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1. The PRESIDENT: I invite His ‘Excellency Mr.
Osvaldo Dorticés, President of the Republic of Quha.
to address the General Assembly.

2, Mr. Osvaldo DORTICOS (President of the Republic
of Cuba) (translated from Spanish): Let me hegin by
congratulating the president- on his election tc the
high pest he occupies in this Assembly. I also'wish

enthusiastically to welcome to membership in the .

United Nations, the new States embarking upon the
great adventure of national independence, Rwanda,
Burundi, Jamaica and Trinidad and Tobago, and to hail
in advance and pay tribute to a great nation which
will soon enter this' Organization: Algeria, whose
admission marks the culmination of the glorious
dampaign it has waged for independence. Algeria's

triumph is doubtless the most striking proof of our
historical good fortune as witnesses of the end of
the era of colonialism and of the oppression of peoples.

3. I must also express here the deep gratitude of the

people and Revolutionary Government of Cuba to the ,

representatives who have shown their strong support
and deep understanding in their reférences to our
country, I wish to express our grati‘ude to those who
have raised their voices here in defence of the legi-
timate rights of our people, We are.also grateful to

. those who, without, mentioning our country by nime,

have once again warmly and.resolutely suppurted

the principles of the self-determination of peoples

and of opposition to every kind of foreign inter-

>ference in the fate and decisions-of nations. .

4, This session is being bgld in the ‘midst of inten-
gified preparations for nyclear war and increased

- propaganda .in favour of \\preventive nuclear ‘war. .

We cun, it is true,; not w th real gatisfaction'some
hopeful signs amid: these (depressing circurnstances,
for example, 'the solu.io&\\ of the problem of Laos,

the agreement on West Irian and the independence of
‘these events raigse our hopes. At the

new Stateﬂ‘
same’ tinie, however. we must. regretfully recognize
that at this session, as inthe past, the General Assem-~
bly is faced with unique and dramatic’ circumstances

fraught with serious threats to world peace
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6. The .problems of peace and /hence, those of*
disarmament, the cessation of nuolear tests and the -

Hquidation of colonialism and all forms of oppression
‘are essentlal questions which olaim your attention
toda«,y. Cuha has more than once clearly defined its
positio,.\ with regard to eachcof.these questions which
now ‘tonoern the Assembly; our “pogition was stated

ate the fifteenth session [872nd meeting] hy our
Prime Minister, M. Castro, Now as then, we can
express here our support of all activities, medsures,
action and agreeménts which promote general and
cumplete disarmament, not only because it’ would
meen-that war would become materially impossible
but also, as has been said more than once in this

Assembly, because it would beopossible to use the |

great resources released by disarmament to further

the economic and cultural development of all the

countries of the world, especially the under-developed
ones, a

6, We have also made clear our views in favour of the .

cessation. and prohibition. of: nuclear tests in outer
space in the atmosphere, under waten. ~and under
ground o o -

‘7. Our country, with its open economy, is highly

depenﬂent on international trade; for essential reasons
of principle, therefore, we-advocate here the widest
freedom in trade and “support the convening of an
international> trade conference to deal with all- the
measure, present and future which now limit and
threaten to limit°even further the free fiow of trade
in the world s

8. In addition, we rsaffirm our ‘stand in favour of the
immediate restoration-of the rights of .the ' People's
Republic of China in the United Nations; that country's
_exclugion, which we consider absurd, greatly weakens
the real effectiveness-of the international agreements
produced here.

9. We Wish to lend ‘our full support together with- . *
other nations which, have been herd in this hall, to-

promote a most rapid 1mp1ementation of the Declara—
tion’ on the granting of independence to colonial coun=
tries and peoples [General Assembly resolution 1514
(XV)] because we in particular have seen whatforeign
military intervention means; thelvgithdrawa.i gfforeign

: o .

10,° ‘Interruptions of this sort do. not worry us any

i‘nore During the. fow ‘days" which we ‘have spent in

thig” ccuntry, we have been: constantly harassedjand
this -is clear proof of the fnct that this is a country

" which doeg:. not’ offer adequate- safeguards for the .

functioning of the United Nations. .

. [At this - pomt there - Was an intermpﬂon fmm-

!.tbe public gallery]

11, ""he PRESIDEN.Tu If this Xind. .of demor.stration :
;"continues, I may ,have to direct that the galleries
be cleared of all’ visitors Will the President of"
: ‘Cuba kindly proceed :
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12, Mr. Osvaldo DORTICOS (President of the Republic
of Cuba) (translated from Spanish): I shall continae
~ with the utmost patience, Of course we intend to say
all that we came here to say. . .

13, We demand—! repeat—the withdrawal of foreign
troops from Korea and South Viet-Nam, . .

14 I have no assurance that I can continue,

[At this point there was an interruption from the
public gallery, ]

15. The PRESIDENT: At the very next interruption,
I shall adjourn the Assembly for five minutes until
. all’ the visitors are cleared from the galleries,

16. Mr, "Osvaldo DORTICOS (President of the Re-
public of Cuba) (translated from Spanish): These are
matters which concern you all, These matters are
olosely linked with the problems of peace and war,
The ‘delegation of Cuba, in keeping with the general
attitude which wehave outlined, must on every occasion
state its position clearly and advance its arguments
with conviction, o .

17, These, however, are‘not the only problems which
threaten the peasqe of mankind today, We have come
before the> General Assembly precisely because so
much has been made of the so-called Cuban question
‘and such an atmosphere has been created that, des-
pite our wishes and sincere desires, the question is
being turned into one which involves the threat of war
or an attempt'is being made: to do so.

18, Accordingly, it is advisable for us to explain
the situation of Cuba and the transparently clear
position of the Revolutionary Government of Cuba
in words based on facts, without speculating beyond
the facts, and in the light of recent history and con-
temporary events. First of all, let us remember
this: today: it is asserted that Cuba -constitutes a
threat io the peace of the American continent because
it promotes subversion, inspired by Marxist-Leninist
ideas, and the attempt is being made to turn this into
the basic and fundamental issue,

‘19 It is advisable, I repeat, to bear in .mind that
the tension which surrounds our country, the situation
swhich _exists betweun. the United States and Cuba,
began loig before our revelution had taken on the.
socialist characteristics it now displays.

20. It was enough for us to promvlgate laws which
affected the United States monopolistic interests inour
country, it was enough to promulgate the land reform
act at aperiod when our revolutionary developmentwas
- -pot. yet-shaped by socialist principles, for aggressive

“action against our homeland to be undertakenf by the
United States Government., : \[}

'2.1 That was the start of the insolent diplomatic
" notes and piratical flights over our territory). Then
‘the Cuban sugar quota was. eliminated from the
_Uniteg States’ market, supplies of petroleum to our
N country ‘were stopped, and diplomatic measures were

. taken aimed at isolating Cuba from the continent.

~Finally theré was a whole series of eminently ag-

- gressive activities which generated this tension,
. - long before—I repeat—long before we proclaimed that

-our revclution ‘was a/socialist one, : B

~ 22 And what has happened since?

28,1t ﬁvoiild be unduly tedious, T ‘think, to recapitulate -

all the .actsof agression committed by the United

o

States against Cuba, Suffice it to mention all the

efforts designed to gubvert our oountr&‘ from within, .
the acts of sabotage, the attacks on persens and the

. esplonage activities on our soil, In brief, suffice it
to reoall the armed invasion of our country by mercen-

axy forces financed, trained in waxfare, muilitarily
protected and commanded by the Government of the
United States; the invasion of Playa Girén, And what
happened after Playa Girén, that ridieulous finsco?

- Did. they perchance learn a great lesson of history

from it? Did they perchance have sufficient perception
and kiowiedge to realize what immense foroes oan
be marshalled by a nation firmly resolved to pre-
serve its freedom and independence? That is not what
happened, We immediately became the viotims of
further acts of aggression with the infiltratior/nf
agents landed on our coasts and trained by the Central
Intelligence Agency, new atter. , ts at sabotage, the
military training of groups to carry out the hitherto
unsucessful internal subversion of our country and
the increase of economic pressure on our homeland—
tenaciously and doggedly applied in the hope that it
would undermine our revolution and that, as a resuit,
their sole objective would be attained: the dOanall
of the Revolutionary Government of Cuba,

24, Although they boycotted us from the United States
sugar market, cut off our supplies of petroleum, and
broka off completely and definitively trade relations
between our country and the United States, expeoting
our economy to collapse, we are still .able to come
before the General Assembly today andwe could spend
some considerahle time describing the successes which
we have already achieved in our economic development,
successes which are apparent and whichconstitute. .,

[At this point there was an interruption from
the publio gallery.]

25, With all due respect, Mr, President, I shouldlike
some ‘agsurance that I may continue,

26, The PRESIDENT; I request the President of

Cuba to continue, Nobody can give a guarantee that
someone may not hehave foolishly, but we shall take
every precaution to see that the President is not un~
duly interrupted, n

27. Mr. Osvaldo DORTICOS({President of the Republic
of Cuba) (translated from Spanish) I shall loseneither

.my calm, nor my patience.

28, Today we can show the General Assembly a long
racord of economic achievements: that of an industry
criminally deprived of all supplies of spareparts, not-
withstanding which—with\‘*he exception of our sigar
industry—we have, in a short time and in the face
of difficulties, now attained a growth of more than 7
per cent; the progress of our agricultural development
and the organization and planning of our economy which
shows promising signs of balanced and speedy devel-
opment in the years to”come, The fundamental purpose
of this development is to ensure the nation'ssupplies,
to build up stocks, chiefly of agricultural comrnodities,
for export, and to expand our international trade.Itis
the necessary preparatory stage for future industrial
development, which is to transform the entire struc-:

ture and character of our under-developed economy.

29, Add to this the public health measures; which
give our country a privilegeoposition in this continent.
and “the fundamental achievements' in our education
policy, which now enables us to say, among other
things, with pride and deep satisfaction, that in this
contment swarming with uneducated people, in' this

—~
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.oontine'it whereu eome countries have alaxrming illi-
teracy figures, Cuba, thanks to its xevolution. is now
. a country without illiterates, -

80. But this we hove had to achieve and carry out
harassed at every turn by aggression from all sides
while the literacy campaign was getting underway, it
was marked by some dramatic and painful inoidents,
since the counter-revolutionary bands, organized and
armed by the United States Government, even went so
far as to murder young teachers, mere students, who
had" gone. into our countryside to eradicate illiteragy.

31,” all this progress, which has earned the acolaim
of even those who may have ideological views different
.from ours, these successes and the failures of our
enemies have not served as a lesson either, So the
act of agression continued; the provocations coiitinued;
the truining of counter-revolutionary groups on the
territory of the United States and Carribean countries
continues; the provocation from the United States naval
base in our country cont.nues; and violations of our
country's territorial waters and air space continue,

32, For lack of time it would not be possible to give
an outline of these violations here; but a list will be
distributed to the representatives, ' |

83, These aggressive acts continue, like the United
States warships thatlienear the coast off our harbours.
Every day those of us who live in Havana must see
with our own eyes these warships lurking around our
island, making a show of war or of preparation for war.

34, This is the situationtodaybutwe canalso say that
it is qualitatively different from the situation which
existed before the invasion of our country at Playa
Girdn, for the following reasons, Before. Playa Girén,
the Government of the United States had on more

than one occasion stated that it had no aggressive

intentlons towards our country. It is obvious that after
Playa Girén even the Pregident of the United States
publicly and officially acknowledged his responsibility
and his sympathy and support for that invasion,

'35. Today the situation is different, for while it is
true that once again it is being asserted—as the Head
of the United States delegation has atated here [1125th
meeting]—that there are no aggressive designs onour
country, on the other hand there are records, and
there have been statements and official resolutions
which authorize armed aggression against Cuba aund
seek to justify it in advance, The fact is that the
object—as acknowledged recently in a statement by
the State Departmient of the United States—of the
foreign policy of the United States Government in
regard to Cuba is clearly and obviously the over-
throw. of the revolutionary Government and the des-
truction of our glorious revolution, - W

36. This is happening in the midst of a press, radio
and television campaign which is spreading a cloud of
warlike hysteria over the political scene in the United
States. Add to this the repeated insolent statements by
- United States genatcrg and congressmen, and the most
absurd misuse made of all thefacts and circumstances
to intensify the campaign of aggressive hystaria against
our counfry, culminating in thé ridiculous statement
* that ‘the setting-up of a fiching base on our territory
‘ﬂirough friendly negotiations with the Government of
~-the -Soviet Union alsg-implies a danger of armed ag~
kgression affeoting ‘the security of the United States
Jtself; in other words, they are making a war §care
out of codfish and herring, .

1

. am

8% We are aware that this olimate of hysteria, this

oampaign and the interminable slander andlibel oreate
a pressure which is being exerted ontheUnited States
Government to make.it decide onoer ‘and -for all to
launch direct armed aggression on'our country. We
know that such pressure exists; but we also believe
that the Government of the United States itself

first and foremost is responsible for the existense:

of that pressure, For in the last analysis it is the
inevitable consequence of the policy of constant and
permanent aggression which continued when the new
Administration took over in this country. o

38, There.for all to see are the manoeuvres and
activities which are being carried out in this atmos-
phere of anti-Cuban hysteria and aggressiveness.
For example, the foreign ministers of the countries of
Latin America are summoned, not to Unitéd Nations
Headquarters but, with obvious disrespect, to the
State Départment, and they are summoned so they can
be invited to plot subversion in our country. Again
it is claimed that the so-calléd Inter-American
System is being consulted, a system which'the United
States Government has deliberately ignored, siice the
system was not consulted in connexion with the aggrés-
sion which took place, nor in commexion with the
invasion at Playa Girén and obviously it will not be
consulted in the event of further .armed aggression

‘against our country, -

39, We have noticed that the United States Seoretary
of State has not come to this Assembly to talk about
his concern for peace, disarmament or the cessation
of nuclear iests, He has been ouiside this room;
engaged in conspiracy “and subversion against our
country, We are algo aware that, at the meeting of
foreign ministers and elsewhere, respectable repre~
sentatives of Latin American countries, despite their
ideological differences with our revolution. have de~
fended the principles of non-intervention and nationgl
self-determination, From this rosfrum I ohallenge
any ‘of these Latin American foreign ministers to
state here what was said to th¢m at that meeting
and what was said to them outside of it, so that it
can be established here that it is not _Cuba that is
disturbing the peace .of the continent and attacking
brother countries, but that Cuba has been the victim
of aggression and will certainly be the viotim of
further interference and aggression in its peaceful
and creative development, -

40, Outside the Organization of American States,

without consulting“any international body and in de-.

fiance.of all, the United States Gevernment by its
unilateral decisions is engaging inactivitieswhichare
a flagrant vmlation of the‘principles of the: United
Nations Charter." On the one hand, the polioy of the

' so-called’Alliance for Progress is launched—a policy

of opportunism which is being tried outin this con-
tinent only because of the example. of the Cuban re-
volution—and the decision to support the development of

. the backward countries is proclaimied, - while on the
‘other hand, in the case of Cuba, which has an under-.

developed economyk and a people absorbed inits efforts

to create and to ps o pmote economic and cultural pro< '

gress, a whole p‘nlicy is being pursued with the
object of creating economic problems, and sapping the

strength. of the Cuban revolution taxed as it is by
‘these difficulties and by hunger.' ERTRE :

a

41, In addition to all that chas been’ done, further ,

decisions have been- taken, which have already been-
officially: announced, to apply pressure,by means of

P
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force and retaliatory measures, on the shipping con-
panies whose ships oarry goods to supply the Cuban
people, raw materials for our industries, and fer-
tilizers and equipment for the development of our agri-
culture, in an attempt to anforoe a naval blockade of
our islandc Pressure’is openly being brought to bear
on the countries of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi~
zation [NATO] to prevent their vessels from carrying
goods to our ‘country; and even if this cannot be
- achieved, another expedient is tobe vsed immediately:
the: ;umounoed retalintory mieasures against ships
which carry goods to our country; even against the

interests. of shipping oompanies of countries friendly

to the United States,

42, To begin with, this is the most obvious tacit
admisgsion of failure by those who predicted the eco-
nomic ruin of Cuba, It has been said thet our revolu-
tion, owing to the historical paths.whichit has chosen,
must of necessity lead our country to disaster and to
famine, The faot that these manoeuvres and retalia-
tory measures now have to he resorted to in order to
. prevent ‘trade with Cuba reveals the folly of these
forecasts and of the desire to destroy the Cuban re-
volution by artifioially oreating economic difficulties
and by taking advantage of the fact that our country de-
pends for its economic davelopment on the expansion of
its tradewith other coantries, and will continue to do so
for a long time to come, In view of this pressure to
create a blockade and of the unilateral action taken to
enforce it in a time of peace, I ask myself, and I ask
you, whether the blockade constitutes or does not cons-
titute an act of war, I'wonder if the United States
Government 1is entitled te take such unilateral
decisions outside this international Organizationandin
- defiance of it.

43, I wonder whether this is compatible with the aims
of improving and developing international realations
which-inspired the establishment ofthe United Nations.
I wonder whether the United Nations can remain in-
different to a facot of this kind, I wonder, and I ask
theionresentati»es, whether this blockade which is
" being imposed against our country is or is not an
act of war, or an act preparatory to or conducive to
\‘)\var, and whether the United Nations can conceivably
remain silent in the face of it. Cuba ocalls for

condemnation of these aggressive acts by the United

Nations,

44. The cardinal principles of the freedom to trade,
an old and historic triumph of mankind, are being
attacked. Cbviously they do not dare to submit to an
° international body the claim to exercise a right which
is not theirs to boast. Yet, although they do not have
that right, these acts are being carried.out and of
course the United States representative in this General
Assembly has not told you absut that, But it is our
responsibility and duty to speak of these facts: the
violation of the principles which guarantee the free-
dom (f international trade; the commission of an
_ act of war in times of peace, and the commission—

which is arrogant and absurd in any cuse—of these
acts by a great Power on a small cowitry. But these
attempts ‘will fail again as the previous tnes came
to naught, :

48, Cuba doés not stand alone' it hag friends, it can

count on the solidarity of other nations and relies
on friendly countries 'which must enable it to carry
on its international trade,

46, -But there is something more. something towhich

| oL -eraphatically. wish to -draw the attention ‘of the

vy

Assembly., At the beginning of my address I suid
that the situation as regards Cuban-United States -
relations before the invasion at Playa Girén was
qualitatively different from the present situation, Andl
said so because in the United States there have heen
statements and officlal resolutions designed to build
up a case in advance for direct armed aggression
againgt our country. By way of proof it is suffioient
to take a brief look ut the operative paxt of the joint
resolution of the United States Congress./ -

"Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen~
tatives of the United States of Americe. in Congress
- agsembled, :

"That the United States is determined

‘"(a) To prevent by whatever means may bhe
necessary, including the use of srms"—I repe~~
inoluding the use of arms—"the Marxist-Leniniut
régime in Cuba from extending, by foroe or the
threat of foroce, its aggressive or subversive ao=.
tivities to any part of this hemisphere,"

47. This is very ocurious; now let us just refer to
recent past history. Has Cuba perhaps been gullty
of carrying out subversive or aggressive activities
againgst any ocountry of this hemisphere? On the
contrary. Reflect for just one moment on the invasion
at Playa Giron, supported and organized, as President
Kennedy himself stated, by the Government of the
United States. After the mercenary troops had been
trairied in one Central American country, they launched
their invasion from ancther Central American country,

48, Was it perhaps Cuba that carried out subversive
activities inthis continent, ox was it those Governments
which supported that invasgion in one form or another
which were guilty of this international crime?

49. Cuba has sald more than once—and I shall
repeat it here—that it does not plan to carry out, nor
will it carry out, any aggressive activity airned at
extending to othexr countries of the continent the ideolo-
gy underlying its revolutionary movement,

50, But what does the resolution of the United States
Congress say? The third operative paragraphreadsas
follows:

"(c) To work with the Organization of Amerioan
States and with freedom-loving Cubans to supportthe
aspirations of the Cuban peOple for gelf-determina~
tion,"

51, 'Lét us interpret this, This sub-paragraph of the

Joint resolution of the United States Congress means

that the support given to aggressive and subversive
activities against our country is to continue; further
piratical raids on our coasts are to be financed and
pro*eoted. that further armed aggression agairst our
country is to be financed and given military pro-
tection, In other words, it' means the admission—
this time the express, official and categorical ad-
mission—of the intention to interfere in the internal
affairs of "our country, thus avowed officially and
publicly by the United States Congress, And, by an
absurd contradiction, it is avowed in the very
text of the resolution in which Cuba_ is. accused of
being the country which threatens the peaoe of the
oontinent

1/ See United States of Ameriéal Congressional Record. Proceedings

.and debates of the 87th Congress, Second Session. Washington, 20

September 1962; vol, 08 No. 170, page 18951.
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62, The second paragraph ofthejointresoiutionofthe ~ 257, We _replied to the joint resolution of the Unites

United States Congress expresses the determination:

"(b) To prevent in Cuba the ‘¢xeation or use of
an externally supported military osapability endan-
gering the security of the United States."

< In other words, the United States Congress is giving

prior sanction to the use of arms, to armed aggression
against our country, inorder to prevent in our territory
the oreation or use of a military capability endangering

_the seourity of the United States, Cuba, endangering

“the security of a great Power! Cuba, the attacked,

Cuba, the invaded, fills the leaders of this «reat
Power with panio! I do not think Ineed emphnsize how
ridiculous and how absurd such an assertion is,

53, In addition, in ordertoback this official statement
of the United States Congress with aotion and, as a

- member of the House of Reprezentatives put it, to

face up to the Cuban question, among other purposes.

. 150,000 reservists are being called up, and units of

Cuban counter-revolutionaries are heingformedinthe
reguiur army of the United States, This, according
to the terms of the joint resolution, is due to the
danger that Cuba may become a militaxy Power capable
of disturbing the peaceful daily life of the people of the
United States and endangering the'seourity of this
great Power, What shall we say in reply to this? We
shall say that Cuba has indeed armed itself; that it
has the right to arm itself and to defend itself,
The important question is- Why has Cuba armed itself?

64, Of course we shouid have preferred to devote
energies we have had to 'émploy in strengthening
our military defences, to:the:development of our
economy and oulture. We‘ -Have armed ourselves
against our wishes and oontrary to our aspirations,
because we were driven to.strengthen our military
defences lest we should jeopardize the sovereignty
of our nation and the independence of our homeland.
We have armed ourselves because the people of Cuba
have a legitimate right, sanctioned by history, to
defend their soveroign decisions and to steer their
country on the historic course which, in the exercise
of their sovereignty, they have chosen,

55, I ask you, so that you may answerin all sincerity
to your own consciences: what would have happened
if -we had not strengthened our military defences
when a division armed and trained by the United States

. Government invaded our country at Playa Girfn?

Our revolution would not, of course have been defeated
nor the tide of our history turned:back; but no doubt
the struggle would have been long and bloody, and
many more lives and more.wealth than our country

- actually lost.would have been destroyed, We wiped

out this invasion, this unjustified act of aggression
and arrogance towards our country, in geventy-two
hours, because we had exercised in time the right to
strengthen our defensive military capability in oxrder
to safeguard our sovereignty, our independenoe and our
revolution,

.56, That is why we armed ourselves. We hope to be

able -cne day to throw these armaments overboard.
We are a peace-loving people; we want peace, and

--not war, The people of Cuba aspire only to carry out

‘ Aattaok anyone, any nation. but only to defend ourselves, .,

the great triumphs of its future history in developing

-our country through peaceful and creative work, We

have been obliged to arm ocurselves, notin order to

K | » e

States Congress at the appropriate time with a state=
ment approved by our Counotl of Ministers, the per-
tinent part of which T will read to you, Qur Oounoii
of Ministers said;

"If the United States could give Cuba effective and
satisfactory guarantees concerning the integrity of
our territory and if it would  desist from its

,Bubversive and ocounter-revolutionaxy activities
against our people, Cubawould notneed to strengthen
its. defences and would not even need an army, and
we would gladly apply all the resources now em-
ployed in defence to the economic and ocultural
development of our nation,"

68, If the United States could give assurances, hy
word and by deed, that it would not commit acts of
aggression against our country, we solemnly declare
that there would be no need for our weapons and our
armies, beocause we want-peace and we want to earry
on our work in peaoe.

59. However, we are in no way obliged to account-
to the United States. Congress for what we are doing
to defend our. territoriel integrity, We are arming
ourselves as we think best for the defence of our
nation, and not in order to attack anyone; and, I
repeat, we do not have to acoount for this to any Power
or to any foreign congress,

60. We gshall continue, as long as the tragio cir-
cumstances so require, to strengthen our military
defences for our own protection, and not in order to
attack anyone;” and if we are attacked, the attackers
will be met with the force of ouy’ arms, but also with
the force of our patriotism, i

61, Obviously, the most important and most serious
aspeoct of this resolution of the United States Congress
is that the United States claims to reserve the right—
the alleged right—to decide unilaterally and onits own
account when, in its judgement, these conditions laid
down by the joint resolution as grounds for giving
prior sanction to armed aggression against our
country have arisen, This is the most serious point
because, accoxrding to this resolution, the United States
Government need only declare that any one of-these
conditions exists in order tofeel itself entitled to make
a direct armed attack on-us,“What remarkable con-
tempt for international law, what remarkable contempt
for international organizations, what remarkable con-
tempt for the United Nations' i ;

62, Thus artifioially are prstexts ior agooression

-fabricated in advance, just as attompts aré made to

use as a pretext for aggression the allegedpossibility
that Cuba may attempt, by force or by arms, ) take
over the territory occupied by the . Uniied, States
naval base at Guantfnamo, We have. mdecd more
than once asserted our right to recover this ‘terri-
tory, which was taken from us by  coercion and
force on the occasion of intervention by the United
States. Even international conforences, such-as ‘the
Belgrade Conference,2/have expréssly recognized this
right of ours to recover the territory in question.

63. We are also aware of the: use being matie of thst

naval base at. the prasent’ ‘time, It is being used. to
recruit and train counter-revolutionaries, to.carry .
out acts of provooation against our n_‘lilitar” posts :

i o e, sy .
. > § S . N

2/ Conference of Heads of “Staté oF Government of Non«Aiigned
Countries. held at Belgrade in September 1961. : : G

™



374

-General Assexnbly Seventeenth Session — Plenary Meetings

° at ‘the frontier, to’ aiiront our oitizens and to infil-

trate into our territory-agents of- subverslon, ToN=

; \spirao" and, espionage. .

64, However. we wish to iake thig further oppor-
tunity to state onge more that we shall exeroise this
right at the appropriate time, but not by physioal
-force. or.by arms, We_shall exeroise this right, at
the time we deem appropriate, through the -legal
channels of .international law-and before the com~
petent international bodies, We shall not present the
United States with a pretext for aggression, We wish
that this were a dispute that might one day be
settled by peaceful negotiations; but so long as that
does not come to pass, and so long as we postpone
exercising this right through the channels. sanctioned
by international law, we here protest the possibility
that a pretext for aggression may be engineered through

an act of self-provocation at the Céuantanamo naval
base. 3

65, What is the Cuban position in the face of this
aggressive conduct towards us? From the time of

‘the initial worsening of Cuban-United States rela-

tions up to the present-day, Cuba has always been
prepared to negotiate the differences between the Uni-
ted States and” Cuba, thirough normal diplomatic
channels or by any appropriate means, For ingtance, as
is proclaimed in the statement by our Council of
Ministers, Cuba could have compensated United States
citizens and interests.affected by the revolutionary
laws if economic aggression had not intervened and if
the Government of that country had been willing to
negotiate on a basis of respect for the wishes, the
dignity -and the sovereignty of our people, Our readi-
ness for peaceful and negotiated solutions was stated
more than once, and we declared these intentions

'olearly and repeatediy in official diplomatic notes

to the United States Government, The United States

Government's refusal, time and again, to negotiate

hag served to show that it pursues but one objective,
which is'the overthrow of the Revolutionary Government
of my country, the destruction-of the Cuban revolution,

and inteiference with the self-determination of our
people. ) ¢

66. With the change of the Administration in the United
States when President Kennedy assumed the presi-
dency ¢ of that country, we again stated our willingness
to resolve the existing state of tension by peaceful
means. What were the replies to these words and these
overtures of peace? The replies were a continuation
of the tiggressive policy of the previous Administration,
an cttack upon and invasion of our country, the exe-

"cution by the present Government, as President.

Kennedy himself has admitted, of the plans for attacking
and invading Cuba prepared by the former Admiin-

'istration. Cuba wanted peace and the United States

of America wanted war,

67, Sometimes, howeven, the lessons of history are’
‘not learnt,:and the great lesson of ‘Playa Girén was
ot learnt, Even after that ridiculous fiasco, which -

* g0 affected the: prestige of ‘those who had just been

hinstalled in power, there were further acts of aggres-
.slon,- further refusals to négotiate, and the situation
today is the deplorable outcome of this contempt this
e arrogance, these aggressive intentions towards our
- rooutitry. . :

'68 Cuba,‘ mark you, has been and is disposed to,
.. take any steps deemed helpful in easing this tension

| “swhich .envelops. -Cuban-United States relations, with

their threat to world peace, Being thusdisposed, Cuba

has the moyal rigut to call upon the delegation of the' ’

Government of the United States of Amerioa, from this
rostrum, to say whether the United States Government
is also disposed to take the steps whioh would help

to -settle thie state of international tension enveloping k

Cuba,-

69, I am sorry to say that we do not feel very
hopeful because, unfortunately, we know more or less
what the answer will be, These steps in the interest
of peace which we are disposed to take and whioch we
are asking the Government of the United States
of America whether it is disposed to take, will
unfortunately—and you will be special wilnesses of
this—not be taken, L.

70. We should like these steps tc be taken, We
love peace, we want to work; we want to expedite
the praogress of our nation, We donotwant to squabhble
‘and make ‘war, Yet we follow the course dictated
by patriotism, by cool-headedness and by the respon-
sibility of government. Unfortunately the course taken
by the Government of the United States of America
-1s a different one; itisa coursedictated by arrogancs,
by a desire to dominate and by panio at the example
of the Cuban revolution,

71. Cuba is not an agressive country, it isa peaceful
country, Cube has no monopolies in its territory de-
voted to the manufacture of weapons, and thus war
is not good business for our country. Cuba does not
want war, Cuba wants peace; it wants to live in peace
and friendship with all the peoples of this continent
and of the world. It would have likedto live on peaceful
terms’ with the United States, and yet despite this
wigh of ours, we have had tolive with all our defences
constantly on the alert, with our weapons ready, with
our fighting forces on stand-by both day and night,
always ready to go about our peaceful and creative
daily ‘work, but always ready, also, to engage in armed

- gtrife, whioh we do not want, but which, should it

become inevitable, we shall face with all this historic
courage of our people,

72, Cuba does nct, as has been stated here, repre- -

sent a problem between the East and the West.
Cuba poses a problem of sovereignty and independence,
The Cuban problem is a problem involving the sov-
ereign decision of a people and the right of that people
to self~determination. Cuba has not wanted to be

~drawn into the cold war, Cuba merely wants to pursue

its“economic and cultural development and to shapeits
own future in peace, and it is ready to demonstrate
these intentions at any time. And if it is not true that

“there is an inteéntion to attack our country—although
. we consider that such an inhtention certainly exists—

we urge the head of the United States delegation
specifically to guarantee before this Assembly that
his Government does not intend to attack Cuba,
We urge him, however, to back up these guarantees
not merely by words, but more especially by deeds.
Verbal guarantees were given before Playa Girbn,
and when the invasion took place, many Members of
the Assembly heard the representative of the United
States Government state ‘that there was no such in-

‘vasion and that ‘his Government had not planned:

one; °yet only a_few days later, the President of the
United States himself publicly and oﬁioially agsumed
the responsibility for that invasion,

‘73 Eearing in mind these precedents. wé are con-

‘Sequently’ justified in requesting here in the United

Nationsn that guarantees of non-aggression be given,
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but they should not be merely verbal, but should also,
and above ali, ba backed up by deeds,

74, . Let no one tell us thntthe Cuban problem is not
a question of bilateral diffes<nces between the Units® d
~States and our ocuntry, but rather a problem thaut
concexrns the hernisphere,

76, We have repeatedly proclaimed, and we do so

again, our respect for the prinociple of non-inter-. ,

vention, ‘for the sovereignty and for the independence
of all the other American countries, We do not re-
present a hemisphere problem, Cuba poses no pro-

blem for this hemisphere; the problem of the hemis-

phere is under<development, Cuba is not a problem
of the hemisphere; the problem of the hemisphere is
hunget in this continent, Cuba is not a problem of the
. ‘he.nispnere~ the problem of the hemisphere is il-
“literacy and the lack of education on this continent,
" Cuba is not a problem of the hemisphere; the pro-
blem of the hemisphere is interference by the United
States in the domestic affairs of the countries of this
continent, A problem of the hemisphere anda problem
of peace is the fact that the United States Government
is making ready speocial armed forces in various
countries of this continent in order to foster the sup-
pression of popular movements, and this problem
embodies .nothing less than the .threat of a new
colonial war in America, ©

76, Cuba is not a problem of hemispheric ooncern, but
the United States is because of its lack of respect
for the sovereignty of the other States. Cuba pcses
no probiem for the countries that respect it; Cuba
can pose & problem only for the Governments that
have cause to fear, not our subversive capacity or
any hypothetioal aggressive intentions on our part,
but rather the example set by. the Cuban revolution,

77. The Revolutionary Government of Cuba, as was
stated in the decision of its Council of Ministers,
affirms once more that the foreign policy of our
country is founded on the principle of non-intervention,
on the right of all nations to self-determination, on
recognition of the sovereign equality of States, on
freedom of trade, on the settlement of international
~disputes by negotiation and on’the will to co-exist
in peace with all the peoples of the world.

78, Faithful as it is tothegeténets ofits international
-policy and to the principles enshrined in the Charter
of the Urited Nations, Cuba does not constitute the
slightest threat to the security of any country in our
continent, It has never displayed, nor does itnow dis-

play, any. aggressive intentions towards any of them; .
but rather the most absolute respect for the policy

of non-intervention being convinced, as our own

‘national history - goes. to show, that every people has
the sovereign right to shape its own destinies without :

any odious: interference from outside.

‘79, Far ‘from - infringing this international norm, :
, Cuba, on the contrary—-suffering a tragic loss of re-_
sources and of lives as a result—has persistently been

the victim of interference in its internal policies and
of aggression’ coming from the territories of other

countries’ of the continent not ‘only from’the United«

States but also from some Latin American countries

whose Governments, indifferent to the -tfue feelings

of their peoples, have covertly or overtlyJoinedin the

chorus,of imperialist slander led by the Government"‘ ‘

. of, the United States.,x‘ Cl SR

TSR]

. 80, ° That is our. policy: a pohr*y ofpeace and co-exls--

}'jtence. imbued with-tke firm: and profound desire to

maintain the best possible relations with all: the nations
of this continent. But if, inspiteofit, we are attacked,
we ghall defend ourselves. We are, I repeat, weli
equipped to defend ourselves, for while we: can of
course rely on our unavoidable weapons==weapons that
we wish’ we did not need and thet we do not want to
use~we can also rely on the unyielding patriotism of
our people and=-as history has glven great and
eloquent proof-—on the solidarity of other peoples.
We ‘can likewise rely, we are pleased to say, on
friendly nations and Governments that are ready
to. offer us their solidarity and to defend Cuba's
right to its jndependence and its territorial tnteg-
rity. °

81, We hope from the bottom of our hes ,rts that past
errors will not be repeated. We sinceiely hope that
the United States Government will' noticommit any
further exrror. If it has not learnt the lee on of Playa
Girén, let it at least pause in its arroga ice and heed
the insistent voice of international wis dom I If however,
to our great regret and against our w. hes, it does
commit such an error, thet we put the
on notice here and now that we ars /determined to
fight, If this error is committed,” ‘we . _give warning
that the aggression against Cuba, despite ourselves
and against our will, could, as has been pointed out
here, become the s/tarting—point of & new world war,

82. We profoundly hope that that will'not happen; we.
profoundly hope ‘that this error will not be made,
We hope as much because we are concerned not only
for the fate »f our people but also for the fate of
all mankind, "We are convinced of the" sincerity and

worth of international solidarity, That is why ‘we
believe in the sincerity and worth of the statements -

of solidarity that have been made by the Government
of the Soviet Union, If the Government of the United

nited Nations -

States does. not share this  -belief, that is because

it*does not grasp the meaning of a policy founded on

principles., We place our trust in principles, we carry
on our struggle under the .guidance of principles,
and “all our work and creative endeavours are: ace
tuated by and founded on principles.. We do indeed
believe in prmcxples, .and that is why ‘we believe in
that sohdarity. , ‘ L

83. We do not wa.nt such an error to be made. We

want peace and I repeat here that we are ready to -
take - all the ‘steps that are required in ‘order to

guarantee peace, We “only wish to give warning jof
the risks which we have brought to the attention of the

©

world through the United Nations. Our position. -

then, is that ‘we are willing to take the necessary
steps to, ensure peace. But 'if pride;] the quest for

domination; or ‘panic in the face of the ‘example set’
for the continent by the ‘Cuban revolution should once
“again cause - the United States Government to ‘tread

the path.of error, the Cuban people, always: ready and

willing ' to live in peace, will' 4156 be ready to take
up arms at any time and fight for their mdependence. ’

. 84, "That 'is our positxon. In the course of’ the last

few hotrs, the ‘Press’ and” radio of this oountry have

mind-olir position, but we do ot object to that, In the

final analy51s, ‘we do not care who: speaks last inthis =
- Assembly; it:is of no importance to ‘us‘who hag'the
‘last word here. The last word will be that of history. .

-as recorded in. the future. The Cuban people placeS' i

L ;’!‘ :

“taken it upon themseives to forecast the possibility> :
“that the United States delegation may make a statement ‘
“in reply to our own, We are aware that'that: is hot the. |
‘usual practice’ in the United Nations, bearmg in
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its. confidence ‘in the future and is content to reiy on
the future verdiot of histoxy hectuse for the first
time that people is ahaping its own history in com=
plete freedom. |

‘86, The PRESIDENT:,I thank the President of Cuba
" for his address. DeSpite certain regrettable attempts
at interruption, the Assembly has listened with atten=
tion to the address and I have nodoubt will draw from
it such guidance as it may be capabie of yielding with
reference to the subjects which the Asgembly will be
"called upon to consider, I shall-now, with the Acting
Secretary-General, accompany His Excellency the
President of the Republio of "Cuba from the hall,
and the meeting is suspended for the few minutes
I shall be absent until I return to the Chair, when the
Assembly will resume the general debate.

-The meeting was' suspended at 12.30 p.m. and
resumed at 12,35 p.m,

AGENDA ITEM 9
General debate (continued)

86, The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will resume the
general debate. I recognize the representative of
Jamaicﬂzi.

87. Mr, STéVENSON (United States of America)
(from the floor): Point of order, .

88. The PRESIDENT: The representative of the Uni=-
ted States has asked to speak on a point of order. I
now recognize the representative of the United States,

89. Mr. 'STEVENSON (United States of Ameriga):
I have asked to speak on a point of order. For seven=~
-teen years we have come to expect that when a Chief
of State asks for the privilege of this podium, he has
an: ‘obligation not to abuse it and not to demean the
‘'United Nations £nd the dialogue of dijlomacy, but to
speak here ‘in a constructive and” statesmanlike
manner. But the President of Cuba, speaking as Chief
of State.on a ceremonial occasion, has seen fit to use

" this rostrum to attack my country, witk unparalleled

calumnies, slanders:and misrepresentations, for one
hour and forty-five minutes, Yet I will not claim
a right of reply from this platform. this morning,
Instead, I shall respond to his intemperate and false
charges outside” of this hall ‘and at, once, and with
your permission,, Mr. Président, I will have my
response placed before the Members of the General
Assembly in printed form during the day.

90. The traditions of etiquette and of good taste
which have been established here have built respect for
the Organization, and for my part I do not want to
.descend -even by reply to the levels of the Chief
-.of Stdte we have just heard here on this ceremonial
-occasion; He is right, however, on one point, The last
word will be written by history., -

91, Mr. SHEARER (Jamaica): Mr, President, it is'a
pleasure on this first occasiononwhichIhave the pri=
vilege of addressing . this Assembly to offer my
sincere congratulations on your unanimous election to
the presidency of the. seventeenth sessionof the General
Assembly. The progress already made inthe business
of thgf ses.mn bears eloquent téstimony to your wisdom
and N“g‘ﬁ;. iénce ~and to the firmness of your gu1ding
hand

\/ v
.92, 1 w1sh also: to extend eordial greetings to- the
people of the independent country of Algeria, sche-
,duled' to be formally: admitted to this body tomozrrow,

AT

oy

.:f"“

In their valiant and protracted struggle for mastery
in their <own house the people of Algeria and their
leaders have commanded the respect and admiration
of {free men evexrywhere,

98, Jamaica is a country of { Jver than 2 million
souls but we are a genuinely puace-loving people,
Qur way of life shows tothe restof the world that it is
possible for men of different religious beliefs, differ=
ent: colours and different racial origins to live to-
ge:her in paace and harmony, merging their distingw
tions in a common nationality and according each to
the other the respect which is due to him as & human
being and as the citizen of a demporatic country, We
believe other people can find in our society fentures
which are worthy of emulation but we are content
that they should themselves conclude that this is so; .
we shall make no effort to persuade them, We make
no territorial claims on our neighbours; we have
no aggressive alms; we have no desire to export
our particular views concerning what is the most
desirable social system under which men should
live, We scrupulously respect the integrity of all
our neighbours and we expect all our neighbours to
respect ours,

94, Whilst our attitude to all other nations is one.of
goodwill and friendliness, there are some with whom
closer and friendlier relations have already been
established. We have had special links with the
nations of the British Commonwealth and we shall
maintain those links, Cur Government has expressed
the desire that our country should become a member
of the Organization of American States. We see no
conflict between the obligations inherent in the one
association and in the other; indeed, we know that
we can bring to the counsels of the American States
£ valuable insight into the aims and attitudes of
those diverse nations which make up the British
Commonwealth, and we believe that in course of time
we shall be able to bring to the counsels of the
Commonwealth a helpful undexstanding of the outlook
and aspirations of the nations of Latin America,

95, ‘As a new Member of the United Nations we shall
bring to its deliberations one more voice of sane
reason and moderation, and whilst we fully supportthe
objectives of the Charter and will never compromise
on fundamental principle, we shall always be ready
to seek practical solutions to the various probiems
which confront the United Nations from time to time,

96, I shall not dburden this Assembly with a lengthy

address. It seems to me, however, that the present
world situation -calls for an indication°on the part
of every nation of its attitude towards the urgent issues
which claim our attention, and calls’also for expres=
sions of faith in the future of the United Nations.

97, Spesker after speaker has come to this rostrum
in the course of the general debate and has described
the problem of the arms race as the most momentous
and urgent of all our problems, Weapons of destruction
have grown to such frightening proportions that the
menace of their accumulation has come home to every
man and woman, We know now that ‘we enjoy the
present precarious safety only through an ‘uneasy
balance of terror between the- opposing nuclear

. Powers, but we cannot banish the thojght that some

day some madman=-for it would take a madman to

‘release the terroms of nuclear .war-gven upon his

most hated enemies—might press that fatal button
and unleash the catastiophe of nuclear war upon us.,

- The overwheélming.desire, indeed the will, to see the
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armaments race brought to an end is everywhers in

evidence. Ways and nieans of bringing this about
cannet long continue to elude us, A solution to this
problem should take pre“l:“dence over every other
subject on the agenda of this seventeenth session of
the Assembly,

98, My Government is pleased to note the real
progress which has been made at the Conference of
the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmament in
Geneva, It is gratifying to discover that East and
West are closer together in their attitude towards
disarmament than ever before. My Government con=
gratulates the non-aligned nations for their contri-
bution to the narrowing of the area of difference, and
my Government very strongly suppoxts the proposal
that the Conference should resume its study of this
problem at the earliest possikle date.

99. I urge that such attention as the appropriate
Committee of this Assembly will give to the subject
should be directed mainly at facilitating an early
resumption of the Conference and at rendering it
easier for the -opposing Powers to adopt practical
compromises.

100. The information now available to us indicates that
there is one phase or sector of the arms race which
can be brought to an end immediately~I refer here to
nuclear testing, No one would wish to halt experiments
if their purpose was to advance the peaceful uses of
atomic energy, but the great Powers are asking us
to" put up with the threat to life and health, indeed
to the eventual survival of the human race, from atomic
fall=out, for no more useful purpose than the per=
fecting of more and more destructive weapons of war,
My Government supports the proposal that the ban on
tests in the air, on the surfaceofthe ground and under
water should come into effect on 1 January 1963,
syithout machinery for inspection, and I shall recom=
mend that a new date should be set, not more than six
months later, by which underground testing will also
stop.

101. Speaking as I do for a country which has newly
nsome to independence, I publicly express my grati-
fication at the work which the United Nations has
done and is doing to put an end to colonialism, World
opinion brought to bear in this Assembly has done a
great deal in the past few years to make the position
of the colonial Power indefensible, but in large areas
of the world the peopls are still denied the funda-
mental right of self-determination, and my Govern-
ment urges this Assembly to continue ‘and intensify
its efforts to secure for these people their freedom.

102, Moreover, there is one aspect of the emanci=
pation process to which Iwishto call special attention,
I cannot- join in praising those colonial Powers which
have for generations monopolized the seats of authority
in their dependent territories, denying the peoples of
_ these territories even a rud1mentary experienceinthe
- art of managing a.country's affairs; and which, with'a
‘great show of enlightenment suddenly relinquish their
political hold with little concern that the people are
unprepared for stable and efficient self-government,
" 1'do not advocate that the processof ending colonialism
in the still-dependent. countries should be delayed by
even a single day: Rather I urge that the process of
_ preparing. the people :of :these countries: for stable
and efficient . self=government should -be resolutely
‘and - systematically-pressed forward, The United

Natiens and the specialized agenciescangive powerful ’

: aid in’ preparing dependent peoples to.manage their

be identified .simply as.

affairs efficiently, by expanding their training Pro=-
gramines and fostering the establishment of modern

institutions in these territories. The remaining colo= -

nial Powe 3-should he forced by world o) Z}&xion in this
Assemfly 1) collaborate with the United Nations and

with intlzshous organizations in preparing the people .

of their dependent countries fox stable self-govern-
ment,

S

103. Other representatives have been expressing
during this debate their pleasure at the emergence
of four new nations to full independence, and they
have been anticipating the early appearance of a
fifth and sixth new nation, It is important, however,
to bear in mind that political independence will fail
to fulfil \he basic desires of the people-of thiese new
countries unless it is supported by economic indepenv—
dence.

104, We are all agreed that political independence 3

must stand on the firm base not only of stable but of'
expanding economies, For this reason, my Govern=
ment welcomes General Assembly resolution 1710
(XVI), -which designated the current decade as’ the
United Nations Development Decade, and I think I
express the hope of all developing countries when I
say that we expect concrete action aimed at accelera=
ting the progress of the developing countries towards
self-sustaining growth to emerge from the discussion
at this session, I also endorse the plans to expand the
United Nations activities in the field of industrial
development,

105, In his address to the Board of Governors of the
World Bank, the outgoing President made an earnest

appeal that the funds at the disposal of the Bank and

the International Development Association slould be
increased. Until such an increase is provided, a

larger and larger number of necessary andbasic pro=
jects in the developing countries will go by default for
sheer lack of funds, I" appeal to the Members of this
Assembly - to see to it that the needed expansion
in the resources of the International Deve10pment
Assgociation is not refused. .

106, Within the advanced countries complaints are
heard from time to time about the burden of the
demand from under-developed countries for technical
assistance, long-term loans and grants. The heavy
demands complained of represent, however, no more
than evidence of the enormity of the probléms .of
poverty, illiteracy dand disease in:these countries,
and it is to the removal of such conditions that this
Orgamzatlon and its agencies are dedlcatectg

107. Tn my view, Umted Nations agencies are ap~
propriate channels through which international eco=-
nomic aid should reach developing nations. For this

reason, my Government also welcomes General As=

sembly resolution 1706 (XVI), on a United Nations
capital development fund. We should like to gee it-

esteblished on a universal basis, Pnd it is tomea

matter.of regret that so many potential contributors.

to that Fund are opposed to its ereation.

108. The time is now ripe to revise our termmology
as it relates to one aspect of international ¢conomic
aid. I fail to see why the outflow of capital funds from

_one. advanced. country to another should be called

investment, but the outflow’ of capital from an ad=

vanced »country to a less developed one should be -

called ‘economic ~aid. Where capital moves between.

countries. on. purely commercial terms, ‘it should. - .
international . investment. .

ey
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_The term "economic aid" should he réserved for the
flow® of funds which move on other than strictly
commeroial terms, Thisrevision interminology would
establish that the.performance of some capitalwex=
portihg countries is not as impressive as it now
appears from some.United Nations reports,

109, 'We have already been shown one obvious source

.of the needed increase in capital funds fov deve10ping

economies, We have noted the infor” -«lon in the
Secretary-General's report on the Euuhomic and
Social . Consequences of Disarmament,/ and I am
pleased that a programme for theuseofthe resources
tn be released by even partial disarmament is au
‘item ‘on the agenda of this session of‘the Assembly.
{agenda item 83].

110. Let me not appear'to minimize theproblems in=-
volved, for developed and developing countries alike,

in the reduction ofexpenditure on armaments, Clearly,,

such reduction ¢an only be progressive, it must be
taken in stages, but such spectacular results in
economic, educational and othexr social improvements
could be achieved if only a small fraction of the
world's military expenditure were diverted into inter=
national lending to developing countries, that the con=
sideration of a specific programme to that end is by
no means premature. a .

111, I must now call attention to another aspect of
the problem of providing international aid, one which
affects countries at the stage of development in which
Jamaica finds itself. Our experience is that the pro=
blems of countries. in the earliest siages of economic
development are well understood by those who pro=
vidle economic aid, The techniques of reconstructing
the productive sectors or expanding ‘the economy
of advanced countries are similarly well understood,
What is not so readily understood is the technique of
meeting the particular needs of countries which have
moved beyond the first stages and are just on the
point of attaining self-sustaining growth. It seems
to me thatin the furtheruse of international resources,
special attention must be paid to the form in which
assistance can most profitably be given to countries

“which have ' already atttained a rising “level of per

ceput income but are not yet able to find all the
external funds they need on commercial terms in
the world capital markots.

112, - In .concluding this portion of my address, I
turn now to the question of world trade in the commo=
dities produced by developing countries, My Govern-
ment supports the propcsal that an international trade
conference should be called in 1964 under United

" Nations auspices. This is without prejudice to the work

being done by the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade, We too in Jamaica have suffered by the
adverse movement in our terms of trade. Between
1954 and 1960 the price index of the goods weé' import—
and these are’ mainly manifactured goods=-rose by
31,7 per' cent, while our export price index-mainly
of primafry products—rose by only’9 per cent, The
present trading terms for many of our commodities
could not be better described. than in the words of
the distinguished Foreign -Minister ofoBelgium, I
quote from his address:to. this Assembly a week ago:

( "The old system of aid to the under-developed
' countries, as' it has been practised for a long time,
1;‘; 1s now fimshed That system was to buy at low

“ﬂ/ United Nationis: publicauon. Sales No. 62.1X.1.
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-cannot, of course,

: prioes &\e /primary products of those countries
and then, with a gertain remorse, later to give glfts *
to those with whom. we had not dealt honestly,
but that is a thing of the past, We have now realized
that that is not:the wav to treat people, . .“ [a.i.38th :
meeting, para, 172,]14/

113. The preference of developingcountries fortrade -
instead of aid has been stated and restated and

" needs no further emphasis. It is intolerdble that.

a small farmer in a primary producing :country
should toil for ten or twelve hours a day, all year
round, only to find that his earnings are insufficient
to maintain himself and his family at evena minirmum
standard cf health and nutrition, It is time that infer-
national schemes for stabilizing the prices of the
major primary products, especially tropical products,
should be irtroduced, and I submit that it is the duty °
of the United Nations .to take the initiative now in
promoting such schemes,

114,
my Governmeni about the value of the United Nations ;
to the world. We envisage this Organization as.

discharging responsibilities of increasing importance,
We expect it to extend the area of its operations
and we wish to see it becoming daily more effective
in the discharge of the duties the nations entrust to
it, It is important that the Secretariat should carry °
out single-mindedly the tasks assigned to it by the ;
Councils and the Assembly, .leaving pelitical |
hesitations to the deliberative bodies. It is for this last
reason that Jamaica could not support a proposal to
make a triumvirate of the post of Secretary~General,
Our experience leaves us in no doubt that a single :
administrative head should remain in cliarge of this
organ, To divide his functions would in our view |
be simply to paralyse the United Nations Secretariat, |

115, It is apparent that one of the great unsolved
problems of this age is the translation into actual
practice of the democratic ideal of fundamental |
‘concern for individual rights and for the basic. |
freedoms with which man has. heen endowed" by :
the Creator, .

116, In this field of human rights, as it is aptly ;
called by our Charter, the world lags far behind, |
Indeed, in many areas of the world, even in the so-
called advancéd civilizations, we are still groping :
in the darkness of centuries long past. This occurs
even as our scientific and ' technological advances |
literally take us out of this world into the reaches ‘
of outer space. ]

117, The United Nations must continue to play a key 5
role in the advancement of man's knowledge of man, |
The United Nations can &nd must serve as' the in= .

‘strument for bringing about the peaceful solution '

of ‘all human’ rights problems, The United Nations. |
substltute for " national policy :
itself, It can, however, seek co=operative’ methods

‘of curing ‘the denial of human ‘rights whenever and

wherever such a condition persists. T
118, Jamaica is proud of its progress in this area.‘ 3

‘Our motto, "Out of many, one people";. is actually

a way of life as opposed to a.mere shibboleth. I
propose, therefore, ‘that the United- Nations.concern |
in this. area be intensified through -an interna\,ional
year for human Tights: The objective of .such:a 3

' world-w1de co-«operatlve endeavour would be the

3 5!,",. S

_/ Provisioml translation uken from the simultaneous intetpreu\tion. ".

There is no doubt whatever in the mind of |
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doling, of talent, experience and knowledge to the
end that the total world would be concerned for the
{otal world, In proposing this xcvitalizationof interest,
I am not unmindful of the many gains nlready made
in human xights u%!,ar United Nations sponsorship.

)

119, If the world can benefit as it.did from an In=
‘ternational Geophysical Year--and many of the spec=
tacular achievements we are aow witnessing as a
direct résult of that effort=-then surely we may expect
that out-of a world=wide human rights campaign there
might come some equally spectacular gains in man's
_relationship to man,

&

(Sl
Q

20, Finally, in the name of the Government and
people of Jamaicalurge uponthe Assembly that a fresh
approach be made to the problems oi the international
community. Let us deal with the axrrag of conflict
between nations in a spirit of humility 2 1d readiness
to compromise. Let us look at the ilfis of paverty,
starvation and disease which afflict the majority of
the people of the world in a spirit of genexosity.
If we can succeed ih such a new npproach to the pro=
blems before the United Nations, concrete and defini=
tive results will flow from our-deliberations ang we
shall indeed make this sevent&enth session-of the
General Assembly a memorable one,

" The meeting rose at 1,10 p.m.
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