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"1, U THI HAN (Burma) Mr. President, permit me,
at the outset of my speech, to convey to you my-warm
congrotulations and those of my delegation on your *
election to the high office of President of the seven=
teenth session of the General Assembly. The wisdom
and wealth of experience which you have acquired in
many decades of public service, in both the national
and international fields, will stand ‘us all in good
stead as- we embark on -our dehbera ions .on the

" humerous and often comple:\ issues whmh are on our
agenda.

(Y
<

-

2 , 1 should .also like to take ‘this, early opportumty
of’ extendmg to our friends tfrom Rwanda, Burundi,
Jamaica, and Trinidad. and Tobago ‘a very warm wel=
come to our Organization, The' demsmn to . adm1t i

larly happy one, and we are ccnfldent that our Organi-
zation will be strengthened by thelr presence n our
mldst .

3, Once agam the General Assembly meets at a tlme
“of -dire peril, The world"talks. disarmamert. but’
practlses rearmament in néwer. and ever more virus
~lent “forms;. all of humamty, mcludmg the ‘nuclear
“Powers, c¢lamours for. the end of nuglear weapons
tests, but the-tests. ‘conducted during the past year
‘have ‘transcended everything' that gave- rise ‘to the
. clamour, Colomahsm, though . ‘dying, continties: to
hold. - millions - of fellow ‘humsgn ‘eings- in- its last
‘desperate. grip, audatza time when man has embarked
on the initial stage of hi§ exploration of ‘the stars,
‘two-th1rds of his fellow’ bemgs ‘continueé to exist rin
: conditions:‘of hunger; poverty, ignorance and\isease.
Such are the_paradoxes of the present-day-world:

pers1stent/and unmitigated-conflict at.a time when it
°is generally ‘recognized -that there exists no ‘alterna-
. tivetto peaceful coexistence; and wholesale want m a

\.)

& In tHese o1rcumscanoes 1t Wolfd. ‘be easy and'
: _fl‘f:‘lptlng to- begore cymcal about the nited Nations.

}thls Orgamzatlon
’“thls we’ cannot

promise of the Charter cannot, on occasion, but make

all of us wonder where we are heading and whethér
there is not some other way- out of our: dilemma. But
calm reflection can oply bring us -back to the same
conclusion—~that .there is no cother way. Despite its °
imperfections, and despite its apparent inai‘:ility 1o
make an impact on some of the most vital of the
issues facing mankind today, the worid would today
be a poorer and\muoh moxre dangerous place to live
in «if there were no United Nations. To realize what
this Organization megns to. us, we of the smaller
countries, and particularly those'of us who refuse to
become associated with any politmal-mihtary ‘bloe,
have, only ‘to think for & moment what our situation
would be today 1" the United Nations ceased to exlst
This is why.Burma kas always beenafirm believer in
the United Natxons and a loyaJ, adherent of its ‘Charter,

This continues ‘to be the policy of the Government °

which I have the honour to represent:™

5, . In this connexmn, Mz, President, it mlght beof
interest to- you and to the Members ofthe Assembly
to know that on the very day on ‘which it c\‘me to

power, the Revolutmnary Government of the Umon of

Burma issued the followihg declaration et

*"The .Kévolutionary Council and Government of..
“'the Union of Burma, desirous of maintainingi and
* strengthening. Burma's‘ existing fr1endly relations
- with all comtrxes hereby make the fokowmg decla-
‘ eratlom o

"1, They reafflrm their unswervmg dedxcatxon to .
the ideal of peace, frlendly relations -and co—opega-
tion between all natmns based . on mternati?mal\
justice and moraht{,'.n ; U

©12,They reaffirm. the1r whole-hearted support:
for and complete faith in’ the purposes and prm-

*eipleg” of the Unlted Nat1ons as embodled in: its o

“Chaxter, ' - ‘, B : ‘ T T e

- "3, They reafﬁrm thelr conv1ct10n that the pol,lcy? -

of ‘positive neutrality: pursued by the Un1on of Burma-
. ever . since, her - independence -is ‘the Jpolicy. best

uited to her in’ ‘the context of. the: prevallmg world" ;
cond1t1ons, and “that. its’ falthful pursuance ‘best -
< gerves.: the larger 1nterests both of: Burma an, ithe

world

2

g Aé%ordin'gni. t

Ty e
ithe Government, of the Umon of Burma look forward e

to the contmuance of thEI“ ex1stmg cordlal relatlons )

o

pends on the"fsuccess or fallure of the Umted N tlons, :
tpower to strengthen
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smail country. This naturally nmits our contribution
as.an individual Member, On the other hand, we also
recall that the vast majority of the Members of the
General Assembly are small countries like ourselves,
so that the operation’of the democratic principle puts
these countries,.collectively, in a position of gréat
power in the Assembly. It is for all of us—~the small
Powérs< to see that this power is used wisely, in the
interests both of the United Nations and of ourselves,

There are very real limits to what the United Nations,

s at present constituted, can do, and we would be
doing the United ; i ations, and curselves, a grave dis-
service . if we wele to ignore or belittle this in our
quest for what are admittedly laudable and desixable
objectives. In other words, our collective  power
places ‘on each one of us a very great responsxbility.

7. Andnwhxle on thlS Aubject, I should like to say a

word -about the rolx, of “the great Powers inour

Organization. We know that in military and economic
terms the great Powers stand apart from the rest of
us. Without thent; and particularly the Soviet Union
and the United States, the United Nat'ons ‘would cease
to be "the United Nations. This throws” a~very great
responsmlhty .on each of them mdivxduall,v, and the
future of the United Nations demands that this re-
sponsibility be ‘exercised wisely. In partlcular we

trust that the disproportionate military and’'economic -

power which they possess wili: not \.iistract ‘the great
Powers from thé purposes and princxples -of our
Charter, and that they will resist the temptation to
usge the United Nations as a means of furthering their
natxonal objectives . in% ‘a ‘manner mcons1stent w1th
these purposes and pr1nc1p1es. ‘ .

8'

'/‘Orgamzation ‘brings e to the. question of the repre-

sentation . of China in . the Tjnited Nations. As the
Assembly knows, Burma. recognizes the Government
of the People's Republic of China as the only Govern~
ment of; China, We continue to believe that “the ah-

‘sence oi’ the legitimate 1 presentatlves ‘of a quarter
. of therhuman race has been, and will'continue to be, a

major source -of weakness to our Organization, and

- that it cannot truly -be’ described as a world-crgani=-

zation until thls glarmg anomaly has been elimmated

: 9 As I said earlier,, we meet at a time of dire peril

tNevertheless +the dark clouds whichhover menacingly
,_over us . are not w1thout their silver linings, The ]ong

\ and bltter conflict between Algeria and France has at

een brought to an'end, Having from the very

soverexgn “hation, “For this' achievement ‘the credit

“‘must;- in the''main,” go to the : Algenan people, espe-

cmlly to the Algerian leaders in the National Libera=-
tion - Front -and ' the - Provisionals Government who

'>»spearheaded and sustamed ‘the: national struggle for
; mdependencet through eight years of ‘extreme. trial,

‘To, them go- our ‘hearticst congratulations and best

) W1shes. 1t is our fervent hope that the representatives

of 1ndependent ‘Algeria will - before long take their

3 “r1ghtful ‘plice among us . in-this Assembly, But since -

webelieve' in ‘giviug credit wherever: it:is: due, we

- ‘cannot’ allow this moment to pass without: referring to

"Speaking of the Tole of the great 'Powers in our.

river: ‘our full support to the causé of -Algerian -
" indepenuénce, we welcome with-a deép sense ofgrati=-
‘fication the emergence of ‘Algeria as'an independentf,

]

‘the irealistic and far-snghted policy adopted by Presi=- ~

de ‘Gaulle, and.thé Fren¢h Govertnment headed by

e ghould 1ike'

v1th ‘regard to" the Algerian question. “To them
‘ v extend:our:sincere congratula=
tionis on the successful conclusmn of an extremely

independence. umty, territorial mtegr;ty and;‘n_

‘an opportumty to ‘'work out. their own destmy wlt;
‘outside interference, Burma, was pr1v1leged to pl_‘

diffiowlt andl dolicate task. With this happy ending of .
the Algerian-—French conflict a long-standing threat
to imernational peace and seourity has ‘been removed

10, My delegation happily welcomes the agreement

¢ concerning. West Irian- 1’eoent1y concluded, between
Indonesia and the Netherlands:™ As the record will

show,-Burma has consistently supported the position

_of Indonesia in.the West Irian dispute, but it had

always been our stand that the transfer of this terri-
tory from the Netherlands to Indonesia should be
carried out by peaceful medns, That such a transfer
has now been arranged is a source of deep gratifica~
tion to us. The major "share of the credit for this
happy outcome isdue to the Acting Secretary~General,
at whose Initiative talls between: the two parties were
started and whose patient and undespairing effoxrts to
keep the negotiations going and to guide them finally
brought them to fruition. Our thanks.are also due to
Mr, Elisworth Bunker who, as special representative
of the Acting Secretary-General played a major role”
in bringing about .a seftlement acceptable to both
sides, Oux congratulations go to our Indotiesian
brethren on the successful conclusionof their struggle
for the peaceful recovery of West' Iridn, -and:our
sppreciation to the Netherlands for its spirit of con=
ciliation and co-operation, without which a peaceful 2
settlement would not have been possible, Our gratifi-
cation at this happy outcome is all the greater be~
cause this agreement between ' Indonesia  and the
Netherlands, which' has already been endorsed by the
General Assembly, has removed .another threst:to
international peace and security; and this cannot but
make for greater peace and -stability in South-East
Asia, - = s

0y

11. Coming nearer home, I should like to refer to a

‘similar happy development in Laos, with which coun-

try- we have a common border. and to ‘which we are
bound by ties of religion, culture and history. It has
long been our helief that, given the geographic posi=
tion of Liaos and the pohtical alignment of most of the
‘countries bordering it, there would be no' peace in
Laos unless it kept 1tse1f outside the stru;rgle of the
two great Power blocs, Indeed, we have aiways‘con=
sidered that it is not only in the“best interests of
Laos itself,~but also of peace.and security ‘in South=
East Asia, that Laos should adhere to a policy of in-
dependence; strict neuirality and friendly relations:
and co-operation ‘with - all nations, .irrespective of
differences in political and social systems, Thus we
cannot- but feel deeply gratified with the agreement

_concluded recently at Geneva among fourteen nations=’
s compromising Laos; all the great Powers, includingthe-

Péople's Republic of China; India, Poland and Canada
as members: of the  International. Oommissmn for -
Supervision and Conirol; -and all,the other-countries..
having & common border with Laos=an agreement

-under which Lacs accepts for itself a policy of strict.

neutrahty -and- friendship ‘with all nations, and all the -

; thirteen other signatories guarantee the. independ—

ence, sovereignty, territorial mtegrity and neutrahty
ofLaost IR CAE T v . TR CT o S

‘12 'I‘hus, the Laotian people are at last being gwen v

humblerole at this Conference ‘and we would 1ik
draw: attentlon to:the fact: that the princxples set ‘forth
in the Declaratjor on' the Neutrality of Laosu-namely,
the principles: of. respect.. for . Laotian. sovereign Yﬁ b
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5 trality=—are universally applicable and ‘binding, and
that the Laotian settlement might well serve as a
model for application to simjlar situations elsewhere,

13, I have referred to ‘three areas of the world in
which imminent "threats to international peace and'.
security have either been -eliminated or brought
under control, Unfortunately there still' exist many
other areas where the threats continue unabated,
_.calling for continued vigilance by the United Nations
and action where necessary and possible to prevent
further deterioraticn and open conflict. But the fact
that it has proved possible, in the ccurse of the last-
few months, for agreements to be reached on three:
areas which had been of deep concern tothe world for
many years brings us hope that these other:issues
. will also, in the course of time, be resolved through
peaceful negotiation, Some of these questions relate
to the fulfilment of the aspirations of dependent
peoples. With regard to this, I was much struck by*
what th2 Minister for Foreign Affairs of Norway had
to say last Friday, and I would l1ke, with your pec=
mission, to repeat it. Mr, Lange said;

"The” 2gsistance and the services of the Umted

Nations' in assuring a peaceful’ fulfilment of the °

aspirations .of dependent (peoples are today being
_rejected in certain situations in Africa where they
are urgently needed, This attitude of non-co-opera=
s -tion is. a matter of'deep concern to the people and
. the Government of Norway, because the final choice

¢ facing the administering Powers is not one between -

"denying and granting the rightto self-determmation,
" put rather one between. the achigvement of ﬂgegiti-
"mate asgpirations through peac,eful means' aniy their
achievenmient thrgugh violence,. If the potentialities
of the United Nations were recogmzed administer=
<'ihg. Powers which are now refising co-opération
* “would no doubt find that the world Organization
« - would once ‘more establish reasonable procedures
_.and modalities for rendermg effective assistance
‘adjusted ‘to the actual ‘needs and mrcumstances.
;'[1126th meetmg, para, 54] ~ 1 s

14, These are wise words, and I'pray that our South//

- African, Portuguese and British friends will pay heed
o them, coming as they do from a source which'is
;free frém_the emotionalism with Which some of us
arfe sometimes charged, before 1t is too Jdate, "

18, No mentlon of the peace-keepmg efforts, of the

“United Nations would be’ complete without a reference

R iy

> {o-the situation in the: Congo. The present Situation in -

r that unfortunate country is described by the:Acting=
L uecretary-General in the 1ntroduct10n [A/ 0201/Add 1}

T

{0 his “annual report as "partlcularly crucial”, ‘with -

this description it is -difficult -to quarrel: The situa—
tion_ is indeed crucial, both for. the .Congo, itself and

~ for ‘the United Natlons as well. Believing that the
United Nations has® the’ duty to explore all possible -
“means of bringing’ dbout the pcaceful retinification of -
the Congo, “iny delegdtion was:-hdppy: to noteé that the .

“Central Government of’ the :Congo "and- the Katanga

authorities had’ responced favourably to the recent

in1t1at1ve of the - -Acting - Secretary-General rand we -
‘« ‘--trust that. this will‘bring about the desired reumfica- -

W1thout any further delay _

;iSlS which the Organization,

"ift}ces as.a result of its’Congo operation cannot but be. -
the.

v gravest concern to ah those who value the Umted'g

"expenditures of this<kind, ) o

i ons between the nuclear Powers. =S

19;¢ SeVeral speakers‘ who preceded mé: én
: general debate.have referred: to thefact that almost
. half- the present’’ Members -of . the” United - Nations -

' made more impressive by: the fact that thé PrOGEs:
a c,ontmumg one, But thejachievenient of independe

20,
» :however,\\ that such a: progressive realization 1§ notv

_./ See Official Records of the Disarmament Commission. Supple?x{ént

Qo

Nations. Burma has done wkat was within its capaoity
to meet this crisis, and it isthe: hope of my delégation s
that we shall be able. during thecourse of this session,
to agree‘on ways and nmieans of meeting extraordinary
17, Burma was privileged to take part in the Con-
ference of the Eighteen=nation Committee on Disarma=
ment which met at Genéeva earlier this year. The
reports of that Conference ave tobe placedkefore this
session of ‘the General Assembly. I would -not be
frank if. I did not say that in regard to general and
complete disurmament there is little or no progress
to réport. But, t¢ my-delegation, that is hardly sur=
prising, The very magnitude of the problem and the
complexities involved make-it 1mpos='xbfe foragree=-
ments to be reached quickly, and where,, as we found
in ‘Geneva, the essential elenfent of mutusl trust Aso

‘ not only completely absentbut is replaced by comp'lete .

mistrust, ‘ the stage %as’ been set for a com lete
deadlock. In any event, my delegation and other ke-c
minded dele tionsotook the view that it was unrealistic \
to enter-into a serious discussion on general -and
complete ' disarmament without first .Stopping ail
nuclear tests, since.nuclear tests constltute the most
dangerous ‘aspect of armament, We therefore. con—
centrated-on tke- cessation of fuclear tests, | -

18. On thls guestion of naclear tests T believe it is

.not untrue to" say that “we, made sOme progress,.
. 'The “joint memorandum of 16 April“, 962 tabled by

the “éight natioris at -the Geneya (i - ference which.

* belong to neither of the military, bl6csY/ was designed:
* to bring the two sides closer together and to. provlde i

them with -a basis for : further rnegotiation. Un=": -

fortunately, it was not so- used by the two pariies,

both. of ‘which declared’ that they accepied it eithier.,
as ‘the basis, or a basis; for negotiation. Ivi pro= .
longed discussion, each side msnsted that its"inter~"

.pretation- of the ‘memoranduni wis the only- ‘oDrrect.

mterpzetation, ‘with the . resuli that' there was no;

sarious negotiatlon on the basis of the memorandum, °
However; there'were indications towards theendofthe -
last session of the Conference that” the memorandum:’
was beginning to - have somes effect, -and; it is.our .
hope cthat it, wiil, before thé¢ énd of' thxs year, brmgr‘t
about  an agreement oni thev essation of ‘nuciear tests.

i

. Despite the” manger in which, it has been treated, We

remain: convmced that theqelght-natmn memorandum

offers the- Test possibility for a- _settlement of ‘this.

questiofivand it is ourintention to seeﬁ*he Asgembly's* :
‘)rsement of it as & basis for: continued negotia- .

acqulred ‘their> national 1ndependence .gince the birth;;
of;sthe. Organization. It'is an impressive record, one' -

is. only - @ - beginning, notan end. It-is the beg@nn\ng

_of - what" should. be ‘the; .progressive realization o

richer rand fuller life: by those who have been: polz?:r';_;
cally liberated otherw1se, mdependence would hat ..T"
no‘meaning. g ' s

fExperience over the past ﬁfteen years has shown» «‘

for lanuagy 1961 to December 1962 do'umentDC/ZOS. annex l, sééﬁﬁ\?«!«

i@
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capital and of teohnioal and managerial skills, and by
the progressive detericration in thelr balandeoftrade
vig-h-yis the developed countries, Furthermore,.the
rapid growth of populution in most countries has

tonded to cangel out any advances that might have -

been-made, Indeed, wehow face a situation in-which
gap between 'the advanced countrles ‘and the
developing countries 18 widening rather than closfng,
thereby leading progregsively to a situation ‘fraught
with the gravest dangers, Unless we suoceed in arrest-
ing and reversing this_trend, the certainty.is that we
are, all of'us without exoeption, heading for disaster,

21, ”Unfortunateiy. there ig.a faet-growingawareness
of this danger;-both among the "highly déyeloped and
the developing countries, as Is evidenced in the case
of the latter countries by the deliberations of, for
instancs, the Bandung Conference_/ and the Belgrade
Conferenced/ .and aiso- by the recent Cairo Con-
ference4/ which produced the Cairo Declarationwhich
is one of the items on our agenda. We also welcome
the various steps taken by the developed countries to
help meet this problem,Butthe needs aremuch greater

than the resources availakble today, &nd new and fresh

efferts are needed, We therefore warmly ¢idorse the

‘United Nstions Development Deoade which was lawfiched
- during, the sixteenth session, -We belisve that the

. énergetic implementation of this imaginative pianwill

‘ problems. It°marked for us within the United Nations

=

do much to ake palitical independence:more mearning=

-ful «to hundreds of millione of people in Asia, Africa

and Latin America and-thus to restore-the balance of
what is already a dangerously imbalanced world,

'22. Mr. uANSANA (Guinea) (translated from I‘rench)

A-year agg, at the openingof the sixteenth session, the
delegation of.the Republic of Guinea saluted with ;loy
and pride the great turning-point jn the life of bur
Organization symbolized by the election, for the first
time, of an African to the Presidency of the General
Assembly of the United Natiops. This important event
was the glorious-culminatitn of the efforts and.sac=
rifices ‘made by millionis of patriots for the liberation
of ,Africa, the rehabilitation of our peoples and the
affirmation of “their identity,”and the restitution to

the sovereign States of Africa of theirlegitimate right

to- participate fully in the settlernent of .all world

a sure and ~important' first step towards still more

splendid and decisive successes on ithe part of the
great family-of Afrigan and Asian pecples which the
forces of colonial domination had managed for cen=
turies to exclude from international life, e

23. In this context; it is only natural that the dele~
gation of the Republic of Guinea should welcome with
equal “joy and pride the election of one of'the most
illustrious” personalities of Asia to the Presidency of
the General Assembly at its seventeenth session, Mr,
President, your merits have been’ extolled with
such  competence and distinction by most of the

reference to your anti-%olonialist position and to your
frequent efforts in the various international.bodies
on- behmf “of the freedom of the African-and Asian

‘peoples-asome of those efforts were made a consider=
‘ble.time ago, when there was real merit in attacking
‘the general mystification with which the colonial

© 0

T2/ 2 Asian Airican Conference, held’ et Bandung in April 1955.

[

‘precedmg speakers that I shall confine myself to a_

-3 Cunfer"ence of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned .

Counu-ies. held at Belgrade in September 1961,
4/ Conference on the Problems of Economic Development, held at ;

?Cniro in July 1962....

LR

= the stventeenth gession of th

.29,

Powers had eoniused the opinions oi‘ the leaders of
mast of the independent States of-the day, :

24, These remarkable qualities. are to us, My,
President, the sure pledge that under your guldangs

honourably acquit itself of the most crucial of its
obligations, namely, that of ensuring complete dew

* colonizdtion throughout the woxld, which is the pre-
requisite for fruitful.co-operationbetweenpcoples and

States~and the maintenance of international peace and
seourity, the essential aims of.the._United Nations,

256, We should also like to address through yau, Mr,
President, o'\ sincere ooty “atulations to the other
members ¢f the Genoral Csrmmittee who will have
the honour and-sheheavy burden of assisting you in
the .conduct of our deliberations, In this respect my
delegation ishes to reitorate its thanks and grati-
tude not only to friendly delegations but’ to the re-
presentatives of all Membor States both for the
election of qur -country to” the Vice-Preside
the General )\Ssembly and for ;111 the expressiohs of
interest, good will and solidarity that have been
1avished on it on this happy occasion,

@

26, I should also like, Mr. President, to offer my‘

delegation's sincere congratulations to the Acting

Secretary-General, U Thant, for his uncessing efforts -

to fulfil his high and-delicate responsibilities in.very

- difficult circumstances. It gives us pleasure to re=

assure him publioly
and support

27.- Even a superficialperusal ofthe agenda submitted
for our approval clearly shows that the seventeenth
session, like the four previous séssions, which have
rightly been described as African sessions, will be
dominated by the various aspects of the political,
gconomic and cultural decolonization not only of
Asla and America but also, and principally, of-the
African continent, where the hard-pressed colonial
forces are clinging desperately tb the last remuants

yf our brotherly understanding

- of their ill-gotten privileges, despite the unanimous

condemnation by international public Opinion and the
recommendations and resolutions of -the General
Asgembly and the Security Council.

28, Nevertheless, despite the lack of any notable pro-
gress towards a satisfactory solution of the problems

of the cold war, such as, disarmament, the Berlin °
gituation, the extension of nuclear testing, the questions-

of Korea and Hungary, the representation of China

in our Organization, and the dangerous aggravation‘

of tension in the Cuban situafion, the seventeenth
session is undeniably opening in a;more relaxed and
less explosive atmosphere than thiit nrevaiﬂng laet
year at the same’ %ime. 0 ,

Mr. Auguste (Haiti), Vice-President, tookthe Chair.

-‘Moreover, in 1mportant7spheres there have been .
_decisive successés which must.be registered as
" encouraging steps towards the commion goal of men of

good will who are striving to liberate the peoples.
and to safeguard peace throughout the «world gnd
security for all, In this connexion, we welcome ‘the
peaceful settlement - of the .gerious crisis in Laoss
The internationally guaranteed ‘heutrality of' LaCs
now enables its people and its Government to' join
forces with all non-aligned States in oxder fo de=
‘erease international tension andseeka justand negoti=
.ated" settlement of all the disputes dividing States and

irai Aesembly - Saventeenth Session ~ Plenaxy Mﬁﬁﬂngs o . s

General Assembly will

y of -

i

\peoples and thus constituting 2 serious threat to

peace,

a
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30. Similarly, we have cause to réjoice attheNether-
lands=Indonesian Agréement [see A/5170,. annex]
. which, while rercoving one of the most serious threats
to peges in South-East Asia, brings°tc an end the

“Netherlands colonial empire and at the same time
thug liberates oncé and for all the peogle and the
Government of the Netherlands.

kg

. °8§1, Oux hepe 18 that the realism ami the wlee and
‘friendly advice which have led the Netherlands to
carry out this peacuful decolonization will also, while
there is still time, inspire the other colonial Powers
which up to now have refused to look reality in the
face and &re vainly trying to oppose by force the in=
evitable liberation of the peoples they hold in sub=

jug[Son.

32, Since the process of deoolonization is irrever—-
sible, the colonial Powers have no choice but to-yield
ad depart,“If they reject peaoeful settlement, ne=
gotiated or otherwise, they will force their victims
to resort to the only remaining solution: the kind
* of. agreerient reached in Goa between the Indian
- people and’ Government and Portuguese colopiziism,

195 We' hail with joy the heartening reconijuest of
independence and sovereignty by <the peoples of

. Burundi, Rwanda, Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago, -

whose Ilberation means a corresponding reduction of
colonial empire in Africa and the Caribbean. To all
these brother nations and their friendly Governments
the Republio of Giinea addresses sincere congratu~
lations "end the assurance of its support and active

solidarity, We are convinced that within this Organi= -

Qation the representatives -of these countries will

#épare no effort in support of allthosehere who labour
for the final liquidation of the shameful and degrading
system of foreign domination.

34, One of the happiest events which come to mind
at the opening of this seventeenth session is, #ithout
a doubt, the liberation of the heroic people of Algeria,
after more than seven years of savage warfare\and
sacrifice without precedent in the history of the Afri-
can continent, This liberation foreshadows a better
tomorrow for all the millions of Africans who still
continue to suffer and fight, in the four corners of our
continent, for the elimination of all forms of oppres=

sion, domination, arbitrary goverament ahd injustice -

on the' political, economic and social levels. The -

independence of Algeria, which we welcome as a

cardinal_element of-our own freedom, is°more than

5 an example or a symbol: it is yet another striking
confirmation that a people that is conscious of its
>1dentity and united, however weak it may be and
however powerful ifs adversary, is invincible in its
sacred crusade for national liberation from the
forelgn yoKe., = i

- 35, It is for all these reasons that from this ros—
trumewe respectfully salute the people of Algeria, their
“martyrs, and the political and military orgamzatmns,
which have written into the annals of African history

gine of the finestsand most glorlous epics of all
dime, .

. =

. 36, It will. thus be easny understood that we j6yfiilly

- and impatiently - await ' the representatives of the
Algerian Repubhc , who will .very soon come to tdke

their place in our rafiks and -make a worthy coptri=:

- 'hution to the unceasing’ e{‘ -rts of the Uhited Nations
to build a better world
0perat1on and umversal peace.

Sa ) G,
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of hving in the developing countnes.
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S 87, T e welcome -gvents io whioh I hnve referred
call fo various comments on oum part, :

98, TFirst of afl,> we in the Republic of. Guinea
greatly rejoice that the final settlement of the Alw
gerinn question;. which was a painful nightmare°
for us in many ways, has atlast removed one of the
major obstacles which. unfortq,nately appeared on
the road to African unity,

. 89, Next, the admission of fodr new Member Sta.tes
- and the prospect of the ddmission of other African

States before the end of this seventeenth session,
further accentuating the pnpiyersat character of our’

/Organization, 1mposes mpg ue all the obligation to

make gvery effort to restore to the People's Republic

]

of China its legitimate place in the United J‘.\Its.’tions.x

The political error-of excluding from the QOrgani-
zation the largest State in the world, failing whose
contribution the majority of great international prob=
lems cannot be satisfactorily, solved, constitutes more
than an_injustice: it is one of the greatest handicaps:
frem which the United Nations suffers. THe role of
the non-aligned States is to do everythingin their
power to restore to their rightful place all the States
which aré arbitrarily kept.out of the United Nations

. by reason of the division among the great Powers.

40, Lastly, the exceptional dnocrease ir the number of
Asian and, patticularly, African Member States furtheyr
emphasizes the necessity =and urgency of cerrying
out structural reforms in our Organization, inorder
to adapt it to meet the existing internaticnal situation,

" so different from' that prevailing.din 1945 when the
* Charter .of the United: Nations was drafted, :

41, 1t is Hio secret that the representatives of Africa
and Asia are practically excluded from the virious

“bodies in which the impoxrtant decisions of the United

Nationg are really made and carried out. We shalls
no longer be content merely totakepartin the debates
of the Committees and the General Assembly. We
wish to participate fully in all the miin organs and
specialized agencies of- our Organiza.tion, in the
poe1tivae and productive life of the United® NMatione?

42, To this end, the representatiyes from Afriga
and Asia and all those Who concern themselves with
the equity and efficiency of our ©Organization must
unite their efforts in demanding, at all costs and for
cur own benefit, adequate and specific representatlon
in the°Security Council, the Economic. and Social

)

Council, the Secretariat and the var1ous spec1a11zed .

strategists of the status guo—whatever their nature,
extent or source—must in no way discourageus, since
for us this is a vital matter of justice, of dignity and®
of honour. This is an‘essential aspect of the present,
crigis. of the. United Nations whlch is all too eas11y
neglected while the emphasus {s laid on the Orgam-
zation's financial® difficulties, The two questions,

~hile not completely interlocking, arisefromthe same .

- agencies. The legal tricke and manceuvres of the -

political background, and it must be carefully analysed -

in the quest for appropriate. solutions, which obviously »
cannot be other than po‘ltical in naturea e d.

43.
Organization, will at this seventcanth sessmnbrmgus
once more up againstthe crucial problems of decoloni=

Nz

Jzatmn, general’ anchompletefmsarmament and tech=

nical and economic co-operation'to raise the level

1,01

44, We should 1ike to outline brleﬂy our delegatmn's

‘ "‘he pursu1t of peace %he prime ob]ective of & our

position on’ these. 1mportant 1ssues3 before turning’ to :

o o

&
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the question of African unity, ncw the’ fundamental:

< _ conoorn of the people and @overn:nent of”the Republio
¢f Guinea,’united in an upsurge of. patrlotio enthus
giasm. -,

45, Thére oan be no_doubt that this year again, a8 in
previous years, the colonial problem will ba.the main
subjeot dealt with by the General Assembly. The.faot
must how be recognizéd that the peoples of Africa and
“the_other enslaved peoples are resolved to put an end
to foreign domination as sopn as possible and by all thé
- means at their disposal, As President Stkou Tours
said recently, this resolve to achieve entjre freedom

is the expression of an awakening of conscience and a -

feeling of responsibility with regardnotonly to the his=
,tory of the colonized peoples but to the history.of the
whole of humanity, the harmonious develapment of
which depends upon a true recognition and complete
respect of the »ight of eaoh country to independence,

46, It was In the light of this historic evolution
of the péoples that, twoyedrs ago, the General Assem=
bly adopted the Declaration on the granting of ine
dependence to colonis} countries and peoples [resolu=
tion 1514 (XVI)]. In spite of the greatiiopes which this
d)eclaration aroused throughout the world; we must
Jtoday express our profound disappointment at the
- way in which the mejority of colonial Powers have
carried out the task which was -set them. Only two
clauses of the Declaration need be recslled to illus=
trateshow its application has failed to fulfil the hopes
which the Declaration arcused among the.enslaved
peoples. Although the General Assembly declared that
it Msolemnly proclaims the necessity of bringing to

‘a speedy and unconditional’ end itc colonialism in al} -

. its forms and manifestations™ and that "immediate
steps whall be taken in Trust and Non-Self-Governing

Territories or all other territories which havenotyet -

attained independei}ce, to transfer all powers to the
peoples of those territories, without any conditions or
reservations" we cannot but admitsthat the ultra—
‘colonialist Powers have utterly disregarded thé clearly
expressed will of the General Assembly,

47.° Thus Spain,-South Africa and Portugal, far from
listening to the voice of reason and adapting their
attitude to the realities of the present day, are con=
tinuing daily and ever moxe acutely to jeopardize inter-
national peace. and security in their obstinate deter-

niination to maintain millions of Africans under their °

“-intolerable yoke, Portugal, in particular, calls for
‘special mention in this respect, It is well knowii that
. Portuguese colonialism is the most exaggerated form
of denial of the human, political and social rights of
a people, Its system of oppression and domination is
at once a disgrace and an insult to the United 'Nations,
‘which - guarantees every . people ‘the right to self-
determination, The blind repression of the peoples of
-Angola, Mozambique, Portuguese Guinea, and other
‘territories by the Portuguese Government cen no
longer be tolerated by the conscience of the’ world

48. The African States, which do not wish.to jeopar-
° dizé the establishment of the peace to the cause of

‘which they are completely devoted, are underpressure ,
from their, peogles to cease to tolerate the continued -

trestment of their brothers in the Portuguese colonies
like wild beasts. The ever-mcreasmg number of
‘refugees from these countries’who"are fleeing from
Portuguese atrocities has increased the sense of. frus—
~tration and justified revilsion of all the peoples’ of
‘Africa, For its part,-the Republic of Guirea, which is

linked by blood by race, and by culture With' the\ ’

=]

——————

countries enslaved ?oy Poxtugal. considers it its duty

to act as the spokesman of the peoples of these ooun.

tries at the United Nations,
49, A4s Mr. Stkou Tour& the President ofour Repubw

1o, Jdeclared very recently, it is the task of the Re«

public of Guinea to put into words the will for in.

- dependence of all peoples who axe victims of foreign
>domination, It is this attitude whichinspires the polioy -

of Guinea . with regard to all the Portuguese colonies,
and particularly to so-called Portuguese Guinea. Hence
it is our duty to demonstrate before this Assembly
our indignation at Portuguese colonialism anddemand

- with all our power the immediate and unconditional

liberation-of the territories still administeredby Pors
tugal,

0. What can one say of the South African Government
:Ivhich for sixteen years has consistently treated the

solutions of the General Assembly. withcomplete
contempt? In connexion both with the question of
South West Africa and with that of apartheid, the
South African Government is in‘a permanent sate
of rebellion against the United Natlons. In spite of the ..

_numerous attempts which have been made to settle

the status of the mandated territory of South West
Africa, in spite, of the unceasing efforts of all.
StatesiMembers, and in. spite ofuniversal reprobatiox,
South Africa® continueseits policy of repression and
enslavement, which is contrary to the most elementary
principles of the United Nations Charter. The South
African Government, while brutally repressing svexy
aspiration for freedom on the part of the African )
population of South Africa and arbitrarily imprisoning’
African nationalist leaders such* as Mr, Nelson -

‘Mandella, is at the same time doing all it canto

integrate the -international territory of South West
Africa into the South African Republic. )

§1, This is a fittlng moinent at which to draw atten-"
tion algo to the equivceal attitude whichcharacterizes -
the -colonial policy of thé United Kingdomea policy
which -is unmasked -every day “by the unspeakable
acts of the Governments of the Federationof Rhodesia -
and Nyasaland. The appeal made recently at the second
resumption. of the sixteenth session of the General -
Assembly [see resoltition 1747 (XVI)], on behalf of
the African population of Southern Rhodesia, has not
met with any favourable response. On the confrary,
Messrs.: Welensky and Whitehead have intensified their

,repressive measures, which culminated a few days

ago in the banmng of Mr, Joshua Nkomo's African
Nationalist’ Party.3/ If the United Kingdom, which so
proudly vaunts its (record ‘of decolomzation, wishes
to deserve the respect and friéndship of the peoples:
of Africa, it -should hasten to find an appropriate
formula for giving unfettered independence to Xenya,
the Rhodesias and Nyasaland, Basutoland, Bechu-

analand, Swaziland and all 1ts other colomal pos= ",

sessions. N

52. - The sombre picture of colomahs‘n throughout
the world appears clearly -in the report (A/5238)
submitted by thé Commitiee of Seventeen,&/ All these.
facts prove the urgent necessity for the United Nations
to take positive steps for the rapid liberation of-the *
colonial territorics before, it is too late. I, in spite of

 the clear andprecise wording of the: Declaratlon,no ef-
fective -action is taken hy the ultra-colonialist Powers,

"'"'—'_—"'-—' . ' ~O

"3/ The Zimbgowe African People‘s Union ‘ e

"6/~ The Spacial Comitnittee on the Situation with regai‘d to t.he lmple".
ineiitation-of thé Declsru"on on the Granting ‘of lndependenc° o Colonl
Countries.and Peoples. T IR G o X S
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it da the duty of the United Natlons to give the Declaras
" tiona more speoifio meaning, the Declarationoalledfor
the linmediate liberation of all colonial countries and
peoples, but since the expression "immediate libera=
tien® has been deprived of all significance and its
intexpretation has been left to the whim of each
oountry, a preoise time limit should be fixed foi this
liberation,

5% Thus, in spite of its oonviotionthut all peoples, at
all times, are capable of managing their own affairs
and that, that being so, all enslaved peoples should be
Iberated immediately. the Republic of Guinea gon=
giders that the'United Nations ghould during the pre=
gent session proclaim the final abolitionof colonialism
throughout the world in 1963, We solemnly propose
p7\ October 1963, United Nations Day, as the day to be
devoted to the celebration, at the'same time as the
anniversary of the coming into force of tlie United
Natiotis Charter, of'the final end of colonialism, Such
a proolamation would, of couise, have tremendous
‘consequences, which should be accepted by every
 Member State resolutély engaged in the fight against
" golonialism and against every system of direct and

indirect, domination. The date of 24 October 1963

woul

o~

by.the populations of colonial cowitries thréugh the

intermediary " of their best-authorized spokesmen,

and the obligations resulting from this recognitiqn
should be observed in every field by all Member
States,

64, All that is left before closing this important
“schapter is to make a brief mention of the tragic situ=
ation in the Congo, which continues to be a test
of the effeétiveness, impartiality/ and even the very
raison d'8tre of the United ' Nations: This: is . why,
in spite ‘of the actions of ¢ertain countriel whose
direct or indirect interference is known to all, and
in spite of the obstinacy of the. murderers of the
great African patriot Patrice Lumumba and the late
Secretary-General, Dag Hammarskjold, the United
-Nations should spare no effort to restore tothe Congo
its place in the community ‘of nations as a great
African country, in ‘all its territorial integwity and
real independence, Let there be no more. support for
the Katangan secessionists, let there be no more
crecodile tears shed over the woes of the Congo,
let there be nc more references to the economic
difficulties of the Congo, letthere be no more spreading
»of misleading judgements ‘of the nationalists. of the
Congo. and let thers, finally, be no more ppen and
sggressive interference ‘in_the internal affp.irs of the
Congo. I‘h' ‘and only then will’the people, the nation,
and the State .of the Congo regain their- greatness,
their freedom, their dignity, ands their prosperity in

ocomplete solidari ith the Sf; £Afri he fight .
P solidarity wi o Sfates of ifrica tnthe fight . ness and prosperity, for ever freed frony the night=

to' free gur: continent. -Such,,;it seems to us, are the
- conditions for the sticcesh of} any United Nations plan
for the just and equitaolel\sottlement of the problem
of the. Congo. B e ,S

' 55. Quite apart from the' financial crisis through which
the United Nations ‘is passmg, the success or failure
~of 'such a plan will determme the'survival or extinction
“of dur Orgamzation. The Repubhc of Guinea Hasalways
Held' an unequivocal“ position on this vital question,
-~ Thus,{in Tesponse to,gn gppeal from the United Nations,
sﬁgie Guinean Governinent. _placed ‘all- ite available fe-
Surces of men: and- equipment at the disposal of the
~‘Qrganization from the very outset of the Congoopera=
tion, in July 1960, in order to come to* the assistance

o

thus mean for the United Nations the de facto’
and de jure recognition of all the governments set up.

" date 31'October 1958,

of the Central Government of the Congo, inaccordance
with the clear and precise terms of reference laid

down by the Security Council and the General Assembly,; °

The situation in the Congo being what it s, we hereby
deolare that no technioal or legal solution, however
ingenious it may be, can put an énd to, the Congolese
orisis, that is fo say the financial orisis &% the United
Nations., This financial orisis is political and moral

and calls for political and- moral solutions: political’

out of respect for the independence ard territox al
integrgty of the Coago, and moral through the'pr
cipal ‘and obligatory contribution of the POWers re-

» spongible for the orisis, . | e

66, One of the great: problems which have confronted
mankind since the end of:iite Second World-War and
which still confronts it is that of disarmament. The
views of. the Repuklic of Guinea on this probiem have

been explained, belore this Assembly on a numberoc °
of occasions, We should like, howevsr, to restate

something that we :have never ceased’ to affirm,
namely, that the ‘problem of disarmament as such is
only one aspect and one condition.of universal peace.

_The armaments race is but the manifestation of a
situation resulting from the deteriordtion of relations

between the great Powers, solidly entrenohed in their
ldeological conflict. s e e

57, Bet\veen the end of the becond World ‘War and
the recent 'Geneva conferences on disarmament®/

and on the discontinuance of nuclear tests,8/ meetings
at various levels have followed one affer another, in
the form of commissions and round~tsble conferences
-prodacing plans, programmes and couatex-pre=~
grammes, all designed to provide a solution for this
serious problem. Despite all.the efforts made, these
-meetings have ended, if -not in failure. at least in

_othe breaking “off of negotiations, I aving the problem

not even partially solved, This means that until the
great Powers succeed in reaching a level of mutual
trust based on good faith -and on a sincere desirs to

achieve a just solution, all attempts will be doomed -

to certain failure, -

i

58, The dangers “which the armaments raceé holds
for all mankind and the immense advantages which

all cOuntries would derive from a stable and lasting,

pesce are sgo obvicus that it is unnecessary to dwell
on -them further; We: the developing countries, whose
main concern<is to promote the .rapid advancement
of our peoples, should simply like to express~eur
surprise ‘at the negative attitude adopted by the highly
déveloped countries. Indeed, it would ‘be; no. exagger~
ation to say that’:if the material means and/the
extraordinarily advanced scientific ' knowledge which .

twentieth-century man has at’his disposal today were .

used exclusively for the .benefit of mankind, it- would
be possible to rebuild a new world, a world of happi-

mare of - the. hunger, -poverty and ignorance. -of "which ,

,,three-quarters of mankind are still victims.

59, And yet, instesd of embarking upon| this exhijara~=

. ting task; which 1o people in; the world oould ail to

welcome, we are obhged to standby powerless, watch=
ing the great of our timed frantically manui“acturing,
improving and -stockpiling the ,most horrifymg means
‘of ‘destruction, of which the least that can. be said is

mthat they are contrary to the interests of mankind

’ _/ Conference of the Eighteen-Nntlon Commlttee on Disarmament.
opening date 14 March 1962,
./ Confereni.e on:the Discomin\xanceofNuclear Weapons tests. opening
; i) PN
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After all, there can be no doubt in anybody's ri‘ind
that the use of these weapons of mass_destruotipn,
by one Power or another, gan only lead to whole-

- sale slaughter and to the inevitable end 6f all hunfan
life on our planet, If the problem is put in this way,
thexre is obviously only one choice, and that is the
sincere renunciation of war as a means of settling
disputes or, in other words, general and complete
disarmament, -~

60, We are profoundly convinced, however, that any/

purportedly serious disousSion of general and come

plete disarmament would be illusory without the par=-
tintpation of the People's Republic of China. Indeed,
we must point out that--as is generally realizeds
Jt is impossible to settle any international problems
"relating to the peace and security of peoples without
the participation of that great country. When our
Organization congiders such important and vital ques=
tions, as those of disarmament, the production of
nuclear weapons and the discontinuance of nuclear
tosts,. it is inevitably obliged to recognize that an
agreement on these subjects must be reached among all
the great Powers, including the People's Republic
of China. Without going so far as to say that the
failure of successive’ disarmament conferences has
been due to the absence of° the People's Republic
of China, it can at any rate bestated that the shadow
and weight of that absence have always made them-
selves felt, \

61.. As we said last year, if.would be xngenuous to
. think that_general and complete disarmament can be
ﬁachieved while ‘we are still confronted with the spirit
-of domination which usually takes the form of vio=
lation of elementary,human rights and of the sacro-
q8anct rules of relatiofis among peoples, That is why
- ‘we consider it essential not o lose sight of the fact
that the problems which the- African continent has
to’ face today are directly connected with the question
.of disarmament.

62% Indeed,-the question of the independence of colonial
peoples, the questionof seeking the most effective ways
and means of promoting the harmonious development of
Africa, - which is passing through a critical phase
-of its history, and, finally, the question of assistance
to all: undei\}l developed countries, particularly those of
Asia, Africa and Latin America, have adirect bearing
on the problem of disarmament N o .

© 63,. We continue to believe that the’ problems of
divided countriés—and espec/ially the problem of Ber-

* lin, which is a permanent source of tension and a-

constant threat do international Ppeace and security—
will never. be’ finally solved until mutual trust, hased
on .good faith. prevails in the relations between the
great Powers: N

64, In the question of Cuba, another source of_ ten—
siony it is essential for Member States, ‘and especially

the non-aligned countries, which have a'special duty .

( n this. connexion, to urge a peaceful and negotiated
settlement of "the dispufe, with full ,respect for the
_sovereign . rights of the \peopfes concerned and i

“accordance’ with the principles of the, United Nations

Chartero G 5 T b

- 654 With regard to the search for «satisfacto,,
solutions in all those centres !\Linternational tension,

L whecal fail to recognize with increasing clarity the

“decisive role played.on the internationaL scene during
) triesv, whose

numbers are constantly increasing? i -

O .

S

o,

5603. Indeed. the Conferences of the non-aligned CoUn-
tries held at Ceiro/ and Belgradeld/ have irrevooatly.
demonstrated the moral and politioal force of nons
alignment, which henceforth constitutes the only .
rational course open to under-developed countries and
the only way of avoiding the increasing division of the
world into antagonistic bloos,

67, It is. beopming aver clearer that in our day °
non=alignment s an important element in the balange

between the-various parties responsible fox the chronig:

tension ininternational relations. Thepart played at the

international level by the non=aligned countries aga
group has-just been tellingly confirmed duringthe Ge-

neva disarmament negotiations. Indeed, the neutral

countries i‘avourably influenced -the development of

these negotiations and will continue, we are sure, to

create conditions propitious for a rapproohement of

the different blocs, and ultimately for international

equilibrium,

68. Another constant concern of our States is to
consolidate pux independence by setting up a pros<"
perous and” ‘sthble economy, which is an effective and
sure way of solving our social problems, In the pre-
sent international situation and in view ofthe currents
which are emerging, we recognize the interdependence
of peopies as a fundamental law. The non-aligned

.ocountries cannot live on. the fringe of the modern

world; apart from the results of their own efforts,
they cc\nsider themselves entitled to benefit by the -
experience of other peoples. -

69. At the economic ievel, the colonial Powers inte-
grated ev fry one of their colonies in their own
national egonomy, scorning the traditional bonds of
custom, history, geography, economy and so forth,
Eagh of these colonized countries, having lost all
normal economic relations with. its neighbours, be-
came a ‘mere tributary of the colonial Power,

70. We - know that we shall have to reconstruct
Africa. Thé - political liberation of our continent
appears to us as a means towards the end of creating
and developing the new’ African economy. Our con=
tineiit possesses fabulous reserves of raw materials -

. and ifs immense power potential provides excellent

conditions for its industrialization.

7%, Accordingly, while it’seems unrealistic and irra=

tional to contemplate the piecemeal association of the

African countries with the European Common Markety
or in' any other regional economic grouping, it is

on the contrary essential for our States to-organize .
themselves into an African, common market, which

would subsequently co-cperate ona basis)of equality

and solidarlty, with the other economic regions of the

world : Ce i, o ‘

©

72. Although it’ is essential for countries to comple- :
ment each other economically, this-presupposes that
the development of the associated countries should.
progress in, “accordance with the) needs and common:*
interests of the peoples grouped together intheeconos:
mic community, No plan which implicitly and a,priori
imposes apreconceived schemeand programme forthe:
development of the associated.countries canbe v1able,
because ‘it will provide no radical solution for probe .
16ms relating to - the nature of economic relations, -

S/ Prellminary meeting to the Conferem.e of Non—Aligned Countr A

51012 June 1961, ‘ E
1_9/ Conference of  Heads .of State or Gover:nment of Non—AliE"

Countries. 1to 6 Sep:ember 196Ls ey e

o
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and espoolally for the problems which confront inte=
gratedshuman communities,

78, The leaders of the EuropeanXconomio Communi—
ty do not seem to beawareof this concern, at any rate
with § gogard to Africa, and"make no secret of their
deslrg to oreate a political community of the countries
of/urope, with objectives, that are difficult o recon-
oild with the will for political independence and unity
‘of Africa, which remains flercely hostile to the
Berlin' Congress of 1885, which gave ‘its blessing
to- the de_facto and de jure.partition of Africa.

74, The ‘unity of Africa within the framework of an
African common market, far from being an end in
itself, will simply be an instrument of development
. a vital 'element of inter-African cg-operation, whichis
essential owing to the injustice of the relations be~
tween the under-developed African nations and the
economically developed nations, It is the nature of these
relations which we on both sides must change, with a
view to the eliminationcof social inequality between
peoples and differences in the levels of economic
development of the nations of the world. The re=-
lations between the highly developed countries andthé

under~developed countries are relations of exploitation ...

and® economic domination,. There is a tendency for

exploitation by international monopelies to take the:

place of the direct colonial exploitation of the past.
Paradoxically, & considerable part of the income and
the sooial improvements enjoyed by -the highly dew
veloped countries are derived from the under-de-
.ve10ped countries, which export p;:imary commodi=
ties and raw materials, .

75, It i1s in order to stress this aspect of our
economic policy that we reaffirm the whole-=héarted
adherence of the Rejublic of Guinea to theprogramme
worked out at the last Economic Conference at
‘Cairo.il/ At this Conference principles were laiddown
and a number-of measures and 'methods were recom=~
mended ‘for promoting the rapid and harmonious de=
velopment of the;under-developed countries. Com=
pliance” with these principles by the United Nations
in general and the ‘highly developed countries in
particular would establish a real balance inthe world,
& hafance which canriot be brought about as long as
the world is divided into richpeoples and poor peoples
and into nations which.are explo1ted and those which
exploit, The principles contained in the Cairo De-
claratién of Developing Countries could be the in=-
- spiration for sustained action by the United Nations
‘and the rich countries,-thus makingthe Cairo Declara=
“tion a_veritable economic cnarter for the undex-de~
veloped.countries, - ® )

T6.oIt has become a tradition to link the rapid
development of these countries with the disarmament

o

problem,’ There is no point in dwelling on all the
desnrable effects which disarmament would haveonthe ~
.economic and social conditions of the whole of human= .

ity; which is one of the reasons why the non-aligned
‘countries are seriously ¥ concerned 'with the problem of
. disarmament and are: doing -all they can to find a
final golution to it. It is easy. to. observe that, in
Bplte of the increased efforts of certain rich nations

ome-to the aid of the developing countr1es, and in’
{ te of the praiseworthy efforts of the United:Nations
hrough its variousprogrammes of technical and finsn-

> clal ‘assistance, the. problem of under-development is
still unsolved. The reason for this is obv1ous. The

,cs: e B
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~ but on the other fiand, lac

W

efforts required to bring about real economic growth
in the under-developed countries require very great

financial resdurces, much of which dould be made
available only by disarmament,

77, If such {inancial resources were mada available
by an improvement in’ exchnnge conditions, hased on
stabilization of commodity “prices, the -increasing
disparity between the levels of living in different

parts of the world would be considerably reduced, and.

the possibilities of ensuringlasting peace andprogress
for mankind would he increased. Assurecly there can
be no real economic progress by the developing coun=
tries uniess the- regional economic groups of the
highly industrialized countries aveoid prejudicing the
interests of the developing countries by restrictive
and discriminatory measures,

78. In that connexion we would recall‘ -the efforts
made by the Economic Commission for Africa, which
recently adopted resolutions of great importance for
the fature development of the countries of Africa—
particularly those resolutions setting up the African
Development Banki2/ and the African Institute for
Economic Development and Blanning.!_./ o

79." We likewise congratulate the Secrebary—General
on his happy initiative in launching the United Nations

. Devolopment Decade, and-we sincerely hope that the

clear-cut ideas inspired by his repoxti4/ will be taken
up and thoroughly analysedwith a view to their correct
application for the benefit of needy peoples.

80 . All the”preceding considerations lead us to re=-
affirm the unchanging attitude of the Republic of Guinea

to problems of economic development. Here, as in

other respects, we follow a policy of non-alignment,

The economic characteristics of Guinea, which, onthe .

one hand, has exceptiona.l%,favourable potentialities,

s financial and technical
resources and suffers from all kinds of after-effects
of its colonial past, impose special requirments’on
it. Consequently, thé Republic of Guinea has under=

taken to 'maintain economic, relations with all the .

countries of the world within ‘the framework of bi-.
lateral and muililateral co-operation and on the
basis of reciprocity of interests and réspect for
national sovereigniy. In this respect, there are
grounds for satisfaction with regard to the efforts

¥

now being made within the framework of the United

Nations- technical assistance programme &0 carry
out & ‘number ‘of projects which will help to bring
about a. considerable improvement in the living
conditions of Africans. At the same fime our'ilateral
economic relations are belng'ﬁmcreasmgly developed
thus accentuatmg friendly and loyal co-operation bes

tween nations in accordance with the prmciples of the v

United Nations, - . : ¢y

12

81. Steps have been i;'iken in the Republic of Gumea‘

to~ encourage and safeguard° foreign investment by the .

adoption 6f an Investment Code: The sustained efforts

of the Government of Guinea inthe fields of economic

development, accelerated traimng of skilled workers,"

and mternational co-operation,. enable us to view the
futuré with confidencé, We ses thig future as-above’all’.

intimately integrated with: that of Africa asa whole,

It could not be othcrw1se 1n v1e¥ ofthe’ complementary

2

;_/ Official. Rétords™of the Hgonomic and Social Gounell, mm‘
-fourth Session, Supplement No.. 10, resolutlon 52.(iV)e - i 3

13/ Ibidy; resolution SB:(IV). |-

__/ Unlc‘d Natlons Dévelopment Decade- Proposals for actlon (U,z : ’

Nat.ions publlcation, Sales No,:02.]1.B.2) - S T
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nature of the economies df the various, countries of
Africa, the similarity- of our aspirations, and. the
common nature of qux historic destiny.

82, Since the beginning of the organized struggle
for total likeration the peoples of Guinea, mohilized
in a great .movement of national salvation, have
olearly discerned the chiaf milestones along the
uphill read to African emancipation, and have cone
sequently defined the objectives of their hattle for
liberation. These objectives were and are national in=
dependence for all the peoples of Africa, African
unity, - and the xational economic development.of
Africa with a view to the i‘ull social development of
its people,

83. It was only logical and natural that the :{epublic
of Guinea, having consolidated its national indepen=
dence, and gained full mastery of its destiny on the
political plane, should press on towards the reali-
zation of the second objective of its historic struggle,
that of African unity, The liberation of a large part of
our continent and the artificial dissensions raised here
and there between African States and leaders make
unity more necessary and more urgent every day.

84. Now that suitable political apd psychological
conditions ‘have come into ‘being” Zthrough multiple
individua)l and .collective contacts between all the
active forces of Africa, its political, trade union,
-youth, and women’'s organizations, and between mem=
bers of Governments and heads of States, we have the
intensely heart=warming experience of observing that
African unity;. which will be the work of all Africans
-for the benefit of all, is henceforth possible and can
be achieved immediately. This is the ‘most tangible
result of the community of intérests and aspirations
of - thie peoples of Afriéa in the united struggle to
recover their liberty, ensure respect for their unique
personality, ‘and endow their actionon the international
plane thh the necessary eﬂectlveness and scope.

85; President Sékou Touré, who has at all times,
but particiilarly during the past year, devoted all his
~ehergy and faith, and made use of all his connexions,
“ in his search for the best ways and means'of bringing
about African unity, recently hadthe great satisfaction

of being.able to pay a solemntribute to all thé African -

Heads of'State 'who came, in response to his fraternal
- initiative, to' confirm their unreserved agreement to
the convening in theé near future of an African con=-
ference at the highest level. There .is no doubt that
this : will :be the most epoch=-making event for:the
destiny -of Africa since the Berlin Conference of
1885, which: set the seal on the disastrous carving
up: of our continent and legalized the pillage of our
riches, the overthrow of our States and the/anspeakable'
;oppression 'of our peoples. The sacred duty of the
first leaders of the liberated parts of Africa will be
to ‘restore what was destroyed at Berlin. Our hope,
and that of ‘all the peoples of Africa, is that around
-an African conference tablé our’leaders will work out

‘the " details- of the’ charter of African unity. and the.

conditions ‘for: honest co-operation betweenour States,
and w1ll gét 1o ‘work, in: accordance with: the wishes
‘ peoples of- Afrlca, to create an atmosphere of
‘ 'peac ’_understandmg, and fraternai confidence between
"ali“the" States'of ‘Africal’ By way of contribution to the
‘searéh foridr ‘solution accéptable to all concerned

Presiden Sékou Touré recently declared~ b E o

“':i»‘:‘ A kX ;

. 1. "The: ".‘unity to which« swWe aspire does not and.,
‘cannptr mean. umformity :of-our:institutions: or-of the

struoture of our States, and still less the oreation
of a single party or a single great African State, , ,

"Qne of thé main hnndieape which has so fap
hindered the complete achievement of African unity
Jhas heen the idea, . .that this unity must be built
around a single State or a single man., Today it
has become cbvious that the political evolution and
-the economig, soocial and cultuxal development of
the African States require rather their whited
action based on a joint programme freely chogen
by all the States and conforming to their interests
and to the“rules of equality and fraternity. within
the framework of continental solidarity,"

86; The warm welcome given by the continent of Africa

[

to this impoxrtant declaration and to all those made by
othar Heads of State inspired with the same realistic,
desire for effective action, is a sure guarantee that the
States of Africa are’on the eve of bringing about their
unity. We hope that during this seventeenth'session
of the General Assembly all the representatives of
African States will contribute to this end by their
general attitude, their statements and their votes,
In this noble enterprise, the consequences of which will

far transcend the frontiers of Airica, we are counting

on the co-operation and support of all peoples and all
States. In particular, the leaders of the States ree
gponsible in various ways for the present division of
Africa have here a unique chance 1o help us rebuild
our continent so that we can forget past bitterness,
misery and humiliation, Inthis vital field, the interests
of present-day Africa are identical with those of all
other countries, and in particular those of Western
Europs, We proclaim loudly to these latter that the
moment has come to substitute the slogan "unite and

‘co-operate" for the slogan "divide and rule", "

87. For our part, our aims are clear, our intentions
pure, and our willingness for honest co-operation
unlimited. This is one of the vital contributions which
we are offering tothe international community. Modest
though it may be, it seems to us to be essential for
the success of our common enterprise: the mainten-
ance of international peace and security.

Mr. Mubhammad ZafruIIa Khan resumed the Cbair.

88. Mr. VELAZQUEZ (Uruguay) (translated from
Spanish): Permit me, Mr. President, to extend to you
the congratulations of my delegat:on upon your election,
You possess to a very high degree qualities which
are rarely found in a single pexson:youare thoroughly
familiar, as a jurist, with the principles of thebretical
and speculative thmking and, as a statesman, with those-
of the practical science of politics These endowments
warrant the hope that, under your wige leadership
and the guidance of the Supreme Being whom you
have so humbly invoked, the debates now beginning‘
will help to attain our objectives. Sty o

. 89. The seventeenth session of the General Assembly

is opening at a ‘time when the international situation
is fraught with tension and ddnger, The problem of
Berlin and the whole problem.of the future of Germany=

the most - difficult legacy -left to°us by the Second

World War--are still unresolved and.compelthe forces

defending the principles of the free‘world to remain

in a continuous state of vigilance; In that moreé than;

in -any other area, an act of rashness or an: act Of':

weakness 'may have unforeseen consequences. PRy
90 There is also: tensmn and conflict in Asia, despite;

_some instanceés of significant progress; tengionin Afri- :
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o, whera some sectors of opinion stitl refuae to
recognize the inescapable yealities of African nation=
allam; and finally tension and danger in Amerioa, the

. continent which we would have wished to be "par

“excellence® the continent of peace, in accordance with
what has been and continues to be the unalterable

_ohjective of our peoples,

91, This, of course, is no new situation. Since the
second World War, with shorter or longer periods

-of respite, the world has become accustomed to

living in a permanent state of orisis, The ddys of

Septembex 1961, when we openedthe sixteenth session,

geemned even darker. At that time, too, the question of

- Berlin was in an acute stage, but there was also the

Congo crisis; we were on the eve of the exglosion of
the fifty-megaton bomb, and the whole world was
mourning the death of one of .the most selfless
gervants of the United Nations,

92, But crisis and conflict, however recurrent,do not
provide sufficient reason for our hopes to waver, Life
itself is conflict and crisis, because injustice, cruelty
and ambition are present in it. Life is .all that, and
all that is worse in an international than in a national
context. But such is reality; and it is reality which

" must be our starting-point, for paradise is. not of

this world, All we can hopetodois tormake the human

" condition more tolerable, by usingthe means available

to ua. : t{

93, The United Natilong is one of those means, We
do not, of course, regard it as the only instrument
for coping with the problems arising from the coexis=
tence of nations. As pointed out in the introduction to
the annual report of the Secretary~-General on the
vwork of the organization from 16 June 1961 to

15 June 1962,18/ it was never the intention that all

¢

problems should be solved within thé United Nations,
nor was the United Nations conceived as the sole
means of conducting international diplomacy. It is
clear that our world is still based, and will continue
to be based for some time to comie, on the classic

° concept of sovereign nations in more or less peaceful

compétition=for that unity upon which alone can be
based a-juridical structure with any claim to univer-
sality has not yet been established. The “world city"
seen as the highest ideal of human, political organiza~-
tion in the-philosophies of all greatcultures is still no
‘more than & dream, an age-old dream,

©

94, But if that is true;and ir onthat account the small
countrigs, more than others9 are compelled relent=
lessly to defend their sovereignty in a world in which
the differences in economic and military powerare so
vast and blatant; ultimately we are bound to unite and
integrate, not to separate and divide, That is why the
instrument which the United Nations represents should
be -tonceived as a dynamic one, to be used in the
service of new forms of co=operation and international
action, Possibly  a dynamic concept of the- United
Nations was not in the minds of the Organization's
founders, and perhaps that idea has rot yet been
fuliy developed But the United ‘Nations is .an in=

‘stitutioni. and institutions are destined to live, not

to die, They are living things. -even 'though their

Nlifemthat ’ is, 'the force they'exert—ig: of a nature

.differentafrom ours. And just as our lifeis simply the
Aranslation of power into action~that is, & moyement
‘towardg- perfection, towards fulfilment which is the

‘h—
=18/ official .Records iof the General Assembiy, ‘Séventeerith’ Session.

s“mlement NOo LA, prde: 70 700, il e Jbgiat ek
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_ ultimate goal—-—so institutions, like plants, animall

and men, require the harmonious developmentof their
potentialities and their attributes before they can
arrive at the full aohievement of their purposes.

95, Even a superficial review of what has happened
in the United Nations in the past few years would
show that part of that process has begun and that a
peaceful revolution has heen set in motion within the
Organization, In illustration of my point, it cannot
{be denied that the decisions adopted by the Assembly
are merely recommendations, devoid of the binding
effect which international -obligations usually have,
Nor can it-be denied that the non-mandatory nature
of the Assembly's decigions, together with the veto
and the principle of domestic jurisdiction, constituted ~
the three pillars on which it was possible to support
the San Francisco agreement., But while this“is still
true from a 'strictly legal standpoint, it is less ob=
viously “true from- the standpoint of cne particular
political consideration, I am referring not merely to
the moral force gonsistently attributed to the Assem-
bly's recommendations as expressions ° of public
opinion and world conscience. 1-am thinking specifi-
cally of the increasingly wide-spread belief, parti-
cularly in certain fields of United Nations activity,
that these Yesolutions are mandatory—of the emer=
‘gence of a psychological factor, the opinio necessi=
tatis, which i§ one of the decisive elements in the
development of the rules of customary international
law, This, it must be récognized, is a new pheno=
menon—one not provided for in the system’ of the
Charter, The least we can say now is that this idea
already exists; time alone will tell whether it is to
be the idea of-the future.

96, I have dicated a specific field of the United
* Nations. dctivity in which this "iving" concept of the
Organization has made itself felt more keenly than
in others. The field is that of colonial questions. It
has been said that colonial empires are lost in New
York; while that may be an exaggeration, it is a fact
that the United Nations is playing a decisive role in
this matter., Who can now doubt, for example, the -
tremendous explosive power of the Declayation on the
granting of independence to. colonial ¢ountries and
peoples ? We may go on debating whether’the Declara=
tion is strictly in conformity with the letter of the
Charter or the intention of its authors. But who would
now deny that the Declaration. is in conformity with
the spirit of the Charter and its political philosophy ?
Even if we did go beyond the formal provisions of the
Charter when we adopted that resolution, we did so®
in order to make those provisions serve the purpose
of the Charter more effectively, for that 1s,why they
are there, And that was all to.the'good, for it is the -
letter which kills and  the spirit whxch gives life.

97. 1 would ot w1sh to let this opportumty pass without
expreesing our apprecxation of the work accomphshed
by the Special Committee - on. the. Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration onthe’
Granting of Independence to Colénial Countriés, and
-Peoples,. on- ‘which we were priwleged to. serve, We-
think. that, apart from the. normal ﬂaWS which in=
evitably characterize any newand origmalundertakmg, .
the. Committee has done constructfve work, While there * -
have been dlfferences of opimon among the members '

thh regardnto Asome probléms, and. certain posrtionsj o
. may -have been maintained with the rigidity of ex-

tremism, theré‘» ‘has ‘also: been much evidencé-of.a . -
.8pirit" of compromise and a. constructive\approach; ‘

‘7
D
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- When we consider what colonialism, a system whicho
. grew out og an inhumun ‘desire for gain, has meant in
our time, we must .at the very least recognize the
responsible attitude adopled by countries which have
" undergone, in body and soul, the affliction:of colo=
nialism; we must at the very least maxrvel at the faot
that, with one single exception, this battle for Hbera=
tion is being waged within the framework of the Char-
ter, which is tantamount to saying that it is being
waged within the law, Any revolution is, to a large
extent, violence' but violence within the law and in
. support of the law is known as justice. After all, the-
object of ‘this struggle for liberation is legitimate,
and there is probably no nation Trepreseuted in. this
Assembly which has not: had to fight at some moment
in its history, for its libgration from foreign domina=
tion, In any. ‘struggle for a noble cause, those who
carry -on the struggle must aleo, in some way, be
ennobled.

= e
Q B ’

98, Much doubtless. remains to be done, and itis -
Qfor the Assemby’ to decide how the task.shall be °

> pursued, But if we are to go on—-anod no-one doubts
thgt we must=it should not be merely to bring about
) peoples' anore ot less fox ‘mal independence, Political
- independence and self-government are ‘the first obs=

jective, but not thie ultimate goal. The ultimate goal.is.-

independence in the fullest senseofthe word—indepen-
dence which°really makes us masters of gur own des=

tiny, masters ands spvereigns in the legitimate areas.

# of,'competence of our communities. 'It is true that
political Jindependence is.a 'sine qua non of full
independence- but of itself is not ‘enough. °

<99, I should like to recall thatf we,, the peoples of
Latin America, have ‘learnt; and not in'anima vili, that
- ‘theestablishment of self-government involves, iin the
first. pldce;: ‘intelligent:. adaptation ‘of the: forms of law
to tie sociological realities of each country. Speaking,
" for a people which, 1ike its-brothers in America, has
in the. past had’to involve itself in a continuous battle
as between ideal constitutions and real constitutions,
&8 between wiitten constitutions and sociological con=
: stitutiOnsr’-a ‘battle fortunately terminated by Uruguay
* haif ‘a- century ago~we are in a position fully to.
appreciate the need'to adapt the principles underlying
the ‘development. of free- institutions” to' the pohtical
Body which they are intended to govern, as skin is

. adapted to the human frame. e

100, Every country, of course, rrust Jnake 1ts owh
experiment. 1% workmg ‘out: its-owh principles» But in
“all ‘cases: the objective should be'the same: that those:
4nstitutions~except, for such hasic principles as the
sovereignty 'of the ‘people. or respect- for natural
" human.rights, Whlch are-unconditionally applicable in

" all‘situations=*should be: adapted, like the skin-to.the
body, to the actual structure of the country, Otherwise,

- independence. Jeads’ to chaos and chaos breeds a new
> loniahsm~ or spurious forms of government Wthh

,'9'.

“acts of supreme w1sdom which in other oircumstances

Al

——

102, For those who belong to’ that world wWe must
abolish the paradox of political indepexfdenoe and
econcwmio dependence, the luxury of freedom and the
yoke of“poverty. A world in which 500 million peopls -
are hungry and 1,000 million are at least suffering

- from malnutrition camnot continue to exist. At this.
stage of clvilization, it is dertainly neither novel
nor revolutionary to assert that the wealth of thig.

eartkc has been created for the benefit of all mane
kind, not for a phrticular part of it, And what that
part claims ag its right is nothing more’ than the
role incumbent. upon it, its administrative and social’
task, which should be acknowledged and performed
within the international community even more impera-
tively than, within a national community, For there

‘can be no healthy international community so long

ag, entire populations are still_sunk in backward=

ness oxr poverty. The gap “between rich, powerful
natiohs- and -poor natlons is even less acceptable
than the gap between rich and poor “within a given
gountry, precisely because the internatignal coms
munity is the most effective political entity--the.only
one able to supply mankind as a whole with adequate

means for achieving happiness, which is. the purpose )

of human life.

103, I should not like to omit a reference, however
brief to such exceptionally important subjects as
disarmament and nuclear testing. It should be borne
in mind that despite the valualile and constructive work
being done by-the United Nations in broad .fields of
human activity, 'and particularly in ‘economic and
social matters, its primary objective is still the

mamtenance of mternational peace and security,

104 It is true that if the question of disarmament

o

.had to do, as the word suggests, merely with arms, .

" the unarmed countries . which .comprise the vast
- majority of the Assembly could have little to say,

But disarmament is merely an instrument, a means,
ofie .of the aspects of peace; and peace is a question
that concérns us all, Peace is not a matter of opinion,
a maiter ¢f veto, or a matter of numbers of army

divisions. Peace is.the common good, andthe question -

of disarmament therefore concerns us all, And this
is partmularly* true of that aspect of it which relates
to nuclear testing. For even if we. could agree, at
least in theory, that the arms race, with its immense
danger and the 'vast resources of which it deprives
us,, constitutes a.ésither a-positive breach of peace nor

* a real injury, nucléar tests, however leg1t1mate the:

interests held to justify them, already constitute an
injury--a. real, niot .a potential one, Consequently, with
the same right as that enjoyed by. the nuclear Powers
in: advancing . arguments .in defence. of their national
security,. we -adyance the same arguments in ‘opposi=
tion, since no Goveriment can neglect its mescapable
duty of protecting the lives. and health of the pv=op1e

-placed under . its care—its first and indeed, most

sacred obligation. ,

‘105 We' confidently hope that substantial progress

‘ ll be made at. th'1s seveiteenth sessionof the General

, Assembly, in the’ matters of disarmament andnuclear.

testmg. Men-hke countries, which after allare ‘nothing -
more than communities of men—-faced as they are

“tion;ware capable in".the last resort of performmg

106, : Among the 1tems to be considéred atthis seven
";‘teenth gesgion is one: entitled "Cons1deration of prm-

might have seemed Utopian or impossible. : ﬁ

6

'today, w1th the inexorable prospect of total annihila= ..
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° oiples of international law concerning friendly re=
iations. and co-operation among States in accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations", We are not
too sanguine as to theceffectiveness of such an in=

vestigation as a real means of establishing friendship”

.and co=operation between nations, It is not enough for
men to know the truth; they must also will it, and to
seek and operate truj;h must become a habit, a
gecond nature, so that thought and action become one,
instead of being, as seems to be characteristic pf the
spirit of our times, permanently dissociated.

107. In considering these principles, we must start
from the basic fact that the international community
. has not yet succeeded in advancing beyond the stage
of the coexistence of many sovereign national States. If
such is the present structure of the world community—
and it always seems to have been~that is because it
is to some extent inherent in the nature of things and
in the plan of creatmn- consequently, in their relations
. with each other, these natural entities must possess
more or less the same rights as those held by indi=
viduals in their mutual relations within their own
communities,

108, States, like individuals, have a right to live, to
exist, to protect themselves and to develop in a
lawful way. They have a right to.physical integrity,
i.e,, derritorial integrity, and to the exercise of
free will, i, e., self-determination; a right to enjoy
legal status and therefore to be équal before the
- lawi a right to be respected by their peers; a right
to tHeir own culture and to the development of their
national characteristics; and lastly, a right to use
the fruits of the earth for the sustenance of their
\ populatlons.

109 If these fundamental rlghts are reelly inherent
in the nature of the State and.in the fact of its spon=
taneous existence withiix a multiple society such as the
international community, we:must then accept, as a co=-
rollary of those rights and,because any. rule of law is
essentially bilateral in . its:application, a series of
guiding principles or standards for coexistence which,

if they were effectively applied, could make a prac-:

tical contribution to the promotion of friendly relations
and co-operation among nations. Such would be, for
instance, respect for self-determination; the prin-
ciple' of non-intervention, strict observance of which
, Would be a very effective, if not the most effective way
“of restormg confidence between nations; the principle

of self-defence, and genuine equality before the law;

freedom of communication and trade between all the
peoples of the world; and finally, the duty of the rich
nations to come to the help of the poorer nations, not

in pursuance of an optional; unilateral decision, but

. in compliance w1th a regular legal and natural
obligation, ‘ . o , .

<110, That is not all, however. The 1nternat10nal

commumty, although amultiple society, has an entity of -

its' own, based on ontological foundations just as firm
- a8 fhose justifying the existence of & State, Conse-

quently, because they are component parts, or meri=

bers, of a greater whole, States must assume certain

“types of obligation which to some extent ‘transcend

- those resulting from the varying legal relationships
between them. However strong our national feeling,
. however legltlmate (as .of course it is) tlie life of
each-nation, the autonomy of the State is not absolute;
it is restr1cted not only by the equal rights of other
States but also by the more gener: al requirements for
the general good of.the human raceasa whole, without

A

which it would, in the last analysis, be vain to. seek
the good of its members.

111. This optimum good, the exoluslve good of the
international community, itself involves duties and
responsibilities which have to be discharged, It must
be recognized, not only with words but also with
deeds, that there are interests even higher than
riational interests and, that the former do not, exclude
or conflict with the interests of each State, just as
the health of the whole body does not conflict with
the health of its members, a

112, I could give many examples of how anawhen the
individual -good gives way to the universal good, a
process which makes friendship and oo-operation be=
tween nations possible and fruitful, But there is one
case that is particularly important, because it re-
lates to one of the interests which we consider vital,
I am referring to the possible use of force, presented
as a legitimate instrument of national policy. Whén
we hear talk of this today, theré come to mind the
words written more than four centuries-ago by Fran=
cisco de Vitoria, the.eminent Spanish Dominican who
was the father and founder of the Law of Nations.
Writing for a world which still recognized war as
a lawful means of resolving conflicts and whose'division

_‘into ideologmal blocs is strangely reminiscent of our

own, he had, in his Relecciones, this to say about the °

power of the State:
+ "As a republic is part of the world and in‘par-

.ticular, a Christian province part of the repubhc ;

as .a whole, T think that a war which would be of
advantage to one province or even to the republic
as a whole but harmful to the rest of the world or.
to Christendom would for -that very reason be
unjust, o

3133, 1do not thmk that'I needgo any further, because
this is the.only reply we-can give today. -

114. Mr, BENITES (Ecuador) (translated from Spans=
ish): Permit me, Mr, Presment to express the grati=-
fication of my Government” and delegation at'your

~ having been elected to direct the debates of this

Assembly. Your specialization inthe study and practice

‘of law and your devotion to the principles of justice

are a guarantee of .success  at & time when the
United Nations is facing such grave problems wh1ch
may be crucial for the destiny of mankind o .

115. Since the time of:the last sessmu avents: have
taken place which may have important consequences.

Man is questioning the cosmos and requiring answers -

from -t. He has overcome the force of gravity, which
used .to be ‘absolute, and the almost ineradicable
dangers of weightlessness, in his conquest of outer
space.’ But the United States representative, Mr,
Stevenson, a statesman who is adcustomed to locking
at events in their historical perspectlve sa1d with

‘extraordinary frankness in the General Assembly‘
[1125th meeting] that 'if the enormous techmcal fand .

economic efforts. wh1ch had been made for the con-

quest of _outer space had been made for the well= "+

being of mankind, many. of the problems of under=-.

‘development disease and. poverty could have been

solved.. In addition, there is stiil the. _potential dang;er
of outer space being used for pmrposes of - mass.

destruction, Mr, Stevenson's stateinent that there is,
a strong probability of agreementbeing reachedin this.
much to alleviate the -growing . ‘anxiety .,

A)
area doed
regardmg ihe use of space vehlcles for purposes of
Ware: o B TRER v .

Vi



180

o

119,

General Assembly - Seventeenth Session — Plennry Meetings

116. One shudders to think what suchuse would mean,
The bomb which burst on Hiroshima in 1945 is almost
Insignificant compared with the hydrogen homhs ex-
ploded in 1952, and the latter are almost inoffensive
compared with the 100-megaton bomhs, equivalent to
100 million tons-o
Soviet Union has expivied, In order tohavea standard
of comparison, all we need do isto remember that the
bombs used in the Second World War contained
about 2,000 tons of the same explosive and, sufficed
to destroy Europe. According to. official calculations,
if twenty-five of these 100~-megaton bombs were
dropped: on a densely populated area, they would
kill 36 million people outright and affect 57 million
others, while sixteen days later 72 million people
would be ‘dead and 21 million awaiting a lingering
death, : .

«

117. But even apart from a nuclear war, there is °

definite danger to human life in the test -explosions
of the atomic bombs, ,

118, . It is well known that the isotopes produced by
nuclear -fission -have sinister‘effects so far as the

future of :mankind is-concerned, Strontium 90, which

behaves -like calcium, affects the bone structure,
Caesium 137, which acts like sodium, affects the cell
tissues. Jodine 131 disturbs the endocrine functions,
And Carbon 14 causes genetic mutations which, sooner
or later,’ may produce a generation of monsters.

It -is estimated that 300 nuclear bombs have so
far been set off; and according to.the figures given
by Mr. Stevenson in his speech of 20 September,
390 megatons have been exploded, or 390 million
tons of TNT--140 by the United States and 250 by
the Soviet Union. There is every indication that we
are ’approaching dangerous levels of radio-active con=
centration in the atmosphere. The only end of the ar-
maments and nuclear testing race appears to be mass
extmctmn.

120 It is with these appallmg problems that the

vOrgamzatmn is faced. Year after year, we have seen

proposals emerge and peérish, World opinion has been
given glimpses of the mirage of general disarmament

‘and complete pedce. On the other hand, we have seen

the “failure of the voluntary moratorium on niclear
testing; and we know that ‘gathermg' a few wise dip=

‘lomats ground a table will not give us world peace, by

decree, overnight, In a divided world like ours, dis=-
trust and fear are inevitable; but there does seem to

be 2 possibility »* “aching honest agreements which
“wotlld achieve an_

_.ance in conventional armaments,

~as.a first step towards ‘the. abolition or at least the

' 1n ‘a not too dlstant future the new -science, based
on E1nste1n's theory. of the equlvalence of matter and

.reduction ‘of weapons of mass destruction, And it is

‘also possible that agreements concluded in good faith
may replace volunta*:y ‘suspension and, in: the end,
lead to the: abandonment of nuclear testmg.

121. It is'a fact that the technlcal mastery of nature
is reaching a point wkich used to be considered
mu‘aculous. It “is therefore not’ Utoplan to think that

, energy, may. place in man's hands the almost fabulous
~power ‘of nuclear energy for peaceful uses, And there

. latmns. ;

can “be no doubt that the ‘peaceful use of atomic

energy would produce great changes m human re=

TN

: '122 Today wé can already seéhow greatly technology

‘has inﬂuenced international life.- The useof the turbine

~in alrcraft and the mastery of short-wave transmission

[

INT, which we are tolgl the -

———

have led to the internationallzation of human relatlons .
and to a radical change in world politics, The histori=
cal era which is now ending was baged on/the rigid
concept of unlimited and unrestrictsd naticnal 80ve-

reignty, The historical period we are now entering
tends towards the crganizatiOn of the internationa]
community and the inoreasing subordingtion of domes.
tic to international jurisdiction, by the free and vol«
untary action of sovereign States, The political
expression of the historical -geriod that is fnow
closing. was what was called the balance of power
and spheres of influence. In our era, we have come
to accept increasingly, a policy of 1nternat}onal Co~
_operation, formerly confined to penal and health mat.=

' /ters. In thé era now drawing to a close, relations

bétween States were viewed as an association; our
own era tends towards the constitution of the in-
ternational commumty out of free States. The idea
of association carries with it the idea of beinga
means to an end, a means of consolidating interests,
But a community is an end initself, If Kant's language
were applicable in this fields I should say that the
former isi governed by hypothetical and the laiter
by 'catégorical imperatives, More and more, the
United Nations is becoming the juridical orgéanization
of the international community and is strengthening
the pohcy of co-operation.

123, In the interests of realism, we should like it to
be understood that we are not saying that the stage of
the balance of power has been left behind. It must not
be forgotten that the United Nations was born of a
successful alliance against nationalistic totalitaxri-
anism. The talks at Dumbarton Oaks in 1944 and at
Yalte in 1945 established {ue basis for' the United
Nations, and reflected the wishes of victorious Powers,
which were then united. to organize the post-war
world. For that reason, the United Nations was con=
ceived on the principle of limited universality, but
the door was left open for development towards
complete universality.

124, That we have developed in this direction is.un=
deniable., The United Nations is proving that, as an
orga.mzatlcn, it is dynamlc not static; flexxble, not
rigid. It is therefore steadily becoming the orgamza—
tion of the whole international community, and the in-
strument for increasing: co-operation between States.

125. In a world divided by opposite systems of
existence, we canno$ expect final solutions inpolitical
matters; but it is undeniable that the Orgamzatlon's
moderating action has helped to lessen major tensions
and avert dangers. Mention has already been made-
and here again I refer to the statement of the United"
States/representative—of its peace-making actionin -
sucirmatters as the dispute between Indonesia andthe
Netherlands, the relaxatmn of tension in Laos, and
progress fowards the” political unification of ' the
Congo. And thére'dre grounds for hoping that, directly
or indirectly, the United Nations may be able to find
solutions for the problems now tormenting the world._ '
Such action requires prudence and energy, pat1ence ;
and determination; it can however, be carrled out’
‘either directly and spontaneously, or as a result of
pressure from world opinion, -

126, Although the road to a solutmn of the great‘:'
political -problems is beset with difficulties—which

" should not, howevér, halt the workof the United<Nations -

as the guardlan of mternational peace and’ securlty-f

“there are specific fields in which international co= .
‘ operatlon has achieved conorete results; for mstance.




© 1131st meeting — 25 September 1962

131

(e

in technical assistance, the struggle against illiteracy
and ignorance, ‘the promotion of methods to improve
conditions in the under-developed countries and co=
ordinated action to combat unhealthy 1iving conditions,

127. This co-operation has admittedly led to impor=
tant advances, However, the great problem of the one
third of monkind living in poverty, sickness and
jgnorance still remains., Vast regions, of the world
are afflicted by under-development, In addition, the *
concentration of population in urban areas has out-
stripped the growth of productivity in thosg areas and
has created idle masses susceptible to the blandish-
ments of totalitarian propaganda, There is also the
alarrning problem of the disparity between the pop=~
ulation explosion—which is most marked inthe under-
developed countries—and food resources, This prob-
"_lem, which in the past century has attracted the
attentlon of economists such as Malthus, is now
acute, It can be solved only at one or other of its
two extremes: either by limiting births, which is
repugnant on rehgmus or ethical: grounds to a large
part of mankind,” or by increasing productivity.

128, Technology can facilitate the latter solution.
The discovery of underground water resources, soil
‘fertilization processes, improvements in food pre-

servation, plans for land rc.fmm and population re=-
settlement would greatly help to solve this pressing
problem. The under-developed countries however,

lack theeconomic resources to undertake these
measures and our Organization has insufficient means
Nto accelerate the process.

129, My delegation agrees with the perceptive ana-
lysis of this question made by Mr., Alfonso Arlinos
de Melo Franco, the representative of Brazil, who
pointed out to the General Assembly [1125th* meetmg]
that a fall in the prices of raw materials and foodstuffs
on the world market was having the dangerous result
of forcing the people of the under-developed countries
. to work harder and harder to earn less and less, It
should be added that, in the meantime, the prices
of manufactured goods and mechanical equipment for
the development of agriculture and industry are
rising, This imbalance is-a constant source of dan-
gerous social upheavals which have no connexion with
ideologies but reflect real and vital needs,

P

130, My delegation also supports the programme to
be carried out during the period designated as the -

. United Nations Development. Decade, and in this

-regard wishes to place on record its appreciation of
. the great understanding of our problems shown by
U Thant the Secretary—General of the United Natmns.

'131 Lastly, my delegatlon would hke to touch on
& matter relating to the maintenance of peace based
-on justice. I refer to the process of decolonization,
- The United Nations has. great achlevements to its
credit in this field, Only ten years ago, the question
- was still discussed of whether Chapters XI and XII
~of: the Charter really formed part of that document
. or whether, as the colomahsts claimed, were merely
declaration of good intentions. It is true that we
- krecently heard an attempt to revive this argument, but
- Wwe regarded it as being of purely historical interest.
A ‘considerable advance was made in 1953 with the
;formulatlon of the list of factors ‘which should be
- taken into’account in deciding whether a full measure
of self-government  has been attained. In 1960, the
. v.Magna Charta of decolonization was proclaimed, in Ger-
al. Assembly resolutlon 1514 (XVI) Ten years ago

.

Y

there were saxty Member States  today there are 108,
very few of which have not at one time had colonial
status. Although their independence is largely the
result. of courageous and intelligent action by their
leaders, United Nations efforts to speed the process
also made an important contribution,

132, If viaw of the fact that Africa is the continent
which suffered and still suffers most from the hard='
ships -of colonial exploitation, I feel compelled to
dwell on what I might call the African problem, I

hasten to offer my apologiesf”’lﬂhe African repre-

sentatives who do me the honour wf listening to me;
gy errors I commit will be made unw1tting1y.
Fowever, I believe that the African problem cannot
kie understood except in its histoncal context,

133. One of the most wide~spreadbeliefs abouit Africa

\that it had no culture of its own aad that the Euro-
pe\ms gave it theirs, The truth is that when the Euro=
peans first arrived in Africa, the continent was in the
initial stages of a transition from a tribal to a state
system of organization,. a process similar to the one
which took place in Europe when the feudal system
was superseded by the development of nations, In the
fifteenth century-~from 1434; when Gil de Eanes
reached Africa, until 1497 when Vasco da Gama
sailed around .the Cape of Good Hope—exploration of
the continent was confined to the coastal.areas;
there were, however,  reports of the half—mythtcal
land of Bilhad Ghana mentioned by the Arab chroni<
cler El Bakri. The Kingdom of Mali had its or1gm
in. the legendary Sundiata, The kingdom of 'Gao wiis in
the ascendancy. Such chroniclers as Ibn Batuta, also
an Arab, mentioned the important cities of Mussa,
Timbuktu on the Niger and Yenne on the Bani, which
were active trading centres. This process was ar=
rested by.the slave trade which, in four centuries,
deprived Africa of _some 100 million of its most
vigorous inhabitants, delayed the continent's develop=
ment and left a legacy of tribal hatreds which have
perhaps not yet been eradicated. It was against this

background of economic dislocation in Africa thatcolo=

nialism was established during the nineteenth century,” i
a process which, like the slave trade, took place without
regard for existing ethnic, linguistic or Galtural-divi=
sions, -Africa was thus colonized according to lines
boldly drawn on the map and not on the basis of homo-
geneous cultures,, ,

134. I must apologize for thxs hastorlcal digressmn,

which is necessary for an understandingof theAfrican ~

problem. The new Stateshave been setup more or less .
in accordance with the arbitrary boundaries drawn by™
colonialism and do ‘ot correspond to: any actualzcul=-

4ural, ethnic or lmgmstxc areas, This makes Afrwan

natlonahsm different from nationalism as we: know
it in Western States. African nationalism has a con=
tinental as well as 2 national aspect, More 1mportant
than a narrow nationalism is Africanism; which the
d1st1ngulshed philosopher -and poet: who .guides the

a’ return to. the sources of Negro being, "nigritude”..
Accordingly; de;:elgpments in Rhodesia, the Congo or

=

- destiny of Senegal, Lé&opold Sédar Senghor, has called

Angola concérn every African State regardless of -

its guiding 1deology or the. superlmposed cultural
regmn to wh;ch it belongs. o

I3 \‘ .

135 The features of surviving colon*ahsm w1th its

a

* brutal forms of racial discrimination and the domina=

"-tion of. large masses . of Africans. by smail ‘white
minorities, must.. be dealt with speedily because of
Ethe growing danger of serlous deveIOpments which '

o
\
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s as Spengler foretold, would add a racial struggle
, and a olass struggle to the just iight for Afrioan
liherty. ’

"186. Wa understand the dlffloultlos". We-beliéve that
untimely sanctions ox violen measures will not help
“to overcome them. We believe that impatience is not
-a good counsellor; hut'neither is indulgent forbearance.
We trust that the wisdom ofthis Assembly will lead
to the adoption-of prudent, tlmely and just solutions,

137, Haying glscussed the world problems confronw
-ting the  United: Nations, my ‘delegation would now:
like to take up the problems of the Organlzatlon

itself. It has been asserted that the United’Nations®

is suffering from a so-called "crisis of confidence".
An honest and frank examination of thé present situ-

- ation is therefore desirable in order to determine the
Organization's purposes and clarify the means avail-
= able-to it. s

“ 188..A great deal of’ confusion results from a .

misconception of “its purposes., There are many
~ who like to regard the United Nations as soxt of -
, super-State with coercive powers similar to those
of a national State, There are many others who view
it?as a, world parliament capable of endowing its de-
cisions \with the binding force of: ylaws, There are
many ‘others pr ain who would turn back the clock and
mike “the United: Nations an instrument of power
politics. . o

* Nations as the greatest attempt in history to organize
the " international ‘community on a legal basis and
" achieve the goals implicit in the existence of such a
community—politlcally, the raaintenance of peace and
security, and socially, co-operation in the attainment of
“higher living standards, We therefore believe thatitis
‘based .on the principles of universality and the
equality of States both large and small, -without
" discrimination. The. principle of universality forbids
the exclusion ofpeace-loving States capableof carrying
out the obligatiqns imposed by the Charter, and guar=
- antees" the prmciple of self-determination of peoples

., s0'that they may select their own system of government

by democratic methods. o -

140 The pI‘iDClpl.e of .the equality, of States applies

nbt only to the exercise of rights but also to the -
fulfilment of obligations. My delegation will therefore

respect the advisory opinion given by the International-
Court of Justice regardlng the costs of maintaining

peace -and security [A,‘5161] 167 c

141 In conclusion, my delegat on would like to refer
. brlefly ‘to the structure of our Organization. The
Charter, does not and cannot® embody an’immutable
order; it must be adaptable tonew needs and be’ sensi-
> tive to new, elationships. We believe, therefore, thatit
, ‘can_ and should be revised, It is essential for the New
‘State&™ to. play ‘a” greater part in‘ United Nations.
norgans and this calls for a charige in the Organization's.
. structure through revision of - its Charter, GVithout
‘such a rev;sxon, no stryctural changes"can be made,
‘In our’ 0p1m pn, therefore, the suggestion that the
"direction of )xe Secretariat’shouldbeieiitl;
is ‘unsound £ind Gntimely .and I should Tike to take the
opportunity of expressing:the sympathy and interest
. with - which’ smy delegation views.- the: ute and .én~
lightened work of our Secretary-General U Thant

L ._/ Certaln expenses “of the United Natlons (Artlcle 17. paragraph 1..

. of thé Chartery - Advisory Opinion of 20 July l962-l C._l. Reports
1962 p, 151), ERER

9.—:0; b

[

142, My delegation wishes to indlcate its stand-qr—

GQ) o B
L 1880 I should like to say that we oonsider the United

Wtly exercised -

the major problems bhefore the General Assembly,
Everyone is aware that we are living at a turnings.

point in history, in a changing world where al} ©

° truths are tentative and all solutions subject to
review in the light of developments,

143, We trust that underetandlng, selilessness and a
sense of historioal responsibility will guide the work
which we_undertake. Without those qualities, the Uniteq
Nations would cease to be theworld's greatest attempt
at organizing the internationay community and the
hest co-operative instrument for the solution of its
most pressing probiems, Without them, it woiild he
nothing but a stormeridden costly and futile tower
of Babel, huilt of glass. o

44, Mr. KREISKY (Austria): Mr, Presldent {irst
of all permit me to extend io you the most heartfelt
congratulations of the Austrian delegation, We are,
together with all the other delegations in“this hall,
most gratified that a man’ enjoying such a high re~
putation as a statesman and jurist, a man of such

O great wisdom and experience,‘is occupying the highest

- office in this Assembly at such an important session

as the present one, 3 .

145, I should also like to avail myself of this oppor-
tunity to express my warmest thanks to the’ Acting
Secretary~General for having taken the not inconsider-
able ‘trouble; during his fatiguing jéurney, to include
a visit te the capital of my country. In Vienna he had
the opportunity of engaging in valuable talks with the
Federal President and members of the Federal
Government.. . o

146, Although we are still 80 grlevously and deeply
smitten at the loss of Dag Hammarskjold, we can con-
sider ourselves fortunate that we have succeeded in
finding a man who is not only the representative of .
one of the world's most dncieat peoples of culture but
who has also earned great respect and great admirg-
tion, even during the short time he has been in office,
by the acuteiiess of his judgemnent, by his balanced
personality and by his -realistic attitude,

147, Austria is one of the smaller countries of the
world and, like all the others, is therefore particularly
interested to see the work of .the United Nations
crowned with success. Iis work can be successful
only if it has a Secretariat that operates effectively,
But there can be such aSecretariatonly if it is headed
by a Secretary-General with unequivocal and clear=
cut powers, who is not constantly obstructed ifi the
execution of kiis duties,

148," The United Nations also requires the financial
resources to enable it to carry out its important
tasks. Although Austria is faced with substantial
obligatiohs arising out’ of various. post-war treaties

, and because of the fact that our couantry was not

gpared the devastation of the war, the Federal
Government, nevertheless, has not turned a deaf
ear to the Actmg Secretary-General's appeal and bag
accepted Austria's quota of Umted ‘Nations bond\ '

149, So far as the Specml Fund and technical asais=
tance are concerned the Austrian Federal Government -
will gladly fulfil its obligatlons particularly becauseil -
_ is fully aware of the beneficial- activities of these two

- important fields of Umted Nations ac ivity, S

. 150, The United Nationé”conference on ¢onsular re=

lationid is. scheduled to be held next-year in’ Vienna,
and I" can aggure_you: that ‘the Austrlan Federal

Q



440480 eallng = «0 pOPIAMPOY 1Jd0s

194

) ~Government and all the authorities goncerned wiil
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do everything in their power to provide propeg .
{agilities for this conference, .

151, I also want to express my thanks for the con=
{fidence displayed in my country by the election of the”
Pormanent Representative of Austria to the United
Nations, Mx. TFranz Matsch, as Chalrman of the
-Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spuce. We
are all aware of the great importance of outer space
research and we are very grateful to those Stutes
which have become the great explorers of cur age in
this field for the material sacrifices they have made
and the enexrgy they have expended.

162, The Permanent Representative of the United
States to the Unitéd Nations, Mr,. Adlai Stevenson,
was completely right wheu, spaking on this subject
a few days ago [1125th meeting], he put the question

in the following olear terms:" "Bul what does it

profit if-a few men orbit the earth while below them

millions are starving?" Recently at Detroit, I myself -

sald in a lecture that fate will not look kindly upon
‘ug unless, at the same time as we set-course for the
stars, we also do evervthmg possible to make life
on Lur planet worth living for all,

153, The Austrian Federal Goverpment has already
" expressed its great interest in the dctivities of the
* Economic’ and Social Council, We sincerely hope that
all Member States will support our candidacy, and
we: wish to thank those who have already indicated

> thefy intention of doing so.

154, Austria is today engaged in becoming a welfare
State which will embody its efforts to achieve -both

gocial security and individual freedom. In its social -

legislation it often tries to venture into new .paths.

155, We are very familiar with the 'problems of
economic development from ourownbitter experjence,
We are engaged in making our country a” modern
industrial State. Many of our techhicians are at work
today in several States of Africa and Asia. But
even more important is the fact that approximately
6,000 stiddents from deveiopmg coyntries are studying
in Austria, including 563" from the Umted Arab
Republic and 733 from Iran alone,

156, Dévelopment problems< arouse particular in=- "

terest in public and private circles in Austria, For
example, in the” summer of this year, a conference
on such problems was held at Salzburg, in which
. eminent experts from thirty-four countries of Asia,
Africa, America and Europe participated. I hope that
the delegations will very soon be able to acquaint them=
selves with the interesting document that was pre=
pai ed there,

157.( Ify therefore,mAustria is honoured: by being elec= .

ted to the Economic and- SOCldl Councﬂ it will carry
‘out this task with devotion andrespect for.ne purposes
of that organ of the Umted Nat lons, - :

"158, At its sixteenth sessmn, the General Assembly
adopted a resolution procla1m1ng a-United Nations
Deve10pment Decdde’[resglution 1710 (XVI)]., Member
States are’asked to 1ntens1fy their efforts to mObihze
and to sustain support for the measures fequired
fo accelerate progress towards economic growth inthe
developing countries,” taking, as the objective a
minimum annual rate of growth of aggregate national
income of 5 per cent at the end of. the Decade, By
. this resolution, Member States and members .of the
Speciahzed agen01es are cailed upon to pursue poh-‘

o

0

“161.

162,

gles designed to enable the less developed countries

.to sell their products at stable and remunerative

prices and thus to finanée increasingly their own
economic development, They are also called upon to
pursue policies that will lead to an ificrease inthe
flow of development resources and to adopt meastires
which will stimulate the flow of private investment
capital on_ mutuaily acceptable terms.

159, as eurly as 19690, the Eoonu‘rnio Commission for
Europe prepared a very commendable ‘study on this
problentiZ/ and came to the conclusion that the esti-
mated impoxt requirements of the developing countries
for 1980- would amount °to approximately $60,000
million, When one considers that, in 1960, these
countries- sold a total“of $19,009 million worth. of
goods, the full magnitude of this problem becomes
apparent, ol ,

160, We are convinged thaf the r‘nodern, rich, indusg-
trial States riust make considerable efforts. and that
all those that are in a position to “do so must make
part of thelr nationals income available to thosé
nations “whigh today are experiencing great difficuity,
in satisfying the most urgent needs of their citizens.
But a real and lasting rise in the standard of living
can be achieved only if “thé relations between the
industrial States and the developing countries are
based to a greater extent on a genuine economic
partnership. P %

where they can sell their commodities at pricés
acceptable t6 them, Again, the industrial® States
must develop thelr production, in such a Wway that
their national income becomes ever groater and it

“The developing countries require rich markets ”

thus becomes increasingly easier for them fo'make . -
a corresponding part of this national income dvaila= _

ble to other peoples, o o

In this rconnexion, economic integration has a
prominent part to "plav se far as Europe’ is con="
cerned, In 1960, the Western' European States alone |
absorbed as much as $12,000 million worth of the
developing countries! total exports of $19,000 million?
A larger consumer market is possible only through
the economic cintegration of Western Europe. Such
integrdtion will
European nations and ‘alsguenablesthemn to partici=-.
paie to a greater ‘extent 1’n”the _development pro-
grammes of other States. & Coa .
163, As the representative of a country which, wh11e
observmg its strict neutrahty, {8 desiroas of pattis -
cipating in EurOpean integration, I wish to assure you
on. this occasionsthat ‘thecStates which wish to create’

strengthen °the economies of the

4

a

©

a  large common market “in. Europe, in which the o

countries of the European Economic: Community ‘as
well as the countries of the European Free Trade
Association ‘would participate, are far from pursuing

‘chjectives based on power pohtics or mxhtary des1gns. 4

164, Occasionally we hear it said that the u.i.ted ~

ince San
Frarbmsco. It:is my opinion-that the prmmple of one -
Stats, orie” Member, -one - vote, must sfemain intact
becausé it is'a fundameﬁtally dem/ocratic Principle.:
The ‘large -States have’ many yother: ‘possibilities ofy

«throwing their weight mto the balance of world ‘poha
t1cs.~° SR R 6 ;
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Nations finds itsélf in a crisis- beoause")the number !
.of smaller States ' has become ‘“so great
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165, It-is the obligation of all of us who hold by the
prinoiple of equality. in the!\United Nations to .do
evexrything in our power to prevent tho United Nations
from:, becoming a field of manoceuvres for political

- propaganda, It is precisely the small States which must

° realize the significance of their responsibility inevery

N VOte. °

166. I have already mentioned that the United Nations
has a particular significadnce for the smalior countries,
Thus Austria has been submitting during the past two
years, in qQrder to facilitate a solution, one of its
most important probiems-the South Tyrol question=
to this forum,

167, Sincesthe last session of the General Assembly,

new. possibilities of a development in the” South

Tyrol question seem to have emerged. The Austrian
Federal Government has heen endeavouring to avoid
anything that could hamper a favourable developmerit,
It has, therefore, desisted from requesting the in=
clusion 'of the South Tyrol question in the agenda of

- this year's session. But I do not want to conceal the

-170,

-

" Tyroleans

. annerl V.

fact that this attitude has not found general approval
in Austria at all. - .

168.. The “dispute over South Tyrol has not yet heen
settled, and the resolutions adopted by the General
Assembly at the fifteenth session [resolution 1497
(XV)] and the sixteenth session [resolution 1661 (XVI)],
in which the two parties were called upon to resume
the negotiations with a view to finding a solution for
all differences relative to’the implementation of the
Paris agreement of 5 September 1946,18/ have not

. been fulfilled,

169, The Aus rian Government, therefore, regards
it as its dutyéo inform the General Assembly of the
present status of this problem as it appears to it,
This report seems all the more appropriate as in the
Special Political Committee, forty speakers at the
fifteenth session and thirty-four’ speakers at the
sixteenth session took the.floor on the subject. This
great interest shown in the South'Tyrol question has

. been and  is -undoubtedly of enormous influence for

a favourable development of the problem, In the
debates in he Special Political Committee the Aus—
trian delegation_explained -in every detail the his=

torical background and all "the problems of the

South Tyrol question, >

In 1919, as a result of the First World War,
South Tyrol was separated from Tyrol, and even today
this loss is felt very heavily in Austria, On 5 Sep=-
tember 1946,: the so-called Paris agreement was
concluded between the Austrian andthe Italian Govern-
‘ments, which was supposed to bring about a gystem
of measures to assure to the German-speaking South
"compleie equality of rights with the
Italian-speaking inhabitants" of the Province of Bozen
.in order. "o safeguard the ethrical character and the
cultural and econoemic development of the German=
speaking. element",

Leneral Assembly regolution 1497 (XV).
171, Between Austriao andvlt’alv a dispute over the

/ imnlementation of the -Paris agreement has’ arisen—

the "Austrian side being. of ‘the -opinion that only the

- granting -of -autonomy-_to the Province of Bozen,
as proposed by the-South Tyrol representatives in‘

'both louges . of the Italxan Parliament, would do

g

PR ,J L

Thls quotation’ from the Paris-
’ agreement was _also inserted in the preamble of

"e"é”United >Nations, Treag Series. voi. 49 (1950), No. 747. .

vy

justicé to -the spirit ‘and the ietter of the Parls
agreement,

172, This opinion seems to the Austrian Government
to be all the more appropriate since this autoromy
gshould apply to a territory exactly circumscribed
in the Paris agreement.. The fact that special aya -
tonomy was also granted to other reglons in Itnly
such as Sicily, shows clearly that such a solution ig
“in accordance with the principles” of the ‘Italian
Constitution “without impairing the integrity of the
Italian State.

173. Since it proved impossible to agree on this
problem through diplomatic channels, the Austrian
Government decided\to submit the cuestion to the
General Assembly‘s fifteenth session,

174, I would like to recall that already on 21
Septembver 1959, I had announced in my speech hefore

- the " General Assembly at the fourteenth session .

[800th meeting] that Austria would be compelled to
take this step should it not be possible by cther
means o achieve satisfactory living conditions for g
minority of 250,000 living closely together in a
countzy of 50 million inhabitants,

175, 'I‘oday I would like to spare you a description
of the bilateral negotiations between Austria and
Italy, conducted during 1961 in accordance with
the mandate in General Assembly resolution 1497
(XV); and.I shall therefore confine myselfto informing
you why we believe that in the past year a certain
development in & favourable direction has emerged,

176. In the fall of 1961, the Italian Government,
obviously under. the impression that a solution of
the problem of the South Tyrolean minority had
become more and more urgent; decided to appoint
a special committee which was instructed to study the-
question of South Tyrol and to submit the results
of these studies to’the Government, This committee,
finally established by Government decreeof 1 Septem~
ber 1961, consists of seven South Tyrolean members,
one Ladin and eleven Italian representatives. Ori-
ginally the composition of the committee had been

. envisaged on the basis of parity.

177. Although fully aware that this step constituted
an internal Italian measure, the Austrian Government
has sincerely welcomed it since it represents the
first attempt by an Italian Government since the in=
corporation of the South Tyro) into Italy, in 1919,
fo arrive at a solution of the problem in direct
congultations with the elected representatives of
the minority. The- sp‘v5c1a1 committee embarked upon
the substance of its task in the late autumn of last
year, Since then it has been possible to arrive at

-a compromise in a number of questions, Hewever,

many questions, and among them the most important
ones, still' remain without solution, ‘As far as I know,
recommendations of the committee ‘require. the cofi=
sent of the Italian Government in grder to be tmple-
mented, and in so far as t"air impl¢mentation necessi-
tates legislative measur“_l als/ the consent of the
Italian Parliament, .You will' thus understand -that
the estabushment of this committee ig only a. begin- <
ning—but surely “a beginning which deserves our
favou.,able comment. . _

c‘ (RS e ‘v.‘o

178, Approximately at the same tzme ‘an encouraging;

- development in the' South* “Pyrol question took place
‘within the ‘Council of Europe. The Folitical Committee
of the Consultative Asgembly decidef* to establisha

[ o et o
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sub-Committee under the chairmanship of the Pres-
ident of tho Belglan Senate, Mr, Paul Struye. In
Jannary 1062, Mr, Struye went to Vienna and to
Rome on an information trip, and during his visit
to Rome he also established direct contacts with

the representatives of the Trentino-South Tyrol Reglon,

179, The Austrian Government, on its own initiative,
has done everything to promote the favourable de~
velopment which was taking shape, and it was only
after no final result emerged in spring 1962 that the
Austrian Government, on 8 March 1962, proposed
to the Italian Government that bilateral negotiations
pe resumed, in pursuance of the resolutions of the
General Assembly, This proposal was reiterated

on 19 April 1962, On 13 June 1962, the Italian Govern=

ment finally expressed its readiness for a-meeting
of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs in July of that
veas.

N

180f In the negotiations which were held at Venice

on 31 July 1962, it- was agreed not to request, the
inclusion of the South Tyrol problem in the agenda
of the seventeenth session of the General Assembly,
in order to enable the Italian study committee to com=-
plete its task. The result of the committee's work is
to be considered, after the Italian,Goverament has
stated its position onthese results, it a further meeting
of the Foreign Ministers later this autumn, Further=
more, it was agreed that in the meantime both dele-
gations would report to the Assembly, durin~ the
general debate at the seventeenth session, on how
the South Tyrol resolutions had so fa* been imple~
cmemed.

181, The Austrian Government trusts that it will
be possible to resume the bilateral negotiations
within the shortest possible time, and that by then
the .essential points will have been settled within the
Italian study committee, The solution of all questions
which might then still be open would-be attempted in
negotiations on the substance of those questions,

182. The meeting in Venice has led te an improve=
ment of the climate of the negotiations, a fact which the
Austrian Government acknowledges with satisfaction,
The Austrian Government trustz,
tevelopment will also have its influence on the situa=
tion in the Province of Bozen and will lead to those

o
9

@

o

i

‘however, that this-

i

alleviating consequenoes which the South Tyroleans
degire. ! -

,0

183, The. General Assembly in its resolution 1497
(XV) has included provisions for the case in which the
negotiations do not lead to “satiafactory results.
1 do hope, however, that it will not be necessary to
have recourse to paragraph 2 of the operative part
of that resolution. The Austrian Government acknow=
ledges with satisfaction that sincere attempts arg
beijtg made on the <Italian side, also, to arrive ata
solution of the problem, However, the Austrian
Government feels obliged to. stress that only a
comprehensive solution can he the bagis of an en=
during settlament.

184, The Austrian Government has no interest what-
soever in seeing the South Tyrol problem yremain the
object of further disputes between Austria and Ialy.
The Austrian Government is interested ina settlement
which will make such disputes superfluous. Over the
past years the spirit of European co-operation has
brought the peoples of Europe much closer together-
and this is. particularly true of those peoples which
had heen separated by century-old quarrels. The
Austrian Government is convinced that this same
spirit of European co-operation will also show its
beneficial influence in the near future for those
people who live on both sideg of ‘the Austro-ltalian
border, o

185. The fact that the General “Assembly at its fif=
teenth and sixteenth sessions adopted resolutions
recommending a solution of the differences existing
between Austria and Italy; the establishment of the
Italian study commiitee; and finally the -initiative
taken by the Council of Europe: all these facts are'
viewed by the, Austrian Government as_encouragl
signs which prove that it has been possible ‘to attra\ct
universal interest in the South Tyrol problem, ‘

186, If we succeed in Thding 4 solution of the
South Tyrol problem satisfactory to all concerned,
we shall have created new and improved political
and economic conditions for a quarter of a million
people. But beyond that, Italy and Austria, in their

" determination not to deviate from peaceful and un~

biased negotiations, will have acted in the Spl&‘it
of the Charter of the United Nations,”

_ The meeting rose at 5.55 p.m.

4.
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