and haVing regard to
the grave situation prevailing today, we would have
thought that the least the representatives of Somalia
and Ethiopia could do would be to refrain from intro
ducing in the general debate an acrimonious exchange
of views w1:lich can only add to the concern of all those
who want to see an improvement in the international
situation. Also, for our part, we had a further reason
to expect that the delegation of Somalia would not
raise, at this session at least, their problem with
us, which they have artificially created, because only
a few days before the representative of Somalia spoke
here a high-ranking delegation from his Government,
led by his Minister of Interior, met with our Sovereign
and also had useful talks with a delegation led by our
Foreign Minister.

169. A joint communiqu~ issued on 21 September at
the conclusion of the talks between the two delegations
was, in our view, very helpful. Among the many points
of understanding reached, the communiqu~ stated that
our two Governments would undertake measures de
signed to eliminate all forms of tension.

170. Contrary to the hopeful expectations generated
by that communique the representative of Somalia,
speaking in the General Assembly [1569th meeting]
only a few days after the issuance of the communique
to be exact, on 27 September-made it clear to us that
there was no basic change in the policy of his Govern-
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tutions of any kind-no schools or hospitals for the
public-and public se1.'vice was unknown. The former
Government sought every possible means to divide
the people and to promote all possible feuds in order
to rule them easily. Corruption in its utmost form was
the dominating character of the Government. Today,
the revolutionary Government, in adherence to demo
cratic principles and loyalty to the goals of the revolu
tion, has succeeded for the first time in establishing
the rule of law.

159. With aid from friendly countries, the present
Government has gone a long way in building a nation
from nothing. Government organization and develop
ment plans have been initiated. A considerable pace
has been established in building schools, hospitals
and roads; water and research sl;1rveys and projects
are under way. Much has been done for the individual
since September 1962; and the present plan of the
revolutionary Government is a total development of
the country's society and resources.

160. As early as 1948 the Arab people of Yemen took
arms against a despotic rule. They were the first with
the United Arab Republic to initiate practical steps
in the reunification of the Arab homeland since its
dissection by former Arab allies immediately after
the First World War. The Coordination Treaty and
later the Joint Defence Treaty between the United
Arab Republic and the Yemen Arab Republic after
the September 1962 Yemen revolution further strength
ened the loose pre-revolution union. Such steps are a
true manifestation of Arab aspirations towards even
tual reunification. The: deep Yemeni conviction of total
Arab unity is based on the fact that Arabs can no longer
maintain their homeland in security for future genera
tions while they remain diVided.

161. It is a rewarding feeling that the Yemen delega
tion finds in the great strides the United Nations and
its subsidiary bodies have made in various fields. My
country has great hope in the future work of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development and the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization;
such human endeavour would lay deep the foundations
of peace in this world. The work of the United Nations
at the grass roots level cannot be overlooked or under
estimated. Hot political issues must not overcome
human wisdom and patience; but we must guard col-
lectively against any abuse of patience and goodwill.

162. My counL.~y9s policy with respect to all ir:ter
national relations is strict adherence to the principl/as
of the Charter of the United Nations, a policy of non~

alignment and peaceful coexistence, and a true, friendly
co-operation with other nations based on mutual re
spect and non-interference. In adhering to the Charter,
the Yemen Arab Republic denounces aggression and the
use of force in settling international dispute s and will
continue to support the just struggle of peoples for
freedom and progress and the attainment of nat:ional
independence. The Yemeni Government and people
cannot conceive of any justification for the presence
of Am,~rican troops in Viet-Nam and join with all
peace-loving nations in condemning its aggressive
war and in demanding the immediate halt of the
bombing of North Viet-Nam. and the withdrawal of
American military forces from South Viet~Nam.

Mr. Manescu (Romania) resumed the Chair.

"<,,.

" \
i

• T

u

·i·.i.~.'

J
.,11..,

• I

:.~

r V
<

,; ,','

,

, ;

1588th meeting - 12 October 1967
.,£-;:" W1.'

. I



(

J.

.,J .".

] ....
'.. ,....)-

I,,'· ...

;.~,

1'1.
"il., ..
~
t

,
\-

;

. ."
~
(

:;~
, i
,;".

f-2

,\~.~

I
~c
'/I..

, ,..,:~ \*;t,

~

~,
"f ")'t~
:1
kJ.
n

of" t \l
j

\)

l
Ii

lr.....
(l} ...

I:

f
(

E
i

1"
f
.,Ii

fl'"
f

1.
nOOl-October 1970-2,300

The Somali inhabitants of Ethiopia throughout the
years have exercised that right several times, to
gether with all the other groups comprising our
multi-national society.

175. In the view of my Government, what the repre
sentative of Somalia offered in his last two statements
was the same old wine in a new bottle, but what Ethiopia
expects from Somalia is new Wine in a new bottle.

176. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
call upon the representative of Sweden, who wishes
to exercise his right of reply.

177. Mr. ORN (Sweden): The Secretary of State of
Liberia has just said, in connexion with Rhodesia:

"Despite this, reports indicate that exports to
Rhodesia by West Germany, France, Japan. the
European Economic Community (EEC) and the Euro
pean Free Trade Association (EFTA)-excluding
the United Kingdom-have increased substantially

. duri.ng the first part of 1967." [Supra, para. 113.]

178. I should like to point out that Sweden, which is
a member of EFTA, broke off all economic relations
with Rhodesia as early as November 1965, and trade
came to a complete standstill. This fact has also been
reported monthly to the Secretary-General, in accord
ance with the Security Council decision of 16 December
1966 [resolution 232 (1966)].

The meeting rose at 6 p.m.
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ment towards Ethiopia. What was apparent from his
statement, however, was that there was a change of
nuance, a change of tone, and perhaps a change in
tactics.

171. In that statement the representative of Somalia
was at pains to show that his Government had no
territorial designs on its neighbours. But, alas, inthe
same breath he let it be known that his Government
supported what he described as the right of self
determination for the Somali inhabitants of Ethiopia.

1'72. Yesterday he carried the logic of this policy
further when he declared outright that the Somali
inhabitants of our nation have never exercised their
right to self-determination. It is clear, therefore,
that the representative of Somalia has arrogated to
himself the right to speak on behalf bf a section of
our nation. We cannot accept this insistence on his
part to speak on behalf of our people. This policy of
his Government cannot but lead to friction and conflict
with us.

173. If in their prosecution of this misgUided policy
the Government of the Republic of Somalia engages
iil hostile propaganda or acts of terrorism against us
or against its other neighbours, we cannot but con
sider such acts as being aggressive in nature.

174. His remark that the Somali citizens of Ethiopia
have not had an opportunity to exercise the right of
self-determination is, of ccurse, historically untrue.
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