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ITEM 9 OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

General debate (continued)

1. Mr. MURAYWID (Syria): Allow me at the outset
to express to you, Mr. President, the sincere con
gratulations of the delegation of the Syrian Arab
RepUblic on your election as President of the nine
teenth session of the General Assembly. It is a
Source of great satisfaction to see you presiding in this
difficult period of the life of our Organization, at a
time when only men of your calibre can steer our
deliberations. We consider your election as a great
tribute not only to you as a person of high qualities,
but also to your country and to the whole continent
of emerging Africa. The fact that you are presiding
today, only two years after a distinguished fellow
African presided over this august Assembly, is an
eloquent recognition of the resourcefulness and the
ever-increasing role of the African continent.

2. We are in duty bound to express also our appre
ciation to the outgoing President for the eminent
qualities which he displayed during his tenure of
office, and which reflected vividly the Latin American
tradition of wisdom and deep sense of justice.

3. Moreover, my delegation wishes to reiterate its
full confidence and faith in our Secretary-General,
whose statesmanship, great sense of responsibility,
and devotion to duty have always been a source of
inspiration in overcoming great difficulties and serious
crises. We express the hope that he will soon com
pletely recover and be with us to resume the duties
of his high office.

4. On behalf of the people and Government of Syria,
I should like to extend a hearty welcome to the three
fellow Member States who have joined our ranks. The
admission of Malawi, Zambia, and Malta is a tribute
to the heroic struggle of their peoples, who fought
valiantly to regain their freedom and independence.
We wish them well and look forward to co-operating
with them closely and fully.

1

1306th
PLENARY MEETING

Thursday, 17 Deoember 1964,
at 10.30 a.m.

NEW YORK

5. Our joy on the occasion of the admission of these
sister States will be enhanced when the other depen
dent countries take their seats in this hall. We
express the hope that the year 1965 will see the
elimination of all colonial regimes, down to the last
one.

6. The Syrian Arab Republic notes with great sati sfac
tion the triumphal march to freedom and statehood
of the many peoples of Africa, Asia and the western
hemisphere, since the historic gathering in Bandung
ten years ago.

7. As a result of the meeting of minds and spirit
of the Asian and African peoples, the national libera
tion movements in the two continents have gathered
great momentum, and the policy of non-alignment and
the principles of peaceful coexistence have received
great moral support. That policy and those principles
have become an accepted code of conduct in inter
national relations, have contributed to the lessening
of world tension, and have offered a "programme for
peace and international co-operation" [see A/5763]
of great significance.

8. The signatories to this programme adopted at
the Second Conference of Heads of State or Goyern
ment of Non-Aligned Countries, held in Cairo in
October of this year, with the active participation of
more than fifty member States from Europe, Latin
America, Asia, and Africa, have taken upon them
selves to co-operate fully with the United Nations
for the implementation of these lofty principles. As
a signatory to this programme, we earnestly commend
these principles to the serious consideration of our
distinguished colleagues.

9. We believe the principles put forward by this
programme can be of great assistance in finding
solutions to the problems which confront our Organi za
tion. Decolonization, respect for the right of peoples
to self-determination, racial discrimination, and the
policy of apartheid are vital issues which were
discussed at length by the conference of non-aligned
countries. Numerous resolutions have been adopted by
the General Assembly of the United Nations with
respect to these questions. and world public opinion
is becoming increasingly impatient with the slow
implementation, or the non-implementation of these
resolutions.

10. It is our duty as united and individual nations
to do our utmost to expedite decolonization every
where in the world. We believe that the continuation
of the hated colonial rule in Angola, Mozambique,
Southern Rhodesia, South West Africa, Southern
Arabia, Oman and elsewhere, is an insult to
the dignity of man. The time has come to put an
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today, if it continues unexposed and unchecked, could
be repeated with impunity any time and anywhere in the
world.

16. The representatives who preceded me have drawn
.a disqUieting picture of the situation prevailing in the
Congo. We cannot remain indifferent to what is taking
place there, for the struggle for peace and liberation
is one and indivisible. The emerging nations, there
fore, must join hands with the peace-loving countries
of the world in condemning aggression whenever and
wherever it may take place and in preventing its
recurrence.

17. Turning~ now to the Middle East, I shall endeayour
to outline the cuases of turmoil in Which our region
has been plunged since the creation of Israel. When
the colonial and imperialist Powers realized that the
struggle for liberation in the Arab nation was bound
to triumph, they conspired with international Zionism
to create an artificial state and a hotbed of tension
in the Middle East. The wealth. of the Arab land,
its oil resources and its strategic position are
basic factors to be taken into account for the proper
and accurate assessment of this problem.

18. Israel, by the very nature of Zionism, an aggres
sive, exclusive and discriminatory movement, cannot
associate itself with the. main stream of national
liberation mmTements in the world; Zionism and Israel,
as a matter of fact, are more akin to apartheid,
colonialist and neo-colonialist policies and practices.
Once this background of the Zionist State is brought
to light and exposed, the close idenUty of Israel
with imperialism unfolds itself to the eyes of the
outside world. This equally explains the organic
link betwe,en Israel, South Africa and Portugal,
despite some belated Israel attitudes tending to con
ceal this basic identity.

19. Since representatives are sufficiently familiar
with the tragedy of Palestine, I do not intend to go
into the historical developments of this question, which
is a classical example of colonialism unparalleled in
modern history. To our knowledge, there is noprece
dent resembling the plight of the Palestine people,
who were uprooted from their homeland by the
sheer use of brutal force and replaced by an alien
community assembled from the four corners 6f the
world. Recent history has shown that imperialist
outposts, be they Israel, Aden or Ascelision Island,
have been used as a springpoardfor aggression against
the vital interests of the peoples of Asia and Af-rica.
The continued existence of these outposts constitutes
a permanent hindrance to the progress and healthy
development of the emerging nations. .

20. When the Arab countries insist on the restoration
to the Palestine people of their lawful and inalienable
rights, it is because the issue is first andf6remost
a problem of colonial injustice, and a nationallibera
tion struggle against a continuous aggression and the
foreign military occupation sustained from outside by
powerful political support and colossal military and
financial aid. We trust that the gravityofthis situation,
in its true dimensions, will not' egcapethe attention
of all peoples who have attained independence after
a bitter struggle, as well as that of all peace-lOVing
countries in the world.

General Assembly - Nineteenth Session - Plen.ary Meetings'2

11 Special Com~itteeon the Situationwith regard to the ImplemElntation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial CCiuntries
and Peoples.

end to the appalling suffering of the subjugated
peoples. It is lamentable to see the colonial Powers
ignore the wind of change which is sweeping through
the old and new continents. The peoples of the
world can no longer be expected to tolerate the
continued subjugation and the untold sufferings of their
fellow men.

11. In this respect, it is worth mentioning the com
mendable work being performed by the Committee of
Twenty- Four, Y which has been entrust,~d with the
liqUidation of colonialism. My country, which takes
particular pride in participating in the activities of
that Committee, expresses the hope that it will com
plete its task at the earliest possible date, and that
it will also examine the situation prevailing in some
territories still subject to colonial rule and practices
such as Oman.

12. The non-aligned countries have, on various occa
sions, considered the questions of general and com
plete disarmament, the peaceful uses of atomic energy,
the prohibition of all nuclear tests, the prevention of
the dissemination of nuclear weapons and the abolition
of all such weapons.' For many years, these vital
issues have been discussed at the United Nations,
by the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament
at Geneva, and by the parties concerned. My delega
tion wishes to associate itself with previous speakers
who have expressed their concern for the lack of
genuine and substantial progress in this field. We
believe that the partial progress has fallen short of
the eX1Jectations of mankind for a world free from
fear and want.

13. The astronomical sums of money spent on arma
ments could have been put to a better use had they
been devoted to feed the hungry, cure the sick, and
create a healthier environment in which to live. In
this connexion, we whole-heartedly support the pro
posal put forward for the cr lvening of a world-wide
conference on disarmament, at the highest level,
to discuss the question of the cQmplete banning and
destroction of nuclear weapons, With a view to
reaching an agreement on the renunciation of the use
of these weapons.

14. The peoples of the world, desiring the mainten
ance of peace,eager to achieve disarmament and to ban
nuclear weapons, are profoundly disturbed by the per
sistent conspiring and manoeuvring of the colonialists,
imperialists and neo-colonialists. Wl\at is taking place
in South-East Asia, Southern Arabia, Oman, the Congo,
Cyprus and elsewhere constitutes a serious threat,
not only to the stability of those areas, but also to the
tranquillity and peace of the whole world. It is our
sacred duty to raise Qur voice in condemnation of the
use of force by colonial and imperialist Powers

.against the independence and territorial integrity of
the emerging nations.

15. This Assembly should also warn against the bad
'counsel of those who advocate the use of force in
.furthering national interests and attaining major goals
of policy" In fact, the new and sophisticated pattern
of inteN,ention which we are Witnessing in the Congo
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21. It is worth recalling in this respect the resolution
adopted by' the second conference of non-aligned
countries held in Cairo, which reads as follows:

"The Conference condemns the imperialistic policy
pursued in the Middle East and, in conformity with
the Charter of the United Nations, decides to:

"(1) Endorse the full restoration of all the rights
of the Arab people of Palestine to their homeland,
and their inalienable right to self-determination;

"(2) Declare their full support to the Arab people
of Palestine in their struggle for liberation from
colonialism and racism." [A/5763, section 1.]

This resolution clearly demonstrates the ever
increasing awareness of a great number of countries '
of the true nature of the Palestine problem.

22. As regards the struggle of the peoples of Oman,
Aden and the protectorates, and the other national
liberation movements in the southern and eastern
parts of the Arabian Peninsula, it is to be noted that
the conference of non-aligned countries condemned the
continued presence of foreign troops and military bases
in those territories, and called for their withdrawal
and liquidation. The conference equally called for the
free exercise by these peoples of their right to seIf
determination, an essential principle of the United
Nations Charter.

23. We appeal to this Assembly to condemn the con
tinued colonialist regimes and to urge the immediate
implementation of the resolutions of the United
Nations. We believe that all necessary political,
moral and material assistance should be rendered
to these national liberatL:m movements in their just
struggle against colonial rule. Such as~istance would
be in ·full conformity with the prOVisions of the Charter,
and would contribute to the creation of the conditions
of stability and well-being necessary to ensure
peaceful relations based on the right ofpeoples of self
determination, to the attainment ofwhich our Organiza
tion and various regional groupings are working
untiringly.

24. The Arab countries, animated by this spirit I?f

international co-operation, and as a positive contribu
tion to the efforts exerted by the United Nations in this
regard, have endeavoured in recent years to mobilize
their resources and to harness their potentialities
'tor the political, social and economic development
of their countries.

25. We are happy to note, in this conl1ex!on, that
the League of Arab States, which was eSi~ablishedin
1945 as the expression of this .concerted action, is
moving steadily towards the achievement of the
political, social and economic' aspirations of the
Arab nations. These peaceful and constructive aspira
tions are fully reflected in the resolutions which were
adopted by the two Arab ,~ummit conferences held
recently in Cairo.

26. Since it has become customary at the United
Nations. that Member states review, during the general
debate, the problem~ confronting them and assess the
progress.' achieved by their countries, I deem it fit
to highlight very briefly the political, social and
economic progress achieved by the Syrian Arab
Republic.
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27. My country, like rr"any other developing countries,
was left with a heavy legacy ofproblems which neces
sitated a rapid and radical solution. After many trials,
Syria bas chosen the socialist pattern of society
as the best means· to solve its problems, and to .
achieve social justice based on an equitable redistribu
tion of its wealth and equal opportunities for all its
citizens.

28. As a measure stemming from this policy, and
aimed at the full and optimum utilization of our
resources, the public ownership of the basic means
of production and major public utilities was decreed.
A programme of land utilization and land reform was
put into effect. Various measures were taken to make
credits for agricultural development and co-operative
societies more readily available, as a means of
coupling social justice with economic productivity. fro
ensure an optimum and adequate financing of develop
ment projects, both in the private and public sectors,
commercial banks were nationalized. Another set of
measures was also adopted to increase and diversify 
Syria's trade relations with other countries. The
subsequent increase in hard currency is being devoted
to broadening and strengthening the industrial struc
ture of our economy.

29. In the field of education, Syria is making great
strides in developing its educational institutions and
imprOVing their quality, with particular empha~is on
vocational training in agriculture and industry.

30. In the social field, reference should re made to the
progressive legislation enacted tri give maximum guar
antees to protect. the working class, and to allow
full participation of the various labour unions in the
economic and political life of the country. Labour
and management are further encouraged to harmonize
their interests for their mutual benefit and the O"trer
riding interests of the country.

31. Syria is determiD.ed to play its full role in the
quest for the attainment of Arab unity, socialism,
freedom and justice, the main goals of our national
struggle.

32. .One of the basic economic problems facing our
Organization is the great disparity between the devel
oping and the highly industrialized countries. In this
respect, credit should be given to our Secretary
General for having, on many occasions, stressed
this basic and alarming fact.

33. The United Nati(.)n Conference on Trade and
Development, held thiS year in Geneva, was a major
historical event. It was the first opportunity afforded
the developing countries on an international level to
press the highly industrialized countries for solutions
to their trade problems. The results of this conference,
however, fruitful as they are, do not fulfil all the
expectations of the developing countries, for the
following reasons.

34. First, the recommendation on· international com
modity arrangements, the removal of obstacles and
the expansion' of trade, states, among other things,
that the highly industrialized countries should elimin-

. ate, by 1970, all trade barriers confronting exports
from developing countries. We believe, however. that

. 1970 is too far away, and we would like to see an
earlier date specified.
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35i Secondly. it is unfortunate that the highly in
dustrialized' countries, did not make it: possible fox
the conference to adopt a compensatory finance
scheme, like the development insurance scheme. which
would' compensate developing countries for short-term
declines in their export earnings.

36. Thirdly. it is also t6 be' regretted that the two
recommendations on the gr'adual transformation ofthe
Special Fund and the initiation 6f operations of the
Capital Development Fund were. not unanimously
adopted.

37. These are a few examples of the unfulfilled ex-
. pectations of the developing countries. It is to be
hoped that what the conference failed to achieve in
Geneva will be realized by the Trade and Development
Board and by the next conference.

~\8. In conclusion. my delegation would like once
m.ore to sh~ess Syria's deep and unshakable faith in
the principles and high ideals of the United Nations.
W'e have consistently upheld the strengthening of the
authority of the United Nations in the face of the
formidable pressure to which it has been subjected.
In our view. the United Nations remains the hope
of the. international community and. in particular.
of the small nations. for the maintenance of inter
national peace and security based on justice and the
rule of law. We believe that the United Nations should
become the fomm for the discussion and peaceful
settlement of all international disputes. Any attempt
to by-pass the Organization. to weaken its authority.
or to adu~terate its functions and objectives. should
be strongly resisted and opposed by all.

39. Thi~ is why we are deeply concerned with the
difficulties facing our Organization at the present
time. We therefore earnestly hope that the serious
efforts being made. with the active participation of
our distinguished and able Secretary-General. will
be successful. so that our Organization will continue
to play its indispensable role in the service of
mankind.
40. My country is of the firm belief that the efforts
which our Organization is called upon to exert in
this direction will not bear all their fruits unless
the legitimate seat of China at the United Nations
is restored to the People's Republic of China. It is
our conviction that the United Nations cannot persist
in ignoring that great country. whose population
represents one-fifth of mankind. There are a number

. of issues of vital importance to the international
community which cannot be resolved without the
active ,participation of China. The presence of the
People's Republic of China. a country of outstanding
heritage of culture and civilization. and long experience
in international affairs. in our midst, .will greatly
enrich our Organization and enhance its work. We
express the hope that this V'ital question will be
settled in the course of the nineteenth session of the
General Assembly.

41. My delegation considers that one of the principal
means of strengthening the authority and action of
the international Organization would be the enlarge
ment of the principal organs. follOWing the considerable
increase in the membership of the United Nations
and the necessity of ensuring the appropriate repre-

sentation of, the newly independent states. Such an
•enlargement. which was recommended by the General
,Assembly at its previous session [;resolution,s 1991,

(XVUI)). should be put into effect as t,oon as POI,sible.
,so as to redress the present ineqUitable andunbaitanced
situation.

42. My delegatibI1 would like to avaU itself of this
opportunity to stress once more its complete readiness
to co:";'operate fully with the various organs olf the
Organization. and to contribute with' all therl'.leans
at its disposal to the success of the present session.
My country attaches the utmost importance to all
measures whereby the maintenance of international
peace and security based on justice and the rule
of law would be ensured. It would not spare allY
effort for the attainment of this highly cherished
ideal for the benefit of mankind.

43. Mr. DUGERSUREN (Mongolia): Mr. Presidlent.
allow me first of all to congratulate you sincel'ely
on your unanimous election to the post of President
of the nineteenth session of the General Assembly.
Our delegation wholly shares the view expressed by
many previous speakers that your election to this
high and responsible post does honour to Afrilca.
which is playing an increasing part in tht~ life and
work of. the United Nations. At the same time. we
also regard your election as further recognition of
the positive contribution which is being made by the
young indepelldent states. not only of Africa but of
other continents also. to the struggle for peace. !Cor
international co-operation and universal security. and
to the cause of strengthening the United Nations as
the instrument called upon to achieve these no,ble
aims.

44. Since the last session of the General Assembly
a number of important events have occurred which.
in my delegation's view. can have a positive effect
on the course of this session and the results it
achieves.

45. My delegation has in mind first and foremost
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment.1:.I That Conference formulated a number of im
portant recommendations aimed at imprOVing and
normalizing international economic and trade: relations
and set up permanent machinery to deal with q~estions

connected with the developnient of those relations
in strict observance of the interests of the dUferent
groups of States. The results achieved in that great
forum mark a major victory for those forces which
advocate the development of economic co-operation
among all States on the basis of the pri:nciples of
respect for their sovereign equality and mutual advan
tage. without discrimination or artificialres:trictions.
the forces which support the creation of eonditions
for the accelerated development of the developing
countries' national economies-which signifies prin
cipally the liqUidation of the perniciousconlsequences
of colonial domination.

46. In my delegation's. view. the Conference on Trade
and Development. despite its shortcomings and defects.
opened up a new and importantfield in the constructive
~ork of the United Nations and. at the ~~ame time.

YUnited Nations Conference on' Trl:1de and DevelOlpment held at
Geneva from 23 March to 15 June 1964. •
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shOWEd that practical steps must be taken to solve
theiiInportanteconomic problems which are already
begin.~iing to appear prominently in the work of the
Organization. The . Mongolian delegation considers
that the" present ses~ion must give serious attention
to consolidating the gains made at that Conference
and to seeking a solution to a number of important
problems concerning international economic and trade
relations which the Conference has as yet been unable
to solve constructively.

47. Another event ofgreat significance was the Second
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non
Aligned Countries, which was held at Cairo in October
1964. 'M That Conference clearly demonstrated the
effectiveness and the constructive role of the policy
of non-alignment, which has become the official policy
of countries comprising nearly half of the independent
States of the world.

48. The Declaration entitled "Programme for Peace
and International Co-operation", which was adopted
at that Conference, indicates realistic ways of solVing
such important problems of our times as the elimina
tion of colonialism and neo-colonialism, the implemen
tation of general and complete, disarmament, the
strengthening of the policy of peaceful coexistence,
respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
States, the peaceful settlement of disputes and other
problems appearing on the agenda of this session of
the General Assembly.

49. The results of the Cairo Conference have shown
that the policy of non-alignment is an effective
expression of the principles of peaceful coexistence.
In this connexion the Mongolian delegation expresses
its whole-hearted support for the recommendation of
the Conference of Non-Aligned Countries for the
adoption, on the occasion of the twentieth anniversary
of the United Nations, ofaDeclarationon the Principles
of Peaceful Coexistence.

50. The Government of the Mongolian People's
Republic also attaches great importance to the second
Conference of the States members of the Organization
of African Unity,.1I which expressed in its resolutions
the determination of the peoples of Africa to intensify
the struggle against imperialism and colonialism in all
its forms and manifestations, the struggle for peace
and friendship among the ?eoples of the world.

51. In my delegation's view ~ the Cairo Conferences
of the States members of the Organization of African
Unity and of non-aligned countries have demonstrated
once again the great efforts that the young independent
States are making in the struggle against imperialism
and colonialism, the struggle for peace and the freedom
of the peoples,

52. The socialist countries, consistently pursuing
their peace-loving foreign policy.. have as in previous
years taken practical steps aimed at strengtheningcon
fidence and peaceful co-operation among States and at
consolidating international peace and security-steps
Which are consonant with the spirit and requirements of
the United Nations Charter. This is attested, inparticu-,

11 Held'fl"cm 5 to 10 OCtober 1964.

jj First session ef the Assembly of Heads ofState and Government of
the Organizat;i0n of African Unity, held at Cairo from 17 to 21 JUly 1964.

lar, by the USSR proposal for the conclusion of an
international· agreement (or treaty) for the 'renunciation
by States of the use of force in the settlement of
territorial disputes and questions concerning.frontiers

, [A/5751] and the Memorandum'of the Soviet 90vern
ment on measures for the further reduction of inter
national tension and limitation of the arms race
[A/5827], which was submitted on 7 December 1964
for consideration at this session.

53. It is also attested by the recent decision of the
Government of the USSR to make a further cut of
500 million roubles in its military budget for 1965.
My delegation expresses the hope that other Powers
will follow this excellent example.

54. The concern of the socialist countries for the
improvement of the international situation and the
strengthening of peace is also clearly expressed in
actions taken by other socialist countries in the
field of foreign policy. 'fhe proposal of the Govern
ment of the Polish People's Republic for a freezing
of nuclear forces in central Europe, the proposal 0;
the Government of the German Democratic Republic
for the conclusion of a peace treaty between the
two German States and that Government's draft of a
treaty for the complete renunciation ofatomic weapons
by both German States, which was circulated among
the members of the Eighteen-NationCottlmittee on
Disarmament, and a number of other important pro
posals and actions in the field of foreign policy by
other socialist countries are indeed aimed atimprov
ing the general world climate and at normalizing the
situation and increasing stability in various parts oUhe
world.

55. All these factorcs create t.he appropriate qonditions
and prerequisites for the normal work of this session
of the General Assembly and for a businesslike discus
sion of the problems confronting the United Nations.

56. It must, however, be note'd. with regret that the
artificial inflation by the United States Government
of questions relating to the financial difficulties of
the United Nations is creating an atmosphere of
uncertainty and anxiety, a fact which must inevitably
affect the conditions in which this sessionhas to work.

57. Moreover, the actions of the ruling circles in
the United States and certain other NATO countries,
which are directed against peace and tranqUillity
and against the freedom and national indeperidence of
the peoples, are aggravating the international situation
and causing grave prejudice thereby to the relaxation of
tension in international relations which has resulted
from the conclusion of the Moscow Treaty on the
prohibition of nuclear weapon tests in three environ
ments §j and a number of sUbs'equent measures taken
in the spirit of that Treaty. --

58. The situation of South-Ea.st Asia, and in South
Viet-Nam in particular, is caul,sing anxiety all over
the world. 'For many years now the United States
has been waging a senseless brutal war against the
patriotic forces of South Viet-Nam. In gross violation
of the terms of the 1954 Geneva Agreement, the
United States has converted South Viet-Nam into an

51 Tr~aty banning nuclear Weapon tests ill the atmosphere, in oUter
. space llnd under water, signed at Mosc~w On 5 August 1963.
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69. Weapons of mass destruction have become so
perfected and stockpiles ofthese weapons have become
so great that in the event of armed conflict entire
countries could be Wiped off the face of the earth,
while mankind and the civilization it had created

that country's partners among .the members of the
Organization of American States are pursuing with
regard to the Republic of Cuba. That policy, whose
instruments include subversive activities and political
and economic blockade, is aimed at forCibly changing
the social system which has been freely chosen by
the Cuban people and which is highly distasteful to
reactionary circles in those countries. All those who
are for justice and respect the rules of international
law and the principles of the United Nations Charter
must condemn actions of this kind.

65. Our people stands resolutely by the side of the'
Cuban people in its struggle against the aggressive
schemes of the imperialists, its struggle to consoli
date its revolutionary gains.

66. The Mongolian People's RepUblic, as a peace
loving Asian State, is also profoundly concerned at the
dangerous situation which has arisen in its vicinity.
Korea continues to be split into two parts and no one
knows how long this abnormal situation may last.
~or more than ten years now the people of South
Korea have been SUbjected to brutal foreign exploita
tion as a result of their country's transformation
into a United States military base. The so-called
"Korean question" appears each year on the agenda
of the General Assembly; under that item we are
asked to discuss the report of the so-called "United
Nations Commission for the Unification and Rehabili
tation of Korea", which always seeks to justify the mili
tary occupation of South Korea. Our delegation con
tinues to hold the view that the Korean question-more
accurately the question of the restoration of Korean
unity-is an internal affair of the Korean people itself
and that the United Nations has no right to discuss
it. The only correct method of solving the Korean
problem is to put an end to the military occupation of
the southern part of Korea and to have the United
States troops immediately withdrawn from that coun
try. This alone will enable the Korean people to

. decide their own fate without foreip;n intervention.

: '67. This far from complete account indicates how
dangerous still are the forces opposed to peace and
friendly co-operation among States, to the freedom,
independence and normal economic and social develop
ment of the peoples. At the same time it shows that
the ruling circles in certain Western Powers, and
first and foremost the United States, are tiIile and
again resorting to the "positions of strength" policy
which, in view of the present alignment of forces,
may have the most dangerous consequences.

68. One of the features of our times is the steadily
increasing awareness on the part of the peoples of
the world that the arms race and the accumulation of
armaments cannot continue any longer, since they
are not oniy diverting enormous human and material
resources from their true purpose-the creation of
material values for the good of mankind.-but are
increasing the likelihood and the danger of a thermo
nuclear world war.

General Assembly - Nineteenth Session - Plenary Meetings6

armed camp from which it is committing aggressive
acts against the Democ.ratic Republic ofViet-Nam and
interfering in the domestic affairs of Cambodia and
Laos. Moreover, some responsible persons in the
Pentagon are strongly advocating the extension of
the war to neighbouring countries, and in particular
to the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. To jUdge
by Press reports, the United states is endeavouring
to use its old and favourite imperialist methods
in this regard and is goading its puppets in South
Viet-Nam into this dangerous venture.

59. The Mongolian people and its Government stanf:.
resolutely beside the Viet-Namese people in its
struggle against the aggressive acts of the imperialists
and their lackeys. Our delegation has stated before and
now states once again that neither brutal punitive
measures nor vast expenditures of dollars nor frequent
changes ef puppets will be able to save a regime in
South Viet-Nam which has become anathema to the
people.

60. The Mongolian people calls upon the United
states to withdraw its troops from the South-East
Asian ref6,'ion immediately. Only when that is done will
the dangerous centre of international conflict in that
region be eliminated.

61. The far from stable situation in the Congo has
recently deteriorated sharply as a result of the armed
intervention by Belgium and the United States in that
country, with the assistance of the United Kingdom'
Government. That armed intervention was undertaken
011 the pretext of rescuing the white population-the
so-called hostages. This is an old and' favourite
method of the colonialists. The true nature and purpose
of that open internvention are clear to anyone who is
objective. The representatives of a number of African
States, in their statements in the Security Council,
have once again completely exposed the aggressive
nature of the United States and Belgian venture.

62. The situation in the Congo is fraught'Nith danger
not only for the people of that country, but also for
the freedom and independence of all the peoples of
the African continent. Foreign intervention in the in
ternal affairs of the Congo must be stopped forthwith
and all foreign troops, including mercenaries, must be
withdrawn from that country in order to avoid a repeti
tion of the bitter lessonof the past and to prevent the
crisis from worsening. The Mongolian People's
Republic supports the efforts of the O:cganization of
African Unity to solve the Congo problem in the inter
ests of strengthening peace and security in Africa.

63. The Mongolian people is follOWing the course of
events in Cyprus with anxiety. !tis common knowledge
that certain NATO Powers, for selfish ends, are
attempting to sow dissension among Cypriots ofGreek
and Turkish origin, thus creating 'a serious threat to
the freedom and independence of the Republic of
Cyprus. We are in favour of settling the Cyprus
question by giving the Cypriots th€:nselves full
opportunity to solve their internal problems in the
interests of preserving and strengthening the soveignty
and territorial integrity of that State.

64. The Mongolian delegation strongly condemns the
policy of gross intervention and blackmail which
the Governments of the United States and of some of

~
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would suffer incredible losses. In these circumstances,
the· question of removing the threat of thermonuclear
war has become most acute. This aim can be achieved
only through the implementation of general and com
plete disarmament.

70. The Mongolian People's Republic has expressed
resolute support for the immediate implementation of
general and complete disarmament under strict inter
national control. The Government of the Mongolian
People's Republic has endorsed the idea of convening
a world disarmament conference in which every
state in the world would take part.

71. Our delegation considers it unnecessary to expa
tiate here on the lack of progress on the question of
disarmament and the futility of the work of the
Eighteen-Nation Committee which has been devoting
itself to this question for more than three years. The
representatives of the socialist countries and of
other States which genUinely desire the rapid imple
mentation of general and complete disarmament have
spoken on this subject in sufficient detail and have
completely exposed the reasons for this far from
normal state of affairs.

72. Without in any way belittling'the importance of
destroying conventional armaments, our delegation
would like t(\ place particular stress on the idea that
disarmament should beg\n with the elimination of the
means of waging thermonuclear war, i.e., with general
nuclear di~armament. In other words, the question of
·he universal prohibition of all types ofnuclear weapon
tests, the prevention of the further spread of such
weapons and the prohibition and elimination of these
weapons of mass destruction and of the means for
their delivery must be regarded as the crucial and
foremost question in the entire complex of measures
for the implementation of general and complete dis
armament.

73. The memorandum by the Soviet Government on
measures for. the further reduction of international
tension and limitation of the arms race puts forward,
along with other, partial, measures. important pro
posals aimed at the speedy achievement of the aims
I have indicated. My delegation therefore urges the
General Assembly to give very serious consideration
to the proposals contained in that important document•.

74. In this connexion, my delegation also stresses the
importance of the proposal by the Government of the
Polish People's RepUblic for a freeZing of nuclear
arms in Central Europe, to which I referred at the
beginning of this statement. and also of the proposal by
the Government of the German Democratic RepUblic,
whereby the two German States would undertake not
to manufacture or by any means acquire nuclear
weapons and not to allow other States to station
such weapons in their territories.

75. The Mongolian People's RepUblic also supports
the proposals of other States aimed at reaching agree
ment on the prohibition and elimination of weapons of
mass destruction.

76. OUr Government appeals to the nuclear Powers
to reach agreement at the earliest possible date on
the prohibition of underground testing of nuclear
weapons,and at the same time calls on those States

which have not yet acceded to the Moscow Treaty to
become parties to it and scrupulously to observe
its provisions. Our Government has expressed support
for the convening of a conference to sign a convention
prohibiting the use of nuclear·weapons. an event which
would represent an important step towards theelimina
tion of such weapons.

,77. In the light of what I have said, it is clear what
irreparable harm to the cause of international peace
and security would result from the creation of the
so-called multilateral NATO nuclear force which the
Governments of the United States and the Federal
Republic of Germany have been strenuously pro
moting in recent days.

78. Our Government and public opinion in our country
are strongly opposed to the creation of this force,
since that would mean giving the West German mili
tarists and revanchists access to nuclear weapons.
In addition to all its other consequences the execution
of this plan would create a major obstacle to the
achievement of agreements on the question of the
implementation of general and complete disarmament
under strict international control and on partial
measures aimed at promoting a relaxation of inter
national tension and averting the threat of a world
war.

79. In this connexion, the Mongolian delegation states
that the German problem, which directly bears on
peace and security in Europe and throughout the world,
must not be solved in a way that would encourage the
revanchist claims of the militarists in the Federal
Republic' of Germany and would mark a concession to
their desire to obtain nuclear weapons.

80. The existence of two sovereign German States
in Europe-the German Democratic RepUblic and the
Federal Republic of Germany-is an indisputable fact.
Yet western propaganda, deliberately distorting the
true facts, is endeavouring to make out that only one
German State exists-the Federal RepUblic of Ger
many, which presumably represents the German
people.. At the same time, certain Western repre....
sentatives are making dema.gogic spe~ches about the
need to recognize the German people's right of self
determination. This manoeuvre is designed to justify
the deSire of the Vlest German militarists to swallow
up the German pemocratic Republic.

81. In certain Western circles recently a discussion
has been deliberately started on the pOflsibility of a
rapid solution of the problem of unifying Germany.
We do not deny the importance of a unification of
Germany on a peaceful democratic basis, but we Would. . ..;~

pnint out that the mere fact of the existence oJ
two German States is not a threat to peace. As
everyone knows, a united militaristic Ger;rnany has
twice subjected mankind to destructive War. The
danger lies in the policy ofmilitarism andr(~vanchisI1Ll

that is being pursued by the Government ofthe Feders.!
Republic of Germany.

82. The Government of the German Democratic
RepUblic. on the other hand, pursues a peace-loving
policy aimed at strengthening world peace and develop
ing good-neighbourly relations with all States. This
policy of the German Democratic Republic is based
on the principles ensh~nedin the United Nations Char-
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97. In our opinion, one of the most important
means that the young independent States can use in
a successful struggle against neo-colonialism is the
accelerated development of an independent national
economy and ,the expansion of co-.operation withaU
other St!.tteson a truly equal footing..

94. There are still today, in Africa alone, over twenty
colonies, protectorates and other dependent terri
tories, with a total popUlation of some 25 million.
Blood is being shed in Angola, Mozambique, so-called
Portuguese Guinea, Aden, Oman, and many another
dependent territory; where the colonial Powers are
taking cruel reprisals against peoples fighting for
their freedom and independence. OUr delegation
pledges the staunch support of its people and Govern
ment to the peoples of colonial and dependent countries
which are engaged in a heroic struggle for liberation
from. alien domination. It declares that it is high time
to put an end, once and for all, to the misdeeds of
the colonialists.

95. The United Nations must take all possible mea
sures to ensure the effective implementation of the
Declaration on the granting of independence .to colon
ial countries and peoples and of its other resolutions,
adopted with reference to separate territories.

96. The strugr;le against neo-colonialism is becoming
as vital as the struggle for the complete liberation
of colonial and' dependent countries and territories.
As correctly noted in the Declaration of the Cairo
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non
Aligned Countries, racial discrimination, economic
pressure, .subversion, intervention and the threat of
force are favourite neo-colonialist devices•.

new· States-MalaWi, Zambia and Malta--on,the oeea:" .
sion of their admission to membership in the United
Nations.

92. It is encouraging to note that the a.rea of freedom
and progress is widening, while the territory under
colonial domination is steadily being reduced. Of the
fifty-nine Asia.nand African countries which' are
Members of the United Nations, the great majority
achieved national independence since the Second
World War.

93. Yet it cannot be said that the process of decoloni
zation is keeping pace with the reqUirements of our
time. The reason for this abnormal Situation lies not
in any failure on the part of' the peoples of colonies
and dependent territories to give full expression to
their desire for freedom and independence, but in the
stubborn refusalofthe so-called administering powers
to give effect to the prOVisions of the historic Declara
tion on the granting of independence to colonial coun
tries and peoples [resolution 1514 (XV) l.

98. In this. connexion, our delegation wishes to
state that tbe .Geneva Conference on Trade andDevelop
ment was., a step forwa!d in intensifying the. struggle
against neo-colonialism. 'It took important decisions
aimed at strengthening' the economic'posit16n of ihe
young States and consolidating the material founda
tions of the policy of peaceful coexistence ofcQ\lntries
with different social systems and. of nattons great,
and small. ,., . '" . ;.;

8

87. The threat which these foreign military bases
r~present to the freedom and independence of peoples
is .being increasingly recognized by world pUblic
opinion.

88. The independent States of Africa have come out
strongly in favour of the liquidation ofinilitary bases
in their continent. The Second Conference of Non
Aligned Countries at Cairo has called on the States
which maintain troops and bases in other countries
to remove them at once.

89. The MongoUan peop~e condems the plans ofthe
United States and other Powers to set up, bases in the .
Indian .Ocean and demands 'the immediate liquidation
of the military bases of the imperialist Powers
situated in Taiwan, in Okinawa, inside Japan, in South
Korea and elsewhere in Asia and Oceania. It also
advocates the rapid liqUidation of all other military
bases, wherever th~y may be.

90. . We believe that the time has come for the
United, Nations to hold a separate debate on the
question of the liquidation of military bases in foreign
territories and to adopt resolutions consonant with the
,.'. ,.', " 1·. ' '. . .

ever-growing demands of peoples and peace-loving ..
States. . .

91... On the opening day of the current session, the
Mongolian ,d~legation associated itf?elf with the con
gratulations ad~ressed to the representatives ofthree

ter.The Governmentof the GermanDemocratic Repub
lic, tirelessly seeks ways of,facilitating the just settle- .
ment of the German problem in accordance'with the
vital interests of the entire German people and puts
forward practical ,'proposals designed to improve and
normalize relations between the two German states.

83. The only correct solution of the Germanproblem
is. the recognition of both German states and their
subsequent admission to membership in the United
Nations, theconelusion of a peace treaty with them,
and the development of nor~~l relations between
these two States. Such a' soluti0n of the German prob
lem accords with, the vital interests of the German
people and of the peoples of Europe and the entire
world.

84. Among the partial measures designed to promote
the reaching of an agreer'::.cnt on general and com
plete d:isarmament, our -delegation attaches special
importance to the liquidation of military bases in
foreign territories.

85. Events in South-East Asia, the Congo, Cyprus,
and a few other parts of the world show how great
a danger the military bases represent to the cause
of international peace and security. They are con
stantly being used by the old and new colonial Powers
for intervention in the domestic affairs of other
States\vi.th a view to suppressing the national libera
tion movements.

86. The imperialist Powers have enmeished many
parts of the world in a network of military bases. The
Upited States alone has over 2,200 military bases
s~atteredover ninety different countries and regions.
Tbese bases are 'aimed primarily at the socialist
countries and other peace-loving States. They are
a constant source of international tension.
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99, Thepo~icy. of 'apartheiQ, that worst ofthf\: lega
cies ;of colQnialism, is a great evil where' all peoples:
of the African continent are concerned.

100. The imp~rialistPowers are anxious toperpetu
ate. the racist regime in the Republic of South
Africa as a. focus of infection in the body of Africa
which will maintain the continent in a state of
fever and represent a continuing threat, to inter
national peaQe and security.

101. The Mongolian people and Government strongly'
condemn the poli'cy of apartheid and believe that it
is high time for the United Nations to take the
necessary action to ensure implementation of its
resolutions directed against that policy.

102. The problems with which the United Nations
is faced as a result ofconternporary developments
in international life all point to the urgent need to
strengthen the United Nations and make it. more
effective;

103. When we think of strengthening the United
Nations as the international organization calledupon to
be a centre for harmoniZing the actions of nations
in the attainment of its purposes and principles, our
first question is: in how far is' the principle of
the universality of its membership being observed?
In this respect, all is far from well. Indeed, because
of the short-sighted policy of certain Western Powers,
the People's RepUblic of China, which is one of the
founding Members of the United Nations and a perm
anent member of the Security Council, is still being
denied its lawful rights in the United Nations.

104. On the other hand, faced with the growing
clamour of world public opinion for the restitution
of the rights of the People's Republic of China in the'
United Nations, some circles in the West have been
adumbrating the possibility of recognizi.ng the exis
tence of two Chinas.

105. Our delegation categorically opposes this "two
Chinas" concept. It demands that the United Nations
should as rapidly as possible remedy this crying
injustice, where the place of the People's Republic
of China in the Organization l's occupied by the
Chiang Kai-shek clique, which the Chinese people
repudiated long ago. The People's RepUblic of China
must take its' rightfUl place in the United Nations:
the sooner this is done, the better for the United
Nations itself.

106. We are also in favour of admitting all other
States which meet the reqUirements of the Charter.
Another important measure to strengthen the United
Nations consists in bringing the composition of its
principal organs into line with th~ great changes in
its membership in recent years. In tins connexion, our
delegation takes pleasure in informing the Assembly
that the Government of the Mongolian People'S Repub
lie is prepared in the very near future to ratify the
resolution .adopted by the General Assembly at its
eighteenth . session . with regard. to' expanding the
membership of the Security Council ami the Economic
and Social Council '[resolution 1991 (XVIII».

107. The'problems' of the modern world lay com
plex tasks upon the United Nations. In 6rde~,.thatit
may successfully solve' these problems We . must

steadilY increase; the effectiveness of its, activity on
the basis. of strict.compliance with the Charter,which'
is the unshakabl~ foundation it stands upon.

108. Many of the speake'rs who have preceded me
dwelt at. some length" ,in one context o~ ,another, on
the 'United Nations operations in the Near East and
in the Congo., and showed a· tendency to .explain the
present .financial difficulties of, the United. Nati.ons
solely by the. fact that these operations were ca;:rri~d

out. They did not trouble to ask themselves whence
came the need to undertake those OPerations, how
were the r~levantdecisions taken, and,to what extent
the armed forces which operated under the United
Nations flag carried out the tasks which they should
have carried out in strict accordance with the pur- .
poses of the United Nations.

109. Our del~gationfirmly believes that in all cases·
in which the use of United Nations armed forces
might be called for, such questions should be answered.
first-in other words, that the prov~si.ons of the
United Nations Charter should always be faithfully
observed.

110. The Mongolian People's RepUblic favours the
strengthening of the United Nations as an in,strument
for the maintenance of peace and is ready to support
any and all proposals to that end. In particular, our
delegation supports the Soviet Governmen~'smemor
andum of 10 July 1964 on measures to increase the
effectiveness of the United Nations in maintaining
international peace and security [A!5721].Webelieve
that this memorandum furnishes a sound basis for a
fruitful discussion and positive solution of questions'
relating to the strengthening of the United Nations
on the basiS of strict compliance with the Charter.

• ~ .., .... : 1:

111. In its foreign policy,.lthe Mongolian People's
RepUblic is guided by the principle of the peaceful
coexistence of States with different social systems.
From the day on which it was first proclaimed, the'
policy of peaceful coexistence has served' to defend .
and strengthen all that is revolutionary, progressive
and just in its struggle against the forces of reaction. ,'.
It is gaining increasing recognition, and in prese~t

circumstances it is the only ~lternative to a worla
war•

112. One of the most important'points in the foreign'
policy of the Mongolian People's RepUblic is support.
for the national liberation movement and the further
de'Vielopment of friendly relations with the newlyinde-:
pendent states.

113. Qur country is interested in developing mutually
profitable economic relations, on an equal footing,
with all States.

114. It views the further eXpansion of friendly rela-::
tions and co-operation with all States and the steady
development of its economy and culture as its contri-"
bution to the attainment of the lofty purpoSes "and·
prinCiples of the United Nations Charter. '

115. In" conclusion, . may I' eXp~e.ss it1,l,e: hope of my
delegation that the General Assembly at' its nineteenth·
session will be able to overcome its tempor'ary
difficulties and complete its work .successfully,and
that it will bring about the necessary,conditions:
whereby the year .1965maytruly'be.comethEbYear.,
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economic progress there can be no lasting peace in
the world.

122. We in Malaysia cannot disguise the fact that,
in common with many nations, we, too, have felt
that the results so far achieved have fallen far
short of the urgent and vital needs ofthe international
community. But equally do we recognize that the real,
attainable objective of the conference, which was
achieved, was to make a start on a long and laborious
journey, to push away from the forces of inertia
that had gripped and compartmentalized the economies
of the world. The immediate and imperative deed
is to translate into effective and prompt action the
institutional structure envisaged for it, so that the
conference may not remain just another might-have
been in the mausoleum of history ~ and become
the fountain spring at whiCh many a developing
country may quench its thirst fm' prompt assistance
and rapid development towards economic well-being..

123. Another milestone in the march of the inter
nationa.l community towards universal peace and
co-existbnoe wa.s passed with the recent conclusion of
the very successful conference in Cairo. My Govern
ment finds in the final declaration of the Cairo con
ference an articulation of all its own dreams and hopes
for world peace and international co-operation. My
Prime Minister, in his letter of warm appreciation
to the organfz.ers of the conference upon its success
ful conclusion, expressed himself, inter alia, as
follows:

"The Government and people of Malay's/.a. have
been closely following the progress of the delibera
tions of the leaders of the non-aligned countries,
and we would like to associate ourselves with the
success you have thus achieved at the conference.
As a small and peace-loving country, Malaysia
particularly values the principle enunciated in the
Cairo declaration declaring that all States must
abstain from the threat or use of force against
the territorial integrity and political independence
of other States. In fact, Malaysia would reiterate
its condemnation 0f any imperialistic or neo
imperialistic policy of any country on the territories
of the States in Africa and Asia."

124. My Government's attitude towards colonialism is
well known. As a State which in its own turn has
sought and achieved its own liberation, by its own
unaided strength, Malaysia prizes its freedom with
jealous care, and longingly looks forward to the
remaining pockets of colonialism being wiped off
the face of the earth, so that p in the words of the
Charter, "faith in fundamental human rights, in the
dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal
rights of men and women and of nations large and
small," may become the reality of today rather
than the ideal of tomorrow.

125. May I be permitted once again to repeat the
words of welcome which I addressed to the three
new Member States, Malawi, Zambia and Malta~ which
we had the pleasure of welcoming to the fold of inde
pendent states at the opening of this session. May 1,
too, be permitted to say that, by their separate
contributions to this debate, they have a1.ready given
evidence of the assistance that this Organization is

21 Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventeenth Session,
S1;!Pplement No. lA, sect. VI.

()f international co-operation, the year of the triumph
of the universality principle of the United Nations,
and the year in which colonialism will be wiped off
the face of the earth.

116•. Mr. RAMANI (Malaysia): Mr. President, at the
outset let me repeat to you my Government's and
my delegation's warm felicitations on your unanimous
election as President of this session of the General
Assembly. May I also, at the same time, offer our
meed of tribute to Mr. SOSR Rodrfg-uez, not only
for his efficient and businesslike conduct of the last
session but also, and more especially, for the diligent
work he undertook and the decisive contribution
he made, up to the very moment when he handed over
this high office to you, in finding a solution to the
serious problem that has bedevilled the normal con
duct of affairs of this Assembly.

117. Several representatives and ministers of
Government have already drawn attention to the
blanket of fog that has enveloped this nineteenth
session, so that the future of the J"nited Nations
can only be seen, if it can be seen at all, as through
a glass darkly. Over the last three weeks we have
been feeling our way, step by step. The pace is slow
because of the vacuum of uncertainties through which
we have to wind our weary way, but we are moving
forward, and the Organization, with its innate resil
ience, appears capable of adapting itself to the new
situation. If only we remain united as nations, and
if we have the will to keep moving, we shall certainly
find the way.

118. The year that has passed since we last met
has taken us one significant step forward towards the
promotion of "social progress and better standards
nf life in larger freedom", in the words of the Charter.
In the wise words of the Secretary-Generals .the
"division of the world into the rich and poor is much
more real and much more serious, and ultimately much
more explosive, than the division of the world on
ideological grounds". 2J .

119. The United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development has provided a sufficient impetus towards
smoothing the rough edges of this division, and holds
rich promise of obliterating them in human terms,
if not in terms of political power. In the integrating
processes of the "one world" to which we all aspire,
the developed and the developing countries have learned
from this conference the language of interdependence
and the fact that the need of each for the other is
mutual and reciprocal.

120. It would be unrealistic to assume that all eXisting
problems have been solved, but it is encouraging to
note that the conference has brought the realization
in every quarter that there can be no true progress
at all, anywhere, without these complexproblems being
faced up to with determination, and acceptable solu
tions either reached or initiated. .

121. The ancient collocation of words in the phrase
"peace and progress" has now lent itself to a reversal
of the order, so that there is universal acceptance of
the truth that progress comes first and that without·

!
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shadow play has beguiled the world, so that an effective
enforcement measure to end, once and for all, this
crime against humanity may find no further excuses
for postponement.

130. I cannot uonclude this brief outUlle of my coun
try's attitudes towards international problems without
referring to the tragedy of Tibet. The denial of human
rights anywhere is a cause of concern to hUl.-nan
beings everywhere, but the shadows that have fallen
on the breath-taking beauty of that fair land are
deepening into darkness, and we have a duty to its
people, hounded from their homes, deprived of even
their pitiful personal possessions and, last but not
least, denied even the solace that a religion of infinite
compassion can bring to the agonies of their souls.
My delegation, in due time, will support the discussion
of this item proposed by El Salvador, Nicaragua and
the Philippines.

131. One other matter to which I should like to refer
briefly is the question of disarmament, particularly
nuclear disarmament. The history of disarmament
debates in the several organs of the United Nations
and special committees warns one against hoping to
offer any suggestions that may be either new or orig
inal, which either in whole or in part had not been
considered and, of course, rejected some time or
other in the recent or distant past. It may be thought
that it is perhaps too easy for us smaller States to
advise the larger States to disarm, but I venture
to think that there is one positive step all States,
large· and small, with or without nuclear capability,
can take. This will be a natural corollary to the formal
act of adhesion tq the nuclear test-ban treaty, which
has been signed by 105 States.

132. My delegation suggests the creation of a con
vention directly proceeding from a resolution of this
Assembly-without being side-tracked and killed in the
Committee on Disarmament-calling upon all non
nuclear Powers to declare that they will neither
develop nuclear capacity nor acquire or accept nuclear
weapons for any purpose. The effect of all the States
signing the test-,ban treaty was to freeze further
development of nuclear weaponry even in the hands
of the nuclear Powers. The convention that I propose
will deal with the problem of what not to do with the
weapons that exist.

133. I recall that, at the sixteenth session of the
Assembly, this problem was debated at the initiative
of Sweden. Not unexpectedly, it evoked a myriad
objections. But that was before the test-ban treaty.
The world situation has changed significantly as a
result of that treaty. It occurs to us that a further and
fresh approach to the idea of the non-nuclear club
may well be worth while. This will help to attack
the problem of proliferation of nuclear weapons from
two sides-the giver as well as the taker. Even by way
of mobilizing world opinion against proliferation, even
if its effecUveness is limited, it is worth pursuing.

134. There are a variety of other matters due for
discussion at this session, and my delegation will
express its views on them at the appropriate time.

135. The most important problem that has dominated
our thinking in recent weeks has been the question
of peace-keeping operations and, more especially,

127. The problem of Southern Rhodesia is a problem
apart, and it is gratifying to note that fresh winds are
now blowing through the corridors ofvVhitehall, sweep
ing away the many well-spun constitutional cobwebs that
had persisted too long in prOViding their adornment.
In according his full support to Prime Minister Wilson ~'

of the United Kingdom in hiS attitude towards Southern
Rhodesia, my own Prime Minister wrote, inter alia:

11 My Government wishes to state that a unilateral
declaration which rules·outAfrican majority govern
ment is unacceptable, and reiterates in conjunction

. with other Commonwealth countries its support for
the basis of Southern Rhodesian independence as
laid down in the final communiqu~ of the recent
Prime Ministers' Come-rence."

7/ Special Committee on the Policies of apartheid of th,a Government
of the Republic of South Mrk'a.

We may therefore lookforward to our African brothers
in Southern Rhodesia achieving their freedom sooner
than we had dared to hope.

128. Then there is the question of South Africa. South
Africa is too much with us, and as a problem it has
contrived to remain too long. My Government's attitude
towards the South African Government and its policy
of apartheid are well known and need no reiteration.
Malaysia regards its membership in the special com~
mittee on apartheid]j as a role of honour as well
as a call to duty, and we will continue to give all the
assistance that we are capable of to the sacred
cause of ridding humanity of the shame of apartheid,
notwithstanding the contumacious disregard by the
Government of that unfortunate country of the coun
sels of its friends and the requests of the organs
of the United Nations.

129. We in Malaysia have often wondered if, indeed,
the Security Council performance on the South African
question is anything more than the picturization of
pugilists in action in a shadow play. Nobody is hurt,
and everyone departs as gentlemen. The debate on the
special committee's report and recommendation to the
General Assembly [A/5825 and Add.l] will be the
appropriate 'occasion when we hope to lay bare the
art, the artistry and· the artifice with which this

entitled to expect, and they are willing to provide, of
stirring idealism, maturity of thought, and sober

. presentation.

126. It is impossible, ,even a~ the risk of repetition,
not to remind ourselves that the liberation of the
portuguese colonial peoples on the continent ofAfrica
is long overdue. And, lest we forget, may I recall
to the attention of the Assembly that these colonial
pockets of Portugal are also to be found in Asia
on the island of Timor, on the Indonesian archipelago,
and in the province of Macao on the mainland of China
whose existence is often obscured by reason of the
geopolitical attitudes of neighbouring countries, which

.desire to make hay while the sun shines, replenishing
their military arsenals under cover of the deceptive
peace that they encourage others to believe happily
lies over these colonies. Unless we mean our pro
tests against colonialism as Inere sound and fury,
signifying nothing, our duty to these peoples in Asia
is no less.
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phrase-into accepting our owri; View, hoWever" con
vinced we are that the other view' lis 'wholly wrong;
illogical, disingenuous, even dishonest. Otherwise, our
periodic protestations of support for peaceful coexis
tence remain a transparent faQs,de behind which the
reality is only too, visible.

140. If this basic right of each State to be left alone
in the pursuit of its own destiny-however ideologically
unacceptable to another-is not the foundation of the
purposes and principles of the Charter, then we
determine to turn round and go back to the pre-1945
world and the law of the jungle. The Charter becomes
no more than a scrap of paper-to use a notorious
historical phrase. Soon after the First World War,
a welln·lmown writer quoted one of the ablest ambassa
dors, reiterat.ing his conviction that nothing except
force has any influence in international politics, that
treaties and agreeIl1ents are made to gain time and
then to be repudiated, that a nation which is known
to be pacific must expect to be insulted, abused and
wronged at every turn.

141. The 115 States that are represented here, and
others which are not, are aware of the disputes and
dissensions in the South-East Asian region, to which
reference was made by the representative of New
Zealand only yesterday [1305th meeting] and, in
partio'llar, of our own persistent and persisting
troubles with Indonesia.

142. Indonesia does not recognize Malaysia-that is
its sovereign right. Indonesia does not like the political
structure of the Government in Malaysia-again, it is
its sovereign right to entertain its views. Indonesia
has made no secret of its intense dislike of Malaysia's
leaders-that again is its privilege. Indonesia does not
like 'the type of democracy that we in Malaysia practise
and do not preach-that again is its pleasure. Indonesia
does not like the Malaysian type of parliamentary
democracy that receives its guidance from the people
upwards-that again we understand.

143. Indonesia too, perhaps, disdains a prosperous
and maybe a property:-owning democracy in Malaysia,
where a stable economy provides three meals a day
to every worker and peasant, and clothing and shelter
besides-that again is its sovereignprivilege. Indonesia
does not like the passionate moderation with which
Malaysia faces its tasks of nation-building-that is
easy to understand. Indonesia does not like the moder
ate success our leaders have achieved in trying to
meet the revolution of rising expectations of our peo
ples, which is far and away different frOm the revolu
tion patented in Indonesia, and which Malaysia has no
desire to infringe. It is welcome to hold its opinions.

144. Indonesia does not wish to translate into action
its Treaty of Friendship of 17 April 1959 with Malaya,
the only treaty of any kind that independent Malaya
before it became Malaysia-entered into with any
State. It has not hugged it to its bosom, hor has it
denounced it openly. Indonesia's attitude,· with its
100 million people, to Malyasia, with its"mere'11
million, is not even no:mihally' one of equality as
between sovereign States, but" that of a big brother
inclined to bullying. But Malaysia asks only to be
left alone to ploUgh its lonely' furrow. Malaysia.' s
military strength must appear contemptible . - to

their fina.ncing. It takes us to the very centre and
core of the principles arid purposes for which the whole _
Organization eXists. Should we desire a future for the
United Nations to open on to new horizons of usefulness
and new vistas of influence, it is essentialthat we take
a long look at where we are goil:~.g so, that we may not
merely move forward aimlesslY., gazing misty-eyed
towards an tmclear future.

136. If the Preamble and the opening Articles of the
Charter, to which all of us have subscribed-and one
hopes without mental reservations-mean to us some
thing much more than an euphonious catalogue of high
sounding ideals, then it follows that States Members
of this Organization must make it their duty to
follow in practice the ideals that they proclaim and
not merely claim the right to preach them to others.

137. It was mentioned by the representative of Indo
nesia, who addressed this Assembly [1300thmeeting],
that the world is not a static body, that the framers
of the Charter could not have visualized the problems
that the liberation of new communities all over the
world have created, that the wine they helped to distil
cannot quench the thirst of nations and States yet
unborn in 1945. This is indeed true; and, in fairness
to the framers of the Charter,' it must be recalled
that it' is implicit in the Charter that the framers
felt that in the comparatively short span of ten
years there might evolve a world which would have
outgrown the empirical formulae they helped to
create. That is why they provided for the compulsory
consideration of a review of the Charter. They had
every reason to be aware that a new page had opened
in human history, and the dawn of the atomic age
had startled an unsuspecting world·thatJs still rubbing
its eyes with wonder.

138. But all of us who contemplate thesenew phenom
ena created in and by a world of technological develop
ment, which appears to be rushing man on this pitiful
planet towards the unknown at a disastrous' pace,
should we not bear in mind that our basic approach
to these new problems must indeed stem from the

I

fundamental principles of the Charter-first, of sov-
ereign equality. of Members; secondly, of the need to
fulfil in good faith the obligations assumed under the
Charter; thirdly, not to seek settlement of disputes
except by peaceful means; and, lastly, not to use
force or the threat of force against the territorial
integrity and political independence of any other
State. These indeed are the four main pillars of the
many-storeyed structure that is the United Nations.
As long as we want to be counted as Members of the
Organization, have we not the sacred duty to keep
our own' two feet firmly planted on the realities of
the Charter obligations we have freely undertaken,
howsoever widely our minds may range, as indeed
they must, over intellectual attitudes to new problems?

139. There is perhaps no single problem in t~eworld

Which cannot be seen or approached in different,
even if not in antithetical way~. And humans that we
are, we tend- to regard our own thinking as superior

. to that of another. But if we wish to ha~;re our own.. .
attitudes acqepted by another, the Charter enjoins
that we enter into a dialogu~, tllat we seek to per
suade, to understand, the other man's, point of viewt

a.nd not clobber him-if I 'may use' that colloquial
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InQ~ne:si!l':srl',rep,1lte~Uy.fourth :~a~gestarmY· jn "tne
world. Th~s disparity, l\1alaysia refldily appreciates,
is not .,partiQuiarlyconducive to; any softening of
Indonesia:' s attitude ,towards Malays,ia,

145. :' I have s~id enough to show that there is nothing
about Malaysia that Indonesia, 'either on'a: long view
or on. a! closer look, wa,nts ,to like, notwithstanding
the fact that' its .population,' in t~rms.of language,
race and religion,colou,r' and culture: is most clo~ely
allied to tlie' people of Malaysia. '

146. There is, however, one vital thing iricommon
between: the two countri~s--we are both signatories
to the obligations ;of the Charter as sovereign indepen
dent States. We in Malaysia profoundly wish that our
acts should correspond to, and be guided and controlled
by, the spirit and letter of the Charter, Indonesia
wishes--I grant equally profoundly-as the statement
made the other day by its FirstDeputy Pi~ime Minister
showed, to refashion the spirit and language of the
Charter to suit its attitudes to the present and the
future, and has started on a cOurse of what he so
happily termed reorganizing the United Nations men
tally and revising its Charter mentally.

147. Representatives are aware that the attitudes
that I have patiently described have natually and
inevitably led Indonesia to the use of force, which it
foreswore when it became a Member of the United
Nations. This has resulted in its declared policy
of military confrontation, with the proclaimed objective
of "crush Malaysia", and Indonesia has moved with a
courage worthy of a better cause from covert sub
version to open aggression against Malaysia. .

148.' Since December last, over the past twelve
months, there have been more than 200 incursions and
military adventures into the territory. of Malaysia,
both in the peninsula and in the eastern States,
involving casualties both. military and civilian, apart
from untold misery and privation to the peoples in
the respective areas. Our security forces have suffered
casualties, including' dead and wounded, of over 100
personnel. Indonesian army personnel, as well as
irregulars, captured,' killed and wounded amount to
over 500. These are only the known incursions: the
undetected ones will be many' more, since Malaysia
shares a 1,OOO-mile-long jungle border with Indonesia.

149. It is because of these military interventions
against th~ ,sovereignty and territorial integrity of my
cOlmtry that my Government has had to seek external
assistance for its defence against this unprovoked
aggression. Malaysia, when as Malaya it achieved
it indepenc;lence in 1957, had entered into a defence
agreement with the United Kingdom, by which the
latter agreed to provide such assistance when there
was external aggression.

.
150. .It is noteworthy that for six long years after
1957, neither ~alaya-nor Malaysia, as it became
felt the'need tcicinvoke that de~enc~ agreement; it was
n?t., hi.Voked .until, open . m-ilit~ry' confrontation was
begun by Indonesiain the closing days of 1963. At our
urgent reijues't, on the faith ofthatagreement~Malaysia
has .rec~iv~d rnilitaryasslstllnce from .the United
Ki~g.~oip'-ia~d,.,~~a.t~r,.,~imil~f a~~istance" h~s also
p'een~)e.q~ivedfroq\;{Austr~!ia aI\g. New Zealand•

151"Jna clever and ingenio~s ,attempt,at ppnfusmg
cause with consequence, Indonesia has nqw turned
round to claim that it is our defence agreement with

"the Unit~d Kingdom that is the primary. cause for
Malaysia .becoming unacceptable as a Stat~ to
Indonesia. Malaysia·need only answer thatIndonesia's
uriprovok~d and inexcusable aggression against it has
provided at once the justification and the vindication
of the defence agreement.

152. When, after a partiCUlarly daring and blatant
act of aggression, involving three plane-loads of para
troopers being dropped in the jungle fastnesses of
Malaysian territory under cover of darkness, a com
plaint was brought to theSecurityCouncillastSeptem
ber ,Y the Indonesian answer. to our allegation, pre
sented by its Deputy Foreign Minister, was,unabashed
admission in the Council, in these words:

"I would not deny that our volunteers, our guer
rillas, together with the militant youth of Sarawak
and Sabah, some of whom had been. trained in our
territory, have entered so-called Malaysian terri-'
tory in Sarawak and Sabah. They have been fighting
there for some time. This is no secret. And, in
the absence of a peaceful solution to the problem
of 'Malaysia,' to the oonflict between 'Malaysia'
and Indonesia, particularly after the inconclusive
end of the summit conference at Tokyo last June,
the fighting and activities on both sides could only
become aggravated or even escalate. And now this
fighting has spread to ...other areas of 'Malaysia'
such as Malaya. Why is 'Malaysia' so greatly con
cerned now that it. requests a meeting of the Security
Council? Why was it not equally concerned much
earlier when the fighting broke out in Sarawak
and Sabah, which is also a part of this 'Malaysia'?
As a matter of fact, the fighting now in Malaya
is on a very small scale compared to the magnitude
of the fighting in Sarawak and Sabah." 2.1

That was the reply to the Security Council.

153. A near unanimously acceptable resolution of the
Security Council, deploring this aggression and re
affirming the obligation of all States to respect the
political sovereignty and territorial integrity of
States was killed by the usual process of a significant
negative vote. I shall not proceed with that sorry
story.

154. But I do wish to state that, in spite of that
expression of ,world opinion, including that of all the
Afro-Asian States represented on the Council, these
incursions have Qontinued; and we have from time to
time notified the i?re!Sident of the Security Council
of full particulars of these. There have actually
occurred as many as twenty-two incidents since the
Security Council debate in September.

155. Just the other day, on 11 December, even as
the distinguished First Deputy Prime Minister of
Indonesia was On his feet at this V6:fY rostrum
addressing this Assembly, propounding the philosophic
bases of these so-called new emerging forces, a
group of sea-borne Indonesian infiltrators was landing

:Y {)ee Official Records of' the SecuritY Council, Nineteenth Year.
Supplement for July. Augt,lSt and septetnber.1964,documentS/5930.

.2I;lbid•• Nineteenth Year,ir-uth meeting, para. loa.



on the west coast of the Malay Peninsula under cover
of darkness and being capturured as they landed.
Permanent representatives of all nations assembled
here will have had circulated to them today detan~

of these latest acts of brigandage in our last letter
to the President of the Security Council. My Govern
ment is grievously conscious that this is not going to
be the last letter we shall have to write.

156. What is one to make of such an attitude on the
part of a Member State of this Organization? Among
the principal signatories to the Cairo declaration
[A/5763] is Indonesia, by the hand of the First
Deputy Prime Minister, whom we had the privilege
to hear. How does one reconcile the signature on that
declaration with the activities I have described?
Of course, under his patent authority-both before and

, after the signing of the declaration. As I should not
like to infringe the rules of decorum in debate, I
shall not attempt to answer those questions.

157. I do trust representatives gathered in this
Assembly will be amazed at Malaysia's moderation
throughout this unhappy history. We have even desisted
from the exercise of our right of self-defence, lest
the area of the conflict should expand. I have said
enough to show why Malaysia desperately needs the
United Nations. Frustrated and disappointed asweare
at the result of the Security Council debate, we have
learnt in the school of experience the urgent need to
strengthen the United Nations and its principal organ
in the peace-keeping sphere. Malaysia asks its sister
States here assembled to learn from its experience.

158. The framers of the Charter, duly Qonscious
that mere signatures to the Charter do net alone
help to avoid all wars, big or small, (Jrea1.;ed the
Security Council as the executive arm of the General
Assembly, to be primarily concerned with acts dis
turbing, or likely to disturb, the peace. That the Secur
ity Council has had its hands full with problems of
peace-keeping for these nineteen years, as the records
of the United Nations demonstrate, is a sobering
reminder to us all not to allow our ideals to outrun
the realities. It needs no prescience to remind our
selves that the larger we grow in number the larger
will grow the permutations and combinations, potential
of conflict, that require the watchful and vigilant
eyes of the Security Council, trained like the rotating
beam of a searchlight all around the globe.

159. At the fourth special session of the Assembly,
in 1963, my delegation drew attention in the Fifth
Committee [993rd meeting] to the fact that the institu
tional structure of the Charter demonstrated, even as
the language of the Charter underlined, that at all times
the Security Council acted on behalf of the General
Assembly. This point was again made on 11 December
by the Minister of External Affairs of the Common
wealth of Australia [1299th meeting].

160. The Malaysian Government has not changed its
view that the Congo and other peace-keeping opera
tions initiated or continued by the General Assembly,
where the Security Council, for reasons not wholly
relevant to the merits of the conflict, disabled itself
from acting, were entirely competent. Nor have we
changed our view that assessment made on Members
for the sharing of the costs of those operations were
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entirely within the competence of the General
Assembly.

161. In any event, having asked for and accepted the
decision of the International Court ef Justice, it is
regrettable that the argument should still be kept alive.
The Malaysian Government has no doubts whatever that
Article 19 must have its full effect, and cannot be
avoided by distinguishing between general and special
expenses, an argument especially animadverted to by
the International Court of Justice.

162. This is not, however, to say that the political
effects of the strict legal interpretations can be
minimized or ignored. My Government, therefore,
hopes that the talks now proceeding towards a settle
ment of this crisis will succeed. Even the chief
protagonists of the opposing views have stated that
their Governments wish to see the United Nations
continue with its myriad activities, and they are no
more anxious to see the United Nations falter or
flounder than anyone else in this Assembly. We have,
therefore, every reason to remain hopefuL

163. It is notorious that the corridors of the United
Nations have, over the last several weeks, hummed to
the tune of confrontation between the United States
and the Soviet Union. This is wholly unfortunate.
May I be permitted to bring the picture back into
focus. The question of arrears and the application
of Article 19 arise in no such confrontation. If con
frontation there is, it is one between the Soviet Union
and like-minded States on the one hand, and the Secre
tary-General of the United Nations, that is, all of us, on
the other. And all of us should give all the strength
we have to his-the Secretary-General' s-elbow. In
deed, I have often wondered iftpeverybest assistance
we may give him in the crucial days ahead is not
keeping our thoughts to ourselves. The United States
alone has openly expressed its view; it is entitled
to hold its view and I am not here to support it, or
defend it. I am merely anxious that we now confront
the reality, the actual fact.

164. May I at this stage be permitted to give expres
sion to the thoughts uppermost in the minds of us all,
our hopes and prayers for the speedy recovery of the
S~cretary-Generalso that he may soon return to the
United Nations seat, where, today more than ever,
we have need of his invaluable assistance in the solu
tion of this problem which requires all the patience
and persuasiveness of which he alone is capable.

165. I have heard it said frequently-even in serious
debate-that the small nations should not lend them
selves as pawns in the political game between the
great Powers, and must insist on playing their vigorous
role, uninfluenced by this Power politics. Stated in
general terms it is impossible not to agree to such a
proposition: nobody likes to be a pawn in any game,
political or other, waiting to be sacrificed in the
opening moves of the major contestants. But this
argument is not appropriate to the present context.
We, the small States, need the United Nations-all
of them, not merely this large State or that other-for
development, for technical assistance, for professional
skins and aid in a host of other sectors that make
the full circle of the United Nations activities, which
are designed for the benefit of us all.
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166. The United Nations has no independent, inex
haustible resources; it is not as if all that was needed
was to persuade the Secretary-General to dig deep
into his pockets and provide the finance that all these
programmes need. These resources come from all of
us. We have therefore need for all of us to hold
together. We cannot afford the smallest of us to be
sacrificed and compelled to withdraw from the United
Nations. By the same token we have larger need of
the larger States, whatever the material of the alleged
curtains before or behind them.

167. But some of us, the small States, which are
victims of aggression, need the United Nations, most
of all, in its peace-keeping role. We cannot do with
out it. It should be our duty to expand and render
more effective this role before the calculated ineffec
tiveness of the Security Council, by its very con
tinuance, tends to expand and activate dormant conflicts
between other small States and fan the embers into
further flames. Small States starving for develop
mental funds cannot afford the luxury of a modern
army with all its mechanization and sophistication. We
do not wish to throwaway the smallest coin of our
currencies in unproductive inst~uments of war and
destruction, nor would we like to dispose any part
of our manpower potential in non-economic fields.

168. In this context, I should like to say a word
about the new and ever-expanding concept of neo
colonialism. Its form, content and contours have so
changed from time to time that it is impossible to
say, at anyone time or as used by any particular
person, what precisely the speaker has in mind.
Mr. President, you Sir, on 5 April 1958 are recorded
as having told the United Nations: "Byneo-colonialism
we mean the practice of granting a sort of independence
with the concealed intention of making the liberated
country a client-State, and controlling it effectively
by means other than political ones."

169. I accept that as a fair definition of the term and I
am willing to declare, here and now, that my Govern
ment has no reservations in condemning such spurious
independence. In so doing we echo the sentiments elo
quently expressed on neo-colonialism at the recent
Cairo conference.

170. But it. is sad to find that, with the unlimited
permutations that are being presented on this neo
colonialist theme, it has, as Malaysia has reason
to know from experience~ become a me're vituperative
epithet, a convenient stick-because its content is so
vague-with which to beat anyone that you do not like.

171. I grant that in the veryllature of things colonial
ism as a profitable creed tends to outlast its termina":
tion. I grant that habits of exploitation are not
unlearnt on the symbolic stroke of a midnight hour.
I grant, too, that new communities may continue to
suffer the effects of the hangover, after the heady
wine of colonialism had been drunk deep and long.
But I venture tq suggest that the ultimate test
whether or ,not such vestiges. of colonialism are to
be equated with "interventionist actlvities"-a phrase
used by the First Deputy Prime Minister of Indonesia
is to discover the type of 'government that controls
its destiny.
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172. If at all points. of a political relationship
between two States, one of which has the power to
dominate, such relationship continues with the willing
assent of the representatives of its people, under a
freely elected government responsible to the legisla
ture, that relationship is not to be described as
"neo-colonialist" or "interventionist" merely because
it is not to the taste of some other state. It would
be worse still if that should provide an excuse for
any State to interfere in the affairs of a neighbour
ing State on the pretext, based on subjective standards
of its own, of seeing interventionist activity in the
neighbour. If this is to be accepted as a valid thesis
in international relations, then out of the window
goes the Charter ideal of practising tolerance and
living together in peace as good neighbours, and the
doctrine of peaceful coexistence procl~~dtngfrom it.

173. I haye dwelt a little on this thesis, because the
other day the representative of Indonesia cih~d my
country as an. example of one brand of interventionist
activity that his special perspicacity in this field saw
all around the world. He expressed these categories
in these terms:

"The present world picture shows us many kinds
of such interventionist activities-open or dis
guised-coming from forces which no longer have a
cause to defend in the new emerging world, of the
new nations. There is the Viet-Nam fashion of
intervention, the Laos fashion of intervention, the
Cuba fashion, the South Arabian fashion, the Cyprus
fashion, the Israel fashion, the Malaysian fashion,
the apartheid fa.shion and the Congo fashion-many
fashions but, in essence, with the same design and
goal." [1~OOth meeting, para. 171.J

174. Here I speak only for Malaysia, and all I can
say is that it supports my thesis that it has become
fashionable, if I may borrow his phrase, to describe
any State that one does not like, and which one cannot
find an adequate reason for disliking, as "neo
colonialist", so as to enable one to promote and pursue
one's own brand of intervention.

175. But may I now humbly inquire-even if one is a
"neo-colonialist"-whence came the authority for any
State that has subscribed to the obligations of the
Charter to hang a label of its own, even if it is
"neo-colonialist", on to any other State, and thereby
derive the sacred duty to don shining arm<;ur, mount
a charger and with unsheathed sword in hand carry
a holy war into the territories of another State,
leaving death and destruction and misery in its wake?
Even the right of self-defence of a State is carefully
and precisely circumscribed in the Charter, lest it
should provide an excuse for aggression.
176. Newly independent States were warned the other
day to guard against the insidious penetrating influ
ences of foreign Powers, which in many ways and many
guises sought deliberately to hold the substance of
power behind the shadow of independence. May I,
as the representative of a small country which has
learned its lessons in the hard school of experience,
by the same token warn the new small States again'st
permitting the creation of new power bases byforeign
Governments to intervene in their territories, in
situations which, in comparable terms, one is com
pelled to call "neo-imperialism".
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183. Surely this is capable· of a simple remedy.
My humble suggestion is that, when a problem of
such desparate urgency arises, the permanent mem
bel's, by a gentleman's agreement, should accept the
convention that they should act, and act promptly, to
separate the combatants and qt,iench the fire. For this
purpose, and for this interim remedy only, none should
exercise the veto power. The, fighting having been
stopped and its spreadpreventedby the interposition of
appropriate personnel at the, behest of the Security
Council, then the Council canproceedwith its leisurely
debate on the causes of the strife and the apportion
ing of blame.

184. The second stage can be pursued without any
inhibitions abOut the exercise of the veto power, but
by then the Security Council, by its peremptory act
in the first instance, would have saved the peace and
by so doing have justified its existence. The Council
would thereby have earned the right to retain the
primacy that is claimed for it, and the question of
"primary" or "exclusive" will lose all practical
significance.

185. This, I venture to SUbmit, is an area of thought
which representatives might consider worth exploring.
Whatever might have happenec;l in the past,. we shall
have taken a positive step towitrds securing peace in
the future and restoring primacy to the Security Coun
cil, the sole cause of the present impasse.

186. I think I have said enough-perhaps more than
enough-to emphasize my Government's view that
we should be ever conscious of our duties to the
United Nations, as our Organization,before we look
to it as the guardian of our rights and the fairy god
mother of our hopes. These, duties, in my, humble
judgement, involve allegiance to the· United, Nations
ideal. It, is not, and should not .be, incOnsistent with
our allegiance to our own. country.

, , . ..

187. Whether we ultimately go on to. a sup~anatio~al
world State or not, it is essential for each of us even
now· to endeavour to. school ourselves to the discipline
that, by pledging support to the U~ited Nations. and
undertaking the obligations of the druirter, twe h~ve
assumed a superior loyalty, coexisting with our
loyalty to our own State,. This' necessarily "inVOlves
occasional and minor oonflicts 'of interest which, I
venture to think, we must· always'endeavour to:re80lve
in favour of the' larger 10yalty 1to ·the United'Natiohs.
One 'may sacrifice,ifat all, one 's 'oWn'inte'J)'ests

182: In; almost every case the antagonistsappearitlg,
,before the' GouncU wish to "make the best Use of and
eXploit' the' pa.tentcleavages of :opinion among; the
permanent :members' of the" Council. The Sedurity
Council em'Barks 'on; a1leis1.lrely ptogranune'of detiate
on; the rights and wrorigs,ofithe incident'; and nogi'eat
ingenuity is' needed to find' all·the:adequate reaSOns to
take the view that one Power feels compelled to; take
solely because another Power has taken the opposite
view. Interminable argv.m,entl?go on while the. f1al)1~s
that began as a small fire have been .expanding .the
areas of destruction and,as the days pass, less and
less confidence can be maintained that the fi;re, can
even be isolated, if not snuffed out. In the end, the
result is that the Security Council effectively demon
strates' to all the world its fatal ineffectiveness.
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177~ It is erroneous to assume' that any active ahd
calculated' effort at promoting neo-imperialism must
necessarily come ;from the old imperialists. The
imperialists of the past may have had their excuses,
if -not their justification, in carrying out what were
called '''civilizing missions" to the distant 'corriE3rs of
Asia and Africa, but modern' attempts at territorial
expansion, under colour of taking up arms against
neo-colonialism, by a State which has accepted the
obligations of the Charter as a condition precedent
to its membership of the United Nations, are not only
unjustified but inexcusable.

180. May I, in all humility, make a suggestion which
may be found simpler to carry out, and, being free
of the complexities of the amending process, could be
of immediate usefulness.

178. It is against this particular background, and the
general background of world conditions, that I should
like to return to the vexed question of Article 19. It
is obvious that the problem has arisen as the result
of two directly contradictory views of the scope and
functions of the Security Council. That the views are
honest and sincere on either side is demonstrated by
the passion with which these views have been pre
sented and pressed before us on many an occasion.
The one view holds that the Security Council, and the
Security Council alone, is the repository of all the
effective peace-keeping power and all the consequences
of it, and the exercise of it is the lone, unshared
obligation of the Security Council. The other view is
that the Se~:mrityCouncil's power and responsibility are
only primary and not exclusive, and thatwhere it fails,
due either to inability or unWillingness to exercise
that power or discharge that responsibility, then the
General Assembly can and must step in to deal with a
situation that might otherwise lead to unpreventable
catastrophe. It needs no saying that the significant
difference between the two views rests on the use of
the veto powerjandpowerful forces are ranged on
both sides of the diViding line.

181. The sole objective of Chapters VI and VII of the
Charter is to provide the. method by which the Security
Council may take cognizance of a dispute or situation
of the type mentioned, and quickly come to grips with
a llewly developing, and possibly explosive, situation.
In nine caS9S out of ten the situation cries for immed
iate action. Hostilities hay-e unexpectedly broken out,
and unless the fire is put out at once it will assume
the proportions ofa conflagration.

179. I realize this is-and has been for a long time
a difficult and complex problem not readily capable
of any easy solution or agreeable compromise. Many
suggestions have been made to bridge this difference.
One was made the other day by the Minister for
External 'Relations of Brazil [1289th meeting]. It
was supported by the Minister of External Affairs
of Australia [1299th meeting]. I hope I am not derogat
ing froni the value of that important suggestion if I
point out that it does not deal with the specific problem
of this sharp difference over peace-keeping operations
and, moreover, involves substantial amendments to the

. Charter which, as we all know, can be too painfully
long to be of immediate relevance.
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disarmament, the limitation of nuclear weapqnsand
their spread among, more nations, and, non.ethele~s,

the urgent need for States to settle their~ disputes
by peaceful means. I do trust that the General Assem
bly will, dU1'ing this session, take positive decisiqn~

for the solution of these problems, especially thpse
relating to' disarmament and the sp:read of nuclear
weapons, so that fear may be dispeiled and 'tension
lessened amongst peoples and nations everywh~re.

195. In spite of its multifarious items, the agenda of
the nineteenth session seems to us to concentrate
on three main objectives: disarmament, decoloniza
tion, and promotion of economic and social develop
ment.

196. It is unfortunate that negotiations on disarma
ment have ~o far not advanced beyond the conclusion
of the 1963 Moscow agreement pertaining to partial
nuclear testing. The peoples of the world have since
hoped that the three Powers which signed the Moscow
Agreement would take wider and more effective steps
to attain complete and general disarmament. We still
entertain the hope that the Geneva negotiations, will be
resumed and that an agreement will be reached paving
the way for co-operation, peace and security amongst
all nations.

197. As for colonialism, in spite of the great effort:;;
made for its eradication, aud the fact that an a~ditional

number of African States have achieved independence
since the last session, we find it is still tenacious ilia
number of regions of the world, and particUlarly in
Africa-all this in contravention of the United Nations
resolutions and despite the clamour of peoples still
bent on their struggle for independence.

198. Whilst we warmly welcome the new States of
Malawi, Malta and Zambia to the family of the United
Nations, we should not overlook the fact that there
are regions in the Arabian peninsula located in its
southern and eastern parts where the people are
not totally free, in spite of their unmistakable aspira
tions to achieve full independence.

199. The struggle of the people of Oman and those
inhabiting the southern regions of the Arabian penin
sula are striking examples of a newbrandof colonial~

ism with which the United Nations presently 'finds
itself engrossed.

200. We do hereby reaffirm that the Government and
people. of Saudi Arabia stand firm in upholding tile
United Nations Charter, whiCh guarantees to all peo
ples and nations the right to determine their. own
destiny.

201. It is most unfortunate that the General Assembly
should convene during this session in the wake of the
tragedy caused by the latest Israel armed aggression
against the peaceful inhabitants of Syrian Villages
along the armistice line. The ruthless and wanton
attacks carried out by the aggressors resulted in the
death of innocentpeople, includingwomenandchildi'en.
The atrocious air attack on these villages shouldleave
no doubt in the minds of Member States •that the
Israelis have engaged in premeditated and unprovoked
aggression.

202. I would fail· in my duty before this. Assembly
were I not to mention that'the frequent armedag$I'es~

alone. On~may not saorifice what is not one's own
to sacrifice: the t common, inte~est of the world. If .
every State can be persuaded to guide itself in the
pursuit of its Stflte, interests, that pursuit must not
involve the sacrifice of the larger interest of the
Unit~d,Nationf? That attitude, of mind alone will help
to promote the 1arger loyalty of all ofus to the United
Nations.

188. I hope I har~ ..lot transgressed the bounds of
propriety in offering humbly and respectfully this
comment. There is no other way, in my jUdgement,
by which we can keep faith with ourselves and With
the United Nations.

189. I have done, and I apologize for the length of
time I have occupied. We are standing almost on the
threshold of a new year which has beenchristened the
International Co-operation Year in the context of the
United Nations. That will not wave a magic wand over
our troubles 'and make them disappear, but let us
resolve, in the concluding words ofthe Prime Minister
of India in his address to the Cairo Conference, to
"continue to strive for peace, to resolve all differences
through peaceful methods of conciliation, as distinct
from confrontation, and by trust il'\steadof suspicionn •

190. To that end, Malaysia, as exemplifiedby its con
duct in the year that is passing, dedicates herself
anew to the principles and purposes of the Charter.

191. Mr. SAKKAF (Saudi Arabia): Mr. President., it
gives me great pleasure to extend to you personally, and
on behalf of the delegation of SaudiArabia, our warmest
congratulations on the occasion of your unanimous elec
tion to the office of President of the General Assembly
at its nineteenth session. I am confident that your
long experience and profound perception of the intri
cate problems in the field of international relations
admirably qualify you for this highoffice. We sincerely
hope that the tasks assigned to this General Assembly
will be carried to a successful conclusion under' your
guidance and wise leadership.

192. Your election, Sir, should also. be looked upon
as an honour bestowed by the world community on
the continent of Africa. Knowing you as we do, let
us at the salile time hope that those parts of Africa
stUI under the colonial yoke will soon be liberated,
and as free countries occupy their rightful seats in
the United Nations.

193. At this juncture, it also gives me greatpleasure,
personally and on behalf of my delegation, to express
our deep appreciation to the Secretary-General and
his able assistants for their commendable and untiring
efforts for the maintenance of international peace and
security. The dedicationof UThant to this Organization
has, inde.~d, become proverbial, and we all wish him
the best of health so that we may continue to benefit
from his Wise counsel and tactfulhandlingofproblems
which, time and again, have been entrusted to him by
this Organization. ' .

194. On·.reviewing the agenda of this seasion, it
becomes quite evident that the General Assembly
is still preoccupied with practically the same issues,
year after year. However, the few items that have
added. should be of the utmost concern to' the majority
of people, the world over. I·may cite such issues as
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sions committed by Israel against neighbouring Arab
states can only multiply the deep wounds inflicted
on our Arab brethren. Nor should I forget that
Palestine was brutally wrested from the heart of the
Arab homeland.

203. Israel is not only content to commit such
acts, but is becoming increasingly defiant in its atti
tude towards the United Nations resolutions, whether
adopted by the Security Council or the General
Assembly, on the Palestine question.

204. If the main objective of the United Nations is
to preserve international peace and security, and to
see to it that human rights should be observed; if,
furthermore, the objective of the United Nations is
to defend the high principles and lofty purposes of
the United Nations Charter, would it not be appropriate
to ask by what right is one permitted to uproot a
people from their own homeland so as to make room
for another people to replace them? All this happened
in Palestine under the aegis of the United Nations.

205. The people of Saudi Arabia cannot divest them
selves of the Palestine problem. The whole world
knows that until 1948 the overwhelming majority
of the native population of Palestine was Arab, with
a maximum of 50,000 to 60,000 native Jews. Where
are the people constituting this overwhelming majority
now? They were expelled by force and intimidation,
and driven out of their own country on the grounds
that over 2,000 years ago there were Jews in Palestine.

206. I submit that the bulk of these Zionists had
nationally-I repeat, "nationally"-belonged to coun
tries of Eastern and Central Europe. The fact that
the Zionists are followers of a Semitic religion
does not bestow upon them the right to occupy
Palestine, any more than it would for any alien
Christians or Muslims who, as you all know, are
adherents of the other two Semitic religions.

207. The true Semites are the Arabs and the original
Jews who lived amongst them centuries ago, and not
the Zionists-many of whom are of dubious racial
origin. Whether Christian or Muslim, the Arab

,Semites have always been known for their tolerance
towards the Jew as such, who was never molested
on the grounds of his religion. On the contrary, many
native Jews rose to the highest posts, and others
were held in high esteem during the zenith of Arab
power, not only in the Middle East but also in the
Iberian peninsula and elsewhere.

208. Who, then, are these Zionists, who have flocked
into Palestine during the last forty-five years? On
the whole, they were Jews belonging to various
nationalities, who had lived after the diaspora in
many parts of the world. Those who lived in Central
Europe were, unfortunately, persecuted by Nazis
like other teeming millions of non-Jews, or gentiles
as they are called. No one should condone persecution,
whoever its victims might be. It was before the advent
of Hitler, by about half a century, that the Zionist
leaders, a handful in those days, began to dream
only of a Jewish National Home, and not a State in
which they would identify themselves by promoting a
Jewish culture and, a Jewish way of life. There was
nothing wrong in such a plan so long as it was not

carried out at somebody else's expense. But this is
actually what has happened.

209. The beautiful Zionist dream became a night
mare. to the native people of Palestine when some
major Powers abetted in establishing a Zionist State
in their homeland at their expense. What happened. in
1947 and 1948 in Palestine need not be related now in
this Assembly. The records of the United Nations
speak for themselves. Suffice it to say that injustice
has been perpetrated on the people of Palestine, and
their right of self-determination has been completely
violated. More than one million Palestinian refugees
now live on a pittance in camps around the fringe of
the usurper State, whilst the fruits of their orchards
and the comforts of their homes are being enjoyed bY
the invader.

210. The people of Saudi Arabiacannot condone such
injustice. This is only a glimpse of the intense
Palestine tragedy. Whilst our Palestinian brothers
will always sadly preoccupy our minds and hearts
'until their return to their native soil, we are gratified
to recall before this Assembly the resolution adopted on
the Palestine problem by forty-seven African and Asian
States that participated in the Second Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Coun
tries, held in Cairo between 5 and 10 October 1964.
Other colleagues have referred from this rostrum to
the salient provisions ,of the said resolution, and
therefore I need not burden this Assembly by repeating
what has already been mentioned.

211. Saudi Arabia wants peace in the Middle East, not
temporary peace but everlastingpeace basedon justice
and the right of self-determination.

212. Whilst the Universal Declaration on Human
Rights is proclaimed and celebrated annually all over
the world, there are still some States amongst us,
Members of this Organization, which still practise
racial discrimination and have promulgated laws en
suring the rule of a white minority over the coloured
majority. If this is not a flagrant violation of a funda
mental human right, I wonder what would be.

213. Before touching upon the social and economic
development witnessed in Saudi A:i.'abia during the last
few years, it behooves me to' clarify the broad lines
of our policies that are rooted in and intermingled
with our history and religious faith. The Arapian
peninsula, of which Saudi Arabia comprises the largest
part, is known to have been the cradle of the Arab
people since the dawn of history. r9>'

214. Over thirteen centuries ago, a new world religion
was born in ancient Mecca, which has spread to the
four corners of the globe. One out of every seven
people in the world today' happens to be a Muslim.
Islam not only sets forth articles of faith, but also
prescribes a moral code for the individual. In this
context of Islam, which combines lofty principles
with a moral code, Saudi Arabia is an Islamic
State in the full sense of the word. Its constitution is
the Koran itself, which has set the foundation of a
way of life. This way of life for an estimated 500
million, if not more, of the world's population, has
withstood the test of many centuries.
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young State and to help its citizens, not only to be
proud of their glorious past, but also to see to it
that their country occupies a worthy place in the
community of modern nations.

221. Consequently, it is our intention to continue
to co-operate with other States, bearing in mind
that we have no ambitions or aims to interfere in the
domestic affairs of any nation. And if, as sometimes
happens, different political principles, currents and
trends are in conflict outside our own country, our
only aspiration would still be to lead a dignified
life in harmony with an those who manifest the same
feelings of goodwill towards us. I can do no better
than to quote from a speech made by His Majesty,
King Faisal, in clarifying our policy. Addressing
the Saudi people, His Majesty said:

"Brothers, this State was built on strong founda
tions. Firstly, it was built on the foundation of
Islam.. Secondly, on the foundation of administering
and spreading justice among citizens whereby king
and citizen stand on an equal footing before the
law. Thirdly, on the foundation of making education
available to all and raising the country to a proper
standard of living. "

222. Schools are at present being opened at the rate
of one every three days all over the country. Education
at all levels is entirely free~ Generous scholarships
are awarded to deserving students to enable them to
specialize abroad when necessary. Free medical treat
ment is provided without exception to all- our citizens.
Our social security law provides a decent living for
every citizen, These are only a few of the reforms
which have been accomplished in recent years.

223. Before concluding, may I be allowed to sum
marize the general principles on which my country's.
policy is based for the attainment ofworldpeace: first,
complete and general disarmament under effective
international control, banning the use of the atom
except for peaceful purposes, aiming at the welfare
of mankind; secondly, complete liquidation of colon
ialism in all its forms the world over; thirdly, the
adoption of all effective measures for ensuring the
elimination of racial discrimination in all its forms;
fourthly, solution of international conflicts by peacefUl
means, based on right and justice; fifthly, support
for the people of Palestine in their struggle to regain
their rights in their homeland, thereby enabling
them to exercise their right to self-determination,
inasmuch as we support any people, anywhere, strug
gling to liberate themselves from foreign domination;
sixth!y, exertion of all efforts to raise the social
and economic standard of all nations.

224. My country enjoys political stability and high
economic growth, which we believe are essential
for the welfare and progress of our people and all
mankind. '

225. It is in the spirit of brotherhood that we extend
our hand to all peace-loving nations in the world.
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218. My country is pushing forward along the road
of economic and social development in all its phases.
We have already accomplished a lot in various fields
of economic endeavours within a relatively short
period of time, despite the hindrances with which our
country was at one time confronted. It is the firm
resolve of the Government ofHis Majesty, King Faisal,
in our new era to ensure the realization of the
people's welfare and prosperity.

219. The various United Nations reports attest to the
concrete social progress and economic development
which the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has achieved in a
short period of time. These reports also contain a
reference to the sizable economic projects which are
in the process of being launched. An analysis of the
schedules of my country's national budget-which is on
the increase year after year-shows clearly to what
extent those responsible in my Government are bending
their energies to promote all kinds of constructive
programmes, whether in the social and economic
field or that pertaining to public health, education
and culture.

220. I~ effect, we are endeavouring to turn over a
new page in this ancient land of ours. Our efforts
are being' redoubled to develop and reinforce our

215. There are about thirty-six Muslim nations today,
twenty-eight of which are already independent Member
states of the United Nations, standing witness to the
vitality of Islamic faith and the wisdom of Islamic
law. It would be superfluous to dwell at length upon
the rich legacy ofIslam to world civilization. Howeverr,

I would be amiss were I to bypass the fact that rr..ercy
and compassion, charity and peace and the common·~

weal of all mankind are essentials of the Islamic
faith.

216. All this explains why Saudi Arabia is not merely
a nationa.l State; it is also a spiritual home for
every Muslim, irrespective of race or colour, who
turns his face in prayer towards Mecca, to which
millions upon millions of pilgrims have devoutly
flocked throughout the ages, bound together by uni
versal brotherhood. No wonder that Saudi Arabia
need not explore all kinds of benefits that may be
derived from various modern ideologies; for Islam,
if practised rightly, has proved to encompass all
these benefits and many more not provided for by
such ideologies.

217. In the economic field, I may state that in our
view the United Nations Conferynce on Trade and
Development held last spring at Geneva may be
considered as a forward step towards the discussion
of those problems confronting the developingcountries.
That conference was also a step forward towards
finding remedial means to various economic ills.
We do hope that the recommendations adopted at
Geneva will find a ready response from the indus
trialized nations which were participants in that
conference. It is also fitting to laud the efforts of
the Secretary-General and members ofthe Secretariat
who made the necessary arrangements for assuring
its success.
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