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'AGENDA ITEM 56

Appointments to fill vacancies in the membership of subsi-
diary bodies .of the General Assembly:
(a) Advisory Committee on Administrative and -Budgetary
Questions ‘ ‘
. REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A/4912)

1. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I in=-
vite the General Assembly to consider the first item
on our agenda for this afternoon, which deals with the
report ‘of the Fifth Committee concerning an appoint-
ment to fill a vacancy in the membership of the
Advisory Committee on Adminisirative and Budgetary
Questions. . oo

2. If I hear no objection I shall take it that the draft
resolution which has been recommended by the Fifth
Committee and appears in its report [A/4912] is
adopted by the General Assembly."

The draft resolution was adopted,
- AGENDA ITEM 9

Géperal .debate:(continued)

3. Mr. DJERMAKOYE (Niger) (translated from
Yrench): As some eminent speakers have already
gaid at this rostrum, our sixteenth. session has
opened on a note of meditation, We are mourning Mr.
- Hammarskjold, the Secretary-General. His sudden
and unexpected death has been deeply felt in Africa,
to which for the past year or more he had devoted all
his efforts. 1 take the liberty of associating myself
with all those who have sung his praises here and of

-

paying a tribute to the man who died serving the
noblest of causes and whose memory will remain
forever engraved on our minds and on our hearts.

4, My country, through Mr. Hamani Diori, President
of the Republic of Niger, has sent the following
message to all his friends, among whom we are
proud to count ourselves, to his family and to Sweden,
his' country, which has offered two martyrs to peace,
one after the other:

"The Government and the people of Niger are
‘shocked at the death of Mr. Hammarskjold. I ex=
press my sincere cimdolences and those of the
members of the Government who mourn with me
the grievous loss of this man who had devoted his
life to the cause of peace and who has come to a
tragic end in the service of peace and human
brotherhood.” [A/4894.] ) ‘

5. Africa is the heir to his thoughts and his desires.
Indeed, it is an African who is presiding over the
General Assembly. It is hardly necessary for me to
congratulate Mr. Mongi Slim, the President, on his
election, for this has been done fully by the repre-
sentatives of other countries, outside Africa, who
have drawn attention to his personal and human
qualities, his wisdom, his sound judgement in all
matters, his spirit of fair play and the esteem in

‘which his country is held throughout the world. This

is borne out by his unanimous election as President
and by the good will with which the Indonesian candi-
date withdrew. We are convinced that with him as
President of the General Assembly Africa will write
a constructive page in the annals of peace.

6. It is a particular pleasure for me to stress the:

joy of my delegation at seeing the membership of the

United Nations at the opening of the sixteenth session
of the General Assembly increased by yet another
African State..

7. It was by acclamation that Sierra Leone, a new
African State, was admitted o membership in the
United Nations and, having accepted the obligations
contained in the United.Nations Charter, it has now
taken its seat among us. Niger extends its fraternal
congratulations to Sierra Leone and knows full well
that this country, which belongs to the Monrovia
group, will make a constructive contribution to the-
development of Africa. ’

8. Our only regret is that at the sixteenth session
the doors of the United Nations have not been thrown
wide open to other deserving independent countries,
as was the case at the fifteenth session. We hope that
the sixteenth session will follow the example of the
fifteenth and that before long other States from Africa

 and elsewhere will join us in this Assembly and play

thejr part in building the world of tomorrow.

9, Mauritania has been waiting at the gates of the
United Nations for the past year. Over twenty African
States are pressing for its admission. We think that
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the States that are blocking its admission will realize
that they are making a grave mistake and that all
Africa will be unable to forgive them if Mauritania
fails to be admitted to membership of the United
Nations this year.

10. At the last sess1on of the General Assembly we
adjourned without having had time to consider agenda
item 88, entitled: "Africa: a United Nations Pro=
gramme for Independence and Development". The
African and Malagasy States know that for them there
can be no genuine independence unless their eco-
nomies are sirengthened. Consequently we particu-
larly welcome the fact that assistance to Africa is to
be discussed this year in three General Assembly
Committees.

11. This is a crucial issue for us and I should like
to mention some of its aspects which apply more
specifically to the States members of the African and

Malagasy Union to which my country belongs. The
- cpncept of aid to Africa is of great complexity, for it

embraces every aspect of economic and social de-
velopment in our vast continent and it may be said

that no formula transplanted from another part of the

world is likely to afford a sclution.

12, Apart from the problem of finding outside
sources of finance, the need for which is too ohvious
to call for comment, the develcpment of :ny country
presents, I think, three essential features.

13. In the first place there is the problem of adapt=
ing traditional social structures to economic develop=
ment. It is important that African society should not
be outstripped by economic progress but should keep
pace with it since, in the last analysis, it is the hu-

- man being whose welfare is at stake, it is the African

whom we wish to endow with a new dignity, for the
achievement of which we rely, at least partly, on
modern teohmques and powerful economic means.
With this in mind we welcome the forthcoming dis-
cussion on African educational development.

14, The second feature of this development to which

I attach very great importance is that of the organi-.

zation of world markets for tropical commodities.

Indeed, if we Africans are rather too dependent upon
international aid, is not the reason to be found partly
in the difficulties we experience in finding adequate
and stable outlets for our products?

15. Far from being poor, Africa is a réservoir of
raw materials for the whole world. As yet it has only
a limited number of commod1ties, but those com-
modities play a crucial role in the balance of trade
of our States. It is the duty of the nations which are
" ahead of us'in econvmic development to join us in
organizing markets for tropical commodities, in par-
ticular by creating the conditions necessary for the
stabilization of prices.

- 16. This question must therefore remain a matter of
primary concern to the United Nations. We are glad
to note that it has been placed on the agenda of this
session,

17, The third feature of African development is that
of the co-ordination of sources of assistance and
regional co=operation.

18. The situation of the States membere of the Afri-

can and Malagasy Union is characterized by the fact -

that, by reason of their geographical position, they
belong to a zone of economic sol1darity. Consequently,

—

they have access to several sources of mutual
assistance:

(2) Bilateral aid, mostly from French sources;

(b) Multilateral aid provided by investment capital
from the European Economic Community;

(c) United Nations aid, a source of assistance i
which we all place great Lopes.

19. The first problem which the planning organs in
each of the States concerned must try to solve is the
co=-ordination of these different sources of technical
assistance.

20. Moreover, it is clear to any realistic mind bthat
rational development, in Africa or elsewhere, cannot
be properly conceived except at a given regional level
and, first and foremost, with economic co~operation

~and political solidarity among the States concerned,

This raises the question of the establishment of
common institutions which are both economic and
political in nature.

21. To settle this queetion, the States forming the
Brazzaville group, which a bare six months ago laid
the foundations for the African and Malagasy Organi-
zation for Economic Co=operation, adopted on 12 Sep-
tember 1961 the Charter of the African and Malagasy
Union, which will henceforth unite the twelve States
of the Brazzaville group in a political institution,
May I be allowed, as the representative of one of the
States members of this Union, to give some particu=-
lars of the decisions which were taken recently by
our Heads of State.

22, To begin with, this is what they decided with re=-
gard to the institutions of the African and Malagasy
Organization of Economic Co-operation.

23. The headquarters of the Organization has been
established at Yaoundé; Mr. Razafimbahiny has been
appointed its Secretary~General. Thus the African
and Malagasy Organization of Economic Co~cperation
is now ready to function effectively.

24, The following four technical committees have
been set up within the Organization. '

25. A committee for economic and social develop-
ment, which will be responsible, in particular, for
co-ordinating the development plans of the States
concerned and their investment schemes, for obtain=
ing external financial assistance and for exploring
the possibility of establishing an African and Mala-
gasy development bank, -

26. A committee on.foreign trade, which will be re=
sponsible, among other things, for bringing the vari-
ous legislations and customs and tax regulations into
line, for exploring the possibilities of instituting an
African and>Malagasy free-trade area, for expanding
the existing customs unions and the scope of their -
co=operation and for proposing ways of co-ordinating

trade.

27. A committee for the study of monetary problems,

responsible for studying the functioning of banks of .
issue and central banks (and in particular the speedy

Africanization of such organs) and the problem of

foreign payments.

28. A committee for scientific and technical re-
search, to study, in particular, a plan for the estab-
lishment of institutes for scientific research, study
centres, training etc.

-

_—
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99, Each of these committees is empowered to adopt
" resolutions which come ‘into force when they have

peen approved by the Council of the African and

Malagasy Organization of Economic Co-operation,
. the supreme executive body of the Organization.

30. The institution has thus been given the means
which it lacked hitherto for bringing about effective
co~operation among its twelve member States. The
figure twelve, moreover, is not restrictive, since
under article 2 of its Charter the Organization is
open to any African State which adheres to its
principles. : }

31, I feel it necessary at this point to recall that in
May 1961 the representatives of some twenty African
States, meeting at Monrovia,/ arranged for a study
to be made of the means of congolidating the accord
they had reached and their political, economic, cultu-
ral, scientific and technical co-operation. They
agreed in principle on an Inter-African and Malagasy
consultative organization. A group of experts met at
Dakar2/ in July 1961 to draw up conclusions for con-
sideration at a later meeting. The experts advocated,
in particular, the creation of an African and Malagasy
common market, which would include an investment
and guarantee fund which could serve as an agent be=
tween the States and the international credit organi-
zations called upon to provide financing for major
projects of a national or international character.

32, I have dwelt at some length on the economic pro=
visions which the States members of the African and
Malagasy Union have adopted, in harmony with the
spirit with which the Monrovia group is imbued, be=-
cause I wanted to give a clear picture of the efforts
we have made to strengthen the deep solidarity of the
African and Malagasy States and their desire for
close co=-operation in order to enable them to raise
the level of living of their peoples more rapidly.

33. I need scarcely point out that a small country
like Niger cannot hope to improve its lot solely by
its own efforts. My country is of course ready to

make all the necessary sacrifices at the domestic

level in order to increase its savings and invest-
.ments; it has naturally fixéd an optimum degree of
gelf-propelled growth as the objective of its develop=
ment plan. But its very gize places a limitation on
what it can accomplish through its own means. My
~ country, therefore, attaches importance above all to
the offorts -towards inter-African and international

co-operation at the economic level. :

34, Amiong these efforts, those made by the United
Nations, I repeat, occupy a special place, less be=

cause of their present dimensions than because of the

hopes which they have always aroused among the
African peoples. ‘

35. President Kennedy spoke, in this very hal], of a
"United Nations Decade of Development" [see 1013th
meeting, para. 73]. To what extent are these mere

words and to what extent will they lead to concrete

action? Our under-developed peoples will reserve
judgement until they see the results. It must be ad=
mitted- that so far we have mainly had to accept bi-
lateral assistance and that all Powers have not shown
themselves to be equally generous in their desire to

4/ Conference of Hevads of African and Malagasy States, held from
8 to 12 May 1961, ' g

2/ Conference of experts of the African and Malagasy States, held

. ’ from' 10 to 17 July 1961. : :

help us. Nevertheless, I have the feeling that cur
Organization has by no means made use of all its
possibilities for action.

36. We are not among those who seek, but among
those who act. While we support economic co-opera-
tion within the United Nations, we must admit that the
progress it makes--which incidentally is too slow—
depends more on the will of the great Powers than on
our own. Nevertheless, we believe that in the field of
regional co-operation much depends on- our own
efforts. That is why my country is in favour of any
concrete action which is calculated to develop co-
operation among the African States. My country is
determined to play its part both in the Economic
Commission for Africa and among the members of
the African and Malagasy Organization for Economic
Co=operation. o '

37. My delegation hopes that in the debate on the
economic development of Africa all the AfricanStates
will make an objective appraisal of the presentefforts
and of the practical possibilities for action and that
in the future the United Nations will bear in mind the
co~operative efforts made by the African and Mala=-
gasy States.

38. 1 should now like to refer to the international
problems which are of particular concern to my
country. First, however, I shall venture fo say a few
words concerning the decisions with regard to foreign
policy which the twelve States of the Brazzaville
Group took at the Tananarive Conference.%/

39. As I said just now, these decisions were the
culmination of a development which has brought us,
without the surrender of any part of our sovereignty,
into increasingly close co~operation, first in the eco-
nomic field and then within the larger perspective of -

_ the execution of a common foreign policy.

40. It was for this purpose that the African and
Malagasy Union, whose charter has just been adopted
by our Heads of State, was set up. What is the goal of
this organization? I can best reply by quoting arti-

cle 2 of this charter:

®The African and Malagasy Union is based on the
solidarity uniting its members. Its purpose is to
establish co-operation among its members in all
fields of foreign policy, in order to strengthen their
solidarity, to ensure their collective security, to
‘assist in their development and to preserve peace
in Africa, in Madagascar and in the world." '

41. 1 should add that under the terms of article 1 of
its charter the African and Malagasy Union "is a
union of independent and sovereign States, open to
any independent African State" and that consequently
it is not limited to the twelve founder States.

42, 1 should like, in this commexion, to quote the
statement issued by the twelve African and Malagasy
States at the conclusion of the Tananarive Conference:

mihe African and Malagasy Union.is merely a
part of the larger grouping of Africdn States.known
as the Monrovia Group. Both the former and the
latter, though based on African solidarity, have no
purpose other than to make their contribution to the
development of the international community through
the elimination of war and the establishment of
world co-operation. ' S

3/ Conference of the African and Malagasy Union, held from 6 to 12
September 1961. o : :
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" ... In other words, they intend to work to build
the Earth in the spirit of the United Nations. Their
method is that of discussion, ‘i.e. negotiation, an
outgrowth of the original African palaver. They do
not believe that truth is the preserve of any one
nation, race, continent, ideology or, in a word, of
any one bloc: they are convinced that truth emerges

- from the confrontation of theories and interests
which at first glance appear to be opposed.”

43. Under the terms of article 4 of its charter, the
-general policy of the African and Malagasy Union is
determined at the Conference of Heads of States or of
Governmonts who meet in regular session twice a
year and in special session at the request of the
majority,

. 44, Decisions are taken by a simple majority; dis-

cipline is enforced in sll problems of decoloniza-

tion. In order that the decisions tzken may be put

into effect, the African and Malagasy Unica has an
administrative General-Secretariat with its head-
quarters at Cotonou. Lastly, with a view to co~

ordinating the policies of the member States of the

Union at New York, it has been decided to establish a
group of the African and Malagasy Union atthe United
Nations.

45. I do not think that this outline of the provisions
of our charter requires any commentary. Their
moderate terms amply express the firm determina~-
tion of our leaders to set up common institutions de=-
signed to provide the twelve States members of the
Union with the means of acting effectlvely in the
international field.

46, 1 should like, in the light of the final declaration
adopted by the twelve members of the African and
Malagasy Union at the conclusion of the Conference
of Tananarive, to give you our views on the main
international problems which are at present engaging
the. attention of African leaders.

47. I need hardly say, at the outset, that we approach
these problems in a spirit of strict neutrality, that is
to say without.any allegiance to any other countries
whatever. Of course, as I have already said, our geo=
graphical position compels us to establish economic
links with our European neighbours, especially in
view of the complementary character of our econo-
mies and the interdependence of the major currents
of the modern world, It must be understood, however,
that when we havev signed agreements with other
States and when in the future we conclude treaties
with inter-governmental bodies we have done and
shall do so in gbsolute freedom and independence and
such instruments may in any case be amended or
annulled if circumstances should so require.

48. In our view, the policy of non-alignment should
consist in a genuine neutrality and it seems to us
that very often what one finds in Africa under the
guise of "neutralism" is in fact simply a concealed
allegiance to one of the two blocs. This genuine neu-
trality which today dictates the attitude of the mem-
bers of the African and Malagasy Union and that of
the Monrovia Group will one day, we hope, be that of
the whole of Africa. It makes us the determined
champions of general disarmament, The young Afri-
qan States want to devote all their energies and all
their resources to building up peace, not war. They
cannot, therefore, allow certain countries to treat
disarmament as a source of easy propaganda, where
radical and c’emagogic formulas are just a pretext
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for delaying the adoption of real and progressive
measures. We believe in particular that it is abso-
lutely nscessary to institute rigorous control and ine
spection, and at the same time to take every possible
step for the gradual reduction of existing armaments,

49. The most effective control, it seems to us, would
be that provided by an international body, since that
fact would destroy in advance the arguments of those
who would like to represent such control as a form
of espionage. It would seem essential to couple this
control with the establishment of a body responsible
for maintaining peace and security in the world as
the various stages of disarmament take place. But

- the first stage would certainly be one culminating in

the halting of nuclear tests once and for all for their
continuation on a large scale would probably mean
the contamination of the entire human race. We
should solemnly  denounce here all those who have
deliberately, in contempt of human life, resumed
thermo=-nuclear tests and thus contributed to the in-
tensification of the cold war.

50. One of the most acute symptoms of this cold war
is the open controversy at present taking place on the
subject of Berlin. We consider that this problem, with
reference both to Berlin and to Germany, as a whole,
should be solved on the basis of self-determination,
But the division of Germany exists: it is a fact which
we must accept for the moment, in the hope that the
international situation will be such as to make it pos=-

- sible very soon for the whole German people to de-

cide upon their own future, i.e., to reunite if the,y 80
desire, It seems to us that this principle, upon which
our own entire development has been based and which
has enabled African States to acquire international
sovereignty, ought not to be the prerogative solely of
peoples who were formerly under colonial rule but
should serve the interests of all those who are ina
state of dependence of any kind whatever. Such a
limitation, which has recently been espoused by cer=-
tain people, would surely be likely to bring about a
marked reduction in the scope of the principle of
self-determmatlon, whose universality is enshrined
in the United Nations Charter and which clearly re-
flects the eternal right of peoples to decide how they
should live. -

51. Moreover, it is this principle which will, we
hope, lead to the solution of another problem very
close to our hearts: I mean that of Algeria.

52. We are all confident that the Algerian people
will attain independence--and we are anxious to help
them achieve that end-~and that this new step towards
the emancipation of the African continent will be
made soon. I should like, however, to state once again
that in my view bilateral negotiations alone are likely
to have a successful outcome and to bring about a
lasting peace. My delegation repeatedly declared,

during the Bizerta affair, that the only possibility for :
a settlement of the Franco-Tunisian dispute lay in
direct negotiations between the two parties. Subse-

quent events have proved us right. We shall be

even more satisfied when this dispute is completely
settled. It is our hope that these two countries, for .
both of which we have feelings of friendship, may
very soon enjoy once again the atmosphere of co-
operation which united them before this unfortunate
incident.

53. With regard to Algeria we can only beseech the
French Government and the Provisional Government
of the Republic of Algeria to resume negotiations 4
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once again in the hope of achieving, after years of
gtrife, a lasting and fruitful peace. We should like, in
this respect, to make reference to the positions taken
by General de Gaulle for they represent real pro-
gress towards the complete decolonization of the

" Maghreb, and we are sure that the Provisional

Government of the Republic of Algeria will follow his

' example{ o that peace may very quickly be restored

in Africa.
54, There are many other hotbeds of discord in the

. world. I am thinking in particular of the conflict of
rival factions which has been going on in the Congo

(Leopoldville) for more than a year.

55. We have always maintained that national unity
could and should be based upon the central authority.
‘We have also constantly upheld the principle of a re-
form of the "Loi fondamentale"==which is in no way
sacrosanct—by the Congolese themselves in order to
bring about a solution through unification, but always
employing the methods of peaceful negotiation. We
Africans are well aware that up to now trials of
strength have never brought any solution to the
world's problems.

56. More serious still than the events in the Congo
are those which are now steeping Angola in blood.
The arguments advanced by the representatives of
Portugal from this very rostrum to justify the main-
tenance by force of their domination over this Terri=-
- tory seem to us to have little foundation; they will not
stand up to criticism; they are very often ridiculous.
How, for example, can it be argued that Angola is a
Portuguese province, when its inhabitants have never
had representative institutions and have never par-
ticipated, by means of universal suffrage, in electoral
consultations of any kind? We maintain that Angola,
like the other African countries, is entitled to self=-
determination. We make a solemn appeal to Portugal
to end the senseless genocide it has been conducting
against the Angolan people. The desire of the Lisbon
Government to perpetuate the colonial system is
equally apparent in its other African colonies, par-
ticularly in so-called Portuguese Guinea, where
nationalists are hunted down and imprisoned if they
do not succeed in escaping to neighbouring African
States. My country, in common with all the African
States, strongly condemns this obsolete colonialism,
whose incalculable consequences Portugal fails to
appreciate. :

57. The question of apartheid in South Africa is, in
our eyes, an open wound in the side of Africa which
must be healed as soon as possible. Flouting uni-
versal morality and the resolutions of the General
Assembly, and disregarding the indignant protests
of the international community, the South African
Government obstinately continues to apply a policy
based on a racialist ideology. Everywhere and at all
times we denounce any discriminatory practice of
any kind whatever, as well as those who resort to
such practices. It is in this spirit that we address a
solemn and final warning to the Republic of South
Africa, for if it continues to apply its shameful policy
it will be personally responsible for any measureswe
may later adopt with regard to it.

58, Before referring to the last problem of decoloni~
“zation, I should like to mention the dispute between
the Arab States and Israel. Again and again, at this
rostrum, the hope has been expressed that the un-
~ fortunate conflict ravaging the Middle East might be

through direct and frank negotiations between the

Arab States and Israel that a real and peaceful solu-
tion can be found. Africa is particularly interested
in the maintenance of peace in this region, for any
local conflict is in danger of becoming a ‘world
conflagration. :

59, The last problem of decolonization, a more
modest one, which is also of concern to the African
States, is that of Western New Guinea. In our view,
tha people of New Guinea have the right, like all the
African peoples, to self-determination. As our Heads
of State declared at Tananarive in September 1961,4/
this right ought to be applied withsut-any considera=
tion of race, locality or history. That j)is why we
endorse the plan announced to the Gene:;g,(i Assembly
[1016th meeting] by the Minister for Foreign Affairs

of the Netherlands, the object of which is to place the -

administration and development of the Territory
under the control of the United Nations, so that the
population may be enabled to prepare for self-
determination. The Netherlands, however, should
voluntarily increase its efforts, for it has left a
great gap to be filled iniNew Guinea. ;

60. In general, our position in the matter of de-
colonization is that all countries under foreign domi-
nation should, through & process of self-determina-
tion, acquire full and complete independence within
the shortest possible space of time.

61. I should like now to broach the problem caused

by the tragic death of Mr. Dag Hammarskjold—that

of his replacement. This is a question which causes
us great distress, for to us Africans, Dag Hammar-

‘skjold was the symbol of the help and protection
that all the small countries expect from the United

Nations. His replacement is of particular importance
to us. There is no doubt, moreover, that the absence

. of the Secretary-General dangerously paralyses the

life and work of the United Nations at a time when it
is faced with problems of exceptional gravity.

62. A campaign has been under way for some time

* to transform the Secretariat into a three-headed

body. We can in no way give our support to this
attempt because it would inevitably place:fhe United
Nations before the dangerous alternative of serving
the interests of those who advocate such a formula or
being paralysed in action by a veto. The Secretary=
General's office would thus, in violation of the prin-
ciples of the Charter, become an prgan divided
against itself and powerless to rise sbove the antago-
nismg of the cold war. i

63. We should therefore like there to be appointed,
at the, earliest possible date, a person capable of
acting in the best interests of our Organization and of
discharging the functions of ActingSecretary-General
with the requisite efficiency. Africa has too much to
gain from the United Nations for it to tolerate any
impairment of its prestige and authority.

64. Lastly, in order to carry out the wishes ex=
pressed by Mr. Dag Hammarskjold before his death,
we should like the Acting Secretary-General thus
chosen to be assisted in his heavy responsibilities by
Deputy Secretaries-General chosen in such a manner
as to give a fair geographical representation of the
world. : '

4/ Conference of the African aﬁd Malagasy Union, 6 to 12 September

1961,
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65. I should like to conclude this statement, which
has already taken up too much of the Assembly's
time, on a note of hope: the hope that friendship
and co=-operation between all peoples will in the end
triumph over mistrust and hatred. Adaptability, re=
spect for the sovereignty of every country, sincere
co-operation, friendship towaids all the world-—these,
as Mr. Hamani Diori, President of the Republic of
Niger, said recently, are the essential conditions for
Africa's development. We have tried and we are try=-
ing with all our strength, among the States of the
African and Malagasy Union, to translate into facts
an international policy which, according to our joint
declaration of 12 September 1961, is directed towards
the service of truth through peaceful debate in order
to build a more humane world.

66. Dato' KAMIL (Federation of Malaya): Meeting in
these troubled and uncertain times of international
crisis and tensions, the General Assembly should
consider itself highly fortunate and privileged to have
for its President a man of outstanding personality and
qualifications. Mr. Slim's responsibilities as Presi=-
dent are excepticnally heavy and the task ahead of
him is no less difficult. I feel confident, however,
that with his sterling qualities of statesmanship and
patience, impartiality and integrity, and devotion to
the cause of peace and humanity, for which he has
earned a much deserved reputation, he will effectively
guide and steer the deliberations of the Assembly to
a fruitful conclusion. Nothing can speak more of the
high esteem and deep confidence in which he is held
by Members of the Organization than the unanimous
vote by which he was elected to the highest office of
the Assembly.

67. Conscious of the historic and crucial test which
the United Nations is now facing and mindful of our
obligations to uphold the Organization and the lofty
principles and purposes for which it stands, the dele-
gation of the Federation of Malaya, while extending to
the President our warmest and sincerest congratula=-
tions, pledges our wholehearted support for the As-
sembly's collective endeavour to weather the crisis
and tension that are now threatening man and his
civilization with total annihilation.

68. I should like to say a few words of appreciation
for Mr. Boland, President of the General Assembly
at its fifteenth session. Mr. Boland had the distinction
of presiding over what one might term the most his-
toric and exacting session of the General Assembly,
when so many Heads of State and Government per=-
sonally took part in its proceedings. We owe much to
him for the skill, courage and leadership with which
he successfully steered the arduous procecdings of
that session. On behalf of my delegation, I should
like to express our sincerest congratulations to Mr.
Boland for his most successful term of office, as
well as our most heartfelt gratitude for the valuable
services which he as President had rendered to the
cause of the United Nations.

69. The statements that have been made in the Ag=
sembly in the last three weeks by leaders and states-
men from all corners of the globe, representing vari-
ous shades of political and ideological convictions,
have all underscored the collective concern of man=
kind at the gravity of the world situation and the
dangers inherent in it.

70. The Berlin crisis is blowing up into dangerous.

proportions with both protagonists slinging threats
and counter-threats. In the field of disarmament, in-

——

stead of reducing their armies, both S1des in the
power struggle are stepping up their military pre-

parations with increasing number and variety of po-

tent weapons of mass destruction. The three-year
moratorium on the testing of nuclear weapons hag
been broken and the world is now threatened not only
with an acceleration of the armaments race but also
with the danger of pollution of its atmosphere by
nuclear fall=out.

71. The major military Powers are assuming alarme-
ingly grave responsibilities for the future of mankind,
for increasingly they are holding the world hostage to
their will, Yet, while recognizing the special position
of these Powers in any efforts towards achieving a
safer world to live in, we recognize at the same time
that the dangers resulting from their failure to reach
agreement will affect all nations alike, be they big or
small, guilty or innocent, aggressor or victim, We
have now come to a point in history .where peace or
war is indivisible. By the same token the responsi=-
bility of maintaining peace and avoiding war has also
beccme indivisible. All nations big and small have
the same stake and therefore the same responsibility,
In short, we are all part of the enormous struggle of
humanity itself to avert its own self-destruction.

72, Admittedly the medium and small Powers have
neither the specialized knowledge nor the capacity to
contribute directly to the lessening of tension, It
nevertheless remains their responsibility individu=-
ally, and more especially collectively, both by moral
persuasion and by wise counsels, to help find ways
and means of replacing mutual distrust and hostile
rivalry with friendly relations and brotherly co-
operation,

73. We have the means to do this, and that is why we
are meeting here in the Assembly. The United Nations
provides the forum for earnest discussion on the
urgent problems besetting the world. The lofty prin-

. ciples enshrined in its Charter provide the guiding

light for international conduct and propriety and, if
faithfully adhered to, should ensure for humanity a
peaceful world in freedom and justice. Whatever
shortcomings and setbacks it may have suffered, the
United Nations remains the only international body
representing the collective will of mankind andthere-
fore its collective wisdom. More than ever before,
we the Members of the Orgamzatmn are shouldering
the heavy burden that has been entrusted to us which
is, as set forth in the preamble of the Charter, to
save succeeding generations from the scourge of war,
to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, to
establish conditions under which justice and respect
for treaties and international law can be maintained,
and to promote social progress and better standards
of life in larger freedom.

74. The Government and people of the Federation of
Malaya steadfastly reaffirm their abiding faith in the
United Nations. We believe that in order to be effec=
tive the United Nations must remain strong, and we
would oppose any attempt, from whatever quarter, at
reducing its efficiency. Like other newly=-independent
and emerging countries, particularly those of Asia
and Africa, the Federation of Malaya regards the
United. Natlons as a protector of its independence. We
would regard any attempt to destory the Organization
or to reduce its effectiveness as indirectiy an attempt
to destroy or to jeopardize our own independence.
Without the United Nations the peoples of the world
will once again find themselves lost in a wilderness
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whére the weak have no defence against the bullying
and exploitation of the strong.

75. My delegation deeply regrets that there has been
s growing tendency on the part of some big Powers to
- render the Organization subservient to their inter-
asts. We fear that if this tendency is not arrested the
United Nations will cease to function as the inatru-
n\lent to implement the collective will of mankind.

- 76, We recognize that there exists some imbalance
in the composition of the major policy-making organs
of the United Nations. We subscribe to the view held
by a great majority of Members that in ordei' to re=
flect the expanded membership of the Organization
and to achieve a greater degree of geographical
representation, the composition of these organs must
be enlarged. This, we believe, is a necessary change,
for it is a change not only toward greater efficiency
put towards a higher degree of justice. The Federa-
tion of Malaya has been 2znd is now ready to support
any effort towards a revision of the Charter or an
amendment to it in order to rectify this imbalance.

77. Unfortunately, hovwrever, owing to the attitude of
some Members, the United Nations has not yet been
able to find itself in that elusive propitious climate
under which discussions on this very important
matter can prove fruitful. '

78. In considering the need for a change in the
Charter it is the submission of my Government that
we should be guided by the principle that a change
is desirable only if it is deemed to improve and
strengthen the Organization. A change that would
have the effect of paralysing the activities of the
Organization not only is undesirable, but also must
be resisted at all costs.

79. In the light of these considerations the Govern=-
ment of the Federation of Malaya is categorically
opposed to any proposal for the introduciion of a
"troika" panel of Secretaries-General to replace the
present office of a single Secretary-General., Tt is
our conviction that only a single. chief executive,
completely impartial and taking no instructiens from
any quarter external to the Organization, can faith-
fully and effectively implement the collective will of
the General Assembly and the Security Council.

80. The United Nations is not an Organization of
three blocs. Rather it is an Organization of 100
Members--and soon, we hope, there will be more—
with equal sovereign status and each with a right to
exercise its vote freely on all issues. .

81, The organs of the United Nations provide a
forum for discussion and exchanges of views, for
proposals and counter-proposals; but, once a deci-
sion has been reached in these organs throughparlia=-
- mentary and democratic procedure, that decision be=-
© comes the collective will of the United Nations and
should not be subject to a renewal of controversy,
nor should its implementation be paralysed because
of the objection of some Power or bloc, as would be
the case if the chief executive organ of the United
Nations were composed of a "roika" panel, each
member having the right of veto. To accept a "troika"
of Secretaries-General is tantamount to accepting the
subordination of the collective will of the Organiza-
tion to the whims and fancies of bloc power politics.

82. We are not blind to the reality of bloc power
politics; nor are we blind, on the other hand, to the
fact that this reality reflects an unhealthy situation in

international relations. Rather than passively capitu=
late to this reality the United Nations should, on the
contrary, strive to harmonize international relations
in order that the present conflict of power blocs may
eventually give way to co-operation among nations.
That is the ideal enshrined in the Charter, and were
we to jeopardize the aspirations of the United Nations
towards achieving this ideal we would be untrue to
the Charter and Zuilly of betraying the hopes of
mankind. o '

83. I am comforted to note from statements that we
have so far heard in the Assembly the manifestation
of a distinct awareness of the dangers inherent in the
introduction and perpetuation of bloc Power'politics
in the Organization. - ‘,

84. The tragic and untimely death of the late Secre=-
tary=General, Mr. Dag Hammargkjold, is a sad loss
to the Organization. His memory still remains fresh
in our minds, and his dedication to the ideals of uni=
versal peace and' justice must remain a source of
inspiration to all of us. '

85. With the United Nations holding so much re-
sponsibility in these critical timuss, it is imperative
that no time be wasted in searching for a man of out=
standing calibre and personality to carry out the
functions of Secretary~General.

86. While urgent efforts must be made for the seiec=

- tion of a chief executive, even on an interim basis, to-

carry out the functions of Secretary-General, we have
to be mindful at the same time of the necessity of
maintaining the integrity, effectiveness and imparti-
ality of that office. Any solution that has the effect of
reducing the capacity of the chief executive to imple=-
ment impartially and effectively the collective will of
the Organization has to be rejected if the Organiza=-
tion is to remain the effective international instru=-
ment for peace and justice envisaged by the authors
of the Charter and hoped for by peoples all over the
world.

87. Items concerning disarmament and other re-
lated questions once again figure prominently on the
agenda of the Assembly. To the list of items which
have figured on the agenda of previous sessions of -
the Assembly has now been added a new item which
appropriately puts in sharp focus the extreme urgency
of concluding a treaty on a nuclear test ban under
effective international control.

88. Despite the lull in disarmament talks since the
break-up of the negotiations in the Ten=-Nation Com=-
mittee on Disarmament a year ago, the world had at
least entertained some hope, however slender, of a
successful outcome of the Geneva negotiations on a
nuclear test ban.?/ But even this hope was shatterad
by the unilateral decision of the Soviet Union, followed
by that of the United States, to resume nuclear test-
ing, thus ending our short-lived honeymoon with the
three=year moratorium. The renewal of nuclear test-
ing is not only a serious set-back in our quest for
disarmament, not only a major cause of further
aggravation in international tension and of further

‘acceleration in the armaments race, but also a grave

threat to the health and lives of the world's popu=
lation.

89. In the interest of all mankind, of this and future
generations, we would zarnestly urge that the nuclear
—_— s ‘

5/ Conference on the Disc/mtinuance of Nuclear Weapon Tests, opened
at Geneva on 31 October 1958, ‘ : - Q
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Powers immediately exert all efforts towards reach=
ing an effective ban on nuclear testing. The record of

the Geneva talks does reveal some areas of agree= -
ment, and, if these negotiations are pursued with -

vigour and gincerity, it should not be beyond the wis=
dom of man to overcome technical and procedural
difficulties. The Federation of Malaya, therefore,
" welcomes the initiative of the United States and the
United Kingdom {see A/4799] in-utilizing the forum of
the Assembly to urge the resumption of negotiations
aimed at achieving a -solution on banning nuclear

testing under effective international control and in-

spection,

90. While recognizing that the problem of banning

nuclear tests ig closely linked with the whole dis-
armament question, we believe, nevertheless, that in
the circumstances of the present-day world a perma-
nent banning of nuclear testing under effective inter -
national control is a first logical step towards the
gradual approach to the ultimate goal of general and
complete disarmament.

91. The Federation of Malaya fully endorses the
view that a treaty on a nuclear test ban need not
await, in fact it should not await, general and com=
plete disarmament. Disarmament is a highly complex
and intricate problem, and experience*has shown how
difficult it is even to reach agreement on general
principles. To make the conclusion of a treaty on a
nuclear test ban conditional upon the successful con=-
clusion of a treaty on general and complete disarma-
ment would be to take unnecessarily grave risks; for,
if nuclear testing is not halted, and halted soon, the
world's population may be subject to untold hazards
of atomic radiation resulting from a continued series
of nuclear blasts. Although it is unquestionably our
ultimate objective., general and complete disarma=-
ment must neﬂessarily take considerable time and
laborious negotiations before it can be attained. To
the millions of the world's population, general and
complete disarmament would become meaningless if,

in the meantime and while it is being negotiated, the

atmosphere of the world continued to be contaminated
with the deadly particles of nuclear fall-out.

92, In the larger field of disarmament, my delega~
tion welcomes with relief the joint statement (A /4879]
of the United States and the Soviet Union, issued on
20 September 1961, on agreed principles to guide
future negotiations on disarmament. We welcome
particularly the appeal of President Kennedy to the
- Soviet Union to proceed henceforth beyond mere
agreements in principle towards agreement on plans
of action [1013th meeting, para. 54]. It is our pro-
found hope that the current series of high~level talks

between the United States and the Soviet Union will

‘result in the relaxation of tension, the restoration of
a larger degree of mutual trust and confidence, and
the early resumption of negotiations on general and
complete disarmament.

93. To our world, ‘which has suffered two global
wars in half a century and which is now facing a con=-
stant threat of another and infinitely more terrible
war, -the attainment of general and complete dis-
armament is of paramount 1mportance—mdeed it is
a matter of life and death. Put it is a highly complex
and intricate problem. The disarmament prcblem is
‘closely tied to the problem of maintaining national
" and international security. Nations have armed them=-
selves-to the teeih in the interest of national secu-
rity, and indeed the peace of the post-war years has

——

been\ maintained by the balance of terror of the
nuclepr deterrent. Thus disarmament, if not effece
tively supervised and controlled, can constitute g
natiohal and international risk. The Federation of
Malaya, .therefore, deems it quite indispensable, if
disarmament is. to be consiatent with the security of
all nations, and if disarmament is really ' s bring
peace to earth, that any programme of disarmament
should be carried out under effective internationajl
control and inspection. With this same consideration

- in mind, it is also our view that a disarmament pro-

gramme must be so planned and phased that at any
point of its execution no nation or group of nations
will gain a military advantage to the detriment of
another nation or group of nations.

94, The Federation of Malaya believes in the ob-
jective of general and complete disarmament, but we
do not believe that it can be achieved in one stroke,
Disarmament has to proceed step by step, stage by
stage, until it is general and complete. We believe
that a start, however modest, must be made and we
would urge the Powers principally concerned to
initiate modest measures of disarmament in areas
where agreement can be established. These will be .
followed by other measures, and in that process
mutual suspicion and distrust is bound to give way to
a greater degree of mutual confidence and faith, so

- that the more difficult measures of disarmament

can be planned and carried out in more favourable
conditions. :

95. The acute international tension of our day, of
which the armaments race is both a cause as well as
a mamfestatlon, finds expression aiso in the Berlin
crisis. Although the question does not appear on the
agenda of the Assembly, there is no escaping the
conclusion that it is a grave threat to the peace not
only of Europe but of the whole world. The Federa=
tion of Malaya, like all other peace-loving countries,
is gravely concerned at the turn of events in Berlin,
The problem musgt be settled by peaceful negotiations,
The Powers principally involved have a grave re-
sponsibility. Any m1shand11ng of tie situation may
bring the tension to flash point. Any unilateral act on

. the part of one side in violation of obligations arising

from treaties and agreements freely concluded will
unavoidably produce  reactions with har=iul cuises
quences to world peace. We believe #iat the German™.
people .are as closely involved in“the whole question
as the other Powers and, therefore, any solution
should have due regard not only to the sanctity of
treaties and agreements, but also to the freely ex-
pressed wishes of the German people themselves, We -
welcome the assurances of President Kennedy thf‘}t
the United States Government will spare no effort jn
exploring all possﬂoihties of negotiations in regard to
this question.

96. Another problem over which the Federation of '
Malaya is gravely concerned is the crisis still ob- ..
taining in the Republic of the Congo (Leopoldville).
No doubt the situation has shown some considerable
improvement. In this éverlasting tribute is due to the
‘efforts of the late Secretary-General and his collabo-
rators, as well as to those Memwber States which have
readily come to the support ‘of the United Nations '
operations. The reconvening of Parliament and the
reconciliation of national leaders have helped to re-
store normality in most parts of the Republic and
have made possible the establishment of a Central .

Government of nati” al unity. s i
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“g7, In the Katanga province, however, the problem
remains largely unsolved. The Government of the
Federation of Malaya deep regrets the recent fight-
ing in the province and strongly deplores the action

 of foreign mercenaries in the province in instigating
the Katanga "gendarmerie" to vresist the United

Nations efforts at implementing the Security Council

' resolutmn of 21 February 1961.%/ There is no doubt
in anyone's mind that the foreign mercenaries still
constitute a major source of trouble in the Congo;
and it has become all the more urgentthat their with-
drawal, as required by the Security Council resolu~-
tion, should be effected without delay.

98. My Government would appeal to all Member
States either to give their continued support in ma=-
terial and men to the United Nations operctions, or
to abide faithfully by the Security Council resolution
not to interfere, in whatever manner, in the affairs
of the Republic. Only through such loyal and uuselfish
support can the Congo's territorial integrity be rc~
stored and the crisis in Katanga prevented from be~
coming another powder=keg.

99, It is an ironic twist of fate that the late Secre-
tary-General, who in the last year gave so much of
his time and energy to the Congo, had to pay the
iltimate price for that cause. We all mourn his sad
and tragic loss. But his death is still surrounded by
mysteries. In order that the whole story may be told,
my delegation will lend its support to any proposal
for the institution of a thorough investigation into the
circumstances attending the death of the late Mr, Dag
Hammarskjold and of those who perished W1th him.

100. A depressing problem which requires our most
serious attention is the defiant attitude of some
Member States towards the resolutions of the Assem~
bly, and their flagrant violation of the Charter of the
United Nztions and of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. The intransigence of the Government
of South Africa in maintaining its apartheid policy is
a classic example. Not only has the South African
Government shown complete disregard of every
resolution that this Assemhly has adopted on this
question and utter contempt for "public opinion ail
" over the world, it has also intensified its apartheid
practice, and has even tried, in a demonstration of
sheer hypocrisy, to establish its justification, The

Government and people of the Federation of Malaya

cannot but express their ahharrence of this arrogant
“digplay of the flag~ant flouting of il basic principles
of ths Charter and of the Declaration of Human
Rights, espemally when this is done by\the Govern-
ment of a country which, as 2 Member ot the United
Natmns, professes to subscribe to the Charter.

. 101. South Africa cannot for ever turn its buck on
the mounting tide of resentment against the Jdn=
humanity and cruelty of its apartheid policy and
practice. Even as a human problem, s~ a problem
involving large-scale violation of human ‘rights and
‘fundamental freedoms, apartheid cannot be shut off
from public discussion in the General Assembly by
closing the door of Article 2, paragraph 7 of the
Charter. The Ajsembly has in many vesolutions
established its competence to deal with the problem.
The Federation delegation has this year, and will do
80 again in future years, if necessary, associated

itgelf with a great nunrber of other delegations in

—_— ‘
. %/ Officlal Records of the Security Council, Sixteenth Year, Supple-

-ment for January, January, February and March 196i, document S/4741.

requesting the inclusion of the apartheid question on
the Assembly's agenda [see A/4804 and Add,1-5].

102. Regarding the recommendation of the fifteenth -
session of the General Assembly, the Federation
Government has passed legislation, in fact, it did so
even prior to the adoption of the Assembly's resolu-

" tion [1598 (XV)] prohib1ting the importation of goods

of South African origin into the Federation of Malaya.
The Federation Government will maintain this policy
and will give its support to any other measures con-
sistent with the United Nations Charter aimed at
bringing about a realization and a change of heart on
the part of the South African Government.

103. Further up north on the continent of Africa, the :

Portuguese Government is putting up a desperate and

stubborn resistance against the rising tide of Angolan
nationalism. As in the case of South Africa, the
Portuguese Government, hiding behind the shield:of
domestic jurisdiction, has disregarded the resolution
[1603 (XV)] adopted at the fifteenth session of the
General Assembly and the subsequent resolution of
the Security Council..Z/

104, It is unrealistic and an act of folly on the part
of the Portuguese Government to cling to the out-
moded contention that Angola is an integral part of
Portugal and to deny the Angolans their right to self-
determination. Angola is a ccicuy of Portugal, no
matter what the Portuguese Gove;,nment may claim
to the contrary. The sooner the Portuguese Govern-
ment recognizes this fact of life and discharges its
obligations to prepare the Angolan people for com-
plete independence, the better it will be for future
relations between Angola and Portugal, and the better
it will serve the cause of the maintenance of peace
and tranquillity in the African continent.

105. Algeria is another spot in Africa where co-
lonialism is putting up a desperate and losing battle.
After seven bitter years the senseless war in Algeria
is still going on. The people of the Federation of
Malaya, themselvﬁs a colonial people not too long
ago, have full syn}pathy 4with the aspirations of the
Algerians to attain independence. We recognize the
difficulties attending the Algerian problem and the
numerous impediments to be removed before a just
and equitable solution is found. But at least the prin-
cipal basis of a solution—namely the right of the
Algerian people* to self-determination—has been
recognized both by the United Nations and by Presi~
dent de Gaulle. The recent assurances by President
de Gaulle of his recognition of Algerian sovereignty
over the Sahara leads us further to believe that re-
newed negotiations ketween France and the Algerian
nationalists should finally pave the way for a solution
based on the right of the Algerian people to self-
determination and on the national and territorial in— .
tegrity of Algeria. -

106. Every human being is entitled to the free en~-
joymaut of his basic rights and fundamental free-
doms—be-he white, black or yellow. In dealing with
the violatlons\of human rights that occur in various
parts of the WOr: 4. the United Nations is thus undér

. an obligation to exa}:ine these problems in their

entirety. It wou]d be an “Avi-af _grave injustice, con-
trary to t prmciple of the universal application of
the D= claratlon of Hu\man Rights, were the-Organiza=

_”"\

tion for some reaso/i/l or other to direct its attennu.-\

_ k7 Ibid,, Supplement for April, May and June 1961, document S/’4835.'
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only to those instancis in which the oppressed are
the Coloured, and the oppressors the White, We who
believe in the United Nations Charter as the basic
law of human decency and justice and as the founda=-
tion for the evolution of a peaceful world order based
on the rule of law should deem it our fundamental
obligation under the Charter to speak out against
violation of the basic rights of peoples wherever and
by whomsoever that violation is perpetrated.

107. So, to the Government and people of the Federa=-
tion of Maluya, the repressive measures directed by
the Chinese Communist authorities against the Ti=
betan people are no less a crime agains:i the basic
rights of peoples than is apartheid in South Africa or
any other instance of large-scale violation of human
rights.

108. In the case of the Tibetan people, withno means

of effective defence against its powerful oppressors,

only the United Nations and the moral force of world
public opinion can save it from the forcible dspriva=-
tion of its basic rights and liberties. The Organiza-
tion would stand judged as having failed in its duty
and responsibility were it to turn its back on the
plight of the Tibetan people. Our endeavour to save
succeeding generations from the evils of imperialism
will be meaningless if we fail to make it doubly cer-
tain today that no new system of imperialism rears
- its ugly head to take the place of the old and dying
one.

109. In reflecting upon the problem of decoloniza-
tion, my delegation finds ccasiderable satisfaction in
noting that in many cases the process of decoloniza-
.4ion has been carried out in a smooth manner. The
General Assembly only a few days ago [1018th
meeting] unanimously approved the membership of
Sierra Leone. Soon Sierra Leone will be followed by
Tanganyika, and no doubt by many others. It is to the
everlasting credit of the United Kingdom's enlightened
policy of preparing its dependent peoples for in-
dependence that Sierra Leone-as in the case of many
other territories under United Kingdom administra-
tion before that, including my own country-—has en-
joyed a peaceful transition from colonial status to
sovereign independence. We profoundly hope that the
birth of other new nations also will take place in
similar harmonious and peaceful circumstances.

110, It is precisely in keeping with this ideal,’ as -

much as with our avowed opposition to colonialism
generally in all its forms and manifestations, that my
delegation became one of the original sponsors of
last session's resolution [1514 (XV)] on the granting
of independence to colonial peoples and countries.
That -resolution contains some of the loftiest ideals
enshrined in the Charter, but more - *aan that, in the
practical sense, one of its principal objectives is to
urge the Administering Authorities to take immediate
steps to prepare subject peoples for sovereign status
and to facilitate a peaceful transition towards the
cherished goal of independence.

111. The Government of .thc Federation of Malaya
attaches the greatest importance to the principles
and objectives of the resolution. And we believe too
that in its proper implementation, quite apart from
the major role that Administering Authorities must
naturally play in hastening the attainment of its ob-
jectives, there ig sufficient scope in special circum=-
stances for a contribution by others not directly
connected with the administration of dependent terri~
tories. ’

112, It is in the light of this consideration, apayt
from geographical, ethnic and cultural ties, that oyp
Prime Minister recently proposed the formulation of
the Federation of Malaya, For many decades the
eleven States now comprising the Federation of Ma-
laysia, and our sister territcry Singapore, an islang
located at the southernmost tip of the Malay Pen-
insula, and Sarawak, Brunei and North Borneo, al]
located on the island of Borneo, have been under
British colonial administration., Through negotiation
and the liberal understanding of the United Kingdom
Government, as well as through the statesmanship of
our leaders and the enthusiastic nationalism of oup
people, the eleven States of the Federation of Malaya
have succeeded in achieving independence ahead of
the other States.

113. We now feel that it is as much our responsi-
bility as it is the United Kingdom's to help in bring-
ing about a speedier end of colonial rule in thess
territories. In this connexion, the proposal for the
Federation of Malaysia can, we believe, provide the
framework within which this peaceful transition can
be achieved., What is envisaged in this proposal is
that the territories of Singapore, Sarawak, Brunei
and North Borneo, as well as the eleven States now
forming the Federation of Malaya, will each and
every one come iogether as equal constituent part-
ners in the Federation of Malaysia. They will owe a
common allegiance to the one motherland and jointly
work out its future deaztiny.

114, This leads me to the subject of my concluding
remarks, the question of international co-operation
and interdependence in the economic, social, educa=-
tional and cultural fields.

115. One of the primary purposes of the United
Nations is to achieve international co-operation in
solving international problems ¢f an economic, so«
cial, cultural or humanitarian character, thus pro-
moting social progress and better standards of life
in larger freedom. Ever since the attainment of in-
dependence, the Federation of Malaya has worked:
unceasingly to promote the application of this basic
principle, which, I need hardly reiterate, is one of
the corner=-stones of our foreign policy.

116. Thus the Federation of Malaya has extensively
participated in fruitful co-operation in the Common-
wealth of Nations and in the Colombo Plan. In the
United Nations itself my delegation has given its

~ whole~hearted support to all measures aimed at

facilitating and hastening the development of under~
developed couniries—-of which, of course, my coun-
try is one=—through international co-operation under
the aegis of this Organization and its specialized
agencies. ‘
\

117. A° country heavily dependent for its economic _
development and the social well=being of its peoples
upon the expo~t earnings of its primary commodities,
the Federation of Malaya has joined in all inter-
national efforts to achieve a higher degree of com-
modity price stabilization. We note with satisfaction
that the United Nations is undertaking extensive !
studies of thig problem through the work of the Eco=
nomic and Social Council add its fundamental com-
missions, Our keen participation in the work of the
Commission on International Commodity Trade is 2
concrete evidence of our strong support for the
efforts of the Organization in this sphere, '
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118, The genuine concern of the Federation of Ma=-
laya for international commodity price stabilization
i{g further reflected by our participation in the Inter=
national Tin Agreement of.1953, and the leading role
. we played in the consideration and drafting of the
gecond International Tin Agreement./ We have also
done our utmost to contribute to the work of the
International Rubber Study Group in its estensive
studies of the causes of rubber price fluctuations.

119, Our special emphasis on rubber and tin is
readily understood when it is realized that the
Federation of Malaya is today the world's largest
producer of these two commodities, and about 80 per
cent of our export earnings, which are so vital to the
development of our young nation, comes from the
export of rubber and tin. But it is not only in the
narrow sphere of rubber and tin that we seek price
stabilization, We believe that efforts and studies to=
wards price stabilization should cover all primary
commodities. For this, in our opinion, is one of the
most important spheres of international co-operation
in helping developing countries to maintain a stable
economy and to hasten their economic and social
‘development.

120, In our efforts towards this goal of economic
stabilization, we would place strong émphasis on the
co=operation of the industrially developed countries.
Thus the Federation of Malaya reiterates its wel-
come to recent assurances made by the United States

Government that it is willing to examine any reason=

able proposal in respect of commodity trade. We
hope that these assurances are the forerunner of a
more positive approach on the part of the United
States Government towards international commodity
arrangements.

121. I would like, finally, to say a word on our re-
cent decision to translate into a workable and practi-
cal programme the principle of internationai co-
operation in the economiec, social, educational, cul=-
tural and scientific spheres. Having learat from our
experience in the Colombo Plan and the Common=-
wealth of Nations of the mutual benefits accruing
from international co-operation and convinced of the
practicability of undertaking such co~operation on a
regional level and of the immense potentialities
arising therefrom, the Federation of Malaya, to=-
'gether with Thailand and the Philippines, has recently
launched the Association of Southeast Asia. We hope
through this Association to pool our joint and volun~
tary efforts for the increase of productivity in our

respective countries and to help raise the standards.

of living of our people. Concerning itself only with
matters of mutual interest, particularly in the eco=
nomie, cultural and educational spheres, the Associa-
fion is not to be a forerunner of a confederation of
any kind, nor is it tied, or intended to be tied, to
SEATO or any other military and defence arrange-
ment, as has beea alleged in certain quarters.

122, Thus isolated and divcrced from any ideolcgi=-
cal or political considerations, the Association repre~
sents a new adventure in mutual co~operation in eco-
nomic and social advancement among neighbouring
countries; it represents a desire on the part of all
- the partners to promote a better understanding and

appreciation of each other in a region where for so

long, owing ‘to the force of history, neighbourliness
= has only a geographical meaning.

"-.'-—-‘.__ v

. 8/ Signed on 24 June 1960,

123, Above all, the Association represents our sin-
cere belief and hope that despite differences in cul=-
ture, language and religion and despite other bar=
riers, the nations of the world, particularly if they
are neighbours in a common region, can and should
live side by side, not in passive coexistence or waste-
ful competition, but in positive co-operation. Our
venture may be a small beginning but it is our pro=-
found hope that in time, and with dedicated efforts on
our part, it will bring gratifying rewards to our re-
spective countries, promote stability in our region,
and establish true and lasting friendships among our
peoples. This should be a significant contribution to
the stability and peace of the world in general. In
choosing this happy note on which to conclude my
statement, I only wish {o express our optimism that
in a world torn asunder by mistrust, suspicion and
fear, it should still be possible for nations to initiate
a movement, however modest in its beginning, to=
wards co-operation and solidarity.

124, Mr. ROA (Cubaj (translated from Spanish): This
is the first time since the foundation of the United
Nations that Africa's right to share the highest re-
sponsibilities within the Organization has been recog=-
nized. The delegation of Cuba is very happy that a
representative from that continent, which has been
humiliated, exploited and oppressed for centuries,
has been elected to preside over the General Assem=-
bly at its sixteenth session. We must emphasize that
this did not happen by chance. It was a clear and
forceful expression of will which reflects the changes
which have taken place both in the structure of inter=
national relations and in the composition of the United
Nations.

125, I should like to congratulate Mr. Slim on behalf

_of the Government and people of Cuba and to ask him
to assure the Government and people of Tunisia of

our solidarity with them in their firm and heroic
reply to imperialist aggression

126, Considered purely from the point of view of its
geographical dimensions, Cuba is one of the smallest -
nations in the world community. This circumstance,
however, does not dismay or disturb Cuba in the
exercise of its rights and duties as.a country which
bases its concept of international relations on re-
spect for the right of peoples to self-determination,
the full enjoyment of sovereignty, the principle of
non=intervention, the sovereign equality of States and
their peaceful coexistence whatever their political
and social systems. '

Mr, Schurmann (Netherlands), Vice=-President, took )
the Chalir,

127. Cuba raises its voice in the United Nations
without faltering, quibk’ g or grovelling. It believes
in what it says and says what it thinks, The revolu-
tion, which has radically transformed its spirit, its
structure and its appearance, has divorced it from
lies and wedded it to the truth. Although it has no
power to decide on the solution of conflicts which are
beyond its scope, it feels itself fully competent to
give its views and to take a stand or{the dramatic
problems which affect the dignity, survival and pro=-
gress of peoples. It is not in vain that Cuba has
ceased to be a mere onlooker and has assumed an

" active role. The minute Caribbean island is at-pres-

ent the scene of an epic feat: the building of a social-
ist society within ninety miles of an empire which is
stubbornly resolved to stem the inexorable flow of
history.
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128. It is ninety-three years today since the Cuban
people began their tremendous struggle for self-
determination, independence and sovereignty. It so
happens that Cuba's statement in the general debate
coincides with this anniversary in its history, the
beginning of the heroic deeds, the frustrations,
misery, servitude, shame and rebellions which cul-
minated in the radiant dawn of 1 January 1959,

129. The complete destructmn of the edifice of
power which supported the Batista tyranny brought
about the necessary conditions for the further de-
velopment of the revolutionary process, which, in
successive stages and with lightning speed, gave the
Cuban people national and social emancipation and in
the Declaration of Havana proclaimed as a condition
and guarantee of the cult of human dignity, the aboli-
tion of the exploitation of man by man. Liberating
itself from the political, economic, diplomatic and
military domination of United States imperialism,
which had replaced the Spanish colonial system by
deceit, bribery and force, and laying the foundations
of a free, just, enlightened and prosperous society,
the Cuban people, under the guidance of Fidel Castro,
achieved the age~old aspirations of the nation, as new
prospects which had existed in the visions and hopes
of Jos& Martf opened out before it.

130. Ninety-three years after the beginning of this
process, the single star on our flag shines forth as a
symbol of the fusion of reality and hope.

131. The long list of problems facing the General
Assembly is an unmistakable sign of the increasing
seriousness and complexity of the international situa=-
tion. The United Nations was originally established
to save succeeding generations from the scourge of

‘war. It is sad to note that, despite the ardent longing

of the peoples of the werld for peace and security, it
has not even been possible to do away with all traces
of the terrible hecatomb which led to its establish~-
ment., Mankind has been driven once more to the
brink of war by the ambition, blindness and selfish-
ness of the imperialist and colonial Powers—but a
war which would differ radically from former wars:
the death-dealing power of thermonuclear weapons is
of such a nature and extent that it could turn the
planet into a ball of lifeless ashes revolving through
space. In this state of affairs we are logically faced
with a choice between war and peace. It is no secret
that the way out of this situation is general and com-
plete disarmamer.. The complete abolition of the
means of destruction is the only way to prevent war
and consequent x the direct and indirect dangers in=
volved in thermovuclear tests. The Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics has been compelled to resume
such tests in order to preserve its national security,
the security of the socialist camp and the security of
all peace=-loving peoples and States, which is gravely

- threatened by the unbridled preparations of the NATO

Powers for war,

132, Thus the problem of disarmament is the most
important and urgent item on the agenda of this
session.

133. The history of the frustration of the negotia-
tions on general and complete disarmament is fa-
miliar to all, and international public opinion has
already condemned the great Powers which are re-
sponsible for it. The action [resolution 1378 (XIV)]
taken by the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics at

‘the fourteenth session gained the firm support of the
immense ma]ority of States Members of the United
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Nations. The delegations of India, Indonesia apq
Ghana submitted a draft resolution.2/ on the basic
principles of general and complete disarmament, Byt
the inflexible opposition of the United States delega~
tion and its allies at the fifteenth session preventeq
the adoption of any decision on the question of gen~
eral and complete disarmament. The present stats
of the bilateral negotiations which opened this year
between the Government of the Soviet Union ang
the United States allows us a ray of hope. The two
Governments issued a joint statement of the prin-
ciples which should govern general and complete dis-
armament. The delegation of Cuba regards their
common conviction of the urgent need to reach ap
agreement on the matter as a step towards the attain~
ment of peace. Yet there is still profound disagree-
ment about the nature and extent of international
control. The United States Government thinks that
control should be restricted to the field of arma-
ments, while the Government of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics proposes that it should be ex~
tended to cover the very process of general and com-
plete disarmament.

134. The delegation of Cuba is in favour of inter-
national control over general and complete disarma-
ment. Mere control over armaments is not only in-
effective: it is a source of war rather than of peace,
To be frank, it is an excuse for aggression.

135, Interrational peace and security depend, infact,
on whether or not a treaty on general and complete
disarmament is concluded. Since this is a question
which affects the vital interests of all peoples, the
delegation of Cuba considers that all States, whether
or not they are Members of the United Nations, should
take part in the coming talks and negotiations on gen-
eral and complete disarmament. In accordance with
the fundamental principles and purposes of its inter=
national policy and in compliance with an agreement
reached by the Conference of the Heads of States or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries which met re-
cently at Belgrade, the delegation of Cuba asks that
the representatives of those States should be included
in the body responsible for drawing up the treaty on
general and complete disarmament. The final aboli-
tion of war and the investment of the fabulous sums
now spent on the manufacture of means of destruction
in the economic development of the under-developed
countries would make the achievements of science,
technology and culture available to many peoples and
would contribute to the expansion of material welfare

~and sp1r1tual progress. The possibility of perpetual

peace in a world of peaceful compet1t1on between sys-
tems, values and methods, is no longer a Utopian
dream.

136. The Cuban delegation thinks that steps should
be taken immediately to reduce international tension,
to strengthen mutual confidence among States and to
reduce the danger of war. Such steps could include
the strengthening of peaceful coexistence, the freez-
ing of military budgets, the unconditional renunciation
of the use of thermonuclear weapons, the establish=
ment of zones where the production, stockpiling and
use of such weapons would be forbidden, the prohibi~
tion of surprise attacks until such time as a non=
aggression pact is concluded between the military
blocs, the restoration to the People's Republic of
China of its rights in the United Nations, the conclu~
sion of a peace treaty with the two German States,

.
1

9/ A/C.1/L.259 and Add.1 and 2.
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the settlement of the disputes between States by
peaceful means, the disappearance of colonialism in
every shape and form and the abolition of foreign
military bases in countries whose Governments and
" peoples are opposed to their establishment or con=-
{inued presence.

137, This last point applies to Cuba. The only mili=
tary base in our country isneither Soviet nor Chinese:
it belongs to the United States and was imposed when
the Platt Amendment was enacted. This base, which
has no strategic value for the military defence of the
United States, has been repudiated by the Revolution=
ary Government and the Government of Cuba, not
only because it infringes the territorial integrity and
sovereignty of our country but because it has become
a bastion of United States imperialism against the
popular movements of liberation in the Caribbean
area and is now a_ centre of subversion, conspiracy,
provocation and aggression and a serious danger to
the independence of Cuba and to international peace
and security. The Belgrade Conference explicitly
recognized, in a separate clause, the inalienable
right of the Cuban people to recover that portion of
their " national territory. My delegation solemnly
reiterates before the United Nations General Assem=-

bly the intention of the Revolutionary Government of

Cuba to raise that claim at such time as it deems
. opportune and in the international forum which it con-
siders appropriate. With equal solemnity it repeats
_that there has not been, nor is there now, any inten=-
tion of resorting to force in order to recover the
exercise of Cuba's sovereignty over that portion of
its national territory which has beenusurped. Finally,
it should be realized that the strategy of provoked
aggression at the military base at Guantanamo con=
tinues t.: be one of the favourite plans of the Pentagon
and the Central Intelligence Agency. The countries
which have foreign military bases on their territory
should look at themselves in the mirror of Bizerta.

- 138. It must be agreed, however, that any conversa=-
tions and even any agreements on general and com=-
plete disarmament would be futile if the People's
Republic of China did not participate.directly in such
conversations and in the work of the body entrusted
with the task of drawing up the relevant treaty. It is
not possible to discuss peace, the abolition of co=
~ lonialism and the granting of aid to under-developed
countries unless the presence and co-operation of all
peoples without exception is assured; this is particu-
larly true of the question of peace and of the partici-
pation and vote of the People's Republic of China.
Now is an excellent time to restore to the only legiti-
mate Government of the Chinese people, without
further delays or subterfuges, the rights inherent in
seli=-determination, independence and sovereignty.
The "heory" of the two Chinas, defended and upheld
by the United States, is inadmissible because it is
absurd and has been repudiated as false. My dele~
gation proposes that as soon as the general debate
is concluded. the Agsembly should restore to' the
People's Republic of China its pldce in this forum
and in the Security ‘Council. In so doing it would he
not only rectifying an injustice compdunded by in=
action but also making real progress towards general
and complete disarmament, peaceful coexistence and
the universality of the United Nations, from which the
Mongolian People's Republic has been and still is in=
explicably barred.

139. The adoption of the ineasures which have been
.Hrjefly enumerated would do much, in the opinion of

my 'deiegation, to prepare the ground and clear the
air for drafting of the treaty on general and complete
disarmament.

140. Of all these measures, the most urgent is un-
questionably that relating to the liquidation of the
consequences of the Second World War. The tensions
existing in parts of Africa, Asia and Latin America
constitute a very grave threat to international peace
and security. None of them, however, is as explosive
as the situation which has developed in Berlin as a
result of the systematic refusal of the United States, -
the United Kingdom and France to sign a peace treaty
with Germany. The urgent need to find a peaceful
solution to the situation created by this refusal, the
irredentist policy of the Government of the Federal
Republic of Germany and the threats of the NATO
Powers to maintain the status quo and even to annex
the territory of the German Democratic Republic at
the cost of a thermonuclear war—these leave little
room for speculation. It is the course of events and
their implications which dictate the solution in this
case. The application of the principle of the self-
determination of the German people and the reunifi=
cation of Germany, which are invoked by some dele-
gations as prereguisites for the signing of a peace
treaty, are, objectively speaking, impracticable at
the pres._at .stage in the development of the situation.

141, The existence of the German Democratic Re-
public is as irreversible as the existence oi the
Federal Republic of Germany. It is only too well
known which State was born first and what aims the
three Western occupying Powers were pursuing when
they made that forceps delivery. The fact is, how=
ever, that it exists as a State and that fact cannot
be ignored. Neither the forcible absorption of the
German Democratic Republic nor the forcible ab=
sorption of the Federal Republic of Gernlany would
constitute an effective or lasting solution. .

142. Proceeding on the basis of that premise, i.e.,
the objective existence of the German Statez as an

“irreversible fact, it may be seen that the only real

way to overcome this situation is to sign a peace
treaty with both the German States, to guarantee the
inviolability of the borders laid down at Potsdam and
to admit those States to the United Nations. The
peace treaty would, of course, entail the conversion
of. West Berlin into a free demilitarized city and
would expressly recognize and provide for the inter-
national defence cof the right of its people to live
under the social syctem of their choice and to main-
tain unrestricted relations with the outside world,
while the obligations ‘deriving from the German
Democratic Republic's sovereignty over the means
of access passing through its own territory would be
complied with. Any other matters which might affect
relations between the two States would fall within the
exclusive competence of those {wo States themselves
following the signing of the peace treaty. ‘

143. This is not a matter which can be deferred. It
is as urgent as it is important, The way it is decided
will determine the future of mankind. Berlin is at the
very heart of the "peace or war" dilemma. Those
whose response to the rational proposal for the sign=
ing of a peace treaty with Germany is to unleash a
thermonuclear conflagration, betray a degree of
irresponsibility which borders on insanity and im=-
becility. My delegation, conscious that a catastrophe
threatens, urges the parties concerned to take a
peaceful settlement of this alarming situation.
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144. This is, in essence, my delegation's .position
concerning a problem which reality, being stronger
than rules and regulations, has inscribed on the
Assembly's agenda with a prominence that cannot be
challenged. although it has not been formally recom=-
mended by the General Committee.

145, One of the chronic disturbers of international
peace and securily and one of the main causes of the
oppression, backwardness and poverty which exist in
vast areas of the globe has been and is the colonialist
system, formerly in its classic form and now as neo=
colonialism, which is the form that imperialismtakes
in the politically emancipated countries where eco=-
nomic conditions are precsirious and there is little
awareness of the subtle tactics used by the wolf in
sheep's clothing. Although in the dialectical develop=
ment of the process of history colonialism, neo=
colonialism and imperialism have been condemned
to death, the sentence still remains to be carried out.
The historic Declaration on the granting of independ=-
ence to all colonial countries and peoples [resolution
1514 (XV)], adopted by the General Assembly on
14 December 1960, was a harsh blow to colonialism,
neo-colonialism and imperialism. On the eve of the
anniversary of that Declaration, not only has the
course of events dampened the hopes placed in its
application but the situation in Algeria, Angola,
Uganda, Kenya, Rhodesia, Nyasaland and West Irian
is even grimmer than it was a year ago. Only one
Territory has obtained independence since then:
Sierra Leone. My delegation extends to it the warmest
greetings. :

146, The heroic people of Algeria are continuing to
shed their blood as the Government of France fails
to 1nve from promises to deeds. France will never
be #ble to conquer the Algerian people by military
might. Theé Algerians have already won the full right
to self-determination, independence, territorial unity
and sovereignty, and they will win the exercise of
that right either by force of arms or by agreements
which will allow of no compromise. It is simply a
question of time.

: 4

147. The imperialist machinations designed to bring
about the secession of the Province of Katanga from
the Republic of the Congo are being carried on behind
the scenes. The plot which is being hatched must be
watched carefully. The Central Government of the
Congo, reconstituted and propped up by Parliament,
is not yet strong enough to resist another neo-
colonialist assault such as that which preceded the
foul murder of Patrice Lumumba.

148. The Congo belongs exclusively to the Congolese
and it is for them alone to solve their problems. The
action of the United Nations has been too negative to
justify placing any faith in it. To the great havoc
wrought and the many crimes committed under its
aegis must be added the strange death of Dag Ham=-

marskjold, the Secretary=General, and those ac=_

companying him, * :

149. The atrocities perpetrated by the Portuguese
authorities in Angola and Mozambique with the con=
cealed support of the NATO Powers, especially in the
former of those two Territories, where morehorrors
are being recorded with every passing day, must be
stopped and punished.

150, The inhabitants of Bechuanaland, Rhodesia,

Nyasaland and Kenya are the victims of oppression,
poverty and backwardness under United Kingdom rule.

———

The same thing is happening in Ruanda~Urundi undep
the Belgian yoke. Over West Irian, a Territory which
belongs to Indonesia, dark clouds are gathering, In
the Republic of South Africa and in the Territory of
South West Africa, which is under the despotic rule

~of the Republic, racial discrimination has been made

the essential tool of the ruling Power, which has set
itself the goal of exterminating the African popula-
tion. Such monstrous evil has not been seen since the
days of Hitler.

1561. My delegation calls for immediate decisions on
these matters, expresses its abhorrence of that gys-
tem of political cannibalism and views in the same
light all existing forms of racial discrimination,
wherever they may be found; in this connexion I may
mention the vexations and abusive treatment by the
United States authorities of African diplomats repre-
senting their countries in the United Nations. .

152, I take this opportunity to denounce the re=
strictive measures, constituting a violation of diplo=
matic immunity, which the Government of the United
States applies to the Permanent Representative and
members of the Mission of Cuba., .

153. It is obvious that the imperialists, colonialists
and neo=colonialists are acting in concert, in Laos as
in Angola, in a desperate effort to preventthe crumb-
ling and collapse of the turgid system which has en~
riched them at the expense of the labour, poverty,
ignorance and blood of millions of human beings.

154, The Cuban delegation considers it essential
that the General Assembly should without delay pro=-
vide the necessary means for bringing about, within a
specified time, the abolition of colonialism wherever
it may exist and in whatever form it may appear. It
must point out, however, that the colonial system is
not confined to Africa, Asia and Oceania and that the
European Powers are not the only colonial Powers.
There are still territories in America under United
Kingdom, French and Netherlands domination; there
is also a people, akin to us in history, language and
aspirations, which has every right and qualification
to govern itself as an independent, free and sovereign
nation but which nevertheless forms a part of the
colonial system of the United States. I referto Puerto
Rico, that unrecovered island which José Martf hoped
to liberate together with Cuba but which has not yet
been able to come into our America. Until that hap=
pens, the Declaration on the independence of colonial
countries and peoples will remain in force, even
though the last vestiges of coionialism may have dis=-
appeared from the rest of the world.

1556. The Cuban delegation proposed that PuertoRico
should be included in the resolution to be adopted for
the implementation of the mandate laid down in the
Declaration approved by the General Assembly. The
right to self-determination is as indivisible as peace.

156, The Cuban delegation considers it essential
that the obsolescent machinery of the United Nations

-should be reformed to bring it into harmony with the

development of the international situation and the in=
crease in the number of its Members. It will not be
enough to ensure that Africa and Asia are equitably
represented in the Security Council and in the Eco=
nomic and Sccial Council; it is also necessary to in=
crease their participation in all the specialized agen=
cies and above all, to make the necessary changes in

the Secretariat to adapt it to the exigencieg, realities

and currents of contemporary international life SO“

-y
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that it may function impartially, dynamically and
effectively. Colonialism must also be banished from
" the principal organs of the United Nations. This re=
form should be completed with the abolition of the
" Trusteeship System.

157. With regard to the immediate problem facing
the Secretariat as a consequence of the tragic death
of its Secretary=General, the Cuban delegation ac=-
cepts in principle the formula rezommended by the
Security Council: namely, the appointment of an Act-
ing Secretary-General to be assisted by various
Under=Secretaries who will work in close agreement
and co=operation with him. The United States claim
that the Acting Secretary-General should be elected
by the General Assembly is completely arbitrary and
its objective is obviously to impose someone on the
Organization by means of its mechanical majority.

158, There have been various references to Cuba
in the course of the general debate. This is only
natural since Cuba is today one of the most serious
centres of international tension. Well, is its Govern=
ment or its people to blame for that or is it the sole
fault of- United States imperialism, which, in its idle
attempt to restore the crumbling colonial system and
to impose a puppet government on the Cuban people
has not hesitated to endanger mternational peace and
security ?

159. The repeated and well=grounded accusations
and claims which Cuba has made in the Security
Council and in the General Assembly have been pro=
voked by the wilful acts of aggression and interven-
tion by the United States Government in its internal
affairs. I am not inventing any tendentious stories; I
.am presenting incontrovertible facts. The President
of the United States himself has publicly accepted
full responsibility for the organization, financing,
direction and failure of the invasion by mercenaries
at Playa Girdon which was crushed by the Cuban
people and their armed forces.

160, Despite the tnivergal revulsion which this act
of piracy aroused in world public opinion, the United
States Government is preparing new plans of aggres=
sion and -acts of interference, in complete contempt
of the Charter of the United Nations and the Charter
of the Grganization of American States and of inter-
national peace and security. It was to expose these
new plans of aggression and acts of interference, with

‘the aid of incontrovertible facts and dates, ti'at the’

Cubsn complaint was submitted for inclusion in the
~agenda,

161, On this occasion the Cuban delegation will
merely place the General Assembly on the alert and
provide it with some background data. The terri-
tory of the United States, the Puerto Rican island of
Vieques, the plantations of Guatemala, the ranches
of Nicaragua, the estates of the Dominican Republic
and the Panama Canal Zone have been and are being
“used as training camps and centres for mercenaries,
~ and the agents of the Central Intelligence Agency and
Cuban counter=-revolutionaries are, by various ways
and means, smuggling explosive materiai and arms

into Cuba for purposes of sabotage, acts of terrorism

and attacks on individuals. The discovery of4e plan
to assassinate Major Rafl Castro, Minister of the
Armed Forces, which was conceived tnd planned at
‘the United States military base of Guantﬂnamo, and
the recelt plot to do away with Dr. Fidel Castro, the

Prime Minister of the Revolutionary Government, are
Nonvincmg proofs of this sinister intrigue, so also

are the clandestine printing of a preposterous decree
according to which the right of patriapotestas is to
be revoked and the crude forgery of documents attri-
buted to the Cuban Foreign Office which was done at
more or less the same time in Argentina and the
Philippines with the object of forcing those Govern=
ments to break off diplomatic relations with Cuba.

162. The trick is as old as it is contemptible. When
on 15 April last we challenged the United States
representative to produce the mythical pilots of the
Cuban Air Force who were supposed to have deserted
and to have bombed Havana, the facts proved that
those pilots were mercenaries in the pay of the
Government of the United States. Again today we
challenge him to prove the authenticity of the docu=-
ments whickh the Central Intelligence Agency has
forged and which are said to have been removed from
the Cuban Embassy at Buenos Aires. We know m
advance that the result will be the same.

163. The purpose of these manoceuvres is quite
clear. In view of the obstacles which, since the Inter=
American Economic. Conference at Punta del Este
and the failure of the military coup in Brazil, it has
encountered in its efforts to convene a meeting of
the Presidents of the Latin American Republics in
Washington and subsequently a conference of Foreign
Ministers, the United States Government is bringing
pressure to bear on the Latin American Governments
to force them individually and in turn to break off
diplomatic relations with the Revolutionary Govern=

- ment of Cuba, just as it has already succeeded in

doing, by similar methods, with Guatemala, Peru,
Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador and Costa Rica. It
will then seek in the Organization of American States
to give these measures a collective character, thus
setting the stage for a military aggression, also of a
collective character, on the pretext that Cuba consti=
tutes "a danger to the security of the hemisphere"
because it intervenes in the domestic affairs of other

- States, and thus, with unparalleled cynicism, {rying

to make the victim of its acts of aggression and
interference, perpetrated in collusion with its Latin
American vassals, appear to be the villam of the
piece.

164. The renewal of the campaign of calumny against
the Cuban revolution by the news services of the
Department of State and the forgery of official docu=
ments by the Central Intelligence Agency with the
connivance of Cuban counter-revolutionaries are the
basic ingredients of the plan to isolate Cuba diplo=
matically. A secondary theme which it has shame=
lessly exploited has been the Revolutionary Govern=
ment's behaviour to the Catholic Church, which, like
all religions, has been and will continue to be scru-
pulously respected by the Revolutionary Government
so long as its activities remain within the law.
Similarly, the propaganda conducted by United States
imperialism and its henchmen sheds crocodile tears

‘over the execution, in conformity with the legislation

in force, of war criminals, terrorists traitors and "
foreign agents.

165. The shameless allegations, oblique references
and appeals for surrender which we have heard from
certain specific speakers or have read in the Press=
including statements by two Presidents of Latin.
American Republics, one abjuring the principle of
non=-intervention and the other offering his adherence
to the "free world™ in exchange for his preservation
in power-—are in conformity with the strategy and
tactics of the United States Governnrient.a
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166. Let us.hear no more of these hypocritical .

lamentations and dubious digressions about Cuba
having withdrawn from the "inter-American system".
Let us tell the truth. Let us say that Cuba can neither
admit nor accept the United States Government's con=
cept of the Organization of American States as a
Ministry of Colonies. And let us also saythat, despite
the worthy efforts made by a minority of respected
and respectable Governments, the Organization of
American States has given the green light to the
United States Government's aggressive and inter-
ventionist policy towards Cuba. It has not been this
Organization which has so far prevented a United
States military invasion, as it ought to have done in
accordance with the .letter of its standards and prin=-
ciples; it has rather been the Cuban people's decision
to conquer or die, the warnings of the Soviet Union,
the support of the socialist camp, the backing of the
non-aligned countries, the firm attitude of various
Latin American Governments and the militant soli=-
darity of all the peoples of the world.

167, Cuba is a small country which asks only to be
allowed to work out its own life in peace. It does not
and cannot constitute a threat to any country, least of
all to the United States, whose arsenals are overflow=
ing with thermonuclear bombs and rockets. Cuba has
declared over and over again that it is prepared to
settle its differences with the United States through
- bilateral negotiations, on a footing of equality and
with an open agenda, excluding only the subject of
its independence and sovereignty, which are not
negotiable.

168. The Government of the United States, however,
not only has stubbornly refused to enter into uncondi-
tional discussions with Cuba but, to use the words of
Dr, Osvaldo Dorticos, the President of the Republic,
when he spoke at the Belgrade Conference of Non=
Aligned Countries, it "organized a commercial and
economic blockade against our little country, fostered
a conspiracy of terrorism under the direction of the
Central Intelligence Agency, and crowned its villai=
nies with the bombardment and armed invasion of our
territory". .

169. The President went on to say: "With outstand=
ing courage, the Cuban people routed the mercenary
troops which the Government of the United States, on
its own- confession, had equipped and organized to
_destroy the Cuban revolution., The revolution gained
in strength and cohesiveness after the victory against

the invaders; nevertheless, not only did we again ex=

press our desire to live in peace and to develop our
country without external military conflicts but we
also proposed, and explicitly stated our readiness to
accept, the friendly mediation of various Latin Ameri-
can Governments in exploring the possibilities of just
and honourable negotiations with the Government of
the United States.
Government of the United States of America to the
peaceful and dignified conduct on the part of the
Cuban Revolutionary Government was to pursue its
aggressive aims and to declare its irrevocable de=
termination not to enter into any negotiations with
the Cuban Government. Thus this' imperialist Govern=
ment refuses an honourabie and peaceful understand=
ing with a small country like ours and proclaims the
necessity of destroying the work of our revolution".

170. Mr. Alfonso Arino de Melho Franco, the dis- -

tinguished former Foreign Minister and present
representative of Brazil

The arrogant response of the

stated the position of -

——

the genuinely representative Governments of Latin
America towards the Cuban revolution plainly ang
unequivocally: "Respect for sovereignty, based on the
principle of non=intervention"=I am quoting liter-
ally—"constitutes an imperative duty of internationa]
life and an essential condition for the restoration of
continental harmony. Brazil considers that Cuba
alone can decide its own destiny". '

171. Leave Cuba in peace and you will see how the
focus of international tension deliberately created
by the United States Government for the manifest
purpose of reconquest and hegemony will at once
disappear.

172, Yet I should warn you that the last word in the
defence of Cuba's self-determination, -independence
and sovereignty rests with its people. On the occasion
of the announcement of a forthcoming intervention by
the Organization of American Statr . in the affairs of
our country, Dr. Fidel Castro, the Prime Minister
and leader of the revolution, expressed himself ag
follows: "Cuba's right to self-determination is sacred "
and inalienable; it is not a right which the Cuban
people will proclaim at the rostrum or in the public
square but a right that we shall defend to the last
drop of our blood on the battlefield, a right that we
shall defend in cur trenches with our weapons at our
side, a right that we Cubans shall defend to the last
patriot".

Mr, Slim (Tunisia) resumed the Chair.

178. Mr. RAKOTOMALALA (Madagascar) (trans-
lated from French): On behalf of the Malagasy Re=
public and its Head of State, Mr. Philibert Tsiranana,
President of the Republic, I wish to offer our: warm
congratulations to Mr. Slim on his election as Presi=
dent of the General Assembly at its sixteenth session,

‘We cannot forget that twice in 1960 he demonstrated

his friendship to the Malagasy people and gave it
powerful support: in June 1960, when he subn‘itted
Madagascar's application for membership to the
Security Council, and in September of that year when
he supported our final admission {0 membership of
the United Nations. The Malagasy people also rejoice
with all the African nations at the honour that the
achievement of this high office by one of its most
illustrious sons does to our continent.

174. It is my sad duty to pay my respects to the
memory of Dag Hammarskjold. The world has lost a
great man, one of those who are a credit to mankind;
his name will remain in our memories long after so
many passing triumphs have been forgotten. A high
sense of duty, a lofty conception of his role, a dedi=
cated search for everything which could help to make
the dread spectre cf war recede=these are some of
the qualities which made Dag Hammarskjoid a living
personification of the ideal which gathers a hundred
free nations of the world together in this Assembly.

175. TFor the last few weeks the world has been
plunged. into fear and anguish. The two great. Powers
and their allies have been engaged in controversy
which ig likely to lead them along a dangerous path. -
The small nations are anxiously wondering what turn
events will take, fearful that at any minute a rash and
ill=advised action may unleash blind and destructive
forces wk'ch will bring to nought the efforts the free
peoples huve been making in this Organization for the
last sixteen years to meintain peace and to ensure~
that wise and conciliatory solutions may prevail over
violence.
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176. In this strange duel which is taking place above
their heads, the outcome of which will nevertheless
decide their future and even their lives, they have a
part to play. For, in an upsurge of falth and gener-
- ogity, the peoples who created the United Nations in

1945 agreed that in this Organization every nation, .

weak or powerful, would have an equal voice, the
game opportunities for action and hence the same
- duties and responsibilities in the maintenance of
peace.

177. It is in conformity with those prmciples that
the Malagasy Republic is determined to make its
contribution, during the sjxteenth session, to any
action which would result not only in preventing the
cold war from turning into horrors of a real war but
also, if possible, in bringing that cold war to an end,
so that, returning to wisdom, reason and reality, the
nations would decide to live together in peace.

178. We shall support with all our strength the pro-
posals on the agenda of this session which are de=-
" gigned to put an end to nuclear explosions in any
form and to bring about an agreement to outlaw these
dreadful weapons. We also support the proposals for
progressive general disarmament, simultaneous and
controlled.

179. My delegation still thinks that the best bulwark
against war lies in the strengthening of the collective
security machinery provided for in the United Nations
- Charter and that for that purpose an effective execu~
tive is essential for the Organization. It will there=-
fore oppose any measure likely to restrict the initia-
tive and the powers of the Secretary-General, although
it will not refuse to consider the institution of a
system which would enable him to be assisted by
competent colleagues.,

180, During the fifteenth session emphasis was
placed on the desirability of enabling the Member
States, at present numbering 100, to-participate more
effectively in the two major United Nations bodies,
the Security Council and the Economic and Social
Council, My Government considers that that is an act
of justice which should no longer be delayed and that,
before the end of the sixteenth session, specific action
should be taken to enlarge those bodies considerably,
That should be done independently of any other dis-
cussion concerning some of the provisions of the
Charter which one of the groups in the Assembly
wishes to see amended. -

181, Articles 52 and 53 of the Charter envisage the

‘existence of regional arrangements or agencies for
dealing with matters relating to international peace
and secuxrity, It is in conformity with those provisions
that, since the admission of my country to the United
Nations, my delegation has belonged to the group of
African and Asian countries and to the African group
and has given them loyal and disinterested support.
. It was with the same idea that the Malagasy Republic
took part in the big conference, at Monrovia,l9/ of
some twenty African and Malagasy nations. During
that conference, resolutions were adopted for pro-
moting friendship and co-operation among all the
African nations, without exception, and for ensuring
the settlement of ail disputes by peaceful means.

182, Later, from 6 to 12 September 1961, twelve
African and Malagasy Republics met at Tananarive U/

10/ Gonference of Africa and Malagesy Heads of State, held from 8 to
12 May 1961,

. 11/ Conference of the African and Malagasy Union.

and laid the foundations of the African and Malagasy
Union. This Union is open to all peace-loving peoples
who would like to work with us, within this fraternal
organization, for the elimination of war and the de-
velopment of international co-operation in the spirit
of the Charter, and, more specifically, to collaborate
for the defence of the integrity and independence of
the African nations and for their economic and social
development. For seven days, twelve Heads of State
exchanged views, in a friendly atmosphere, on tise
great problems which plague the world. Scorning
noisy publicity and avoiding all exaggerated state-
ments, which could only stiffen the various positions,
the Tananarive Twelve, anxious fo preserve an im=-
partial position between the two blocs, reaffirmed the

principles which had been agreed upon at Monrovia.
and decided to unite their efforts to ensure that wise -

and conciliatory settlements should prevail. I will not
dwell on the results of the Tananarive Conference,
since the representative of Niger has just informed
you of them, in all clarity and eloquence.

183. With regard to the vital problem of decoloniza~-
tion, my delegation, faithful to the decisions of the
Tananarive Conference, will continue to give its full
support to all decisions calculated to give the peoples
who are still dependent an opportunity to express
their free will as soon as possible and, through self~
determination, to accede to independence if that is
their wish, It hopes that Portugal, listening to the

voice of reason, will liberate Angola and Mozambique

as soon as possible,

184, My Government is opposed to all forms of
racial discrimination. It will not hesitate to endorae
any action designed to remove this shameful evil
from the face of the earth, especially in South Africa,
It feels, however, that decolonization alone is not

-enough,

185. For decolonization to achieve its goal, whieh is
ultimately the liberation of man, the régimes of the
independent countries must be democratic, My Head
of State is a convinced democrat and he considers, as
does the whole population of Madagascar, that
people living under a regime which is not based on
the free consent of the people is not a free people.

186. My Government has never made a secret of the
friendly relations existing between Madagascar and
France, which as a result of free negotiation gave it
self-government in 1958 and independence in 1[960

It is because of that friendship that Madagascar '

fervently hopes that the Algerian couflict, which has
been going on for ‘seven years, may be brought to
an end according to the principles laid down by
the Charter, i.e,, by the total decolonization of ‘the
Maghreb

187, The obstacle of the Sahara having been finally
surmounted, we urge the French Government and the
Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic—as
did the twelve Heads of State of the African and Mala-~
gasy Union at Tananarive—to resume,their negotia~
tions to determine the conditions for supervising the.
process of self-determination which should ensure
the independence of Algeria, including the Algerian
part of the Sahara, and this time to brinp: them toa
successful conclusion, S

188, The Mzlagasy delegation { ! (s happy to see that
for Tunisia the absurd conflict which arose on19 July
1961 is almost at an end and Kll soon be no more
than a bad- memory. It is glad

N

to have contributed
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loyally to that settlement by voting in favour of the
resolution [1622 (S-III)} which called uponboth parties
to enter into negotiations, :

189, With regard to the Congo, my Government's
policy has never altered. It still considers that the
United Nations must help that country to recover its
balance, and, since its constitutional institutions
- have finally been established, to seek reconciliation
and to forget past quarrels. My Government, faithful
to its constant principle of respecting the right of
peoples to self-determination, would have reserva-
tions if ever the United Nations, goingbeyondits role,
gave iis assistance to any military operations whose
objective, whether avowed or secret, was to reduce
opposition by force, I state categorically that the
peoples of the Congo must be the sole masters of
their fate and must remain free to adopt whateve

form of government they may choose, :

190, In order not to prolong this statement of gen-
eral policy, may I be allowed to quote a few extracts
firom the speech made by Mr. Tsiranana, President

of the Malagasy Republic, on 6 September 1961 at the “ -

opening of the Tananarive Conference.. They throw
light on the views of my people and their President
concerning the events which are convulsing theworld,
and it is on that basis that my delegation, in close
association with the eleven other States of the African
and Malagasy Union, will determine its policy and its
votes. I quote: :

"We too could easily stoop to words and deeds
which would demonstrate that in our minds de-
cclonizaon has not been completed. But we can, I
think, be proud to say that hatred does no good and
that, as formerly colonized peoples, w= do not want
to become colonizers or ever to have to take up
arms against anyone, '

"All colonialism must disappear, all neo-colonial-
ism must be destroyed in order to increase cohe-
sion, intzrpenetration and peace among all the
States inhabiting the vast continent of Africa. We
hope that at the intercontinental level relations be-
tween countries may be developed in conditions and
directions similar to those by which the estab-
lishment of our relations with France has been
characterized. on the basis of reciprocal feelings
of respect, generosity and understanding."

191, Political independence is not everything. It
would even Lie a delusion unless every nation could
achieve eccnomic independence, which is a prerequi-
gite for genuine independence.

192, The generous efforts which have been under-
taken to help the under-developed countries to escape
from poverty, and perhaps from despair, must con-

tinue and, with experience, become more and more

effective,

193. My Government considers that internationalas-
sistance and multilateral aid are undoubtedly neces-
sary, but that the means that have been used so far
are very peltry compared with the immense task
which has yet to be accomplished. The reasons ad-
vanced against bilateral assistance agreements are,
in its opi ‘on, unsound. The first attribute of a sove-
reign State is the capacity to enter into agreements
freely with whomsoever it wishes for its national de-
fence and its economic life, My Government is there-

fore glad thd. there are many suchagreements, whose -

replacement should not be contemplated until there is
sufficient international assistance available,

ey

194, It wishes, however, to draw attentioi\ to a prab-
lem which indeed did not escape the notice of the
Assembly when the Committee for Industrial Develop-~
ment and the Commission on International Commodity
Trade were set up. It seems to us essential that the
work done by those two bodies should produce spe-
cific solutions quickly and that the important question
of the stabilization of commodity prices should be
settled satisfactorily. Indeed, it would be impossi-
ble for development programmes to be carried out
rationally if unpredictable and frequently inexplicable
variations in world prices of basic commeodities were
to upset the sconomic balance of the under-developed
countries. :

195. My delegation was delighted to co-sponsor the
resolution [1623 (XVI)] admitting Sierra Leone to
membership of the United Nations, I am happy to
voice here the satisfaction felt by President Tsi-
ranana, my Head of State, my Government and the
Malagasy people as a whole at this auspicious event,
Our most affectionate wishes will accompany the new
State in its first steps on the road of independence
and we rejoice to see one of the participants in the
Monrovia Conference taking its seat inthis Assembly,

196, Unfortunately another of the twenty-one States
at that Conference is still awaiting admission: I refer
to Mauritania, which is being kept out of the Assem-
bly by a veto prompted by cold war considerations
which have nothing to do with the merits of the case,
I urge all those who are directly or indirectly in-
volved in this unhappy state of affairs to recousider
their position and to cease frustrating the explicit
will of the Assembly, which at its fifteenth session
recommended the admission of Mauritania by 63 votes
to 15 [989th meeting]. Is that the respect due to our
Organization, that respect for the lack of which some
countries have so often been reproached?

197, In December 1960, during the fifteenth session

. of the Assembly, we adopted, with unanimous and

spontaneous - enthusiasm, the resolution [1514 (XV)]
designed to put an end to colonialism, I urge one and
all to match their words by their deeds and not to
oppose the admission of Mauritania, for the African
and Malagasy people would not understand an attitude
which would be in such flagrant contradiction with the
statements made from the rostrum.

198, We welcomed the announgement that other Afri~
can States will accede to independence in the next few
months, We shall welcome them with equal joy, confi-
dent that one day all the peoples of Africa, free or
liberated, will be represented in this Assembly.

199, Despite the shadows which have been hanging
over mankind for the last few months, despite the
atmosphere of terror in which we live, trembling for
our fate_and that of our children, mankind has not
lost all hope, for there -are some rays of light, One
of the most comforting is the fact that a hundred
nations are today gathered in this Hall to study ways
of emerging from this labyrinth and embarking ugon
a future of light and hope.

200, Must mankind finally be defeated? To think that.
<8 to disregurd the message which, from beyond the
grave, Dag Hammarskjold, and with him all the
generous souls who have worked for peace, have left
us, '

201, No, let us combine our good will, let us uhite
in one and the same desire to save the thousands of
millions of human beings living on the earth who have ‘
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placed their faith in us. Let us swear thatwe shall
- do all we can to ensure that this planet does not sink
into the eternal silence of the icy universe and in-
finjte space,

202, Mr, BENJELLOUN (Mor cco) (translated from
French): As I take my turn to intervene in this par-~
ticularly important debate, I would like to offer the
President my sincere and fraternal congratulations

and to express-the satisfaction of the Moroccan dele~

gation at seeing a son of the Arab Maghreb, a man
who is loyal to the African cause and devoted to the
principles of the United Nations Charter, elected to
the highest office of »ur Organization. At the personal

“- lgvel, too, how could I not be proud ‘and touched to

see one who was formerly a fellow-student, and a
comrade-in-arms in the struggle for our peoples'
liberation, become President of this Assembly?

203. I am happy to see him in the Chair, and I am
confident that his intellectual qualities and hisexperi-
ence will enable him to deal successfully with the
problems confronting this sixteenth session, which
has been referred to in this hall as the "sesst‘on of
the brink",

204, I have listened carefully and given thought to
the words of the distinguished speakers who have
preceded me on this rosirum.,

205. I believe that the anxieties they have expressed
reflect the uneasiness and apprehension of the peoples
which they represent. All of us are deeply disturbed
in face of the blind forces which are buffeting the
- world, In fact—why hesitate to say it?—we are all
afraid, Yes, we are afraid of war, But that fear may
be beneficial and may contain the seeds of our salva-
tion, Amid the variety of the statements made from
this rostrum and the diversity of the attitudes ex-
pressed in them, one can discern a general conviction
that the persistence of the present disputes is futiie
and dangerous, that it is time to put an end to arti~
fices and procedural kattles, and that consideration
for the welfare of mankind must prevail over con-
siderations of self-esteem and prestige and aspira-
tions to greatness, World opinion today is sufficiently
enlightened and conscious of the réalvalues, esseniial
to humanity and necessary for the continuance of its
migsion of progress on earth, not to be deluded by
outward shows of greatness or by the imposing fa-
- gade of a structure based on unethical foundations.

206, We are beginning our work this year at a time

when international relations have deteriorated very
geriously and when world peace is threatened by a

war which could destroy the whole of mankind., On

every continent we find one or more sources of ten-
sion which for several years have resisted efforts to
. -eradicate them, Indeed, new trouble-gpots have been
created in various areas merely in order to serve
the interests of their creators, at the risk of setting
- off & world conflagration'at any moment, Algeria,
- Berlin, Laos, Palestine, the Congo, Mauritania and
finally Angola all constitute problems whose solution
is becoming increasingly urgent.

207, It was with the important object of seeking such
solutiors that a large number of non-aligned coun-
tries, tirelessly pursuing their efforts for peace, re-
cently made a new endeavour in that direction by
meeting at Cairol? and at Belgradel®/ to consider

12/ Preparatory meeting for the Conference of Non-Aligned Coun-

tries, held from S to 12 June 1961,

13/ Conference of Non=-Aligned Countries, held from 1 to6 September
1961, \
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the extent of the danger and its consequences, and to
unite in taking action, alone or with the assistance of
all those of good will, towards seeking genuine ways
of removing anxieties and restoring an atmosphere of
trust and sincere co-operation between pevples, such
an atmospliere being an essential condition for the
ensuring of world peace, I will not stop to refute here
the unjustified criticism levelled at the Belgrade
Conference in the Press and elsewhere and ingpired
by motives which are obvious and need no cormament,

This Conference was a challenge thrown ov’; to those
responsible for international tension, a cry of alarm
expressing the intense anxiety to which all the peoples

are a prey. We should pay a sincere tribute to its .

promoters and to the: work of those who took part in
it. L , _

208, Devoted Members of the United Nations, placing
ail their hopes in this Organization, these countries
met just before the opening of the present session,
steadfastly determined to continue their @fforts within
the United Nations in order to ensure thatit employed
all its resources and enlisted the support of all its
Members to cope with the grave dangers besetting
us,

209. At this crucial stage in the international crisis,
the Unitedd Nations has received a severe blow as a
result of the death of the Secretary-General Mr, Dag -
Hammarskjold. There is no region of the worldwhere
Mr. Hammarskjold's abkrupt disappearance has not
been deeply felit. This sad event, has brought home to
us the importance attached by world-opinion to the
life of this Organization and the role: ‘which it plays.
Mr. Dag Hammarskjold certainly made a quite per-
sonal contribution towards the enfor\t-ement of the
United Nations Charter, thanks to gifts and qualities

‘which have permanently linked his name with the".

major events of recent years, His tragic disappear-
anct is & -considerable loss. The noble work of
our Organization must be tirelessly pursued, and

_strengthened at “he points where experience has re-

vealed shortcomings,

210, We are sure that an adequate and effective
solution will be found to the problem of the Secre-
tariat, and to trat of the structural reform for which
our Organizatmn has felt .a net¢d. The important
changes and developments which have taken place in
the world since the creation of the United Nuations,
and the increase in its membership, call for a re-
consideration of its structures. We propose that a
special United Nations c¢onference should be held to
study this important question. Given the delicate and
critical situation in which the United Nations finds
itself at the present time, we believeit to be essential
that this conference should convene immediately, in
order to rescue us from this impasse and give the
United Nations the strength and authority which will
enable it to fulfil the functions entrusted fo it by
the Charter in the 'solution of grave 1nternationa1
problems, .

211, His Majesty the King of Morocco declared last
month, at the Conference of Non-Aligned Countries
at Belgrade-

"It would be a matter of making a fair distribu-
tion of the present seats on the Economic and Social

" Council and the Security Council, of developing the
power and means of action of the regional eco-
nomic cormnissions and of amending and im-
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proving the system of recrultment of United Nations
personnel, " 14/

212, Ouy’ agenda this year includes, alas, a whole
series of problems some of which have been before
the United Nations from its eariiest years and have
already been the subject of clear and decisive pro-
nouncements on its part, Other problems, which have
escaped its attention or have never besn brought
before it, have reached a degree of gravity which
imperils the peace of the world. Today all these
problems are interconnected and, through the reper-
cussions of one on another, are giving rise to such
international tension that it has become essential for
the United Nations to fulfil, immediately and ener-
getically, its universal mission. There are a large
number of Member States that have had no part what-
sver in the creation or development of these crises;
but today all Members are directly roncerned with
them, because of the gravity and scope of their
consequences.

213, Amid the convulsions shaking the world, it is

still the African contirent which endures the hardest:

fate. From one end of that continent to the other,
racialism and colonialism manifest themselves in
forms whose diversity barely conceals their common
source: Algeria, the Congo, Angola, South Africa and
© South West Africa ars all manifestations of the same
segregation of races or of civilizations,

234, With regard to the problem of Germany and
Berlm, we cannot but point out that its basic causes
are bound. up with the division of a country and the
destruction of a peOple's unity, The conflicting inter-
ests which clash in this area cah be reconciled,
sooner or later, only if the parties are wise enough
not to allow the division of a country to lead to the
division of the world, The vicissitudes of war cannot
indefinitely stifle the natural impulses of a people
whose destiny must be recreated, whatevez the diffi-
culties that this people may still have to overcome,
- While Berlin has once again become the crystallizing
point of an international crisis, it also crystallizes
our hopes of seeing the parties to the dispute show
the necessary human wisdom and politicdl intelli-
gence in order to banish the spectre of war which is
haunting the world, We therefore continue to hope
that the virtues of negotiation will prevail and will
lead to a peaceful and just solution of this grave
problem,

215, We have been happy to see that a desire for

conciliation has greatly lessened the acuteness of

ancther international problem—that of Laos, which
-hag several times threatened to produce a general
conflict. It has been possible to. safeguard peace in
Asia by seeking a solution based on the Lsotian
people's desire for neutrahty, this desire must be
scrupulously resper’ “a(l, if the encouraging initial
action takep at Geneva is to be consolidated in the
near future:; Op' the recognition of a neutralist State,
guaranteed by she United Nations, can restore that
national unity which is essential to the restoration of
peace. However, the peace which is being patiently
~ sought in Agia will remain precarious as long as a
 nation of more than 600 million people-the People's

- Republic of China, which carries an increasing -

amount of weight and has a definite influence on
intemational politics—is unjustly barred from the

.1,2/ Belgrade Conference, 1961, @blished by the Review of Inter-.
national Affairs, Belgrade, No, 5, p. 4.

ey,

United Nations, although it could make a positive ,
contribution to our work and would set the seal on -

- our Organization's universality.

216, All these crises and problems produce politi-
cal tensions which create a desire to "strengthen
positions", leading in its turn to a desire for power
and to a frantic arms race, The competition in nu~
clear weapons of mass destruction is obviously a
continual threat to mankind, Enormous sums are
pointlessly consumed by such arinaments each year,
instead of being used to raise the economic and social -
levels of many countries and to help them banish
hunger, Jdisease and ignorance. This money would
also help to increare the economic and social pros-
perity of the protagunists themselves, whose aspira~
tions to well-being have not yet been entirely satis-
fied, It would also help them to assume moral
responsibility in respect of the under-privileged
countries, and would give international co-operation
its true meaning—~that of human solidarity. The im-
portant problem of disarmament involves not merely
the great Powers, We, the small countries, also have
a word to say, for the fate of all mankind is at stake,
We consider that the participation of the non-aligned
countries in the disarmament negotiati~as will help

- to bring the various standpoints closer together and

thus hasten the conclusion of an agreement ongeneral
and complete disarmament. We appeal once more to
the atomic Powers to cease their nuclear tests, which
are both costly and harmful.

217, The two.great Powers have just issued a Jomt
statement of agreed principles for disarmament
negotiations [A/4879]. This strengthens our hope of
a settlement of this grave problem. There is not a
single country which does not wish to support, to the.
full, the general desire for the earliest possible
settlement of the problem. The Moroccan delegation
has already made, from this rostrum, proposals -
which include a plan to give the neutral countries a
larger role in the search for a solution, This year,
our delegation intends to repeat these proposals
during the debate or this question. My country pro-
tested against the nuclear tests carried out by France
in the Sahara., At the fourteenth session of the Gen-
eral Assembly, Morocco, supported by many other

countries, initiated action which resulted in the adop-

tion of a resolution [1379 (XIV)] requesting France to

- refrain from such tests in the Sahara and elsewhere;

but France is still defying the African people and the
international community. As a result of its obstinacy,
what was so laboriously agreed upon at Geneva has
been called in question, and we are once more faced
with a crisis which many of us recognized to be a
possibility when we appealed to France, also, to sus-
pend its tests. y

218, Begides the crisis factor;s I have just men-
tioned, there is another factor which has been a
source of conflict for some considerable time already
and has left its mark on nearly all the problems be-

‘fore ua; I would even say that it is the major factor
- contributing to the deterioration of relations between

peoples and the disturbing of their security., I mean

. colonialism in all its forms. ‘The peoples whose’ )

civilization has given the world eminent thinkers,
philosophers and historians no longer seem to want
to distinguish themselves in the international com-
munity, except by this determination to maintain their
presence and their wish to exploit countries which in -

- actual fact they conquered by force, although it was
_done in the name of morality and civilization—twoid
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"jdeas which they proclaimed only so long as their
domination lasted. When we look at the recent history
of relations between States, it is difficult not to de-
fine them merely as relations between colonizers and
colonized. Two dominant trends have characterized
this period: 'on the one hand an emancipation move-
ment reflecting the peoples' determination to shake
off for ever the yoke of oppression, and on the other
the last manifestations and stratagems of a colonial-
ism that knows its last hour has struck,

219, Africa is ncw the scene of a fierce, tragic, and
often bloody struggle; but Africa, which was the
cradle of colonialism, will also ke its tomb,

220, For more than seven years, the Algerianpeople
has been carrying on a heroic struggle for its right
" to freedom and independence., This ruthless war
against a people struggling courageously for its
dignity and its most sacred rights has already cost
hundreds of thousands of lives, What is France ex-
pecting from the prolongation of this savage but use-
less war? What could one year or even ten years
more bring to Algeria but more ruins, more de-
~ struction? If France has not been able to crush the

! /Algerian movement in seven years of war with the
aid of forces much greater than those of the Algerian
fighters, it should by now be convinced of the need to
end these cruel battles forthwith and, in a more seri-
ous and realistic spirit, to open negotiations with the
Provisional Government of the Algerian Republic—
the only real representative of the Algerian people,
and the only one entitled to make commitments on its
behalf, «

221, The aim of the negotiations should be to satisfy

the legitimate aspirations of the Algerian people, In a
recent statement, General de Gaulle referred to the

sovereignty and the territorial integrity of Algeria

in terms which are obscure, Now, in his speech of
2 October, he has renewed his -offer to allow the
Algerians to exercise their right of self-determina-
tion. He also said that he had no doubt that the Al-
gerians wished to establish an independent and sove~
reign State. Why, therefore, delay the solution of the
Algerian problem, a solution which can.reside no-
where but in formal recognition of the independence,
unity and ferritorial integrity of Algeria? In our view,
recognition and support of the Provisional Govern-
‘ment of the Algerian Republic by the States wiich
have so far not taken that step wiil be an act of jus-
tice in regard to the Algerian people anda substantial
~contribution to the cause of peace.

222, Morocco has been and always will be behind the
Algerian people in its struggle to achieve liberation.
Morocco also supports it in all its effortz to find a
way of ending the war and estawlishing peace’on the
basis of respect for its rights and national dignity.
Nothing, however Machiavellian or seductive, can
shake tke solidarity of the Maghreb.

223, At two particularly critical moments in its
history, North Africa's inescapable need for unshak-
able unity has been revealed, First, when in the nine~
teenth century the war of conquest led to the dis-

appearance of the Algerian State, it was clear thata

dire fate awaited Tunisia and Morocco, Today, this
same need for unity drives Algeria towards its
destiny, shared in common with its brothers of
Tunisia and Morocco.

224, It iy almost as if Africa's destiny was born
h’ under an vnlucky star: as soon as there is a glimpse

e

of hOpe in a disturbed area, the crisis moves to
another regicn of the continent, :

315

225, The people of Angola, long Oppressed but never

resigned to its fate, has undertaken to free itself—
choosing, likewise, the most painful but also the most
heroic and perhaps the surest way of doing so. Portu-
gal has had a breathing-space in which to meditate
upon the many experiments in decolonization that the
world has witnessed, both in Asia and in Africa; but
it persists in measuring the strength of its empire by
the brutality of its planters, and in believing that
certain alliances are a talisman which will protect it
mdeflmtely. The awakening of the people of Angola
and its defermination to free itself at any cost seem
only to ingspire Portugal with a desire to exterminate
the inhabitants of Angola and to defy world opinion
and the world Organization,

226, Africa has noted with satisfaction the decision
[resolution 1603 (XV)], taken by the United Nations at
the fifteenth session of the General Assembly, to
appoint a sub-committee to investigate the extent of
the repression, and the real situation, in Angola.
Morocco and its people have formally pledged their
full support for the cause of the people of Angola, and
will stand at its side until its liberation, Africa is

entitled to become once agam purely African, and not

to have some of its regions still designated by the
names of their former occupiers. There should no
longer be a Portuguese Guinea and/or a Portuguese
Angola, any more than a Spanish Sahara, a French
Algeria or a French Somaliland. Despite the wave of
liberation which has emancipated much of the conti-
nent, such anomalies still exist. These are redoubts
in which colonialism is seeking to entrench itsélf or
assume new forms, as varied as they are insidious.
The replacing of one legal form by another does not,

. of itself, suffice to bring freedom or lead to the

emergence of a new State,
227, Faced with the solidarity of a people conscious

of its unity, the colonialists, finding themselves

powerless to maintain their rule by dividing that
people, are resorting to an even more immoral pro-
cedure—partition, which gives a State independence
only in exchange for open violence done to its terri-
torial integrity.

228, With the Katanga situation, the United Natlons

has experienced one of its most serious crises. The
Congolese people has suffered from it as much, per-
haps, as from the entire period of itsforeign domina=-
{ior.. All Africa has been profoundly shaken by it; and
this criminal adventure, whose list of victims is un-

- doubtedly not yet closed, has reqently cost the Secre-

tary-General of our Orp‘nmzatlon his life. The col-

lusion extended to the originators of the Congo's

division, together with the impunity that they have
enjoyed, has encouraged them fo flout the national
arnd- the international will, to which their only answer
is cnme and murder,

229, “What is at stake in this anhappy Congo affair is
much more than the imperialist designs of domina~
tion and exploitation. A colonizing nation does not
quickly repudiate these two instincts whicii constitute
its true make-up. This power-giving knowledge of
evil inspires every action of such a nation and pro-
vides it with more than one means of adapting itself
to the exigencies of world progress, while at the

same time playing it false. /J - .

230. What. colonialism plays with.in the Congo, as

elsewhere, is the very principle of the unity of a
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country and a nation, and it does so in the hope of
reconquering them, Violation of the territorial in-
tegrity of a country freeing itself from domination is
the ransom imposed by the colonizer, Before leaving
the house to which he can no longer lay olaim, the
colonizer makes provision for his re-entry by the
back door, :

231, This wes what happened just after my country
had gained its indépendence, France, which had
formally undertaken by international treaty to re-
spect the unity and territorial integrity of Morocco,

resorted to this method to shear off ome of our
provinces whose resources and strategic position -

furthered certain permanent interests of France in
the way of exploitation and the pursuit of its new
African policy.

232. Indeed, the attempt had begun in the period of
the Protectorate itself through a series of adminis-
trative measures calculated to remove the Mauri-
tanian province from the jurisdiction of the central
power, '

233. We agree with the Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Nigeria who, in his statement this morning, ex-
pressed the hope that certain countries would not
oppose the admission into this Organization of cer-
tain African States, But it is first of all necessary
that these should be States as recognized by inter-
national law; secondly, the entity involved should not
be a region detached from the territory of a Member
of the United Nations and elevated to artificial
statehood,

234, In this particular case, successive processes
of carving-up, in accordance with military considera-
tions or local interests of the moment, gradually

- altered the purely Moroccan administrative character

of Mauritania ard gave to it structures that increas-
ingly resembled those of the West African territories,
However, no act of the Moroccan authorities ever
sanctioned these unlawful transformations, A special
administrative régime was installed not only in the
Mauritanian province, Other regions, in which armed
resistance to-occupation had beea lengthy and stub-
born and had not ended until the 1930's, ‘were sub-
jected to an exceptional administrative régime—
sometimes exclusively military—because of the in-
secure situation.

235, France cannot claim to remove Mauritania
from Moroccan sovereignty because of a special
administrative organization, any more than it can
remove the region of Agadir or the region of Zaian,
which were also subjected for a long timeto a régime
which in effect withdrew them from the central
authority, '

236. Furthermore, on the very morrow of independ-
ence Xrance clearly recognized the existence of a
frontier issue the examipati¢a of which was to take
place  subsequently, There could be no doubt akout
the nature of the problem: it was essentially a terri-
torial dispute whose settlement was to result pri-
marily in the effective extension of Moroccan sove-
reignty to the whole of the national territory, as
- recognized internationally immediately prior to the
Protectorate, y '

237, Convinced of its clear right, which is estab-
lished beyond all question in a number of inter-

national conventions, my Govervment officiaily put -

the question to the French Government during the
first months of Moroccan independence,

- 238, France was not the only country thus to h;@a c

vn——y

bn-
fronted with the problem and with the question of itg
responsibility, All the capitals that were bouni by
bilateral or multilateral conventions bearing on the
safeguarding of the kingdom's sovereignty and terpi~
torial integrity were advised of the situation through
normial diplomatic channels during the year 1957,

239, The International Bank for Reconstruction and

Development, having been requestec by France to

assist in the development of the resources of the

Mauritanian province, was also approached by my

Government, and the memoranda which we submitted-
to it delayed its decision for two years. The decision

was finally taken only because of the interests of

certain great Powers which disregarded their re-

sponsibilities by creating the legal fiction of a "State

of Mauritania", ' :

240. France's long silence in the face of all the
notes and representations of my Government was
followed by some dilatoiy replies bearing on certain
procedural matters but containing no explicit denial
of Morocco's lawful rights, True to our traditional
principle of settling all conflicts by negotiation, and
while continuing to assert our claim firmly, we re-
mained confident and hoped that France, which had
not denied our right, could not indefinitely delay its
recognition, It was in those circumstances that, in
reply to the Moroccan Government's last note,
dated 15 December 1959, the French Government on
20 January 1960 sent a note in which it rejected the
Moroccan claim to territories which, it said, "come
under the sovereignty of France and of the States
members of the Community",

241, This was the first time since 1912 that France
had called in question one of the principles that had
been most formally recognized by France itself and

‘by the Powers which had consented to the establish-

ment of its Protectorate over Moroaco,

242, One of the peculiarities of the Protectorate's
history is that the juridical nature of the régime was
to have safeguarded Morocco from integration into
the French colonial empire, by reason both of the
permanence of its international juridical personality
and of the preservation of its territorial integrity.

243, While the recognition of its independence ad-

~ mittedly restored to it the prerogatives of a sove-

reign State, the restrictions which were abnormally
attached to the effective exercise of its sovereignty
over the whole of its territory cannot justify the
impairment of its territorial integrity.

244, What France was unable to accomplish lawfully
under the Protectorate régime, it accomplished arbi-
trarily on the morrow of independence through an
administrative alteration of the structures in one

- part of the country and through the introduction of a

legal fiction which totally defies the current and well-
defined norms of international law. This is the first
time that such a change has been made, unilaterally,
in one of the fundamental concepts of international
law, :

245, To bolster up this fragile position and conceal
its unlawful nature, France is endeavouring to gain
the admission to the United Nations of a so-called
Mauritanian State whose territorial mass has been
torn from Moroccan flesh and whose population has
been forcibly detached from the people to whom it
belongs. o
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. 246, It is these considerations which led my Govern-
ment in 1960 to request our Organization to include
this question in the agenda of its deliberations.i A
number of delegations recognized our right and de-
fended it with us, I take this opportunity to extend to
them, once again, the gratitude of the Morocoan
Government and people,

947, The Seourity Council, to which the application

of Mauritania was submitted and to which my dele~
gation presented its view, did not see fit to accept the
application. ¢/ This year again, attempts are being

made to force the decision of the Council, by intro-

ducing into the consideration of this question certain

extraneous elements, My delegation will not allow
itself to be diverted by such stratagems, and will
oppose the admission of an artificial State the crea-
tion of which is based purely on the theft of a terri-
tory and the violence done to a people.

248, The Assembly knows that other parts of Mo-
roccan territory are still being withheld from our
sovereignty and kept under foreign rule, Ever since
we became independent, the Moroccan delegation has
been denouncing this situation in the Assembly and in
the Tourth Committee, Many of the Governments
represented here have been directly informed to this
effect by His Majesty's Governmext,

249, First there is Ifni where, in June 1957, tension
rose to such a pitch that regular armed conflict al-
most broke out between the population and the Spanish
military authorities.. Negotiations lasting several
months, such as those in 1959, have unfortunately led
to no result,

260, Sequiat el-Hamra and the Southern Sahara,
which Spain occupied under an agreement with France
when the latter was just starting its occupation of
Morocco through Mauritania, are still not under Mo~

roccan sovereignty and their peoples are being for-- -

cibly kept outside the national community. Here again,
we have been able to cope with all the strains to
which friendly relations between Spain and Morocco
are being subjected as a result of this situation,

251, Unfortunately, the Spanish Government seems
to have no real wish to negotiate, Moreover, some of
Madrid's decisions seeking to extend Spanish sove-
reignty to these territories force us to the conclusion
that the process by which France is separating
Mauritania from Morocco presents some attraction
for certain minds in the Spanish capital. In any event,
this is to all intents and purposes what is happening
in regard to Ceuta and Melilla, where the authorities
are refusing to recognize for the population any
nationality other than Spanish and frequent expulsions
¢f Moroccans are taking place,

252, I request the General Assembly to take note of
our most explicit reservation and our categorical re-
fusal to allow our territory. to be dismembered, while
those who are tearing it apart and defending their
action are none other than the signatories of the
. agreements which made of Morocco's territorial in-
tegrity a law putting an end to territorial ambitions
and the disputes resulting from them,

253 The circumstances in which an Arab country's
richest province was stolen and handed over toforeign
immigrants recall to us the tragedy of 1 million

e e ——
- 15/ official Reccrds of the General Assembly, Fifteenth Session,
: ._n_n_gxgg, agenda item 79, document A/4445 and Add.1.

i! 16/ Ibid., agenda item 20, document A /4656,

—tion's authority. -

- and these principles. We desire that it

Palestinians, stripped og/meir prOperty and driven
out of their homes,

2564, All principles oﬁ-law and all moral and humani-
tarian values have been ignored; and the United
Nations, powerless, has quieted its conscience only
by granting to the refugees an inadequate minimum
of material aid which, instead of solving the problem,
has merely added others to it.

255, Resolutions have been adopted which, while not
restoring justice, would at least, if respected, have
mitigated the tragedy and increased our Organiza-

shamelessly violated. Nevertheless, the peoples that
are the victims of all these tragedies are still among
those most deeply attached to the United Nations,
to its values and to the hope for peaoe which it -
represents,

2566, My country's policy is based on thes ilvalues

all be
marked by faith in this Organization and in the spirit
of co-operation and solidarity which is its raison
d'8tre., While Morocco takes no side in quarrels
arising out of conflicts of interests to- which it is
foreign, it feels itself affected by all the problems
which are brought before the Organization and the
international community, and: shoulders its responsi-
bilities to the full,

257, Some scepticism has been expressed regarding
the policy of non-alignment, which is our doctrine and
the basis of our actions. This policy issues from no
ancient school, but ‘in the space of a few years it has
won the support of ‘'many countries and distinguished
Heads of State; as ifs outlines emerge more clearly
with the course of events and from exchanges of
views among its supporters, it shows itself to be in-
dispensable to international equilibrium and capable
of bringing such equilibrium into being, whereas con-
tending blocs can only be a source of crisis. Non-
objective and often malicious critics resort to easy
slogans and cast aspersions on our attitude, calling it
political inertia and a flight from responsibility.

-"Our neutralism", said His Majesty, King Hassan
II at the Belgrade Conferenoe 17/ wmeans, not isola-
tion or lack of interest in any section of humanity,
but, on the contrary, a search for the acceptance in
human thought of all that is true and just."

258, Nevertheless, we are aware of our weakness,
Our country's economic and soscial development is
not yet such as is called for by our political action in .
the international field, There are many reasons for
this, and they are linked with our recent history. We
cannot of ourselves remove all the obstacles, be~
cause they are not solely national in character, Co=-
operation among ourselves and with all like~-minded
quarters is, we feel, the best course, since the
assisiance and mutual aid which it presupposes re-
quires that there be true solidarity between “the
peoples,

259, The United Nations is all the time trying to
capture this spirit of solidarity and translate it into
fact. Its resources encounter limits beyond which it
cannot always pass, but the international community
of which it is the embodiment has, as a whole, a
potential that can in fact bring to man greater prOs—\;
perity and hence more genuine freedom. ‘

17/ Conference of Non=-Aligned Countries. held from 1 to6 September

1961. .

1]

‘They are ig‘l‘iu.l.uu, however, and -
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260, This, at all € “ts, is tne frame of mind in
which we take part in-the debates of this session of
the Assembly, a sossion that is incontestably of deci~
sive importance for the future of the Organization,
We hope that these debates will conclude with satis-
fying answers to the anxious questions asked by the
peoples in regard to the peace of the world, Only then
will: the prestige and authority of this Organization
make it into mankind's greatest common achieve-
ment, The destiny of the United Nations is inextri-
cably linked with the destiny of the world, and the
Organization must remain, as His Majesty the King

—~——of-Morocco has- said, a positive act by mankind on

behalf of peace and co-operation among peoples: we
must do all we can to correct its weaknesses and
give it the authority and resources that are required
if it is to accompiish tasks which are vital to the
future of the human race,

261. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
call upon the representative of Irag, who wishes to
exercise his right of reply.

262. Mr, JAWAD (Iraq): I have asked for the floor
to reply briefly to the statement made on Friday,
6 October, by the Minister of State of the United
Kingdom, He accused my delegation of "grossly mis-
representing the policies of the United Kingdom"
[1028th meeting, para. 188], but he failed to mention
how and where this misrepresentation occurred., Mr.
Godber expressed confidence that "the true motives
and policies of my Government are well understood
by the great majority of the Members of this Assem-
bly" [ibid., para. 189].

263. However, I cannot share this confidence be-
cause I feel that there is a great deal that is unknown
about the true character of British policies in the
Arabian Gulf area. I am, therefore, taking the liberty
of referring to some of the basic facts,

264, British relations with the Arabian Gulf go back
to the end of the eighteenth century, when, after the
consolidation of British power in India, Britain sought
to dominate those areas of the Gulf and the Southern
.Arabian coast which were situated on the route to
British imperial possessions in Asia. In pursuance
of this policy, the Sheikh of Kuwait and other tribal
chiefs in the area were induced, by bribery and
threat, to conclude numerous protectorate agree-
ments with the British representatives in the Guif,

265, The case of Kuwait is especially noteworthy
because of the macabre circumstances which pre~
ceded the conclusion of the agreement. Sheikh Mu-
barek, the grandfather of the presentSheikh of Kuwait,
usurped the sheikhdom from his two brothers when
he murdered them in cold blood in 1896, Fearful of
vengeance and desperate to maintain his position, he
concluded, in 1899, a secret agreement, by which he
undertook not to make any territorial changes in
Kuwait without the prior consent of the British
Government.

266. This secret agreement was entirely illegal be-
cause the Sheikh of Kuwait had no rigit to enfer into
any international undertakings, since ' was no more
than an administrative official of the Ottoman Empire
and was under the direct authority of the Governor of
Basrah in Iraq.

267, Dﬁring this century, Britain developed new in-

- terests in the Arabian Gulf. The achievement of in=

et o

dependence . by India, Pakistan, Burma and other

———

former British possessions in Asia changed the
character of British strategic interests inthe Arabiap
Gulf. It was no longer a question of defending the
route to India, but rather of maintaining bases in the
Arab world to strike at any liberation movement
which threatened British interests in the area. Byt
the greatest interest of Britain in Kuwait and the
Arzbian Gulf in general is oil. British financial in-
terests own half the concession in Kuwait and their
share of the net: profits total about $250 million
yearly. The Sheikh of Kuwait receives revenues of
more than $400 million a year, of which about $150
million are invested yearly in London, particulariy in
British Treasury bonds. It is estimated that the tota]
of these investments has now exceeded $1 billion.

268. This should give us some idea why the British
are such staunch and enthusiastic defenders of the
Sheikh. The so=called independence given to Kuwait
in June 1961 must, therefore, be viewed against the
background of the vast oil interests of Britain.

269. Kuwait has always been considered an inte-
gral part of Iraq. It is not, and has never been, an
independent State. It has none. of the normal pre-
requisites of statehood. Besides some oil wells and
thousands of acres of barren desert, there is 2 small
town with a population of about 250,000, most of whom
are considered by the Sheikh himself tobe foreigners.
This is the so=-called "independent State of Kuwait",

270. Had it not been for the oil production of Kuwait
and the fabulous profits derived therefrom by British

. and other Western financial interests, Britain would

never have thought of giving the Sheikh of Kuwait this
so=called independence. In fact, I was somewhat sur-
prised to hear the Minister of State of the United
Kingdom referring to the "Kingdom of Kuwait", I
wonder whether the British Government is now think=

~ ing: of placing a crown on the head of the Sheikh as a-

reward for the services he has rendered to Britain?

271. Is it conceivable that the Sheikh and other petty
feudal rulers in the Arabian Gulf, who only yesterday
were paid agents of the British Government, should
in this day and age be allowed to pose as heads of
independent States?

272, The Sheikh of Kuwait is supported by the British
solely for the purpose of maintaining British military,
political and economic domination over Kuwait and

-the Arabian Gulf area as a whole.

273. The agreement of 19 June 19261, which is in
reality an exchange of letters between the British
Resident and the Sheikh, gives Britain unlimited
rights in Kuwait. British troops may be called into
Kuwait at any time. The provision that this will only )
be done at the request of the Sheikh should mislead
no one. Britain can, whenever it wishes, suggest to
the Sheikh that he call for military assistance, and it -
is very unlikely that the Sheikh, who is a creature of
the British, would ever ignore these suggestions or
disobey Br1t1sh orders. He himself has recently said
that the withdrawal of British troops will in no way
alter or affect his relations with Britain as defined
by the 1961 agreement. In fact, these troops, if they
are ever going to be withdrawn from Kuwait, will
probably go to neighbouring sheikhdoms such as
Bahrein, where they will be ready to return to Kuwait
whenever the Sheikh is ordered by the British Resi~
dent to ask for their intervention. Besides violating
the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Iraq, of

-which Kuwait is an integral part, the 1961 agreement
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constitutes a serious threat to Iraq's security and
independence. Kuwait is nothing more than a British
base to be used at will against Iraq and any other
Arab country whenever the British Government feels
its political and economic hegemony threatened.

274, These are some of the facts surrounding the
Kuwait situation, and my delegation will be in a posi=
tion to expound them more fully, as well as other
agpects of the imperialist presence of Britain in the
Arabian Peninsula, in the course of the consideration

of colonial problems during thls session of the Gen-

eral Assembly.
275, The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I

call upon the representative of the United States of

America, who wishes to exercise his right of reply.
276, Mr. STEVENSON (United States of America): In

the speech which the representative of Cuba made

here this afternoon, he has added another to the in=-
~ cessant attacks against the United States which have
characterized the Castro régime from its inception.
I would have preferred not * ‘ake up the Assembly's
time with a renewal of i, ublic argument, but the
remarks of the Cuban representative have obliged me
to claim my right of reply to at least a few of his
charges—the balance will be dealt' with at the proper
time and place. '

277, First, Mr. Roa has charged that the United

tates was guilty of aggression against Cuba in April
1961 The Cuban Foreign Minister seems to héld the
comiunist belief that repetition establishes validity.
The General Assembly considered the same charge
at its last session and adopted aresolution[1616 (XV)]
exhorting all Member States "o take such peaceful

action as is open to them to remove existing ten~-.

siong", Has Cuba heeded this resolution, or has

American peaceful patience been answered by the °

" same violent and continuous attacks?

278. In the next place, the Cuban representative has
declared that the United States is planning interven-
tion and aggression againsi Cuka. The United States
is not planmng any intervention or aggression against
+ Cuba, We, in this country, have a deep and a legiti=-
mate interest in what goes on in Cuba. Cuba is very
near to us, and sixty years of close, friendly and
~heneficial relations bind the pecples of the two coun=-
tries together.

279, If there is any threat to the Cuban Government
today, it comes not from the United States but from
the Cuban people, who will not tolerate indefinitely
the repression to which they are now subjected But
we have faith that the Cuban people, in the normal,
the inexorable, unfolding of history, will themselves
correct in]ustme in their country.

280, Another charge made by Mr. Roa was that the
United States is plotting to wipe out the leaders of the
Castro Government. In reply to that repulsive accusa=-
- tion, I would only say that it is ridiculous and tha,
little as the United States likes Fidel Castro and hlS
associates, it abhors assassination as a means of
-accomplishing political objectives.

281. Then Mr. Roa made the familiar charge that
Puerto Rico is & colony of the United States. The
fact is that Puerto Ricans are citizens of the United
States, who have freely chosen their present Com-
monwealth. In 1953 the General Agsembly approved a

finding that Puerto Rico had ceased to be a Non~Self-
hoverning Terrxtory., A year ago, similar attacks

promiﬁted the Governor of Puerto Rico, Luis Mufioz
Marin, to send a message to the President of the
General Assembly and all Members of the United
Nations, in which he said, in part: %

"The peOple of Puerto Rico are a se]f-govermng
people freely associated to the United States of
America on the basis of mutual consent and respect.

"The United Nations General Assembly, by resolu-
tion of November 1953, has solemnly recognized
that the people of Puerto Rico effectwely exercised

“their right to self-determination in establishing the

Commonwealth as an autonomous political entity in

a mutually agreed association withthe Un}ted States.

"In further regard to the principle of self-de-
termination, the Commonwealth Legislative Assem=
bly has approved this very year a law authorizing
another vote on Puerto Rico's status whenever 10
per cent of the electors request it." [A/4519.]

282, I cannot conclude without mentioning that from
Mr. Roa's remarks it might be inferred that the
United States opposed.the movement which brought
Mr. Castro to power. Far from it. We did our best
to adhere to the same principle of non~intervention
which Mr. Roa now so loudly invokes. At the same
time, we followed our immemorial practice of grant=
ing p011t1ca1 asylum in the United States to refugees
from the Batista drctatorshlp. Among the refugees
who enjoyed asylum here in this country was Mr. .
Castro himself. In fact, he organized and equipped
his expeditionary force to a great extent on our

shores. He was not in those days such an ardent .

advocate of non-intervention, But we are familiar
with Mr. Roa's agility: he has conveniently forgotten

all that. When Mr. Castro and his comrades in arms,
came to power, they had the widespread support and

"good wishes of the American people, and prompt

recoguition from the United States Government. Mr.
Castro came\to the United States three months later
and was corginlly received. Nevertheless, he chose

‘to turn oxu this country, to appoint us as his chief

enemy 4nd whipping=boy for all calamities, and to
betray his promises to the Cuban people by stamping
out political opposition, by stifling the free Press, by
delivering the economy and military affairs of his
country into the hands of the Soviet Union, by banning
all political parties except the Communist, and by
driving into exile every Cuban who cr1t1c1zed those
steps.

283. It is small wonder that Cubans, deprived of
their elementary human rights, continue to flee by the
thousands from their beautiful island to find refuge
in the United States and other hosgpitable and free
countries. And this exodus goes.on despite Castro's
efforts to make the departure of the refugees more
difficult. - Only today the Press reports that the
Government in Cuba has ruled that any Cuban who
leaves for the United States and remains abroad for
tweniy=nine days automatm'\l‘l" loses everything he
owns. ‘

284, Here is a country Wnose new leaders, after
seizinyg power nearly three years ago, set out to lead
the whole Western-Hemisphere to political, social
and economic reform. Instead, they have led their
own country into political and social reaction and
economic chaos. Meanwhile, the United States, which
they have sought to portray as the chief enemy of
their progress, has joined with the rest of the hemis-
phere in a mighty Alliance for Progress {<i build the -
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social and economic foundations of democracy for all
the peoples of this hemisphere. We look to the day
when the Republic of - Cuba, with whose people we in
the United States have so many enduring ties of
friendship, can join the rest of us in the hemispheric
march to freedom and progress.

285. The PRESIDENT (translated from French): I
call upon the representative of .Spain, who wishes to
exercise his right of reply.

286. Mr. DE LEQUERICA (Spain) (translated from
Spanish): I realize that this is hardly the time for

- historical—and legal explanations of the sort into

which I might be drawn by the Moroccan representa-
tive's masterly intervention. His speech was couched
in moderate and magnanimous terms and I must reply
very briefly in the same way, taking up only a few of
the points to which he referred.

287. For example, and this is what interests me
most, he inentioned the names of Ceuta and Melilla.
It is not altogether clear to me what he wanted to say
about these two towns. Perhaps if I were to reflect
and read the text of his speech I might understand
better; he seemed, however, to fear that the example
of France's attitude in separating Mauritania from
Morocco might prove attractive to some circles in
the Spanish- capital. He said that to all intents and
purposes this is being done, in any event for the
towns of Ceuta and Melilla, etc. :

288. What is happening in Ceuta and Melilla needs
no recent example. For innumerable centuries these
two Spanish towns have been part of the national com~
munity. They are two towns which belong to Spanish
provinces and which have a fairly large population.
Ceuta has 77,000 Christian inhabitants and 13,000
Moslem inhabitants, and belongs to the province of
Cadiz. Melilla is a town of the province of Malaga,
with 85,000 Christian inhabitants and 7,000 Moslems.

289, I had a great many figures on this subject,
which 1 gave last year. The moderation with which
the representative of Morocco avoided saying any-
thing to contradict these manifest facts—and I should
like to pay a tribute to him, for this shows his good
will and his ability-relieves me of the necessity of
going once again into the history of Ceuta and Melilla,
that goes back to the Roman Empire, and the Visi=
gothic' Empiye, which occupy so much of Spanish
history.

290. As a deputy I was often in Parliament with the
deputies {rom Ceuta and Melilla in the remote days
of my youth. This is far from being a problem of the
present day and I must say again that I liked the
elegantly eyasive way in which the Moroccan repre-

" sentative dgalt with it.

291. Anything else, of course, would have elicited,
as it did last wear, a respectful protest from the
Spanishb: delegatmn -in which, although this may sur-
prise some representatives, we would have associated
ourselves with the theory—as I said at the time,
establighed by the Soviet delegation with real dex=—
tarity—~that woy attempt $o impair tlie unity of coun-
trigs whick are Members 5 the United Nations and

under the, gmaramee of its Charter is inadmissible

and must call for dué protest and actionby the Presi=

dent of the Aasembly‘ The interpretation seemed
’ &aifm"vxdent and a8t theb time 1 stated it before the
- previous Fi senident,

C292, 1 would refar-also to paragraph 6 of General
: Assemb & rescmtaon 15‘&4 (A'V), the terms of which,

which I accept, are as follows: "Any attempt aimed
at the partial or total disruption of the national unity
and the territorial integrity of a country is incompati«~.
ble with the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations".

293. I have no need to tell the Assembly, which
knows its geography and includes representatives of
many island countries and some which aretrue archi-
pelago/s-I am thinking of Indonesia-=that the sea does
not seéparate countries but rather unites them. We
are not separated but united to North Africa by a

branch of the sea some eight miles wide. A French

writer once said that Africa began at the Pyrenees,
This classification does us great honour, but the fact
is that 3pain has always continued 1nto an Afrlcan
Spain on the other side of the Straits.

294, The representatwe of Morocco also spoke—
again I say with moderation and good taste—of the
Spanish Sahara and Ifni. Here again, why should we
become embroiled in legal and historical discussions.
Moreover, conversations are still going on between

the Spanish Government and the Moroccan Govern=
ment, conducted, I believe, with moderation and in

full knowledge of the facts.

295. I shall begin by éa.ying that this Spanish co-
lonialism is not really a very serious matter. I have

-noticed an advertisement in the newspapers for a

"Three=penny Opera", apparently a minor work which
I have not seen. I would venture to say that this
Spanish colonialism is a "three-penny colonialism™".
Do the representatives here know how many people
there are in the so-called Spanish Sahara? Seventeen
thousand. Ifni has some 47,000 inhabitants, 4,000 of
whom are white. Clearly, then, this is hardly a
monstrous adventure in colonization and foreign

dominion.

296. I would point out, furthermore, that the historic
presence of Spanish citizens on the west coast of
Africa, not subject to the sovereignty of any other
country and devoting themselves largely to fishing,

goes back a very long way and has been confirmed

by international law. I should also like to mention—
and I want to stress this point—tkat the rulers of
Morocco have recognized on repeated occasions that
their sovereignty does not extend to the coasts of the
present Spanish province of the’Sahara. These terri-
tories were conquered in the Middle Ages, not by the
Sultans of Morocco, who did not exist at the time, but
by the countries to the south of Morocco, by the
Almoravides and the Almohades, who could still lay
claim to better rights over those territories than
those which are so often cited by Morocco. Since they
also invaded a part of the Iberian peninsula, they
might even claim various Andalusian provinces from
us on these same vague historical and genealegical
groundss

297. 1 'would say the same in regard to Ifni. As in
the case of the Spanish Sahara, the presence of
Spanish citizens in these provinces goes back very
far indeed. The rights of Spain have been recognized
by the Sultans cf Morocco in various treaties, which

could be brought forward as evidence if a discussion_

on this subject were to arise. I shall only draw atten-
tion to one mistake that the distinguished representa=

time of Morocco made when he said that in 1957 fhere °

o}

.

a8 a real armed conflict between the people of Ifni ¢ (

fmd the Spanish military authorities, That is not true.

They were foreign hordes which invaded the territory ‘
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und provoked these incidents—and I think this has
peen officially recognized in our conversations.

998, 1 repeat that this "three-penny colonialism",
adequately disposed of—briefly and with moderation—
py the distinguished representative of Morocco, is
not worthy of your attention. To Spain, Morocco has
always been and still is a country to which we are
pound by a-thousand ties of history and affection.

299, I should like to recall a few words spoken on
the occasion of his visit {o Tetuan on 12 June 1956 by
the then Crown Prince of Mcrocco, who is now, after
—ihe sad death of his unforgettable father, that coun-
try's King. The Crown Prince said, and I respectfully
quote his own words: "The men and women, the old

people and young children of Morocco will never for=-
get the part played by Spain and the great service
which it did to His Majesty the Sultan and to Morocco
in those difficult days when persecution was rife and
justice was being trampled underfoot. Those actions
were no more than a reflection of the nobility and
sense of honour of the Spanish people. They sowed
the seeds of love and sincere affection and of that
unbreakable friendship between Morocco and Spain
which will redound so greatly to the good of both
countries. I shall end by saying long live Spain, long
live Morocco!® I, too, will close with the Crown
Prince's words. '

The meeting rose at 7.10 p.m,
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