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General debate (continued)

1. Mr. ESCOBAR SERRANO (El Salvador) (trans­
lated from Spanish): The honour has fallen to me of
speaking in the general debate in the place of the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador, who has
been obliged by unforeseen circumstances to return
home. I shall take this opportunity to state briefly
the views of the Government of El Salvador on a
number of the problems to which this Assembly is
devoting its attention and which seem to us of special
interest and importance.

2. First, however, I have pleasure in conveying to
the President, on behalf of the Government and people
of El Salvador, and of the delegation which I head,
our heartiest congratulations on his election to that
high office. It constitutes both a well-deserved tribute
to his noble country and a recognition of his own out­
standing qualities as a diplomat and statesman, with
long experience of United Nations affairs, to which he
has been dedicated for many years. In Wishing him
the greatest success in the vast and complex task
laid upon him, we offer him our sincere, loyal and
constant co-operation.

3. I should also like to pay a tribute of gratitude and
admiration to the outgoing President, Mr. Amintore
Fanfani, who presided so wisely and skilfully over
the debates of the twentieth session of the General
Assembly.

4. El Salv,:..dor w_lcomes with special pleasure the
advent ot a new independent American State to mem­
bership in the United Nationr. Renewing our con­
gratulations to the State of Guyana, with whichwe hope
to maintain the friendliest relations, we express warm
wishes for the prosperity and well-being of its people.

5. El Salvador shares the profound anxiety of all the
countries which make up the United Nations at the
prospect that the secretary-Oeneral, U Thant, may
maintain his position of deolintng a further term in
that high office.

1

1442nd
PLENARY MEETING

Frkiey, 14. October 1966
at 10.30 a.rn,

NEW YORK

6. We could add nothing to what has been said
earlier, either to praiso the Secretary-General's
actions as they deserve, 01' to try to persuade this
distinguished public servant of the necessity t; r:d de­
sirability of reconsidering his decision and \.,: con­
tinuing to serve as head of the Secretariat of the United
Nations. After the many pleas that have been made
to the Secretary-General, U Thant, which constitute
a vote of confidence, we can only await his final de­
cision, which we hope will be favourable to the future
of our Organization and to the cause of peace.

7. Before referring to a number of the items on
the agenda of this session of the General Assembly,
I should like to reiterate my country's unvarying
adherence to the Purposes and Principles of the
charter of the United Nations and, at the same time,
to reaffirm our loyalty to the charter of the Organiza­
tion of American States and the charter of the Or­
ganization of Central American States, all instruments
which the Government and people of El Salvador re­
gard as rules governing their international conduct,
since the aim of all these international bodies is
the maintenance of peace and the prosperity and hap­
piness of the nations which constitute them.

8. In referring to the maintenance and strengthening
of peace. the primary objective of our Organization,
I cannot but recall the momentous discourse pro­
nounced at this very rostrum last year by His Holiness
Pope Paul VI (1347th meeting), appealing so dramati­
cally for peace, and warning us on that solemn oc­
casion that all peoples look to the United Nations as
their last hope for peace and friendship among
nations.

9. El Salvador shares the preoccupations voiced
by this spiritual leader, and hopes sincerely that his
pressing exhortations and renewed efforts on behalf
of peace will achieve their noble purpose and will
help to bring to an end the bloodshed which threatens
to produce a new world conflagration.

10. For this reason, the Salvadorian delegation
stresses the necessity of concluding, in the shortest
possible time, a world agreement on general and com­
plete disarmament, under effective international 90n­
trol, as a basic starting point from which to safe­
guard world peace.

11. As far as the question of disarmament is con­
cerned, we must note with anxiety and disappointment
that the results of many years of effort to achieve
a solution are not commensurate with the hopes of
all peace-loving countries. We record again our satis­
faction at the conclusion of the Moscow Treaty of'
1963, prohibiting the testing of nuclear weapons. though
not yet including the prohibition ot underground testing,
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an omission which we all hope will be rectified in
the near future in order to give this Treaty the neoec....
sary scope and effectiveness.

12. At the same time, 'Ne are watching with great
interest the efforts of the Eighteen-Nation Disarma­
ment Committee to meet the urgent need for an
agreement banning the use of nuclear and thermo­
nuclear weapons.

13. In the face of the very grave dangers inherent
in the conflicts now dividing the great nations, which
could easily degenerate into a shattering world war,
we believe that it is more than ever urgent and es­
sential to see that all States, and especially the nuclear
Powers, take appropriate steps to halt the prolifera­
tion of nuclear weapons, as a decisive step towards
the achievement of general and complete disarmament.

14. The Salvadorian delegation supports the views
expressed on various occasion.s by our Secretary­
General to the effect that the most urgent question of
the day is the need ',) prevent the spread of nuclear
weapons, particulars, in view of the appearance of new
Powers able to manufacture them already, at a time
when the tensions threatening to destroy the peace
of the world seem to be growing worse and when
there are powerful reasons to believe that unless
steps are taken as soon as possible to stop this
threat, mankind will face the danger, in a few years,
of finding it impossible to ward off the ir~gi.c effects
of the proliferation of nuclear weapons.

15. In the introduction to bts annual report on the
work of the Organization in the period from 16 June
1965 to 15 June 1966, the Secretary-General says:
"Since they were used for the first and only time on
actual targets over twenty years ago, their destructive
power, their quantities in stockpile, the manner of
their use, and the amount of human and material
resources devoted to their manuracture and potential
delivery have expanded far beyond the comprehension
of most people and, I suspect, of many Governments.
I believe that the time has eome for an appropriate
body of the United Nations to explore and weigh
the impact and implications of all aspects of nuclear
weapons, including problems of a military, political,
economic and sac tal nature relating to the manufacture,
acquisition, deployment and development of these wea­
pons and their possible use. To know the true nature
of the danger that we face may be a most important
first step towards averting it." [A!6301!Add.L,
page 11.] His inttiative seems to us eminently ap­
propria.te and constructive in this time of danger for
mankind.

16. The generous initiative taken by Mexico to
induce the countries of Latin America to reach an
agreement which would make it possible to sign a
treaty for the denuclearfzatton of Latin America, with
the aim of preserving their peoples from a nuclear
holocaust, has had from the start the enthusiastic
support of my Government. We have attended the
meetings held for this purpose in the Mextcan capttal,
and we are ready to go on affording our enthusiastic
co-operation so that the end in view can be achieved.

17. My Government has observed with lively interest
the progress of the work of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, set up by the General

Assembly of the United Nations in 1959. I have
pleasure in recalling now that the Salvadorian dele­
gation which took part in the 1958 Assembly drew
attention to the urgency of regulating the activities
of man in outer space and argued in favour of setting
up this Committee. It is most encouraging that the
great Powers which are in the forefront of the ex­
ploration of the cosmos are now interested in the
conclusion in the near future of an agreement covering
all the aspects of this matter.

18. Undoubtedly, the problem now of most concern
to all mankind is the grave situation in Viet-Nam,
wnere the war continues to escalate, causing tre­
mendous human sacrifice, and consequent devastation
and misery for the inhabitants of this unhappy
land. In the face of this tragic situation, we utter
the most heartfelt hopes for a speedy and just settle­
ment of this grave conflict, taking into account the
legitimate interests of all the countries directly and
indirectlv involved in it, and bringing to an end the
already iong period of unrest and suffering of the
Asian peoples.

19. We have listened with interest and satisfaction
to the statements of the representative of the United
States of America, Mr. Goldberg, on tho. conflict
in Vlet-Nam, and the possibilities of its solution
[1412th meeting], In our view, his remarks open the
way for the Governments concerned to confer con­
structively on the need to achieve peace and to re­
store trunquillfty in the Far East.

20. We are also anxious about the division of Germany,
which is a very dangerous source of international
tension, in one of the most sensitive areas of the
European political system. As far as this problem
is concerned, the Salvadorian del~tion reiterates
its hope that the unity of Germany will be re­
establtshed by peaceful means, with due regard to the
freely expressed aspirations of its inhabitants and
the principles of the right of peoples to self-determin­
ation. We have similar hopes for the re-uniftcatton of
Korea.

21. My country is very much interested in the item
on the peaceful settlement of international disputes,
which was proposed by the United Kingdom last
year and will be discussed at the present session•..!/
22. El Salvador signed and ratified the American
Treaty on Pacific Settlement, or Pact of Bogota,
which was signed by all the countries of the Americas
on 30 April 1948. We hope that the world Organiza­
tion will succeed in establishing a similar system
whi.ch will serve as a legal framework for the settle­
ment of international disputes, without running the
risk of resort to war or the threat of force, which
we regard as reprehensible and contrary to the
principles of the Charter.

23. Faithful to its peace-loving traditions, El SHJva­
dor wishes to place on record here its satisfaction
at seetng that some of the problems now existing
between various countries are on the way to a solu­
tion through conversattons and direct negotiations be­
tween the parties concerned. We refer, inter alia,

y Official Records of the General Assembly, Twentieth session,
Anrlexes, agenda item 99, document A/5964.
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to the case of Belize which, according to the state­
ment made recently by the Foreign Minister of
Guatemala [1413th meeting, para. 29], is at present
the subject of friendly negotiations between that coun­
try and the United Kingdom, and in which El Salvador
as a Central American country has a special interest,
hoping for a just and speedy settlement. We also
have in mind the question of the Malvinas Islands,
and the dispute between Spain and the United Kingdom
over the status of Gibraltar. In both cases we support
the resolutions of the General Assembly calling upon
the parties concerned to enter into negotiations with
a view to reaching a settlement, and we should view
with deep satisfaction the recognition of the legitimate
aspirations of Argentina and Spain respectively.

24. The problems disturbing the tranquillity of the
peoples of Africa have grown more acute in recent
times. The extraordinary ruling of the Interi.atlonal
Court of Justice~.1 which for purely procedural rea­
sons declined to go into the substance of the case
brought by Ethiopia and Liberia on the status of
South West Africa, has contributed to an increase
in present tension. It i!3 appropriate to note here
that this ruling in no way invalidated the Court's
earlier pronouncements on the status of this Terri­
tory.

25. My Government considers that the Mandate
which the now defunct League of Nations conferred
upon the Repuhlic of South Africa imposes on the
latter duties and obligations which it cannot evade.
In the first place South Africa has the duty to safe­
guard the progress and well-being of the people in­
habiting this Territory and to prepare them for
self-determination and future independence. South
Africa also has an obligation to report regularly on
the exercise of its Mandate to the United Nations
which is the heir of the former League of Nations.
My country's legal conscience revolts against ac­
cepting the idea of a mandate without restrictions
or responsibilities, a mandate which could be exer­
cised without having to give any account of the ful­
filment of the task to the authority which conferred it.
Still less could we accept that the right to administer
this Territory derives from a source different from
the Mandate to wh.ich it was subjected.

26. As for Southern Rhodesia, my Government wtsnes
to place on record its opposition to the existence of
a minority r~gime which pays no attention to the
wishes of the majority of the inhabitants. Since we
have always been concerned to secure respect for the
rights of minorities all over the world, we must
strive even more to ensure that the rights and wishes
of the vast majority of the inhabitants of this terri­
tory are not ignored. My Government wishes to see
established in Southern Rhodesia a r~g~:rr"'9 based upon
the freely expressed wishes of ns people, taken as
a whole, that is to say, without distinction of any
kind.

27. In El Salvador, persons of different races and
different religions live together in harmony I withcSut
either law or custom having ever established any dis­
cri~ation between them. We therefore reject, from

.Jd ISee, South West Africa. second Phas.~:LJt.1dsment. I.C.l. Reports
$p.6.
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the bottom of our hearts, any policy which is based
on the practice of discrimination, indefensible in our
day and age and regarded by us as contrary to the
dignity of man.

28. El Salvador is a member of the Special Com­
mittee on Peace-keeping Operations, the work of which
has' not, unfortunately, led to an agreement which
will make it possible to solve definitively the political
problems and financial difficulties facing our Or­
ganization, owing to the opposing viewpoints which
exist among the various countries.

29. At its last session, the Committee approved for
submission to the General Assembly a report [AI
6414] which shows, since it contains only a brief
account of the meetings held. that the Committee
has not yet achieved the practical results which
are its goal. It is greatly to be regretted that no
acceptable formula has been found for the authoriza­
tion and financing of future peace-keeping operations.

30. T-he Committee's distress and anxiety, shared by
us, at having been unable to achieve the desired re­
sult is reflected in the statement made by its Chair­
man, Mr. Cuevas Cancino, which was approved by
the Committee and runs as follows:

"During the debates that took place in the resumed
'session, various new ideas and proposals on dif­
ferent aspects of peace-keeping operations were
advanced, Negotiations took place among members
of the Committee, with the oo-operatton of the Chair­
man and other officurs, It was found, in the course
of the resumed session, that certain differences of
opinion on the part of Member States continued
to exist on the subject. The Chairman has en­
deavoured to reconcile the different views held
by Member states, but it was not possible to achieve
this." [A/6414, annex I, 22nd meeting, para. 20.]

31. We hope that an agreement may be reached
which will make it possible to solve this delicate
problem, the continued existence of which deeply
affects the authority of the United Nations and the
financing of future peace-keeping operations. Our
dearest wish is that a formula may be found to recon­
cile the differing viewpoints of the great Powers and
the possibilities of the various countrte s, 80 that the
Organization's economic solvency ~ which is essential
to its existence and to the pursuit of its aims, may
be restored.

32. This is a suitable moment for El Salvador to
reaffirm its constant purpose of cultivating the friend­
liest relations with other nations, on the basis of re­
spect for the principle of the legal equality of States
and of the self-determina:tion of peoples.

33. In this spirit my delegations firmly supported
General Assembly Resolution 2131 (XX), which con­
demns any act of intervention in the domestic affairs
of states, not only those which involve armed inter­
vention but also all other, forms of interference or
attempted threats against the personality of the
State or against its political, economic and cultural
elements.

34. We reiterate our support of this condemnation,
for the situations prompting it, namely, the growing
threat to universal peace through armed intervention

.
I,'
~'
~:
h

I
1



4 General Assemhly _. 'I'wenty-trrst Seaston - Plenary Meetings
.. .. ",r· '''$ ••.•. ~.~". ",. "' __ _._ -",-.""".- "=-0>l-...--, _.-"'-='_,_, ·,~c_.""_",,,-~,_··, ~,·,,,,,,=_~·~· ","'-,,.-=,-,,.. " ".=,_"""'-"",."..".,. "'.",-,,,, ,-",."~-._.""--"=-,.~",,,,,,, ••.-.,._~ "'""".,~._.·.~~~_".,.....,,__"""""""'_·C=O"·T~_'•.~""".

ji

I

and other diruct and indirect forms of intervention
against the sovereign puraonaltty and political inde­
pendence of States, were this very year spectftcally
denounced to the Heeurity Council by eighteen Latin
Amertcan countrtes•.Y At the same time, the Council
of the Organizatlon l)f Amer-ican States nromulgated
a resolution condemning specific nets 1.1 open violation
of the principle of non-intervention against Amertcan
States and therefore contrary to the peace and aecurtty
of the continent,

35. In repenting our adho rence to the Charter of the
United Nations and tu the Charter of the Organization
of Amertcan states, espcctally their provisions con­
demning all intervention in the domestic and exte rnal
affairs of states, we demand that other States abstain
from organizing, supporting. fomenting. ftnanctng,
instigating or tolerating armed, subversive or terror­
ist activities, directed towards the violent overthrow
of the democratic r~gimes of the American states
we are convinced that strtct compliance with these
obligations is an essential requirement if nations are
to live together in peace.

36. Still bearing in mind the promotion of world
peace and friendship among peoples, the Salvadortan
delegation attaches the greatest importance to any
action which tends to preserve and strengthen respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms, We
are therefore ready to support Vigorously all the
efforts which our Organization is making to ensure
that the International Year for Human Hights achieves
practical and objecttve results, both at the national
and the international level, in accordance with the
purposes for which it is being c-elebrated,

37. Undoubtedly, the day on wh h the United Nations
is able to proclaim as an accomplished fact the defini­
tive prohibition throughout the worto of slavery and
forced labour, of all forms of discrimination on
grounds of race, sex, language and religion, and of
colonialism and the denial of freedom and inde­
pendence, will be a historic event of the greatest
importance.

38. In offering our full co-operation to this end,
and taking as our inspiration the many relevant pro­
visions of the Constitution of El Salvador. we urge
the organs of the United Nattona to work constructively
to increase throughout the world the respect which is
due to fundamental human rights.

39. Not only are we profoundly convinced that the
peace, progress and happiness of the nations, and
therefore of all mankind. depend upon the extent
to which states encourage in the legal sphere the
promotion and strengthening of human rights, but
we also believe that it is imperative that all human
beings should have equal access to all those means
which are basically necessary to enable them to
exercise for themselves the human rights which
the law grants them, without which the law would
be no more than a romatic expression of well­
meaning ideals.

40. In our view, this must be one of the prlmary
goals of the United Nations Development Decade:

.-
..2J Official Records of the SecuritY ,C!uncil, TwentY-first Year,

S!g?plement for April, May aIXl.June, 1966, d«\unent 5(1123.

raising the standard of living, particularly of those
vast multitudes who lack the minimum of matertal
and cultural wealth needed to enable them to achieve
their aims in life. Yet we have seen with distress
that these noble aims are far from fulftrneut, for the
terms of trade shift daily in favour of the wealthier
countries, to the great dtsadvantage of tile less­
developed regions.

41. Wo believe that if this trend continues, the
future consequences for most of our countries could
he sertous, We must, therefore, seek the hest means
of overcoming these dlfffculties , 80 as to ensure
the progress and economic r.tabtltty of mankind.

42. We should like to stress the importance of ap­
propriate changes in the rules governing these fac­
tors, since they represent not only the well-being
and progress of all the great countrtes but are basic
to the achievement of higher rates of growth in those
regions which are now in the process of development.

43. El Salvador has always followed with the greatest
interest the work of UNCTAD as well as the activities
of the Trade and Development Board, with a view
to extending to them its most active co-operatton,

44. Although it would be unrealistic to hope for the
immediate achievement of all UNCTAD 's specific pur­
poses. El Salvador is confident that there will shortly
be not only gener-al agreement as to principles but
also a genuine resolve on the part of the developed
countries to remedy the present disequilibrium in the
balance of international trade so that the developing
countries can obtain from their commodity exports
and the economic return which they must have in order
to fulfil their legitimate aspirations for progress
and prosperity.

45. There can be no doubt that the most practical
and effective way of achieving these benefits is to
organize common markets and economic groupings
of developing States, not as a means of excluston,
designed to compartmentalize or divide world eco­
nomic unity, but as a first step, a sine gua non. which
will enable the underdeveloped countries to strengthen
and make better use of their resources.

46. It is with legitimate satisfaction that we advance
as proof of our argument the case of the Central
American Common Market, which is a clear indica­
tion of what can be achieved by a group of friendly
States in the sphere of technical co-ordtnatt..n and
the combining of efforts and ideals. This well­
known experiment in collective enterprise is providing
the States engaged in it with stable and improved
trade outlets, as well as new and fruitful opportunities
for development.

47. Notwithstanding the difficulties which still hamper
the process of economic integration in the Central
American Isthmus, in partnular the maladjustments
affecting production and fis.:.:d receipts, we have no
doubt of the success of the undertaking, which will
certainly expand as we are able to improve its mechan­
ism and techniques.

48. El Salvador wishes to express its appreciation
at this juncture for the co-operation of ECLA, FAO
and UNESCO, the Technical Assistance Administration

L
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and the Spectnl Fund, as well us all the specialized
units within our Organization, without whose collaboru­
tion the efforts directed towards Central Amertcan
economic integration would not have attained those
levels of progr-eas at which they have 80 happily arrived.

49. In conclusion, I should like to address myself
to all states Members, to express to them El Salva­
dor's conviction that history dernsnds of us a de­
clston of infinite Importanee: never before' have men
possessed so ma..ny means of all ktnds for promoting
the prosperity of all. It would be an insult to human
tntelllgence to assume that we are incapable of using
SI) extraordinary an opportunity in the way that the
peace and well-betng of all mankind demand.

50.. My delegutton has invariably participated in
the work of the United Nettons with full faith in the
ultimate achievement of the purposes for which our
Organization was establtshed, namely, the preserva­
tion of mankind from the scourge of war = the ad­
vancernent of human rights, the expansion of friencily
co-operation among state8, and the promotion of social
progress by raising the Itving standards of all peoples
in an atmosphere of the widest possible freedom.

5:, El Salvador will continue to make every effort
tc fulfil the task common to all states of defending
the fundamental principles of human co-existence,
wIthout which it would he impossible for international
order to subsist. Small States like El Salvador feel
themselves called upon to act as it were as the world's
conscience, ever ready to contribute to the more
effective prevalence of the force of right, the only
guarantee of peace and security for all the peoples
of the world.

52. MT. MANESCV (Romania) (translated from
French) : Mr. President, your election to the high office
of President of the General Assembly has taken place
at a time when the United Nations, on the threshold
of the third decade of its existence, is faced with many
problems the solution of which demands great efforts
from all states. In adding the warm and sincere
congratulations of the Romanian delegation to those
already addressed to you-congratulations directed as
much to you personally as to your country, for which
the Romanian people cherish friendship and esteem­
we should like to express the hope that this session
will help the United Nations towards the fulfilment
of its task as an instrument of international peace
and co-operation.

53. The peoples of our time long to live in peace
and to take part in fruitful international co-operation,
based on mutual respect among the nations. This is
a characteristic of the contemporary world, in which
the national unity of peoples is being increasingly
affirmed at the world level.
54. Scores of nations, called upon to play an ever
more important part in international life, have made
their appearance upon the world stage, like those
nations which had an opportunity before them to bring
their creative ability into play. All those peoples
who, at the cost of great sacrifices, have freed
themselves from the yoke of foreign domination, are
determined to throw everything into the effort to con­
solidate their national independence and their right
to decide freely their own future.

55. It is essential that these countries should be able
to put their human and material potential to use in
the interest of progress, prosperity and ctvtltzatton,
Deplte the many obstacles Iytng in their path, the
peoples will never grow weary of fighting to achieve
their free and independent development.

56. Far from bping' out of date, nations will continue
for a long time yet to «onstttute the basis for the
evolution of society. The whole of international life
must offer a propitious setting for the development
of the process of consolidation. "The decisive con­
dition for any progress in international relations
in respect for the right of each people to decide its
own fate freely, with no outside interference, and to
follow the path of development which corresponds
hest to its own desires and to its fundamental inter­
ests" said Nicolae Cenusescu, General Secretary of
the Central Committee of the Romanian Communist
Party.

57. History, and the history of our own times in
particular, bears witness that wars, crises, threats
to peace, arise out of attempts at domination, ex­
ternal interference in the domestic affairs of States,
and efforts to SUbjugate other peoples.

58. In the final analysis, the consolidation of world
peace and security depends upon the organization of
relations between States on a newbasis, upon the prin­
ciples of national independence and sovereignty, equal
rights, and non-interference in the domestic affairs
of others. These principles, which ore being increas­
ingly recognized throughout the world, are the only
generally acceptable rational basis for the develop­
ment of relations between states, for strengthening
mutual trust and esteem between peoples, and for
consolidating peace.

59. No one can speak of ,the rules governing inter­
national relations without thinking at once of South
East Asia, where the United States is waging a war
of aggression against the people of Viet-Nam, bombing
centres of population, towns and villages, economic
targets, causing material damage and loss of life,
and incurring a grave responsibility towards the
peoples of the entire world.

60. The delegation of the Socialist Republic of
Romania desires to reaffirm once again from this
high rostrum the position of the Romanian Govern­
ment and people, which strongly condemn the war
of aggression being waged by the United States in
Viet-Nam, an exceptionally grave war which endangers
the peace and security of the peoples of the whole re­
gion and is a threat to the peace of the entire world.

61. We listened to the statement by Mr. Goldberg
[14;12th meeting] in which he sought to justify the
aggression In Viet-Nam, but the escalation of the
war there and the continued bombing of the Demo­
cratic Republtc of Viet-Nam flagrantly contradict the
declarations of good and peaceful intentions contained
in his statement.

62. The Romanian people sympathize fully with the
aspirations of the people of Viet-Nam for freedom,
independence and the reunification of their country,
for they were for centuries driven by the same aspira­
tions. They wish to state their complete solidarity
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with the people of Viet-Nam, and their profound feeling
for them in their just struggle in defence of freedom,
independence, and the affirmation of their national
identity. They offer and will continue to offer them full
material and political support.

63. All mankind is looking with legit~1'n.uto anxiety
towards Viet-Nam, where the Arnertoun aggresatcn
rages. It Is nnxtous that the conflict should be settled
and it awaits from the Government of the United
states not declarations of peaceful intentions but
effective actton on behalf of peace.

64. The Romanian Government and people ure con­
vinced-and their conviction is mirrored more Widely
every day in world puhlic opinion-that there is only
one way to solve the sertous sttuntton now existing
in Viet-Nam: that indicated by the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and by the National
Front for the Liberation of South Viet-Nam, namely,
that the United States must end its aggression in
Viet-Nam, cease bombing the Democratic Hepublic
of Viet-Nam, recognize the National Liberation Front
as the representative of the people nf South Vtet­
Nam, and apply scrupulously the Geneva Agreements
on Viet-Nam. All foreign armed forces must be with­
drawn from Viet-Nam and the Viet-Namese people
must be enabled to settle their domestic affairs, in­
cluding the realization of national unity, freely and in
accordance with their own wishes and aspirations.

65. The bombing by the United States, which has
involved itself in war in Viet-Nam, of a free and
sovereign State-the Democratic Republic of Viet­
Nam-the launching of air attacks on Hanoi and
Haiphong, causing material damage and killing civil­
tans, have caused the deepest concern among peace­
loving countries. These acts of military aggression
are totally at variance with the standards of inter­
national conduct, with the rules of international law,
and with the prtnciples upon which our Organization
is based.

66. One of the measures most urgently required
is the immediate, unconditional and definitive cessa­
tion by the United States of its bombing of North
Viet-Nam. It is for the United States to take this
step because it is the aggressor; it was the United
States which, without any justification whatsoever, be­
gan the bombing. In this way, not only would an end
be put to the undeclared, unjust war being waged by
the United states against a sovereign State-the
Democratic Republtc of Viet.-Nam-but respect would
be paid to world publ ic opinion which demands the
creation of conditions which will make it possible
to stop the Viet-Namese conrlict,

67. As an European country, Romania ·is naturally
drawn to concern itself to a large extent with the
evolution of the situation in Europe. In the opinion
of the Romania.n Government, the bulldlng up of
Europen.n seourity Is one of the most important
problems in the political Hfe of that continent, and its
consequences affect the whole international situation.

68. We belleve that present conditions must be
analysed in the light of the part played by Europe
in the progress of the material and spiritual life of
mankind. Moreover, it can never be forgotten that
it was Europe that saw the first flames of two world

wars, which cnused untold destruction throughout the
world. Although more than two decades have paesod
stnce the end ot the second World War, its results
are still felt; sources of tenston and danger to peace
still extst,

t19. Neverthclvss , it i~ uoteworthy that Hn increased
dosrre for tnten-Europeun co-operatlon and £till:
prpchemen] has mautfested ttse lf on our continent
in recent ttrnes mort.' forcefully and on u larger
scale. In the decluratton adopted at BudlareHt this
Hummer by the parties to the WL\l'Haw 'I'reuty, it
was rightly stressed that "deaptte dtfferences in
socto-poltttcal systems, ami in tdeotogical and polttlcal
concepts, the peoples and States of Europe have a
common cause which cor-responds to the vital national
interests of all, namely the task of refusing to tolerate
the violation of peace in Europe and of restrnlntng
the forces of aggresston«,

7Q. The Government of the soctattst Republic of
Romania belteves that there Is at this moment a
posalbtltty of broaching the problem of security
on bases acceptable to all European states.

71. Building European security is, of course, a
task of many aspects and clear-ly a sequence of ae­
tions must he followed which will make it possible
gradually to eliminate tension and frtctton between
States, as well as the fear of war and aggression.

72. Factors such as the development of political
relations between states, the expansion of economic
and trade relations, the multiplying of contacts and
forms of co-operation in the fields of science,
technology, education and the arts, and in any other
field of common interest, are dectstve to the safe­
guarding of European security.

73. Romania is developing bilateral relations With
all the European countries, regardless of their
political and social r6gimes.

74. As part of this policy, Romanla is seeking to
develop co-operative and good-neighbourly relations
with all the Balkan countries. The Romanian Govern­
ment notes with satisfaction that these relations
have developed in a positive manner, particularly
in recent. times; it is according and will continue
to accord ull due importance to an expansion of
economic, polttlcal, technologtcal, sctentlftc, cultural
and touristic exchanges with the other Balkan states.
In our view, the development of the traditional ties
which unite the Balkan States, based on mutual
respect and esteem and on bilateral and multilateral
meetings between the representattves of these states,
ts in the interest of all the peoples of this region
and will have a beneficial influence on the cause of
peace and security in Europe and throughout the
world.

75. The contacts established by Romania. with States
belonging to different social and political systems,
situated in different parts of the world, have con­
tributed to a better knowledge on both sides of each
other's points of view, aspirations, anxieties and
interests. The inauguration of a climate of mutual
trust and co-operation has made it possible to con­
clude bilateral agreements in various fields, the
importance of which far from being the exclusive
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fit,

concern of the contructtng purtles contr-ibutes to a
general Improvement of the international atmosphere.

76. Romania is a firm and constant believer in IXHwe­
ful coexistence, whkh is vital not only us the sole
alternative to themonuclear war hut also because
the progress of contemporary ctvtltzatton has made the
permanent exchange of mater-tal and spiritual values
11 vital necessity for all peoples, In our view, the path
leading to the achievement of international co-opera­
tion and the genuine normalization of international
relations as a whole must necessartly proceed by way
of the development and consolidation of bilateral
relations. Direct contact between States makes it
possible to identify more eastly and more precise­
ly f'ielda and factors of mutually advantageous eo­
operatton and points of sympathy between sovereign
and independent states.

77. The He nanu.: :xovernment attaches particular
importance to resolution 2129 (XX) adopted unani­
mously at the last session of the Genernl Assembly,
on the proposal of nine countrtes-e-Austrta, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Denmark, Finland, Hungary, Romania,
Sweden and Yugosluvta-e-advocattng measures at the
regional level to improve neighbourly relations be­
tween European States belongtng to different social
and poltttcnl systems. The welcome extended to this
initiative by other states in Europe and throughout the
world, and the action taken during the period that
has elapsed since the resolution was adopted, show
how useful and timely are the prtnclples contained
in this document and constitute an expression of the
growing Interest in the development of tnter-European
co-operation.

78. We are convinced that all States, regardless of
the extent of their territory or the size of their
population, or their military and economic potential,
are responstble for the maintenance of peace. Fully
qualified as they are to take part in the solution of
the problems that trouble mankind, the small and
middle-sized countries can make an increasingly
important contribution to the cause of international
co-operation and the peace and security ofthe peoples.

79. We cannot speak of the great world problems
of today without attaching approprtate importance to
the United r;ations, which shoulders such vital re­
sponsibilities. In our opinion, the essential con­
dition for the United Nations to be able to live up
to its responsibilities is that it should be a faithful
reflection of the realities of the contemporary world.

80. To improve the working of the United Nations
it is necessary to make of it first a universal or­
ganization. This year again, many delegations have
emphasized that without the participation of repre­
sentatives of. a quarter of the world's population, no
realistic and viable solutions to the fundamental prob­
lems of international life can be imagined.

81. Reaffirming its unvarying position, the Romanian
Government demands that the legitimate rights of
the People's Republte of China in the United Nations
and other international agencies should be restored
and that the emissaries of Chiang Kai-shek who have
for seventeen years usurped the place of the repre­
sentatives of the great Chinese people should be dts-

missed. We should like to express the hope that the
discuseion of this item, which was placed on the
agenda at the request of nine states, including Romanta
[A/6a9l), will bring about the ending of an abnormal
sttuation which hamper-s the ability of our Organiza­
tion to ,,'{U'IY out the role laid down in the Charter.

82. Wp support the appllcatton of the German Demo­
crane Repulillo for admission to the United Nations
[8(\(;\ A/n443); we belteve-sas we have alrendy had
occaston to state-that the admission of the two
German States would make an important contribution
to the strengthening of international peace and security(,

83. The United Nations is called upon to play a leading
role in the matter of action to ensure the elimination
of the danger of nuclear Will' and to lead to general
disarmament with nuclear disarmament 8.8 a first
step.

84. In examining the many and complex aspects of
disarmament, we must take into account the fact
that the nuclear arms race and the extstence and un­
precedented destructive power of atomic weapons
constitute an incalculable danger to mankind. Hence,
the prime importance of nuclear disarmament. It is
necessary that effect!ve measures in which the peoples
can trust should be taken at once for the reduction
and complete elimination of the nuclear threat.

85. The Romanian delegation believes that one essen­
tial step which must be taken to eliminate the nuclear
"'anger and guarantee the security of all States
I, the banning of nuclear weapons and the destruction
of stockpiles.

86. In our opinion, an agreement on non-proliferation,
although not leading to the elimination of the danger,
could nevertheless constitute a step towards a re­
laxation of tension. provided that it was followed in
the course of the disarmament process by the es­
sential measures I have just referred to.

87. As the work o~ the recent meetings of the
Eighteen-Nation Committee at Geneva has clearly
shown, it is necessary-and this is a requirement
of the highest practical and theoretical importance­
that a treaty on the non-proliferation of nuclear wea­
pons should establish a mutually acceptable equilibri­
um of responsiLilities and obligations between the
nuclear and non-nuclear powers, so as to give guaran­
tees of securtty to all countries and thereby meet
with the widest possible support. An agreement im­
posing unilateral obligations on only those Powers
not possessing nuclear weapons oould not answer
the rightful demands of all peoples that their equal right
to security should be "assured. It is for this reason
that it is necessary that the non-proliferation treaty
should contain an undertaking by the nuclear states
not to use nuclear weapons and never to use them
against non-nuclear countries. Guarantees of this
kind to states without nuclear weapons would en­
courage these states not to try to procure them and
would help to secure the non-proliferation of these
weapons. Tbts is the only way in which a treaty on
the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons could con­
tribute to a. relaxation of tension and create con­
ditions which would lead to the prohibition and des­
truction of atomic weapons.

~~-~=~-,--"-------------------------------------------
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88. Wt" belteve that a. useful transitional step would
be to set up denucleartzed zones in Europe and other
regions of the world. reinforced by an undertaking
by the nuclear states never to use atomic weapons
against non-nuclear countries.

89. In order to eliminate the sourr-es of inter­
national tension which hamper the establtshment of
normal and healthy relations between sovereign states.
the Romanian Government is in favour- of liquidating
the anachronistic system whereby the world is di vided
into military blocs. of dlsmnntltng foreign bases,
and of withdrawing all armed forces from the terri­
tory of other States ,

90. The Romanian delegation supports the proposal
of the Government of the Soviet {Inion [A/6397]
regarding the implementation of the Declaration on
the Inadmissibility of Intervention in the Domestic
Affairs of states and the Protection of their Inde­
pendence and Sovereignty. It also considers that the
General Assembly should pay the requisite attention
to the item placed on the agenda at the request of
ten States including Romania [A/6394]. regarding
the withdrawal of the American troops and other
foreign forces now. under the aegis of the United
Nations, occupying South Korea.

91. Many of the items on this session's agenda
are related to the struggle of the peoples to defend
and consolidate their national independence against
colonialism and neo-colontaltsm,

92e The progress of the national1iheratlon movement,
and the changes that have taken place in the economic,
political and social conditions of the peoples who
have in recent years acquired the right to an inde­
pendent life. constitute one of the most significant
aspects of the irreversible forward march of man­
kind.

93. Romania enjoys friendly relations within the
countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America. It
will continue in the future to devote full attention to
initiatives to promote and expand co-operation with
those young states which are struggling to wipe out
the vestiges of colonial domination and build their
own economic and social prosperity.

94. We must also note that the process of liquidating
the last vestiges of colonialism is going forward
disappointingly slowly, and that there are still peoples
languishing under colonial oppression.

95. Disturbed by the threat to international peace
and security which the prolongation of this state of
affairs constitutes. Romania condemns the policy
of apartheid maintained by the racist Government
of South Africa despite the ~\rotests of the entire
world. It fully supports the liberation struggles of the
peoples of South West Africa and Southern Rhodesia.

96. One fundamental requirement, if the youngStates
are to be able to play the active and creative role
in international life to which they are entitled, is
the consolidation of their national economies as inde­
pendent entities. This is a particularly pressing re­
quirement just now when most of these countries have
only just freed themselves from tl'r: colonial system
which had held back their developn !'" :~ for centuries.

97. Economic' development. within the framework
of national programmes established in accordance
with the individual htstortc ctreumstances and with
the aspirnttons of the nations concerned, is the
essential basis for true polttloal Independence, which
makes it poasthle to expand and diversify international
economic relations on mutually advantageous terms.

98. 'I'he achievement of these objectives, the rational
exploitation of the human and matertul resources uf
each country, and the consolidation of the national
independence and sovereignty of states I all depend
upon industrialization. to such an extent that it can
be said that in our day these two concepts-develop­
ment and industrialization-have become synonymous.

99. It is by pressing on perseveringly with indus­
trialization and working out a plan with wide per­
spectives that my country has succeeded not only in
increasing its industrial production, which is more
than six times larger today than fifteen years ago.
hut also in imposing a steady rhythm of moderntzu­
tion on every branch of production and in developing
education and scientific research on a large scale.

100. A demonstration of the complex development
of our national economy is the increase in national
income, which has quadrupled in this period, thus
creating favourable conditions fo.:'the systematic rais­
ing of the standard of living of the population.

101. The progress made by its economy as a result
of sustained effort enables Romania at the same time
to extend its activities on behalf of international
economic eo-operation.

102. Taking account of the concern of lember
states to develop their national economies. the United
Nations has put into operation a whole series of pro­
grammes. mechanisms and international agencies
which form a useful complement to the ties which
are being formed among states in the fields of econ­
omic, technological. scientific and cultural co-opera­
tion. Of course, no international mechanism. no matter
how perfect, could replace a State's own tnittnttve
in drawing up its development policy or its responsi­
bility for the implementation of that policy. On the
other hand. the oLligations of the United Nations
machinery and its specialized agencies are many
as regards exchanges of experience and ideas in
spheres of common interest, access to what has te­
come the joint patrimony of the contempoary world,
and the intensification and acceleration of the efforts
made by the United Nations in response to the re­
quests of Member states which are putting such pro­
grammes into effect.

103. The General Assembly has a highly responstble
task in this connexion at the present session. the
task of setting up a new specialized agency to round
out the institutional framework of the United Nations
in a vital sector of development: industrialization.

104. Sharing in the hopes raised by the establishment
of the United Nations Industrial Development Or­
ganization, the Romanian delegation believes that the
achievement of the important objectives which the
United Nations has set itself in this field implies.­
at the same time. a reworking of the assistance which
it gives to developing countries as regards for ex- ,
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ample inventories of natural reSOU1'('t'S, affirmation
of national sovereignty over those resour. 'I~H, «ltmin­
ation of illiteracy, training of cadres at eve-ry levr-I,
planning, free access to the discovertes of contern­
porary science, the elimination of barriers and rlts­
crimination from international trade, and the trans­
formation of international trade and ftnunctal rela­
tions into all effective instrument of progress.

105. The complexity of the problems to he solved
leads us to turn our full attention towards ,[forts
to secure maximum efficiency from interi.attonal
co-operation, not only through the co-ordinatton of
the various activities of the United Nations in these
fields but also by drawing up long term plans capable
of giving these activities the nece ssary long- range
orientiation.

l06. The annual report of the Secretary-General
[A/6301] brings to our attention a vast range of prob­
lems and activities, all of which demand energy, zeal
and abnegation and to which U Thant-to whom the
Romanian Government once again expresses its esteem
and appreciation-through his experience and devotion,
makes a remarkable contribution that Romania sin­
cerely hopes will be continued.

107. I said at the beginning of this statement that
the solution of the complex problems of international
life demands sustained effort on the part of all states.

108. May I end by assuring you that the Romanian
delegation is deter'mh.cd to take part in the dis­
cussion of the items on this session's agenda so as
to work in co-operation with other delegations to
ensure that the United Nations plays its proper role
ever more fully, and responds to the expectations of
the peoples who long for the inauguration of a world
of peace and uninterrupted progress, and for the
promotion of international relations on the basis of
the sovereign equality of states.

109. Mr. HERRERA BAEZ (Dominican Republic)
(translated from Spanish): May I begin my speech,
Mr. President, by conveying to you on behalf of the
delegation of the Dominican Republic our heartiest
congratulations on your election to preside over the
deliberations of this twenty-first session of the
General Assembly.

110. These sentiments also express our conviction
that you will guide our labours so Wisely yet so firm­
ly that we can even now anticipate the chorus of
praise and recognition from the delegations here
present at the success of your noble efforts, In the
high position you occupy by the vote ofthis Assembly,
to achieve peace and the solution of the problems
facing us.

111. It is not with empty words of vainglory or
boasting, but backed by the exact not to say strict
expression of historical truth, that I state that never
in the history of the United Nations has there appeared
before a meeting of the General Assembly a dele­
gation of the Dominican Republic possessing creden­
tials of such remarkable political value as those
displayed by the delegation which I have the honour
to lead.

112. Born out of elections in which the Dominican
people gave vigorous and unequivocal support to the

programme of the vlctortous party in a contest whose
legality and fairness were vouched for by tmparttal
observers representing var-ious ttends of contem­
porary pol itlcal and soctal thought, the Government
of Mr..Juar111in Balaguer , which I have the honour
to represent 1;t this rostrum, embodies in the most
positive manner the people I:::: M:piratIons for justice
and progress and guar-antees my "ountry's com­
plete identification with the United Nation» 1'1'·)fesr,ion
of faith in fundamental human rights and in the
dignity and worth of the human person.

113. As a fortunate result of representations made
by the Dominican Republte in the Organi zation of
American states, the Inter-American Peace Force.
stationed in my country as a sequel to the painful
events which filled the Republic with grief and ruin,
was withdrawn. My Government then approached the
Secretary-General of the United Nations in order
that the mandate of 14 May 1965 for the despatch
of a representative to the Dominican Republic might
be duly revoked, since the free elections have ful­
filled the basic aims of the Tenth Meeting of Consulta­
tion of Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Organiza­
tion of American States held in Washington on 1 May
1965, to solve within the American national ambit
the grave political crisis then disturbing the Dominican
Republic.

114. The fundamental prerequistte for the existence
of a state of law in a country has been satisfactorily
fulfilled in the Domincan Republic. I can add cate­
gorically that this state of law is being progressively
consolidated, even in the midst of the tensions which
are only to be expected in the light of the tragic
process of moral decline and decay of the State's
authority which has characterized the Dominican
Republic's recent struggle for existence.

115. It is not enough to asset that a state of law
exists in the Dominican Republtc: we must also stress
the feeling of real democratic coexistence which the
present Administration is striving to imprint upon
Dominican public life. Despite the impressive margin
of votes obtained in the elections of June of this
year, the new Dominican Government has not arro­
gated to itself, so to speak, a monopoly of the victor's
spoils. in accordance with its policy of political en­
lightenment, which it felt duty bound to put into
effect on assuming a mandate which it had undertaken
to exercise .ot on behalf of a political party but on
behalf of th: community, the present Dominican Ad­
ministrattou is today joined in the enterprise of
government with all men and women capable of con­
tributing to the rehabilitation of Dominican public
life regardless of their individual political affiliation.

116. My Government believes that it is an essential
requirement for domestic peace to accept the fact
that we are a heterogeneous political society, the
various sectors of which, far from being excluded,
must on the oontrary participate in the joint effort
needed for the salvation of the country. Naturally,
this recognition that all must share in the common
task involves not only rights but also, and above all,
duties and responsibilities. The delegation with which
I share the proud duties entrusted to me is a clear
reflection on this courageous and strict understanding
of the exigencies of our national policy. Its repre-
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sentative character is guaranteed by the presence
within it of a distinguished member of the Opposition
in the National Congress and of important leaders
and authorized spokesmen of other authentically
democratic party forces.

117. Nevertheless, the consolidation of the state
of law is not the only fundamental preoccupation of
the present Dominican Administration. We have also
embarked with p.qual determination on the creation of
a state of economic and social securtty, as is shown
by the clear social trend of the new Government's
development plans; we are also improving public
morality with the help of the disciplined sense of
honesty and austerity which the new Dominican Ad,,:
ministration has infused into the task of government.

118. Important considerations affecting the mainten­
ance of peace and security in the American continent
will make it clear that the present Dominican experi­
ment in democracy, because of the quality and in­
tensity of the effort devoted to it, merits the sympa­
thetic interest of the United Nations and in particular
of those Powers which, within and outside the American
continent, are making a genuine effort to create the
conditions which are needed, in the words of the Char­
ter, to promote throughout the world social progress
and better standards of life in larger freedom.

119. The alternative ls fraught with the most catas­
trophic possibilities. If this experiment designed to
initiate the Dominican Republic into the practice of
civHized political coexistence were to be destroyed
by the violent reaction of those who do not agree with
this type of community, it would not be hard to pro­
phesy that the legal vacuum thus created would be
filled by foreign intervention or by a dictatorship
which would crush public freedom and delay social
progress. Thus we should suffer a permanent set
back in our promising career as a nation endowed
with resources enough to ensure it a prosperous
and happy life.

120. My Government greatly appreciates the spirit
of international co-operation ill which our efforts
are being encouraged, and it has instructed me
to convey from this rostrum our gratitude for the
moral and economic aid which we are receiving
from friendly nations. I should like in particular
to refer to the decision of the United States Govern­
ment to grant the Dominican Republic an increase
in its sugar quota on the North American market,
.in all, an addition of about 141,783 tons, which has
had a most stimulating effect on the Dominican econ­
omy.

121. The policy of financing the economic and social
development plans of the developing countries will
certainly be supported in the Dominican Republic
by the strictest and most far-reaching controls.
Otherwise, the provision of international assistance
for development purposes would be like trying to
fill the bottomless cask of the Danaides,

122. This means that we refuse, because we think
it economically frustrating and morally humilitating,
to go on stagnating as we were up to a short time
Pgo, in conditions ver~· like those of the colony of
t..,;.n Domingo in the days of its decline, when the

lives of Dominicans were spent sadly awaiting the
arrival of the galleons bearing the colonial subsidy.

123. As President Balaguer stated categorically
when taking the oath of office on 1 July 19()6, "econ­
omic assistance used mainly to repair budgetary
errors and correct omissions in the implementation
of the Public Expenditure Act resulting from the
administrative disorder in which we have been living
is more of a disservice than an effective contribution
to our programme to improve national institutions".
In the face of this practice, the Dominican Republic
has reversed its stand completely. We prefer aid
which will help us to cease to be an economic para­
site dependent on foreign aid. In short, the people
of the Dominican Republic share the desire common
to all worthy peoples and all honourable men, to
earn a living by the sweat of their brow.

124. The increase in the Dominican sugar quota
on the United States market heralds a new era in
the economic relations between the two countries.
For the first time, these relations are being con­
sidered in a completely realistic light. Heartening
prospects will open up, if this step, which is only the
first along the right path, is consolidated and followed
by other agreements of even greater potential for
the prosperity of the Dominican Republic within its
geographical area.

125. From the Rio Grande to the Straits of Magellan,
through the immense crescent of Central America
and the Caribbean, we see profound changes taking
place among a group of nations which have reached
another crucial moment in their destiny. We see the
awakening of human multitudes who were until a little
time l' [,0 simply the pawns of history, but whc L10W

understand that they are in the front rank of those
abstract conceptions known as States, which until
recently were considered as being the principle sub­
j ects of law, geography and history. It can no longer
be denied that the men and women of these lands­
indeed, human beings everywhere-with their achieve­
ments, their miseries, their rebellions and their
hopes, are the real concern of economics, law, edu­
cation and politics.

126. Evidence of the presence of the masses in the
life of contemporary societies is copious and pressmg,
Latin America is no stranger to these anxieties
and to the social problems of immense human com­
munities ravaged by poverty. Sociological geography
tells us that lust as there is a "geography of hunger"
there is also a IIfgeography of disease", a "geography
of ignorance", a geography, in short, of man t s in­
humanity to man. It also tells us that there are,
borh at the national and at the international level
in our continent, two Americas, which may be dis­
tinguished by names different from those on the map;
one is known as the "affluent society", the other the
"society of the dispossessed", and between them there
is a failure of communlcatton, a lack of interchange,
that is reflected in a constant rise in the living
standards of the former and a steady decline in
those of the latter.

127. In this situation, the peoples of America are
faced with two alternatives: they can choose the
brutal, levelling process of revolution, which '8 sup-
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posed to solve their social problems but at the
expense of freedom; or they can find in the system
of hemispheric co-operation the political and moral
values, the procedures and standards, which, once
brought up to date, will enable them to achieve by
working together in the economic and social fields
the objectives of the confederation of Bolivar, that
sacred source of all our relationships.

128. There can be no doubt that responsible opinion
in the Americas has decided to opt for the second
of these alternatives which responds to the im­
peratives of the history of the American people and
to the concepts of their institutional life.

129. The minds and wills of those who govern the
Americas are inspired by a great ideal: the new plans
for hemispheric economic integration offer the Ameri­
can peoples a :·_'ture of unprecedented prosperity.

130. The Dominican Republic shares in the legitimate
interest awakened by these projects, the effective
realization of which will be the start of a new epoch
in American relations. At the same time it believes
it necessary to make a number of comments on hem­
ispheric economic integration in so far as it affects
the situation of the Dominican Republic as a geograph­
ical and economic unit of the Caribbean region.

131. The Dominican Government believes that, in view
of the time already spent in considering the ad­
vantages of the rapid economic integration of the
democratic areas of the Caribbean c-id in view of
Dominican economic potentialities in relation to the
neighbourtng island of Puerto Rico, the time has now
come to take decisive steps to that end. As President
Balaguer said on taking the oath of office, "Conditions
are excellent for both countries to establish a kind
of common market, and to organize their respective
economies in a spirit of mutual co-operation. Santo
Domingo could provide Puerto Rico with an infinite
number of agricultural products which are not pro­
duced in large enough quantities by the latter, and
both peoples could join together in many fields of
economic development so that their combined capital
could promote industrial development in the field
of private investment."

132. Twenty-five years ago, the distinguished Puerto
Rican economist, Carlos Chard6n, put forward in his
book "Viajes y Naturaleza" some highly stimulating
ideas which the passage of time has only made more
cogent and compelling. In this work, it is argued that
of all the groups of islands which exist in the world,
only the Archipelago of the Antilles has been unable
to achieve a so-called "archipelago economy" because
in this group of islands there are seven sovereign
Governments as far apart economically as they are
geographically.

133. Chard6n says that the island region of the Carib­
bean may be defined economically as a typical food
deficit zone apparently, a state of affairs which is
growing worse because of the constantly risingpopula­
tton, This dlstlnzutshed Puerto Rican scholar ob-

c;

serves, however, that in this situation the Dominican
Republic offers the characteristics of a country which.
because of the diversity of its crops and its great
potential for agricultural development, constitutes

the natural supplier of food products to this geo­
graphical region.

134. A study entitled "Data which suggest the econ­
omic integration of part of the Caribbean area", pre­
pared by Mr. Chard6n for the Development Bank of
Puerto Rico, was published in November 1962. This
admirable analysis substantiated the fundamental con­
stderaticns ~hat since 1941 have justified the plan,
conceived in the terms I have briefly outlined. In
this study, the author, after a detailed analysis of
Dominican economic potential as compared with that
of Puerto Rico, reaches the conclusion that of eight
economic bench-marks seven are positive and one
temporarily negative for the Dominican Republtc,
while for the island of Puerto Rico, two of these
same bench-marks are positive and six negative. He
therefore feels that the economies of the Dominican
Republic and Puerto Rico are complementary and
that the two islands can achieve what he calls 'an
unprecedented form of social symbiosis". According
to the study in question, Dominican agricultural
potential is twelve times greater than that of Puerto
Rico, We may imagine what levels of production the
Dominican Republic would obtain if its economy re­
ceived the extraordinary additional incentive of inte­
gration within the triangle offreer trade relations with
the United States of America and Puerto Rico.

135. Recently, significant talks were held in Santo
Domingo with representatives of Puerto Rican trade
and industry, which constitute a beginning in the
process of bringing the economic interests of the two
islands together. It is obvious, cowever , that these
talks must be supplemented by negotiations at the
governmental level between the appropriate au­
thorities, with a view to the conclusion of wide­
ranging agreements covering all the matters involved
in an economic merger equivalent to a common
market.

136. Although the increase in the Dominican sugar
quota on the North American market is undoubtedly
highly satisfactory, this step should not be looked
upon as temporary assistance to the Lominlcan Re­
public during what might be called its period of con­
valescence from the recent national crisis. The
Dominican Republic hopes to find in the United
States the necessary will to collaborate, in order
to stabilize and develop its economic relations in the
geographical area which it occupies jointly with the
United States, bearing in mind the potentialities of
its natural resources.

137. The Dominican Republic has no desire to re­
main indefinitely in a state of complete dependence
on external credit, no matter how generous the terms
on which it is offered. Even in the midst of our pre­
sent problems, the Dominican Government is de­
termined to carry out its plans for economic re­
habilitation and development by embarking on the
difficult course of valiant effort and arduous sacri­
fice. Our aim is to achieve once more a healthy
economy buttressed by the respectability of our
democratic institutions which constitute its animating
spirit. We are working not only for our own benefit
but also in order to contribute as much as we can
to the assistance of other peoples and to all the causes
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of social and humanitarian interest sponsored by the
'United Nations.

138. The Dominican delegation has noted with interest
that the agenda of this session of the General Assem­
bly nontaine the item relating to the draft covenants
on human rights. The preparation of these instruments
is a most notable attempt to reconcile the contradiction
between the vital interests of States and the universal­
~st vocation of an international orgamzatton such as
ours. In contemporarj international society, these
instruments assume an extraordinary importance.
They establish a higher tribunal, designed to humanize
the function of government and ensure the international
protection of human rights. This protective function
is thus removed from subjective considerations of
national policy which tend to distort it.

139. We cannot but feel ourselves fully identified
with the juridical technique adopted by the United
Nations to secure the international protection of human
rights. In ordinary s.tuations , apart from those
cases of grave and systematic violations of human
rights which must remain within the direct competence
of the General Assembly, the Dominican Government
believes that the protection of human rights, whether
jurisdictional or ·wasi-jurisdictional, should be en­
trusted to special bodies set up by virtue of treaties
ai.d conventions. Nevertheless, my Government's
attitude as regards the immediate effectiveness of
these agreements is one of caution. We are aware
that the European Convention on Human Rights of
1950 and its additional Protocol of 1952,.1, which
must be approved and ratified by the national parlia­
ments of the contracting parties, are still not fully
effective in all t'heir provisions and for all the Con­
tracting States, although these instruments apply to
a homogeneous political civilization. It can easily
be foreseen, then that the United Nations Covenants
on civil and political rights and on humanitarian and
social rights will need still more time for complete
and effective implementation.

140. The Dominican Government has also noted with
particular interest, among the social items on this
Assembly's agenda, that relating to a draft declara­
tion on the elimination of discrimination against
women. The presence of women in Dominican political
and civil life on a footing of complete equality with
men and their influence as a sane and conciliating
factor in the political struggle has been so effective
in the recent elections that women have gained
posittons in the governments of the twenty-six pro­
vinces into which the territory of the Dominican Re­
public is politically divided.

141. My Government also wishes to state that if
there is anyone violation of human rights which
cries out in the sight of God and which must inevitably
evoke in the conscience of the world the most over­
whelming repugnance, it is that which perpetuates
discriminatory practtces on racial grounds. The Do­
minican delegation will strongly support the repeated
condemnation of these practices by the General As­
sembly, practices that dishonour the nations which

11 European Convention on Human Rights and Funds' nental Free­
don J, signed at Rome on 4 November 1950. AdditiQnal : ..otocol, signed
at Parts on 20 r.. irch 1952. United Nations Treaty Series.

are responsible for them and which, far from making
sincere efforts to eradicate them once and for all,
stubbornly persist in enshrining thers , as it were, ill
their political constitution.

142. The DOMinican delegation will also support any
votes to censure adopted by this Assembly against
manifes tations of national and religious intolerance
and will vote in favour of the speedy completion of
the draft convention on the elimination of all forms
of religious intolerance,

143. On behalf of the Government and delegation of
the Dominican Republic, I extend hearty greetings
to the new State of Guyana, on the occasion of its
entry into the United Nations. I am sure that it will
contribute to the realization of our Organization's
fundamental goals, and to that end we assure it of
the Dominican Government's desire to co-operate.

144. As in previous years, the question of peace­
keeping throughout the world is the most important
general subject of our session.

145. The Charter of the United Nations requires
Member Stales to practise tolerance and to live
in peace as good neighbours, as a means of attaining
the noble aims of our Organization. To live and let
live would undoubtedly be the most reasonable corol­
lary of that basic provision of the Charter, Naturally
we would not go so far as to affirm with Menendez
Pelayo , the author of "La Historia de los Heterodoxos
Espanoles " that intolerance is a state of health,
but it is undoubtedly true that the world is witnessing
a struggle between new orthodoxies and heresies
which unfortunately we still have not only to live
with but also to confront with needed definitions. Our
real task is to re-establish certain values which cannot
be regarded as the transitory concerns of a particular
epoch, but are part and parcel of all that is most
noble and essential in human nature. In these cir'­
cumstances, peace cannot be regarded as a kind of
Nirvana where the most virile and generous im­
pulses of mankind dwindle into nothingness, for
otherwise we would be admitting that all those pro­
visions of the Charter which promote respect for
human rights and fundamental freedoms would be no
more than meaningless sounds or empty legal phrases.

146. When so-called dtalectical reasoning with its
essentially relativist criterion vf values and its
cataclysmic interpretation of history maintains that
irreconcilable conflict. the synthesis of opposing ideas
through systematic violence, the occurrence of his­
torical changes on the universal plane, are the only
valid premises of international relations, it is clear
that situations must arise outside the United Nations
which cannot be reconciled with the principles upheld
by our Organization.

147. One aspect of peace-keeping in which the
Dominican Government has a lively interest is that
relating to the defence of democratic institutions,
in so far as this concept involves not only economic
and social values but also political and moral values
.vhich cannot be renounced. It is in the light of this
conviction that we regard the struggle in which the
heroic people of South Viet-Nam are involved in
defence of their freedom and security. As far as
the Dominican Government is concerned, the support

,
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which the Government of the United States of America
and other Governments in that area which are vitally
interested in the preservation of democracy in South
Viet-Nam are giv: ng to that nation has our confidence
and merits our respect.

148. Faithful to the tnter-Amertcan peace-loving
tradition, to the creation of which it has made a
distinguished contribution through its resolute and per­
severing support of compulsory arbitration and the
peaceful settlement of international disputes in general,
the Dominican Republic is aware of the well-founded
anxiety aroused by the situation in South East Asia,
which moves all countries to deep feelings of pity.

149. For all these reasons, it was with great satls­
faction that we listened to the peace proposals sub­
mitted to this Assembly by Mr. Goldberg on behalf
of the Government of the United States of America.
In our opinion, they should be given careful ('C1Il­

sideration by those interested in peace with justice
and dignity in Viet-Nam.

150. We appreciate and firmiy support, as a duty
not only of conscience but of religion, the enlightened
efforts which His Holiness Pope Paul VI has been
exerting for some time now to bring about an end
to this war, the prolongation of which; in the view
of many. may lead to unrestrained action which might
aggravate the present international situation.

151. We also want to add our good wishes to those
which Secretary-General U Thant has already re­
ceived from our Assembly in recognition of his noble
and untiring work for peace. His decision to continue
at the head of the Secretariat of the United Nations
gives my country particular pleasure.

152. As a member of the American family of na­
tions we cannot but reaffirm our attitude towards the

decisive questions which are at stake in the Viet­
Namese war for the basic causes of that terrible
conflict are the same as those which may one day
arise in America. They will have similar implica­
tions if we do nothing in the face of the systematic
campaign to subvert American democratic institution.
This campaign is encouraged and supported with every
kind of material and psychological resource by a
State which, having deserted the international com­
munity that nur.ured the ideals and the forces to
which it owes its very existence, now dedicates itself
to the task of sowing the seeds of its madness
through the length and breath of the Americas •

153. The economic doctrine of laissez-faire, which
led to the iron law of wages and which has been radi­
cally revised by n '':''uern economic thinking, must fail
also as a political dogma. Instead of a United Nations
resigned to the fatality of historical processes, we
wish to see a United Nations valiantly determined
to reaffirm the eternal values of human dignity and
the self determination of peoples, provided that the
latter is not invoked to justify yet another adventure
of tyranny and aggression. The systema'fc recurrence
of certain items on the agenda of our General
Assembly, such as those relating to the defence of
peace against aggression, the struggle against racial
discrimination and the last vestiges of colonialism,
and the protection of human rights, demonstrate the
unswerving will of our Organization to watch over
these serious matters. This is the spirit which keeps
alive the interest of mankind in this Organization
wl- rse profession of faith in these troubled times
n.ight perhaps be summed up in this motto of the
founder of one of the smallest but most honoured
constitutional monarchies of Europe: ftWe need no
hope to start the battle, nor victory to persevere".

The meeting rose at 1~.~5 p.m,
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