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General debate (conhnued)

i, Mr. SOULZYMANE (Mauritania) (translated from

French): The great honour has fallen to me, Mr,
President, of presenting to you, on behalf sof my
Government andmy delagation,our heartiest congratu-
lations on your splendid election to the prw:ndency of
this illustrious Assembly, -This choice is but the
recognition of the intellectual and human qualities
which are readily acknowledged ‘by a1l who haye had

the opportunity of meeting yov.}\'l‘o the love of religion

- you add a knowledge of the™mind and a taste for

tolerance.” Once again we -are ha\opy to observe that _
_your election is a fresh tribuie’ to the nonmahgned
countries, ‘ T i :

2. The, _General Assembly has just proclaimed the.
admission to membership of the United Natlons [1122nd
meeting] of four new friendly States which have come:
to “widen the circle of our great family, We therefore,
" take this occasion to” welcome amongst us Rwanda,
Burundi, Jamajca, and Trinidad and Tobago. '

3. We must admit, hewever, that despite* appearances
our conscience is still troubled because of the grave -,

" problems confrontmg mankind at this moment, Like~"

everyone else, we féel the greatest concern about the.

_tension and rivalries, by which the relations between -

those 'who hold the' destiny of our planetin their hands

. are dominated ‘We thirst for peace, for that” peace,

which is the basic ¢ondition for our survival and for
~ the" ‘creation of s better world from which the spectre«’
of universal catastrophe will be banished for -ever, 4

- -Alag, facts and’ political reality conspire to lessen our.

legitimate hopes. At a time when a large part of man= -
kind is" beginnmg to emerge ‘from the colomal night.

“ and'is trying to contribute to the establishment of a

new umversal order, ‘the’ sad’ truth forces ‘them to

. replace the old complex of serv1tude by that ‘of fear.
. 4,*'The ‘great Powers are settling down comfortably,,

. into the’ cold war, which'seems to govern all contempo-
raryl international problems, Theré: ‘i’ not' avsingle

o N

Y in mternatxonal Lrelatmns which is not con-ﬂ;
) : " of ‘gereral. and’compléte” dlsarmament? We' do not.

5, Onv of the permanent manifestations of the cold
war is the feverish race to perfest ; Japons of mass

‘destruction and the. pursuit-of nuclear tests, which are

spoken of by those, -responsible as if.it WP).‘B a matter

of harmless laboratory experiments. ‘ s

6. The Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committée
on Disarmament, which has been going on for severfal
months at Genev, did . give-rise to some“optimistiy,

sbecause for once we “believed that the princtpal pro-

o
N1

tagoniats were meeting with the intontion of arrivi\ng
at definite solutions, Unfortunately, we are oblige Q..
recognize that despite the admirable efforts made by

the representatives of the non-aligned countries this -

Conference has not produced any tangible results,

7.. The ‘nuclear Powers,\acting as if they recognized

that a war was inevitable, continue to follow the same
policy of. making increasing quantities of more and

‘more effective weapons and of inventmg ways of
. delivering’
- precision,

“them fo their desti\uj on with frightening‘

_ 8. "Last year, the prétext for resummg nuclear tesis

revolved as befitted the circumstances, round ‘the '

subject of the moratorium. One side ‘iadnot respected,
. this moratorium and consequently the other side:felt
itself free to resume its own tests With the faults of f( vy

one side justifymg those of the/\t:\ler, there was

‘‘‘‘‘

a vicxous circle. .

9, ‘This year we are bemg given to understandthat the
disarmament negotiations are marking time only
becduse of disagreement-on control. procedures and
the modalities for the destruction of ruclear dehvery
vehioles. B -

10. The trith hes np the faot that no agreement will
ever. he" ,reached i those who possess "the power to’
wipe out the whole of humanity, thanks to. thexr dia-
bolical ardenals, do mot ‘succecd in agreeing on a-
/ minimum .of the ideologicai prmciples ‘which separate-

- them fundamentally.‘ Indeed, what.is-fundamentally -

lacking: in the; dialogue between the.two colossi is
trust; and trust can: only: prevail if- they recognize
that it is possmle for countries with cifferent politi-
cal, economic ‘and- social, structures to coexist and if"
they make this a°rule for- day-to-day action. Is that
not one of the best illustrations of the principle of

: peaceful coexistence which is prov1ded for. in the

United Nations Charter and to which both of them
appeal‘? - o T

11, Ever lince its creation the United Natit:\is has,
been giving'its aitention to:this vital:question of dis-
arniament, without" bemg able to reach dny positive
conclusions. ‘Why 'not . convere ‘a ‘World conference;

. under “United Nations ‘auspices;: at which‘) all States

would be present without any. discriminatiohand whate’
ever their" pohticai regime, ‘to .examine the problem

‘ .thmk that a s1tuat10n which is: so fundamental tg pedca:.
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e%n -he aettled oniy hy .those who possess nuolear
weapons, The life of all mankind is threatened and we

should all join together to contributa to the diseusaion*

and make the weight ofithe Lnive“sal aonsoience felt,

“12, This perpetual threat to peace makes ug realize .
still moxe ‘clearly our importtmoe, the importance of-

the non-aligned gountries i international affairs, We
ate also aware, however, thatto exorclse the influence

which is our due and which everything seems to corf

~ firm, our own unity ie necessary and appears oach
day to be an Inevitable fmperative,

13. In fhe Islamic Iiepublio of’ Mauritaniz, we are
well aware bf this truth because we have experienced
it and are still experiencing it within our small country,
The- lessons drawn from our cwn national experience
prove to° us that unity s possible if good faith and
respect prevail. As”we have. achieved nattonal unity
within our country, thanks to-the desire of the Blacks
and the Whites to live in coramon and to fight for the
sanmie ideal, it was natural that we would participate
outside our country in any form of regrouping whose
direot or indirect aim was to achieve Afriocan unity
on a continental scale, It is for that reason thiat wa
have bheen an ardent supporter and & loyal member of
the African and Malagasy Union ever since its incep—
, -tion. §

14, The reason we are so proud of belonging to the
'African and Malagasy Union ig that in our eyes it
represents the best instrument for Africanunity. With
its technical bodies—the:-Association of African and
Malagasy Economic Co-Operation and Development,
the Regional African and Malagusy Postal and Tele-
communications Unions, the Defence Pact, the "Air
Afrique" transport company--the African and Malagasy
Union is now one of the rare African organizations
" which has such vast and realistic possibilities,

15. This movement towards African unity is taking
place in auspicious circumstances since the Monrovia
group and the Casablanca group, leaving far behind
them everything which might divide them, are now
"embarked on the path of egsential co~operation, There
ig .no doubt that the brotherly discussions; between
these two groups, will ‘lay the foundations for the
complete unity of our coptinent, in which the golden
_Fale ‘will be respect for“existing sovereignty and a
“gearch for new formulae for co-oneration and (el
existence,

16, My delegation-wotld like to ta‘ce this opportunity

‘of greeting, on dbehalf of my Government, all the
African leaders who have made and are today still
‘making untiring efforts to bring all the Affican Heads
of State together round one table. To theseapostles of
friendship, and particularly to Mr. Sékou Touré, the
President of the Republic of Guinea, wé extend our
thanks, -

17. In this quest for unity in the cause of peace and

international collaboration, the small’ countries, or °

the utider-developed countries, as*it is now customary.
to ‘call them, should organize their solidarity and

their struggle in the different fields with which we .

are coﬁicerned in a more definite way, If the non-
aligned State§ want to make their voices heard more

strongly, if they wish to .limit the disagreeable con-

sequences of the‘cold war and its variants, and if they

want to play the impoftant role which i3 their due, it.
is" more_ ‘urgent than ever tbat they should present a. -
united: and solid front to the two giants whose pogitions.

on the problems of peace and peaceful coexistence are

N

hocoming inoreaeingiy rigid. My delegation earnestly
oalla. for anothex confarence ta be held in the doming
' Mopthay like the hstorig, Confexence held at Bandung
“In 1985 Srom which a- 'gnored Gharter of the non=
aiigne Juntries ;would emerge,

18,0 iit s now more than twe yeare sinoe the General

) Aeeembiv, on 14 September 1960, adopted the Daclaru«

tion on the graniing of independence’-to oculonial
countMes and peoples [resolution 1514 (XV)]. Some
States, faithful to thelr national spirit and inapired by
theiz age-long traditions, have understood the needs

of our century and have not disappointedus, Fxom this

vostrum, we pay a sinoete tribute to them.

19, We are particuiarly\ »ateful to France, which
get the first examplee to b:.: followeddn the matter of
decolonization, Uader the lberal inspiration of its .
great leader, President de Gaulle, a friend of Africa
who .is adimired by the Africans, France has closed
the annals of colonialism for ever, Ithas done pionesr
work and has anticipated-history in organizing new
rolationships of co~operation and friendship with its”
formey colvniss, We who have never ceased to pro-
claim everywhere our sincere friendship with Franoe,
a friendship now claimed by those who vilified it and -
us along with it, carvonly rejoice at its splendid
achievements,

20, The situation in certain territories under United
Kingdom control causes us considerable toncera. The
United Kingdom deserves our admiration on more
than one ‘count; that is why we hope it will find adequate
solutions in response to the legitimate aspirations of
the indigenous peoples of the Rhodesias and Nyasaland,
and thus spare our continent a new cenflagration,

21, What can be said of the Powers which still refuse
to decolonize and still cling to their colonial empires,
sowing hatred and destruction in our continent? All
‘our thoughts are turned towards martyred Angola.
Portugal, whose expulsion is desired by all the States
belonging to the African and Malagasy Union, Byste=
matically refuses to bow to the evidance and continues
to organize vast massacres in Angola, Mozambique and
so-called Portuguese Guinea, It is time that Portugal
seized itz last chance of establishing normal relations
* with the Africa it needs so much,

22, This year we find South Africa still firmly at-
tached to its retrograde policy. At the Conference-
held at Libreville in Septémber 1962, the Heads of
State of the African and Malagasy Union recommended

its outright expulsion from the United Nations, since .

"it continues to flout the principles ¢f the Organization
and. to treat it with sovereign scorn. South Africa's
attitude to South West Africa is an ‘ekample of one of
the most senseleqs forms of annexionist colonialism.
1t is imperative “that South Africa should take note of
the indignation of the whole of Africa at the policy of,
racial segregation it'has cynically adopted as. afunda-
mental principle,, It must realizeé that the present

. situation is the prelude t5 a most cruel tragedy which

it is preparmg to inflict on Africa and onW;he whole
world. We hope that during the, present geljsion the
severest sanctions will be imposed on South Africa.

23, It must.be recognized that the expulsion of Portu=

gal and South Africa from the United Nations will
probably have only a-symbolic and moral effect, That
is why it would certainly be much more effective for:
representatives of all the African countriee to meet.
together in order to work out the orvamzation and;
fpractical means for. putting into effect a @ral and

o)
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complete boyoott of all ralatiors with thoae two coune
tries.’ A oarefully chogen body could thus be set up to
ensure the frank and loyal application of this hoycott
and to determina all ine necesstmy mensurca oi‘
conirol.

© 24, It is therefore Eecoming a matter of urgenoy to
break off all coramercial relations with these countries

and to deny their ships ard alrcrait access toall .

African ports and airports and, furiher, to bring our
concerted efforis into harmony, in-all foreseeable
fields and taking into account the new possibilities,’in
“order to give full effect to thie policy of isolating
Portugal and South Africa. e

25. We firmly believe that by piving definite movral
- and material aid to all the so=called Fortuguese ter=

ritories=and to Angola immediately~and by organiz= -

ing a genuine economio boycott of Portugal and South
Africa,“we shall arcuse fresh hopes in the hearts of
our brothers who are etruggling for their dignity and
liberation.

26. The Islamic Republio ot Mauritania will always
be on'the side of those countries which are fighting
for complete liberation and for respect for their uni=
versally recognizel territorial integrity. This being

80, Mauritania has always favoured a just solution of -

the Congolese problem which, while taking into account
the interests of the various provinces, would ensure
the unity and sovereignty of this sister country. We
need soarcely say that we welcome with satisfaction
the plan worked out by the United Nations for the
settiemént of the Congolese crisis on a federal basis,

- 27. We are convinced, however, that rapicLaction is

essential if order is to be finally established in the

Congo (Leopoldville), for every day that dawns beings
new evidence that Mr, Tshombé is building’up and

consolidating his position, with the obvious prompting
of his Rhodesian, South African and Portuguese friends,
It is already to be feared that, atter serving as the
cat's paw of foreign financial interests, he may in his
turn become the master of these same interests and
may geriously complicate the execution of the plan
proposed by U Thant, the Secretary~General, We hope
that every possible means will be used to bring the
secessgion of Katanga to an end once andfor all, whether
it be by persuasion and pressure or by force, for this
is an essential condition for any workable solution,

“28. Before I bring this chapter on colonialism to a
close, I cannot -but refer to the happy outcome” of the
'war in Algeria, We are waiting with impatience to
welcome to° this Organization the representatives of
‘a people which has aroused the admiration of the whole
world and which has weitten in letters of blood one of
the finest pages of the struggle against colonialism,
This is a source of pride and“consolation to us in the

Islamic Republic of Mauritania, for we are linked to

the Algerian people by every possible ties proximity,
race, religion,. language and, above all, the same
‘idedls, Did not Mr, Moktar OuldDaddah, the President
-of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania, say on 16
| November 1961, in this very Assembly:

"As soon as my countryMWas able=on the basis of
the reforms instituted by the . "loi-cadre! concerning

the internal self-government of our States—to make’

its voice heard, it took a stand in support of- Algerian

nationalism and’ eoVonated that the conflict between

our brethren.and od_ friends should be 'settled by
- negotiation." [1056th moeting, ‘paragraph: 35.1\,\-

29. This attfiude to Aigerm wag not expresﬂeo‘r innny
spirit of emulation but beoayse it corresponded o our
deepest feslings. It should perhaps he reoilled ot this
point that the Islamic Ropublic- of Mguritania las
always refused to join the Common nganization for
the Saharan- Reglong, thus forfeiting a cungiderable
flow of investment, for fear thet ifs joluing might
cast even the slightest doubt on the ﬂpuroly Algerinn
ohdracter of the Sahara,

80, It is high time for Algeria to resuma the promi-
nent place which is its by right in Afxies. Through tne
quality of its men. the magnitude of its vesources and

_the realism of its exparienge, «it. will be the country

best placed to set a néw stamp on relations betwsen
the Stales aituated on both sides of the Sahavi“and to

play the predominant role which i‘alle to it'in huilding
up Afriom unity, o

81, 'We are deeply attached to the United Nations and

~ we consider that juhtxsolutions can be found here for
all the problems with which we may be faced, It is
* because we are convinced of the importence of the part
played by the United Nations in international affairs -

that we belleve it i8 necessary t0 mike tho Charter
which governs it more démocratic,

32, Since the San Francisco Conferencel/ the number
of Membexr States has almost doubled and thé political
context has developed considerably. In order to give
the United Nations a still more pronounced uni¥ersal
character, the new world conditions musthbe takeninrto
account, Although the purpeses, and principles of the
United Nations are fundamental and consequently un-
changeable, the same is nét true of its’ working me»hods
and of:3he structure”of its various hodies,

35. "It is becoming a matter of urgency to,carry out
the reforms which are essep.lal in qrderto ensure the
equitable ‘representation of all the areas of the globe
and. to enable all problems to be dealt'with effeotively.
In particular, the Security Council must be freed fors
ever from the unjust system of the'veto, The numbezj/

 §93.

i)

of its members should be considerably increased anti. ‘
Africa should be given equitable representation@n it. s

34. A careful study of the rules governing the Inter-
national® Civil Service should ke undertaken Without
delay, within the general fr&n\ework of the United

Naticns, in order:to engure that here, too, each country «

has the number of staff membexrs to which it is entitled
and has a ghare inthe administrative life of the Organi-
zation, . o

5, N

35, Our generation has the good fortune to be a wit- ‘

"ness of the historical process which is sanctioningthe
birth of many States whose pegples were hitherto
subjugated and deprived of any international existence,
and this process is continuing today, to the greit bene-

the world, however, this political evolution towards
the ehmination of all the’after-effects of colonialism
must create the right conditions for an all-etnbraciiiy

effort to achieve economic progress and social ad-

vancement .

36.  Three quarters ~of, humamty are still langui”shing
in hunger and poverty, while enormous resources are
squandered -for destructive purposes, Thus over and

above the political and 1deolog19a1 differences we have
//economic and social differences Wwhich emphasgize the
¥ division of: the world by erectmg a great barrier

Y United Nationg Conferente on lnternational Organization,which riet
from 25 April to 26 June 1945, G e R, =
< {{} . ey By

.fit of peace. In order to bring aboutbetter harmony in |

|\
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betwaen the, industriglized counttles and the oountrlee

which pecple like to qall undex-daveloped, In o¥der tn
remady thiz state of affaivs, it 1a high time to reconw
- gider -t arrangemonis for glying oid to countrius
wi"xloh are- deepemteiy trying to build up their eoconow
‘n ﬂbl. Bl '

LY Thnse whose g"sod fortune and, incleed whose duty
1t 14 to come- to the aid of countries 'whloh have heen
deprived of their hekitage muat imbue themseives

with the foelings of fellowship which aze essential in "

ordex to rid their assistance programmes of any
- political oharaoter, All too “eften bilatevsl sid pro=
grammesa are aoeompanied by more or.less disguised
politica) qonditiens, The henefits of raultilateral aid
axre froquently acolaimed, butthis formof co~operation
is often made diffioult bv gertain tacit divisions into
economic zones of Influence. In their understandable
haste to establish a sound economic and social infraw-
struoture and to ensure g, modjeum of well-baing for
thelr people, meny of the new African States ave
unable fo escapa the necessity of belonging to new
forms of zones of ~conon*io golidarity, They will take
care, however, aa lar e they are able, not to allow
their agsoctation t6 be the means of perpeiuating the
simple colonial system cfthe exchange of commodities
Jfor manufactured. goods ox te aot a8 a brake on their
“industrialization,

38, It is here, within the United Nations, andpurtiou-
larly within the framework of the Eoonomio andSocial
Council, that we should work out, in all urgency, a new
doctrine of co-operation between all nations, in order

to solve the problem of under-development, and methe.

ods of assistance which are adapted to the new needs.

39. Thatis what I had to say andI now have pleasure
"in concluding “with the words spoken in this very
Assembly, almost a year ago, by the President of the
Islamic Republic of Mauritania, who said: -~

" . I would appeal to those who now face each
other 4n a futile competition and who would, at the
same time, be the guides of this tortured world to
think of the two thirds of mankind that is still suf-
i‘ering from poverty, hunger and disease... May they,
instead, help us to bring peace to all men and to
preserve our common heritage," [1056th meeting,
paragraph 49.] -, R B £

40, Mr, SHAHA (Nepal) Mr. President the delegation
of 'Nepal agsociates itself with all the delegations that
‘have congratulated you on your election to the:high
office of President of the seventeenth session of the
General Assembly Your personal ability and dis-
tinguished record of achievement amply qualify you
. for this high office. We feel especially happy, at this
time when the attention of the Assembly will, perkaps

mozre than ever, be drawn to the problems of the devel= .

oping ¢ountries ir Asia and Africa, that the Asgembly
will be presided over by a-man of your deep under=
standing and intimate, experience of these very, prob-
lems. Also in thig context it is almostsymbolic that a

representative ‘of our great Asian continent has been‘

-olected President of the Assembly. My delegation
wishes you 211 success'in your difficult and mportant
task With your ermissxon, I would also like ic put
on record oiir appreciation of the memorable services
‘of your predecéssor, Mr, Mongi Slim, who guidedwith

- unmistakable ‘wisdonn, and restraint the work of the
sixteenth session, which proved to ke most onerous. o

i 41. When We met in this hall at the sixteenth session

a year ago, it was:under sombre auspices, The  tragic

daath of Dag Hammnrehjold had leftthe Unitod Nations
without a Seoratary~Generals The posaibilitiea for an -
agreement on a suocessor to that impovtant post

seemed to be very remote. Our Qrganization was -

Involved in orie of itg mest orucial undertakings ever,
the solution of the Congo orisis, and this enterprise
was threatened with fallure, Many repressntatives
expressed misgivings about the future of the United
Nations itself. ‘

42, It must give us some satisfaction today to recall
that nobody eventually wanted to.put the existence of
the Organization at stake, In the alarming situation
that prevailed, the voice of reason and responsibility
finally gained victory, An Acting Secretary-General
wag unanimously elected, the Congo operation could |
continue and the United Nations proved able totake new,
fruitful, positive actions in line with its purposes and
aims and to continue successfully its l2sg spectacular,
?ut not less important, workin the social and reonomic
ields,

43.. The most signlfioant event was perhaps the elec~
tion, without dissenting votes, of an ActingSecretary-
(Feneral. The office of the.Secretary~General is oneof

the corner-stones of the United Nations, The structure

of the United Nations is such that withouta Seoretary=-
General it cannot function, We knew already at the
time of the election that U Thant would fulfil with
honour the duties imposed on him, Today when wo
have seen nim In action for almost a year, we.have to

give him the highest praise for his dedication to his

duties, for his ability, skill and integrity in carrying
out his responsibilities and for his vigorous initiative
in the implementation of the principles of the Charter
of the United Nations. : )

44, To him goes rhuch of the credit for the happy
solution of the dispute over West Irian. He will be
commended for his firm measures for a seitlementin
the Congo in accordance with the United Nations reso-
lutions,, His initiative and deep interest in the subject
of the United Nations Development Decade should
appeal not only to the developing countries but also to
those who will be more on the giving than on the
receiving side.

45, My delegation entertains the sincere hope that
U Thant will be given the opportunity to continue as
full-term Secretary=General his successful work to
the benelit of the United Nations and all that it repre-
sents.

46! 1 Thant has been brought up in the traditions of
neutrality and unselfish service. This fact, to which
can be attributed«his usefulness_and the strength of
his position,’is significant for the situation and the
conditions in which the United Nations is working.

. When it comes to major controversies inthe relations

between the big Powers, it is to the uncommitted

.ccuntries and their representatives that these Powers

appeal. We miay admit that they mostly look for sup-
port, each for his position, rather than for assistance

in bringing abept a mutual understanding, But ex-

perience has shown that a .short-sighted policy of
expedienoe has been more and more abandoned by
these Small nations. They know that it does not pay,

* and T think it is“only fairtosay that these nations have
%o ‘an increaBing extent fouiid that their purposes. are
‘best 8erved by scrupulous adherence to- the principles :

of the Oharter of the United Nations.

,_47 ~9ur 1I:av.te Secretary-General used to say. uande,
_U: Thant has: repeated it, that it is the smallmatwns,
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rntherﬁlhan the big Powers; whioli need the proteation
JAhat the Unitsd Nations ocan give. This in itself is

.reason enough for us to close our ranks in dofence and
upport of the United Nations,

48, With this In mind, it is surprising to hear from
guch a distinguished pereonnllty ag the President of
France sweeplng expressions of contempt for, or at
Jeast laock of falth in, the small nations, We have
heard him talking of the irresponsible voice of the
“multitude, We have heard itbeing arguedthat the votes
of the amall nations are out of ail proportion to theix
contributions to the United Nations andto their capacity
for playing a role in international politica. These
.oynical statements sound like a strange.eocho of La
Fontaine's famous fable of the wolf and the lamb;
"The opinion of the strongest is always the best."
Statements of this kind are all the more shocking as
they come from countries that once were the champions
of the demooratic principle that every citizen, be he
rich or poor, shall have an equal voioe in public
affairs,

49, Statements like this, and references to military
and economic strength as measures of politiosl matur=
ity, imply as a matter of fact a negation of the validity
of the principles on which our Orgarization itself is
buéilt. We in Asia and Afrioca have to &cep vigil against
all such tendencies which may tend o destroy the
very foundations of the United Nations, There is no
better way to keep this vigil than by demorstrating as
often and as frequently as possible our solidarity with
the ideals and the purposes of-the Charter, G

50. So let us take these statements as a challenge to
us. Let them be another reason for strengthening our
sense of responsibility. Let us /remember that the
display 'of responsibility by the small, the newly
independent and the non-aligned countries during the .
sixteenth session brought them respect among men of
godd will 4n all quarters,

51, Our arguments are neither money nor weapons.
Ours shall be the moral arguments, arguments of
justice and legality, conscience and truth.

52, Only the thoughtless can ‘minimize the strength
of these arguments, We have witnessed their strength
in the past; we are witnessingitpracticeily every day.
We know how in almost every question the repre~
sentatives of the mighty anxiously look for ‘moral
arguments, Nobody wants to enter the rostrumempty=
handed in that respect. We have seen the principles
of justice being implemented in the grantingof freedom
to colonies, in settling disputes ovér territories, in
investigations in’ trouble-ridden areas, in the hearing
of repr(;entatives of depressed groups of people.,

53. Our best contribution to the future of thig Organi-
zation will be to honour incessa*\tly these, principles
of justice and morality 'vhicn ars emhodied in our
Charter. STy, A

64, May 1 now turn to{{eome of the specific queetione

which are the foous of our ‘attention today ahd which
‘will be the subject of - deliberations in this: Aesembly"

55, The problem ofL over-all 1mportanoe which is
inseribed in the Cha Pcer ag’ the primary object .of all
the: strivings of the United Nations is the preeervation
.of peace, The United Nations has:6n several occasions,
-and sometimes with remarkable results, tackled this
Nproblem at .its very root by trying te remove the

g causes for armed conflict. ‘I have already meritioned

the* latest” contribution in: this respect; the: settlement’

of the Netherlands=Indonesian oonflict over Weet

- Irfan, Here the United Nations has gone to the extent

of providing administrative machinery for carrying
out thedpeneei\il changes on which ngreement hasheon
reached,

66. The prerequisite for sucoess in this and other
gsimilar undertakings is the existence of a certain
amount of good will and trust on the part of those
primarily concerned, a common desire to follow the
path of reason, and a willingness to glve up extreme
selfish interests,

57, Whereas it has been poesible\to gome extent to
oreate trust and confidence betwsen the smaller
nations’ or between conflicting groups within .such
nations, we are apparently far from obtaining that
kind of understanding between the two big Power
groups ,whose mutual distrust {inds echo in vitiated

chargés and countercharges, the armament race and -

nuclear explosions,

S James Plimsoll (Australia), Vice-President.
took the Chair,

58. The two main opponents seem’to find themselves
in a vicious oirele. Distrust leads to the continuous
building-up of nuclear arsenals, which in turn causes

inoreased distrust, Unless we believe in the balance ’

of terror ac a future guarantes against war—and of
course, the much talkéd-of possibility of war by
accident makes such a belief difficult to uphold=this
vicious circle must be broken,

659. It could perhaps be argued that the remedies
which ave being sought today--disarmament ang the
banning of nuclear tests-do not aim at the roots of

the evil but only at the symptoms, But I think such an

assessment would not be correct. There has appeared
a new element in the disarmar ent talks since eight
countries outside the big Powar blocs have entered
the scene. Although it is difficult for somebody who
hag' been able to follow the developments only from a
distance to evaluate the prospects of these- talke it
seems anyway to be evident that these uncommitted
countries have been able to suggest ways which would
lead to the lessening of distrust, If-that is true. We
have another example, and an outstanding one, of the

positive role that non-aligned countries:can play-in -

realizing the ideals of the United Nations. o o

60, The ultimate aim of the talks héld at Geneva is to
provide for complete and general diearmament How-
ever, -we must face the fact that unless a miracle
happens at ‘the Conference of the: Eighteen-Nation
Commiittes on Disarmament, the conclusionof zitreaty
to that effect and the implementation of such a treaty

will not be possible without patient work for a.long, .

long timeto come. We:in Nepal cannot share the view
that 4 ban onnuclear tests must necesearily be ééupled
with. a deeitzion on generai disarmament .The banning
of nucledr tests would in itself be’ an achievement of
tremendous .importance. It would not only protect the
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health and well-being of the millions in‘the werld who, .

KOW. .are. being® subjerted to the hazards ofr nuelear
fail-out, .but it would. also- he:.a, first. step’ towards

oreating a favourable, atmosphere for the success. of. o

the negotiations on. generali’disarmament LT

61. The disarmament “yuestion focuses our attention’

on another matter which has been: discussed in this

Assembly «#or more than ten years, that is, the" ‘ques=
tion: of . the:.represantation? of ‘Chins vin the - United

>

" Nationg, Any treaty.or agreemention disarmament will - |



836

Gonoral Assombly = Seventeenth Seasion ~ Plenary Meetings

be meomplete without the participation of the Peg'is's
Republic of .China, If it ia true that Chipa within-a
short time oan be expected to be in possesgion of
nuolear devices, it will be all the more ohbvious how
necessary it is to gat China to joinin the disoussions,

68, At our last session, 1 strossed the legal oon-
giderations which, by any standards of interaational
law, oall for recognition at the United Nations of the
.régime on mainland China ag the proper representa«
tive of the Chinese people. Ido not know whether these

. arguments, whick I know are shared by many, fell on

deafl ears, Iheard of no attempt to refute them. Any~
way, I am not going to repeat them today. I rather
want to stress the absurdity of the situation, whioh
one day may threaten to impair the whole work of our
Organization, Even the strongest opponent of repre=-
gentation here of the Peoplats Republic of Chins, that
is, the United States of America, has found it neces=
sary-to try to talk with that Government, They have
had to use rather oircuitous prosedures. The most
remarkable one of thess wag, I think, when the United
States secured the assistance of the late Secretary-
General of the United Nations for such talks. Can the
appropriateness of the recognition of the Government
of the People's Republio of China be more clearly
demonstrated?

63. It has often boen repeated in this Assembly that
the question oannot be dealt with from the point of
view of whather you like & pnrticular ideology or not,
or whether or not you agree 'with some actions taken
by a particular réglme, In this Organization we have
repregentatives of all kinds: of social systerns, And
that must be so if we want our Organization ever to

_be universal., And in what concerns disagreement

with actions taken by sne régime or another, there
could ba no bstter place than the United Nations to
‘bring about moderation or even changes in such
antivities, Those who hinder a proper representation
of China are doing a disservice to the United Nations
by preventing it from becoming a forum for discus=
sions with the most populous country onearth, Without
the presence of the People's rrepublio of China the
United Nations will not reflect the political reality
prevailing in the world outside. My delegation will,
as -heretofore, join in the efforts to bring about such
representation.

64. When Rle talk of the moral influence that is being
brought to bear through the United Nations and which
often has effected remarkable improvement in the

° political situation and also in human relations, it

brings to mind the contributigns that this Organization
has made in the field of decclonization, It is true that
other forces might have been more decisive than the
United Nations; but to the. United Nations and to the
exchange of opinions thatis goingonunder its auspices
goes much of the cred1t for the rapid and orderly way
in which progress has béen made in this field,

p - .
65. We welcome the emergente of Rwanda and
Burundi as independent States and their admission to
the United Nations—the most striking example of a
development where the United Nations has played an
important role in the decotonization process, We are
also pleased to have Jamaica and Trinidadand Tobago
in our midst,

' 66. The Congo (Leopoldvﬂle) has been the greas

stumbling=block. - But this can, in a way, be considered
an -exception- that proves the rule, The real short=
coming has been that the United Nations-has not.been

~ able to bring to book the vested colonial interests in

ey

that country. Deplorable power politics within the
United Nations itself have also impaired the final
solution of the Congo problem, For aneutral obgervsr
it is diffioult to follow the logio in the recent suge
gostions from one of the permanent members of the
Seocurity Counoil that the United Nations forces in
the Congo should take bold and radical-actions aimed
at eliminating the vested interests, and then withdraw
compietely within a pre-set time limit, although
political etebu*ty obviously will not be obtained in the
country withix that time,

67. The worst thing that could happen would be if the
efforts to establish peaceful conditions in the Congo
over two long years were to be givenup just at a time
when success seems to be within reach, The set-hack
that is likely to follow a too hasty withdrawal would
he terrible and perhaps irreparable. We should have
the right to expect that all the members of the Seourity
Council, and especially the permanent members, will
pull together in carrying out their responsibilities
towards the Congo and refrain from using the situa-
tion for Machiavellian purposes in disregard of the
future well-being of this unfortunate country, The
judgement of history will weigh heavily against those
who are tryingto make the Congoa pawn in their devil-
ish game of power politics in utter disregard of their
sacred trust to safeguard the vital interests of the
land and the people of the Congo.

68. The effect of world public opinion has been so
much against colonialism that no country dares to
stand up in defence of it. Still colonialismis not dead,
It has shown an appaliing vitality, notwithstanding the
various dieguiees that have been devised to conceal it,
The outstahding example is provided by Portugal. We
are being told by this ancient colonial Power that its
colonies are as a matter of fact no colonies at all. We
are being told that Angola and Mozambique actually
are outlying provinces of Portugal, and that the con-
ditions in these provinces are a purely domestic con-
cern of the- Government in Lisbon, Fortunately this
costly nonsense has been practically unanimously
condemned in the United Nations, But apparently
there is still quite a long way to go before Portugal
dan be brought to reason in this respect. All forces of
reason and goodwill will have to join in an effort to
bring home fo this delinquent Member of the United
Nations what we expect from it, Portugal has been
warned not only by’ statements, declarations and
advice in this Assembly--although their representaé
tives found it fit to absent themselves whenever the
matter was dealt with=but also through the violent
actions in its own colonies. X Portugal will not care
to read.the writing on the wall, the consequences are
likely to be disastrous for Portugal and its colonies
alike, .

69, The discussion of the situation in the Portuguese
cclonies naturally leads us to the consideration of the
situation in South Africa. Here is another country that
has not been able to heed the "wind of change", It is
heartening, indeed, to lnow that the apartheid policy
has ‘not a single defender in our circle. For those of
us who believe in the predominance of moral factors
in international relations, it ig gratifying to note that
the Union of South Africa was forced out of the Com-
monwealth on this very issue. '

70, But no measures taken 80 far have been of any

© avail. My delegation. thinks that no efforts should be

spared to make the South African Government aware

of its responsibilities. It must be feared that time is ~ |
R
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running short, The "wind of change" may rise to a
hurrioane almost any day. The revolutionthatis hound
to ‘come if a new polloy ia not introduced in South
Africa will mean oatastrophe to the celoured and the
white alike. Any appeal we ocan make to the South

African Government, any pressure we oan bring to-

bear, will be of no less benefit to the white overlords
than to those who suffer from their oppression.

71, Before I leave the subjeot of oclonlaliam, it is
appropriate to hail the advent of Independence in
Algeria after 132 years of subjeotion under foreign
rule and after eight years of armed struggle. It is
also fair in this connexion to pay tribute to President
" de Gaulle for si{atesmanship and foresight in dealing
with the situation, We know that his task has not been
an easy one, If nothing elge, the assaults against his
life give ample evidence of what has been at stake,

“72. 1t seems that the leaders of the Algerianfreedom
movement have been able to olose their ranks with a

. view to ensuring the growth, stability and prosperity

" of the new Republic, We hope that the concord wily
last and that personal or factional differences willnot
be allowed to thwaxt the outcome of the heroic struggle
of the Algerian people, We have no'doubt that Algeria
wiill have valuable contributions to make as a new
Member of the family of nations, |, ' .

<73, My voice in this Assembly is the voice of a small
country, a poor country that is making a minimum
contribution in terms of money to the United Nations
and which is receiving more aid and support from the

United Nations than it is able to pay for, It is only

recently that we have ventured to tread the extremely
delicate path ‘of world affairs. Our policy in this
respect is, and has been, {o maintain friendly rela=
tiong with all countries irrespective of any political
ideology they.practise, and without committing our=
selves in advance to a particular course of action in
any international situation that may arise, History has
shown, and the deliberations in the United Nations
prove, that we have retainsd and firmly exercisedour
independence of judgement in evaluating each inter-
national issue as it arises and on its own merit, We

believe that only by pronouncing ourselves clearly and

unequivocally on what appears to be right to us, can
we reach that stage of objectivity and detachment
which is essential for the scrutiny of problems of
international import. Our refusal to align ourselves
with one or the other of the Power blocs does not,
therefore, stem from cur desire to sit onthe fence or
shirk our “responsibilities as a Member of the United
Nationg in assessing international issues, -

74, There is nothing passive or immoral about our
policy of good will towards all and ill will towards
none, We have always been an independent and free
nation and the cause of freedom of nations has always
been dear to us, We are, as it were, definitely against
interference of any kind in the internal affairs of our
country~or, for that.matter, of any country--no matter
where it comes from. Colonialism, as we understood
it, is counting its last days; but as our delegation put
on record in the course of the general debate during

the fifteenth session of the General Assembly [878th‘

- meeting], the international situation of today is singu~
flarly dominated by what might be called "a big Power
" complex" not only among the big Powers themselves
but among Powers aspiring to play big, a phenomenon

which is no less disastrous than colonialism in its .

effects, The situation has not changed since, and the
_ world stands today in greater danger of the old phase

of oclonialism being superseded by a manlfestatlon of
desire on the part of higger and more resourceful
nations to dominate the affairs of poorer and smaller
nations by exploiting the inherent helplessneas of the

latter's position, .

76. Nepal being a ‘land<lcoked country, our position
has deprived us of equal opportunity for developing
trade and economic relations with other nations of the'
world. Nepal haa no outlet to the world except aoross
the vast Indian peninsula and through the snowbound
passes of the Himalayas. We have planned to broaden
the arena of our relationship with China by venturing
joifitly with it in the’ construction of a highway cone
neoting our oapital with the Tibetan region of China,
which will give impetus tothe localtradein the border-
area bhetween the two countries. And with India, We
have entered into a Treaty of Trade and Transit which,
judging from the experience of the past few months, .
will, I hope, be smoothly implemented in practice, In
view of the obligations the United Nations has under=
taken under Article 44 of the Charter to promote con-
ditions of economic and soocial progress and develop=-
ment, on the basis of equal rights, with a view to the
creation of conditions of stability and.well-being, my
delegation urges the Urited Nations to revitalize its
efforts in that direction, especially inthe léss advanced
areas of the world.

76. In conclusion, I would like to stress the fact that
our foreign policy, as reflected in our attitude at the
United Nations, is aimed at rvealizing broadly three
points: freedom, prosperity and peace. By freedom we
mean every nation's right to shape its national destiny
in its own way, without being subject to pressure of-
any kindfrom any quarter: for the Charter of the United
Nations itself is'governed by the principle of non-inter-
ference and the sovereign equality of all nations, big
and small, By prosperity, we mean the economic wel=
fare of the world community as & whole. Peace denotes
not only the 'negation of war, but the_creation of a
healthy atmosphere of understanding among nations,
We believe that there is no better basis for furthering
these objectives than the Cherter of the United Nations.
In the spirit of the Charier we try to promote, by the
limited means available to us, fraternity and reason=
ableness in international relations. We honour the
United Nations ‘as the finest, and possibly the only,
means of guaranteeing the survival of humanity in an
era of atomic explosions; and as the only Organization

. that has heretofore proved itself ‘equal to the task of

averting a new world war and of promoting decency in
dealings among nations.

77. Mr. DE LEQUERICA (Spam) (translated from
Spanish): I would ask thé Vice-President to convey
the greetings of our delegation to the President of the
General Assembly, Mr, Muhammad Zafrulla Khan, His
career and standing as a jurist and statesman are
well known and have our sincere admiration. In these

few meetings we have already seen that he is and will

be a great Presxdent @ . R
78, He began hxs work, mor;eover, by commendmg
himself to Almighty God,.."humbly,- sincerely. and
earnestly", askmg for His grace to glude him in his
mission, He is thus a man of prayer--conyincing proof
of the strength and profound idealism of his character, -
His- is a devout soul, and the great Spanish ‘mystic,
Fray Luis de Granada has described devotion as."a
virtue -Which awakens all virtues ‘and makes a man
swift and ready for all that:is good, In addition, thig
virtue is greatly praised: because it alwdys. goes. in
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.company with other emeliont virtues which are its
fellows and kin",

79. The United Nntiona too is a movement \"hiohaeeka
the ideal: to overcome the thousand Qbetaoiee and
difficulties, material and otherwise, of which the web
of man's higtory and life is wovan, To the axtent that
the United Nations is a healthy force fox progress, we
curselves, though wa miay nothe awareof it, represent
‘the best, elements in each of our countriee. united in
the pursuit of noble ends,

-80.  This is not mere idle talk nor the outcome of a
natural desire to express oneself agreeably in sur-
roundings to which one belongs and in which one has
to live. Couniries with a culture like that ofrSpain do

not take as easily as countries with a northern aivili- .

zation to general ideas, which strike the ‘Latin mind
as nebulous, In discussing the United Natlons in
Spanish, it is/~ecessary to express ideas in more
concrete “term: Jand, in view of oumr completely un~
northern menti.ity, to use shortev words to convey
spiritual ideas, We can and do say in praise of the
countries ef the North that the United Nations is in
fact a northern creation, We Spaniards find its estab-
lishment foreshadowed, as we have mentionedin ather

debates, by our great thinkers of the sixteenth century.

In his -statement [1131st meeting], the representative
of Uruguay quoted the great words of Father Vitoria
egsentially expounding the ideas on which the work of
the United Nations is based, However, sofaras recent
events—those within our own memory=-are concerned,
the initial impetus behind the  United Nations was
northern, as were the eminent men who first took on
the responsibilities of Secretary=General. The lan=-
guage and inlellectual ramifications .of the great
Organization which we, form today are also unaveidably
of northern inspiration\and are, moreover, outstanding
in their quality and range."Iinust, therefore, apologize
or rather account to myselfi for the need which we of
more southern climes feel tt) use our ownmore direct
.and popular forms of expression in our genuine desire
to’ ensure that the United Nations wins the affection
and full confidence of every nation,

!

‘81, I apologize for spe/aking about the United Nations
without giving the usual‘hist of the probleris which we
have met to considér.But the United Nations itself is
also a problem; our positions and our countries' sup=
port of the Organization constitute one of the world's

serious  concérns ‘and one to Whlcli we ‘must give our

attention.

82. The United Nations will not be ab‘le to solve every
problem. Many will always remain to be solved in
this complex world of 86 many different States and
80 many.races and peoples: with legitimate aspirations
and - attitudes., Nevertheless, I view its presence
-among the world's concerns as a good omen; although
it cannot-always be successful it-is bound to achleve
miuch. It will be our own failings and lack of restraint

which may make the United Nations into the instrument’
of confusion which many - delegations fear, not the

«nature of the Organization itself, We, on the contrary,

bear in mind .the influence of this world-wide” dig- ‘\/

‘cussion which is frequently 80 enlightening and fruitful
-and which ust ‘act upon our minds and consciences,
inhibiting our primitive impulses in the' interest of
‘furthering the paramount concern of the United Nations,
- the cause of peace. L A
;83. In order to carry out 1ts noble missmn, the
‘United Nations 4nust at all times ‘show. complete

integrity and set itself high moral and 1egai ltandarda

Thig: is among the purposes of our Organization, and
there is no need for me to retraceita history or quote
portions of the Chaxter, Qur Organization would be
seriously Imperilled by the slightest indulgence

.+ towards any infraction of its precepts or the rules of

justice, If the United Nations were to cendone vio-
lence, ifwsunder the influence of attitudes and aims

- inherited irom age-old policies~it were to show

animosity in dealing with certain problems or a ten=
denoy  to forgatfulness, ploth, indifference and an
Insensitivity .to the urgent and immediate needs of
others, then the prophets of doom--among whom we
“gertainly do not rank—could produce some evidence
for their forecasts of gloomy developments and an
ingloricus end.

84, Mr, Hammarskjold, our unforgettable Secretary=
General, in one of his writings which Mr. Cordier,
our eminent friend of long standing andformer Exeou-
tive Assistant to the Secretary-General,. recently
published In a“major newspaper, made the acute
obervation "that the essence of the United Nations was
to find the best way to develop the material and moral
resources of mankind, without glving orders", Iwould
stress’ the words "without giving orcers", Mr. Hame

° marskjold rightly defined the purposes of the United
-Nations in those ooncise terms and he added that, in

this way, it gave peoples an opportunity to achieve
whatever was best for themselves ) -

86. I find this a subtle, wise and perceptive view.
"Without giving orders." And this is correct. Let us
use our powers of command and sanction sparingly;
let us be chary of denunciation and indictment, If we
view ourgelves in the guise of a Renaissance State, we
shall run all the risks of living as a people apart,
which is not in keeping with our character. In the
cause of world peace, it may be'necessary for us to
take emergency action, even action involving the use
of force, as is now the case in Africa and as has been
the case elsewhere in the past; in that event, it is

right for us to proceed as the Secretariat is proceed=:

ing now, and my delegation will give its full support to
any operations which we afe compelled to undertake
for sound purposes, Let us not meddle, however, or
overstep our authority. ) ' .

86, No Member country of the United Nations should
ever feel threatened by interference in its domestic
affairs by the Organization. Strong emotion is some-=
times kindled by‘the criticism of certain modes of

conduct. It is the duty of the United Nations, as an

organ of legality and concord, to combat such emo-
tions, At present we observe—and have indeed done
so today--the wide~spread and often heated criticism,
almost -a hue ard cry; raised against our sister=
country which is located on the same Iberian peninsula
as ourselves and to which many bonds unite us. Al-
though*we Spaniards-are subject to many human fail«
ings, 1 do not think that mgratitude towards our
friends-eSpecially our friends in trouble=is among

‘them, Althoug‘i we have our own ideas onthe so-called

colonial problems and our own ways: of handling and
solving them in keeping with the nature and range of

which my delegation is:now attempting to outline; we
are none the less conscious of the obligations:which

- Spanish experience, and although’ we support the policy

stem from our -cordial relations\'mth that nation and-

which lead us:to plead for reason, calmand adherence

.to the governing principles-of this Organization; when

the time. comes to take up ‘this controversial subject.
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87, ! Wlthout glving ordere" does not mcanroi‘rainlng
from making judgements and taking clear positions, as
I have already mentioned, in order tq conceal one's
yeal thoughte or to avoid expressing censure when
faced with & genuine evil. We lean neither to one
axtreme nor to the othex, If this senseof justice were
,absent and if the angel with the flaming sword~
metaphorical sword though'it ig—=departed from the
United Nations, then our Organization's function as a
lofty moral force which marks it as the creation ox
present-day mankind would be superseded.by othe¥
and less elevated sotivities, v goitls disputes and
reduce them to their most practioal’ and ancessible
terms is a large part of the misalon of the United
Nations and one it has often accomplighed, But let us
recall an observation made by Alfred Capus, a great
French wit and a member of the school of humour
which was typical of my young days, some time ago
now, and which was called the "Boulevard®, Alfred
Capus sald: "Everything always gets settled in the
end=whether for better or worse.,! If the United
Nations were to adopt that way of thinking, it would be
forgotten as complotely as those same wits of that
period of the nineteenth century. If the oynical motto
of Alired Capus were to become that of our Organizaw-
tion, we would have paved the way for its decline by
ourselves forsaking and losing faith'in its principles
which impel us to overcome obstacles and above all
to accomplish the often difficult task of restoring
justice, That would:be regrettable, because the United
Nations 'has brought to all peoples a new ideai of life,
an ideal which private diplomacy and purely inter-
national contacts did not provide, When we see our-
selves assembled here, when we see the representa-
tives of the various countries of the worldseated side
by side, we are inspired to follow the right course
traced out by the Charter, o
0
88, To discuss peoples and subjects in general terms
and at a distance is not the same as to be here in the
mortal ‘flesh, ready to present’ourselves with our
abilities and aims before the supreme tribunal of the

United Nations. To return to a point I previously made, .

since each people's feelings depend on its own
character, I should like to say that my remarks are
realistic because. it is not the spirit of the North but
the realism of Iberia which prompts me to place my
trust in the United Nations,

89, This Organization in which we are assembled
serves as a safeguard and a firm defénce of the
individuality of each people and at the same time as a-
lesson in universality, To copy the phrase of a great
French leader with regard to Europe—~a phrase which
I do not think ‘was actually ever used—we might even
say that it constitutes the "universality of nations",
The United Nations, with its scrupulous- respect for
the character of the .people representedlin it and its
meticulous observance ~of its' rules concerning the
independence anq individuality of each ‘country, is
promoting univer%sal representatlon m every sense
of the term. o
o

90 A fruitful universalityz cannot be attamed by
tramplmg upon and levelling differences, orby impos=

91, Each day, as we assemble for our deliberations,
we see represented here a great varlety-of political
eygtems. régimea and philosophies of internal organi-
zetion, .

92. Our United Nationg is the best illustration of
universal respect for the wishes of nations, first of
all because nations are admitted to the Organization,
not on the basis of their population or territoxial
area=-which are merely matters oi political or physi=
cal geography, but on that of their actual existence as
individual products of evolution. They are depicted v
the map in different colours, to distinguish themirom
one ancther, All the flags fluttering before-our doors
are a tribute to the reality of their existence, If the
United Nations were, as some say, a body with con=
fused universalist and doctrinaire pretensions, those
colours would not be making such a splendid display
out there and God knows what curbs might have been
imposed on ourtrue personalities,

93, If these efforts to-subdue and Oppress the con=
sciences of peoples, efforts entirely aliento the think

ing of this house, were to prevail, it would rpean the

invention—and let us hope that this has not yet
ocourred-of a new colonialism, to use the term of
opprobrium. we hear most frequently today, the doc=
trinal colonialism which, by attributing divine origin
to_its own principles and imposing its own systems,

, wauld put an end to the freedom of peoples and deprive

-

them of the priceless satisfaction of living as they

choose. It .would be an "ideocratic®.force, as dan-
gerous as that of the political and state control with
which ‘we have long been familiar and under which we
have deep)(suffered

94, Fort\n.ately that system does not prevail, " ln—

evitably there are in every cotintry—or at least in
many countries—ardent political groups which seek
to export their views and to impose their own ideology
on others. Fortunately, with the notorious exception
of one fanatical group, namely, the Soviet, neither

States nor peoples are guilty of this desire to dominate, |

It is only embittered minorities which demand proof
of doctrinal orthodoxy and seek to exclude from
society those who do not accede to their‘wishes. o

95, I ‘many countries, speciﬁcally in Spain in the
not too distant past, there have been=-and there are to

. this day in others—military order\hof the nobility with -

ing criteria and-systems-however lofty=applicableto '

everyone living on this vast, complex andvariedplanet .
TheUnited Nations is-an object lésson in the: varlety

and mdependence oi personalities; Peoples feel

gtrorger in the: knowledge ‘that their ways of 11fe are_ ’

safeguarded by our. rt#es and regulatlons. R

a - restricted and select membership based on rigid
personal qualifications . and strict ‘gtandards with‘
regard to conduct, purposes:and, of course, lineage
and family. I do not know whetheritis true, but it was .
said that in order to join some of those orders am
applicant. must never have ridden . an inferior horse,

one which was not the product of the breeding and =

gelection which gave the name "caballero" in Spanish
or-its equivalent in other Latin“languages tothose v»ho
belonged to such orders. L ‘ o

96. Yet today we 'still see contemporary mquisitors v

determined to uphold similar doctrinal demands in-
respect of the internal organization of nations, demands
whichit is certainly not within their competence to
make, They demand an unblemished doctrinal pedigree, -
impeccable. political conduct dnd“a: récord of never
having ridden the horse of tainted doctrines or ideas, .

‘in 'violation of the tradition which rules. in‘those
. exalted “¢ircles. Spain, being fully convxnced of the -

correctness of its: own politmal conuuct says thls in;-.

all sincerity W A et
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9?. 'l‘hle is assuredly not the system which prevails, «
nor is it the standard for mankind, On the contrary,
the admirable assooiation within the United Nations of
all the different systems and aspirations in an
atmosphere of mutual respect provides the most

reassuring reply to the misgivings of peoples jealous -

of their dignity,

98, The full flowering of the United Nations coincides
with the entry ontoe theinternetional scene of countries
which, as a result of readily explainable historical
processes, hitherto lacked a characteristic and com=
plete personality such as is primarily derived, in
international relations, from the full attributes of
statehood. These:countries are ready to assume all
the .dutles; and responsibilities inherent in such a
personality. <

99, Whatever we may think of these various pro=
ceases, the present situaticn as a.whole gives us
ground for rejoicing and hope, There hasbeena vernal
floweving of races and peoples, especially on the

- African continent, and it is only fair to recognize the

magnanimity and the timeliness with which the old
countries, those that brought the most ancient and
distinotive cultures to other lands, guided the course
of development to which wo owe v‘hle happy emergence
of nations. In the past few days we have admitted
Rwanda, Burundi, Trinidad and Tobago and Jamaica,
to whom we extend the most cordial :and friendly
welcome,

100. Only if we follow the gath of justice and general
goodwill ; rather than that of violence and disregard of
“the ‘spiritual realities in the countries which are still
the subject of controversy, can we reach the point—as
has already happened in many cases—-where these new
nations are truly fations inthefull andcomplete sense
of the term and can join with the older nations in
serving the cause of peace, Any tendency toforce their
development, to disregard realities and wishes or to
subject to a demandmg and baseless Mdeocracy" the
evolution caused by the spirit of the times will aggra-
vate the existing problems and do violence to justice.

" We need an atmesphere-"where States oldandnew can

work together to help bring into. existence inlands not
yet free the conditions essential for successful nation=
hood", as the United States representative said in his
statement at the beginning of cur \debate. -His thinking,
precicely because it reflects the purposes of a nation
adamantly opposed to any form of colonial domination,
has special value and sets a standard for us. If we
went justice and right fo triumph, if we calmly evaluate
all aspects of problems facing us, we cannotbut agree
that these developments which enrich humanity must
take place, as they already have insomany instances.

101,  In-view of this fact, whickis no mere coincideri¢e
but a fundaméntal truth, let none of us be asked to
deny ourselves the satisfaction of witnessingthe new
fiowering and sensing the aspirations of those who are

- emerging into national life and who so often speak not

with’ rancour but with grateful remembrance of those
who, in the cowse ‘of history, contributed to their
materml and mor advancement '

102 ‘We Spamards, who for centurles were so much
involved in the process of establishmg colonies (and
I use this word although it is not:very much to our
liking or to that of our chroniclers in the past), would
find it very difficult to dissimulate our keen satis-
fAction or to, appear downcast’or smmoved at this hour

when.a new worldis beingborn, Thata greater number

of people should live happily, “with a greater sense of

M

‘September 1960 which deals with what that newspaper’

their worth as human beings and withgreater{reedom
coupled with greater responsibllity. is indeed cause
for rejoicing.

103, At the great Counocil of Trent we Spaniards were’
champions of human equality, Qur theologians argued
that ail men had suffidient grace to attain their own
salvation and an equal capacity to win eternal life, If
they were worthy of such a supreme destiny, how
could ‘they be denied that essential equality in their
earthly existence? When the time for practinal action.
came, although material errors were made, the treat=
ment of the Indians by the Spaniards safeguarded those
essential principles and paved the way for the racial
fusion which was the pride of Spain's expansion and
the source of new civilizations. Our theory of equality
is not limited to the mere acceptance of lofty prins
ciples or even to the sharing of commonideals. In the
course of history we have brought about not only a
spiritual but also a physical fusion which provides
supreme and concluasive procf of our concept of the
»aces of man, of their kinship with each other and
their equality befoxe God.

104, In America, at the time of its discovery and for
three centuries thereafter, we Spaniards were the
protagonists of many historical developments, includ-
ing that of emancipation, When Africa's hour struck—I
am thinking in partioular of the midway point in the
nineteenth century—~Spain had an infinitely smaller
role to play. We were given only a very minor part
in the great African drama of the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries. Other peoples reaped the benefits
and the glory, those peoples who, atthe cost of danger
and sacrifice, made African colonization possible, We
barely had a place at that banquet table. To quote a
well~known verse, we might call ourselves "the ill=
starred guest at the banquet of life", That is why our
responsgibilities are so limited today. I need hardly
add that we consistently accept those responsibilities

ir-a spirit of co~operation with the United Nations and

of support for its principles.

105. A possible danger in the United Nations is that
the beneficent and-at times decisive trends towards
iberation will be exploited by groups interested in
creating political disturbances and able to feign ideo=~
logical fervour and liberal enthusiasm for the sole
purpose of stirring up those who are honestly pursuing
that aim and of inciting them to hot-headed action
which serves the purposes of such groups.

106. In the.debate, on independence for the colonies
the Soviet Union and the countries associated with it
politically have attempted, to Some extent successfully,
to exert such an influence on the groups which are
pressing for likeration. On the whole, those groups.
have shown considerable circumspection and have not.
taken the temptations spread before them by the great

“enemy of freedom .at their face value, Complete ab=

stention would have been contrary to human nature; it
is very d1fflcult to resist the desire to make use of

allies, even where the situation is highly confused and ‘

the lack of sincerity is all too apparent.

107. Is it really, possible to imagine anything more

Y

curious than the call for a struggle against colonialism 2

grim: and if the problems involved were not such. as to
transcend petty tactics and comedy, those antics would:

- make a farce of our deliberations. I often rscall an

article " published. in The New: York Times of 24

ek
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calls the Soviet lack of sincerity and'notes that those
who ordered the Hungarian revolution drowned inblocd
dare to shed orocodile teaxs over the fate of other
States whioch are now Members of the United Nations
and which have won their freedom in recent years
without a struggle of any kind,

108, This has been pointed out by a number of elo~
quent speakexs, in the course of the debate. I shall not,
however, express myself in such heated language as,
for example, did the representative of Guatemala, Such
language reflects an intemperate approach which is
not ours, I shall remind the Assembly of a statement
which was calmer both in its terms and conient, that
made by our eminent colleague the Canadian Sooretary
of State for External Affairs. On 25 September [1130th

. meeting] the Secretary of State had the following to

[

say:

"In 1960, the Prime Minister of Canada reminded
the General Assembly about the position of subject
peoples within the Soviet empire, Many millions
there cannot today exercise the right of self=deter=
mination which the Soviet Government demands for
others,

"This denial of human rights and fundamental

freedoms casts grave doubt™—I emphasize this--"on -

the Soviet Union's whole position on colonialism,
When the United Nations is examining situations in
many other areas of the world, it should not ignore
the areas under Soviet rule,"

I regard the Canadian Secretary of State's reference
- to his "grave doubt" about Soviet conduct as most
correct and charitable, The unique talent for under-
statement of the British literary mind has clearly
" spread to the Commonwealth Ifearthat the rest of us,
if we were to speak our owniminds on the matter
instead of leaving it to othere,‘ would have used
expressions stronger than "grave doubt", For example,
the representative of the Federation of Malaya [1140th
meeting]: warned the United Nations againstthe danger
of concerning itself exclusively with the traditional
and more easily recognizable form of colonialism
without being aware of the dangers of a new and more
subtle form of imperialism. The violation of the right
to freedom, said the representative of the Federation
of Malaya, constitutes imperialism, whether it ap=
_pears in Tibet or in Hungary.

109. The point is that all the activities of the United
Nations, the activities peculiar to the Organization,

cannot keep us from considering the basic problem of .

* international - politics, Our efforts to solve United

Nations problems &ire sound; attempts to reduce

. partial conflicts are commendable and measures to

. ‘this task by the Hispanic world—was deserving of the

promote friendly relationships among peoples, none
of which must be excluded if we are to achieve our
true purpose, are most useful. The clear statement
made yesterday to that effzct by the representative of
_Honduras<who_.did not fail to note the part played in

highest praise, But all this is not enough to make us
forget the fundamental fact of our times: the division
of the world into two great pohtico-mihtary camps,

. pursuing conflicting’ goals and locked in a struggle—

fortunately so far bloodless—to decide what course’

the evolution of our culture, our cnnhzation and our

_very life is to take. S

110, The delegation of Spam—-let me. repeat this as ;

‘I do every year=is not neutral in its attitude towards

- thig confhct much less neutrahst for the concept of

reutralism reflects a dootrlne and a position" whioh it
is sought to impose on othexs. Yet wehave many good
and close friends in these camps, For ourselves, we

-are not neutral nor do we not aspire to persuade other

peoples to fold their arms and adopt an attituds of
indifference towards the present confliot, With all due
respect for the views of othev-s, I say that the worid
seems to us today to bs divideu into two camps, one
of which constitutes a real danger and, if allowed to
have its way, will destroy all the values of civilization,
while the other is committed at the cost of effort and
sacrifice to the defence of those values and to the
necessary preparation of the instruments which would
be needed if at a crucial moment it had to resort to
violence in defence of those principles. '

111, Ibeg the Assembly's indulgence for this lacl. of
subtlety in our statements, which is the fruit of.a
Spanish tradition of realism in art, jiterature and
human relations; we speak in accordance witk: that
tradition and we speak with compiete sincerity, We do
not desire, we do not relish and we do not geek these
clashes and this state of permanent hostility. Who
could think that we do! It is simply the reality con=
fronting us: on the one hand evil, on the other a posim - .
tion which is right, a position whichis good, io put the
matter with simple but well=weighed candour.’ We
believe that everyone has a duty to apply his best’
efforts, his heart and his soul, to thé defence of the

ot

. principies symbolized for us by the so-called Western

‘Powers, which are headed by the United States of

" America, no doubt because of its spiritual leadership

and material power, Acord1a1 European spirit, suchas
that with which we aré imbued, is perfectly compatible
with the words and thoughte of our delegation on this
point. We Spaniards, after all, spent much of our
substance on the process of expansion towards .the
Western hemisphere and to that memory, which is 3
reality today, we remain faithful, European harmony
in no way impairs this definition of bpain's approach

to world affairs, ‘

112, This clear statement of principles, 1t need
‘hardly be said, does not imply that, where political
‘matters not affecting the general policy of the Western
community are concerned, we are unable to adopt a
p051tion different frcm that of some of the ‘countries -
in this bloc, .

113, In this Assembly we always reiterate our honest

=

“desire to praise the great Powers when their strength

is placed at the service of law and provides a safe="
guard against possible infringement of law:° As longas

. Germany, one of the most illustrious Europeannations;
. lives at the mercy of violence, its national unity

destroyed, its territory divided into two by aninvader
infinitely .ruthless towards its mhabitants, ‘whose"
dramatic escapes from oppression are a’ sobering
daily occurrence, it will be impossible to ‘speak -
impartially of the activities. and precautionary mea=
sures of both sides—and I emphasize those. words, We
cannot but feel that it would be derisive to speak in:
measured tones while such a violation of right con-
tinues with impunity, as if proclaiming the slogans of-
anarchy and of dlsregard for the trad1t1ons of law.

114. The ‘“whole of péhtlcal international life is 1 v1— o

‘tiated by .the peculiarities of |5he Soviet moral code.
As a result of the apphcation of ‘its current prm-\-.« .
mpies norimal debate is replaced by mtermmabfe o

commumst ‘points. of order, disruptive and ever—, o

threatening. Therefore—as Thave said time and again—
;when we hear talk of disarmament and observe enthu-

Vo
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giagtic choruses and cuncerts zealously advooating
that. goal, we too are willihg to sing along and to play
whatever instruments we should in the orchestra for
peace=of course we avre!=and quite sincerely; but
only provided that this does not jeopardize to the
smallest degree t-3 vigilant strength of those who
stand for civilization by, as it were, inoreasing their
isolation under moral pressure. We find it impossible
to address ourselves simultaneously to the two political
divisions of mankind and to join, at the seventeenth
session of the General Assembly, in urging "both"
without distinction to limit their armaments, to cut
down éxcessive expenditure on military preparations
and to reach agreement on precautionary measures,
Our first concern is that the group defending the
eternal principles of morality and law must remain
vigilant and alert so as not to be taken by surprise by

the other party. Let not our well-meaning appeals-

serve to dishearten, or at the least to confuse, those
who defend us. Let us stand at their side ready to co=
operate with them. We feel that this way of thinking
‘makes us no less human than others; only, in our
modest way, we are somewhat cautious,

115, We welcome, quite as warmly as all the repre-
sentatives wlio have spoken here, the fact that meet-
ings of the great Powers are taking place with the
participstion of others which, although smaller, also
have an interest in the matter, to tryto attain general
and complete disarmament as speedily as possible.
The results achieved have been meagre, but there is
gomething constructive in the fact that the meetings
have taken place and may continue in the future with

. the helpful participation of eight countries which do

not belong:to mihtary blocs and whose activities have
earned the praise of the other participants, We long
for the discontinuance of nuclear testing, and we hope
that rapid agreement may be reached, with adequate
international safeguards, so that the countries now
carrying out the tests will be able to abandon them
without fear that their good faith may be abused as
chas happened in the past.

116, It is diso gratifymg to note that the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space has held'a number
of .meetings and is submittmg its repori on them
to the Assembly, thus giving hope of better co-opera-
tion between the various countries in‘his connexion
‘in the Zuture. Let us hope, too, that the debates at the

- pregent session of the General Assembly may help to

point the way to-solving the legal problems which
arise from thel’ )ration and use of outer space but
on which the Cotumnittee has made no specxﬁc reQom-
mendztions. .

117, We would spe\x in greater detail to demonstrate

~ our total attachment o right principles and purposes,

were it nof that our aspirations, as a nation without

" yp-to-date weapons, are .so Platonic. Wé leave it to

others, like the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
‘of the United Kingdom | who has ably done so, to enu=~
merate, recount and s-weculate. Speakmg from a posi-
tion of strength based on massive armaments, he
shrewdly said [1131“11 meeting] that it was unheroic

“and degrading that in the twentieth century menshould

" -depend for their existence on the balance of terror,
. but that we must accept that it was-so and must not
“disturb the balance of power while striving to base
\_peace on interdependence. C

118, If there is no respect forbasm security, if it has

““riot ‘been: poss1ble to’ establish these firm foundations,
o and 1f those who 1ead the forces of civilization in the

face of tremendous dangers have found no *espitet let
ug not harass them with ouy importunitys let us all,
as our strength allows, tread the path of snorifioe.

119. The Intvoduction: to the annual reoort of the
Secretary-General [A/5201/Add.1] gtates that the
division of the world into rich and peor countries is
much mote real and explosive than the divigion of the
world on ideological grounds., We find it difficult to
share this belief, which is basad on a philosophy dif=
ferent from that of my delegation. Let it be noted,
moreover, that we speak for a country which is not
partioularly prosperous, a European nation which leads
a somewhat austere life quite different from the
splendours of those who occupy the apex of contem-
porary society. And yet this belief seems to us con-
fused, doctrinaire, gnd a traitor to the truth which it
purports to serve, Seldom do the poorer sections of
any country feel envious of other countiries, Such
feelings usually relate rather toindividuals orclasses
but are quite alien to the complex and emotional make~
up of national entities, with all their aspirations and
illusions. We say this to the credit of human nature,
which is not so materislistic as it appears.

120, However, this difference of outlook does not
prevent us from participating fully in the task of
assisting thz various peoples, and we most fervently
welcome the Unpited Nations Development Decade,
which may lay the foundations for satisfying the legi=-
timate aspirations of a large part of mankind, unuble
to supply even its most elamentary needs.

121. Despite what I have said, the great Powers do
have a duty to headthe just demands of other countries
for a uniform political and economic developrrient of
international life. The Spanish delegation would noi
therefore oppose conferences or meetings which might
facilitate understanding economic and trade matters
if they can be kept free of political 00nsid°rations
hostile to our fundamental beliefs.

122, The representative of Chile has well said during
this debate:

"We are running the risk that we shall soon con=
quer the moon, which is a dead planet, without being
able to conquer the earth, which is a live planet, To
conquer ‘the earth means to make it habitable and
capable of providing education; a decent dwelling and
sufficient food for the millions of men who at present
lack bas1c esseut1als" [1135th meeting].

123." This a531stance by some peoples to others who
are in need and the disinterested support given {o
1mprove conditions on the hard pathway of life are a
credit-io the public conscience—and the United Nations
has made a great contribution in this regard, We our=
selves have received economic assistance from<sther
countries—partigularly the United States-—-and we
recall this in. order to express our gratitude ‘and af=
fection towards those who thus sustamed us in times
of difficulty. ot X ST B ’

124 In the Preamble to the Charter, the Umted‘
Nations expresses its “desire "to promote\‘ . better
standards of life in larger freedom" anc’ o employ
international machinery for the promotion of ., .eco=
nomic...advanéement". Seventeen years after this
statement of purpose, the problem of economic devel=
opment is one of those which receive thé greatest
attention in the work of this Organizatlon. Progress
thus far has been -very slow. While a great many .
-countries~by - gaining ‘their * independence—have
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‘achieved political developmient since the United Nations
. was founded, very few have succeeded in that period
“in overcoming their state of economic stagnation, In

< recognition of that fact, we adopted resolution 1710
~ (XVD), containing a complete programme of action
. known as the United Nations Development Deocade, to
which I'have already referred,

125, This foreign aid may be channelled through cer=
tain kinds of mechanisms~-and mainly through external
trade~but it cannot be regarded as a panacea., The
main development effort must come from the nations
themselves, each_ country impesing upon itself the
sacrifice and self-denial which are needed to set the
economy in order, without expecting lottery prizes. I

speak, moreoyer, for a country which is certainly no
stranger to lotteries,

126. In this connexion, perhaps I may oite the case
of Spain as a significant example. By modernizing
economic methods, overhauling its structures and
making better .nse of its resoirces, my country has
achieved, primarily by its own means, a notable rise
in the level of living, a definite stability in its cur-
rency and the formation of reserves which provide
safeguards of every kind as. we confront the vast
development programme now in progress. ,

127. On the basis of this experience, we can affirm
that the estahlishment of a realistic exchange rate,
an effort to increase exports and an overhaul of
domestic structures are essential preréquisites for
attaining the results desired of foreign assistance.

128, It is true, of course, that if an effort to increase
exports is to produce results, particularly in the
early stages when the necessary degree of diversifi-
cation has not yet been achieved, there must first of
all be an effective stabilization of ‘the mternatxonal
commodity market. This is a matter of concern to
almost every country, as it will secure those countries
against price fluctuations that can ruin their plans. In

this connexion, international agreements on specific_

commodities may prove to be a useful approach, and
one perhaps more practical than a conference-—al-
though we do not reject that idea~which would try to
‘cover all the problems raised by world trade, In our
view, the existing agreements; including GATT as-an
outstanding example, are adequate for the purpose.

, v :
129, Because the United Nations has to contend with
'S0 many problems, it is only-logical, befo_re conclud-
ing, to give some thought to improvements in its work=

ing and in its structure. Where the United Nations -
itself is concerned, as I said at the outset and as my.}

statement has indicated, we should’seek whatever,
measures will make it more useful and effectiye. The
greater our faith in its purposes—and wé hdve such
-faith-the greater the effort we should make to achieve
these benef1ts. ’ -

<130 We appremate that the introduction of certam

changes in workmg methods hds become necessary so -

that the United Nations will be able to meet the needs
“of the times and to act in accordance with its true
character, which differs greatly in many respects
wfrom that of 1945, when the Organization was estab-
lished at San Francisco. In particular, an increase
in the size of the Security' Council and the Economic

and Social Council appears called for in the near future

.80 that they may reflect the. growth of membershlp in
recent years.

,“"

131 Pendmg the: mstitutmn ina constxtutional manner

- ~ of the necessary reforms, my delégation feels that we

ust make use of what we have and must try3in that
way, at least to improve the working of the United
Nations; if if is not possible {c improve its structure,
In this connexion, we are in general agreement with
many of the cemments put forward by the President
of the General Assembly at the last session, the
representative of Tunisia, with a view to expediting
_the work of the Qrganizatizn. This must be done not
“oniy=hy. adopting certain formal resolutions but alse
by bearing constantly in mind the reed to shorten the
debates, to avoid points of order that arenot absolutely
neceasary' and to reduce to a minimum statements on
secondary questions which sometimes divert the
attention of the Assembly to the detriment of its
essential work. If this were done, it wouldbe possikle
to avoid the indefinite prolonwation of sessions and to
engure  that the Assembly—and this “is the wmost
serious aspect of the prolongation of sessions—does
not decline in importance ‘and interest In the eyes of
the world by becoming a kind of permanent delibera=
tive body. .

132. In speaking of changes in the structure.of the
Organization, we should like to comment on the idea
supported by some Member countries that its execu-
tive organ should be replaced by a kind of triumyi=
rate—the so-called "troika" system-whieh according
to the Soviet Union representative's statemen t, should,

-also be extended to other principal organs of the
. United Nations, thus converting it into an estaplished

organization of disunited nations divided mfo three
blocs,

133, My delegation does not share the outlook of the
Soviet representative, and it strongly supports the
retention of the office of Secretary-General in the
hands of one pérson as the only way of making éffec=
tive the organ which typifies the executive aspect of
the United Nations and whose prestige in the world is
beyond question, Much less can we accept the setting=-
up of a system of three rigid groups in other United
Nations bodies, which would introduce a basic opposi=- .
tion between those groups and would allow of nmo
flexibility in copmg with pohtlcal (vceahtles at any
given time. ,

134, Happily, the office of Secretary=General:is at .
present vested in a person of calm temperament and
proved competence, whose” capabilities and political

-gkill we  krow “Well, havmg worked with him. in the

Assembly and particularly in the First Committee,
where his statements will always remain alive in our
‘mémory. We hope to see consohdated on a,permanent

‘basis=-and we shall do our part to that' end=-the pro--

visional status of'an official who has the qualifications
for : playing one of the major roles in working for

‘peace. We are happy, too, that the'civilizationto which
‘he belongs, a great civilization that has. shaped the
“mstory of the world, should be. thus-honoured.

135, Therefore, with both reservatlons and endorse-
ments, neither dlsregardmg realities nor losing’ hope
because of therii.in the betterment of mankind and in
co-operatlon between all peoples, let us: continue, in

“this seventeenth ‘session of the General A.Qsembly and
An ‘the whole life of the United. Natlons a woitk wortliy

of universal trust and of the apphcation of our-best
endeavours to the task-of perfecting and improvmg
that. work, and worthy also of the blessings of the
Almlghty, who never- talls noble endeavours. ;

Mr. Zafru]la Khan (Pakistan) resumed the Chair.
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136, Mr. PUPLAMPU {Ghana): Permit me, Mz,
President, to offer you the warmest felicitations of
the dolegation of Ghang on your eleotion to the high
office of President of the General Assembly, It is a
matter of deep gratification to my delegation that the
deliberations of this most important session of the
General Aesembly are prooeeding under the guidnnee
of so distinguished a statesmen. jurist and diplomatist
a8 you, renowned as you are for impartiality and a
lofty sense of duty, and corningas youdo from a coun=
try with which my own country is maintaining such
eloso and friendly ties within the framework of the
great Asian-Afriean community,

137. It also gives my delegation special pride, and
satisfaction that four new States—Rwinda, Burundi,

Jamiica, and Trinidad and Tobago—have aehievee
.independence and taken their rightful place in the.
‘United Nations. My delegation was happy to be as='
sociated with their applications for admission to the
United Nations. We assure them of our welcome,
understanding’ and support and we express the con-
fidence that they will so conduct their affairs as to
consclidate and strengthen their independence, suce

.cessfully undertake the vast tasks before them ‘of
social and economic - reconstruction,” and make an

effective contributien to the work of this Organization.

138, My delegationv is particularly happy also at the
- prospect of“wne admission to the United Nations in the
near future of Uganda whose progress along the road
to independencewmy Government and people have

& followed Wwith fraternal sympathy andsup port, Further-

»139, 'I‘he Government of- Ghana has also welcomed i

* more, we have greeted with boundless joy the acces-
sion to sovereignty of Algeria, after many years of
heroic_ struggle and unprecedented sacrifice, which we
" have always saluted with’ Geep admiration and total
brotilerly solidarity. Can, there be a more inspiring
symbol of what a people\uneer foreign domination can
~achieve, intheface of overwhelming odds, given single-
néss of purpose and the determination {o secure its
liberation? Ghana, which yesterday co=-sponsored

Algeria's admission to the United Nations at the.

Security Council [1020th meeting] looks forward to
welcoming the delegation of Algeria, which will take
its seat in this Assembly next Monday. -

with “pleasure the recent agreement on West Irian

Y between the Government of Indonesia and the Govern-

o

‘ment of the Netherlands which has eradicated a relic
of colonialism“which was increasingly endangering
vinternationai pedee and security. My Government,
~‘Wwhich.hag béen as firm a supporter, of Indonesia's

~ “legitimate rights &s it is dedicated to the peaceful

settlement of disputes, is appreciative of Jthe patient
and. constructive efforts of.the parties concerned and
is gratified at the important roie played in the ‘achieve=-
ment of thmsolution by the ‘Acting Secr etary-General

and big fecial representative. g

=

1463, Not only’ do these auspicious events constitute :
. a notable landmark in the inexorable hisforical pro-

cess of liberation of subject peop‘es from (lie yoke of
vcolonialism, they are alsosa mgnificant addition to

* the- exisﬁng breaches in the, fortifications of colonjal=
. ism, " thrcugh which, the winds..of . chenge, JNOW raging

with the force of a hurmcan{e,‘ will sgon dislodge all

remsining obstacles to .the liberation of “all other
colonial rpeoples and countries, in ﬁqlfilment ofh the:
objectives laid down ifi the’ epoch—making Declaration
on the graiting of mdependence to colonial peoples

" and countries : Equally they cannot fail—how can they?—

to strengthen the promotion of peaoeiul eo-Operntion
between States on the basis of equality and the main-
tenance of international peace. .

141, To say this is not to deny thatthere still remali
serlous impedir/aente in the road towards complete
liberation and independence for allaubjeot peoples, Qn
the contrazy, how can cne but recognize the fact that
there still exist under colonial domination a large
number of territories in which the decelonization pro-
cess has not even got under way, or:‘where it Is
painfally and stubbornly elow. Surely this cannot be
the rate of progress envisaged when the General

‘Asgembly, in resolution 1514 (XV), solemnly pro-

claimed the necessity of bringing a speedy end to
colonialism in all its forms, This clearly carmot be

what was contemplated when the Assembly asked that
immediate steps be taken to transfer all powers to
the peoples of Non~Sglf=Governing Territories, -

142, Examples are readily at hand.-In Southern
Rinodegia, the situation has become more explosive
than ever, The Assembly’s resolution on the question

[resolution 1747 (:tVI)] has been callously disregarded,

and instead, what do’ we Have? We have a new round
of repressive legislation and the banning of nationalist
activities, with the United Kingdom unwilling to exer=
cise its constitutional powers to reverse these devel~-

_opments—developments which can only result in a
‘serious set=back to the cause of multiracial co=

operation: in that territory. These trends must be
arrested,

-143.. I a conflict of the Algerian typeis to be avoided,

the United Kingdom must urgently undertake, by the
normal British method-of consultations withall politi-
cal elements, a reconsideration of present constitu-
tional arrangements, with a viewto formulatingafresh
constitution based on universal adulf suffrage and the’

immediate restoration of all political and civil libes~

ties, and to ensuring the independence of theterritory
with the \1 ast possible®delay. At the same time, the
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, whichhasbeen
rejected by the majority as undesirable and unwork-
able, must be dismantled and the territory given an
opportunity to decide for itself after independence
what other forms of association and co—operation it

“will maintain with its neighbours. L
144, In Northern Rhodesia, too, there prevail retro-

grade features of classic colonialism; constitutional
changes have failed to take account of the wishes of
the vast majority of the people; there is no universal
suffrage, fundamental political and civil freedoms are
denied, and the :whole edifice rests on the thesis of

‘white supremacy. Although, in a praigeworthy spirit .

of conciliation, the nationalist leaders have agreed,
on certain conditions, to participate inthe forthcoming
elections, the only lasting solution to the situationand
the only way of ensuring peaceful co-operationbetWeen
the races is {0 take immediate steps to establish uni-
verzal and equal suffrage and totransferall powers to
the indigenous population, .in: gr.atmosphere purifiedby
restoration of all- liberties afid the- removal of all
coercive influence by the Federation aufhorities.

145 Though Nyasaland gives less cause for concern,

‘there, too, such undemocratic features as the limited
- franchise and the. unrepresentative. ¢haracter” of  the

-

//' 3

legislative assersbly must be deplored and the basic .-

demand of the politicsl parties for immediate mde- L
’peﬂdenoe granted. ¢ e e LR
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146, Equally in the territories of Basutoiand
Beohuanaland’ and Swaziland, where present constitu-
“tional arrangements are unsntisfactory, there mustbe.
‘00 delay in the holding of free elections based.on the
principle-of "one man one vote". At thesame time. no
effort should be spared to prevent their annexation by
South Africa whose protestations in this ccnnekion
cannot be taken at their facy value,

147. Indeed, the present problems in Central Africa
must be viewed as part of a greater orisis involving
the whole of southern Africa, For who can view with
- anything but grave alarm the emergence within the
- past year or so of anunholy andfar-reaching alliance,
of a military as well as political character between
the white Governments of Southern Rhodesia, South
Afrioca, Portugal and the province of Katanga, dedicated .
to the halting ci African advance and'the mnintenance
of white supremacy?

148, In Portugal, this Assembly comronts aState that
continues to deny the competence of the Organization

view of my delegation, it is imporative that aotion
should now be taken effectively to transfer all powet
to the people, and to institute assistance, by means of
the establishment of a United Nations presence, on a_
sonle- suifiolent to:permit: them to maintain thutr- im-

- dependence.

to discuss affairs in its Non-Self~Governing Terri- .

toriés and rejects their inalienable right to self=
determination and independence. Its response to this
Assembly's resolutions has merely been to produce
»irrelevant arguments and distorted versions of davel-.

opments, to strengthen its machinery for repression

and suppression, with the indirect assistance of South
Africa, the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, and

certain members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi=
zation, True, it seeks to offset criticism by introduc~- -

~ ing a number of so=called reforms and legislative
% changes, but it has become increasingly clear that
they are mere shams, which can donothing to amelio=-
rate the appalling economic and social conditions in
its territories. Recently, on the initiative of Ghana,
. a°Commission of Inquiry of the International Labour
Organisation found that forced labour was still rampant
in Angola and other Portuguese territories.¥

149. There is no doubt, therefore, that the situation.
in these territories continues to threaten internationail
peace and security, in the face of African opposition,
and that if a peaceful solution is to be found before
time runs out,’all possible pressures, including diplo-
matic and econiomic sanctioris, mustbe broughttobear
on Portugal immediately to initiate the measures
necessary to grant the Portuguese territories in
‘Africa their mdependence. . :

150, ,What of South Africa, which has for so long”
defied this Orgamzation's efiorts to exercise its legi-
timate supervisory functions over South West Africa?
It continues to resist &1l attempts to correct in South.
West . Africa the pursuit of a whole line of policy,
. method and action which is in direct contradiction to
' the Charter of the United’ Nations, -the League of
Nations Mandate and the enlightened conscience of
- 'mankind,” How can this Assembly once again content
‘itgelf ‘merely: with detlarations ‘when the pernicmus
‘gystém of apartheid’ ‘continues to biiapplied, resulting
“‘not only in segregation, discrimination and depriva=-
tion of basic human <rights but also in the-complete
. subordination, to those of a small minority of Euro--
peans, of the interests of the iv:digenous peogie; who
arestreated in their own' counti'y as outcasts, a source
of cheap labour, and denied eveén the solace ‘of educa-
tion. No further proof is required that South Africa

s manifestly nfit to. admimster the territory. In theu )

& —...\--...._..‘—-

. 2/ Sees Intéenational Labour o:fice,, OfficiaT Bulletin. vox.va. No. 9%
SUpplement 1, April 1962, . i T

Charter,

151, Not satisfied with the present and alreedy Tuthe
less operation of apaxtheld, the-Government of South
Africa has recently introduced even more savageiy
drastic legislation, notably the so-called Sabotage Law,
designed, by means of inciédtbiy harsh penalties, to.
silence ‘all -criticism ofthe régime and io eliminate
all‘elements seeking to bring/“bcutpolitical economic
or sccial change. Increasing relianoe on repressive
measures is illustriated by a threefold increase in
military expenditures over the past three ysars, and

steps have even been taken to-prevént the flight to -

neighbouring territories, of political refugees or their

return, In order. to perpetuate white domination, -

gettlers from Europe are sheing induced to emigrate
to the country, and, ‘with the same object in mind,
plans have been announced about the grant of so-

. called internal seif-government to the Xhosa com=

munity in the Trahiskel, thus demonstratingthe inder=
lying selM-deception of the authorities. ThisAssembly
would be abdicating its p¢sponsibilities if it did not
condemn these developments in the strongest te¥ms
and mobilize all possible sanctions with a view to
securing in that country the observance of human rights
and fundarnental f.reedoms in, accordance thh the

R - .
152. If Lhave dwelt &t some length on the manifesta-
tions of: colonialism it is not becduse I am unmindful

of the new, strategies to which colonialism has now

resorted,; Hayino' resigned itself to the formal inde‘-,
pendence of the'colonial territories. neo-colomalism
seeks to defend the same‘old interests, to perpetuate
its political, “economic .and technological hegemony

military arrangements. In these circumstances the
struggle against colonialism should be waged against
all'its forms, sothat independence should notbe purely .

_hominal but true and complete. The Government of
' Ghana is firmly of the opinionthat the coloniai Powers

shotild relinquish their domination of Africa at once

£

x

. by means of a complex of economic, ideologicai and’

and that, within -one” year all dependent territories in ,

Africa should be completely free.

"153. The 51tuation in the Gongo (Leopoldvxlle) hgs

been a case”in pomt The tragedy of that country«ds

" largely due to the: flagrant interference in its affairs,

- Wwhich still contmues, by’ powcrful lntternational mono-

polies with the acquiescence of oertam Governments.

)

Without the suppovt ‘and encouragement of these ele=
ments the attémpted secession of - Katanga- swould n6t

have dragged -out so long. It is foi this reason that
my ‘Government - has consistently Stressed that the

only basis for a solution in the’ mterests of the Congo= -

lese peonple lies dn"the main tena,nce of the‘umty and
terr;torial integrity of the r-ountry 4nd.in the ehmma-
tion of meércenaries “and-all forms of foreigniniter=
ference. It is in this spirit that my’ Goyeérnmént wel=

comed’ the: Acting Secretary-General's proposals to -

bring home to the Katangese authoritiesthe realities
of the situation dnd ‘o put an end to the attempted
seeessionisti, But while welcommg these ‘proy
we would be wantmg in° carfdour: if we failed to point

3als;

out that they are, in ou‘,’r v1ew not sufficiently far- -

.....

> »

pertinent Security Council n and General Assembly )

o R u_t‘c‘i

.
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roaolutions. With theae gyme consideratlons in mind
ant! in, a spirit of fraternal solidavity, the Preasident
of my couniry regently addrcssed to the Prime Minis-
ter of the Conge-an appeal to set'his face against any
oopatitutional changes which would act.as a permanent
bar-to ‘the unity of the Congo, that -would militate
againat all stability and progress and give furthar
impetus to the balkanization of Africa, which is the
very antithesis of Afrioan unity. % .

164. . And if Afrioan u.nity is such.a passiom\te and
overriding goncera for my Governraent and people, it
is beonuee only in unity can be found that strength
which is ‘the ultimate answer to imperialist and neo~-
colonialist designs; only through unity can we in
Africa mobilize and go-ordinate our efforts for the
vast tasks confronting us in economic and social
reconstruction. Needless to say, the kind of unity my
“Government and people envisage is a programme of
free, equal and fraternal co-operation'in all spheres

~ and to-thé closest extent possible; it does not entail
any imposition of leadership, however great or laud=
able.

155. We aim at over-all economic co=ordination ona
united continental basig, seeing this as the only alterw
native to™a state of affairs in which African countries
were reduced perpetually to the role of producers of
raw materials. Equally, in order t¢ ensure our
security, in order to avoid mxlitary -entanglements
with, outside Powers, which are mere neo-colonialist
' devices, and in order to obvigte the waste of naticnal
resources on the build-up of military establishments,
we would like to see the emergence of joint-defence
arrangements among African countries. At the same
time, in order to give direction to these policies, and
on the basis of our common historical experiences
dnd the identity of our aspirations, it would be desir=-
able to take- steps to harmonize our respective foreign
policies.

1a6. ‘Not only. are these aspirations of passionate
concern to my Government and people, but the value
of the arrangements they involve is generally accepted
by the international cémmunity, and this acoceptance
finds its: reflection in the Charter itself.«But what
useful purpose will be served by all these aspirations
unless lasting and universal peace canr be maintained,
and unless one “essential’ condition of such peace,
-namely complete and general disarmament, can be
fulfilled?

- "157, U:niortunately, the unremitting efforts of ‘the
Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on
Disarmament  have not led to any, real progress, I

must be conceded that some limited results have been

achieved: unanimity exists on the basic "Joint state=
_ ment of agreed prmciples for disarmament negotia-
tions "3/ and, for the most part, on a draft of a treaty
preamble the non-aligned delegations: at the Geneva
“ negotiatxons, ‘Whose efforts deserve the warmest tri=
bute, were also able to agree on and present a joint
memorandum./ which: constituted a. constructive at-
. tempt to resolve the deadlock in .the nuclear-test
negotiations. But- in the face .of lack of mutual con=
“fidence. béetween thé great. POWers, in the face of their
entrenchment -in rigid positions based on exaggerated
Aideclogical,, political and - securlty consideratlons,

B
R T R
¥

_/ See Ofﬂclal Records of the General Assembly. Sixteenth Sésqion,‘

‘Ahnexes, agends dieni 19, document:A/4879, ..~ 5,

.+ 84/ OfticlalsRe¢ords of the Disprmamient: Comimission, Sugglement for
Jhuaxy: 1961 to Decembe- 1902. documen: DC/203. annex 1, sect, J.

‘ signlﬁoant progress haa been held up, principally by

differences over "haianced" disarmament and over
international verification and oontrol. Meanwhile, the
stookpiling and development of the most horrible monns
of mass destruction continue unabated.

168. If, any consolation oan be derived from this
situation, it lieg inthe constructive contributions of the
non=aligred nations in Geneva; no less importantly, it
les in the massive foroe of world public opinion whose
revolt against the intensification of the arms race has
acquired incrensing.siguiﬂcanoe. In order to assistin
mobilizing andglving full weight to this worldopinion,
the President of Ghana had the honour to oviginate the
idea and to sponsor the holding of a non-governmental
conference to make a new approach to the search for
workable soluticns to present-day international ten-

‘gslons and problems which have led to.the threat of

nuclear war. The success of this conference on the
"World without the bomb", which took place at Acora
in June 1962 and whichwas attendedby over a hundred
highly qualified andindependent-minded personalities,
exceeded the most sanguine expectations, and my
delegation commends its conclusions tothe Assembly,
in anticipation of their detailed presentation to the
First Committee,

159. Suffice it to state now that my delegation will
support any honest and sincere attempt during this

segsion of the Assembly tobreak the existing impasse—

beginning with the question of the cessation of nuclear
tests—basing itself on the ideas of the non-aligned
nations "at Geneva, the areas of agreement so far
achieved, and the concepts and conclusions which have
commended themselves to the bulk of world public
opinion, At the same time, we shall support any initia
tives, free of cold=war manoeuvres, aimed at the

~ establishment of denuclearized zones—=towards which

a modest beginning was .made, where Africa is con=

cerned, by the adeption of General Assembly resolu=

tion 1652 (XVI), which my delegation hadthe honour of
introducing last year. We shall also express afavour=
able attitude toward any efforts io prevent the wider
dissemination of nuclear "weapons and to ensure the
peaceful uses of outer space. -

160, - The importance of disarmament for the achieve-

©

ment of universal and lasting peace is reinforced by .

the enormous benefits in terms of economic and goclal

progress that al? mankiné will enjoy from its achieve= .

ment. The findings stated in the United Nations docu=
ment on the economic consequences of-disarmament,

as well as other objective studies on the subject, are

impressive evidence of the sizé of the resources that.

can be readily converted from military to civilian
use aid devoted to the provision of aidto the develop=-
ing countries, for the eradication of hunger, disease,

Alliteracy .and poverty.
> 161, On the other hand,. it is equally true-that the

eradication of hunger, disease, illiteracy and poverty

cannot and must not wait.upon disarmament, forthose
evils themselves contribute .to international tension

.and are a-threat to peace. As the Acting Secfretary-

General has repeatedlf, *\omted out, the gap between

the rich third and.the %
much, Jmore serious-and ultimately much more explo-

sive than the. division of the world on ideological -
grounds This. gap, instead of narrowing, is progres=
“givély becommg wider, for not only has the growth of

. 5/ Economic-and Social' Conscquences of Disarmament (United Nations

:publication. Sules No.: 62,1X:1)s e Lk

or two=thirds .of mankind is
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the population in developing countries outstripped the
rate of economic development, but according to
authoritative estimates they lose twice as muchonthe

swings of commodity price fluctuations as they gain
on the roundabouts of aid, This conditionis aggravated .
by restriotive and disoriminatory reglonal economic
groupings, of which the European Economioc Com=

munity is the prime example, and by the present ,

inadequate structure of international liquidity which
uses national currencies as an international means of
-payment,

162. These. problems have been brought into sharp
, foous by the launching of the United Nations.Develop-
" ment Decade, which has undexlined the needfor inter-
national action and co-operation in orderto achieve
certain tasks whioh, if faithfully carried out, would
assure the minhrum targets for cconomic and sooial -
development accepted by us all in General Assembly .
regolution 1710 (XVI), These tasks, however, are in
~grave danger of being {rustrated unless inoreased
‘trads with aid is made available to the developing
countries by the developedcountries, andunless inter=
national co~operation takes place onthebasis of equal-
ity and non=discrimination.,

163, Attempts have bsen made from this rostrum to
paint a glowing picture of the, European Common
Market and especially how it will benefit the asso=
ciated African and Caribbean States. The delegation

: of Ghana is far from impressed by these arguments

and overtures which axe only calculated {o sap, very
slowly but surely, the hard-won indepsndence of
developmg countries, At the recent Commonwealth

Prime Minister's Conference, Ghi.na, along with other
CommonWéa.th countries, stated that it- was for the
United Kingdom to decide on its application to enter
the Common Market, but that Ghana would under no
circumstances associate with the-enlarged Common.
Market and thus continue to be a producer of raw

< material for European masrkets and & receiver of

i

expensive incustrislized goods,

164, These preoccupations were reflected in the
recent Cairc Conference on the Problenis of Economic
Development, of which my Government was privileged
to be a sponsor. In the Dec;aretion ~of Developing*
Countries the.Conference stressed the need for planned
and systematic mobilizaticn of national resources; it",
expressed its apprehension ‘that- fregional economic
_groupings ... will adversely affect the interests of the
"developing countries, if conceived and opersted in a
restrictive or discxr iminatory manner"; and affirmed,

. however, that "the economic and social problems of

developing countries could be solved effectively within

a reasonably short period of time through commoén

endeavour on the national and international planesand
within the framework of the United Nations Charter
‘and of internaticnal co-operation and assistance".

165, Furthermore, the ‘Conference underlined’ the
‘usefulness of trade ‘expansion between deéveloping
cbuntries, but at the same time expressed the view
that international trade should expand on the basis of
equality and that action should be taken to minimize
, the ‘conséquences in the developmg countries of the"
various 'groupings of industrialized countries, The
* Conferetice’ also asked that concrete efforts be taxen
within “the United ‘Natiens framework to stabilize

- mternatiOnal primary commodity ‘markets, that ener=

getic action be taken by the Géneral Agreement on
. Tariffs:and Trade to dmprove the ‘prospectgof exports

of developing countrxes that the Inteérnational Monetary

L we. appeal to both the United States and :the So; e{&

Fund examine measures for a more effective balancing

of payments of developing countries, that international
, technioal agsistance, particularly United Nations

" agsistance, be furthexrdeveloped, and that international.
financing be expanded and as much of it as possible

channelled through theproposed United Nations Capital
Development Fund, . .

166, These declarations, together, amount to a
charter of the developing countries and constitute a
notable contribution to the purposes of the Development
Decade. The Conference's deep appreoilation ¢f the
importance of these purposes ie reflected in its pro=
posal for a World Economic Conference to be held
early next year, the agenda of which will include all
vital functions relating to international trade, primexy
commodity trade and economic relations hetween
developing and developed countriss, If the determina=~
tion expressed in the Charter gfthe United Nations "o
promote social progress and better standards. of life
in ‘larger freedom" is to be fruitful, then all of us,.
developing and developed countries: alike. should emw
bark on a sincere,: determined and unflagging cam=
paign, within the framework of the United Nations, to
implement the corstructive and ccherent programme

" that the Development Décade represents.

167. Although we now meet at a time thatseems less |
precarious, less dangerous than last year, althou@x
several positive elements and developments havegiven
rise to some hope for the future, international tensions

"have continued at an intensified level over the past

few months, The confrontation between the great
Powers has grown more strident. the duel more -
sharply drawn, .

168. One of the chief testing grounds has been Cuba,
whose unhappy relations with the United States con-
stitute one of the sorest points in present world ten~
sions, W :have onseveral occasions, in various organs
of the United Nations, pronounced ourselves on this
unfortunate situation, We would therefore have been " -
content to pass over the issue at this particular time,”
but for the dangerous dimensions whichithas attained,
Pronouncements from the capitals of the two great
world Powers make one_shudder at the thought that
Cuba, like Berlin, may well involve the world in'a
nuclear war unless steps are taken te ‘ameliorate the
present gituation, - & v . :

169, Asr?ve have had oncasion to state before, we
believe /this question is essentially one:of peaceful
coexisténce of two States .with different political,
economic and social systems; As stated in the debate
on Cuba at the sixteenth session in the First Com=-
“miitee {1238th meetmg], the position' of . my Govern=
ment on thig issue may Jbe summarized as follows-

"We are no less committed to the principle of non=_
“intervention and of the, equality of ‘rights in inter-"
national relations. We believe strongly inthepeace=, _
ful settlement of international controversies as.the
only way'tc overcome tensions and of assuring a
stable and lastingpeace, This position flows' directly, :
not only from the generally accepted principles of -
international law, but, also from the Charter of the
United Nations, ' R 0 o

[ . :
170. While * we are not here to apportion blare: for’
the unhappy" situation, we still cling te the belief that.”
the present difflculties cédn be resolved in an atmog=
phere of peace and tranquilhty rather.than’ one. of.
sabre=rattling .and threats; It.is-in'this convictionth‘ :

()
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Union not to conceive or take any action which might
further aggravatethesituation, and express the earnest
hope that the Government of Cuba, withoutprejudiceto
its sovereign rights, will not tuks any measures or
positions which anight legitimately. be considered as
provocative by its neighbours, What is needed is nego=
tiation hetween the Government of the United States
and the Government of Cuba to resolve all outstanding
differences, on the hazis of mutual respect foxr each
other's sovereign righis,

171, Another sore point in present warld tensions is
the problem of Rerlin which continues to cause my
Government serious concern; the talks and contacts
that have been proceeding for months have yielded no
positive results, and if anything the situation has
become more alarming than ever, Is it nottime that a
supreme effort was made by the Powers concerned to
gerierate a more favourable atmosphere, based on a
reduction of mutual suspicion and bad will which have
hitherto bedevilled their initiatives and reactions in

" this matter? If such an atmosphere could be created—

)

’ ment into an armed confiict still remains,

and in this connexion the United Nations could perhaps
play a useful role~my delegation is confident that a
solution or at least an amelioration may be found,
which would take account not only of existing realities
and interests, but also of the aspirations of the peoples
themselves.

172, With regard to the situation in the Middle East,
it may be recalled that the President of Ghana, in his
address to the General Assembly at the fifteenth
session, stated: '

"It is ‘my view that- the time has come for a su=
preme effort to be made at the international level to
reduce the fever and heat of tension in this part of
-the world, and I would propose ‘that the United
Nations should consider as a matter of urgency in=-
viting the various States in the Middle East to pro=
vide a just and permanent solution to these prob-
lems." [869tk meeting, para. 83.]

173. After thus expressing his concern about the
burning issue nf Arab-Israel relations and the con=-
tinuing gravity of the situation in the Middle East, my
President concluded by saying:

"This is one of the thorniest problems facing this
world Organization, and unless a permanent and
realistic solution is found, the danger of its develop~
The

solution of the Middle East question lies in the

recognition of the political realities there. In the
light 'of this, I submit that the United Nations should
set up a committee to study and evolve a machinery
in which it will be impossible either for Israel to
attack any of the Arab States or for the Arab States

. to attack Israel, and to make some sort of arrange-
ment to keep the’cold war out of the Middle East "
~[Ib1d., para. 85.]

174 .My delegation recognizes, and has consistently
taken the stand, that little progress can be made

 towards a permanent or: realistic solution, uniess the

road adopted involves, as its starting-point, the un~
quadlified acceptance of paragraph 11 of General
Assembly resolution 194 (III), Thence, with the co-
operation of the parties concerned, the efforts of the

- United Natlons Conciliation Commission for Palestine

for the 1mplementatxon of this provision should be
intensified, bearing in mind the programme outlined

in paragraph 2 of General Assembly resolution 513 (VI}
for the rem_tegratmn of refugees either by repatriation

or regettlement: where resettlement is the only alter~
natlve possible, Israel must be prepared to absorb as

- many refugees as possible, and the Arab countries

could assist either by assimilating some refugees or
by apportioning them areas where they could settle
with such autonomy in the management of their affairs
as may be appropriate, Ultimately, though this mayhe
too much to hope for, a stage may be reached where
some kind of arrangement on the pattern of Austria
or Laos may be feasible, with guarantees designed to
allay-fears of extermination or expansionism on one
side or the other,

176, I cannot conclude this statement without reaf-
firming the great impoitance which my Government
attaches to the work of the United Nations. We regard
it not merely as a system of resolving conflicts of
interest but also as a means for achieving more and
more effective and constructive international co=
operation for the implementation of the principles and
purposes of the Charter,

176, It is true, nevertheless, that, with the growth
in its membership, with the increasing scope of its
activities, and in the light of our collective experience
as well as the changing conditions of international life,
its organization and structure has to be so revised as

to make it more adequateto its objectives. It is neces=:

sary, for instance, thatthe compositionof the principalt
oxrgans, particularly the Security Council and the
Economic and Social Council, should be reviewed so
as to reflect the growing importance of Asia and Africa
in the Organization. It is also desirable to give atten=
tion to the procedures, methods and competence ofthe
Assembly and the Security Council in order to make
such adjustments as are dictated by experience,
changing needs and the exigencies of the present
international situation. So far as the Secretariat is
concerned, it is important that steps should be taken
to accelerate the implementation of the principle of
equitable geographical distribution; and with regard
to the top level, greater use should be made of the
existing cabinet of eight which the Acting Secretary-
General has devised for constant consultation, while,
of course, preserving intact the Secretary-General's
responsibilities under the Charter,

177. Ghana jis of the view that the Acting Secretary=
General, U Thant, has shown great qualities of leader=-
ship in carrying out his functions and deserves the
full support of all bf us in the years that lie ahead.

178. - There must be & quick resolution to the question
of the proper representation of China in the United

Nations: we believe that the People's Republic of’

China, with its vast human, economic and scientific
and technological resources, can make an effective
contribution to the work of this Organization, Senti-
ment, vehemence, and irrelevant’ oratory must-no
longer be allowed to obscure the issues, The character
and o “position of the Government of the People's
RepubL ./has nothing to do with the issue involved; it
is in effective authority over Chinaand i$ in a position

to employ its rescurces and direct its people in ful~ -

filmént of the obligations laid down in the United

Nations Charter. Itsis therefore entitled tc:be repre=

sented in this Organization, just like any other Mem="

ker State, unless and until it is expelled in accorddnce
with the relevant prov1sions of the Charten, "~

179, If the United Nations is to become mcreasmgly

importantfor the maintenance of international peace

and the development of: international co=operation,
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then it requires the active and positive support of all
Member States, It is in this conviction that we have
accepted the recent adg}sory opinion of the Intexr=
national Court of Justice? on the questicnofthe costs
of peace~keeoping operations like the United Nations
operations in the Congo, although, like many Membexrs,
we feel that the question of the apportionmentof these
costs, on which the Court has not pronounced itself,
deserves more careful consideration in order that due
weilght may be given to the respongibilities of per=
manent members of the Security Gouncil as well as of
the countries accountable for the situation for which
the costs were incurred, and to the relative inability
to pay of the developing countries, Without the active
support necessary in this and othe: directions, the

growth and development of the United Nations will be _

retarded and its capacity for action stunted,

180, Liet us unite in our pursuit of peace and make the
United Nations an effective instrument for the main-
tenance of international ¢oncord and harmony,

181, The PRESIDENT: I call on the representative of
Cambodia in exercise of his right of reply.

182, Mr. HUOT SAMBATH (Cambodia): The statement
of the representative of Thailand left me no alter=
native but to ask to exercise my right of yeply and I
crave your indulgence and that of the General Assem=
bly. No nation worthy of the name could remain silent

in the face of the attitude taken by the represeantative

of Thailand, and it is in the knowledge that I am ful-
filling my duty to my country, to this Assembly, and
to our respected Head of State that I have asked to
Speak In order not to hinder the smooth progress
of the debate, I shall try to be brief and shall limit
myself to three points.

183. The first point to which I would like to draw the
attention of the representatives is that, while in its
statements the delegation of Cambodia has always
strictly confined itself to facts which can be verified,
the representative of Thailand persists in expressing

tendentious personal opinjons and making vague accu=

sations which have no foundation. The representative
of Thailand alleges, for example, quoting a Reuter dis=

patch, that our Head of State declared *:at he would "

ask his children "to go to kill the Thais in order to
prevent them from existing on an international plane"
[1141st meeting, paragraph 13]. I wish to declare
solemnly that the Head of State of Cambodia has never
held such ridiculous ideas. What Prince Norodom
Sihanouk really said, in speaking of Preah Vihear, was
that if the Thais ignored the judgement of the Inter-
national Court of Justice restoringthe Temple of Preah
Vihear to Cambodia,l/ they would be violating the
United Nations Charter and would become "morally
dead", -

184. The representative of Thailand also stated:

"It was also alleged that Thailand did not attend
the SEATO meetings and the Geneva Conference on
the Laotian problem on account of th1s decigidn®,
[Ibid,, paragraph 9.]

This is a typical example ofthe way in which the dele-
gation of Thailand distorts my words, for whatI really

6/ Certain.expenses of the United Nations éArtide 17, paragraph 2,
of the Charter), Advisory Opinion of 20 July 1962: I,C.J. Reports 1962.
P 151

k7 Case concerning-the tempie of Preah Vihear (Cambodiav 'I'haiiand).
Merits,"Judgement of 15 June 1962; L.C.]J. Reports 1962, p, 6.

said in my statement of 2 Octobex was that the Govern=
ment of Thailand had shown "the transitoxry intention
to refuse to take part in themaetings of SEATO and of
the International Conference on Laos" [1139th meet=
ing, paragraph 11].

185. For us, there is a difference between "refusing™
and "showing the transitory intention to refuse", In~
deed, the representative of Thailand rather clumsily
tried to justify himself by saying: "It would be pre=
posterous indeed if a sovereign nation is to be called
upon to give, before this Assembly, its reasons why

“onsuich-and=-such an occasion it is absent from suche

and-such a meeting", [1141st meeting, paragraph 9,]

186, Another exampl2 was when the represeﬂtative
of Thailand, at his wits' end for arguments to put
forward, spoke of what he called "the traditional
mythomania inherent in Cambodian political thought"

‘[ibid., paragraph 14].

187. In view of the facts which I have presented
calmly and objectively in order to explain the diffi-
culties in our relations with Thailand, one neednot be
a genius to see that the causes ofthe past and present

' troubles lie in the malevo.ent attitude of Thailand

towards my country.

188, The second point, which is, in our eyes, of
exceptional seriousness, concerns the grotesque as=
sertion made by the representative of Thailand that |

.the provinces which were retroceded to Cambodia

under the térms of the Agreement signed at Washington
in 1946 *were partof Thailandfrom {ime immemorial® *
[ibid., paragraph 10}.

189, If'we must go back to time immemorial, then in
that case everyone knows-—and history is there to
prove it—that many provinces of Thailand formedpart
of the Khmer empire, The 1907 Treaty under the terms
of which the provinces in question were retroceded to
Cambodia was negotiated and freely signed by France,
in the name of Cambodia, and by Siam, and it is diffi-
cult to-see why the repvesentatwe of Thailand said -

“that in 1907 "Thailand was forced to cede these pro=-.

vinces to a colomal Power"®, since he claims later in
his statemnient that "unlike Cambodia we have managed
to retain our political independence and sovereignty"
[ibid., paragraph 10]. There could be no better example

“of the art of contradiction, and the representative of
- Thailand has here given us vivid confirmation of his

country's pliability and opportunism in mternational
politics, -

190, Similarly, the 19,46 Washington Agreementwhich
- gave legal recognition to the final restitution of its

provinces ‘to Cambodia was  freely negotiated and
signed by Thaildnd. Inspite of this international treaty,
the representatlve of' Thailand continues to makesuch -
ambiguous statements as: "It would appear therefore
that Thailand, and not Cambodia, had lost its terri=-

, tory..." [ibid., paragraph. 10} “This is further proof
that Thalland still harbours imgperialistic desxgns on

Cambodid. : § \

191,. The third point relates toaqéestmnoft he utmost .
seriousness from the point of view of international
relations between States, I refer to the fact that the
representative of Thailand. deliberately made a per~
sonal attack on the Head of State of Cambodia, Th1s, :
in my opinion, is an intolerable procedure 'which ig
unworthy of any scl-respecting nation,” The- repre=
sentative of Thailand has shown the world that he is.

. willing.to break thé golden rule requ1rmg speakers ta -

refrain from makmg personal attach in their state-‘ :
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ments before this Assembly, particularly when such
attacks . we directed against the pexrson of a Head of
State, °

192, On behalf of myccountry, I protest most vi=
gorously against the procedure followed by the repre-
gentative of Thailand. Whenever my delegation has
made any reference to the Head of State or the Head of
the Government of Thailand, it has done soin dignified
terms conforming (e the rules of international he=
haviour., The representative of Thailand, however,
speaking with a discourtesy which has no precedentin
the history of this Organization, said: ,,.it does

CUrdE . LI
g s . L

u

appear that Cambodia itself excels in the art of
blackmailing, Prince Sihanouk himself appears. to be
an authority on the subject,,." [ibid,, paragraph 12],

198, Scorning to make use of such an unworthy pro=-
cedure, I call this Assembly to be my witness and
leave it to judge the unspeakable attitude of the repre-
sentative of Thailand, for which he alone is to blame,

194, This type of procedur e and this type of attitude
explain to a certain extent why it is difficult for my
couniry to have normal relations with Thailand,

The meeting rose at 1.20 p.m,

Litho in U N

77001 January 1964--2,225
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