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between the great Powers and by the relative size
of their armaments.

5. For the young countries of Africa and Asia this
problem still depends on ideological confrontations
or on the still insatiable appetites of the imperialist
Powers. The sources of conflict and bloodshed are
now more often tc;> be found in the relationships be­
tween great and small Powers. It is owing to this
opposition of unequal forces and the fact that some
countries claim a continuing tutelary right based on
their own power, that shooting wars are started.

6~ In this situation, there is now a growing awareness
in the new nations which are striving to pursue ~

policy consistent only with the interests and aspira­
tion of their peoples, a policy directed strictly towards
the consolidation of national independence and to­
wards economic development, freedom" and peace.
These countries believe that no State should act as
an auxiliary to a great Power. They are convinced
that no State should become involved in pacts which
are contrary to the most obvious interests of its
inhabitants or allow military bases to be established
on its territory. .

7. These young countries, of which Algeria is one,
consider" that the policy of non-alignment elaborated
at Bandung, Belgrade and Cairo remains an effective
instrument for the reorientation of economic relations
towards progress, freedom and peace. Non-alignment,
which implies a policy of independence in the face
of appeals from the great Powers, must not be cori­
fused with a policy of dissimulation and constant
acrobatics." Non-alignment cannot be synonymous with
negative neutralism as expressed by manifesting a
wish to remain a mere international onlooker.

8. For us, non-alignment means a policy o~ un:re­
mitting defence of certain fundamental principles,
involving, in particular, a constant struggle against
any attempt by one country to subordinate another.
By keeping clear of bloc politics and by refusing to
become accomplices in imperialistic operations, those
who adhere to the concept of non-alignment will help
in attaining universal co-operation based on equality
without any political and ideological strings.

9. 1nl this sense, the policy of non-alignment, to
which we remain firmly attached, 1s an important
contribution to the establishment of genuine peaceful
coexistence and a fruitful and lasting peace. Peaceful
coexistence between countries having different po­
litical and social systems has become a necessity
of our time. It is a prime necessity for the estab­
lishrn;ent of .peace in the world.

10. The balance of terrQr created by at()micwea~ons

has made peacefUl coexistence amongthe great P()wers
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General debate (continued)

1. Mr. BOUTEFLlKA (Algeria) (translated" from
French): The Algerian delegation is taking part in the
general debate after most of the problems confronting
the world today" hav-e been dealt with at length by
preceding speakers. Their statements have alishown
clearly the abiding desire of peoples to live in peace,
to avert the present threats to mankind and to ensure
a better and more worthy future for the generations
still to come. Behind this urgent aspiration, however,
lies the anxiety of men who are troubled by uncer­
tainty regarding the future and distressed by the
present threats to their security.

2. Almost twenty years have elapsed since the pro­
clamation of the United Nations Charter. Yetthe world
is still subject to great disturbances, notwithstanding
the fact that, throughout this period, our Organization
has directed its 6fforts towards finding a solution to
the problem of maintaining international peace and
security.

3. These efforts have not, of course, been in vain.
They have made it possible to resolve crises which
might have led to a general confrontation. On many
occasions, they have helped to avert the spectre of
wars; they have assisted in the liberation of some
nation~ which, now they are independent, are making
their contribution to the common struggle for the
well-being of mankind. Nevertheless, much still re­
mains to be done; tension persists throughout most
of the world; nations are still waging a fierce struggle
to obtain their freedom; men are still suffering from
oppression and see their. most elementary rights
spurned and ignored; poverty, hunger, and dIsease
are still rampant in vast areas oftheworld; ignorance
is still the lot of the overwhelming majority of men;
and, in addition to all these misfortunes, there hangs
over us the threat of a nuclear war which would be
fatal to ma~nd.

4. Now, as in the past, the problem of world peace
is still governed, in practice,. by the state of relations
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17. The policy .of combating under-development re­
quires the mobilization of powerful resources and
considerable capital. However, these resources and
capital would amount to only a very small fralJtion
of what is now spent by the great Powers on the arma­
ments race. The implementation of a sincere policy
of peace and international "d~tente" would find the
greatest stimulus in a combination of these two com­
plementary measures: disarmament and efforts to
overcome under-development. The Algerian delega­
tion supports the suggestion that a proportion of the
present armament budgets should be allocated for
economic development. It is clear, nevertheless, that
disarmament is still essential if mankind is to be
freed from fear and insecurity.

18. Recent years have seen sO:qle slight progress in
this direction, l?ut much still remains to be done.
Talks are continuing, but no positive conclusions are
being reached. We believe, therefore, that it is es­
sential to broaden the scope of the presentnegotiations
by including in them all countries, for all have an
equal interest in the solution of the problem. For
this reason, we think that a world conference on dis­
armament might constitute a more realistic approach.

19. To free mankind from poverty and fear should
be the goal of our, Organization in ijts efforts directed
against under-development· and towards general dis­
armament. These objectives are consistent with the
strengthening of international co-operation and the
consolidation of world peace. Such action would be
incomplete, however, if it did not at the same time
aim at restoring man's dignity and freedom.

20. The practice of racial discrimination is contrary
to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
is an insult to human dignity. For racialism in all
its forms to disappear, there must be a profound
change in men's minds and at the same time prejudice
must be Wiped .out and all discriminatory legislation
revised. Mankind cannot forget the horrors brought
about in the recent past by the violence and brutality
of unbridled racialism; that bloody episode is an
indelible stain on human history. Unfortunately, it
cannot be said today that the indignation aroused in
the conscience of men has dealt a final blow to mani­
festations of that evil.

21. The policies of apartheid of the Republic ofSouth
Africa are a challenge to the whole of mankind. The
United Nations has already given its attention to this
problem. However, all the measures which it has
taken come· up against the obstacle created by the
unco-operative attitude of certain countries and the
obstinate refusal of the Pretoria' Government to put
an end to its policy of segregation. The repressive
measures against Africans are even being intensilried.
The Algerian delegation wishes to draw the attention
of all Member States to the gravity of this situation
and to the responsibilities which we all bear.

22. A virtually similar situation exists in Southern
Rhodesia, where a racist minority is planning to
proclaim the independence of the country in conditions
which would place the African inhabitants entirely
at its mercy. Africa has warned the racist Gov­
ernment at Salisbury against taking any action de­
signed to perpetuate the present situation. Any such
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JJ Conference held at Geneva from 23 March tp 15 June 1964.

a historical necessity. The same does not hold true
of relations between an' economically strong State
and a country which is not yet sufficiently developed
economically and militarily for its own defence. It
is an established fact that some Powers continue to
see their relations with other countries in terms
of economic domination and political pressure. The
events in Cyprus, South-East Asia and the Congo,
as well as the blockade of CUba, are recent illustra­
tions of this.

11. In a world where armed conflicts arise out of
the relations between great Powers and small coun­
tries, the concept of peaceful coe>dstence must take
on a wider and more universal meaning. If peace is
our common goal and our greatest desire, it cannot,
we think, result from the mere existence of peaceful
relations or any "d~tente" which may be noted be­
tween the two great Powers. In Africa, shooting wars
are being waged in Angola, Mozambique, so-called
Portuguese Guinea and the Congo, while in South
Africa there are clear signs of a latent war.

12. Peace is one and indivisible. Colonialism and
racial discrimination carry within them the seeds of
bloody conflicts. There can be no peaceful coexistence
and no peace as long as colonialism endures. True
peaceful coexistence and a general peace inevitably
reqUire the total elimination of colonialism, neo­
colonialism and imperialism.

13. However, the economic imbalance betweenStates
creates conditions favourable to the development of
neo-colonialism and a policy of intervention in the
int,;rnal affairs of other States. The presence side
by side of poverty and wealth constitutes one of the
greatest threats to peace in the world. The economic
development of the newly independent nations is suf­
fering from the after-effects of colonial exploitation.

14. The former colonies have more often than not
inherited an economic infrastructure which is inef­
ficient and ill-suited to their particular nee<:ls. For
the developed countries they are still a source of
cheap raw materials and also a market for manu­
factured goods. The newly independent countries are
part of an economic system which, in. its present·
form, makes rich nations richer and poor nations
still poorer. The widening gap between the two main­
tains and aggravates an imbalance which does not

,help in establishing the conditions for a justpeace.

15. Human relations must be built on the principle
of equality and on' an awareness of the solidarity of
men and nations. The fight against hunger, disease
and ignorance concerns the international community
as a whole and is a primary objective of the United
Nations.
16. The United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development!l recognized this danger; this is a first
positive step and should lead to the establishment of
an international ecorilomic policy which will favour
the development of. economically weak countries and
ensure a more equitable distribution of wealth. The
Algerian delegation hopes that the recommendations
of the Geneva Conference will be heeded and that the
international machinery provided for in the Final
Act will be set" up without delay.
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freedom, social justice, economic development and
peace.

31. The warm welcome given throughout Africa to
the proclamation of the Charter signed at Addis
Ababa and the attachment of all Africans to the Or­
ganization of African Unity must not conceal from
us the difficulties, both internal and external, which
that young organization is facing. African tmity is
as yet only an aspiration, but it is one which finds
a deep and sincere echo among all the peoples of our
continent. There is a growing consciousness of it
and it is already shOWing itself to 'be a vital need;
tomorrow it will be an inescapable reality. Despite
the scepticism of some and the hostility of others,
our faith in the future of a united, free and pros­
perous Africa remains unshaken.

32. My delegation is proud that the Presidency of
the General Assembly for this session has been en­
trusted to an African. It takes this opportunity, Mr.
President, to extend to you its warmest congratula­
tions. 'Your election is a fitting tribute to your per­
sonal qualities, to the persistence you have always
shown in your work in this great Organization, and
to your experience in international affairs. In en­
trusting to you the Presidency of the Assembly, the
representatives of the States Members of the United
Nations have paid a well-deserved tribute to Ghana,
a country for which we have particularly fraternal
feelings. Through you, Africa as a whole is honoured
by this token of confidence and esteem.

33. The Algerian delegation also congratulates the
States of Malawi, Zambia and Malta, which have
just taken their places among us. Their efforts will
strengthen our' common struggle for peace.

34. The African continent's slow and difficult advance
towards independence has not yet been completed.
Africa is still exposed to the manceuvres and inter­
ventions of foreign Powers which have not lost their
interest in exploiting its riches, making use of its
strategic possibilities and maintaining spheres of
political influence.

35. The Organization of African Unity has vigorously
denounced such interventions, which are aimed at
perpetuating a state of subjugation that the Africans
have resolved to terminate once and for all. The
establisn.ment of the Organization of African Unity
reflects this desire of the African countries to main­
tain their independence and to make their solidarity
the primary' guarant~e of their freedom.

36. In this Africa which is striving to find itself,
certain States may have felt that despite the elimina­
tion of colonialism, their territorial integrity 'was
not respected when their national sovereignty was
restored. Their claims againstboth countries-claims
quite rightly rejected by their neighbours-have inevi..;. .
tably contained the germs of fratricidal strife. There
is surely no need to repeat here the arguments put
forth .by both sides in support of diametrically op­
posed positions.

37. The African States, in their desire to eliminate
factitious obstacles and imaginary prerequisites to
African unity and to create the material conditions in
which' our continent's economic development and the
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action would meet with the vigorous resistance of
all Africans.

23. The particular cases which I have just mentioned
are not the only examples. My country, which waged
a long war in order to recover its independence,
cannot remain indifferent to the struggle for freedom
being waged by the peoples still under colonial rule.
In Angola, in Mozambique, in so-called Portuguese
Guinea, the inhabitants are still under the yoke of
oppression. The heroic struggle which they are wag­
ing commands our admiration. The Organization of
African Unity has already taken a clear stand on this
question and has taken measures to strengthen the
liberation struggle in those countries.

24. However, this problem cannot be regarded as an
African problem only. All countries, and the United
Nations in partiCUlar, have a responsibility in the
matter. We have repeatedly debated here the question
of the Portuguese colonies, yet we are compelled to
recognize that, for all our efforts, the problem has
not been solved. However much we may wish to settle
problems by peaceful means, we would be failing in
our duty if we did not give our full support to peoples
who have no choice but to resort to arms in order
to assert their right to freedom.

25. At the southern end of the Arabian Peninsula
another people is still waging afie"1ce struggle against
British rule. The United KingdolIl should reconsider
its attitude with regard to that area and accede to
the legitimate aspirations of the people concerned.
By so doing it will only be complying with the reso­
lutions adopted by the United Nations General As­
sembly.

26. The twentieth session of the General Assembly
should mark the liberation of all peoples and the final
disappearance of colonialism. Decolonization must be
fUlly achieved, for not only does it establish freedom,
it also paves the way fo~ sound and honest co-opera­
tion. The co-operation between Algeria and France,
which some thought impossible, provides a convincing
demonstration of this.

27. Experience has shown, howe'ler, that even when
independence is recognized it is not always respected.
There is frequent interference by the great Powers
in the internal affairs of the new States.

28. The measures taken against Cuba are a violation
of the principle that each country should be free to
choose its own form of government. They can in no
way solve the present political problems and their
continua.tion poses a lasting threat to peace. A more
objective approach to the situation should lead to
negotiations ,between Governments with a view to
settling differences in a spirit of respect for the
sovereignty and equality of States.

29. In South-East Asia, too, the situation is COn­
tinuing to deteriorate as a result of foreign inter­
vention. If the decisions of the Geneva Conferenoe
were effectively and honestly implemented, thatwoUld,
in our view, create conditions favourable to the solu­
tiOn of these problems.

30. The African continent, having known colonial
domination longer than the rest of the world, is par­
tiCUlarly conscious of the world evolution towards
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48. In a constantly evolving world, this decade re­
veals the extent of the changes Which have occurred
and of the transformations in international·relations.
The road travelled in that interval by the peoples of
the· developing coUntries shows "fIery clearly their
growing role in the settlement cfinternational affairs.

49. The Geneva Conference on Trade and Develop­
ment has shown us that the community of interests of
the developing countries opens up more definite pros­
pects for the broadening ofAfrican-Asian solidarity to
include the Latin-American countries. That com­
munity of interests will unquestionably lead to an
even greater solidarity among these three continents,
a solidarity which is bound to make an important
contribution to the developnlent of internati'1nal re­
lations in the direction of peace and progress.

47. The co-operation between these organizati.ons
gives an even clearer Meaning w African-Asian soli­
darity. The African-l\,-'Jian countries are faced with
problems which are peculiarly inherent in their com­
mon destiny. In the diversity of their experiences they
find today, not. an element of discord, but a factor of
mutual enrichment. Ten years will have elapsed be­
tween the holding of the first and the second African­
Asian conferences. The second one will provide the
participating States with a further opportunity for a
salutory exchange of view s with the aim of making
a joint contribution to the solution of international
problems-a contribution which will be more dynamic
as well as more in keeping with r..ud better adapted
to current realities.

the Palestinian peDple. While the Palestine problem
is, because of its nature, of particular importance to
the Arab world, its dimensions are such that it con­
cerns t!H~ Whole community of nations,

43, Our active siding with the Palestinian people
may thus be compared only to our resolute com­
mitment to the peoples of South Africa, Angola and
Mozambique and to all those who are fighting for the
freedom and dignUy of mankind.

44. The Palestinian people rightly refuse to bow
to a situation imposed on them by force. Like the
peopl.es which are fighting for national liberation,
they have organized their struggle, notably by setting
up the Palestine Liberation Organization.

45. The most reoent Conference of the non-aligned
countries expressed its support for the Palestinian
people and took a clear stand in favour of their right
of self-determination. My Government, faithful to
the principle of opposing colonialism and racial segre­
gation in all its forms, will spare no effort to uphold
and support the just cause of the Palestinian people.

46. Now that continents are guidedby the same ideals,
now that they are waging the same struggle, they can
no longer be set one against another. It is in this new
context that we are confidently witnessing the adv.ent
of a union of two regions, Africa and the Middle East,
and hailing the co-operation between two organiza­
the Organization of African Unity and the League of
Arab States. United by common goals, they 'lave
joined in a common effort to overthrow col{m~'~lism

in all its forms.
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consolidation of its independence can take place,
have decided to proclaim as an inviolable principle
respect for the frontiers inherited from the colonial
system. Because tllis principle meets in a realistic
manner the requirements of brotherhoOd, mutual re­
spect and good-neighbourliness, it was adopted as
one of the principles of peaceful coexistence by the
non-aligned States at the recent Cairo Conference.Y

38. The patience and generosity of our peoples, who
set no conditions to their unity, are matcbed only by
our trust in our partners and our sincere desire for
real, far-reaching, honest and unselfish co-operation,
reflecting the mutually complementary nature of the
different parts of Africa. The building of a united
Maghreb, within the framework of respect for the
charters which we have signed, is becoming an in­
creasingly inevitable and inspiring reality. In striving
to attain this goal we are but heeding an imperative
demand of our peoples, who, today as yesterday,
have unanimous faith in their common destiny.

39. In obedience to the same demands, the Africa..'1.
peoples are follOWing with particular interest the
development of the situation in the Congo and are
sparing no effort to find an African solution to this
problem. They realize that the complexity of this
partiCUlarly distressing question is primarily due to
factors which are part of the legacy of the past. How­
ever there can be no doubt that imperialist inter­
vention has aggravated the situation. The aggression
against the people of the Congo places a heavy burden
of responsibility on those who perpetrated it. So long
as those aggressors do not fully realize the serious­
ness of what they are doing, relations between Africa
and a world which only yesterday was stifling that
continent are likely to be of an artificial nature.

40. The Congo problem is essentially an African
problem, the complete and final solution to which
must be found by the Congolese people and by them
alone. The Organization of African Unity must there­
fore be given the support of all countries devoted
to peace-and freedom-in its efforts to further the
establishment of peace in the Congo withiu the frame­
work of national reconciliation, effective independence
and the unity of the people and the territory.

41. Among those deprived of their essential rights
the Palestinian people warrant special attention.
Arbitrarily ousted from their fatherland, they are
leading a miserable existence on the frontiers of
their country. The Arab world was affected first of
all by the Palestine problem probably because the
Palestinian people are Arabs and above all because
the establishment of Israel introduced into the Middle
East a source of trouble and a constant threat to
the Arab countries. It would be erroneous to conclude
from this that the problem is a racial or religious
one. If' anti-Semitism exists, it is not in the Arab
countries that it will be found.

42. The Palestine problem is a political problem
because it poses a constant threat to international
security and because it is essentially a colonial prob­
lem. Algeria feels as strongly about the racial tragedy
of the people of South Africa as it does about that of

:./ second Conference of Heads of State ~rGovel'nment of Non.Aligned
.Countries.
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50. The United Nations faces a crisis which could
prove most grave indeed if all those of goodwill do
not unite in order to solve it. No one can deny the
existence of financial difficulties at the present time.
They are monopoliZing the attention of all delegations.
It is our view, however, that the origin of this state
of affairs is to be found in a political problem which
transcends both legal and financial considerations.

51. We are now confronted with difficulties which
stem from the changes which have been taking place
in international life during the past twenty years.
The conception of the United Nations as it was estab­
lished in 1945 on the basis of a particular inter­
national situation seems no longer appropriate to
the political situation existing today. There is a clear
contradiction between the state of international re­
lations, for which it is desired to set up machinery,
and the accelerated evolution of the world in a direc­
tion which was not anticipated at the end of the Second
World War.

52. The accession of many States to independence,
the development of East-West relations, the steadily
increasing strength of the principles ofnon-alignment,
the developing countries' realization of their soli­
darity-all these factors have created a situation
for which the present structure and machinery of the
United Nations are not suited.

53. Is there any need for me to mention the contra­
diction between the principle of equality of States
and the rules and usages which distort it? Need I
mention the contradiction between the fundamental
concept of collective responsibility of the mainte­
nance of peace and the present machinery which
prevents the greater part of mankind from sharing
that responsibility in its most important aspeets?

54. In these circumstfu"1ces, to confine ourselves to
solving the financial issue would be to ignore the
real problem and would aggravate the crisis with
which we are confronted. If we merely treat the symp­
toms while allowing the malady to spread, we will
be moving rapidly towards the ,extinction of our hopes.

55. The recent withdrawal of the Republic of Indo­
nesia from the Organization can be fully understood
only as it relates to the variOUS aspects of the United
Nations crisis. Only by becoming aware of these
problems and resolutely seeking the solutions which
will bring most benefit to mankind can we prevent
conflict and disillusionment. To deplore the decision
of the Indonesian Government without examining the
r6asons underlying it and, above all, the lesson to
be drawn from it~ would be to fail to r6cognize the
true nature of the problems at hand.

56. Similarly" the exclusion of the People's Republic
of China is of particular concern to us. Common
sense.• realism and the obvious interest of all mankind
demand the active participation of that great Power
in international organizations. TheAlgerian delegation
believes that the United Nations would strengthen its
authority and consolidate its prestige if it put an end
to a situation which keeps a large part of the world's
popUlation outside the international community.

57. It is high time that we adjusted our institutions to
the existing realities if we wish to establish genuinely
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sound -international relations and contribute to the
strengthening of world peace.

58. Algeria, for its part, is deeply attached to peace
and to international co-operation. It wishes to make
its modest contribution to the United Nations' effort
to build a better world. Like all countries aspiring
to advance along the path. of progress and justice,
Algeria offers its friendship to all peoples, without
rancour, without prejudice and without reservation.

59. We believe the United Nations can and must be
the instrumentality through which we will act. We
hope that it will rapidly overcome its difficulties and
that, sustained by the confidence of all its Members,
rejuvenated and reinforced by a better form of or­
ganization. it may fulfill the hopes placed in it by all
peoples. I shall conclude with this expression of faith
in the future of our Organization and of mankind.
I thank you for your kind attention.

60. Mr. KYPRIANOU (Cyprus): Mr..President, I feel
that before opening my statement it is my duty to
pay tribute to the memory of Winston Churchill. The
death of Winston Churchill deprived the world of a
great man, but that great man is now possessed by
history.

61. Mr. President, earlier in the general debate
and in the course of a brief intervention, I had the
opportunity to express to you the feelings and the
heartfelt congratulations of my delegation on your
well deserved unanimous election to the Presidency
of the General Assembly. Your election constitutes
both a tribute to you, personally, as well as to the
whole of Africa, whose 1'01e in the establishment of
world order on the basis of peace with freedom and
justice has been rapidly growing in significance.

62. I should also like to take this opportunity to
express my delegation's sincere congratulations and'
warm welcome to the new States admitted to member­
ship at the beginning of this session. I fully share the
confidence expressed by most of the speakers who
have taken the floor earlier, that Malawi, Zambia
and Malta will play to the full their part in the general
efforts to promote the objectives of the United Nations,
namely, peace with freedom and justice. These newly
independt~nt Stb:tes-lilte many vther 'States in this
Assembly that recently achieved their freedom-know
only t ,)0 well the real meaning of peace with freedom
and justir:(:}. Their contribution, therefore l\ towardS
this objective, which is the basic goal of the United
Nations, Will, we believe, be both valuable and posi­
tive.

63. From the beginning of its present session the
General Assembly has been confronted with a dead­
lock over the issue of payment for peace-keeping
operations, and as a result of this it has been, and
still is, operating in an unusual and unsatisfactory
manner, and in an atmosphere of disappointment and
frustratiun. While appreciating th~ considerations
that necessitated the present manner of conducting
the General Assembly, we feel strongly that the exer­
cise of the right to vote ought not to be indefi:nitely
postponed, and that this session should be aJaowea
to proceed normally With its scheduled work. My
delegation sincerely hopes and trusts that a 'way out
of the present impasse will be found whichwill enable
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the General Assembly to discharge its functions
properly. This becomes the more imperative when
we turn our attention to the many serious and im··
portant issues appearing on the provisional agenda
of this session.

64. Let us also bear in mind tha.t 1965, whicJh marks
the twentieth anniversary of the Unite«!( N?~tions, has
been designated as International Co-operation Year.
Let us not permit this landmark in history to pass
without causing at least some of the expectations
originally conceived by one of the greatest statesmen
of our time, the iate Jawaharlal Nehru of India, to
materialize.

65. In this respect, I wish to point out that while
the plans and programmes suggested by the Committee
for the International Co-operation Year, acting within
its terms of reference, are most commendable, it
might be well to urge that a more global view of the
significance of International Co-operation Year be
taken, so as to make it encompass the more funda­
mental issues which face the world today, and in re­
spect of which positive and decisive action is greatly
needed if the ideal of international co-operation is
to be substantially advanced in the service of mankind
and peace.

66. Issues such as the achievement of general and
complete disarmament and positivC' and constructive
steps to that end; the total prohibition of the use and
testing of nuclear weapons, as well as the prohibition
of their wider dissemination; the establishment of
nuclear free zones in as many parts of the world as
possible; the narrOWing of the gap between the de­
veloped and the developing countries; the total aboli­
tion of discrimination and privileges; the equality of
all citizens in every State, irrespective of ethnic
origin, religion, colour, creed or sex; the total eradi­
cation of colonialism in all its forms and manifes­
tations; and the establishment of a world order in.
international relatio.ns based upon the strict adherence
to the principles of equality; complete freedom, self­
determination, justice and mutual respect for the
sovereign rights of each State as laid down in the
Charter of the United Nations, are among the most
basic issues that require our most serious and urgent
consideration. It is by giving our attention to these
basic issues and by providing through positive and
effective action, the possibilities for a solution to
the existing problems related to these issues, as well
as to other major problems, that the present session
of the General Assembly, if permitted to function
properly, may be able to make International Co­
operation Year a t3uccess and leave its own imprint
in history.

67. When we look ahead to the task which the United
Nations is expectf)d to perform, in furtherance of the
principles and purpos'.:s of the Charter and in order
effectively to promote conditions of security, peace
and justice in the world, by removing the causes of
friction, eliminating the causes of fear and possible
catastrophe, and healing the wounds of many :peoples,
that have come about either throughforeign domination
and exploitation, or through their own poverty and
weakness, it is only then, perhaps, that the deep dis­
appointment and frustration, shared by most of us,
can be made more easily understandable. It is only

When we try to conceive the great mission of the
United Nations and the basic importance of the various
issues that the United Nations is being called upon to
deal with that we may come to realize how compara­
tively trivial is the issue-very important indeed if
examined in isolation-which has, up to this very
moment, been preventing the Assembly from going
ahead. It is not, I submit, beyond the capability of
this Assembly to resolve this crisis.

68. In this connexion, I wish to express our deep
appreciation to the Secretary-General, together with
our sincere hope that his efforts towards removing
the obstacles which have for some time now been
hindering the normal functioning of the Assembly,
will soon be crowned with success.

69. Our deep appreciation also goes to the President
of the Assembly for his tireless efforts to facilitate
a solution to the present impasse and whose patience
and great skill have made it possible for him to dis­
charge the heavy responsibilities of his high office
under most delicate and difficult circumstances in an
exemplary manner. Tribute is also due to the former
President of the Assembly, the representative of
Venezuela, for his valuable contribution in this re··
spect. One cannot but congratulate the entire African­
Asian Group, and in particular its Committee of
Twelve, for its continuous endeavours to contribute
construct:vely, with the interests of the United Nations
genuinely at hea.rt, towards a solution to the problem
confronti::.g this Organization today. It is only proper
to make specific reference to the constructive en­
deavours of the representatives of Afghanistan and
Nigeria, as well as to the representatives of Algeria
and Burma, former and present Chairman respectively
of the African-Asian Group, for their efforts in this
respect.

70. My country is small in population and resources.
It 1's, however, inhabited by a very ancient peopie,
fully consciqus of their responsibilities to others,
as ,.:ell as to themselves. Cyprus was for too long
under foreign domination and oppression. Ithas fought
hard fOr freedom and for the principles of the Charter.
Ever since Cyprus became a Member of the United
Nations it has consistently and steadfastly adhered
to the letter and the spirit. of the Charter, and ad­
vocated, as strongly as it has been able, the strength­
ening of the United Nations. In our modest way we
have consistently supported all the efforts of the
United Nations to secure peace with freedom and
justice. It is in this spirit that we ourselves turned
to the United· Nations-despite many pressures and
attempts to prevent us from doing so-when we found
our small country confronted with threats a:nd acts
of aggression on the part of a powerful neighbour.
It is in the same spirit that we also welcomed the
stationing of the United Nations Peace-keeping Force
in Cyprus.

71. We strongly believe in the United Nations and
we are completely dedicated to the principles of its
Charter. We believe that the United Nations is not a
structure that may lightheartedly be allowed to drift
into a state of inertia or collapse, for if it does the
prospects for the future of humanity could not !Jut
be very grim. The United Nations still remains the
hope of humanity, in a world full of dangerous an-
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to stress once again the need to take certain specific
steps parallel with this great effort, including the
halting of arms production and the freezing of arma­
ments at the existing levels, particularly among the
nuclear Powers, as collateral measures preliminary
to an over-all agreement. As an important step in
the direction of a comprehensive disarmament treaty,
the Eighteen-Nation Disarmament Committee-whose
efforts, with special emphasis ,on the im.portant con­
tribution of the non-aligned ()\ountries participating
in its work, are to be commended-might usefully
take into account the suggestion for the setting up
of an international disarmament organization as a
specialized agency. Moreover, the Committee might
consider measures for safeguarding more effectively
the seourity of States by a collective security system,
always under the auspices of the United Nations, as
a step that might facilitate further the possibility of
disarmament. These are but a few measures that
may, we believe, be usefully considered.

77. With regard to the more specific question of
nuclear testing, we continue to hope that it will SooIi
prove possible for the Moscow Treaty to become more
comprehensive by an agreement to ban underground
tests. Cyprus continues to support fully the initiative
taken by Ethiopia in suggesting the convening of a
conference for the purpose of concluding an agreement
on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo­
nuclear weapons. Moreover, we feel strongly against
the storing of nuclear and thermonuclear weapons by
any of the nuclear Powers on the territory of other
countries, and, in this connexion, I wish to place on
record our firm view that the maintenance or estab­
lishment of foreign military bases and the stationing
of troops on the territory of other countries, and
especi.ally against the express will of those countries,
is a gross violation of the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of those states, as well as a threat to free­
dom and international peace.

78. How gratifying it would be if atomic energy and
other great achievements in science and technology
were used exclusively for peaceful purposes and if
the vast economic resources now devoted to the stock­
piling of aI'maments or the maintenance of military
bases were diverted into the fields of the economic
and social development of less developed countries.
We sincerely hope that one day, not too distant-and
indeed it has to be before it is too late-we shall all
be in a position to hail such a tremendous achieve­
ment of man's will to live and prosper.

79. With regard to the question of economic and
technical assistance to the developing countries, it
is our firm view that such assistance may be m01'e
usefully and properly channelled through the United
Nations than on a. bilateral basis.

80. Cyprus is grateful to the Special Fund and to the
Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance for
their contribution to the development of the country.
I hope that the anticipated merger of these two pro­
grammes into the United Nations Development Pro­
gramme will revitalize the effort of the United Nations
to the greater benefit of the developing countries.

81. The problem presented by the growing economic
inequality between the rich and the poor countries has
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Y Treaty banning nuclear weapon tests in the atmosphere. in outer
space and under water. signed at Moscow. 5 August 1963.

tagonisms and injustices, in a world in which ex­
pediency, sinister interests and exploitation have not
yet given way to morality and justice. The United
Nations must not only survive, but it should be further
strengthened.

72. This is tn the interests of the world as a whole
and, even more so, it is in the interests of the small
and weak countries , striving to preserve or strengthen
or attain thei.r freedom. What followed after the col­
lapse of the League of Nations, however grave and
terrible, could not, in any way, be compared with
what might follow if the United Nations were to col­
lapse. It would be too horrifying to even attempt to
imagine.

73. The United Nations must survive and must be
strengthened. It is in this spirit tha.t we feel that the
problems confronting the United Nations should be
speedily resolved. It is in this spirit that we feel that
all countries, deprived at this moment of their right­
ful place in the United Nations, either through foreign
domination and colonialism or through obsolete and
unrealistic considerations, should soon be taking their

.seats in this world Assembly as equal Members. It
is in the same spirit that we wi'sh to express our
sincere regret at Indonesia's decision to abandon
its rightful place in the United Nations.

74. In our noble aim to promote effectively the es­
tablishment of a new world order based on peace
with freedom and justice, the primary objective and
duty of all of us on this twentieth anniversary of the
United Nations, is to rededicate ourselves to the
United Nations and to the principles of its Charter,
upon which the very foundations of the Organization
rest.

75. In its search for effective meaSures to promote
the ideal of world peace, the General Assembly has
had to consider over and over again the question of
disarmament, to which it has always attached, and
rightly so, great importance. That is one of the
issues that the Assembly may be called upon to deal
with once more in the course of its present session.
With regard to that vital question, it has to be noted
that another year has elapsed withou.t any significant
breakthrough, despite the momentum generated by
the signing of the Moscow Treaty on the banning of
nuclear tests.lI

16. While the policy of accommodation and relaxation
of tensions between East and West-which has been
given further impetus by recent statements made by
leaders of both Power blocs-may go some way to­
wards lessening the suspicion and distrust which lie
at the bottom of the failure to reach agreement on
disarmament, the f8.ct cannot be ignored that the
present state of affairs-when we 'witness not dis­
armament, but a continued increase in the stockpiles
of nuclear ~rmaments-constitutesa continuous danger
to the very existence of mankind. While gem~'ral and
complete disarmament is and should be the ideal and
final goal, and while efforts in this respect should be
accelerated, one should be realistic enough to accept
the fact that an over-all agreement of this nature may
take time t<1 achieve. Consequently, Cyprus wishes
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I wish to refer· to certain specific cases related to
this most serious aspect of the present international
situation.

85. With regard to the question of racial discrimina­
tion, my delegation believes that all efforts should be
intensified to put an end to the inhuman doctrine of
apartheid, which is both morally reprehensible and
politically disastrous. Segregation and division on the
grounds of religion, ethnic origin, or colour, should
be effectively and decisively opposed by the United
Nations. Apart from the great injustice involved in
such practices, they become, by themselves, sources
of enmity and strife. We consider, for example, that
apart from the moral and legal aspects involved, the
inhuman racial policy applied in South Africa consti­
tutes a threat to international peace and security.

86. It is also my duty to deplore, before the United
Nations, the inhuman treatment meted out by the
Turkish Government upon the Greek population in
Constantinople.

87. My delegation firmly believes that all forms of
discrimination, be it on grounds of colour, race,
religion or ethnic origin, should be compIetely elimi­
nated. The Charter of the United Nations and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights are, in this
respect, the determining instruments superseding ~md
overshadowing any remnants of previous eras, be they
the result of anachronistic tradition or the outcome
of situations imposed by colonialism and imperialism,
or of any other cause.

88. In Southern Rhodesia, we feel very strongly that
the only solution that can be applied to the problem
facing that territory is one which is acceptable to
the majority of the population on the basis of one
man, one vote. The inalienable right of the people
of Southern Rhodesia to self-determination should
be fUlly and freely applied to the people of that country
as a whole and on the basis of universal suffrage.

89. There is a very close parallel between the situa­
tiOll in Southern Rhodesia and the problem facing my
own country, and yet, at the same time, there are
some very fundamental differences. In Cyprus, the
Government, which has the support of the vast ma­
jority of the population, is trying to eliminate all
forms of segregation, discrimination or privileges,
based on race, religion or ethnic origin-Which are
the legacy of the colonialist policy of divide and rule­
and to apply fully and effectively the democratic prin­
ciple of "one man, one vote". And in so doing Cyprus
is encountering the fierce opposition of foreign
Powers, despite the fact that Cyprus is a sovereign
State and an equal Member of the United Nations.

90. In Southern Rhodesia, on the other hand, a white
minority r~gime, which is the product of out-dated
colonialism, is denying to the vast majority of the
country's population, on the basis of race and colour,
the application of this same democratic principle
of one m~m, one vote, while seeking to perpetuate
an unacceptable state of affairs. We sincerely trust
that the present British Government will heed the
universal demand by not leaVing behind a legacy of
division and strife in Southern Rhodesia airs its prede­
cessor did in certain other cases, includiing Cyprus.
Southern Rhodesia must become independent, but

been aptly characterized by the Secretary-General in
the introduction to his annual report on the work of
the Organization [A/5801/Add.l] as fundamentally as
serious as the East-\Vest tension, with all the dangers
they portend for the continued existence of mankind.
The gap should be narrowed and every effort should
be made to that end. In this connexion I should like
to express our satisfa.ction at the achievements of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
and to state our wholehearted support for the recom­
mendations made by the Conference and for the reso­
lution adopted on SU I'ecember 1964 by the Assembly
on the setting up of a permanent secretariat for this
Conference [resolution 1995 (XIX)]. As a developing
country, we trust that the expectations surrounding
this great effort will be realized and that this will
positively contribute to narrowing the gap between
the developed and the developing countries, and there­
by promote the aims of international economic and
social co-operation.

82. Disarmament, the peaceful uses of atomic energy
and the economic and social development of the small
and developing countries, are very important factors
in promoting the idea of peace. Peace, hovlever, can­
not be secured unless complete freedom is secured.
Peace, without freedom and justice, cannot survive.
However important and necessary disarmament and
economic and social prog-ress may be, they cannot by
themselves secure peace. In fact disarmament and
economic and social progress cannot themselves be
completely achieved and consolidatedwithout complete
freedom. Freedom and justice must be universal. It
is therefore the imperative duty of all to join their
efforts for the complete eradication of coloni~lism,

imperialism and neo-colonialism, in any form or
manifestation. Having ourselves emerged to inde­
pendence after a long pe!'iod of foreign domination,
we have firmly and constantly adhered to the principle
of the total elimination of colonialism. From the very
first year of our admission to the United Nations
we associated ourselves with, participated actively
in and strongly supported all causes of the oppressed
peoples in the world for the achievement of their
inalienable right to independence and self-determina­
tion.

83. Imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism,
including economic exploitation of former colonial
territories, constitute serions sources of international
tension and conflict, endangering peace and security.
We wholeheartedly support the efforts of the Com­
mittee of T·..venty-Four~ to bring abou.t the full ap­
plication of the historic Declaration contained in
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and of which
Cyprus was proud to be a co-sponsor. We fully sup­
port the struggle of all colonial peoples striving for
their freedom, whether they beinAngola,Mozambique
or so-called Portuguese Guinea or in British Guiana,
the Arabian peninsula, or elsewhere in the world.

84. We stand for complete freedom. We stand ior
the complete elimination of aH forms of colonialism,
neo,-colonialism, imperialism and foreign domination,
aH forms of oppression and injustice. In. this respect

11 Special Committee with regard to the Implementation of the Dec­
laration on the Granting of Independence to colonial Countries and
Peoples.
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not on the basis of white minority government or
on the basis of two divided communities, a concept
of colonialism. Southern Rhodesia should become
independent as a democratic country in which the
majority will govern. The present totally unacceptable
and unjust situation in Southern Rhodesia cann9t be
perpetuated.

91. Likewise, the injustice imposed by foreign in­
terests upon the Arab people of Palestine cannot be
perpetuated. The Palestine question is a very serious
political problem involving the very principles of
justice and morality. Cyprus does not pay lip service
to the cause of the Palestinian people, as some others
have been doing recently in their efforts to gain other
advantages in connexion with other problems. Cyprus
has always had the deepest sympathy and solidarity
for the Arab people of Palestine, whose just cause
we strongly support, and we hope and trust that the
United Nations will be able to take positive and ef­
fective steps towards the full restoration of their
legitimate and inalienable rights. The non-aligned
countries in this respect have made their wish clear
in the historic Cairo Declaration [A/5763].

92. With regard to the situation I in the Congo we
deplore the circumstances which led this new and
potentially dynamic State into its present tragic situa­
tion-a direct result, in this case also, of the colonial
policy of division.

93. The item dealing with the principles of inter­
national law concerning friendly relations and co­
operation among States in accordancewith the Charter
of the United Nations [agenda item 81J is of paramount
importance, in the view of my delegation, particularly
when we take into account the fact that acts of inter­
national lawlessness continue to occur and some of
them remain uncensured. My delegation has had the
opportunity in the paBt to stress the importance which
we attach to strict adherence.to and respect for these
principles, which include the pr.inciple of sovereign
equality of all Membe:r States, the principle prohibiting
the threat or use of force by oneState against another
in their international relations, the principle of non­
intervention, and the principle of self-determination.
Th~se principles constitute the very foundation of the
United Nations, and were stressed and elaborated
upon in the historic Cairo Declaration of the non­
aligned States as the fundamental principles ofpeace­
ful coexistence.

94. Peaceful coexistence is as possible as it is
necessary, both regionally as well as globally, if
peace is to be secured-and if peace is to be secured
the principles upon which peaceful coexistence is
based "and which are the "leryprinciples of the Charter
of the United Nations should be strictly adhered to
and fully respected by all. Peaceful coexistence on
the basis of the principles of the Charterwould secure
the desired peace with frE',edom and justice which the
United Nations has the responsibility and the task
of promoting, safeguarding and consolidating.

95. It is this ideal of peace with freedom and justice.
and these very principles of the Charter that my
Government will request the General Assembly to
reaffirm and uphold in the case of Cyprus. The q.les­
tion of Cyprus is pot a matter of dispute among dif-

ferent States, although it has been made to appear
as such. It is not a complicated problem, despite all
efforts to present it as such. It is a simple question
as to whether Cyprus, as a sovereign State and an
equal Member of the United Nations, is entitled or
not to the same rights enjoyed by all Member States
by virtue of the Charter. It is a simple question as
to whether Cyprus, as a sovereign Member State of
the United Nations, is entitled or not to the same
inalienable rights that we all so strongly uphold, and
rightly so, in the case of territories still under for­
eign rule and colonial domination. Is Cyprus, as a
sovereign State, entitled to less under the Charter
than is any other Member State of the United Nations?
Is Cyprus, as a sovereign State, entitled to less under
the Charter and the relevant declarations ofthe United
Nations than it would have been entitled to had it
still been under the colonial administration of the
United Kingdom or the domination of the Ottoman
Empire? Is the United Nations prepared to agree
that among its membership there are two classes of
Members, with one class enjoying to the full the rights
acquired under the Charter, and the other class not
entitled" to equality? Is the United Nations pr~pared

to accept the untenable prop03ition-because that is
what it amounts to-that the Charter of the United
Nations may be amended by so-called treatyarrange­
ments imposed upon colonial peoples prior to their
independence? Is the United Nations prepared to ignore
in the case of Cyprus the principles of sovereignty,
equality, non-intervention and non-interference, un~

fettered independence and self-determination? Is the
United Nations prepared to aC1cept that Cyprus~ an
equal and sovereign Member State of the United
Nations, is not entitled to enjoyment of the principles
of the Charter?

96. When the Gene7.'al Assembly, by its resolution
1514 (XV), called for the transfer of all power to
the people of all te:rritories "without any conditions
or reservations, in accordance With their freely ex­
pressed will and desire", is it at all possible to argue
that the same rule should not be applied to Cyprus?
Does th.e existence of a small minority of different
ethnic origin \t.n a State or' a territory constitute a
case for partition or for any other solution based on
division and segregation? Has theworldllothadenough
of partitions and divisions and of their terrible con­
sequences? Are there any ci~cumstances under which
a minority-which we wouHi like to regard as part
of the population of the country, without any distinction
or discri.mination-could be permitted to overrule the
wishes of the majority? There are many countries
in the world in which there are minorities. There
are many countries in the world in which there are
groups of differtCmt ethnic origins. There is the case
of the white minority in Southern Rhodesia. There
is the c~se of the French minority in Algeria and in
other former French colonies. There is the case of
the Turkish minority in Cyprus. ShOUld there be par­
tition or federation on ethnic or racial grounds in
Southern Rhodesia? Certainly not. Should there have
been partition or federation on ethnic or racial grounds.
in Algeria or in any other former French colony where
there was a French minority? Certainly not. Should
th.e will of the majority in Southern Rhodesia be over­
ruled by the white minority? Certainly not. Should the
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tive in regard to the Zurich a.,.d London Agreemeuts
of February 1959 which were imposed upon Cyp:rus,
as well as for the benefit of all other countri.es which
were formerly under the domination of the ottoman
Empire. This action was taken with the sole aim of
complicating a simple issue \')f freedom and self­
determination by promoting intercommunal division
and strife in the island for purposes alien to the
interests of the Cypriot people.

102. Turkey accepted the invitation of the British
Government and agreed to inject itself as &'1 interested
party on the pretext of the existence in Cyprus of a
Turkish minority of 18 per cent. This minority, which
is the legacy of the occupation of Cyprus by the otto­
man Empire, had by then ceased to be a minority
from Turkey, but had been incorporated into the
population of Cyprus. The aim of the colonial Power
was, in co-operation with the former colonial Power,
Turkey, to frustrate the legitimate demands of the
people of Cyprus for self-determination by provoking
division and strife within Cyprus. This is how a
simple and clear cut case was artificially compli­
cated, the consequences of which continue to be the
cause of the sufferings of the people of Cyprus.

103. The conspiracy to deprive Cyprus of the sub­
stance of its sov~reignty and independence, in the
service of foreign interests, took concrete shape in
the so-called Agreements of Zurich and London, which
were concluded while Cyprus was still under colonial
domination and which were imposed upon Cyprus in
circumstances of duress and blackmail. Those Agree­
ments were basically and essentially in direct con­
flict with the Charter of the United Nations, as well
as with universally accepted notions of democracy,
justice and international law.

104. This conflict was brought into an even sharper
focus by the actions of Turkey who, on the pretext
of rights allegedly conferred upon herby those Agree­
ments, resorted to aggression against Cyprus. Turkey
instigated subversion, threatened invasion, and re­
sorted to air attacks of terror against Cyprus, using,
among other weapons, napalm incendiary bombs, and
killing and maiming hundreds of men, women and
children. And yet we are told that irrespective of the
circumstances in which these so-called Agreements
came about-and I say "so-called" because one has
to be in a position freely to agree to something if an
agreement is to be called an agreement-and irre­
spective of the contents of these Agreements which
purport to invalidate the Charter of the United Nations
and all that this Organization stands for, namely,
freedom, sovereignty, equality and independence, we
are told that irrespective of the complete unwork­
ability of these Agreements, irrespective of the con­
tinued gross and basic violations of these invalid,
unworkable and unrealistic Agreements by one party,
that these Agreements must be regarded as valid and
that there is nothing that Cyprus can do about it.

105. Pacta sunt servanda, it is argued. Pacta sunt
servanda, yes, but this applies to pacts and agree­
ments which are valid in the light of the Charter and
concluded freely between two States. As, in private
law, there can be no validity in an agreement to kill
or steal or to deprive a citizen of his oivil rights,
equally there can be no validity in international law
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will of the Algerian people, the brave Algerian people,
have been overruled by the French minority at that
time? Thank God it was not, and certainly it should
not have been.

917. If the principle of partition or division were to
be accepted on the basis of different groups, on the
basis of the concept of separate communities and
s(~parate entities, I am afraid the map of the world
w.:>uld have to be radically rearranged, including the
map of Turkey. Would Turkey be prepared to accept
partition or federation on an ethnic basis in the case
of the large Kurdish minority living in Turkey?~in

which case the shifting of populations might not be
r.ecessary as it would be in the case of Cyprus, be­
cause in Cyprus the small Turkish minority is scat­
tered throughout the island.

98. I wish to reassure many delegations in this
Assembly representing countries in which minorities
or groups of different ethnic origins eXist, that Cyprus
will never accept partition or any other solution ~n­

volving division, or any arrangement through which
the will of the majority is made dependent upon the
power, the veto or the privil\~ged position of any
minority. The cause of Algeria was our cause, and
the cause of the people of Southern Rhodesia is today
our cause.

99. It is not my intention to deal with the question of
Cyprus in all its details at this point. I hope and trust
that the General Assembly will soon have the oppor­
tunity to consider this issue in full. However, at the
present juncture, I considered it my duty to apprise
the Assembly of the main aspects of the problem so
as to put it in its proper perspective.

100. My Government has brought this issue before
this body in the conviction that, in spite of its apparent
and artificial complexity, it is easily capable of a
solution consistent with peace, freedom and justice
1£ approached in the right spirit. It must be approached
as a problem involving the very principles uponwhich
the United Nations rests, rather than in the outdated
and totally wrong fasl1..ion that some have tried to
impose upon us through an artifice of expediency
aimed at accommodating external interests alien to
the interests of the people of Cyprus as a whole and
contrary to the principles of the Charter. In other
words, the alternative to a "Jnited Nations solution
would be the sacrifice of justice for the convenience
of some, with the consequent perpetuation of strife,
unrest, suffering and danger to peace ft

101. The problem of Cyprus may be summed up as
one which stems from an external effort to deprive
Cyprus of the substance of its sovereignty, indepen­
dence and territorial integrity. The origin of the
present critical situation lies in the colonial policy
of divide and rule, in the name of which Turkey, a
former occupying Power, was in 1955 encouraged by
Britain, the then colonial Power, to inject itself once
more into the affairs of Cyprus. This was in com­
plete disregard of the perfectly valid Treaty of
Lausanne of 1923~ by virtue of which Turkey had
solemnly agreed to abandon all rights and interests
With regard to Cyprus and the other territories
formerly under the ottoman Empire. I me~tion this
solely for the benefit ;of those who appear so sensi-
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113. Allow me to say that since its admission to the
United Nations, Cyprus can point with pride to its
record of respeest for the principles of the Charter,
to its record of active participation in all efforts
aiming at strengthening the United Nations, and to
its record of staunch support for all peoples strug­
gling for their freedom, independence and self-deter­
mination. It is on. the strength of this record, as well
as on the strength of the principles of the Charter
and the relevant declarations of the United Nations,
that we have come to the United Nations ourselves.
We are confident that our expectations will be ful­
filled in the interests of democracy, justice andworld
peace, in the interests of the United Nations, and in
furtherance of its purposes and principles which we
have all in this Assembly pledged ourselves honestly
and sincerely to uphold and serve.

114. The PRESIDENT: That concludes the general
debate for this morning. I give the floor to the repre­
sentative of India who wishes to speak in exercise·
of his right of reply.

115. Mr. CHAKRAVARTY (India); It is a :matter of.
deep regret to my delegation that the Foreign Minister
of Pakistan should have used this forum onoeag_lin
for making wild andpatently absurd allegations against
India. The attack ~s all the more wanton since .tnY

111. There are minorities in Cyprus as in most
other parts of the world. Minorities in Cypr1ls are
respected and they have nothing to fear. We wish to
consider their members as equal citizens of the state
Without any discl'imination whatsoever. We are dE'J""~

termined to continue to ensure full respect for the
human rights and fundamental freedoxns of all citlzens
without discrimination, in accordance with the Uni­
versal Declaration of Human Rights. This is a com­
mitment. Furthermore, we are prepared to accept
United Nations observation with regard to the respect
of those rights-something which I feel not all coun­
tries would be prepared to do.

112. The case of Cyprus is the case of all freedom­
loving peoples in the world. We are not trying to
achieve something which is not due to us; we are
only struggling to safeguard the rights to which we
are entitle<1;) to which we are entitled as a people and
as a sovereign Member of the United Nations; and
we are not asking the United Nations for anything
which is novel. We are simply asking the General
Assembly to uphold the principles of the Charter in
the case of Cyprus: the principle of unrestricted
sovereignty and unfettered independence, the prin­
ciple that the destiny of Cyprus is in the hands of
the people of Cyprus and in the hands of the people'
of Cyprus alone; the principle of non-aggression and
non-intervention against Cyprus, the principle of
non-interference in the internal affairs of Cyprus, the
principles of territorial integrity and unity of the
country. These are the principles of the United
Nations, to which every Member State is entitled and
to which every territory under foreign domination
should be entitled without reservation or restriction.

§j Facing the Dictators~ the MemoirS of Anthony Eden (Houihton and
Miflin, Boston, 1962). .

in an agreement purporting to sanction any action or the country is for the people of Cyprus themselves
state of affairs in direct and flagrant disregard of to decide in accordance with the principles of de-
the principles and purposes of the United Nations mocracy, and no one has any right to impose upon
Charter, or to deprive a sovereign State of its in- them any solution.
herent rights.

106. I have thought it necessary to deal briefly with
this aspect of the question ooncerning the Ho-called
Zurich and London Agreements in order to shed some
light on the matter ~vr the benefit of the delegations
of those countries whose sensitive approach to issues
related in one way or another to treaties might, for
various reasons, tend to make them cautious in their
approach to the Cyprus question. I trust that they will
realize how basically different the picture is from
what it might have been made to appear to them for
obvious reasons.

107. It may be recalled that, on 20 September 1960,
Cyprus was admitted to the United Nations as a sove­
reign and equal Member. The rights of equality,
sovereignty, full independence and territorial in­
tegrity associated with membership were in effect
fully recognized as far as Cyprus was concerned.
This fact can be neither denied nor ignored. All Mem­
ber States, without exception, have 'the absolute obli­
gation strictly to respect the rights of Cyprus under
the Charter. This position can be neither negotiated
nor compromised.

108. When at the invitation of the United Kingdom
-and on this even Sir Anthony Eden's memoirs.§!
bear me out-Turkey agreed to inject itself into the
Cyprus issue, the bait offered to Turkey and to which
it has since clung, was the possibi:Ity ')f partition.
It was to this end that Turkey, by word and action,
contributed to the colonial policy of divide and rule.
It was to this end of partition that the so-called Zurich
and London Agreements were conceived as a first
step. It was to this end of partition, in the service
of neo-colonialist purposes, that Turkey instigated the
subversion and promoted the aD~"llosityof the Turkish
minority towards the rest of the population in Cyprus,
and it was to this same end that Turkey resorted to
aggression. When, however, Turkey realized that the
term "partition" did not sound well in the ears of
public opinion, she thought up the phrase "federation"
in the hope that it might sound better.

109. Federation on a racial basis, it was thought,
might sound reasonable at least to those who were
misled into believing that the Turldsh minority would
not be safe in the hands of the majority. Federation,
it was further thought, might prove to be the last and
decisive step towards the uiUmate goal of partition.
What Turkey is now asking is for Cyprus to be
broken up into pieces on ethnical grounds SUbsequent
to the shifting of population, and then for those pieces
to be federated. I wonder how this idea would sound
to all those countries which have minorities and
groups of different ethnical origin among their popu­
lations.

110. In this connexlon I wish, once again, to make
it qUite clear that Cyprus will never accept partition
or federation or any other solution involving division.
The form of government and the political future of
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Foreign Minister did not say a word against Pakistan
when he made his statement in,the general debate on
14 December [1301st meeting]. Not that India has no
complaints against the policies pursued by the Gov­
ernment of Pakistan, but we avoided any reference
to them as a gesture of goodwill, which, however,
has not met with a proper response.

'116. The Pakistan Foreign Minister's performance is
an annual ritual with which the General Assembly has
by now become familiar. Similar allegations were
made at the seventeenth and eighteenth sessions of
this Assembly and during the debate in the Security
Council in 1964e They were fully replied to by my
delegation at the time. The Foreign Minister appar­
ently believes that distortions and misrepresentation
of facts, if repeated often enough, may leave some
impression on the audience while the refutations may
be forgotten.

117. While listening to the Foreign Minister, I won­
dered for a moment if he had forgotten that he was
addressing the General Assembly and not a mass
rally in Karachi or Rawalpindi. In this forum, too,
he has revealed his bitter hostility towards India.
This has become an obsession with him and makes
any kind of rational dealing with Pakistan impossible.
Pakistan's foreign policy revolves round India, and it
is no wonder that half the statement of the Foreign
Minister of Pakistan containednothing but fulminations
against India.

118. Now, we do not wish in any way to interfere in
the internal affairs of Pakistan. Because of Pakistan's
attack on our internal affairs, I may, however, be
forgiven if I have to depart from this policy in replying
to the Foreign Minister of Pakistan.

119. The Foreign Minister has made a crude and mis";
chievous attempt to drive a wedge between India and
its neighbours, as well as other African-Asian coun­
tries. He has drawn an imaginary picture of Indian
imperialism. He says that a dangerous situ~tion is
being created in South and South-East Asia by India's
attempt to set itself up as a successor to a colonial
regime. He blames India for having started an arms
ra.ce in the Indian sub-continent. He charges India
with having added tension to tension. May I ask the
li'oreign Minister who introduced tension in this area,
and who aspired and was indeed groomed to succeed
to British power in the East? This is what Hanson
Baldwin wrote in The NewYorkTimesof22 December
1953:

"The problem which the Pakistan arms aid pro­
gramme is intended to relieve stems chiefly from
the decline in power of the British Empire ••• Brit­
ish power, exercised largely by the British-led
Indian Army, once dominated the entire strategic
arc from Suez and the Persian Gulf eastward to
Burma and Malaya ••• But the postwar rise of na­
tionalism in the Middle East, plus the increasing
threat of communism and Nehru's anti-Westernism,
altered the entire strategic picture."

120. Pakistan was the direct beneficiary of the so­
called 'anti·,Westernism of the late Mr. Nehru. It was
Pakistan which was chosen to suceed to Britishpower
in the East. In February 1954 the United States an­
nounced its decision to grant arms aid to one State

in our region. Was it to India? No, it was to Pakistan.
A little later, regional military alliances were estab­
lished in South-East Asia and West Asia. One State
in the sub-continent became a member of the South­
East Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO) and the Cen­
tral Treaty Organization (CENTO). Was it India?' No,
it was Pakistan. It is still a member of those regional
alliances and still participates every year in the naval
and military manceuvres of SEATO and CENTO.

121. From which country did T]...2 aircraft take off?
Was it from India? No, it was from Pakistan. Who
has brought about tension and an arms race in the .
region? Is it India? No, it is Pakistan.

122. It is indeed ironical that, with Pakistan having
derived immense benefits in military terms from
those pacts and alliances and having been a party to
a Western military presence in that region, the For­
eign Minister of Pakistan should now turn round and
accuse India of causing tension and forcing an arms
race. He complains of Indian milit~ry missions going
to "the capitals of obliging great Powers, seeking
supersonic planes, submarines and tanks ••• in order
to strengthen India's fighting capacity" [1319th meet­
ing, para. 110]. Pakistan long ago obtained an that
eqUipment-supersonic planes, tanks, and at least one
submarine-from the United States and has been keep­
ing it up to date. Why did Pakistan acqUire such eqUip­
ment? For use against whom? And why is it that
Pakistan should object if India should even ask for
such equipment for defence against China?

123. Pakistan has been complaining of massive mili­
tary aid received by India. Let us look at the facts.
The total value of the assistance reserved by India
up to now from the United States of America, half
in credits and half in grants, is $165 million. Pakistan
seems to have' forgotten the military aid it has re­
ceived from the United States over the last ten years.
The credits and grants given to India are open and
known to everybody. The military aid given to Pakis­
tan-not on credit, if you please, but as an outright
gift-has been kept a secret, at Pakistan's request,
we are told. If, however, United States newspapers
are to be believed, that military a.~1, as distinct from
economic aid, is said to be of the order of $3,000
minion, of which the actual military hardware is
said to be worth $1,300 million.

124. Pakistan hoped that with its SEATO and CENTO
credentials it would be immune from the charge of
being the voice of Peking, and by raising the bogey
of an Indian threat would succeed in putting a veto
on the supply to India of sophisticated weaponry from
the United States. By succeeding in doing so, Pakistan
has indeed served the best interests of its friend and
newly found ally, the People's Republic of China.

125. The Foreign Minister soars into the realm of
fantasy and with vivid imagination says: "India has
embarked on a programme of extending her hegemony
across the length and breadth of the Indian Ocean
fro;m the Hindu Kush to the Mekong" [1319th meeting,
para. 107]. He has drawn a picture of the smaller
neighbours of India living in constant terror of India.
I marvel at his moderation. Why only from the Hindu '
Kush to the Mekong? Why not from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, or from China to Peru? Be that as it
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may, there are at least eight countries in that regio!'.l
besides Pakistan which are represented in the United

. Nations: Afghanistan, NeJ;>al, Ceylon, Burma, Malaysia,
Laos, Thailand and Cambodia. We are not aware that
any of those countries has authorized the Foreign
Minister of Pakistan to speak on its behalf. Not con­
tent with being the spokesman of Pakistan, not content
with being the self-appointed guardian of 50 million
Indian Muslims, he has now arrogated to himself the
right to speak on behalf of all those countries. Per­
haps the Foreign Minister presumes to think that the
accredited representatives of those-countries are not
competent enough to speak for themselves. There
should be some limit to arrogance. We have the most
cordial and friendly relations with each one of those
countries, and none of them has ever told us that it
has any reason to fear India.

126. The Foreign Minister of Pakistan, with an air
of injured innocence, has sought to create the myth
of the little Pakistani lamb living under the constant
threat of the big bad Indian wolf. Let us see what the
facts are.

127. If Pakistan is really afraid of India, why has
it consistently refused India's offer.of a no-war pact.
Pakistan's security is guaranteed through military
pacts such as SEATO and CENTO, in which the United
States of America and the United Kingdom, as well
as France-not to mention t.he other members of
SEATO and CENTO-are committed to come to the
assistance of Pakistan in the event of an attack from
some other country. It has a separate military aid
agreement with the United States of America. Not
content with assurances from merely the Western
great Powers, Pakistan asked for and has now ob­
tained the protection of another newly found ally, the
People's Republic of China. On 17 July 1963, opening
a foreign policy debate in the Pakistan National As­
sembly, Mr. Bhutto said:

"In the event of war with India, Pakistan would
not be alone ••• Pakistan would be helped by the
most powerful nation in Asia."

That was confirmed by the Chinese Minister of Trade,
Nan Han chen, during his visit to Pakistan in Decem­
ber 1963. He told his Pakistan audience:

"If ever there was a war between India and Pakis-
tan, China will surely support Pakistan.".

128. As is known, many countries are non-aligned
as regards the United States of America and the
People'S Repuolic of China. Pakistan is the only
country that has succeeded in performing the seem­
ingly impossible feat of aligning itself militarily with
one and getting assurances of military support from
the other. After that unique achievement, after re­
ceiving all those assurances, can Pakistan expect
anyone to believe that it is still afraid of India-a
country which is now threatened by the People's
RepUblic of China, which has the largest conventional
army in the world, estimated at 3 million strong?

129. On the contrary, it is because it knows very
well that an attack from India is impossible that
Pakistan can afford to spurn the offer of a no-war
pact. Mr. Bhutto, in his statement, sought to create
an impression that his country fear.ed India. This,

however, is what his own President, Mr. Ayub Khan,
said at Rawalpindi on 8 December 1964, as published
in Dawn, of Karachi, on 9 December 1964:

"If there is ever a war between Pakistan and
India, India will learn the lesson of its life. Pakistan
has a wonderful army."

President Ayub said again, at Multan, on 13 December
1964, as published in Dawn of 14 December 1964:

"Should India embark in military ventures, it
would be suicidal for her. She will have to pay
through her nose. Our Army today is amongst the
best in the world ••• Their know-how and ability
to fight has been increased manifold."

130. Both these statements were made only a few
weeks ago, after we had, in the words of the Foreign
Minister of Pakistan, created "a vast and fearsome
panoply of war". Now, whom are we to believe? Both
are honourable men. I hope the Foreign Minister will
forgive me if I were to show greater respect for his
President's view than he is prepared to do.

131. Until 1962, India's defence expenditure was the
lowest in the world-approximately 2 per cent of the
gross national product, as against 3.5 per cent in the
case of Pakistan, excluding, of course, the massive
military aid received by it from the United States.
It was only in the aftermath of the Chinese aggre'ssion,
and in view of the continued threat, that India had to
raise its defence expenditure. India has always con­
sidered this expenditure as an unfortunate but ine­
vitable charge on its limited resources, but it can
no longer negle<1t the elementary duty of every Gov­
ernment to defend the integrity of its territory. Even
with this increase in its defence expenditure, India
spends proportionately much less than Pakistan. The
gross national product figures for Pakistan for the
years 1963 and 1964 are not available to me. I there­
fore looked into the budgets and I find that Pakistan
spent 46.15 per cent of its total revenues on defence
in 1963-1964, and 43.59 per cent in 1964-1965. The
comparable figures for India-even the increased
figures-are 36.18 per cent in 1963-1964, and33.5per
cent in 1964-1965. Further comments would be super­
fluous.
132. The Foreign Minister has distorted the simple
proposal made by my Prime Minister in London.
He says that the Prime Minister asked for a nuclear
guarantee, a nuclear umbrella or a nuclear shield.
He did nothing of the sort. He discussed the problem
8.8 to how best the nuclear threat to non-nuclear coun­
tries could be obviated. It is a fact that, with every
addition to the nuclear club, the problem of general
and complete disarmament becomes more complex.
It seemed that a joint declaration by all the major
nuclear Powers-please note, all the major nuclear
Powers-might act as a disincentive to non-nuclear
countries which may otherwise contemplate the pro­
tection of nuclear weapons themselves. It was hoped
that such a joint declaration would make it clear that
no nuclear State would be able, with impunity, to use
its nuclear capacity against a non-nuclear State. There
was no suggestion by my Prime Minister that nuclear­
and non-nuclear Powers should enter into any treaties
of guarantee or that the non-nuclear Powers should
be placed under a nuclear shield.



fJ.j Official Records of the Security Council, Nineteenth Year, U05th
Meeting, para. 42.

1090th meetings of the Securit'/ Council. It is enough
for me to say here that while India has been one of
the strongest supporters of the principle of se1£­
determination, that principle' does not apply in the
present case since it is not applicable to sections of
a people. If the policy of self-determination were to
be applied to parts of constitutionally created States,
most of them would be broken up. The plea of se1£­
determination in a plural society, as are most States
of Asia and Africa, could mean nothing but disinte­
gration. If Pakistan wants self-determination in Kash­
mir or Nagaland, constituent states of India, why
does it not grant self-determination to East Pakistan,
Baluchistan or the disputed territory ofPakhtunistan?

136. As regards Kashmir, I need only say that the
issue is one of aggression, of Pakistani aggression,
committed in 1947 and in 1948, and which continues
to this day. To this aggression has been added the
aggression of China. Pakistan has made peace with
the People's RepUblic of China by surrendering hunco

dreds of square miles of Kashmir territory which
never belonged to it and which it occupied by naked
aggression.

137. The Foreign Minister has insinuated that we
are aggravating the situation by trying to make certain
constitutional changes. He made a similar allegation
in the Security Council, and I repeat what I said then:

n••• Jammu and Kashmir is an integral part of
India, and we are not prepared to accept the right
either of Pakistan or of the Security Council to
put an injunction against our sovereign right to make
whatever constitutional changes we may consider
nec~ssary in a part of our own territory".2.1

138. Mr. Bhutto has also made crude attempts to
secure the sympathy of Muslims all over the world
by painting a lurid picture of alleged ill-treatment
and eviction of Indian Muslims. He has also patted
himself on the back by saying how well the minorities
are treated in his country. This is not the first time
that he has made this mischievous statement. The
proof of the pudding is in the eating.• The Indian census
figures for 1961 show that there has been an increase
of 25.6 per cent in the population of Muslims in Ind:ia
during the period 1951 and 1961 against an over-all
increase in the population of India of 21.5 per C€t'1t
-25.6 per cent in the case of Muslims as against
21.5 per cent in the case of others. Does this prove'
that Muslims are being driven out of India? The
Pakistan census figures on the other hand show that
there were 9.24 milllion non-Muslims in Pakistan
in 1951. The correspond) J figure for 1961 was 9.38
million. Is it not most remarkable that the population
of the minority community in Pakistan should have
remained almost stationary although the increase
in the popUlation of Muslims in Pakistan, according
to its own census figures during the decade, was
26 per cent. Had there been similar natural increase
in the number of non-Muslims, there should have
been an increase of well over 2.5 million. Why has
there been no such natural increase? During the year
1964 alone, 900,000 non-Muslims, of whom more
than 80,000 are Christians and Buddhists were driven
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133. The danger seen by the Foreign Minister of
Pakistan that India is attempting to "extend nuclear
hegemony into a non-nuclear area"-he means Asia­
"and thereby further complicate the already complex
problem of disarmament" [1319th meeting, para. 115]
exists only in his warped imagination. So far, India
has neither asked for nor received any nuclear guaran­
tee from anyone. May I remind him that it is not India,
but Pakistan, which, as a member of the SEATO
and CENTO military pacts, has attracted a nuclear
guarantee or umbrella and has extended nuclear he­
gemony into this area. If that is not so, if I am wrong
and the Foreign Minister says that he does not live
under the nuclear umbrella of SEATO and CENTO,
let him come up here and say so. He has chosen com­
pletely to ig.lore the dangerous implicationl'3 of the
only new nuclear element introduced during the last
year in Asia, namely, the Chinese atomic explosion
-an explosion which is contrary to repeated resolu­
tions of the United Nations and is in flagrant dis­
regard of world public opinion. On the contrary, he
seems to rejoice over the fact that, a few hundred
miles from his and our northern borders, the Chinese
are conducting nuclear tests, polluting the atmosphere
and making it impossible to make Asia a nuclear-free
zone. The Foreign Minister's only object seems to
be to divert attention from the Chinese explosion,
whitewash Peking's nuclear policy and shift the blame
to India.

134. The Foreign Minister of Pakistan thinks that
the fear of Chinese llggression and expansionism is
illusory. He is, to use his own phraseology, entitled
to his illusion that the People's Republic of China,
with a conventional army of 3 million men, and now
with nuclear capacity, "radiates a spirit of peaceful
ben~volence". He will forgive us if we cannot agree
with him, after our own experience with China, which
is the only country in the world today which believes
in the inevitability of war. He has insinuated that it
was India which was at fault. This, again, is quite
in line with what his Government has be~n saying
ever since the Chinese invasion. I can do no better
than quote, once again, what appeared in the Wash­
ington Post of 30 December 1963:

"The aggressive Indians opened fire on China
last year•••• The Voice of Peking? Not at all; these
are the words of Pakistan's Speaker of the Parlia­
ment, Mohammad Afzal Cheema ••• No doubt, using
this Alice-in-Wonderland logic, the Chinese troops
that occupied vast stretches of land claimed by
India were only pacific tourists seeking rare speci­
mens of botany."

The Foreign Minister now joins his illustrious com­
patriot.

135. The Foreign Minister of Pakistan has again
referred to Kashmir, self-determination and alleged
ill-trea,tment of Indian Muslims. We have already
exposed the distortions and misrepresentations of
the Foreign Minister in our interventions in the Gen­
eral Assembly in the seventeenth and eighteenth ses­
sions as well as in the Security Council in 1964. I do
not want to tire the patience of this Assembly by
repeating them once again. They can be seen in the
records of the 1141st, 1153rd, 1221st, and 1239th meet­
ings of the General AS$embly, and of the 1088th and
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The meeting rose at 1.15 p.m.

145. India has always tried to be friendly with Pakis­
tan, but such efforts have to be common if they are
to bear frUit. My Prime Minister visited President ­
Ayub in October 1964 and had with him what we thought
was a most friendly conversation. The atmosphere
created then was, however, vitiated by numerous of­
fensive statements made by the Foreign Minister of
Pakistan. Even so, we continued to make friendly
overturr~s to Pakistan. There was, however, no re­
sponsa from the Government of Pakistan.

146. That Government, aftt,r agreeing to India's re­
quest for an official-level conference for the purpose
of restoring tranqUillity and peace on the cease-fire
line and on the international borders with Pakistan,
at the last minute decided to postpone the conference
indefinitely. Likewise, the Home Ministers' Con­
ference which -was to be held towards the end of
November 1964 was also suddenly postponed by
Pakistan sine die. President Ayub was reported to
have said that the Conference may not be of much
value. Despite provocations, we in India are deter­
mined to pursue the path of peaceful settlement of
all our differences with Pakistan, but we are not
prepared to be coerced or blackmailed into submis­
sion. We want a just solution of all our problems
with Pakistan, but no right can come out of wrong
and justice cannot come by rewarding aggression.

147. The PRESIDENT: We shall conclude the general
debate this afternoon. I intend first to call on those
representatives who wish to exercise their right of
reply.

143. The calumny that the Ff"'reign Minister of
Pakistan has hurled on India here, the hate-India
campaign that goes on unceasingly in the Pakistan
Press and radio, and to which Pakistan's leaders,
including the Foreign Minister himself, contribute
liberally, has created an atmosphere in which mean­
ingful discussions with Pakistan have become im­
possible. As is apparent from the Foreign Minister's
statement, Pakistan wants .to create trouble between
India and its neighbours. It has already entered into
an anti-Indian collusion with China and is inciting the
Muslim citizens of India to abandon their loyalty to
India.

144. All this amply proves that Pakistan's professions
of seeking peaceful settlement of problems with India
are by no means genUine but are a sham. Pakistan's
main objective seems to be not to reduce tension or
seek any solutions of problems with India, but to keep
them alive and to exploit them for domestic political .
reasons.
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out of Pakistan into India. This is how the population
of the minority community is kept constant in Pakis­
tan. Which country is evicting its minorities? Is this
the treatment of minorities which the Foreign Minis­
ter of Pakistan is proud of?

139. The Foreign Minister accuses us of advocating
an exchange of population on religious grounds. In
support he has quoted the Chief Minister of West
Bengal as haVing stated that "the total evacuation of
Hindus from East Pakistan over a periodoffive years
was possible" [1319th meeting, para. 133J I do not
see the relevance of that quotation in this context.
This statement was obviously made on the basis of
the experience of last year's exodus of minorities
from Pakistan which showed a tremendous increase
in the tempo of expulsion as compared to that in the
decade 1951 to 1961. How the Foreign Minister of
Pakistan could twist this statement to mean exchange
of population beats me. I did not know that for him
the words evacuation and exchange of population were
synonymous.

140. Pakistan started out as a champion of Muslims
in Kashmir. It has now extended the scope of its
championship to the entire fifty million Muslims of
India. This is what President Ayub said on 1 Decem­
ber 1964, as printed in the Morning News of Dacca
on 2 December:

"'The rights of five crores (fifty million) ofIndian
Muslims could be safeguarded only by _a strong
Centre in Pakistan', President Ayub said here
today ••• 'The Paliamentary form of Government',
the President said, 'would weaken the Central Gov­
ernment in Pakistan thereby endangering the se­
curity of Indian Muslims'."

141. Here is a self-appointed guardian of Indian
Muslims. Pakistanis must forego their right to
democracy for the sake of the protection and the
security of Indian Muslims. Can self-denial go any
further? The fifty million Muslims of India certainly
do not need anybody's protection, least of all pro­
tection by the Government of Pakistan which cannot
even protect its own minorities.

142. Pakistan claims to be the spokesman for
Muslims. When Egypt was invaded in 1956 following
the nationalization of the Suez Canal, where was
Pakistan's solicitude for its Muslim brethren in
Egypt? Or is it that the Arabs, because they treat
their minorities well, are not as good Muslims as
the Pakistanis and therefore deserved no support?
On the contrary, Pakistan was one of the few coun­
tries whose sympathies were all with the invaders.
It was India which condemned the invasion, and the
loss of some Western goodwill that immediately fol­
lowed was fully exploited by Pakistan to its advantage.
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