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Statement by the Secretary-General
--1. The PRESIDENT (tra;nslated from French):

This morning we shall continue the general debate,
but before calling upon the fIrst speaker on my list
I shall recognize the Secretary-General, who wishes
to make a statement.

2. The SECRETARY-GENERAL: Yesterday the fol
lowing bulletin was issued in regard to the condition
of President Fanfani:

"President Fanfani is resting comfortably. His
spirits are good, and his general medical condition
has been thoroughly evaluated. Surgical repair of
the tl:::ndon injury is being considered for the first
part of next week, dependent upon re-evaluation of
his knee injury. Altogether. as previously stated,
two to three weeks of hospitalization is anticipated.
with resumption of some duties at the end of that
period."

3. I had occasion to discuss the conduct of the work
of the General Assembly with the Chairmen of Com
mittees on Wednesday, 13 October. and we agreed
that there should be no plenary meetings for next
week. Thir will enable the Committees, and especially
the First Committe'e, to make some progress with
their work. Advantage may also be taken by the Com
mittees that have occasion to vote to use the me
chanical means of voting in the Gene'fal Assembly and
faniiliarize themselves with that eqtdpment.

4. In regard to the future', the position may perhaps
be reviewed about this time next week in the light of
the circumstances then prevailing.
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5. Mr. TARA:aANOV (Bulgaria) (translated from
French): I should like at the outset to express the
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satisfaction of the delegation of the People's Republic
of Bulgaria at seeing the twentieth session of the
General Assembly take place in accordance with the
normal procedure. That this has been possible is a
result of the constructive efforts of the great majority
of states Members of the United Nations, which at
the crucial moment formed a united front against the
attempts which had been made for a long time to
undermine the very foundatio~ of the Organization
and which last year, as you know, assumed disquieting
proportions in the shape of the so-called financial
crisis.

6. The first actions of the General Assembly at the
beginning of this session-the appointment of the Cre'"
dentials Committee and the almost unanimous election
of the President-conf,'l'med the general determination
to return to normal procedure as laid down in the
rules of procedure and ,'bis augurs well for the normal
progress of the session.

7. The delegation of the People's Republic of Bul
garia would like to express to President Fanfani its
warmest congratulations on his election. We deeply
regret the accident which temporarily keeps him away
from the work of the Assembly. My delegation is
happy that the representative of a country which main
tains friendly relations with ours has assumed the
direction of our work and we are convinced that his
outstanding qualities will enable him to carry the work
of the twentieth session to a successful conclusion.

8. I should like once again to express our admiration
and gratitude to his predecessor. Mr. Quaison-8ackey,
the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ghana. who, despite
the difficulties and ocstacles which certain Powers
created artificially, was able to guide the work of thE?
Organization throughout a very difficult year and to
preserve the possibilities for the future.

9. Twer,ty years ago, the peoples who had united in
the str.-aggle against the nazi aggressors created the
United Nations, with the firm determination to save
succeeding generations from the scourge of war.
They were imbued with the desire to create an inter
national community founded on equality. liberty and
national independence and were profoundly convinced
that they were laying the foundations of a lasting
institution whose object would be to enSUl'e collective
security and wide international co-operation.

10. The principles on which the Charter ofthe United
Nations is based not only reflect the ideas of the
period of history which ended with the war. but also
serve as a political and legal basis for the regulation
of international relations for decades to come. This
has enabled the Organization to survive the tests of
history and to adapt itself, in large measure, to the
profound transformations which charact,~rize our era..
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sions that the countries which are not yet Members
of the United Nations "should be enabled to maintain
contact with the world body and listen to Hs delibera
tions, and thus be more directly exposed to the views
of the rest of mankind" [A/G001/Add.1, sect. XII]?
It is not right that the question ofpermanent observers
Should be left to the discretion of the host countries
of the various agencies of the United Nations. It is
high time that the General Assembly dealt with this
question and took the necessary action, on the basis
of equality and in the interest of co-operation and
peace.

17. At a time when there was a relative easing of
tension in international affairs follOWing the Moscow
Treaty on the partial banning of nuclear tests, and
other developments before and after the Treaty, the
United states, in violation of obligations solemnly
assumed under the Charter of the United Nations,
embarked upon a war of aggl'ession against the heroic
people of Viet-Nam. It has recently expanded its
military strength in that country to more than 140,000
men-there is now talk of 150,000-without c0unting
the detachments of the Seventh Fleet and the naval
aviation attached to it. Official circles in the United
States foresee a further increase in American strengtr.,
which would reach 200,000 men by the end of this
year, and there is even a possibility, according to
current Press commentaries that their number will
rise to a million. Recently the United States has even
tried to legalize and get world public opinion to accept
the use of gas in Viet-Nam.

18. The Bulgarian people and the Government of the
People's Republic of Bulgaria condemnthe aggressive
actions undertaken against the Viet-Namese people.
In keeping with its policy of full support for the strug
gle of peoples aJRinst imperialism and colonialism,
the Bulagarian Government supports the just cause
of the Viet-Namese people for independence and
within the limits of its modest resources is giving
them effective aid.

19. The general hostility towaJ.'ds this policy of ag
gression against the people of Viet-Nam and the con
demnation of the policy of intervention in the domestic
affairs of that country have forced the United States\
while it heightens the conflict, to try to drape itself
in a flag of peace. A propaganda campaign is being
waged to persuade world public opinion that the United
States is ready to enter into talks with a view to set
tling the matter. But one wonders what credit can
be given to such declarations after the aggressionand
ruthless bombings carried out against the people of
Viet-Nam and against the Democratic Republic of
Viet-Nam. For negotiations to take place it would be
necessary to go back to the principles laid down in
the 1954 Geneva Agreements and to establish a situa
tion conducive to the solution of the problem.

20. It is difficult indeed to conceive of a solution
being found for the Viet-Namese problem without
reverting to the Geneva Agreements and without re
storing the previous situation by means of the im
mediate cessation of aggressive actions against the
pemocratic Republic of Viet-Nam, the withdrawal of
United States troops and weapons from SouthViet-Nam:
and the observance of the Viet-Namese people's right
to settle their own domestic affairs without foreign
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11. Despite the many and persistent attempts to
subordinate it to a policy of aggX'ession and even to
transform it into a willing tool for the preservation
of colonial rule in all its forms and manifestations,
as in the case of the Congo and Korea, the United
Nations has been able, thanks to the efforts of the
forces of progress and under the impetus of new
forces, to make headway and contribute to the solution
of the crucial problems of our time. It already has
to its credit steadfast efforts for the preservation of
peace, for general a~d complete disarmament, for the
liberation of peoples from colonial rule and for fruit
ful co-operation among states.

12. We should like to mention the positive role of
the Organization and its Secretary-General, U Thant,
in bringing about the cessation of hostilities between
India and Pakistan. We must also recognize the con
tribution of the Organization in restoring calm in
Cyprus and we hope that the efforts made by the United
Nations will briner about a peaceful, just and equitable
solution based on respect for the territorial integrity,
the independence and the sovereignty of the Republic
of Cyprus.

13. As an international institution, the United Nations
was created through the free consent of States. The
co-ordinated actions of its Members determine the
results of its activity.

14. The United Nations already has 117 Members.
We wish to congratulate the States that h~ve recently
been admitted to membership-the Gambia, the Maldive
Islands and Singapore. But the question of the Or
ganization's universality remains open, for the le
gitimate rights of the People's Republic of China in
the United Nations have not yet been restored. This
is not simply a matter of correcting an injustice,
but above all of taking a realistic view of the develop
ment of international relations. We consider that the
States Members of the United Nations must put an
end to this situation once and for all and firmly resist
those increasingly isolated forces that are ~tili trying
to prevent the restoration of the legitimate rights of
the People's Republic of China in the United Nations.

15. The proposal of the non-aligned countries at the
Cairo Conference in October 1964Y for a world dis
armament conference to which all countries would be
invited emphasizes anew the necessity for the United
Nations to be universal. That proposal, it will be
recalled, was welcomed enthusiastically and adopted
by an overwhelming majority by the Disarmament
Commission.?:J This is another demonstration in
favour of the universality of the United Nations and
in particular the restoration of the lawful rights of
China in the United Nations. Whether one wishes it
or not, other actions of this kind will be taken until
that universality is achieved.

16. In the meantime, and apart from any considera
tions concerning the restoration of the lawful rights
of China, which is entitled to be a Member of the
United Nations, would it not be appropriate for the
General Assembly to take up forthwith the suggestion
which the Secretary-General has made on two occa-

!J See document A/5763, sect. VU.
Y See Official Records of the Disarmament Commission, Supplement

for January to December 1965, document 00/224.
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interference. The statements made by the Government
of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam on 8 April
1965 and by the National Liberation Front ofViet-Nam
on 22 March 1965 offer a sound basis for the settle
ment of the Viet-Namese question andfortherestora
tion of peace in that pa.rt of the world.

21. Despite all their efforts. the United States and
some of its allies have not succeeded in covering
their war against the Viet-Namese people with the
United Nations flag. It is in fact difficult for them to
do so since, according to the authoritative opinion of
the Secretary-General. "the settlement reached at
Geneva in 1954 prescribed no role for the Organiza
tion in the settlement that was to follow" [A/B001/
Add.1, sect. XII].

22. This has not been the case in Korea, where the
United Nations flag is still being used for intervention
in the domestic affairs of that country. The reports
of the Commission for the alleged reunification and
alleged rehabilitation of Korea which, under pressure
from the United States, appear on thEl agenda at each
session bring to mind the dark pagas of the history
of the United Nations. Discussion of this question
does not help either the reunificFltion or the rehabi
litation of Korea; it simply enables the United States
to continue to keep its troops on Korean soil under
the United Nations flag. The reunification of Korea
is strictly a matter for the Koreanpeoplethemselves.
A real contribution to the reunification of that country
could be made by action to prevent the United States
using the United Nations flag to cover up its inter
vention in that country and by the dissolution of the
United Nations Commission fo!' the Reunification and
Rehabilitation of Korea.

23. Although it is by far the most important factor
and has the most profound' impact on international
problems, the aggression in Viet-Nam is not th~ only
event which disturbs international co-operation. The
United States intervention in the domestic affairs of
the DominifJan Republic. imposed ar~j then carried on
under the cover of a regional organization, has been
just as much a threat to peace.

24. Despite the opinion of Presi1ent George Wash
ington that no nation. has the right to interfere in the
domestic affairs of another country-and an infinite
number of variations have been played on that theme
in the solemn statements of American leaders who
wish to pose as defenders of those established prin
ciples of relations between States--the United State$
Government is interv~ningatpresent, in various forms
and on various, and often unlikely pretexts, in the
domestic affairs of other countries. It is doing so in
flagrant .violation of the Charter of the United Nations.
international law and the international treaties to
which it has affixed its signature, thus jeopardizing
international peace and security. Cuba, the Congo and
a series of other countries are past and qUite recent
stages in a policy which has latterly become official
United States policy. The resolution adopted by the
United States Congress on the alleged right of the
United States to intervene against the alleged com
munist threat in other countries has disturbed world
public opinion and the parlfaments of Latin America.

25. Founded on the principle ofthe sovereign equality
of all countries. large and bmall, without distinction

as to social system or geographical situation, the
United Nations must not remain passive in the face
of interventions in the domestic affairs of other coun
tries. This attitude is even more logical since no
provision of the Charter authorizes the United Nations
to intervene in affairs which are the domestic concern
of any state or obliges its Members to submit their
domestic affairs to a settlement procedure under the
Charter. At the twentieth session of the General
Assembly the great majority of delegations have re
affirmed this basic principle of. the Charter in their
statements.

26. lit, the circumstances it is not surprising that
the Soviet Union proposal to consider the question of
the inadmissibility of intervention in the domestic
affairs of States and the protection'of their inde
pendence and sovereignty [see A/5977] has been
favourably received by delegations. The violence
done to international legality, the aggressions and
interventions in the domestic affairs of other coun
tries on the pretext of safeguarding the interests and
the lives of citizens must cease. Is it necessary to
remind some Powers and some circles that de facto
opposition to progressive ideas or to the formation
of Governments that peoples choose for themselves
becomes. under the Charter, an. international"crime
when it goeEi beyund national frontiers? In the cir
cumstances it is certain that the United Nations,
guided by the need to protect the independence and
sovereignty of States, must find the ways and means
for a clear and powerful condemnation of intervention
in the domestic affairs of countries, both in the de
bates and in the decisions of the General Assembly
at its twentiath session.

27. At a time when tension, armed conflicts, ag
gressions and interventions in the domestic affairs
of other countries are threatening world peace and
security, the process of the liberation ofpeoples from
the colonial yoke is coming up against the violent
intransigence of colonialist circles. Although it was
speeded up after the victory against fascism and
nazism during the Second World War, this "irrever
sible process" which, under resolution 1514 (XV)
adopted by the General Assembly in 1960, was to take
place immediately, without any conditions or reserva
tions, in accordance with the freely expressed will
of peoples, has encountered many obstacles.

28. Only a few days ago, IanSmith. the representative
of the white minority in Southern Rhodesia. stated
that he would seek to pr~serve the privileges and the
power. of that minority over the immense majority of
the black population by establishing a Government
which would pursue a policy of racial discrimination.
This new potential ally for South Africa, a country
in which the white minority has for a long time been
practising the policy of segregation and apartheid,
creates a new and real danger for peace and .sec~rity

in that region. United under the protection of their
Western allies. the forces of Portuguese colonialism.
which still hold a huge area of -Africa under their
sway, and the South African and Southern Rhodesian
racists are preparing to establish a large military
force for the purpose of opposing the st'l'uggle for
liberation of the peoples of the African continent. At
the same time. they intend to indulge in military ad-
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the sense of urgency which might stimulate a search
by the parties concerned for a basic and peaceful
solution of their conflicts il [A/6001/Add.1. sect. Vn].

This is true, for example, of the ques~ionofPalestine,
which is a permanent threat to the peace of the Middle
East.

34. One sphere in which the disputes and tensions
caused by certain Powers exert a harmful influence
is certainly that of disarmament. For a long time
the Eighteen-Nation Committee-or rather the Seven
teen-Nation Committee, since France does not take
part-has been discussing many questions relating
to disarmament, without any success or result. The
international tension engendered by the war in Viet
Nam, the interventions in the domestic affairs of
other countries and the obstructive efforts of certain
Powers have for a long time blocked all work on
disarmament in the Eighteen-Nation Committee. In
the circumstances it is not surprising that the ini
tiative of the non-aligned countries in proposing the
convening of a world d.isarmament conference received
an exceptionally favourable welcome. The resolution
adopted on this question at the most recent meetings
of the Disarmament Commission li opens up IL ,7

prospects. We must now take steps to convene that
conference qUickly, so that during 1966 the desire of
the peoples may be realized, namely that the question
of disarmament should be discussed in a universal
forum in which all countries, without distinction, can
take part on a basis of equality. In view of the lack
of positive results achieved within the artificially
restricted framework of the United Nations-and we
know the reason for that-and as a result of the sub
versive activities of some Powers, the eyes of the
peoples are turned towards this conference in the
hope that their ardent desire for the elimination of
war through general and complete disarmament will
at last be realized.

35. -NUh the increase in the number of countries
possessing nuclear weapons,.the question of the non
dissemination of such weapons is of padicular im
portance. Certainly, while working to prevent such
weapons from becoming the national weapons of each
coUntry, steps should be taken-and this is the par
ticular respom.~ibilityof the great Powers possessing
nuclear weapons-to halt th€. arms race, to reverse
the flow, to ensure that nuclear weapons will never
be used and to bring about their speedy elimination
from the arsenals of nations. Non-proliferation of
nuclear weapons, however, is not so simple a matter.
It calls for constructive efforts on the part of all
Powers and in all fields of disarmament. Measures
such as the withdrawal of foreign troops, the elimina
tion of military bases on foreign soil and banning'
the use of nuclear weapons would certainly do a great
deal to advance the cause of non-proliferation, and
vice versa.

'2./ Ibid.

36. The banning of nuclear tests could also help
considerably towards the solution of the problem of
the non-proliferation and the elimination of nuclear
weapons. The proposals put forward by the non-

.aligned countries, more particularly by the United
Arab Republic, for the conclusion of an agreement

,.',.,
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ventures against certain African countries--Zambia,
Tanzania and others-which by their ,ex~pleas coun
tries freed from the colonial yoke, seem to threaten
the continuation of colonial domination in that region.

29. In other parts of the globe, too, the forces of
colonialism are not disarming. They are seeking
revenge in Arab lands. Only a few weeks ago, the
United Kingdom Government, in defiance ofthe General
Assembly resolutions [1949 (XVIII) and 1972 (XVIII)]
on the question of Aden and despite its obligations
under the charter, repealed the Constitution of Aden,
declared a state of emergency and subjected the popu
lation of that region to an intensified regime of terror
and oppression. This is another sudden move by
colonialism and an effort, albeit in vain, to stop the
irreversible march of history. Such actions increase
the suffering of the colonial peoples and create new
dangers for peace in that part of the world.

30. In the face of the united political and military
front of the colonialists, who are trying to sabotage
the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
the efforts of the Member States and organs of the
United Nations must be mobilized. The establishment
of permanent contact between the United Natio~~ and
the Organization of African Unity, which has already
been the subject of a General Assembly resolution
[2011 (XX)]. is certainly necessary and useful. But
should not steps be taken also to direct Member
States towards a policy of providing more active and
effective assistance to colonial pe?ples which would
make it possible to accelerate the process of de
colonization and finally ,liberate thos~ peoples from
the inhuman regime which they are still enduring?

31. Our people and its Government are convinced
that the struggle of the peoples of Asia, Africa
and Latin America for independence and national
sovereignty will triumph. Manceuvres and repressive
measures serve only to increase the aspirations of
those peoples to liberty and independenc,e, and to
fortify them in th~ir struggle to attain those goals.
Bulgaria is prepared, within the limits of its capa
bilities, to make every effort, now and in the future,
to assist in the triumph of the struggle of colonial
peoples for liberation.

32. Instead of endeavouring' to eliminate the last
vestiges of colonialism, some Powers are seeking to
re-establish their domination over newly liberated
countries by exploiting their economic difficulties.- It
is high time to move towards the complete elimination
of colonialism, to assist new States to establish their
independence firmly on solid economic and technical
foundations, without political or military conditions.

\
33. While we are referring to the remnants of colo-
nialism, it might be useful to draw the attention of
delegations to the necessity of trying to put an end
to certain situations which have required United
Nations mediation or intervention; but-and I am quot
ing from the introduction to the Annual Report of the
Secretary-Generah

"•.• the very fact that they" -some United Nations
peace-keeping operations-"have become an ac
cepted and semi -permanent part of the way of life
in the areas has tended to some extent to reduce
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on halting underground nuclear tests and the ac
ceptance of a. moratorium on all other kinds of tests,
are an important step towards a solution to this
problem.11

37. The USSR proposal for the conclusion of a treaty,
without escape clause, on the non-proliferation of
nuclear weapons [see A/5976] is of great importance
at this stage. This proposal must be given serious
consideration; it must be carefully. examined at the
twentieth session and ,the appropriate decisions must
be taken. Many countries have already indicated that
they endorse this proposal. The Government of the
People's Republic of Bulgaria, for its part, whole
heartedly supports it and will do all in its power to
help to put an end to the proliferation of nuclear
weapons.

38. The non-dissemination of nuclear weapons can
not, however, be reconciled with the attempts to satisfy
the appetites' of certain States which wish to obtain
control of these weapo.ns through military alliances;
that is the aim of the plans for "multilateral forces"
or "Atlantic nuclear forces". We know that certain
circles in Europe are particularly anxious to obtain
control of nuclear weapons and 8,re sparing no effort
to obtain them, in order to use them as a means of
coercion to settle the situations resulting from the
Second World War in their own way. Any attempt to
seek a settlement of those· situations by sharing the
control of nuclear weapons or.by threatening to employ
them would not only be dangerous, it would be sheer
madness, particularly in the ·present circumstances
where a spark would suffice to precipitate a catas
trophe.

39. We note with satisfaction that the tendency to
seek a solution to the German problem on a realistic
basis-acceptance of the' €xistence of two German
States in Europe, the Federal Republic of G8fmany
and the German Democratic Republic-is gaining
ground. On that basis it will be possible to open the
way to a rapprochement between the two German
States, which will lead to the reunification of the
German people. German unity can be achieved only
by peaceful and democratic means and principles; it
must consolidate the political and social achievements
of the German people.

40. The reunification of the German people must, of
.course I be accompanied by the establishment of a
European collective security system. The victory of
this school of thought would have a favourable effect
on relations among. all European States and would
l3J.iminate one of the principal obstacles to the re
Unification of Germany. This idea is gaining more
and more ground in Europe. One indication of this is
the increasingly important role being played by. the
German Democratic RepUblic on the international
scene; its growing authority is due above all to the
fact that it is determined to live in peace and friend
ship with all European countries.

41. The People'S Republic of Bulgaria, guided by its
conviction that an States, great and small, can and
should contribute to the strengthening of world peace,
is persevering in its efforts to transform the Balkans

~ !!2!9•• docutnent DC/227, annex I, sect. F.

into an area of peace and co-operation. Disregarding
the fact that the Balkan States have. different social
and political systems, we have acted on the principle
that all questions arising among them can and should
be settled through negotiations, for we are deeply
convinced that this is the only realistic course pos
sible in the present age. This is proved by the fact
that the efforts exerted to that end have resulted in
a notic0able improvement in the political climate in
this region, the conclusion of a series of agreements
between our country and neighbouring States, and
exchanges of friendly visits with severalBalkan COtUl
tries-results which have already 'Peen mentioned at
this rostrum.

42. Faithful to its policy of peaceful coexistence and
non-interference in the domestic affairs of other
countries, the Bulgarian Government is seeking new
ways and means of increasing co-operation with all
countries of the world, for it is convinced that the
stabilization of the situation in the Balkans can make
a great contribution to the relaxation of tension and
the safeguarding of pea'Je.

43. The words of the President of the Council of the
People's Republic of Bulgaria, Todor Jivkov, are
significant in that connexion: on 25 September 1965
he said:

"We are determined to spare no effort in order
~hat the Balkans may become a region of peace,
friendship, understanding and mutually profitable
co-operation, and that a denuclearized zone m.ay
be established in that rep;i.on and in the region of
the Adriatic."

44. III this spirit, and on the basis of the principles
of peaceful coexistenc~which are the very fOtUldation
of its Government's policy, the delegation of the
People's Republic of Bulgaria is ready to work with
the delegations of all countries, great and small,
irrespective of their social and political systems,
within the framework of the Charter, to solve the
problems on the agenda of this session.

45. Mr. BOUTEFLIKA (Algeria) (translated from
French): In celebrating its twentieth anniversary, the
United Nations feels obliged to take stock of its event
ful years of growth. It would be only natural that on
emerging from its adolescence this Assembly should
glimpse prospects of an era of justice, peace and
harmony.

46. This being our task, I cannot conceal the satis
faction of the Algerian delegation, whichwelcomes the
good omens represented by the resumption of normal
activities and the bril1ia"'~ election which has rightly
entrqsted Mr. Fanfani with the .heavy responsibilities
of the President of the' General Assembly. I should
like to take this opportunity to wish him a speedy
recovery.

47. It gives us pleasure, in congratulating thePresi
dent of the' twentieth session of the General Assembly
on behalf of Algeria and its Government, to poi::ot out
that our confidence and faith in him attest to the es
teem we feel for the intellectual and statesman who,
doubtless out of respect for the values of ancient
Rome, has closely followed the problems of a troubled
world. It would, however, be dangerous to indulge



and vigour. The failure of the United Nations in its
mission would have catastrophic consequences forthe
cause of international peace and co-operation. Our
Government remains firmly attached to the United
Nations amj its principles. For that reason. it fer
vently hopes that the Organization will succeed in
overcoming its contradictions, so as to respond to
the great hopes placed in it by the peoples Qf the
world.

53. One of the steps which the United Natir.ms should
take in order to reach that goal iiS to ,'restore the
rights of the People's Republic of ~-;hina. It is obvious
that int~rilational problems cannot be pro~~rly dis
cussed without the effective participation of a country
representing one quarter of the human race, which
in addition has become a nuclear Power. Ifwe exclude
one of the essential elements of the balance of forces
in the world, we cannot seriously hope to perfoJ:'m
any work of lasting value and still less to confer upon
our decisions the universal character whioh gives
them their force. Deeply convinced of this, the Alge
rian delegation, together with ten other delegations!
has requested the inclusion in our agenda ofa separate
item entitled "Restoration of the lawful rights of the
People's Republic of China in the United Nations"
(s~() A/5971 and Add.l and 2].

54. A brief analysis of the events of recent months
shows clearly that although peaceful coexistence is
developing and becoming stronger amongforces which
were formerly aggressively hostile to each other,
hotbeds of tension, and even of hot war, have appeared
in the IE;jsS developed regions. At the present time,
the most serious and immediate threats to inter
national peace and security are the aggressiveness
of the imperialists, who refuse to accept the logical
consequences of decolonization, and the belief that it
is possible to apply peaceful coexistence in one area
and not in others. The relaxation of tension hI the
world must ineVitably be based on full and complete
decolonization and the acceptance of peaceful co
existence in all areas and countries of the world. In
t~s period, when areas of tension are found in the
deve~~ping countries and when, behind a fa<;ade of
ideological conflict, efforts are being made to retain
material advantages or to seize them by force, the
concept of peaceful coexistence must apply not only
to relations between countries with different social
systems but also to relations between great Powers
and small countries.

55. The appearance of nuclear weapons has intro
duced a new element into the balance of forces in the
world. Although the balance of terror which it en
genders has ended by imposing peaceful coexistence
as an imperative necessity of our era, it is never
theless true that the threat of nuclear war is "widely
used in order to intervene with impunity in areas
where the balance of forces favou,rs the aggressive
Power. In these circumstances, any attempt to tackle
the problem of non-dissemination of nuclear weapons
without linking it closely to that of prohibiting their
manufacture and destroying existing stocks would be
tantamount to inviting the world to endorse the main
tenance of the existing situation.

56. My country, which signed the Moscow Treaty
and adheres firmly to it, and which remains convinced
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in excessive optimism with regard to the real sig
nificance of this return to normality, lest other
crises should take ,us by surprise.

48. The Gell.eral Assembly is resuming its work in
conformity with established procedures. That does
not mean that the serious problems ofwhichthe recent
crisis was but one manifestation have been solved. It
is true that after long months of debate and nego
tiation it has been agreed that the financial crisis
should be overcome through voluntary contributions,
all pressure being eschewed.

49. The financial crisis itself arose from a con
frontation of different concepts concerning the powers
of United Nations bodies with regard to peace-keeping
and the policy to be followed by the Organization's
forces when they were called upon to intervene. These
legal and political differences, which have been de
veloping for many years~ are in fact the reflection
of contradictions which have gradually been revealeCl
by a changing and developingworld. The dangers which
had to be averted after the Second World War have
greatly changed; the basic contradictions which existed
twenty years ago have diminished considerably, having
been replaced by different contradictions which are
even more acute. The unity achieved by the five great
conquerors of fascism, who are now only four. for the
p~se of safeguarding the principles and positions
for which they had fought, is no longer capable of
holding them together, since the dangers whichforced
them to unite no longer represent a potential threat.
As soon as any serious threat to international security
directly involves the responsibility of a great Power,
the pact worked out in the spirit of the Charter be
comes inadequate and completely unsuited to the
#301ution of the problems raised. This has led to a
paradoxical situation in which a session ofthe General
Assembly did not even take place because the per
manent members of the Security Council disagreed
on the interpretation of an Article of the Charter. It
has also led to another paradoxical situation in which
the most sE.\rious problems concernirig world peace
are not even placed on our agenda.

50. On the twentieth anniversary ofour Organization.
the time has come to reconsider the problems and
to seek ways of adapting United Nations bodies to the
complex realities of the modern world through struc
tural reorganization.

51. The problem does not consist in contrasting the
rule of full equality among States with the special
responsibilities which might devolve upon somecoun
tries whose political and above all material power
is a recognized fact. Although it is an element which
cannot be ignored, that fact should inno way constitute
the principal fact on which everythin,g is based. It it
is admitted that these two concepts cannot be con-

- traclicfory but shouldbe complementary, then solutions
may be found which will make it possible to overcome
the crises and trace the appropriate path to a speedy
solution of the problems.

52. We think that we should devote all our efforts
to ensuring that this inevitable period of growing
pains through which the United Nations is passing
is brought to an end as smoothly as possibles for we
remain deeply convinced of the imperative need to
safeguard vU!' Organization and give it more sb,""ength
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it is negotiated with this organizati~n, which con
stitutes a valid and very useful interlocutor.

63. In addition to the war in Viet-Nam, South-East
Asia has been serio'Usly shaken by the conflict between
India and Pakistan. Algeria, which has close links
with both these cO'Wltries, was deeply grieved by this
conflict, the seriousness of which almost endangered
the solidarity and the common struggle of the peoples
of Asia and Africa. It is for that reason that we wel
comed with great satisfaction the news of the ac
ceptance of a cease-fire between the two parties. We
especially appreciated the important role played by
the Secretary-General, U Thant, in order to reach
that end. We sincerely hope that peaceful negotiations
will lead to a solution of the Kashmir problem, which
divides the two sister countries, India and Pakistan,
a solution in conformity with the principles of the
Charter, which have been endorsed by the two parties
and by all of us, and to the relevant United Nations
resolutions.

64. The decolonization process has also led to the
division of another Asian country by establishing an
artificial State designed to act as a bulwark of im
perialism in that area. That too is a colonial problem
which will sooner or later be settled by decolonization
and the liberation of the peoples from the foreign
yoke. I am referring to the problem of Palestine. The
Palestine tragedy is the tragedy of a whole people,
forcibly exiled from their own country by foreign
elements which the imperialists wish to use as a
Trojan horsa. The ptloblem of the Palestine refagees
is not a social proble~'11, bu~, the problem of a whole
people who must regai1~ sovereignvj over their own
country.

65. The Palestine Liberation Organization will be
supported in its struggle for n.ational liberation not
only by the heads of the League of Arab States but
by all the anti-colonialist forces in the world.

66. Not far from there another colonial territory,
waiting for the aspirations of its people to be satis
fied, is still undergoing an ordeal of violence. The
latest repressi.ve measures taken by the United King
dom in South and South East Ara.bia clearly show
that it still wishes to impose its presence in the region
by force. At his session, the General Assembly should
do everything possible to induce the United Kingdom
to comply with General Assembly r~s,olution 1972
(XVIIT) on Aden and to recognize the ixiaIi~mable right
of Oman to self-determins.tion.

67. UnfortU'l1ately t the Iaisde~ds of colonialism are
not limited to Asia. Africa is\a victim of its most
extreme manifestations. Since the very beginning of
the United Nations, the system of apartheid has been
the subject of debates'that have resulted in resolutions
and condemnations. Those texts have remained a
dead letter, since the machine:ry established was
inadequate and the means for taking specific action
were not available.

68. To stand helplessly by at a time when racism
is becoming more widespread would be to shirk a
responsibility which we all assumed when we became
{.dembers of the United Nations. That responsibility
is equally incumbent upon the founding Members.
Those of us, howcvet, who are anxious to give the
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of the need to prevent the spread of nuciear weapons,
wishes to draw the attention of delegations to the
difficulty of isolating one aspect of the problem from
ita global context and invites them to make a frontal
attack on the 'Very essence of the denuclearization
proble:n.

57. Ji'urthermore, the destruction of nuclear weapons
must be accompanied by disarmament in the field of
conventional weapons. The interrelation of all these
phenomena, the predominance of the political aspect
over the technical aspect, the need to set up as soon
as possible the machinery leading to general and
complete disarmament, are some of the reasons
militating in favour of a world disarmament con
ference. We must admit that the United Nations has
achieved no results in this field. This situation is
not due to a lack of serious studies on the technical
aspects of the question, but to unWillingness and to
the fear of embarking upon a course leading to dis
armament. Responsibility for disarmament devolves
upon all countries, and a meeting of all the Govern
ments of the world is probably the surest way of
reaching a common definition of methods that would
enable us to begin the disarmament, process.

58. The worsening of the situation in Asia is an
example of the consequences of the politicfl.l concepts
I have just mentioned. Recent developments in Viet
Nam constitute the most serious element in the present
international situation. The intensification of the
United states bombing of the Democratic Republic of
Viet-Nam endangers world peace and constitutl9s an
exceptionally serious precedent. The international
community must do all it can to halt these acts of
aggression and put an end to the war.

59. Whatever the ideological implications of the
problem may be, it is none the less true that the
Viet-Namese people have the right to determine
their OW1l fate without any foreign inter.ference, that
their unity is an undeniable historical fact and that
their division is the accidental result of the decolo
.nization process, closely linked to the phe~omenon of
the confict between the blocs. The Viet-Namese prob-

.. lem is essentially a colonial phenomenon and cannot
be solved without that factor being taken into account.
In our view, the Geneva Agreements of 1954, which
defined the process ofdecolonization and reunification,
still constitute a valid basis for the settlement of this
conflict.

60. Since the basis for a solution already exists in
the form of agreements signed by the great PoweJ:'s
with the assent of the peoples concerned, it would ;;e

dangerous to seek another framework for the solution
of this problem.

Rl~~We consiq4r the position taken. by France to be
wortiw 0" 9t'.c illterest. That country, which was long a
colonlaCPower in that area, favours the faithfUl im
plementation of the Geneva Agreements and a. com
prehensive settlement in that part of the world.

62. The Viet-Namese people, who have paid a heavy
tribute to the cause of liberation inthe world, deserve
our admiration and our deep esteem. This heroic
people is effectively represented by the organization
Which it has built up during the struggl~, the National
Liberation Front. No solution can be found unless
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to keep them in a state of intolerable subjugation.
The United Nations has recognized the right of the
peoples of Moza:mbique, Angola and so-called Portu
guese Guinea to independence. It has condemhed the
policy of general repression and forced assimilation
followed by the Government of Portugal. Yet Portugal,
like its ultra-colonialist partners, stubbornly refuses
to accept solutions that are nevertheless inevitable.

74. Within the framework of an org'c:lnization whioh
has successfully overcome all obstecles and has
faced the problems besetting our continent, Afrioa
presents a united front against these vestiges of
foreign and colonial domination. Algeria's commit
ment to the Organization of African Unity is rooted
in geography and history. It is because it believes
that solidarity is essential and that, without complete
freedom, there can be no consolidation of the peaoe
that Algerifl. fervently appeals for the establishment
of this kind of organization in other continents. To
seek more appropriate m\."\chinery for the development
of international society and the sol~tion of its prob
lems might be the way to strengthen the United Nations.

75. In this context, it is only fair to note the ap
pearance of a determining element in contemporary
history: I refer to the solidarity of the countries of
Africa and Asia. The importance of this factor in
international relations lies not only in the ability
of the states of these two continents to work out a
common programme of action, but above all in their
determination to approach specific problems from the
pT~l:.Ctical point of view and seek appropriate solutions.
This is one of the major reasons for the need to de
velop Afro-Asian solidarity. The fact that the third
world, especially the Afro-Asian world, is the arena
of the most bitter conflicts strengthens our con
viction that this solidarity is not only useful but es
sential. The need for this solidarity has been brought
home to us all, particularly when conflicts have arisen
between Powers of the Afro-Asian family. .

76. Regional and inter-regional conferences have
clearly shown their effectiveness in settling bilateral
problems ,that have arisen between MemberStates and
their abil)ty to find general solutions for the many
painful p~oblems confronting certain continents of the
third world. They have outlined prospects for the
future, thus proving a ,useful adjunct to United Nations
action to overcome certain difficulties that have .so
far been considered only local, or at the most con
tinental, in character.

77. That is why my country p which is a member of
both the O:rganization of African Unity and the League
of Arab States, will spare no effort to make the ac
tivities of those two organizations more probing,
more positive and more in conformity with the aspi
rations of ·'he peoples to whom we are specifically
and indissolubly linked, and indeed with the aspira
tions of the 'vhole of mankind. The close interre1,a
tionship between the African and Arab regions, in
addition to the fact that it destroys all the myths of
colonial division, is an important element in the
strengthening of Afro-Asian solidarity, in our hnsto:dc
common struggle for the political, ecoriomic and
social adva.ncement of the drsinherited peoples of the
world and in our merciless fig;ht against imperialism,
colonialism and neo-colonialisrn throughout the world.

United Nations the means to act freely run the risk of
being accused of weakness, or even of complicity.

$9. The choice is clear: either the United Nations
takes on its proper task and assumes all its respon
sibilities in this question, or we continue to follow
the same futile course of protesting and doing nothing.
In the latter case, it would be very difficult for all
those who proclaim their strict adherence to certain
ideals not to refuse to allow themselves to be Qrawn
into activities which go against their principles. It
is to be feared that if we do not face the consequences
of this state of affairs, which is harmful to the pres
tige of the United Nations, we shall be confronted with
a problem which, as it grows, will threaten the peace
of the world and the security of Africa.

70. This security is directly threatened today by the
development of events in Southern Rhodesia. We have
said that in this new South Africa the administering
Power has full responsibility. The behaviour of the
Salisbury racists can in no way diminish or call

.-:"futo question the role which must be played by the
United Kingdom in the restoration of the inalienable
rights of the Southern Rhodesian people to universal
suffrage, self-determination and independence. Merely
to condemn a regime whose fundamental law is allied
to violence and oppression would be to invite grievous
disappointment. It is the United Kingdom's duty to
mobilize the necessary means available to it to assume
all its obligations.

71. It would, howeveF, be a mistl3Y-a to think that the
de'ay granted by the people of Zimbabwe and all the
States members of the Organization of African Unity
to enable a just solution of the Rhodesian problem
to be reached is a sign of impotence or lack of in
terest. Our willingness to seek a solution that would
put an end to an intolerable situation by peaceful
means shnuld not blind anyone to the fact that this
waiting period cannot in itself alleviate the situation
and that an oppressed people cannot wait indefinitely
for justice to be done. We are therefore convinced
that if the rights of the African people of Rhodesia
are not restored, Africa as a whole will oppose, by
every means, a racist regime of foreign domination.

72. From this sdndpoint, Algeria will spare no
political, material or even military effort t~o further
the achievement of African liberat!on in Southern
Rhodesia. Within the framework of the Organization
of African Unity, fhe Algerian ;people and Government
will mobilize all available means for the active sup
port of their African brethren of Zimbabwe.

73. Decolonization has still much to achieve. Several
countries are still under foreign domination and are
fighting for their freedom and sovereignty. The situa
tion rf"nains the same iD Mozambique, Angola and
so-called Portuguese Guinea. The Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples [resolution 1514 (XV)] is an expresSion of
their aspirations and yet, violating with unparalleled
insolence and persistence the Charter of the United
Nations and the principles governing our Organization,
Portugal, with the support of certain Powers and the
help of the RepUblic of South Africa and Southern
Rhodesia, is forcibly repressing peoples who are
yearning for freedom and ind~pendence and is trying

,
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90. In performing their duties, the leaders of the
United Nations will encounter numerous obstacle.s,
just as their predecessors also had to face great
difficulties. Events are showing every day more clearly
the reason for these difficulties and obstacles.

"

91. In the last few years the foreign, policy of suc
cessiveUnited States Governments has shown itself,
with increasing clarity, to be contrary to the rprinci-

We therefore consider that a closer, more extensive
and better organized co-operation would help to es
tablish a more favourable international atmospher~,

for the settlement of certain problems. This co
operation in common action has fortunately extended
to the Latin American continent, which shares the
most serious of our present problems: the parallel
increase in the wealth of some and the poverty of
others,

78. Halfway through the United Nations Development
Decade, the results achieved are disappointing and
it will be impossible to attain the objective we have
set if the present conditions in trade and assistance
to the developing countries continue to pre~;ail. This
stage of development is in fact characterized, first
of all by a reduction in the developing countries'
share 'of world expo.:.ts; secondly, by a slowing down
in the transfer of capital, the level of which is still
far below that advocated by the United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development; and las.tly, by an
accentuation of tJ1~ downward trend of primary com-
modity prices. .

79. The gap separating the prosperous from the poor
countries, whose peoples represent, two thirds of man
kind cannot continue t~ widen without being liable at
any 'moment to threaten the maintenance of peace in
the world.

80. Considering that this year is the year in which
the machinery of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development is being established, it should
be possible at the second Conference, in 1967, to
draw up the first positive balance-sheet of the efforts
undertaken by the international community as a whole
in order to justify and encourage future action. For
the developing countries, the firstConferencs was
an expression of their firm hope that a more equitable
basis for economic relations between them and tlleir
industrialized partners would be sought and estab
lished, It was also an opportunity for the countries
of Asia, Africa and Latin America to become more
precisely aware of the similarity of their respective
situations and of the need for their solidarity.

81. The result3 achieved during this first half of the
United Nations Development Decade are, unfortunately,
not consonant with the hopes engendered by the first
Conference. Thus, despite the modest nature of the
objectives set for it, the expected rate of growth has
not so far been achieved.

82. It is true that it is within themselves that the
countries concerned must find-and they are striving
to do so-the necessary substance for the economic
and social advancement of their peoples; but their
sacrifices must be made within the framework of
collective responsibility for seeking a halance, or
more precisely a more just distribution, of wealth
in the world.

83. In a 'World where peaceful coexistence has not
put an end to the struggle between the opposing camps,
where ideological oppositions are put forward as a
pretext for neo-colonialist infiltration and intervention
in internal affairs, the concept of non-alignment is
more valid than ever. Algeria clings faithfully to this
in\Ti.olable basis of its foreign poiicy,;since it is the
only way in which a small country can both consoli-
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date its independence and further the cause' of co
operation and peace in the world.

84. These objectives are closely linked.. My Govern-'
rnent is therefore of the view that it is essential to
organize the co-operation of all Governments ~nd

all forces working to eliminate sources of conflIct,
to extend the international d6tente and to further the
cause of peace.

85. To strive for the total elimination of colonialism
and policies of force and interference, to work to
wards denuclearization, general and complete dis
armament and peaceful and active coexistence between
states with different i:lolitical and social systems, that
is the task we must accomplish so that the community
of nations can give-practical expression to the con
cepts of independence, justice and peace. It would be
a mistake to ignore the seriousness of the dangers
which constantly threaten such a path. It is necessary,
however to find in those realities the essential re-, . .

sources for intensifying the only action that can lead
our world to transcend its state of perpetual crisis. ,

86. Mr. ROA GARC:y\ (Cuba) (translated from Span
ish): The delegation of the Revolutionary Government
of Cuba speaks once again with an independent, anti
imperialist and socialist voice in the General As
sembly of the United Nations.

87. For seven years the most, powerful, rapacious
and aggressive empire of our ds.y has been trying to
stifle that voice and in doing so it has spared neither
means nor resources, however ignoble. It does not
lack accomplices and accessories to cover up .its
criminal activities. These people, betraying their
fellow-country-men, undertake to play whatever anti
Cuban tune the State Department, the Pent~gon or
the Central Intelligence Agency of the United States
may call for in any given circumstances.

88. Cuba continues to be there and it is here too.
Without stepping back an inch from the socialist
path of development which it freely chose, without
ever failing tht- :L3volutionary cause of the peoples,
and without renouncing a single one of the principles
which inspire its foreign policy, Cuba is still there
seven years after the revolutionary dawnwhich trans
formed its life and. destiny, and it is here too.

89. On behalf of Cuba, I welcome the electi?n of
Mr. Amintore Fanfani, Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Italy, as President of this General Assem~ly in
which. he can count on my delegation's support In the
performance of his duties. It is fitting also that we
should express our gratitude to Mr. Alex Quaison
Sackey, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Ghana, for
his efforts in the post which he so worthily held. We
also take this opportunity to extend our special greet
ings to U Thant, Secretary-General of the United
Nations.
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their wealth, prevent their independence or fetter
their sovereignty in order to increase their own
political power, their own economic privileges and
their own control of culture, science and technology.
They invade and cy'nically intervene in the Congo in
order to take possession of its natural resourcesj
they wage a vile war against the Viet-Namese people
in the southern part of their country which has been
arbitrarily dividedj they brutally attack the Demo
cratic Republic of Viet-Nam which exercises full
jurisdiction over the northern partj they supply arms
and money to prevent the emancipation of the sub
jugatedand oppressed peoples of Angola, Mozambique
and so-called Portuguese Guineaj they indiscrimi
nantly bomb Laos j th~y threaten the independence
of Cambodia, they impair the sovereignty of Cyprus;
they oppose the restoration of the lawful rights of the
People's Republic of China in the United Nationsj
they organize indirectly or directly, individual or
collective invasions of CUbaj'they refuse to evacuate
the military bases whf,ch have been imposed on small

,\ I;

countries; they contrive to supply nuclear weapons
to the West German revanchistsj they land their
marines in Santo Domingo to suppress the Dominican
people's right of self-determinationj they manipulate
the Organization of American States as if it were a
ministry of colonies; they SUPP01't the policies of
apartheid in South Africaj they engage in whatever
criminal activities they consider necessary to main
tain the semi-colonial system in LatinAmerica, Africa
and Asia; and they violate the independence of the
emancipated peoples of those continents by sometimes
subtle and at other times clumsy methods of neo
colonialism, the peculiar form taken by imperialism
in its final stages. In short, they are those who oppress
and attack the developing peoples.

99. The sworn enemies of peace today are the im
perialists. Appeals for peace, however timely and just,
are not enough. Peace is not a gift of the gods nor
is it a boon granted by the imperialists. As long as
imperialism exists the spectre of war will hang, like
a deadly lIlush:room cloud, over mankind. Imperialism
and war are two faces of the same coin. Since the
imperialists are the sworn enemies of peace and if
peace is truly desired by all, there is no alternative
to concerted action by the peoples and Governments
of the socialist countries, the non-aligned countries
and th~ peace-loving countries to sever the hands of
imperialism' wherever it is found perpetrating its
crimes. It' is true that the correlation of forces in
the world has altered to the disadvantage of the im
perialist~ and, if only as a reflection of that fact,
their deceitful manoouvres and pressures are being
resisted in the United Nations over which in the past
was inexorably subject to the dictates of their me
chanical majority. It is also true, however, that the
only language which the imperialists understand is
that of harsh facts.

100. The most eff&ctive way to create conditions
for the strengthening of peace in the present period
of transition is to remove imperialism's claws. We
have extremely eloquent examples of this. Every'
d6\feat inflicted on Yankee imperialism and its ac",:
COi.'nplices by the Viet-Namese people is an effective
step towards peace. The emancipation ')f everypeople
frOm the imperialist yoK.; is an effective step towards

" - .
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ple~ and aspirations which brought the United Nations
into existence. The conflict is vividly aJ.;d amply
demonstrated not only by words or simple inter
pretations of facts but by the evidence of the facts
themselves.

92. Examples which illustrate this are to be found
in the military intervention in Santo Domingo, in the
bombing of towns and villages of the Democratic
Republic of Viet-Nam and in statements 'by the United
States President and House of Representativest.:~s

serting the right of the United States to intervene
unilaterally in any country of Latin America.

93. No one can claim to have be.en deceived, for
there is no possible argument one could use to defend
United States foreign policy. Thf> imperialists them
sehes are proclaiming that policy, whiQh is in open
violation of the principles of the Charter and seriously
hte;mpers the United Nations in its efforts to preserve
international peace and security.

,,94. It is necessary to fix the res~onsibility fi~tm1yon
the shoulders of those who are to'plame, to gua't'antee
respect for the self":"determinatio~,,independende and
sovereignty of peopfes, to promote the dsvelopment
-without servitude or interference-of countries
emerging from ~~olonial backwardness, to eliminate
the inequality of tr.:\de relations between the developed
and the under-developed nations and to lay the foun
dation for peaceful (~oexistence among all States, large
and small whateve.r their social system; and in doing
so we must denoWice those who are resjlonsible for
preventing the United Nations from achieving those
objectives. .

95. The agenda submitted for consideration by the
Assembly contains many different items. It would be
impossible to comment, even briefly, on each one.
Moreover, they will be fully discussed in the various
Committees to which they have been referred. In the
general debate, what really matters is that each State
should declare its position in regard to the problems
which arise· indirectly and to the development and
prospects of the international situation, which is
fraught with pitfalls, tensions and conflicts~ We shall
state the position of Cuba, .using the same clear, firm
and specific language as on previous occasions.

96. The theme of peace and war dominates this As
sembly. The renewed appeals for peace whichwe have
heard and which g.ave culminated in the message of
Pope Paul VI are an unmistakable indication of the
gravity of the international situation.

,-\

97. But such appeals ar~ not new to this forum. The
echoes <'Of each year's appeals merge with those of
the next. The reason for this is that the only people

.who are interested in afflicting mankind once again
with the dreadful scourge of war are the arms dealers
and the beneficiaries ot what the Prime Minister of
CUba, Commander Fidel Castro, inhis historic speec~
in this Assembly [872nd meeting, para. 188], called
the "philosophy of despoilment".

98. Peace has 'been an aspiratiqn of people every
where ever sirice they became awa:re of their role as
cannon foddet in wars of conquest. Today the enemies
of peace are essentially the same as before: they
are those who exploit the people 's labour, plunder
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peace. The evacuation of every foreign military bl;lse
is an effective step towards peace. The most effective
step taken towards peace in the Western' hemisphere
was the lightning defeat inflicted on the mercenary
brigade of Yankee imperialism at Playa Gir6n. Every
time imperialism is forced to yield ground which it
usurped and

c
!ts positions of strength are wea}{ened,

a further step is taken along the road to peace. Im
perialism respects only those who can impose respect.
The fruit of such respect is peace with dignity. The
conquest of such a peace naturally involves serious
risks but it is, the only worth-while and lasting peace.

101. If international peace and security are today
gravely compromised, that is due to the United states
Governmi3nt's policy of armed intervention in tlre
domestic affairs of other countries. The centres (If
tension and the conflicts created by this policy are
only a prelUde to tensions and conflicts of greater
breadth antf="Scope. The escalating war waged by
Yankee imperialism against the .. heroic and self
sacrificing people of Viet-Nam is likely to culminate
in a conflict of world-wide 'dimensions.

102. That war reveals, on the one hand, the ag
gressive and blood-thirsty character of imperialism
and, on the other, the unshakable determination of
the Viet-Namese people to resist the aggressors
to the last drop of blood of their men, women and
children. Thousands of United states marines and
troops are today trampling the soil of South Viet-Nam
in a desperate effort by imperialism to bend the in
domitable will of the patriots. The invading army has
resorted to the criminal use of napalm and poison
gas and, imitating the Nazi hordes, it goes about
mUI'dering, torV.!ring, plundering, and raping with
barbarous enjoyment. Wave upon wave of bombers
attack the towns, villages' and countryside of the
Del'D;ocratic Republic of Viet-Nam. They respect
neither hospitals, schools, factories nor homes. But
pop,ular resistance in the South has strengthened a
hundredfold and three-quarters ofthe territory remain
in;\the hands of the patriots, the Democratic Republic
.of. Viet-Nam, with the invaluab~::>-co-operationof the
socialist countries and the solidarity ofall the peoples
of the world, is daily increasing its defensive power
and becoming a graveyard for American aircraft.

103. From this rostrum Cuba salutes the brave people
of Viet-Nam and assures them once again of its soli
darity and assistance.

104. The United states Government has violated
international law, the Charter of the United Nations
and the Geneva Agreements of 1954 which guaranteed
to Viet-Nam its independence, neutralitv and the
res~orati()nof its uDity of which it hadbee~ ~rtificially
deprived. Under those Agreements, as everyone knows,
there should have been a single state today in the
territory of Viet..Nam. Geographically, politically,
historically and culturally there is only one Viet
Nam, not two. The United states Governnient with its
military power has created this defactQ situation
which is contrary to treaty pro'\7isions, the ,rules of
the United Nations and the decisio'llofthe Viet-Namese
people. By bombing the Democratic Republic of Viet
Natn the United States Government is also endangering
world peace. ~.

105. All states which defend the right of self..-deter
mination of peoples and the principle, of national
sovereignty have a moral duty to condemn the ag
gressor of :the Viet-Namese nation and people ,and
also to demand the withdrawal of the armed forces
of the United states and its allies from South Viet·
Nam, a halt to bombing of the Democratic Republic
of Viet-Nam, and strict compliance with the 1954
Geneva. Agreements.

106. Cuba once again fulfils this dUty. In addition,
Cuba supports the four-point demands of the Demo
cratic Republic of Viet-Nam and ~e .decbl.ration of
6 April 1965 of the National Liberation Front of South
Viet-N~ltu.. The Revolutionary Government of Cuba
considers that these problems should be discussed
here in this Assembly and that the United Nations
can contribute to the restoration of peace and security
in South-East Asia if it throws all its weight behind
·the legitimate demands of the Democratic Republic
of Viet-Nam and the SouthViet-Nam Liberation Front.

107. But its action should not stop there. The United
Nations must, as a matter olf urgency, adopt measures
to prevent a state or group of states from intervening
in any form, whether on a world or regional basis,
in the domestic affairs of another state. The Cuban
delegation will give its warmest support to the decla
ration on this subject proposed by the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics [A/5977]. Its adoption by the
Assembly would clearly be arl efientive step towards
peace.

108. The main centres of tension and conflict in
Africa are in the Congo (Leopoldville), in the Portu-
guese colonies, in Southern Rhodesia, Basutoland,
Swaziland, South Africa, Aden and Oman. So long
as these tragic manifestations of colonialism, neo
colonialism and imperialism 'persist, peace and se- ;-.
curlty will continue to be threatened.

109. The Congo (Leopoldville), which has scarcely
been able to eavour the fruits of independence, is
today a country where intervention and exploitation
by a few European Powers covetous of its mineral
resources are taking place with the connivance of
Yankee imperialism, the largest shareholdsr in that
dirty business. The nature of the situation is in no
way altered' by Kasa-Vubu's dismissal of Tshombe.
That imperialist plot had been hatching for a long
time.

110. Thousands of Corlgolese have been murdered
by mercenaries and adventurers' "in the service of
imperialism, including Cuban count~revolutiona
rieq. The struggle for the reconquest of their home
land and the expulsi'Jn (i1: the invaders is becoming
daily more intense and the light of final victory is
already shining on the horizon. The memory ofPatrice
Lumumba is the standard borne by the vanguard of
the Congolese patriots. The Cuban delegation pays a ,
tribute to those patriots and reaffirms the support of
~e Government and ,peopl~ of Cuba for their cause.

111., The policy of a.partheid imposed by a minority
of white settlers in South Afric'a is one of the most
alx>rilinable manifestations of colonialism. It MfJ been
denounced and strongly conden(lned by the 'United
Nations on a num'lJer of ocoasions t but the South
African racists have so far scoffed at the United



so that this heroic Caribbean people may realize that
they are support(~d by the other peoples of the world
and are not alone in their struggle for the independence
that has been ~chieved in recent years by so many
other countries such as the Gambia, Singapore and
the Maldive Islands, which we welcome today.

118. In Latin America, imperialist policy is de
termined by the triumph of the Cuban revolution and
its significance for the peoples of this hemisphere.
The victory of the Cuban revolution, its subsequent
consolidation and the development ofthe revolutionary
movement on this continent have shownwith increasing
clarity that political, economic and pseudo-legal
measures will no longer suffice to ensure the attain
ment of the imperialists' objectives.

119. In the past~ the United States Government hid
behind the mantle of the Organization of American
States and behind the pseUdo-legal, political and eco
nomic measures it used to wield its influence and
power over the oppressed peoples of the Americas.
For the past twenty years, those measures have suf
fioed to guarantee the hegemony of its policies on this
continent. The Organization of American States, which
lost its reg~onal character when it excluded Cuba, has
now entered its final crisis, and already the whole
world knows it to be nothing more than a Yankee
dependency.

120. The imperialists tried to oppose the expansion
of the democratic and revoluti0nary forces through
the so-called "Alliance for Progress". From the very
f..rst, the Revolutionary Government of Cubapredicted
that it would be a resounding failure. Today that
failure is admitted by the imperialists themselves.
The only people deceived by it were its sponsors and
afew puppet Governments.

121. On the other hand t the Government of the United
States pursued a policy ofthreats, military aggression
and economic blockade against our country. That policy
has been a consistent failure. Today the Cuban revo
lution is stronger than ever. Its politicai, economic
and cultural victories and above all the strength of
its example are making themselves increasingly felt
on this continent.

122. The most obvious proofof its increasing strength
is the fact that the imperialists have been obliged to
resort to direct armed intervention in the internal
affairs of Latin American states in an attempt to
impose their policy.

123. The case of Santo Domingo is an obvious exam
ple. For many weeks, the Dominican situation occupied
the attention of the Security Council and world public
opinion. At the present time, United States armed
forces are still stationed in that country.

124. As in previous decades, the United States was
obliged to send in its marines in order to ensure that
its views prevailed. For thirty years it hadproclaimed
that history would not repeat itself and yet history is
repeating itself today. The Dominican people noW
know that such intervention can bd ended only by the
liquidation of imperialism.

125. The last word will be spoken, and is being spoken
now, by the Dominican people. They have emerged
from their experience with a clear knowledge of their
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Nations Charter and the disapproval of world public
opinion. The delegation of Cuba, a country in which
the socialist revolution has eliminated all traces of
racial discrimination, extends a brotherly hand to the
black men. ar.id women who are suffering and fighting
for their rights in South Africa.

112. The Cuban delegation supports the people of
Southern Rhodesia in their oppositiun to any transfer
of sovereignty or usurpation of power and it shares
the African States' rejoction of any unilateral decla
ration of independence by the white minority which
is oppressing and exploiting the country's black
majority.

113. Lastly, the Cuban delegation advocates the
immediate granting of independence to the colonial
countries and peoples of Africa, Asia and Oceania
and supports the Arab States' position with regard to
the sad case of Palestine.

114. It is necessary to emphasize that the agenda
items relating to alleged violations of human rights
in Tibet and the imperialist reunification of Korea
and typical manifestations of the cold war, as morally
unsound as they are senseless.

115. Some delegations deplore the close attention
which is paid in General Assembly debates to the
vestiges and methods of colonialism in Latin America.
What is most significant, however, is that those dele
gations forget that in addition to European colonies
there are colonial dependencies of the United states
in the Western Hemisp~lere; they also try to ignore
the new forms of neo-colonialism which Yankee im
perialism has established on this continent.

116. There is the specific case of Puerto Rico, which
possesses all the qualities of a mature nation and
whose people have on many occasions expressed
their unshakable determination to be masters of their
own fate, and which nevertheless remains a United
States colony. Puerto Rico did not wish to remain a
Spanish colony and it does not wish to remain a United
States colony with the euphemistic title of "Common
wealth". Tbe voice of the United States and the voice
of its remote control Government is not the real
voice of Puerto Rico, but since that country is not
directly represented in the United Nations, Cuba, its
sister in history and in aspirations, will speak for it.
It should not be forgotten that, when he organized the
Cuban we,r of independence in 1895, Jos6 Marti in
sisted that his aim was to free not only our country
but also its sister island. We are united by history
and it is therefore the Cuban delegation's duty to
speak in this Assembly on behalf of the Puerto Rican
people.

117. We demand that the Assembly recognize the
Puerto Rican people's right to set up a free, inde
pendent and sovereign State. The Cuban delegation,
interpreting that people's legitimate aspirations and
echoing the demands of the independence organiza
tions of that dauntless island, requests the Special
Committee on decolonization to include the case of
Puerto Rico in its agenda, in conformity with the
Declaration approved by the Second Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non-Align.ed Coun
tries, held at Cairo in October 1964. We appeal to
the members of that Committee for their support,
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rights and their strength. In their duel with the im
perial Power which has profaned their soH and ig
nored their will, covering Uself once again with mire
and blood, the Dominican people will not be alone or
defenceless. They have been supported andwill con
tinue to be supported by all the peoples of the world.

126. The revolutionary movement has been growing
in other countries of the continent. Guerrilla warfare
is developing in Venezuela, Guatemala, Colombia a..1'\d
Peru. Brazil is being shaken by a tremendous eco
nomic crisis which is making social inequalities more
acute. The conditions for the revolutionary explosion
are being created in that South American country.

127. Confronted by these facts, United States policy,
caught at the crossroads, had no alternative but to
contradict some of its own statements.

128. The House of Representatives of the United
states has just proclaimed the alleged right of that
country to intervene in any country of the continent
when there is a danger of a socialist revolution. A
number of Latin American parliaments have protested
against that declaration, which demonstrates the
clumsiness and cynicism of man.V" United States
leaders. I

129. Those leaders have placed certain Latin Ameri
can Governments in a difficult position. The Prime
Minister of the Revolutionary Government of Cuba
made some ve.ry pertinent comments in that connexion,
when he said:

"When the representatives of the mon.opolies ad
ministered a slap in the face to all the "Republics
of the Americas by issuing the declaration of non
independence, some people, or rather many people,
blushed with shame; many, were scandalized when
the United States declared it had the right to inter
vene unilaterally.

"It is fitting 'to remind them of the anti-Cuban
agreements to which they were parties. It is fitting
to remind them of their complicity in the crimes
aga bst our country committed by imperialism.
At that time we were the only one to arise, deter
mined to die; we said that we were defending not
only Cuba's rights, but the independence of the
other peoples of Latin Am.erica.

"Those who sow the wind reap the whirlwind, and
those who sowed intervention against Cuba, col
lective~':2vering 'ot il"elations with Cuba, and the
blockade of Cuba are reaping the whirlwinds of
interventionism and threats against themselves.
Yet they are surprised and panic-stricken; the Par
liaments meet and the bourgeois parties scream to
high heaven. Now they are reaping the fruits of
complicity with the imperialists; now they realize
the true nature of imperialism.

"Thus with every passing day the peoples will
see more clearly who is right, who in those historic
years defended true independence, true freedom,
true sovereignty with their blood against imperialism
and all its accomplices. They are learning this from
the imperialists tilemselves."

These words of our Prime Minister are instruotive
for those who sowed the whirlwind, who sowed inter
ventionism alld encouraged imperialism.

130. In these circumstr..aces, created by this uni
lateral, provocative and def:'picable decision of the
United States Government, the only free territory in
the Americas is Cuba. Cuba is the only country wher~

Yankee imperialism will be unable to use an alleged
danger of communist revolution as a pretext for in
vasion or enslavement. In Cuba the revolutionary
power is already G'efinitively and irreversibly estab
lished.

131. The words spoken by Commander Ernesto
Guevara at the United Nations in his memorable
statement to the nineteenth session of the General
Assembly now have more force than ever:

"Cuba, a free and sovereign country with no chains
binding it to anyone, with no foreignc-investments
in its territory, with no pro-consuls to 'direct' its
policy, can hold its head high in this Assembly
and prove its title to the name 'Free Territory of
America' with which it will be baptized." [1299th
meeting, para. 137.J

132. No delegation which respects itselfor the people
it represents can fail to recognize that all these facts
confirm the thesis of the Revolutionary Government
of Cuba and prove incontestably that the United States
Government is violating international law. \

133. What can the United Nations do? Theonlyway in
which the Organization can play a role in the modern
world is by courageously opposing this United States
policy.

134. The situation would be quite different if it were
to accept a subservient position or watch impassively
while the prj,nciples which gav~ it life were trampled
underfoot.' Cuba will not remain impassive when, con
fronted by the violators of internatio,nallaw, and we
know that many countries will do the same. The hope
all peoples place in the United Nations is based on
the authority which should be exercised by those
countries whicn defend the principle of self-deter
mination of states. The un,ity and authority achieved
by the independent nations and by the Governments
which defend that principle will be the most effecthle, _.

guarantee that the United Nations will be able to fulfil
its role. That is the only policy which can triumph
and force t~e imperialists to refrain from criminal
aggression.

135. The most obvious proof that the Achilles' heel
of impeJ;'ialism is the irrevocable decision of the
peoples of the world to stand up to its threats and
aggression is provided by the 7 million Cubans who
today are building a new society ninety miles away
from an implacable enemy.

136. This has already been proved to the imperialists
in Cuba, but it is also being proved to them again in
Viet-Nam, in the Congo, in Mozambique, in Angola,
in so-called Portuguese Guinea, in Aden and inO~an,
just as it was proved to thein in Alg€lria and will no
doubt be proved to them wherever the people resist
their domination in Latin America, Africa and Asia.
The struggle for national liberation, which has al
ready made a promising beginning in Latin America,
is the niad of modern times ill the making. Some
day, if the Declaration on the GranUng ofIndependence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples has not pr,eviously
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been fully implemented, the United Nations will be
obliged to pay a tribute to those who with -courage,
self-sacrifice and integrity are revindicating the
partly dead letter of its purposes and principles.

137. What action will the peoples of the world take
when confronted with imperialist aggression? The
action they are already taking: guerrilla action, agi
tation by workers, peasants and students, expansion
of the popular movement, protest demonstrations,
strikes, slowdowns and revolutions.

138. Nobody is deceived, nobody is under any illu
sion: Asia, Africa and Latin America are at boiling
point and Yankee imperialism is powerless to stay
their inevitable liberation.

139. Imperialist strategy in Latin America, Africa
and Asia calls for the closest solidarity and unity
of action among the peoples of the three continents
in their struggle for national liberation, both within
and .outside the United Nations. A major step forward
in the co-ordination of the methods, forms and ob
jectives of that struggle will undoubtedly be taken at
the First Solidarity Confe:rence of the Peoples of
Asia, Mrica and Latin America, which will open at
Havana, the capital of Cuba, on 3 January 1966. The'
Tricontinental Conference will also be the point of

.departure for wider, deeper and more dynamic joint
action against colonialism, neo-co1onialism and im
perialism, which will hasten their elld. The intensi
fication of the revolutionary struggle on those three
continents, with the support of all progressive fo:rces,
will undoubtedly constitute a decisive step in the
history of the oppressed peoples of the world.

14..0. The problem of European security continues to
depend on the signing of a peace treaty with Germany
and the recognition of the objective existence of two
independent German states-the Democratic Republic
of Germany and the Federal Republic of Germany
which have different social systems and completely
opposite political objectiv-es! one being socialist and
peace-loving, whereas the other is capitalist, the
heir of nazi aggressiveDJ~ss, and a direct ally of
Yankee imperialism. The :revanchiste policy of the
Federal Republic of Germany and its declared desire
to participate in the NATO lnultilateral nuclear force
endanger not only European security, but also world
peace.

141. The Cuban delegation proposes that the Demo
cratic Republic of Gerl'i18.ny be admitted to the United
Nations, of which it has a full right to be a Member
State.

142. The problem of g;eneral and complete dis
armament is still stalled and the Eighteen-Nation
Disarmament Commission continues to drift. As a
signatory of the Declaration approved at the Second
Conference of Heads of state or Government ef Non
Aligned Countries, held at Cairo in October 1964,
Cuba supports the calling of a world disarmament
conference which would include all countries 'and
peoples and particularly the People's Republic of
China. Unless that country participates in the dis
cussion of problems relating to international peace
and security, all'.efforts in this direotion will be
unrealistic. Furthermore, we feel that the immediate
restoration of the lawful rights of the People's Re-

public of China in the United Nations and the conse
quent expulsion of tha ventriloquist Us dummies of
Yankee imperialism who illegally occupy its seats
can no longer be delayed.

143. Cuba supports general and complete disarma
ment, the banni.ng of all atomic' tests, the total de
struction of all nuclear and thermonuclear weapons,
the establisltment of denuclearized areas in Central
Europe and Africa, and all measures which may help
to reduce international tension, including respect for
the territorial integrity of nations, the halting of
impe;t'ialist aggression and the abandonment of all
military bases on foreign soil.

144. On the other hand, Cuba has not participated,
and' cannot participate, in the plans for the denu
clearization of Latin America. We consider it a lauda
ble enterprise, but an incomp1ete'one. The only nucles,r
Power in the hemisphere is.... the United states. Con
sequently, when this idea was put forward at the
seventeenth session of the General Assembly, the
Cuban delegation proposed that the draft resolution
should include the United Sta.tes and its military bases
in Panama and Puerto Rico, and also the withdrawal
of the naval base at Guanta.namo in our territory. The
only fail' and effectlve way in wh~ch the d~nucleariza

tion of Latin America can be achieved without leaving
its peoples at the. mercy of their traditional aggressor
is by simultaneously denuclearizing the only nuclear
Power in this part of the world.

145. As long as the United States Government retains
the privilege of keeping and using its nuclear and
thermonuclear weapons, Cuba reserves the right to
insist on prior conditions which will guarantee its
security, and to acquire the type of weapons needed
for its defence.

146. If there was m01:e than sufficient motive and
reason to assume that attitude before the armed in
vasion c"J the Dominican Republic, how could we fail
to reaffirm it after that predatQry act by the United
States Government and the recent interventionist
declaration by the United states House ofRepresenta
tives?

147. The items on economic development, inter
national trade and technical assistance constitute one
of the heaviest sections of the agenda. One of the
gravest problems caused by colonialism is the back
wardness and distortion of the economies of the
developing countries. The gap betweenthose countries
and the developed countries has continued to widen.
One of the central objectives of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development, held at Geneva
in 1964, u,ras the adoption of agreements and measures
aimed at progressively closing that gap. It must be
recognized that the hopes placed in that Conference
have almost vanished. Thus far, the initiatives taken
and the resolutions adopted have not gone beyond the
nebulous sphere of good intentions. The meeting of
the Trade and Development Board held recently at
Geneva was a complete fiasco.

148. There is, howeTler, something even more dis
quieting. The trade relations between the developing
countries and the developed capitalist countries are
becoming progressively m.ore unfavourable to the
former. But the developing countries have now realized
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156. Inasmuch as under Mr. Fanfani's guidance this
Assembty has been functioni~lg smoothly, my dele
gation does not lose sight of the skilful role played
by Mr. Quaison-Sackey, the Presidentofthe Assembly
at its nineteenth session, who applied himself most
earnestly to devising a plan that made it possible for
the Assembly to survive one of its most difficult
periods.

157. In this instance, we are very mindful of the
dedication of our Secretary-General to the well-being
of this Organization in his continuous quest for peace,
whether by his personal initiative or by applying the
various mandates of the United Nations. His devotion
has indeed become exemplary all over the world.

158. My delegation is gratified by the calm atmos
phere prevailing durin6' this session and takes this
opportunity to extend its congratulations to the three
new States, namely the Gambia, the Maldive Islands
and Singapore, which were recently admitted as
Members of our Organization, thus extending its
universal character.

159. Those who have ~poken before me in the genral
debate have already60vered each and every issue
on our agenda. If, however, I speak at this late hour,
it is to present briefly those issues whiOh my Gov
ernment deems to be of paramount importance.

160. Unfortunately, in spite of the fact that this
Organization is twenty years old, we find ourselves
still confronted by various issues, some of which
are almost as old as the United Nations itself. On
the other hand, new issues Seem ~o be cropping up.
However, we are thankful that the solution of most of
them has been sought in the United Nations through.
peaceful means. We do hope that, sooner or later, no
single problem that may arise will, unless the two
contending parties so desire, be settled other than
on the principles of the United Nations Charter. In
other words, peace should always be coupled with
justice.

161. As a small}?ower, SaudiArabiadoesnotpretend
to expertise on. how nuclear and conventional dis
armament should be achieved. None the less, we have
a few ideas that may be worth considering by the
major Powers. To begin with, we submit that there
should be a greater measure of goodwill based on
the principle of give and take, instead of adherence
to rigid positions. Secondly, we b\3lieve that no world
conference on disarmament should be held before an
opportunity is given to the big nuclear Powers to meet
formally or informally in order to excha.'1ge views
and decide amongst themselves on possible areas of
agreement. All this would serve as a prelude to hold
ing a wor!d corlerence, lest without preparation such
a conference become only a platform for propaganda
which could lead to the revival of the cold war.

162. The question of Cyprus has been of concern to
my Government for ne reason other than the friendly
ties we have with all the contending parties. At the
same time, we cannot lose sight ofthe fact ,that Cyprus
lies in close proximity to the Arab East. We shOuld
like to see this country maintain its full independence
on the basis agreed upon by the two communities.
",.re are against either a merger of Cyprus with any
other State or its partition between the two communi-
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that the real keys to their political freedom and the
improvement of their living conditions are to be found
in the effective exercise of their sovereignty over
their natural resources, on the independent develop
ment of their economies, and on unconditional inter
national co-operation and free trade, carried on with
mutual benefit and without discrimination. The close
connexion between this and the struggle to eliminate
the vestiges and ties of colonialism is obvious.
149. This, in broa.d outline, is Cuba's position with
regard to the problems affecting the present and the
future of the world.
150. The building of a socialist society in our country
is proceeding rapidly. With the New Year, Cuba will
celebrate another year of complete and final triumph
over the interests, privileges and forces that sub
jugated its po~itical will, deformed its national per
sonality and stifled its economic development. The
enemies of the self-determination, independence,
sovereignty and progress of the' Cuban people have
not abaondoned their vain aim of restoring the old
society, based on the exploitation of one human being
by another.
151. Imperialism persists in its attempts to defeat
the Cuban revolution. The subversion planned in
imperialist territory continues, as do harassments,
conspiracy, provocation and the economic blockade,
which the Cuban people have overcome through their
own' strength and the fraternal aid of the socialist
countries. The impe:rialists, in their arrogant pre
tension, continue to vivlate our air space and terri
torial waters as they please, and maintain a military
base against the will of our people.

;

152. All these facts have been repeatedly denounced
by the Cuban Government a;.nd we shall not abandon
our demand that the sovereign rights of our. people
be respected. In the face of this imperialist 'policy,
Cuba maintains diplomatic and friendly relations with
all Governments which respect the principle of self
determination of peoples and stands by its irrever
sible decision to retain its independence and build a
socialist and communist society.

153. Cuba will attack rio one; but let it be known also
that if it is attacked, directly or indirectly, indivi
dually or collectively, it will know how to defend its
integrity with all the heroism and dignity of which it
is capable. Our motto, both there and here, is still
the one which echoed through this hall ior the first
time during the memorable debate on the imperialist·
invasion which was abandoned in such cowardly fash
ion at Playa Gir6n: Fatherland or Death! We Shal
Conquer:

154. Mr. SAKKAF (Saudi Arabia): In the na .e oJ
God the Merciful, the Compassionate:

155. The appointment of Mr. Fanfani to the high
office of the Presidency of the General Assembly at
its twentieth session has heartened all of us; firsr...
because he hails from a great country, Italy, which
has contributed immensely to modern civilization,
quite apart from the glory achieverl by ancient Rome;
and secondly, and not les~ important, because of the
role that he himself has played not only in his service
to his country but also in his noble endeavours for
world peace.
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that matter, cannot be muzzled for long when they
become ev.er more conscious of their right to de
termine their future.

170. In the present circumstances, my Government
ventures to make a few suggestions in our endeavour
to seek a way out of this impasse. First, let all Indian
and Pakistani troops be withdrawn from Kashmir.
Secondly, whilst Kashmir is being policed by the
United Nations, the Security Council resolutions
should be respected as agreed upon by both parties
over fifteen years ago. Thirdly. during a transitional
period, the territorial integrity of Kashmir should
be guaranteed by both India and Pakistan.

171. After this period, it is hoped that emotions will
have cooled down and the people of Kashmir will then
have the choice of merging with either India or Pakis
tan. In essence, what we are suggesting is prompted
by our earnest desire to see lastingpeace with justice
prevail between these two sister States without whose
co-operation there can be no stability in Asia.

172. The next issue pre-occupying my Government
stems from the vestiges of colonialism in the Arabian
Peninsula. The Constitution of Aden has been sus
pended on the grounds that the patriots have mani
fested the d~sire of attaining full independence before
the target date set by the United Kingdom. The year
1968 is indeed not too far off. However, the patriots
in Aden and the South Arabia region are sincerely
afraid that some strings will be tied to the terms of
independence. To be more explicit, the patriots con
tend that by a sort of an. imposed treaty of alliance
the British will wish to maintain a naval base and
a military foothold in that part of the peninsula. This
is really the core of the whole question.

173. My Government submits that independence should
not be contingent upon military arrangements made
prior to achieving independence, and we hope that
the British will do all within their power to dispel
the fears of the patriots so as not to jeopardize their
vital econom.ic interest in the Arab East.

174. Aden and South Arabia do not constitute the only
region where instability is rife on account of some
antiquated policies in the Arabian Peninsula. The
question of Oman remains a sore point which, un
fortunately, is straining the good relations we would
like to have with the British. Here again, we are faced
with the suppression of the Omani people to exercise
their right to determine whether they should be in
dependent or form a part of an old British Protec
torate. We do not believe that the British, hailing
from an island several thousand miles away from the
Arabian Peninsula, should arrogate to themselves to
be the arbiters or the jUdges as to whether Oman
should be ruled by a protege of theirs in our part of
the world.

175. The British claim that they have taken their
stand by virtue of a treaty signed many decades ago,
which upon scrutiny, we find was conclUded to serve
their own interests. But conditj.ons have changed
since the time of the East India Company and, wise
as we deem the British to be in safeguarding their
interests, we hope that they will prevail on their
protege to. refrain from violating the right of th~

Omanis to self-determination.

''''.'.
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ties, as we wish to see them both living as one nation
under the same flag.

163. It is indeed most disappointing still to find in
this world a minority in colonial territories which
thinks that it can impose its will on a majority which
outnumbers it tenfold or more such as in the case of
Southern Rhodesia and the Portugu,ese colonies. By
the same token, it is deplorable to find in the self
same continent of Africa a Government still justifying
its apartheid policies as if the white man had been
given a title deed from God Almighty to rule over
those he considers nis inferiors.

164. Repugnant as racial discrimination is, we un
fortunately still find certain States Members of this
Organization, if not supporting it, at least not taking
effective steps to eliminate it. We sincerely hope
that the white man in Africa, who still rules in certain
enclaves, will come to his senses and. accept the
irrefutable fact that, in spite of all colours, we are
brot-!lers under the skin belonging to the same human
family.

165. One of the major issues confronting the United
Nations today, because of the break-out of hositilities
in the Asian sub-continent, is the question ofKashmir.
This is not a new issue since it goes back to 1947,
the year which saw the emergence of two great Asian
States, none other than India and Pakistan. With both
these countries, Saudi Arabia has had the best of
cordial and brotherly relations. Hence, it is painful
for us to. witness actual war between these two States.

166. In giVing our views on this issue we should like
to be most objective. Even before the founding of the
United Nations, self-determination was proclaimed
as a principle at the Versailles Peace Conference in
the wake of the First World War when many sub
jugated peoples clamoured. for liberation and inde·..
pendence. The same principle has been enshrined in
the Charter of our Organization, and later on was
elaborated and accepted as a fundamental human right
by the whole world community. "

167. When Kashmir became a bone of contention
between India and Pakistan and fighting broke out
between those two States, the dispute was brought
before the Security Council which, after many meet
ings, passed resolutions reaffirm.ing the right of the
Kashmir people to self-determination. Both India and
Pakistan agreed to the terms of these Council reso
lutions. The Maharajah of Kashmir, however, acceded
his state to India without ascertaining the wishes of
the people of Kashmir. We submit that events have
shown that it is dangerous for any state to take action
on its own without the consent of the other party to
the dispute. It is no wonder that war broke out.

168. On the other hand, it. appears to us that the
Security Council is to blame for not follOWing up its
resolutions on Kashmir. Instead, it resorted to evasive
action without due regard to the just course it should
have pursued.

169. Either the people of Kashmir have the right to
speak for themselves through a United Nations plebi
scite, or they are kept muzzled by the unwillingness
of the Council .to deal effectively with this issue.
But the people of Kashmilr, or any other people for
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176. There happen to be other differences and dis
putes between us and the British Government in the
peninsula. ·But again, we hope that these differences
and dispu.tes may be resolved amicably and within
the shortest period of time, lest we be compelled to
take drastic action for protection of our rights.
177. We may well wonder whether the Palestine
question should, so ..to speak, remain a perennial
issue on the books of the United Nations, since the
wanton and unjust resolutions of partitioning the Holy
Land were passed. These resolutions ultimately led
to the expulsion of 80 per cent of the population ~f

Palestine from their own country. If Members of
the United Nations which contributed to this tragedy
have not become callous, let them today search their
conscience to find out whether they should not concert
their efforts in order to redress the wrong they have
done unto the Palestinian people, a wrong which has
no parallel in the history of the United Nations.
178. What is the use of the big Powers paying lip
service to the high and lofty ideals of the Charter
when they often seem to consider the Palestine ques
tion as a hopeless chronic issue for which they apply
only weak palliatives instead of righting the wrong
done to a whole nation? We have, time and again, lis
tened to statements from this rostrum proclaiming
that any peace without justice would be no peace at
all, for sooner or later any oppressed people will
finally rise with all the bitterness and rancour de
veloped within their hearts in rebellion against those
who have contributed to their mis~ry.

179. Such is the problem of the Palestine refugees
cooped up in tents, many of them living within sight
of their homes across the artificial borders imposed
upon them by those primarily responsible for their
expulsion. Until that black spot is Wiped, as it should
be, from the annals of the United Nations, we submit
that, in the me~ntime, the United Nations should
appoint a custodian with high integrity over the assets
which the Palestinian refugees were compelled to
leave behind, so that the income therefrom may be
used towards improving the sad lot of the refugees
living in camps and also to aid those refugees who
have hitherto been denied any assistance.
180. In spite of the necessity for appointing such a
custodian, we should continue to bear in mind that
the United Nations must remain the sole responsible
body for maintaining the annual bUdget, and possibly
increasing the funds, to meet the growth in the refugee
population until such a time when these refugees are
repatriated. Although the item I have mentioned re
volves around the annual report of the Commissioner
General of UNRWA, let us not lose sight of the fact that
this is only one aspect of the whole Palestine problem.

18i. In conclusion, I may repeat that all we are
asking for regarding this problem is that the original
natives of Palestine, Whether they live inside or out
side the boundaries of the Holy Land, should be given
the opportunity once and for all to exercise their
right of Self-determination, a right which was denied
them throughout the period of the Mandate as well
as during the consideration of the Palestine problem
in the United Nations in" 1947. Let there be peace
with justice in Palestine.

17 -

182. Quite often, this Organizatio~ of ours is con
sidered mainly an international forum endeavouring
to solve intricate political questions. Despite the
fact that poli'~ical disputes and 'conflicts provide the
world Press with dramatic and-sensa:tion&.l news, the
media of information sometimes do not equate the
importance of social progress and economic develop
ment with momentous political events. Many seem to
forget that political conflicts and disputes are rooted
in the nature of economic and social development.
Saudi Arabia has greatly benefited from the United
Nations Technical Assistance Programme and the
Special Fund, as well as from the resolutions and
objectives of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development.
183. While I am on thjs subject of social progress
and economic development, it behoves me to disclose
to this Assembly some of the significant achievements
so far realized by my Government under the wise
guidance of His Majesty King Faisal•. My country is
enjoying a high rate of economic growth without re
sorting to deficit spending. In other words, we have
been able to maintain a well-balanced national bUdget,
which, by the grace of God, our natural resources
and the efforts of our' people, is' increasing from
year to year. We have neither a national nor an ex
ternal debt. OU1' social welfare services are being
extended in the fields of health and education, and
we are maintaining an open-door policy for all kinds
of development projects by encouraging foreign in
vestments for the exploitation of natural resources
other than oil. In the field of agriculture and irriga
tion we have been making long strides, especially in
studies that are being made on the use of desalinated
water.
184. The happiness and prosperity of the Saudi
Arabian people is the concern of His Majesty. But
we do realize that man does not live by bread alone.
Our deep faith in God has always sustained us and
made us content with our lot for many, many cen
turies before the natural resources of the land~telded
their bounty and paved the way for the happy state
in which we find ourselves today.

185. It is a great privilege that my Government is
the custodian of the two holiest cities of Islam, a
religion which, as is known, has about 600 million
adherents. Every year, my Government welcomes
several hundred thousand pilgrims who flock to Mecca
and Medina from the four corners of the earth, but
mostly from the two continents of Asia and Africa.
As an Islamic nation. and due to our special position
as custodian of the said two cities, we have indeed
been privileged and honoured to keep in touch with
the faithful followers of our religion.

18£. Before conclUding, may I be allowed to invoke
God, the Merciful and Compassionate. to bring peace
amongst us all. .

1ts 7. The. PRESIDENT (translated from French):
We have just heard the last speaker in the general
debate. A -:l1umber of representatives have asked to
exercise their right of reply. We shall hear them at
this afternoon's meeting.

The meeting rose at 1.30 p.m.
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