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Chapter T

DECISIONS OF THE CONFERENCE

1. At its 20th and 21st (closing) plenary meetings the Conference adopted the
Programme of Action (sect. A below) and the resolutions and decision (sect. B

below) the text of which is set out in this chapter.
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Part One: Background and framework

INTRCDUCTION

A, legislative mandates

1. The mandates for the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the Uniteq
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace are as follows:

(a) General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, in which the
Assembly decided that in 1980, at the mid-point of the Decade, a world conference
would be convened to review and evaluate progress made in implementing the
recommendations of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, held iy
1975. and to readjust programmes for the second half of the Decade in the light of
new data and research;

(b) TEconomic and Social Council resolution 2062 (LXII) of 12 May 1977, in
which the Council requested the Secretary-General to prepare for the consideration
of the Commission on the Status of Women, at its twenty-eighth session, a report
outlining a programme of concrete action for the second half of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace;

(c) Ceneral Assembly resolution 33/185 of 29 January 1979, in vhich the
Assembly decided upon the subtheme, "Employment, Health and Education', for the
World Conference and recommended that the Conference should place emphasis on
elaborating action-oriented plans for integrating women into the developmental
process, particularly by promoting economic activities and employment opportunities
on an equal footing with men, through,K inter alia, the provision of adequate health
and educational facilities;

(d) General Assembly resolution 33/191 of 29 January 1979 by which it was
decided that the Vorld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace would be held in Copenhagen.

B. Objectives of the United Nations Decade for
Vlomen: Equality, Development and Peace

2. In 1975, International Women's Year, a World Conference was held in Mexico City
which adopted the World Plan of Action for the United Nations Decade for Vomen:
Equality, Development and Peace, 1976-1985, and the Declaration on the Equality of
Tomen and their Contribution to Development and Peace. The principles and
objectives proclaimed at the Mexico City Conference for the Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace are still relevant today and constitute the basis
of action for the Decade. They were further reaffirmed by a number of United
Nations regional, sectoral and international meetings as well as by the social ?nd
economic recommendations of the Conference of Non-Alisned and Developing Countries
on the Role of VWomen in Development held in Daghdad in May 1979, which were endorsed
by the sixth summit of Heads of State and Government of Non-Aligned Countries.

3. Equality is here interpreted as meaning not only legal equality, the
elimination of de jure discrimination, but also equality of rights, responsibilities
and opportunities for the participation of women in development, both as

beneficiaries and as active agents. The issue of inequality as it affects the vast
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majority of women of the world is closely related to the problem of underdevelovbment
vhich exists mainly as & result of unjust international economic relstions. The
attainment of equality pre-supposes equality of access to resources and the power

to participate equally and effectively in their allocation and in decision-making

at various levels. Accordingly, it should be recognized that the attainment of
equality by women long disadvantaged may demand compensatory activities to correct
accumulated injustices. The joint responsibility of men and women for the welfare
of the family in general and the care of their children in particular should Le
reaffirmed.

4. Development is here interpreted to mean total development, including
development in the political, economic, social, cultural and other dimensions of
humen life, as also the development of economic and other material resources and
also the physical, moral, intellectual and cultural growth of the human person.

The improvement of the status of women requires action at the national and local
levels and within the family. It also requires a change in the attitudes and roles
of both men and women. Women's development should not only be viewed as an issue
in social development but should be seen as an essential component in every
dimension of development. To improve the status of women and their role in the
process of development, such development should be an integral part of the global
project for the establishment of a New International Economic Order based on equity,
sovereign equality, interdependence, common interest and co-operation among all
States.

5. Vithout peace and stability there can be no development. Peace is thus a
prerequisite to development. Moreover, peace will not be lasting without
development and the elimination of inequalities and discrimination at all levels.
Equality of participation in the development of friendly relations and co-operation
among States will contribute to the strengthening of peace, to the development of
women themselves and to equality of rights at all levels and in all spheres of life,
as well as to the struggle to eliminate imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism.
zionism, racism, racial discrimination, apartheid, hegemonism, and foreign
occupation, domination and oppression as well as full respect for the dignity of
the peoples and their right to self-determination and independence without foreign
interference or intervention and to promote guarantees of fundamental freedoms and

human rights.

C. WNature and scope of the Programme of Action

6. In compliance with the mandates given above, the present Programme of Action
has been drawn up for the second half of the Decade, 1980-1985, to promote the
attainment of the three objectives of equality, development and peace, with special
emphasis on the subtheme - namely, employment, health and education - as significant
components of development, taking into account that human resources cannot achieve
their full potential without integrated socio-economic development. The Programme
aims at strengthening comprehensive and effective strategies to remove obstacles
and constraints on women's full and equal participation in development, including
actions to solve the problems of underdevelopment and of the socio-economic
structure which places women in an inferior position and to increase their
contribution to the strengthening of world peace.

T. The following Programme of Action, formulated at the mid-point of the Decade,
recognizes that considerable efforts have been made by the majority of countries

~5-



in furtherance of the objectives of the Decade, but that progress has been
insufficient to bring about the desired quantitative or qualitative improvements
in the status of women. On the assumption that the three main objectives of the
Decade - Equality, Development and Peace - are closely interlinked with one
ancther, the purpose of this Programme of Action is to refine and strengthen
practical measures for advancing the status of women, and to ensure that women's
concerns are taken into account in the formulation and implementation of the
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade.

8. The present Programme focuses on ensuring women's increased participation

in the realization of the objectives of the World Plan of Action. The
recommendations seek to indicate the interrelated nature of actions that need to
be taken simultaneously on several fronts such as those related to world economic
issues for the International Development Strategies for the Third United Nations
Development Decade and the implementation of the Programme of Action for the
Establishment of the New International Economic Order thus elaborating the approach
adopted in the World Plan of Action. In particular, the World Plan of Action gives
high priority to improving the conditions of the most disadvantaged groups of
women - especially the rural and urban poor and the vast group of women workers

in the tertiary sector. This Programme gives high priority to improving the
conditions of the most disadvantaged groups of women, particularly those
disadvantaged because of socio-economic and historic conditions, with emphasis on
rural and urban poor and on the subtheme: employment, education and health. An
attempt has also been made to recommend practical measures to be incorporated in
all aspects of the development of society.

9. Although the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives
of the International Women's Year 1/ already contains a comprehensive list of
measures necessary to achieve those objectives, it is evident, and has been
further borne out by the review of progress made over the past five years, that
they cennot be achieved in such a short span of time and that periodic reviews are
needed to strengthen the strategies and objectives of the Plan in line with major
world developments. Therefore, the possibility of a second decade could be
envisaged for the period 1985-1995, The recommendation to hold another conference
in 1985 has already been made by two of the regional preparatory meetings - those
of the Economic Commission for Western Asia and the Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific,

1/ See Report of the World Conference on International Women's Year, Mexico
City, 19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.1V.1,
document E/CONF.66/34, chap. II, sect. A.
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I. HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

A. The roots of inequality of women: the problems of
development and equality of participation of women
and men in development

10. The causes of the inequality between women and men are directly linked with &
complex historical process. The inequality also derives from political, economic,
social and cultural factors. The form in which this inequality manifests ijitself

is as varied as the economic, social and cultural conditions of the world community.

11. Throughout history and in many societies women have been sharing similaer
experiences. One of the basic factors causing the unequal share of wcmen in
development relates to the division of labour between the sexes. This division of
labour has been justified on the basis of the childbearing function of women, which
is inherent in womanhood. Consequently, the distribution of tasks and
responsibilities of women and men in society has mainly restricted women to the
domestic sphere and has unduly burdened them. As a result, women have often been
regarded and treated as inferior and unequal in their activities outside the
domestic sphere and have suffered violations of their human rights. They have been
given only limited access to resources and participation in all spheres of life,
notably in decision-making, end in many instances institutionalized inequality in
the status of women and men has also resulted.

12. The inequality of women in most countries stems to a very large extent from
mass poverty and generael backwardness of the majority of the world's population
caused by underdevelopment which is & product of imperielism, colonialism,
neo-colonialism and also of unjust international economic relations. The
unfavoursble status of women is aggravated in many countries, developed and
underdeveloped, by de facto discrimination on the grounds of sex. 2/

13. It can be argued thet the predominant economic analyses of labour and capitsel
insufficiently trace the linkages between production systems in world economics and
vomen's work as producers and reproducers; nor is the subJection, exploitation,
oppression and domination of women by men, sufficiently explained in history.

Vomen are not simply discriminated against by the productive systems, but subject to
the discrimination that arises by virtue of being the reproductive force.

1k, While women's childbearing function and their traditional nurturing roles are
respected, in many countries there has been little recognition of women's actual or
potential contribution to economic activity. The role of women within the family,
combined with a high level of unemployment and underemployment of the population

in general, often results in priority being given to the employment of men in
economic activities outside the family household.

15. These cumulstive processes of discrimination within and outside the family
characterize the dual oppression that women suffer on the basis of their sex and

g/ Which in a group of countries is called sexism.

T~



social class. Poverty and underdevelopment have sharpened and continue to sharpen
these inequities.

16. The effects of these long-term cumulative processes of discrimination have
been accentuated by under-development and are strikingly apparent in the present
world profile of women: while they represent 50 per cent of the world adult
population and one third of the official labour force, they perform nearly two
thirds of all working hours, receive only one tenth of the world income and own
less than 1 per cent of world property.

B. Review of progress achieved in the first half
of the Decade: lessons for the future

17. The review and appraisal of progress achieved during the past five years
indicates that the integration of women into development has been formally accepted
by most Govermments as a desirgble planning objective. Many countries have made
significant efforts, undertaken a number of activities and measures and established
institutional and administrative mechanisms to integrate women in development.

18. The accomplishments of the first half of the Decade include sensitizing
planners and decision-makers to women's needs and problems, conducting research and
building a data base on women, and promoting legislation safeguarding women's
rights. However, with the general exception of the countries with advanced social
services, serious problems, such ag inadequate allocation of financial resources,
lack of skilled personnel, and so on, continue to exist in many countries. This
constraint is to a considerable extent - especially in developing countries - due
to the general economic problems, such as scarcity of resources and/or
under-utilization of existing resources. In many cases it reflects the priority
Governments accord to issues concerning women. Another major constraint facing such
mechanisms is their limited mandates. Thus, several existing mechanisms do not have
strong executive and implementing authority. Similarly, the terms of reference
given to such mechanisms tend to restrict them to welfare activities traditionally
associated with women and thereby reinforcing stereotyping of women's roles and
attitudinal prejudices. The sensitizing task of these special mechanisms has, &s
vet, insufficiently resulted in an actual integration into policy planning and
implementation by Goverrments and international organizations of the question of
sharing all responsibilities between the sexes.

19, The review of legislative enactments and provisions reveals that s significant
number of Governments reported new constitutional and legislative provisions which
guarantee or promote equal rights of women and men. However, legislative provisions
are not always matched by adequate enforcement measures and machinery. In many
countries specific measures have been taken to redress past discrimination and to
promote equal opportunities for women, especially in the fields of education and
employment.

in establishing national machineries, while achievements in the subtheme areas of
education, health and employment are impressive., In many countries, new
legislation has ensured the legal rights of women in social, economic and political
aspects of national life., The percentage of women in positions of policy .
formulation has increased significantly. Women have joined the labour force in

1
|
20. In the developed market-economy countries significant progress has been made ‘
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increasing numbers; enrolments have achieved parity in secondary, university and
graduate education in many nations, and expansion of primary health cere has
reached most rural areas of the various market-economy countries. Current studies
on work of comparable value, occupational segregation and valuation of household
work are positive signs of further progress in the second half of the Decade.
Acknowledgement of the double burden has enabled women and men to move forward to
challenge existing stereotypes and to develop social programmes aimed at effecting
full equality of women and men.

21. In the developing countries, despite their resource constraints and the
adverse effect of the world economic structure and the world economic situation,
initiatives have been taken for integrating women into development, including the
establishment of national machineries and legislative enactments and efforts to
overcome prejudices against women. The economic contribution of rural women to
agriculture and national development is increasingly being recognized in national
and rural development plans and policies. Research and studies have been undertaken
to identify the critical needs of women and to formulate and implement programmes
and projects for them. In many developing countries efforts have been made in the
public sector to increase the participatién of women and representation at the
decision-making levels. There has been an increase in the enrolment of girls in
educational institutions at different levels, an increase in the availebility of
health care to women and efforts have been made to improve the work conditions and
the employment needs of women.

22. In the countries with centrally planned economies a further advancement of
vomen took place in various fields. Women in those countries actively participated
in social and economic development and in all other fields of public life of their
countries, including the active struggle for peace, disarmement, détente and
international co-operation. A high level of employment, health, education and
political participation of women was achieved in countries with centrally planned
economies, in which national mechanisms are already in existence with adequate
financial allocations and sufficient skilled personnel.

23, Women in all countries love peace and women all over the world have conducted
active struggles for peace, disarmament, détente and international co~operation
against foreign aggression and all forms of foreign domination and hegemony. Women
have played and can play an active role at the national and international level to
strive for détente and to make it a continuing and universal process of an
all-embracing scope so that the goals of the Decade might be achieved.

24, The review and appraisal of progress achieved during the past five years
indicates that in many countries the situation of women in the so-called

"backward” sectors has worsened. In particular, it has worsened with respect to
the conditions of employment and education for women in the rural and the so-called
marginal urban sectors. In many countries the actual number of female illiterates
is inecreasing. In fact, illiteracy rates for the female population appear to have
increased and are projected to increase in several countries. In terms of the
percentage of enrolment that women constitute of the total enrolment, at the first,
second and third levels of education, progress in the participation of women has
been made in most countries; however, declines have been reported by several in
female participation at the second level. It appears that, in many countries, only
in the higher and middle socio-economic strata did women gain some significant
increases in educational opportunities. However, this improvement has not been
followed by a parallel increase in levels of employment, even in certain developed
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countries and in those developing countries with higher inAuctrialization rates.
In employment, there is evidence of increasing numbers of women being fTurced into
unemployment or being transferred outside the formal sectors of the economy into
the peripheral labour market in the developed countries and into the informal
sectors of subsistence agriculture, handicrafts, and so on. This move from the
formal to the informal market is evidenced by estimates of the International Labour
Organisation and projections for over-all activity rates in the economies of the
developing countries.

25. In many instances, transfer of inappropriate technology has worsened the
employment and health conditions of women; displacement of labour occurs, and
foreign models of consuuption accompany such transfer. In certain large industries,
some of them operated by transnational corporations, new discriminatory labour
practices have appeared in both rural and urban areas, while in the urban areas
increases in the employment of women have been largely the result of an increase in
the exploitation of cheap, semi-skilled labour of young and unmarried women, related
to increases in the migration of young women to the cities.

26. In many countries, women have not been integrated into national development
plans. Where special programmes have existed, they have failed for the most part in
achieving significant results, owing to their narrow focus on stereotyped sex roles
which have further increased segregation based on sex.

27. Finally, the current world economic crisis has contributed to the worsening of
the situation of women in general. Women's employment in industries which have high
levels of femsle lsbour has been negatively affected by protectionist measures. In
developing countries the negative impact on women is even greater than in developed
countries.

There have been some significant achievements in the implementation of a
number of recommendations of the World Plan of Action both at the regional and at
global levels in the first half of the Decade. Of particular significance was the
establishment of the Voluntary Fund for the Decade for Women and the preparatory
work leading to the establishment of the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women. A joint interagency programme for the
advancement of women was prepared and regional programmes were implemented in
accordance with the regional plans of action adopted in Mexico. Several United
Nations organizations were involved in these activities, including the United
Nations, regional commissions, UNICEF, UNDP, UNCTAD, UNIDO, UNFPA, ILO, FAO,
UNESCO and WHO. It is apparent that such programmes can be strengthened and that
greater efforts could be made to introduce a more multidisciplinary approach in
these programmes. In a number of conferences held under the auspices of the
United Mations system, linkages were established between women's status and the ;
priority areas of concern, including population, food, water, primary health care, *.
education, rural development and agrarian reform, employment, industrializetion and
over-gll development. |

29, The review of implementation of the objectives of the second United Nations

Development Decade as well as of the progress of negotiations on the establishment
of the New International Economic Order shows that hopes and expectations in {
connexion with the International Development Strategy and establishment of the New !
International Economic Order have not been fulfilled. Instead of a gradual . !
resolution of the world economic situation and encouragement of accelersted economlc
development of developing countries, the crisis in the world economy has become more
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acute. This has affected developing countries in particular and, because of the
real economic and social situation in these countries, it is women who are most
adversely affected. The international development conditions have deteriorated and
become an even more limiting factor for the development of developing countries,
specially restricting the implementation of the objectives of the World Plan of
Action,

30. The lessons for the future to be learnt from this review are many. First, it
proves that any measures for women isolated from the major priorities, strategies
and sectors of development cannot result in any substantial progress toward
attaining the goals of the Decade. Second, legislative and developmental action,
unless accompanied by positive and concerted action to change attitudes and
prejudices, cannot be fully effective. Third, mere provision of egual rights,
development services and opportunities will not, by themselves, help women to benefit
from them without simultaneous special supportive measures, e.g. legal aid,
earmarking of benefits, information and knowledge, institutional innovation etec.

31. The three main objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women - equality,
development and peace - are closely interlinked with one another. Progress towards
any one of these has a beneficial effect on the others. In turn, failure in one
sphere has a negative impact on the others. Since the primary objective of
development is to bring about a sustained improvement in the well-being of the
individual and of society and to bestow benefits on all, development should be seen
not only as a desirable goal in itself but also as a most important means of
maintaining peace and of furthering equality of the sexes. However, the present
world is by no means tranguil and there exist factors detrimental to peace. Women
in some countries are still suffering from wars of aggression.

32, Thus, the universal strengthening of world peace and international security,
struggle against foreign interference, aggression and military occupation, respect
for national independence and sovereignty, the curbing of the arms race, the
achievement of the goals of general and complete disarmament and a reduction of
military budgets, the achievement of détente, the establishment of the New
International Economic Order and increased co-operation among States, on the

basis of equality, will advance the economic, social and cultural development of
countries and the situation of women, while still recognizing their special
Vulnerability. Consequently, it is only under conditions of peace that it is
possible to move forward to the full implementation of the other “wo objectives of
the Decade.

33. In accordance with their obligations under the Charter to maintain peace and
security and to achieve international co-operation in promoting and encouraging
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms, bearing in mind, in this
respect, the right to live in peace, States should help women to participate in
promoting international co-operation for the sake of the preparation of societies
for a life in peace.

34, Similarly, a close relation exists between the world economic situation,
development and the strengthening of international peace and security, disarmament
and a relaxation of international tension. It is imperative that resources
released as a result of disarmament be used for promoting the well-being of all
nations and contribute to bridging the gap between developed and developing
countries, thus increasing favourable conditions for improving the situation of all
nembers of society. In this context particular attention should be given to the
advancement of women and the protection of mother and child.
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35. The lack of progress in the establishment of the New International Economic
Orde? has had a direct effect on the socio~economic situation of women. Recent
studies on the impact of international economic problems on the employment and
working conditions of women show that in fact the adverse ef'fects on the wage
levels and job stability of women are more extensive than on those of men. TFor
example, women are the first to lose their jobs on plantations that produce crops
for export and in the textile, clothing and electronics industries, which are more
sensitive to price fluctuations and to protectionist measures recently introduced
by some developed countries.

36. The realization of all the aims mentioned above would provide new possibilities
for a more intensive promotion of the status of women. An improvement in the
status of women is of over-all national importance, and responsibility for this
rests upon the State and all sectors of society. Such an improvement can be
realized only if it is carried out in accordance with national needs and conditions,
as a sovereign right of each country, without any country imposing its own model.

37. In the traditional and agricultural sectors, the effects of such factors, when
associated with rapid displacement and changes in women's basic tertiary activities
and a lack of appropriate compensatory measures and especially with the lack of
corresponding efforts for the interrated development of rural areas and more
intensive integration of women in such development, are even more detrimental. In
other words, the lack of access to land, credit and financial and technological
resources worsens the impact of rapid displacements in the work activities of women.

38. On the one hand, the recent expansion of capital- and technology-intensive and
large-scale agricultural estates, often operated by transnational corporations,
adversely affects women’s work in basic tertiary activities, such as those related
to small-scale urban, semi-rural and agricultural trade, which are crucial income-
generating activities and are essential for community self-reliance. Indeed, in
many cases this process has actually Jeopardized food production and the
distribution of food and basic subsistence goods. On the other hand, in the modern
sectors of developing economieg, although the expansion of industries operated by
transnational corporations has in certain cases increased employment opportunities
for women, it has nevertheless also brought new problems both for women and for
over-all development. Care should be taken so that the redeployment of industry in
the developing countries is not used as a means of providing a cheap labour force,
especially women, or that the redeployment of obsolete and "dirty" industries

is not carried out in the developing countries. Industrialization should be
carried out in accordance with the over-all national aims, priorities and
aspirations of the developing countries, as a part of a process which will contribute
to the transfer of technology to the developing countries. Women's right to
participate in and benefit from the industrialization process on equal terms with
merni must be secured.

30. 1In fact, there has been some concern about future trends in export oriented
industries and their impact on employment in developing countries. Such industries
are said to be more sensitive to the needs of the international market than to
those of the host countries. Although important for creating employment and _
providing foreign exchange earnings, in other respects their impact on the QOmestlc
econony is minimal, since virtually all their input is imported and all their output
exported. The Governments of host countries seem to view such enterprises, for the
most part, as short run solutions to the problem of generating employment, but for
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B. The interrelationship of the objectives of the United Nations
Decade for Women and the subtheme of the World Conference:
"Employment, Health and Education"

46. The experience of the Decade has clearly revealed that the objectives of
equality and peace cannot be realized without an unequivocal commitment at national,
regional and global levels to women's integration in all aspects of development.
The objective of development, which incorporates the principle of socio~economic
end political equality, is closely related to stability and peace, which is more
than an absence of violence within or between countries, In selecting the subtheme
of the World Conference: employment, health and education, it was recognized that
these interrelated aspects of development are of crucial concern to the advancement
of women. The principles of the right of women to work, to receive equal pay for
work of equal value, to be provided with equal opportunities for training and
education were clearly stated in the World Plan of Action. It was alsoc stressed
that the full participation of women in development required that they should be
given adequate and equitable access to health, nutrition and other social services
including family planning and child care facilities. In all countries there is
need for continuing attention to the implementation of these principles. TFor the
remainder of the Decade, they should be given a high priority in Governments'
planning and programmes. The level of development depends upon international
conditions and national efforts towards integrated development particularly in the
fields of employment, health and education, these being fields of exceptional
significance for the under-developed sectors, of which women constitute the major
segment. In fact, the sectors of employment, health and education, especially for
vomen workers in the agricultursl and industrial sectors of the economy, offer =
stark index of the levels and quality of development in any given country. As
reproducers of the labour force, women's socio-economic and health conditions are
crucial determinants of the prospects for development. Their employment and
educational opportunities not only reflect the extent to which a given society
offers women the possibility to develop their full potential and eliminates
inequalities but also the extent to which countries are meximizing their endogenous
technical and economic resources, especially in times of acute economic crisis which
threaten world stability. The strengthening of regional commissions by adequate
institutional arrangements which would also ensure intersectoral programming and
co~ordination of activities for women is essential. The improvement of linkages
among the organizations of the United Nations system with a view to co-ordinating
impl ementation where there are separate programmes is also essential.
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Part Two: The Programme of Action at the national level

ITIT. NATIONAL TARGETS AND STRATEGIES FOR THE FULL PARTICIPATION OF
WOMEN IN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

A. National strategies for accelerating the full participation
of women in economic and social development

47. The improvement of the status of women requires action at the national, local
and family levels. It also requires a change of men's and women's attitudes
towards their roles and responsibilities in society. The Joint responsibility of
men and women for the welfare of the family in general and the care of their
children in particular should be reaffirmed.

48 . Govermments should explicitly state their firm commitment to accord high
priority to legislative and other measures for accelerating the equal and full
participation of women in economic and social development with a view to eliminating
the existing inequalities between men and women in all sectors.

49, National strategies should as a matter of urgency integrate women into their
efforts towards the New International Economic Order and a new international
development strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade by:

(a) Studying and identifying new areas for national projects that would
accelerate socio-economic growth and at the same time enhance the socio-economic
participation of women by fostering economic and technical co-operation among
countries;

(b) Providing advisory services for accelerating national self-reliance in
co-operation with United Nations organizations; also ensuring that women assist in
determining that technology transfer has a positive impact on the socio-economic
situation and health of women, as well as on their working conditions;

(¢) Providing women in the most disadvantaged sectors of the population with
the ways and means of increasing their access to infrastructure, basic services and
appropriate technology in order to alleviate the heavy workload imposed by the basic
requirements and demands of their families and communities, women should also be
provided with opportunities to gain new skills and with job opportunities in the
construction and maintenance of the above-mentioned services, as well as in other
sectors;

(d) Adopting measures to make equal opportunities for development and
services available to women in rural areas and to women in urban areas by reversing
processes of unequal economic growth, implementing special investment and incentive
programmes in disadvantaged sectors, controlling mechanisms for the transfer of
resources from one sector to another and, where possible, preventing the rural
sector from being impoverished to the advantage of the urban sector.

50. Governments should, where appropriate, design certain special transitional
strategies and establish, compensatory mechanisms aimed at achieving equality of
opportunity in education, employment and health as a means of overcoming existing
inequalities in national administration, the educational system, employment, health
services and the like, it being clearly understood that the special strategies are
designed to correct imbalances and discrimination and will be phased out when such
imbalances and discrimination no longer exist.
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1. National development plans and policies

51. Governments should undertake the following:

(a) The establishment of qualitative and quantitative targets for the second
half of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace;
projections for the planning cycles of 1985-1995 should be made where appropriate,
and reviews conducted in 1985 and 1990. These should especially seek to remove the
gap between the attainments of men and women, between rural and urban women and
between all women in underprivileged population groups, and other women in all
sectors and particularly in the fields of employment, health and education;

(b) Systematic and sustained linking of efforts to integrate women into
national development planning and policies, particularly in the sectors of
employment, education and health, and in the allocation of adequate material,
technical and personnel resources within each sector of national developmemt ;

(c) The establishment of appropriate arrangements for monitoring and
evaluating the extent to which women participate in and benefit from both general
and sectoral develorment programmes. Reliable data should be collected and
technical services provided for periodic reviews of the progress made at all levels
of society in every major sector of the national development programmes; targets
should be established along with the allocation of physical and financial resources
in every development programme, in order to ensure a more just distribution of
benefits to women;

(d) The development and improvement of infrastructural technology, basic
services and incentives, particularly for the rural sectors of the population and
the urban poor; women should be given equal rights of land ownership, equal access
to credit and financing, basic sanitation, safe water and energy resources, and
the skills to maintain and build community self-reliance. Special attention and
additional services should be given to women in the area of health;

(e} Initiate where necessary, as a result of socio-economic conditions,
processes of integral agrarian reform, which will subsequently make it possible to
implement measures for promoting the development of women in rural areas:

(i) To mobilize women, particularly poor women, in rural and urban areas;

(ii) To organize learning and productive activity and access to needed
developmental services and inputs (e.g., education, primary health and
child care, skill development, credit and marketing facilities);

(iii) To organize working women, including those in the unorganized sectors, for
protection against expleoitation, for socio-occupational mobility through
education and training and necessary supportive services for children;

(f) ©Systematic efforts to promote and assist grass-roots level organizations
as one of the instruments of development;

(g) The establishment of incentives and concrete programmes for increasing
the participation of women in decision-making processes at all levels and in =all
spheres of national development;
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(h) Wherever possible time-tables should be established for the achievement
of particular objectives;

(i) Where sppropriate, initiamte consultations between government and
employer and employee organizations as well as community groups to examine and

improve conditions for women workers.

2. National machinery

52. Where it does not exist, national machinery preferably at the highest level of
government, where appropriate, should be established. By natiocnal machinery should
be understood not only the establishment of central institutions at the national
level but furthermore, where appropriate, the establishment of a comprehensive
network of extensions in the form of commissions, offices or pests at different
levels, including the local administrative level because of its better capacity for
dealing with specific local situations, as well as working units in the relevant
branches of administration, in order to ensure the effective implementation of
action programmes ensuring the equality of men and women with a view to:

(a) Upgrading its capacity and role in national development plans;

(b) Achieving a more central location within the existing institutional
arrangements for the formulation and planning of and strict compliance with
policies and programmes and for monitoring their implementation and evaluation;

(c¢) Conceptualizing women's problems in an integrated manner within each
sector of development and at the same time developing effective methodologies,
policies and mechanisms for affirmative action, where appropriate, to ensure an
integrated approach;

(d) Ensuring the full participation of women in measures taken by government
or other agencies.

53. Effective institutional links between national machinery and national planning
units as well as national women's organizations, should be established with a
view to:

(a) Increasing their decision-meking powers;
(b) Increasing their technical, financial and personnel resources;

(c) Advising on new approaches to accelerate the full participation of women
in every sector of the development process, according to national priorities;

Gd()) Drawing up national programmes for women in the priority areas of
employment, health and education so as to make possible their full participation at
the national level. These should also aim at intensifying over-all efforts to
promote technical co-operation among countries and development in the areas of
science and technology, water and energy resources among others, in line with the
strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade and the progremme of action
for the New International Economic Order.
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54, Women should be represented on the basis of equality in all bodies and
institutions dealing with development so as to be able to influence national
policies at their inception - all this with a view to advancing the status of
wvomen and their participation in development.

55. The national machinery should increase the participation of grass-roots
organizations, such as women's and youth associations, rural workers' organizations,
community organizations, religious groups, neighbourhood associations, as well as
trade unions, both in decision-making and in the implementation of projects and in
this regard should serve as a liaison unit between appropriste government agencies
and grass-roots organizations.

56. The national machinery should implement effective programmes aimed at ensuring
that women participate in and benefit from the implementation, at the nationel,
regional and international levels, of the relevant recommendations of such major
conferences as the World Employment Conference, the World Conference on Agrarian
Reform and Rural Development, 3/ the United Nations Conference on Science and
Technology for Development, 4/ and the International Conference on Primary Health
Care. 5/

57T. The national machinery should alsc provide appropriate channels of
communication between women's organizations and other organizations, in order to:

(a) Help women's groups to obtain financial and techmical assistance from
international and bilateral funding sources;

(b) Provide reliable data on the socio-economic and political participation
of women to both governmental and non-governmental organizations, including those
thaet act as formal and non-formal educational agencies, with a view to sensitizing
society to the importance of the contribution to be made by women to development
and informing the public of the obstacles to equality of opportunity.

58. To ensure that the national machinery serves its purpose, it is advisable to
carry out studies and interdisciplinary research on the actual status of women,
drawing on the experience already acquired in some countries with women's studies
programmes.

3. Legislative measures

59. All remaining discriminatory legislative provisions in the sociael, economic and
political spheres and in penal and civil codes should be examined with a view to

3/ See Report of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development
(WCAARD/REP), transmitted to the General Assembly by a note by the Secretary-
General (A/3h/h85)

4/ Report of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Development, Vienna, 20-31 August 1979 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.T9. 121)

2/ Report of the International Conference on Primary Health Care, Alma-Ata,
6-12 September 1978 (UNIDO/IOD.255).
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repealing 811 laws and regulations discriminating against women with regard to
rights concerning nationality, inheritance, the ownership and control of property,
the freedom of movement of married women, the custody of children and the like, or
which inhibit their effective participation in or planning, implementation and
evaluation of economic transactions.

60. Governments should develop programmes to inform women of their legal rights
and should point out ways in which women can use these rights. Where appropriate,
Govermments should establish commissions to assess women's legal rights and the
establishment of priorities for legislative measures and to identify, specify and
classify the necessary legislative measures that have not yet been enacted.

61. In countries where large sections of the population are governed by customary
law, Governments should carry out investigations into the degree of protection or
oppression and amount of discrimination experienced by women under customary law,
in order to deal with or reject such practices by statutory legislation at an
appropriate time.

62. Governments should implement the provisions of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.

63. Procedures should be provided - or, where they already exist, strengthened -
for effectively implementing social legislation, especially that affecting parents.

6L. The protection of the social function of parenthood and of maternity should be
guaranteed in legislation. Both in the public and in the private sector, the
definition of maternity leave should be understood to be the period which is
required by expectant mothers for the protection of their health before childbirth
and by mothers for the recovery of their health after childbirth. Recognizing that
the raising of children is a Joint responsibility of parents and the community at
large, efforts should be made to provide for parental leave, available to either
parent.

65. Legislation should also be enacted and implemented in order to prevent domestic
and sexual violence against women. All appropriate measures, including legislative
ones, should be taken to allow victims to be fairly treated in all criminal
procedures.

66. Fducational and informational programmes on the socio-~economic implications of
laws should be launched smong various professional groups, especially the legal and
judicial professions, in order to prevent, where possible, the law from beins
applied inequitably.

67. Programmes of counselling and legal aid should be developed and implemented to
enable women, especially those in the disadvantaged sectors, to have effective
protection through legislation. Broad programmes to publicize legislation should
also be implemented to make women and, in particular, those in the poorest sectors
avare of their rights and obligations and of the institutional guarantees therefor.

68. The necessary steps should be taken to ratify or accede to all international
instruments of the United Nations and its specialized agencies that deal with
women's rights, in particular the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women. Those affecting the poor, such as those concerning
the rights of rural and agricultural women workers, are particularly important.
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L. Part@c%pat%on @n the political and other decision-making processes, and
participation in efforts to promote international co-operation and strengthen
peace

Participation in the political and other decision-making processes

69. Every effort should be made to enact, before the end of the Decade,
legislation guaranteeing women the right to vote, to be eligible for election or
appointment to public office and to exercise public functions on equal terms with
men, wherever such legislation does not already exist. In particular, political
parties should be encouraged to nominate women candidates to positions that give
them the possibility equally with men to be elected.

70. Governments and the organizations concerned should foster knowledge of civil
and political rights, promote and encourage political organizations which carry out
programmes involving the participation of women and implement broad programmes for
the training of political officials.

71. Governments and political parties should, where appropriate, establish goals,
strategies and time-tables and undertake special activities for increasing, by
certain percentages, the number of women in elective and appointive public offices
and public functions at all levels, in order that women should be equitably
represented.

72. Special governmental instructions should be issued for achieving equitable
representation of women in the different branches of Government and in departments
at the national, state and local levels. BSpecial activities should be undertaken

to increase the recruitment, nomination and promotion of women, especially to
decision-making and policy-making positions, by publicizing posts more widaly,
increasing upward mobility and so on, until equitable representation of women is
achieved. Reports should be compiled periodically on the numbers of women in public
service and the levels of responsibility in their areas of work.

73. Vomen should be equitably represented at all levels, especially the senior
levels, in delegations to international bodies, conferences and committees dealing
with political, economic and legal questions, disarmement and other similar issues.
Governments should encourage and support increased employment of women at all

levels, technical and professional, in the Secretariat of the United Nations and its

subsidiary organs and specialized agencies.

T4. Uhere special qualifications for holding public office are required, they
should apply to both sexes equally and should relate only to the expertise necessary
for performing the specific functions of the office.

75. Special attention should be given to ensuring that formal or informal

practices which result in de facto discrimination against women in the selection of
candidates for political office or in their exclusion from formal decision-making,
particularly in bodies such as public councils, boards or informal committees,
should be eliminated.

“D]-



Participation of women in efforts to promote international co-operation and
strengthen peace

76. Women of the entire world should participate in the broadest way in the
stiuggle to strengthen international peace and security, to broaden international
go—opera‘tion and develop friendly relations among nations, to achieve détente in
international relations and disarmament, to establish a new economic order in
international relations, to promote guarantees of fundamental freedoms and human
rights, and in the struggle against colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, apartheid,
foreign domination, foreign oppression, foreign occupation. High priority should
be given to providing training and educational opportunities at all levels. These
might include university or college courses, lectures on international affairs,
panel discussions, conferences, seminars and other educational activities.

T7. Solidarity campaigns with women struggling against colonialism,
neo-colonialism, racism, racial discrimination and apartheid and for national
independence and liberation should be intensified; such women should receive all
possible assistance, including support from agencies of the United Nations system
as well as other organizations.

78. The efforts of intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to
strengthen international peace and security should be intensified in every way. The
active participation of women in the activities of such organizations should be
supported. Exchanges between the national organizations of different countries in
favour of international co-operation and the strengthening of peace should be
promoted.

T9. Intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations should examine more
comprehensively the consequences of disarmament for social and economic development
in general and for improving the status of women in particular. The results of such
studies should be made available to as many women and men as possible and must be
given practical effect.

80. 1In view of the importance of eliminating international inequities,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations should continue to study the
impact of the activities of transnational corporations on the status of women and
to make use of the results of such studies in practical programmes.

81. Govermments should also be made aware of the results of such studies so that
they realize and prevent the negative effects on the status of women which are
caused by the activities of transnational corporations, as is the case in South
Africa where transnational corporations sustain the system of apartheid by their
investments.

82. Support should be provided by all women of the world in proclaiming solidarity
with and support for the Palestinian women and people in their struggle for their
fundamental rights. Moral and material assistance should be extended by the United
Nations system to help Palestinian women. Specific programmes and projects should
be carried out to fulfil that aim.
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5. Measures relating to education and the dissemination of information

83. Independent organizations, including women's organizations at the national,
regional and international levels, should study the ways in which the mass
comunications media, including the news media and advertising, treat the status of
women and women's issues. Evidence that women are being treated in a sexist or
demeaning way should be brought to the attention of the medias concerned for
correction.

84, Every effort should be made to encourage the fullest and most active
participation of women at all levels of policy-making and decision-making within
media organizations. Governments should use the opportunities they have by way of
appointments to regulatory bodies and broadcasting networks to ensure that women
are equally represented in senior decision-making.

85. Special efforts, for example, training programmes to sensitize media personnel
st all levels, should be made to ensure that women are portrayed as persons in their
own right and that the portrayal of women and women's issues reflects women's
rights, needs and interests.

86. Educational programmes and campaigns using the media should be instituted in
order to eliminate prejudices and traditional attitudes that limit the full
rarticipation of women in society. Such campaigns should also inform women and men
of their rights and ways of exercising them. Women's organizations and other
non-govermmental organizations, political parties and trade unions should play an
active role in the process of educating women politically in order to increase their
capacities for participation in decision-meking bodies. Special attention should be
given to the role the media can play in reaching the migrant women. Women should
also have access to training in the use of various forms of the media, in order to
be able to present to as wide a public as possible their own perceptions of their
needs, ideas and aspirations.

87. Governments should encourage the mass media to support the increased involvement
of women in efforts to strengthen international co-operation and peace and to
broadcast programmes that make women more aware of the activities and positions of
their Governments in vital questions of international affairs, thus enabling them to
fulfil their roles in strengthening international peace and security and in opposing
colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, foreign aggression and occupation and all
forms of foreign domination.

86. Special campaigns should be underteken to encourage the increased participation
of women and girls in rural community and youth development programmes and in
political activities.

89. The mass media should promote the Programme of Action for the Second Half of
the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, as well as
other international, regional and national programmes for women, so that the public
is made aware of such programmes and thus participate to a greater extent in their
implementation.

90. Bearing in mind the fact that one of the impediments to promoting the status of
women lies in social attitudes and the evaluation of women in society, the mass
nedia offer great possibilities as one means of promoting social change. They cean
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help remoYe prequdices and stereotypes, accelerate the acceptance of the new role
of women in society and promote their role as equal partners in the process of
development.

91. 1In all fields of activity, the mass media should become one of the basic means
in society of overcoming the contradiction in, on the one hand, the presentation of
women as passive, inferior beings having no social significance and, on the other
hand, an accurate picture of their increasing role and contribution to society at
lerge. The mass media should also recognize that both parents have equal duties
and responsibilities for the training and education of children and for household
duties. Governments, as communicators, in preparing communications to or about
their countries should ensure that the contents reflect government commitment to
status of women issues and concerns.

é. Improvement of the data base

92. All data-collecting agencies should give a sex and age breakdown of any
information they gather, wherever relevant.

93. ©Some of the concepts and analytical tools of research, particularly those
relating to economic processes - evaluation, labour, work, employment, social
productivity, household, family and the like - should be re-examined so as to
improve tools for the analysis and conceptualization of the economic and soeial
roles of women within the home and outside.

94. Priority should be given to research concerning those groups of women that
have been neglected in social research - namely, rural workers in agriculture and
allied activities and working women in the underprivileged sectors of society.
These are women who, far from being the dependants they have generally been assumed
to be, have always had to perform multiple roles in order to ensure the surviwval of
their families. For better evaluation of development programmes, access to and
utilization of data need to be ensured.

95. WNational and regional indicators should be developed and improved for
determining the degree to which women have actually been participating in
development, as a means of measuring their actual contribution to the development
process. A set of statistical indicators should be established by which progress
towards equality between the sexes can be monitored. In establishing such a set of
indicators, Governments will need to take into account the current state of their
country ‘s statistical development as well as their individual policy priorities. A
system should be devised for placing a monetary value on unpaid work, in order to
facilitate its reflection in the gross national product.

96. The level of economic growth in general and the sectoral structure of that
erowth should be established so as to determine employment openings. Data on the
composition of populations (e.g., age structure and the relation between rural and
other sectors of a population) should be collected so that the need for employment
openings, health services and education can be identified.

97. Current statistical operations and practices should be reviewed to ensure that
they are free from sex-~based stereotypes.

98. Where appropriate, permanent advisory committees to national statistical
authorities should be established to improve the quantity and relevance of data
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pertaining to the situation of women, their participation in development and
equality between the sexes. The work of such advisory committees may be
supplemented from time to time by the organization of larger meetings of users and
producers of statistics to address specific issues of mutual concern.

99. Research and testing of new or revised concepts and classifications should be
designed or expanded to improve the usefulness and relevance of the statistics
needed to describe the role and status of women, their participation in the
development process and equality between the sexes. Such research and testing,
whether carried out by the national statistical services or by university or other
research groups, would need to involve both the users and producers of such
statistics and would need to encompass both methods and procedures for data
collection and those for the analysis and presentation of data.

7. Role of non-governmental organizations

100, There should be mutual co-operation between Governments and non-governmental
organizations, women's and youth groups, employers and workers unions, voluntary
agencies, community organizations, including religious groups, the mass
communication media, political parties and the like, in implementing the Programme
of Action for the Second Half of the Decade.

101. Governments should take account of the activities of non-governmental
organizations and should support, where appropriate, the efforts of all relevant
orranizations, institutions and other associations concerned with the welfare and
status of women.

102. Governments should recognize the importance of the role of women's
organizations, encourage and assist them and provide them with financial and other
assistance, particularly at the grass-roots level, to enable them to perform their
functions which include activities such as:

() The mass mobilizstion of women and, in particular, poor women in rural and
urban areas;

(b) The provision of all development services and facilities (education,
health and child care, expansion of credit and marketing capabilities and
facilities, information on social, political and economic rights, etc.);

(c) The establishment of organizations for women workers in non-trade-union

occupations both in rural and urban areas as a means of protecting them against
exploitation and providing the necessary auxiliary child care services,

103. With regard to the follow-up of the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women, Govermnments should:

(a) Make possible the publication and dissemination of the results of the
World Conference and of the Forum of non-governmental organizations;

(b) Enable non-governmental groups to become involved in the realization of
the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the Decade;
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(¢) Consider the role and resources of non-governmental groups in the
implementation of international, recional and national plans for the improvement, of
the situation of women;

(d) Consider as a plan for the future, and establish strategies for their
implementation, the input and particular recommendations of non-governmenteal 8roypg.
LI

(e) Give financial resources to non-govermmental groups so that these groupg
can make a contribution towards the implementation of the Programme of Action.

104, Non-governmental organizations should support governmental efforts by:

(a) Investigating the problems of different groups of women;

(b) Assisting and promoting organizations of women at the grass-roots leve]
especially those established among poor and uneducated women to promote learning

and productive and other developmental activities;

(c) Providing liaison services for such groups with educational and other
development agencies;

(d) Promoting attitudinal change among men and women;

(e) Promoting solidarity among women's groups;

(f) Influencing and informing the mass media and political groups;

(g) Developing new analytical methodology;

(h) Launching programmes and activities to serve, in particular, rural women;

(i) Promoting public acceptance of family planning, including sex education;

(J) Informing their members of government policies and development plans as
well as of international standards and programmes for improving the situation of

women.

Grass-roots organizations

105. In accordance with the regional plans of action and with a view to implementing
the World Plan of Action, Govermnments and agencies on other levels should, where
appropriate, promote the establishment of grass-roots organizations of women as an
integral part of their over-all development efforts and should provide adequate
financial and personnel resources for such efforts to succeed. Such grass-roots
organizations of women will serve as forums for women to develop self-reliance and
will eventually enable women to obtain real access to resources and power end to
shoulder greater socico-economic and political responsibilities within their
communities and their societies.
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B. Objectives and priority areas for action taken
in connexion with the subtheme of the World
Conference, "Employment, health and education"

Introduction

106. The objectives and priority areas of action for improving the employment,
health and education status of women in every country should be promoted within the
over-all context of naticnal planning and development for the whole population.
Improvement in the condition of women in these areas is also instrumental in the
development of the country. Furthermore, the improvements in any one of these
sectors also affect the situation in other sectors. Recognition of this
interrelated nature c¢f the programmes is essential if their effectiveness is to be
maximized. Socio-cultural values should not suffer as a result of physical economic
development. Therefore, integrated and innovative programmes and new methodologies
should be explored.

107. The programmes should also invariably include measures for building the
capacities of women themselves by their training and information programmes and by
their organizing themselves, with the assistance of Government and other
socio-political forces, to make full use of new opportunities, policies and
programmes.

108. Labour policies and action taken in favour of women workers should form part of
over-all employment policies and measures for the entire working population, men and
women alike, with a view to overcoming the problems that affect women only and
preventing measures of protection which discriminate against them. TFEnployment
policies for underprivileged population groups, such as urban fringe groups, the
low-income sector and indigenous population groups, should include references to the
specific situation of women workers.

1.  TImployment

ObJectives

109. To promote full and equal opportunities and treatment for women in employment,
bearing in mind that this requires that both women and men have the possibility to
combine paid work with household responsibilities and the caring for children. To
ensure that women and men receive equal remuneration for work of equal value and
equal educational and training opportunities in both rural and urban areas, so that
vomen may obtain more highly skilled employment and become integrated into the
development of their countries with a view to more rapid and balanced growth in
agriculture, industry and other non-traditional sectors, with the aim of ensuring
better over-all working conditions for women, achieving more rapid and balanced
growth in both agriculture and industry and integrating women in development.

110. To increase and promote employment opportunities for women as part of national
efforts to bring about & more just international economic order, with a view to
achieving national self-reliance, increasing economic and technical co-operation
among developing countries and the full utilization of the labour force for their
owvn benefit and promoting the socio-economic development of their own countries.

111. To improve the working conditions and occupationsl mobility of women workers in
the lower and middle levels of the sectors in which the majority of women work.
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112, To ensure equal rights and opportunities for the gainful employment of rural ,
women both in agricultural and non-agricultural jobs under proper working 3
conditions, improve the capabilities and productivity of rural women workers,
increase food production, diminish migration in countries where this is necessary
and whose population policies contain explicit provisions to this effect, promote
rural development and strengthening of self-reliance programmes; to extend labour
and socilal security legislation to women working in agriculture.

113. To promote effective policies for increasing employment opportunities, to
improve existing ones and enable women to obtain jobs involving more skills and
responsibility., particularly at the managerial level, in all sectors of the
economy, to promote cccupational mobility for women, in both rural and urben areas,
by encouraging the provision of maternity protection, child-care facilities,
technical training and health protection, with a view to achieving the
industrialization targets for the third United Nations Development Decade,

11l . To facilitate paid employment of women by encouraging increased involvement of
males in shering domestic and child care responsibilities.

115. To take measures for the implementation of legislation relating to working
conditions for women.

116. To formulate and implement national and local training and employment
programmes and projects which take particular account of the need to give women
access to gainful economic activity and to improve their employment situation in
priority areas for the economic and social development of their countries.

117. To adopt measures for ensuring that women's entry into certain sectors of the
labour market does not result in lowering the working conditions, remuneration and
status of those sectors.

118. To promote technology that will improve the labour productivity of women while
decreasing their work time and to guarantee that women workers are the ones who

benefit from such an improvement.

119. To review implicit and explicit Job evaluation criteria with a view to
overcoming difficulties and obstacles to the Job advancement and careers of women.

120. To ensure that, in all sectors, the economic returns from women's wWork accrue
directly to them.

Priority areas for action

121. Special action should be taken to institute programmes wh:'u?h would inform
women workers of their rights under legislation and other remedial measures. .The
importance of freedom of association and the protection of the ri@_;h’f, to organize
should be emphasized, this being particularly relevar}t to thae pos1t10n.of won;en in
employment. Special measures should be taken to rat}fy and implement 1n.nat10nal
legislation the relevant conventions and recommendations of the International
Labour Organisation concerning the rights of women as regards access to egu':}l ‘
employment opportunities, equal pay for work of equal value, working conditions, job
security and maternity protection.
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122. Information progremming should be instituted aimed at making women, especially
those in the rural areas and in socio-economically disadventaged groups, aware oOf
employment opportunities and of the opportunities for education, training and skill
acquisition.

123. Measures should be taken to ensure that development agencies in different
sectors of nationel planning include larger numbers of women in their staff as a
matter of policy and, as part of that policy, allocate resources to programmes for
women's employment and training, the provision of supporting services and other
essential inputs.

124, Legislative and/or other measures should be adopted and implemented which
guarantee women protection against any sexually-oriented practice that endangers &
women's access to or maintenance of employment, that undermines her Jjob performance
end thus threatens her economic livelihood.

125. Legislative and/or other measures should be adopted and implemented to secure
for men and women the same right to work and to unemployment benefits, as well as
to prohibit, through inter alia the imposition of sanctions, dismissal on the
grounds of pregnancy or of maternity leave and discrimination in dismissals on the
basis of marital status. Legislative and other measures should be adopted and
implemented to facilitate the return to the labour market of women who have left it
for family reasons and to guarantee the right of women to return to work after
maternity leave.

126. Measures should be taken to ensure on a basis of equality of men and women the
right to protection of heslth and to safety in working conditions, ineluding the
safeguarding of the function of reproduction. Special protection should be provided
to women during pregnancy in types of work proved to be harmful to them.

127. Measures should be taken to ensure that migrant workers enjoy equal treatment
and access to vocational training as nationals of the host country, and tc improve
the status of women who, in the process of migration, accompany the migrant workers

as members of their family.

128. Ways should be investigated in which the unpaid work in the household and in
agricultural tasks which women and men perform can be recognized and reflected in
official statistical data collections.

&?59 Urgently needed infrastructure services should be developed and provided, such
15~ adequate housing, safe water, energy and child care centres, for families and

poor communities in rural areas and urban slumg, in order to alleviate the workload
traditionally imposed on women in their performance of tasks essential for the
survival of their communities, and to increase their levels of gainful employment

and productivity, it being understcod that the benefits of higher produetivity should
acerue to women workers and their families.

130. Where appropriate, flexible formal or informal training programmes should be
designed and implemented for women in non~-traditional areas in order to widen their

employment opportunities and to enable them to generate income through the
production of goods and services.
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131. The access of women to special technical training programmes should be
increased and women so qualified should be helped to obtain jobs suited to their
individual skills; legisletive measures should be enacted and appropriate legal
assistance provided to prevent exploitation based on sex, race, age, maritalstatuE
or motherhood in both the traditional and modern sectors. In addition, measyreg
should be taken to ensure that women are introduced, on the same footing as men, t,
new types of training in the advanced technologies which are now being widely

developed,

132, Measures should be taken to provide for part-time workers levels of
remuneration and social security benefits which are proportional to those of full-
time workers, and the same levels of working conditions and standards of

protection,

133. Where necessary, measures should be taken to develop and/or accelerate much-
needed changes in policies in the tertiary sector, which includes the informal
subsectors of small-scale trading, domestic services and the like in both urban apy
rural areas, especially by (a) extending the coverage of labour legislation, in
pacticular for domestic services workers; (b) guaranteeing the right to organize
trade unions and other appropriate organizations, such as credit and marketing
co~operatives controlled by the women concerned; and (c) increasing access to
managerial and technical training and to financial resources, credit facilities ang
other inputs in order to improve the working conditions of women and increase their
occupational and educational mobility as well as their productivity and economic
returns,

134, Measures should be adopted which guarantee that, when transfers of technology
take place, account is taken of the factors of production available in the country
to which the transfers are made in order to avoid any labour force disruptions,
which usually affect women more severely., Research should be promoted on
appropriate endogenous technology which takes account of national characteristics
and, in particular, those of developing countries. New programmes and appropriate
policies should be developed concerning industrialization and the transfer of
technology aimed at maximizing benefits and preventing adverse effects from the
transfer of technology on both the employment, training, health and nutrition

of women and over-all development. Standards should be instituted to ensure that
technologies transferred are safe for utilization and recipient countries are
alerted to the hazards of particular forms of technology.

135. Studies should be carried out on the policies, programmes of action and
expanding operations of transnational corporations to ensure that they offer
greater employment opportunities for women and to prevent their negative effects.

136. The access of women workers to recreation and culture should be increased since
their double workload prevents them from having enough necessary free time; it is
therefore essential that household chores and family care should be shared by men,
and special emphasis should be placed on the obligation of couples to share
household tasks with a view to facilitating the access of women to gainful
employment.

137. Measures should be taken to ensure that in economic recessions the emPlOYment

market is not less accessible to women than to men. Measures taken under social
legislation concerning unemployment should not directly or indirectly lead to
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inequality between women and men. Retraining facilities should be provided for
unemployed women, preferably in growth sectors.

138, To ensure that women and men are able to harmonize their ocecupational
activities with their family life, child-care facilities and smenities for
adolescents should be provided, the length of the working day reduced, and flexible
working hours introduced.

139. The number of women at the decision-making level in both national and
international workers' organizations and advisory bodies should be increased at
least until the proportion corresponds to the number of women carrying on an
occupation.

140. Equal employment opportunity programmes should be developed to promote the
access of women to all levels of management and decision-making positions and
effective programmes should be devised that will promote the access of women and
girls to non-traditional skilled trades.

2. Health
Objectives
141. To improve the physical and mental health of all members of society through:

(a) An improvement in the health status of girls and women, as a necessary
aspect of over-all socio-economic development;

(b) The formulation of demographic policies;
(¢) An improvement in health care for women throughout their life cycles:

(d) The increased participation of women and men, not only as beneficiaries of
the promotion of health but alsc in the formulation and implementation of policy
decisions regarding health at community and national levels;

(e) Studies of the causes of diseases, the establishment of clinical and
epidemiological research programmes and the organization of services to deal with
national problems;

(f) The development of policies and programmes aimed at the elimination of all
forms of violence against women and children and the protection of women of all ages
from the physical and mental abuse resulting from domestic violence, sexual
assault, sexual exploitation and any other form of abuses;

(g) Training human resources for health programmes of the required guantity
and gquality;

(h) The inclusion of the mental health aspect, as well as programmes for
curbing the abuse of alcohol and drugs, in over-all health programmes for women.
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Priority areas for action

142, Promote primary health care with the participation of the communities as the
overriding health priority and as a fundamental vehicle for achieving the health

goals and objectives of the World Plan of Action.

143, Give high priority to meeting the health needs of women within primary health
care, with particular attention to the special needs of women in rural and
depressed urban areas and monitor health programmes in order to secure that women's

health needs are properly met.

144, Formulate official policies to involve women in the planning and execution of
health programmes at all levels, particularly to increase the participation of women
at decision-making levels.

145, Ensure accessibility for all women to maternal health care (including care
during pregnancy and childbirth and post-natal care}, nutrition (including measures
to control nutritional anaemias), family planning, prevention and treatment of
infectious diseases - including sexually transmitted and non-communicable

diseases - and parasitic diseases, through the establishment of a comprehensive
family health, nutrition, and health education network, in order to give women
better access to health care.

146. Develop, implement and strengthen child welfare and family planning programmes
and family planning information for inclusion also in school curricula for girls and
boys on safe and acceptable fertility regulation methods so that both men and women
can take the responsibility for family planning, to promote the health, safety and
welfare of mothers and infants and to enable women to exercise the right to decide
freely and responsibly for the number and spacing of their children. Family
planning should be facilitated as one means of reducing maternal and infant
mortality where high risk factors prevail, such as high parity, too frequent
pregnancies, pregnancies al the cabremes of the reproductive age, and the frequency
and Aangci wf secretly performed abortions.

147, To promote the physical and mental well-being of women, provision should be
made for additional research over the next few years to facilitate analysis and
assessment of the status of women.

148. Develop programmes to improve the training and utilization of community health
workers, especially women, traditional medical practitioners and birth attendants
and elderly village women; support women in their contribution to primary health
care both within the family and the community, particularly with reference to self-
care and self-reliance in health.

149. Draw the attention of doctors and other health professionals to the health needs
of women in general, not only in relation to pregnancy and childbirth; emphasize
preventive medicine and the need to share responsibility and decision-making with
professionals in other disciplines and with women themselves.

150. Establish official incentive policies to give women greater access to training

in the medical professions and in health-related research in accordance with local
and national needs.
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151. Develop simple economic, social and cultural indicators in order to obtain
better data on trends in morbidity and mortality among women and their access to
sand utilization of health services. Establish a national basic health information
system to provide up-to-date and reliable indicators of prevailing conditions,
future trends and resource productivity.

152, Give high priority to the formulation and implementation of food and nutrition
policies based on the needs of women, particularly pregnant and lactating women, and
those of women and children of lower sccio-economic status in both rural and
depressed urban areas; establish educational programmes through vocational schools
and community agencies to improve the quality, availability, preparation,
preservation, rational use of and distribution of food, especially locally grown
food.

153. Protect the health and safety of women and their families from contamination,
spoilage and adulteration of foods, harmful additives and preservatives,
nislabelling, deceptive packaging and irresponsible promotion of foods of low
nutritional value and of breast milk substitutes. High priority should be given to
the enactment and enforcement of comprehensive legislation, where appropriate, and
the creation of appropriate standards of safety, health, product information and
quality, including standards for the preparation, preservation, packaging and
labelling of focds and cther products sold in the markets. Women and men should be
instructed as to the right and hygienic use of such products. Information as to the
right to such protection should be widely disseminated through schools, the media,
and village and community organizations.

154, Develop explicit programmes at national and local levels to improve hygiene,
sanitation and access to safe water supplies and shelter as fundamental bases for

good health.

155. Develop policies to ensure a safe working enviromment both in the home and in
the work place and provide appropriate technology to relieve the workload of women.
Carry out specific studies on labour hygiene and safety, particularly in branches of
activity in which the health of women might be affected.

156, Introduce legislation aimed at eliminating occupational health hazards likely
to affect reproductive functions, reducing environmental pollution, and controlling
disposal of toxic chemicals and radioactive waste.

157. Promote extensive health education programmes, including special efforts to
encourage positive traditional practices, especially breastfeeding, and to combat
negative practices detrimental to women's health.

158. Formulate specific programmes for the prevention of maternal and infant
mortality, giving priority to depressed rural and urban areas and to most wvulnerable
pepulation groups.

159. Encourage the formuletion snd implementation of social support measures such as
maternity and parental leave, child care, breastfeeding breaks etc. to enable wonmen
and men to carry out parental roles in the optimal and healthiest manner.

160. Direct special attention to the needs of elderly women, women living alone and
disabled women.
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161. Establish programmes giving full medical attention to adolescent women, since
adolescence is a critical time in women's biological and psychological development
and also involves a change in their relationship to the social environment in which
they live.

162. Prevent mutilation practices which damage women's bodies and health.

163. Promote research into the extent and the causes of domestic violence with a
view to eliminating it; take measures to eliminate glorification of violence against
and sexual exploitation of women in the mass media, literature and advertising;
provide effective help for women and children who are victims of violence, e.g. by
the establishment of centres for treatment, shelter and counselling victims of
violence and sexual assault.

164. Formulate a plan of action for the protection of women against abuse of
alcohol, tobacco and drugs and also excessive use of certain medicaments,
principally by informing them of the hazards these substances present for them and
their children.

3. Education and training

Objectives

165. To provide equal access to educational and training opportunities at all levels
of all types for girls and women in all sectors of society, thus enabling them fully
to develop their personalities and to participate on an equal footing with men in
furthering the socio-economic aims of national planning and to achieve self-reliance,
family well-being and improve the quality of life.

166. To contribute to a change in attitudes by abolishing traditional stereotypes
of men's and women's roles and stimulating the creation of new and more positive
images of women's participation in the family, the labour market and in social and
public life.

167, To take into consideration in educational programmes and methodologies the
special perspective of education for non-violence, mainly with regard to
relationships between women and men.

168. Include in educational programmes and methodologies a special emphasis on
education against violence, particularly violence in relationships between women

and men.

169. To provide for women and girls innovative programmes and methodologies which
stimulate creative development, promote the right to freedom and develop the ability
to communicate through the eradication of illiteracy, while at the same time
upprading functional skills and basic information about employment and health-
related matters as well as their political, economic and social rights.

170. To establish transitional links between school life, apprenticeship and

working life, whenever possible, in order to ensure for women and girls better
interaction between education, training and employment.
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171. Formulate and implement education programmes with final-year courses adapted
to the specific needs of the economic and social development of the country,
designed to improve and increase the access of women to gainful employment and give
them opportunities to take part in non-traditional activities.

172. To increase the opportunities and facilities which promote participation of
women in science and technology through education and training in these fields.

173. To devise means of encouraging girls to stay at school longer and to ensure
trat cources chosen by girls are in a range of fields including the professions,
management, economics and the sciences which will enable them to achieve positions
o? :nfluence in the decision-making process.

P:iority areas for action

1k, Education, specifically literacy, being a key to national development and a
mjor requisite for improving the status of women, efforts should be made to
establish targets for the abolition of differentials in the literacy and educational
sestainment rates for girls and boys within over-all national efforts to increase
iteracy and education for the whole population.

_T5. National educational accreditation and equivalency programmes should be
designed to encourage the return of women and girls who have dropped out into the
“*ormal education system.

1"6. Promote education programmes for children, particularly those of pre-school
aze, as well as young people, aimed at strengthening women's contribution to society
aid at changing the traditional roles assigned by social and cultural norms to

woren and men.

177. Tstablish targets for the expansion of educational opportunities and
facilities for women, including courses and institutions with adequate personnel and
materials, for which resources have been earmarked,

17>. Provide new formal and extracurricular education to enable women to combine
ttrzir household duties with the opportunity to improve their educational level.

1/9. Encourage, through legislation, free and compulsory education for girls and

wys at the primary level, with the provision of assistance to establish co-education
‘hen possible. Provide trained teachers of both sexes and, if necessary,
cransportation and boarding facilities.

180. TIncrease the enrolment of female students in education courses and, in
particular, in science, mathematics and technical courses, and in management
training courses in the areas of science and technology, especially by encouraging
them to enrol in such courses.

181. Provide for equal access to all levels of general education, vocational
education, and training for all types of occupations, including those traditionally
accessible to men, and to new training schemes and other facilities such as on-the-
Job training, scholarships, inexpensive boarding and lodging facilities and
accessible child care arrangements, ensuring egqual job opportunities after completion
of vocational education or training for both entry and re-entry, after a period of
absence, into occupational activities.
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182. Examine curricula and learning materials with a view to removing sex-bias and
the stereotyped portrayal of the roles of girls and women and promote the
development of non-sexist resources and curricular materials.

183. Establish targets for the nation-wide implementation of the learning materials
developed to optimize the potential of women for countries which have started the
work since 1975.

18L4. Include courses on women's issues in university degree programmes.

185. Develop programmes at the secondary, tertiary and adult education levels to
encourage a basic understanding of human rights, including the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and other relevant instruments. Such courses should
stress the fundamental importance of the elimination of discrimination on the basis
of race and sex.

186. Train guidance counselors and teachers to assist girls and boys in choosing
occupations according to their personal capacities and not according to stereotyped
sex roles.

187. Design and promote teacher training courses to alert teachers to the
stereoctyped assumptions which inhibit choice in school subjects and to the need to
widen the options available to women and girls in their future training and
occupational choices. Provide, whenever possible, counseling services for the
benefit of parents, teachers and pupils as well as for workers and employers.

188. Encourage parity of men and women in teaching and administrative positions at
all levels of education,

189. Identify the situastional constraints on different culturally or socially
underprivileged target groups (e.g. girls of school age who are not attending
school, illiterate adults or adults who are engaged in home responsibilities and
need additional or diversified education, working women of different age groups in
rural and urban areas, mature women and immigrant women) and formulate and
implement programmes for such groups.

190. Monitor programmes and take measures for improving the data on drop-out rates
of girls and women and their causes, and on course content and levels of skills
acquired, in order to facilitate the introduction of remedial or accelerated
measures and to generate greater commitment to the policy objectives within the
systen.

191. Where appropriate, provide for particular target groups, giving priority to
those needing them most, counseling and supportive services and certain necessities
(child care, earning and learning schemes, transport, clothing, books,
supplementary nutrition, reading centres, special tuition in basic subjects such
as mathematics, scholarships and stipends and the like), on the basis of
situational analyses, and include resources for such services as priority items in
educational budgets.

192. Provide for education for women in the context of life-long education in all

major development sectors, in developed and developing countries, and take
specific measures for obtaining the necessary funds and personnel.
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193. Proqote instruction and interdisciplinary research on women and the
implications of the goals of the Decade as an input to the educational process,
perticularly in institutions of higher and teacher education, in order to drav on
the experience acquired in some countries with women's status and to eliminate all
attitudinal and conceptual biases and prejudices, especially those relating to
class, that hinder understanding of the role and situation of womern .

194. Urge Governments to encourage women to enrol in all their technical institutes

and to promote, through every means available to them, the establishment of
intermediate technical courses.

C. Priority areas requiring special attention

1. Food
Objectives

195. To enhance and stimulate the key role performed by women in all phases of the
process of food production and their contribution to the economic and social
development of their countries, at the same time raising their status.

196. To ensure proper planning of the agricultural production sector so that the
agricultural output covers as a matter of priority the supply of products that are
socially and nationally necessary for the nutrition and food requirements of women
in rural areas.

Priority areas for action

197. Governments should adopt the necessary measures to:

(e) Promote the incorporation of women in all phases of the agricultural
productive process, including post-harvesting processing, up to and including the
marketing of products;

(b) Provide women with the necessary skills and sppropriate technology to
enable them to participate better in the process of subsistence food production;

(c) Establish a link between food production and food consumption processes
by providing information on the nutrients required for the development of the
population and in particular of children and by making rural women aware of the
need for proper nourishment. Iliminate inappropriate consumption patterns which
have developed as a result of ignorance or manipulation by commercial advertising:

(d) Promote the participation of women, especially in rural areas, in
agricultural policy-making, leading to the production of basic foods for family and

national consumption;

(e) Ensure access to and use of appropriate technological model of
agricultural production for both sexes without distinction;:

(f) Stimulate the participation and full voting rights of women in

co-operatives and other forms of organization relating to the production,
processing, distribution, marketing and consuzption of basic food products;
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(g) Ensure access for women in conditions of equality with men to financing
mechanisms covering all phases of produection, up to and including the marketing of
food products;

(h) Support forms of marketing of basic foods for family consumption which
will be conducive to the opening up of priority markets for the sale of their
preducts.

2. Rural women

Objectives
198. Enhance the effective contribution of rural women to the economic and social
development of their countries in cases where they are hampered by their inadequate
access to appropriate technology, by the inadequate social infrastructures in rural
areas and by the double workload they bear through their participation in working
the land and their performance of household duties.

199. Improve the living conditions of women in rural areas, and to this end:

(a) Acknowledge the contribution which women make to the economic and social
development of their countries, and take steps to ensure that rural women
participate equeally and effectively in the development process as beneficiaries end
as agents for change by affording them participation as policy-makers, organizers
and implementers of development programmes;

(b) Give rural wcmen at all levels.access to formal and non-formal courses
in leadership and decision-meking, as well as to programmes that teach skills
appropriate to their lifestyle and skills which could be utilized, if necessary,
for paid employment ;

(¢) Provide rural women with basic human needs, including clean water
supplies, effective sanitation, adequate food and nutrition, basic health services,
shelter and appropriate fuel supplies. They should have access to formal and
non-formal education programmes, which should be available at minimum cost and
inconvenience to already overburdened women. They should also have assured access
to technology at all levels, particularly in relation to food storage and
preservation, transport and marketing and labour-saving tools and devices;

(d) Provide rural women with access to improved transport and communication
systems, and to all forms of media;

(e) Extend to all rural women free and equal access to credit facilities
where these are available;

(f) Aid donor countries and recipient Governments should consult on ways of
developing programmes at the village level for involving local women in their
planning and implementation. Care should be taken to ensure that development
assistance programmes do not exclude women from technological training.
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Priority areas for action

200, Governments should adopt the necessary measures to:

(a) Eliminate from legislation on rural development, where necessary,
provisions that discriminate against women;

(b) Meke rural women aware of their rights so that they can exercise and
benefit from them;

(¢) Ensure access for rural women to the use, enjoyment and development of
land, in conditions of equality with men, by according to women the same practical
and legal rights as those of men in access to ownership and the use and management
of land, in the production of goods from land by means of agriculture or grazing
and in the disposal of any such products or of the land itself;

(d) Allocate sufficient financial resources to carry out research, especially
field research, which will provide a sound basis for initiating, expanding and
strengthening concrete and integrated actions aimed at promoting the development of
rural women and their integration in economic and social activity in rural areas;

(e) Examine carefully the possibility of devising statistics which measure
rural women's contribution on an equal basis with men's, including labour in the
sphere of agricultural production, unpaid family labour and food production for
family consumption, as well as monitor the impact of development so that negative
and unforeseen consequences, such as inereased workload and loss of income earning
opportunities, can be identified;

(f) Provide rural women with the appropriate technology and suitable training
enabling them to improve and promote their traditional small-scale in-home
industries;

(g) Cncourage the participation of rural women, in all forms of social
organization of labour, with a view to their achieving, inter alia, control over
their wage levels, participation in the production process and greater equality in
working conditions;

(h) Foster the effective participation of rural women in the cultural,
political, economic and social activities of the community;

(i) Create and strengthen the necessary infrastructure to lighten the
workload of rural women, through, inter alia, the application of appropriate
technology but ensuring that such measures do not result in occupational
displacement of women;

(j) Design and carry out literacy and training campaigns for specific rural
areas, promoting the effective participation of women in such campaigns;

(k) Improve employment opportunities for women in agricultural and
non-agricultural jobs in rural areas by providing training and ensuring an adequate
allocation of material, technical and financial resources, so as to provide an
alternative to migration to urban areas and ensure a balanced development in the
other social services with a view to narrowing the existing development gap between
rural and urban sectors, thereby preventing migration and its harmful consequences;
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(1) Examine and strengthen rural women's participation and contribution in
and benefit from development and diversification of the forest economy;

(m) Establish specisl schemes to provide basic education for children and
adults in remote, sparsely populated or very underprivileged rural areas, for
example, by setting up children's hostels which provide board and lodging;

(n) Increase rural women's access to rural services by broadening the range
of agricultural training and extension programmes to support women's roles in
activities of agricultursl production, processing and marketing and by increasing
the number of women in the training and extension programmes of development
agencies at all levels;

(o) Promote the processing of agricultural products by national, community,
State or mixed enterprises; create Jobs for rural women and families in the
agro-industrial sector; and design and implement national plans for the development
of the agro-industrial sector and rural industries.

3. Child care
Objectives

201. To develop or extend government-supported early childhood services appropriate
to the individual family's needs.

202. Enable women, and especially working women, to discharge their
responsibilities with regard to their children, and combine their work outside the
home with their responsibilities as mothers. Special efforts should also be made
to enable fathers to assume their share of family responsibilities.

Priority areas for action

203. Governments should adopt the necessary measures to:

(a) Include provision of community-based, work-based and work-related child |
care services, out-of-school hours and holiday care, crisis care and care for those .
families engaged in shift work;

(b) Improve the existing services by improving the competence of the persons
providing them, the quality of the services provided, health conditions and the
material aspects of the services;

(¢} Create new services suited to the needs and conditions of working women
and undertake the necessary studies to determine the real nature of those needs;

(d4) Provide the necessary services at the lowest cost so as to match the
resources and possibilities of women with limited incomes;

(e) Involve mothers in the planning of those services, and in their provision
and assessment on a continuous basis so that they can be developed;

(f) Encourage child care centres in shopping centres to cater for occasional
care needs.
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Y. Migrant women

Objective
204, Migrant women, including wage earners and the family of migrant workers,
should have the same access to education, training, employment and support and

health services as the national population.

Priority areas for action

205. Governments should adopt the necessary measures to:

(a) Provide language and literacy training facilities in the community and at
the work place. Access to these courses should be facilitated by income
maintenance and child care services;

(b) Provide orientation and information programmes, including information on
employment and training to all migrant women, in their own languages where
necessary, to assist them in settling into the host country;

(c) Establish vocational training and counseling programmes, where necessary ,
including interpretation services;

(d) Ensure that social support and health services provide interpreters or
bilingual workers:

(e) Encourage and assist union and employer organizations to inform migrant
women about industrial legislation, procedures and rights;

(f) Provide culturally appropriate child care services to meet the needs of
migrant and minority children and their families;

(g) Ensure migrant women, on a basis of equality with the national
population, general education and vocational/professional training. Measures
should be taken to improve the level of education and training of migrant women
through language and literacy courses upon arrival in the host country. Special
education and training facilities should be provided for marriageable daughters of
migrant workers who are of compulsory school age but who for various reasons do not
attend school in the host country. Special attention should be given to reaching
migrant ¥men, for instance through the mass media, notably radio. Supplementary
training and special guidance is necessary for social workers and teachers. 1In
most cases these will, of necessity, have to be women;

(h) Ensure, on a basis of equality with the indigenous.population, equal
health care for migrant women. Measures should be taken to improve t?e health
status of migrant women, paying special attention to st;ess-relateq a11megt§ caused
by differences in cultural, social and religious conditions. Provide ad@l?lonal
training for domestic health care work on the differ?ng cultural and religious
attitudes migrant women may have towards health and ill-health.
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5. Unemployed women

Objective

206. Governments should take steps to ensure that unemployed women have access to
secure employment.

Priority areas for action

207. Governments should adopt the necessary measures to:

(a) Provide formal and non-formal training and retraining to equip unemployed
women with marketable employment skills. Such training should include personal and
vocational development programmes ;

(b) Guarantee to unemployed women social security benefits, adeguate
accommodation, and medical services on the basis of individual need.

6. Women who alone are regponsible for their families

Objective

208. Governments should ensure that women who alone are responsible for their
families receive a level of income sufficient to support themselves and their
femilies in dignity and independence.

Priority areas for action

209 . Governments should take the necessary measures to:

(a) Provide training and retraining for secure employment through programmes
which should include income maintenance, child care, parental leave and personal
and vocational development programmes

(b) Assist women who alone are responsible for their families to obtain
secure and appropriate accommodation;

(c) Guarantee favourable access to finance and credit, medical and health
services.

T. Young women
Objective

210. Promote specific government policies for the education, health and employment
of young women so that, in view of the role they play in revitalizing and carrying
on systems of behaviour, attitudes and values, they receive the guidance and
support they need, during the time when they are planning their future lives, to
act wisely in crucial situations, such as the adoption of values and attitudes; the
choice of e bushaud; the birth and raising of Lheir first child; access to their
first Job; and election to office.
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Priority areas for action

211. Governments should take the necessary measures to:

(a) Give special attention to the education of young women, who are the only
hunan resource with a possibility of bringing about change in the future, with a
view to ensuring that they are consciously involved in social and political
development ; that they enjoy and exercise the right responsibility, deliberately
and willingly to found a family: and that they are given more and better
opportunities to take part irn the process of production;

(b) Give priority attention to young women in matters relating to food and
health in general in order to improve the living conditions of present and future
generations and to permit the exercise of the right to health.
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Part Three: The Programme of Action at the international
and regional levels

IV, INTERNATIONAL TARGETS AND STRATEGIES

212, International targets and strategies both at the regional and the global
levels should be based on a clear recognition that peace, security and naticnal
independence are egsential prerequisites for an enviromment wherein the rights,
responsibilities and roles of women can be promoted and the three oblectives of
the Decade - equality, development and peace -~ can be attained.

213. The perpetuation of global economic inequalities and economic dependence,
which are the product of an economic system that is unfair and incompatible with
the development of countries, slows down the process of development of all nations,
particularly of the developing countries, and inhibits the full utilization of the
material and human potentials of those countries, including women. The elaboration
of an international develomment strategy for the third United Nations Development
Decade, formulated within the framework of the new international economic order ant
directed towards the achievement of its objectives, is thuns of fundamental
importance for the achievement of the goals of the United Nations Decade for Women,
It is essential to establish (nals envisaging the assumption by women of full
economic, political, cultural and social responsibility.

21k, Progress towards disarmement can greatly contribute to the achievement of an
adequate economic, social and cultural envirorment and enhance the development
process through the reallocation of resources, particularly to the developing
countries.

215. One of the concerns of the international community has been the need to
restructure and reformulate the policies of the economic and social sectors of the
United Nations system so that it can help speed up the establishment of the New
International Economic Order, the development of developing countries, and the
promotion of the goals of the United Nations Decade for Women.

216. The restructuring has taken into account the need for decentralization of
certain activities and the strengthening of regional programmes, particularly in °
the areas of economic and technical co-operation, in advisory services and treining
and research, data collection and analysis. The past few years have also witnessed
the formulation by the regional commissions of regional plans of action for the
integration of women into development and programmes aimed at implementation of
some of their provisions. Of utmost importance, however, is the need to integrate
women at both regional and global levels into the pricrity areas mentioned above

in a programme of concerted and sustained international action for the second half
of the Decade and beyond, until the plans to attain women's integration in
development are fully implemented.

217. Member States are increasingly looking to the United Nations and to
organizations in the United Nations system to take more dynamic international
action in promoting women's full and equal partnership in development, both as
contributors and beneficiasries. This is evidenced by the increasing number of
resolutions, plans and policy declarations. Commensurate with the need for more
dynamic programmes and policies is the need for co-ordination of activities of the
various organizations in the United Nations system as well as the appropriate
institutional arrangements, within them, involving, whorover neccssary, structural
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transformations. There is also a need for the development of relevant
methodologies for integration of women in all their progremmes and activities.

In 1line with the integrated nature of the development process itself and with
the need to reduce both isolated actions and overlapping of activities, the
Programme of Action aims also at greater cohesiveness and co-ordination of efforts
of the various organizations.

218. The Programme seeks to outline essential strategies and broad areas for
international action. International action in this context includes regiocnal
action. However, some recommendations are addressed specifically to regional
commissions and to other organizations concerned in the United Nations system for
action at the regional, subregional and national levels in order to assist
Governments and supplement national programmes.

V. INTERNATIONAL POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES

219. All organizations in the United Nations system, in closer co-operation with
intergovernmental and non-goverrmental organizations concerned, should support
efforts towards establishing, strengthening and implementing national, regional and
global programmes aimed at women's integration in development, revising and
redefining, if necessary, development concepts, objectives and policies to achieve
it. These programmes at the international level should take into full
consideration the essential linkages in the development process at nationsl,
subregional and international levels, and with adequate communication between
institutions and machineries related to women and major planning units at all
these levels.

220, In order to achieve the targets envisaged for the third United Nations
Development Decade, all development planning should teke due account of the
potential contribution and the interests of women. This congideration will lead
to more appropriate development programmes which will increase productivity, whilst
at the same time guarding ageinst the possibility of any adverse impact which the”
transfer of technology and the redeployment of industry mey have. Development
projects should strongly emphasize the indigenous capabilities of the developing
countries and enhance their creative capacity.

221, New approaches should be developed for increasing the mobilization of women's
resources both for advancing their socio-economic status and increasing
productivity. To this end, they should offer, inter alia, special incentives to
develop co-operative movements, particularly among women of the pocrer sectors of
society, aimed at developing co-operative technology enterprises for community
self-reliance in water, énergy, health, sanitation and housing, day care centres,
and other basic services.

222. Multilateral and bilateral development and other organizations as well as
non-governmental organizations working in the field of development should continue
to provide development assistance to programmes and projects of developing
countries which promote women's integration and participation in all aspects of
the development process, also within the framework of technical co-operation among
developing countries. In this connexion efforts should be made to utilize fully
locally available expertise in project design and implementation and to ensure
greater quality in the project results through, among others, flexible
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implementation procedures. These programmes and projects should inter alis focus
on efforts to strengthen developing countries' capabilities to plan and implement
programmes for women, including capabilities to develop alternative technology,
research and the application of renewable sources of energy.

223. The United Nations Voluntary Fund for the Decade for Women should continue to
intensify its efforts to give special support to women most in need, and to
encourage consideration of women in development planning. Contributions to the
Voluntary Fund will need to be greatly increased during the second half of the
Decade if demands now being made on its resources are to be adequately met.
Adequate development funds should be available for activities specific to the
acceleration of the full participation of women in economic and social development
at national, regional and international levels.

224, Studies should be undertaken by the United Nations organizations concerned to
identify new ways and means of facilitating the integration of women, especially
of the poor sectors of society, into the mainstream of development, including
women workers in agriculture and industry. The ILO, in co-operation with bodies
such as UNCTAD, UNIDO and FAO, should develop studies to assess the working and
employment conditions of rural women with a view to assisting Governments to
revise national and International policies concerning wage and labour policies, as
well as trade agreements and prices of those commodities where women's and men's
wages are advergely affected by and also affect the exchange earnings of the
developing countries as obtained from the export of such comrodities. UNIRSCO, in
co-operation with other United Nations organs and organizations concerned, should
continue to prepare studies and sponsor projects with a view to assisting
CGovernments to assess progress made and obstacles that women face in gaining
access to and enjoying primary, secondary ¢nd post-secondary educational
opportunities and to contribute to the development of research and teaching about
women at the university level and in non-formal education. WHO, in co-operation
with United Nations organs and organizations concerned should continue to assess
progress made and obstacles women face in gaining access to health care,
particularly progress in the development of primary health care.

225. The United Nations Secretariat should undertake a comparative compilation of
national legislative measures which are aimed at promoting sex equality. Such a
compilation would assist in the introduction of new laws designed to integrate
women into all fields of activities by generating ideas and exerting persuasion.
The compilation should be issued within the framework of the United Nations
Legislative Series.

226. International and regional organizations should provide assistance, if
requested, to national machineries for worien, for improving their capabilities and
resources to accelerate integration of women in the development process and take
up programmes and proJjects for them.

227. In the framework of bilateral development co-operation efforts should be
made, in conformity with national priorities, to strengthen national progremmes
aimed at the full participation and integration of women in all aspects of
development, including participation of women at the grass-roots level. In all
bilateral development activities women should participate in the preparation and
implementation of programmes and projects.,
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228. The eleventh special session of the General Assembly on economic development
should teke into full account the women's role in economic development; the
forthcoming United Nations Conference on New and Renewasble Sources of Energy, the
programmes for the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade, and
other forthcoming international conferences should also take into account issues
of particular interest to women.

229. The United Nations and its organizations should, in co-operation with national
Govermments, develop strategies for increasing women's participation in the social,
economic and politicel life, ensuring full and effective participation of women

in all sectors and at all levels of the development process, including planning,
decision-making and implementation, and, in keeping with these objectives, seeking
to:

(a) Reduce the burden on women of tasks traditionally performed by them in
the home and in food production and child care through appropriate technology and
a fair division of labour between women and men;

(b) Counteract factors which tend to keep girls and women out of schools
and training centres;

(¢} Create new employment and occupational mobility opportunities for women:

(d) Increase the economic returns to women for their labour, and implement
the principle of equal pay for work of equal value;

(e) Recognize the important contribution of wamen to economic development,
reise the productivity of women's labour for their own benefit and the benefit of
their own families, and at the same time undertake appropriate structural changes
to yprevent women's unemployment;

(f) Recognize the vital role of women in agriculture and guarantee them
equitable access to land, technology, water, other natural resources, inputs and
services and equal opportunities to develop their skills;

(g) Promote equal participation of women in the industrialization process,
counteract possible negative effects of industrialization, and ensure that
scientific and technological development will benefit both women and men;

(h) Ensure women's active participation in and access to primary health
care, in the light of their specific health needs.

230. International programmes and policies - including regional ones - are grouped
into five areas. Each is covered below in a separate section.

A. Technical co-operation, training and advisory services

231. Technical co-operation progremmes for women should be conceived in the context
of over-all development and not as welfare programmes.

232. Technical co-operation activities should be directed towards assisting and
complementing Governments' efforts aimed at enhancing the development of hxfma,n
resources particularly among the most disadvanteged groups of population with a
special emphasis on women.
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233. All organizations of the United Nations system, including the regional
commissions, should:

(a) Review existing and proposed plans and projects in this area witp the
aim of integrating the issues of concern to women in all programmes and Projects
in order to improve the effectiveness of those projects as well as to improve the
status of women;

(b) Encourage and support Governments and non-governmental organizationS,
including research institutions, in elaborating appropriate technology projects
and in identifying ways in which women can participate in and contribute to tye
effectiveness of development projects and improve their own economic and socia]

condition;

(c) Organize seminars and workshops on the issues related to women and
development and ensure that the topic of women and development be included in the
substantive discussions of international conferences;

Q\d) Assist Governments in organizing more training courses with the
assistance of the International Research and Training Institute for the Advancenment
of Women (INSTRAW) for improving women's planning, technical and managerial skills
in different fields, especially of functionaries implementing programmes and ;
policies for women. Promote fellowships and other special educational and training
programmes to increase the capacity of women workers and planners so that they
can gain better occupational and social status,

(e) Assist national and regional programmes benefiting women in rural aress.
Programmes for women should be viewed as an investment in the process of
development and women should be included as active participants in the design,
plamming and implementation of projects in all sectors and not simply as
beneficiaries of services;

(f) Ensure that technical co-operation, training and advisory services by the
organizations of the United Nations system are in conformity with national ~,
objectives and with policies outlined in the World Plan of Action and the Programe,
for the Second Half of the Decade. :

23Lk. UNDP should intensify its efforts to encourage and assist CGovernments to find
innovative approaches to achieve their development goals through incorporating
and benefiting women by:

(a) Instructing resident representatives to advise Governments on issues in |
country programmes of particular interest to women, and to monitor regularly
existing programmes and promote project development, co-ordination and
co-operation among United Nations and other organizations so as to further the
achievement of the goals of the Decade;

(b) Continuing to promote regional, subregional and national projects
through regional commissions, national machineries for women and research and
training centres, egpecially activities leading to the introduction and i
devzlopment of new programmes in order to achieve the intepration of women il
development

(¢) Continuing its support for the Voluntary Fund for the Decade for Women.
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235. Governments should formulate, as part of their developxﬁent co~operation
policies, guidelines for the implementation of the Programme of Action for the
Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women.

1. Mcbilization of human resources

236, Efforts should be intensified within the programmes of organizations of the
United Nations system to involve more men in programmes for attitudinal change

in all the relevant sectors, particularly employment, health, education, rural
development and political participation. Men should be involved in health
programmes to ensure that the responsibility for improving the gituation of their
families and communities is not the sole responsibility of women.

237. The effective participation of women, particularly in the developing
countries, in the programmes of organizations in the United Nations system should
be encouraged, including their participation in interregional and regional
seminars and meetings.

238. Women at all levels, especially those from grass-roots organizations, should
be encouraged to play a more effective role at the decision-making level in
international organizations.

239, United Nations organizations and Member States are urged to take the necessary
measures to increase the proportion of women by nominating and appointing women,
particularly from developing countries, for posts in decision-making levels in
secretariats and expert bodies. Member States are also urged to increase the
proportion of women on their delegations to all United Nations meetings, including
meetings of preparatory committees for internationel conferences and to prepare
women to teke an active role in such conferences. In this regard, Member States in
ao-crnerstion with United Nations bocdies should make arrangements for the inclusion
of items on wormen'’s issucs in the agenda of such conferences,

2L0. Measures should be taken to reinforce efforts of Member States, specially
developing ones, to develop and strengthen endogenous capabilities and capacities
for the elaboration of policies for science and technology and for their
application to the solution of problems of development, with special emphusis on
the disparities in the access of women to scientific and technical education and
training.

2. Assistance to women in southern Africa

2l1. The recommendations are addressed to United Nations organizations, the
specialized agencies, Goverrments, international and regional intergovernmental
organizations, women's and anti-apartheid groups, non-governmental organizations
and other groups.

2L2, The assistance provided will be channelled through the southern African
liveration movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity. It is
divided into the following categories of assistance:

(a) Legal, humanitarian, moral and political assistance to women inside

South Africa and Namibia persecuted under repressive and discriminatory legislation
and practices and to their families and to women in refugee cemps;
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(b) Training and assistance to integrate women into positions of leadership
and support within the national liberation movements in the struggle for
liberation;

(¢) Training and assistance for women to play roles in all areas after
liberation in the reconstruction of their respective countries;

(d) 1International support for and co-operation with the southern African
women's struggle;

(e) To disseminate information about apartheid and racism and its effects m
women in southern Africa in particular, and to involve all women in efforts to
eradicate gpartheid and racism and to promote and maintain peace;

(f) To assist in the strengthening of women's sections where they already
exist in the national liberation movements and the creation of such sections where
they do not currently exist as a means of accelerating the achievement of equal
opportunity for women and their full integration in national life. Such women's
sections through the national liberation movements should, in consultations with
the United Nations organizations, the specialized agencies, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, determine and make known their policy and programe
priorities. ’

243, To call on Member States of the United Nations which have not yet done so to
ratify the 1973 Internaticnal Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the
Crime of Apartheid.

3. Asgistance to the Palestinian women inside and outside the occupied
territories

24L, The United Nations organizations, the specialized agencies, United WNations
organs and funds, Govermments, international and regional intergovernmental
organizations and other groups are called upon to provide assistance in
consultation and co-operatiom With the Palestine leeratlon Creanization, the
representative of the Palestinian people:

(a) To undertake studies and research pertinent to the social and economic
conditions of the Palestinian women with a view to identifying their specific
needs and to formulate and implement relevant programmes to meet their needs and
to develop resources and potentialities of women;

(b) To provide legal, humanitarian and political assistance to Palestinian
women in order to allow them to exercise their human rights;

(¢) To establish, expand, and diversify educational and training programmes
for Palestinian women with particular emphasis on expanding technical and
vocational training;

(d) To safeguard and promote the Palestinian heritage and values as the core

of the educational content with a view to preserving the Palestinian national
identity.
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(e) To eliminate all restrictive legal and social measures that hinder
Palestinian women from having access to available employment opportunities and
equal pay for equal work, and to provide them with equal training and employment
opportunities so that they can contribute effectively to the formation of an
integrated Palestinian labour force;

(f) To assist materially and technically women's organizations and
associations, and to provide support to the General Union of Palestinian Women
with a view to develop their institutional capabilities to underteke extension
programmes, adult education and literacy programmes for women and child care
services;

(g) To formulate and implement integrated health and nutrition programmes;
to train Palestinian women in the various medical and paramedical professions and
to strengthen existing health services provided by the Palestinian Red Crescent,
particularly those related to maternal and child care;

(h) To collect and disseminate informetion and data about the effect of
Israeli occupation on the social and economic conditions of the Palestinian women
and their struggle for achieving self-determination, right of return, and right to
national independence and sovereignty.

k. Assistance to women refugees and displaced women the world over

2h5, Humanitarian assistance to and resettlement of refugees, regardless of sex,
race, religion or national origin, and wherever they may find themselves, is an
international responsibility which all nations concerned should help bear.

Because the overwhelming proportion of refugees are women, who generally suffer
more radical changes in role and status than male refugees, the United Nations and
other international organizations are urged to address themselves specifically to
the problems and vulnerabilities of women.

246, The following recommendations are addressed to the United Netions High
Commissioner for Refugees and, within their competence or special interest, the
organizations of the United Nations system, specialized agencies, international,
regional and intergovermmental organizations, non-govermmental organizaticns,
women's groups and all other relevant institutions, competent associations, and
Governments.

247, The United Nations High Commissioner and other bodies mentioned in

paragraph 246, as appropriate, in assisting women refugees, are requested to
formulate specific programmes relevant to them in all phases of refugee life:
relief, local integration, resettlement, and voluntary return to their homes. All
Governments concerned are invited to help, thereby easing the burden on countries
of first asylum in perticular. Third countries should be urged to rcceive refugees
for resettlement without discrimination on the basis of sex or lack of
qualifications. There is a particularly urgent need for senior level
responsibility for the special needs of refugee women, including monitoring, in
the UNHCR and other agencies and organizations involved in refugee relief. These
programmes should also apply to displaced women, wherever appropriate.

2L8. It should be recognized that in refugee situations and of displaced persons,

women and children form the bulk of the refugees and have particular needs.
Therefore special efforts are necessary to ensure their survival and well-being,
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and to prevent their abuse and exploitation. The traditicnal disadvantages of
many women in society are intensified in refugee situations as well as for
displaced persons. This must be recognized in formulating any prograumes of
assistance. The assistance provided through the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees or through bilateral intergovermmental channels as far as resourceg
permit should include the following categories of assistance:

(a) Legal, humanitarian and moral assistance to women refugees ensuring for
them the fullest respect for their human rights in accordance with the principles
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, to prevent exploitation of their ignorance of their
rights and of their comparatively weak position;

(b) Special relief efforts directed to refugee women and children, and
particularly to handicapped persons, to ensure that available aid reaches them;

(c) Assistance and counselling to women refugees at an early phase of their
arrival in the country of asylum, with emphasis on the development of self-
reliance;

(d) Special health care measures and health counselling, including family
plaenning services on a nationally acceptable and voluntary basis for women
refugees, as well as supplemental feeding programmes for pregnant and lactating
women, provided through means relevant to their culture and traditions, and by
women medical workers where necessary;

(e) Training and educational programmes, including orientation, languace and
Job training, designed to facilitate the necessary adjustments of women refugees
to their new life and the preservation of their cultural links with their country
of origin:

(f) Special national and international efforts to facilitate family reunion
and support for tracing prosrarr.s:

(g) Skill development programmes for refugee women so that they may learn
to employ their potential for income-earning activity;

(h) The UNHCR should encourage Govermments in whose territory abuses of
women refugees take place to bring to Justice the perpetrators of such abuses.
Host country Governmments should be encouraged to allow sufficient international
personnel in refugee camps to discourage exploitation or any attacks upon women
refugees.,

2Lbg, Assistance should be provided in strengthening the counselling programme for
women refugees, both in rural settlements and urban centres, and the design of
special social work programmes to reach women refugees, where such programmes do
not at present exist. BSpecial orientation programmes should be provided for women
refugees awaiting resettlement in third countries.

250, The role of women refugees in the operation and administration of refugee
camps should be substantially expanded, including distribution of food and other
supplies, and the design of training and orientation programmes. The UNHCR is
urged to develop policies which actively involve refugee women in self-help
programmes in an effort to utilize their skills and talents fully.
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251: ?hg United Nations system should give high priority in its public information
activities to the need to assist refugee women and children the world over.

B. ZFElaboration and review of international standards

252. Every effort should be made by the United Nations and organizations in the
United Nations system to encourage Covernments:

(a) To sign and ratify or accede to the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women adopted by the General Assembly in its
resolution 34/180, of 18 December 1979, so that it will come into force at an
early date within the period of this Programme;

(b) To sign and ratify or accede to, if they have not yet done so, all
conventions of the United Nations and specialized agencies which relate to
women. 6/

253. The Committee on the Eliminestion of Discrimination against Women should keep
under review the reporting systems under the Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Discrimination against Women once it comes into force. The Commission on
the Status of Women should keep under review the reporting system for the
implementation of the World Plan of Action and the implementation of the Programme
for the Second Half of the Decade.

254, The United Nations and orgenizations in the United Nations system should, in
the Termulation of irternational standards in areas where they do nct exist, take

into account the needs of women.

255. The specialized agencies should submit reports on the implementation of the
Convention in areas falling within the scope of their activities, when requested
to do so, and should attend the meeting of the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women when invited to do so.

256, Measures should be taken by bodies and organizations in the United Nations
system, particularly UNCTAD, UNIDO, the Centre on Transnational Cerporations, the
International Labour Orgenisation and the Food and Agriculture Organization of

the United Nations, to include specific provisions relating to women in the
international codes of conduct for transnational corporations and on the transfer
of technology aimed at diminishing any adverse effects of redeployment of industry
and technology.

C. Research, data collection and analysis

<E£ﬂi)The United Nations, the specinlized agencies, and the regional commissions
should give high priority to underteking multisectoral and interdisciplinary
action-oriented research in relevant and important areas where information does
not already exist on the ways of integrating women in development, with a view
to formulating development objectives, strategies and policy measures responsive

6/ Ece, for example, Human Rights: A Compilaticn of International
Instruments, Wew York, United Wations, 1978; ond International ILabour
Organisation, International TLabour Conventions and Convention on the Elimination
of All Torms of Discrimination sgainst Women, United Nations, New York, 1979,
and International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
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to the needs of women and men. Such research should utilize existing institutions
such as the International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of
Women as well as more use of joint institutions which deal with questions
concerning status of women. The research should be aimed at developing effective
methoiologies of planning for women's development and at evaluating the
participation of women in the informal sectors of the economy; the health status
of women; the double burden of working women and date on the degree of absence of
women because of maternity, educational opportunities or lack thereof for women, in
particular factors contributing to illiteracy, full access of women, inecluding
drop-outs among the female population, to all types and all levels of education;
the conditions of the female~headed household; the participation in the formal
sectors of the economy; political participation and the nature of the contributions
of women's orgenizations. Emphasis should also be given to fuller and more
systematic analysis of all the interrelationships between women's roles in
development and demographic phenomena. Research should also be conducted on
employment opportunities projected for a period of five or ten years after the
Decade for Women, and on training/educational programmes that will meet the need
for the specific work force so identified.

258. Taking into consideration that international migration has become an enduring
process in the labour market, the special problems of migrant women, as related to
their economic functions, legal and social status, difficulties arising from
language barriers and the education of the second generation deserve special
attention. The ILO, in co-operation with bodies such as UNESCO, FAO and WHO,
should continue and develop studies to assess the employment, health and
educational conditions of migrant women with a view to assisting Governments in
reviewing their national and international policies concerning employment, social
security, housing, social welfare policies, and the preservation of the cultural
heritage as well as the use of mass media as supportive channels of information for
migrant women.

@ The United Nations, in close collsboration with specialized agencies and
régional commissions and on the basis of the work done by INSTRAW, should prepare
and make available compendiums of statistics on women, containing the most recent
data, time-trend analyses where available, as well as national and international
measures designed to improve the situation of women. The Directory of
Internaetional Statistics, prepared by the Statistical Office, Department of
International Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat, should
include a special section indicating where relevant data exist by which progress
toward equality between the sexes can be monitored.

@;/The Sub-Committee on Statistical Activities of the Administrative Committee on
Co—ordination, in agreement with INSTRAW, should, as soon as possible, include in
its programme of work consideration of statistics relating to women and develop
short- and long-range goals for improving the quality and relevance of data
pertaining to the conditions of women. Such discussions should include plans to
update data concerning women with a particular emphasis on the development,
evaluation and updating of estimates and projections of the participation of women
in all areas of national life.

261 . The United Nations should, in close collaboration with the specialize(.i .
agencies, the regional commissions and national Governments encourage statlst%cal
operations and practices that are free from sex-based stereotypes and appropriate
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research methodology that would have relevance to the participation of women in
development and equality between the sexes.

262. The United Nations, with the concerned specialized agencies, should pay
special attention to the industries in which the overvhelming majority of employees
are female, analyse the causes of their existence and the possibilities of new
technological patterns leading to deep changes in the respective branches.

263. At the regional level the regional commissions, in collaboration with the
specialized agencies, should:

(a) Assist the countries of the region to establish indicators by which
progress toward equality between the sexes can be monitored. In establishing such
a set of indicators, Governments should be advised to take into account the social
and cultural realities of the country, the current state of the country's
statistical development as well as their individual policy priorities;

{b) Prepare for each region an inventory of social, economiec and demographic
indicators relevant to the analysis of the status of women in the region. For a
better evaluation of development programmes, the utilization of, and access to,
such data should be ensured;

(c) Assist countries in the development of surveys carried out as part of the
national household surveys capability programme, including batteries of questions
of special relevance to the participation of women in development and equality
between the sexes;

{d) 1Increase their level of investment in long-range fundamental research on
women and development, without violation of national priorities, so as to provide a
sound scientific base for development plamming.

D. Dissemination of information and experience

26L4. The respective specialized agencies of the United Natioms, during the second
part of this Decade, should give special consideration to the conditions of work of
vomen, including the problems of working hours and working norms for women, and
bring their conclusions to the attention of member States.

265. The United Nations and UNESCO should ensure the inclusion of wemen in the
current work underteken in preparation for the new international information order
as both recipients and participants in information systems in which their problems
and issues are considered. In the definition of new communication policies the
participation of women and their positive and dymamic image must be emphasized.

266. The United Nations system should ensure that women's issues form an integral
part of the existing international information systems and data banks (such as
AGRIS, INRES, INTIB, DIS), particularly the Information System Unit within the
Department of International Economic and Social Affairs, in order to facilitate
free exchange of experience and knowledge smong international organizations and

their member States.

267. The Joint United Nations Information Committee in carrying out its
responsibilities for programmes of social and economic information should:
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(a) Ensure that its annual plans of action take into consideration issues and
topics of particular interest to women, matters which particularly affect women, as
well as their participation in information activities such as press, publications,
radic programmes, film and televisicn projects, reportage of field trips, seminars,
etc.;

(b) Advocate that an information component be built into projects such as
those assisted by the Voluntary Fund for the Decade and by other organizations of
the United Nations system, and which would be disseminated by the Depdrtment of
Public Information, specialized agencies ete.; '

(¢) ZEnsure that guides and directories of the United Nations Information
Centres contain relevant data and information about programmes and activities of
the United Nations relating to women.

268. The United Nations and other organizations in the United Nations system such
as UNCTAD, UNDP, UNFPA, UNEP, UNIDO, UNICEF, UNITAR, the ILO, FACG, UNESCO, WHC, and
WFP, should include in their publications, media support activities, training
programmes and seminars etc., specific guidelines on issues and topics of particular
interest to women and those in which women could be successfully integrated. 1In
particular, United Nations agencies concerned with development, education,
employment, health, population, food production etc., should increase their
information output on matters affecting wcmen, especially in developing countries,
with emphasis on reaching mass audiences in rural and isolsted regions and
countries where women tend to be cut off from the main media channels.

269. In its programme on major political, economic and social issues as well as on
human interest stories, United Nations radio should include contributions and
participation of women in all these areas. The present weekly radio programme on
women should be continued through the Decade or longer as the need may be, with
adeguate provision being made to adapt it in different languages and distribute it
more extensively. Co-production agreements between United Nations visual service
and local networks to expand the number of films on United Nations topics should
include co-production with women producers in developing countries on films related
to women's issues.

270. The United Nations should issue booklets, pamphlets and publications with
periodic progress reports on Decade activities and encourage the exchange of
information and experience between women in Member States through study visits and
the distribution of publications. The United Nations Handbook on the New
International Economic Order should include data and information on aspects of
women's participation. The Development Forum and other publications should contain
items related to the Decade. The United Nations Information Centres should improve
their library materials on women and disseminate information on women more
actively, especially in developing countries. Information on women should be on the
agenda of meetings of the directors of the Centres throughout the Decade.

271. The United Nations and organizations of the United Nations system dealing with
development should strengthen their information components relating to women in
development and highlight the communication component of development projects.
Well-documented and built-in communication components should be included in all
development programmes or projects for the integration of women in development, and
more adequate evaluation of the uses of media in development support to spread
knowledge and increase the possibility of transfer. The United Nations and

~56-



orgenizations of the United Nations system should collect and disseminate
information on training programmes in development communication with special
reference to programmes for women.

272, Information including detailed bibliographies of studies and cther materials
produced by the United Nations and its specialized agencies on women in the
development process should be widely distrituted to member nations and appropriate
private research organizations to facilitate access to such information.

E. Review and appraisal

273. The United Nations system should continue to carry out a comprehensive and
critical biennial review and appraisal of progress achieved in implementing the
provisions of the World Plan of Action and of the Programme for the Second Half of
the Decade. The central role iIn the carrying out of this review and appraisal
should be played by the Commission on the Status of Women. The reporting system as
well as the measures for dissemination of information should be designed for the
effective use of the result of monitoring by all bodies concerned.

274. The Commission on the Status of Women and the Branch for the Advancement of
Women should be strengthened by resetting priorities within existing budgetary
resources. The Integrated reporting system should be improved, as should the
Commission's ability to consider communications and the capacity for publicizing
its work.

275. Vith a view to achieving the full integration of women into the over-all
development planning of the United Nations, the review and appraisal of progress
made in implementing the World Plan of Action and the Programme of Action for the
Second Half of the Decade should be part of the procedures for the review and
appraisal of progress made in the implementation of international development
strategy for the third United Nations Development Decade.

276. The specialized agencies and organizations of the United Nations system as
well as other intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations concerned should
consider the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the Decade and assist in
its implementation.

2T7. The existing special mechanisms within the United Nations bodies and existing
specialized agencies should be strengthened to implement the Programme of Action,
to increase the incorporation of women's needs into all their programmes and
activities and also to increase women's participation in and benefit from those

programmes and activities.

278. The secretariats of all organizations within the United Nations system as well
8s of intergovernmental and non-governmental orgaenizations concerned should amend
their recruitment, training, promotion and remuneration policies as necessary in
order to ensure equal treatment and status for men and women employed by the
organizations whether as temporary, fixed-term or permanent employees or as
consultants. Such organizations should, when requesting data on women's employment
from member countries with a view to publication, provide and publish comparable
data on the situation as regards women's employment within the organization

concerned.
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279. Guidelines should be established wherever they do not already exist for the
study of programmes and projects in respect of their likely impact on women, and
measures should be taken for monitoring and evaluating such programmes with respect
t0o their benefits to women. '

280. Co-ordination and co-operation among the specialized agencies and United
Nations hodies should be effected by increasing use of the Inter-Agency Progreamme
for the Decade for Women and of the Branch for the Advancement of Women.

281. The regional commissions in their periodic reviews and appraisals sutmitted to
the Economic and Social Council should report fully on specific aspects of the
situation of women in every sector of their development programmes on the basis of
replies to the questionnaire on the implementation of the World Plan of Action and
the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the Decade. These should bhe
supplemented by appraisals of specific sectors undertaken by the regional
commissions and specialized agencies, reports of relevant regional meetings of the
United Nations and other documents and independent research.

282. Regional commissions should submit reports regularly to the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarien Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat on this
Programme as part of the over—-all review and appraisal of the World Plan of Action.
There should be a close co-ordination of the regional programmes for the
advancement of women with United Nations Headquarters to ensure a better use of
resources.

283. Regional commissions should ensure that the high-level regional
intergovernmental and expert meetings which they periodically convene should
include, in their over-all periodic appraisal, an assessment of the situation of
women as a fundamental prerequisite for planning action programmes to meet the
objectives of the third development decade and the New International Economic

Order.

28L4. Special efforts should be made by the United Nations and regional commissions
to assist Govermments of Member States which have difficulty in providing resources
to complete the questiomnaire and submit data required for the review and
appraisal.

VI. REGIONAL POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES

285. The international policies and programmes outlined above have clear
application at the regional level and should also be regarded as regional
priorities. In addition, the regional commissions, in co-operation with the
regional offices of the specialized agencies, have specific responsibilities to
provide assistance to Govermments and non-governmental organizations for developing
policies, strategies and programmes for the second half of the Decade in the light
of the review and appraisal of progress achieved in the first half.

286. The strengthening of appropriate regional action programmes for women should
be based on the development of co-operation between the countries of the region
with the aim of promoting the principle of self-reliance. The formulation of
regional policies and programmes is a multidimensional process requiring the
adoption of action-oriented measures that are both bilateral and multilateral in
scope and which require an increase in financial, technical and personnel resources

-58-



u;imp1§ment effectively regional programmes and priorities. To this end, regional
commissions should adopt the following measures:

(%) Integrgte the recommendations of this Programme into the work programme
of their respective sectoral units so that its implementation contributes to the
development stretegy of the third United Nations Development Decade;

(b) Promote fellowship and other special training programmes, particularly in
the tertiary sectors which comprise the majority of the female labour Fforce both in
rural and urban areas, so that women can improve and/or gain occupational and
socio~economic status;

(¢) Strengthen the information and data collection systems with a view to
providing better analysis of data on the situation and work of women, including, in
particular, improved national, regional and subregional reviews of progress
achieved in the implementation of this programme of action; and providing a basis
for more effective advisory services to Govermments regarding progremmes for women;

(@) Intensify their activities in promoting adeguate national social
infrastructure allowing women and men to discharge their dual role in the family
and in society;

(e) Undertake "skilled womenpower" inventories at natioral , subrcgional and
regional levels so that trained women can have equal opportunities to be recruited
in jobs related to main areas of the development process at national, regicnal and

international levels.

Institutional arrangements

287, Measures should be taken for:

(a) Strengthening the offices of the regional commissions by recruiting women
for posts at a high level of decision-making and responsibility. Such posts should
include those of progremme officers provided for in regular budgets and not only
from extrabudgetary sources, and responsible for implementing the programmes for
the second half of the Decade. The regional commissions should establish posts at
a high level to co-ordinate and implement policies and programmes relating
specifically to the status of women;

(b) The reinforcement of the regional centres for research and training.
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B. RESOLUTIONS AND DECISION ADOPTED BY THE COWFERENCE

1. Fanily planning

Whereas women constitute half the population of the world but remain victims
of sex discrimination, which is fundamentally unjust, an infringement of human
rights and an offence against human dignity,

Whereas the International Conference on Human Rights held at Teheran in 1968
affirmed for men and women the "basic human right to decide freely and responsibly
on the number and spacing of their children", T/

Whereas the United Nations World Population Conference held at Bucharest in

—

197k 8/ expanded this right to include access to information, education and means
for women to determine their own fertility,

Whereas the World Plan of Action for the Implementation cf the Objectives of
the International Women's Year adopted at Mexico City in 1975 2/ reaffirmed this
ripht because it has a decidive impact on the ability of women to take advantage
of educational and employment oprortunities and to participate fully in community
life as responsible citizens, and because of the well-recognized effects of family
planning and child spacing on maternal and child health,

Whereas, despite these exhortations, millions of women throughout the world
are still in need of family planning services, and

Whereas, inadequacies of Governments and societies to provide the family
planning education and services desired by millions of women is one of the obstacles
to the socio-economic development of their countries and the attainment of a better
quelity of life for their people,

Acknowledging that the International Conference of Parliamentarians on
Population and Development held at Colombo from 28 August to 1 September 1979 has
recommended an annual target of one billion dollars in international assistance to
be achieved by 198k,

Therefore, the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Bouality, Development and Peace,

1. Calls upon Governments to take all appropriate measures, including
legislative ones, within the framework of national policies, to provide information,
education and means to enable women and men to exercise freely the right to
determine their family size;

2. Recommends that contributing Governments should set aside an appropriate
proportion of their resources for population programmes.

Z/ Final Act of the International Conference on Human Rights, Teheran 22 April.
13 May 1963, United Nations publication, Sales No. A8.XIV.2, resoluticn XVIII.

8/ Report of the United Nations World Population Conference, 197k, United
Fations publication, Sales No., B.75.XIII.3.

9/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico City:
19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales ‘lo. B.76.IV.1, pp. 8 ot sea.
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2. Improving the situation of disabled women of sll sses

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Fquelity,
Development and Peace,

Recalling Feonomic and Social Council resolution 1921 (LVIIT) of 6 Mey 1975,
requesting programmes for preventing disability and rehebilitating disabled persons,

b4

Recalling General Assembly resolution 3447 (XXX) of 9 December 1975,
proclaiming the Declaration on the Rights of DNisabled Persons,

Recalling resolution 13 of the World Conference of the International Women's
Year entitled "Social security and family security for women, ineluding the
elderly and the handicapped', 10/

Recalling General Assembly resolution 31/123 of 16 December 1976, proclaiming
the year 19C1 "International Year of Nisabled Persons",

Recalling the Declaration on Social Progress and Development approved by the

General Assembly in its resolution 2542 (XXIV), especially its article 19 (d),

Recalling General Assembly resolution 3L/154 of 17 December 1979 entitled
"International Year of Disabled Persons', with the theme "full perticivation and
equality",

Recalling resolution 2 (XXVIIT) of the Commission on the Status of Women of
L March 1980 conveying concern over the situation of disabled women to the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women held in Copenhagen,

Noting with appreciation the activities of Governments, United Wations
organizations, the specialized agencies, and non-governmental organizations in
connexion with the International Year of Disabled Persons,

Bearing in mind the importance of co~ordinated activities at the internationsal,
regional and national levels for the nurpose of programmes for disabled persons
to prevent disability and for rehabilitation,

Recognizing that, while disabled women and men have the same right to enjoy a
decent life, including general and vocational training and employment, disabled
vomen of all ages encounter particulsr difficulties in developing their individual
abilities and skills to the maximum, in becoming as self-reliant as possible and
in participating fully in social life,

Bearing in mind that certain countries, at their present stage of development,
can devote only limited efforts to this end,

1. Appeals to all women and men of the world to support and contribute to
the success of the International Year of Disabled Persons 1981 and the
implementation of the Plan of Action for the Year:

10/ Revort of the World Conference of the International Vomen's Year, Mexico
City, 19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales No. E.T6.IV.1,
p. 85,
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2. Requests Governments, the United Nations and other concerned United
Nations organizations, in order to ensure the implementation of the Plan of Action
for the International Year of Disabled Persons, l;/ to give special attention to
disabled women in order to promote their full participation and integration in all
fields of normal life and to provide them with recreational activities;

3. Requests that programmes of all Member States of the United Nations for
the International Year of Disabled Persons should explicitly take into consideration
the special needs of disabled women of all ages for medical, social and vocational
rehabilitation with the object of:

(a) Assuring the prevention of disability through education, particularly of
parents so as to avoid disablement caused by genetic, congenital and accidental
factors:

(b) Providing general, vocational and health education for disabled women,
including adequate assistance, care and guidance;

(c) Fnlarging the scale of vocational skills and training facilities in order
to enable disabled women to perform jobs requiring qualifications, including
non-traditional Jjobs;

(d) Providing conveniently situated training and employment facilities,
wherever possible, in the proximity of the family's home, in order that parents mey
more easily arrange for the training of disabled children and that disabled women
with family responsibilities can participate in such programmes and activities;

(e) Providing technical and financial support and social services to assist
disabled persons in their domestic responsibilities and to enable disabled mothers
to bring up their children;

(f) Acknowledging the special needs of women who have disabled children or
provide full-time care for disabled relatives for appropriate support services,
including relief programmes;

(g) Encouraging special attention to the particular problems of disabled
women of all ages in study and research projects designed to facilitate their
practical participation in daily life as well as in training and on the labour
market

(h) Facilitating the immigration and care of disabled refugees and disabled
displaced persons;

(i) Encouraging and supporting research on appropriate technological aids
needed by disabled women with the aim of making these aids available at low cost;

L, Requests the specialized agencies, in particular the Torld Health
Organization, the United "ations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,

the International Labour Organisation, the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization, the High Commissioner for Refugees and other United Nations bodies

11/ See document A/3L/158.
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gnd programmes concerned to tale into consideration, in their sctivities and
programees, the needs of disabled women of all ages and the necessity to improve

their sitga?ion throush preventive and rehabilitative measures, and to co-ordinate
their activities in this area:

?- .Eglsgm§§.the efforts of non-gsovernmental organizations, particularly those
organizations of disabled persons themselves and their families, and asks for public
and financinl assistance-

6. Decides that, in implementing the Programme of Action for the Second Half
of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, the needs
of disabled women of all ages should be taken fully into account internationally,
regionally and nationally;

7. Requests the Advisory Committee for the International Year of Disabled

Persons in drafting the long-term World Programme of Action related to the Year, to
take into account the special needs of disabled women of all ages.

3. Miprant women

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Vomen: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Affirming the need to establish international co-operation by resolving
international problems of an economic, social, intellectual or humanitarian nature
and by developing and encouraging human rights and fundamental freedom for all
vithout distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,

Recallinr the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
and the Convention on the Llimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against VWomen,
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the Internaticnal Covenant
on Leconomic, Social and Cultural Rights,

Recognizins above all the economic and social contributions of migrant women
vorkers as well as men to the economic and social rehabilitation and development of

the host country,

Considering the Migrant Vorkers Convention, 1975, and the Recommendation
concerning Miprant Workers, 1075, adopted by the General Conference of the
International Labour OrganisAtion,

Avare of the special problems vhich confront migrant women and which call for
special attention in addressing the general problems of migrant workers,

Expressing its deep concern at the fact that, despite the general effort made
by the lember States of the United Nations, the regional intergovernmental
orranizations and the various agencies of the United Nations, migrant workers, and
Particularly women, are still not entitled in many countries to exercise their

fundamental rights,

Recalline that the family is the natural and fundamental group unit of socilety
and is entitled to mrotection by society and the State and that, in that context, the
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families of miprant wvorkers -~ hoth men and womren - are entitled to the same
protection as the migrant workers themselves,

oting with appreciation the efforts of the United Nations Educational,
Seientific and Cultural Organization in the field of education of migrant workers
and theilr families,

Bearing in mind the need for the Covernments of host countries and of countries
of origin to co-operate with a view to finding satisfactory solutions to the problems
of migrant workers, and migrant women particularly, and taking note of the efforts
being made to achieve that goal by many countries,

Having taken note of General Assembly resolution 34/172 of 17 December 1979 on
measures to improve the situation and ensure the human rights and dignity of all
migrant workers and their families,

1. Calls upon all States, taking into account the provisions of the relevant
instruments adopted by the International Labour Organisation, of the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and of the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, to take
all necessary measures to prevent and put an end to all discrimination against
migrants and to ensure the implementation of such measures;

2. Recommends that all States concerned should adopt the following principles
as a basis for their action relating to migrant women:

(a) The Governments of host countries should devote particular attention to
the problems of migrant women when defining and implementing the measures aimed at
eliminating all discriminations between man and woman as regards their access to
the labour market;

(b) All appropriate measures should be adopted for preventing any and all
discrimination, also de facto, against migrant women in connexion with the conditions
of their stay and employment;

(¢) The Governments of host countries should pguarantee to migrant women egual
rights to accede to orientation, vocational training and permanent education courses;
they should furthermore enable migrant women to benefit, to the same extent as
national women workers, from the facilities for vocational gqualification and
retraining granted by the competent national hodies;

(d) The Governments of host countries should promote, in co-operation with
the countries of origin under bilateral agreements, all measures aimed at fostering
the professional advancement of migrant women, should they change their type of
employment in the host country and their reintegration upon their return to their
country of origin;

(e) Should medical examinations be required as a precondition for entering
the country or the employment market, the host country shall ensure that such
medical examinations do nct discriminate against women and do not affect their
dignity;:

(f) Both the countries of origin and the host countries should, through close
co-operation between them, provide to migrant women, in a language understandable
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t0 them,‘hoth before their departure and during their stay, the necessary
information on the living and labour conditions in the host country, as well as on
the rights and obligations provided for in the national legislation and on the
lepal and administrative procedures offering the best protection of their rights;

(g) The Governments of host countries should ensure full equality of access
for miprants and nationals to health and social services eand should furthermore
encourage the development of a social service network capable of concretely
assisting mifrant women to adapt to the loecal social environment ;

(h) Within this framevork, the Governments of host countries should
facilitate the access of mipgrant wvomen to the services and facilities pranted to
unmarried mothers on a basis of full equality with their nationals;:

(i) In particular, the host countries should create reception centres,
wvherever they are nccessary and in relation to the size of the communities of
migrants, and should provide them with the necessary means for meeting the needs of
migrant women:

(3) The Governments of host countries should adopt all necessary measures to
make possible in their territories a normal family life for migrant workers, men
and women, by reuniting families:

(k) The Governments of host countries should ensure to migrants full equality
both with their nationals and between men and women, as regards access to social
dvellings and to facilities for buying a home, in conformity with the lavs of the
host country;

(1) The Governments of host countries should promote the cultural development
of migrant women and their communication with the social environment of the host
country, above all through the teaching of the local language in order that they
should be able to overcome the particular problems confronting them, and these
Governments should make a particular effort to enable migrant workers, both men and
vomen, to meet their educational responsibilities with respect to their children
in a different living envircnment:

(m) The Governments of host countries and of the countries of origin should
co-operate and adopt the necessary measures for maintaining the social, cultural
and linpuistic ties between migrant women and their families and their country of
origin, also with a view to facilitate their reintegration if they should return

to their home country;

(n) Within the framework of the measures aimed at protecting the rights of
vomen, the Governments of host countries should actively endeavour to prevent and
prosecute all violations of the rights of all migrant women without exception, also
as regards violence, exploitation and ill-treatment to which they may be

particularly exposed:

(o) All Stotes should give the maximum possible publicity, also through the
mass media, to all information aimed at promoting an increased awareness and a
better understanding of the specific problems of migrant women, in pursuance of
the principles contained in this resolution;

(p) The Covernments of host countries should adopt, also in co-operation
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1:73'.1;}1 the countries of origin, all necessary measures for contributing to an
inaroved protection of migrants from the exploitation connected with illegal
mizratior, whose consequences affect particularly mipgrant women, taking into
account the provisions contained in the International Labour Organisation

Corvention Yo. 143 and other international instruments of the ILO on the protection
a7 migrant workers: )

3. Further recommends, with a view to promoting the implementation of the
above principles, that the Working Group to be established by the General Assembly
ot its thirty-fifth session to elaborate a draft convention on the protection of
the rights of migrant workers and their families, should devote particular
attention to the nroblems of nigrant women.

L. FElderly women and economic security

The Vorld Conference of the United Hations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Recognizings that in many societies, because of longer life expectancy,
elderly women are a fast growing segment of national populations,

Considering that in many States !embers of the United Nations this phenomenon
has not been dealt vith comprehensively,

Taking into account the value and worth of the elderly populations of the
world and concerned by reports of neglect and denial of basic economic security for
the expanding elderly population of the world, including women,

Recalling the spirit of resolution 13, "Social security and family security
for women, including the elderly and the handicapped”, that was adopted by the
World Conference of the International Women's Year in Mexico City in 1975, 12/

Recalling General Assembly resolution 34/153 of 17 December 1979 calling for
a World Assembly on the Elderly in 1982 and the request that the Secretary-General
and relevant arencies collect data on the elderly,

Pecallings the conclusions of the study prepared for the Secretariat concerning
women and international conferences ;_3/ discussed at this Conference,

1. Requests States Members of the United INations to ensure that women are
included in the planning process for and are appointed as members of their
delerations to the World Assembly on the Elderly in 1682;

to pay, in proceedings of the said World Assembly, special attention to the
probhlems that elderly women face in their socleties:

2. Requests lember States and the Secretary-General of the United Nations

12/ Report of the World Conference of the Inte.:rnational Women's Year, Mexico
City, 19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales No. E.T76.IV.1,

p. 85.
13/ £ /CONF.94/10 and Corr.l and 2.
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3: Requests the Sgcretary—General, in collecting data on the situation of
the eging as called for in General Assembly resolution 34/153 to incorporate
specifically, data on elderly women: .

' k, ' Further requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation with the relevant
1nternatlo?al agencies, to prepare a comparative study on the availability of social
and economic security for elderly women and their need for a minimum standard of
social security:

5. Requests that these data should be submitted to Member States
participating in the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women, to
the World Assembly on the Elderly, to the Commission on the Status of Women at its
tventy-ninth session, with a viev to recommending necessary action related to the
plight of elderly women throughout the world.

>. Battered women and violence in the family

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Recalling paragraph 131 of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of
the Objectives of the International Women's Year in section F concerning the
family in modern society, Lk/

Considering that violence in the home and in the family as well as in
institutions, and in particular physical, sexual and other forms of abuse of
women, children and the elderly constitutes an intolerable offence to the dignity
of human beings as well as a grave problem for the physical and mental health of
the family as well as for society,

Recognizing that domestic violence is a complex problem for which the causes
vary , but whose contributing factors include geographic or social isclation,
financial difficulties, irregular employment, alcohol or drug abuse and low self-
esteem,

Recognizing that long-held attitudes that diminish the value of women have
resulted in virtual immunity from prosecution of persons who commit acts of
violence against members of their families and against women in the care of

institutions, '

Believing also that improved communication asmong and within Member States of
the United Nations has drawn increasing attention to this serious problem,

Avare that batterings of family members must be recognized as a problem of
serious social consequences that perpetuates itself from one generation to the

next,

1. Regquests the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in co-operation

1L/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico
City, 19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.IV.1,

r. 27.
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with all the relevant organizations of the United Nations system, to prepare a
study on the extent and types of physical, sexual and other forms of abuse in
families and institutions and on existing rescurces available for dealing with this

problem;

2. Recommends that the Secretary-fGeneral of the United Nations should
submit this study to the Commission on the Status of VWomen at its twenty-ninth
session for consideration of appropriate further action;

3. Further urges lMember States to consider, where appropriate, establishing
family courts, staffed wherever possible with personnel, including women, trained
in law and in various other relevant disciplines, as well as those with special
expertise and experience:

L, Urges Member States to adopt measures to protect the victims of family
violence and to implement programmes whose aims are to prevent such abuse as well
as to provide centres for the treatment, shelter, and counselling of victims of
violence and sexual assault and to provide other services such as alcohol and drug
abuse rehabilitation, housing, employment, child care, and health care.

6. Peviey and evaluation of progress made in the implementation
of the World Plan of Action at the national level

The World Conference of the United Wations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Noting that for the Conference the Secretary-General had prepared under
agenda item 8 (a) extensive revorts, which were presented as official Conference
documents, 15/

Recognizing the valuable work done by the Secretary-General of the Conference
in preparing these reports, based on the replies of 93 Governments to the
gquestionnaire on the implementation of the World Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year, as well as on
other relevant information,

laving noted that documents A/CONF.94/11 and Add.l and Add.1l/Corr.l and 2 do
not contain information on existing national machinery and legislation in a number
of States !lembers,

Congidering that these reports are a useful source to everyone interested in
the situation and status of women at the mid-point of the Decade and also serve as
baseline data for evaluating the progress during the second part of the Decade,

1. Invites delegations of countries which have not so far provided
information on their national machinervy and legislation to do so by 31 August 1080:

2, Reccrmends that the Secretary--General should seek to ensure that the

15/ A/CONF.94/30, A/CONF,OL/8/Rev.l, A/CONF.94/9, A/CONF.9L/10, A/CONF.OL/11,
A/CONF.94/13 and A/CONF.9L/25 with addenda and corripenda.
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documents on review and evaluation of the progress achieved in the implementation
of the TInrld Plan of Action at the national level, including the statistical anner,
are publiched in a single document as soon as feasible after the Conference in w
fort easily accessible to the largest mossible number of persons.

T. The role of vomen in the preparation of societies
for life in meace

The Vorld Conference of the United Mations Decade for Women: FRauality,
hevelopment and Peace,

Proceeding from the lofty purposes and princinles of the Charter of the
llnited Nations,

Reiterating the validity of the Vorld Plan of Action for the Implementation
of the Objectives of the International Wonen's Year, lé/

Recalling the Declaration of llexico on the Equality of Women and their
fontribution to Development and Peace, 1975, 1T/

Welcoming the United Nations Declaration on the Prepsration of Societies for
Tife in Peace 18/ as consonant with the puiding theme of the Conference: "Equality.
Development and Peace’,

Recopnizing that peace amonp, nations is humankind's parsrount value, held in
the hifhest esteen by all principal nolitical, social and religious movements,

Convinced that everv nation and every human being, rerardless of race,
conscience, lanpuarme or sex, has the inherent right to life in peace and that
respect for that right, as well as for the other human rights, is in the cormon
interest of all humankind and an indispensable condition of the advancement of all
nations, larre and snall, in all fields,

Reaffirming the increasinglv important role of women as agents of national and
international political, social and economic changes in building more just
rational societies, and in the strupmle for fundamental national rirhts and self-
determination of peoples and against wars of angression, in strenpthening peace,
détente and security, enhancing disarmament and establishing a new international
economic order,

Convinced that colonialism, racism, apartheid., alien domination, racial
discrimination, acquisition of land by force, foreign occupation, the armaments
race and prejudices of all kinds immede the active participation of women in all
fields of human endeavour,

16/ Report of the orld Conference of the International Vomen's Year, !"exico

Citv, 19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.IV.1,
n. 8 et seq.

17/ Ibid., »n. 2.
18/ Ceneral Assemblv resolution 33/73 of 15 December 1978.
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Rt?cognizin(: the efforts of women as individuals and in groups towards the
prqmc_)tlon of friendly relations among nations, international co-operation and the
stisainment of international peace, as well as their great role, to be played at

a1l Aevels, in educating, training, advocating and decision-making for peace,

ncourapming more active participation by women in international governmental

and nen-governmental organizations working for the strengthening of international
neace and co-operation,

Noting the importance of the mass communication media and the schooling systems
in determining the attitudes and wvalues of the community, as well as their great
potential as a vehicle for social change which can exercise a significant influence
in helping to remove prejudices and stereotypes, thereby accelerating the acceptance
of women's expanding role in society and promoting eguality, |

Believing that the family, as a basic unit of society, remains an important g
factor of socisl, political and cultural change,

1. States that peace is a precondition of life and survival and thet the
preparation of societies for life in peace calls for a special kind of education,
the ultimate goal of which is to bring about a situation in which all the future
penerations will live in lasting peace and in their attitudes towards other nations
will not have to overcome the legacies of ignorance and prejudice of the past
epochs;

2. Considers that one of the tasks of States and international organizations
in their endeavour to make the world involvement of women in all spheres meaningful
is to pursue disarmament efforts, eliminate economic inequality, discrimination |
and exploitation, aggressive wars, colonisalism, neo-colonialism, racism, apartheid,
mess and flagrant violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms which
contradict the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and
the very notion of the preparation of societies for life in peace;

3. Recognizes that impeding the economic, social and political participatiom

of women is contrary to the ideals of the preparation of societies for life in
peace

L, Stresses that preparation for peace starts with and in the family, where
women end men should be encouraged to instil in their children the values of mutual
respect and understanding for all peoples, tolerance, racial equality? sexual
equality, the right of every nation to self-determination and the desire to
maintain international co-operation, peace and security in the world;

5. Appeals to all women, including in particular those involved in the
public and political life of their respective countries, to I{lake every effort to
discourage and eliminate incitement to racial hatred? prejudice, national or other
discrimination, injustice or advocacy of violence and war:

6. Appeals also to women srtists, writers, journalist53 educatox_'s and ciwvic
leadcrs to act perseveringly and consistently with a view_to implementing the' .
noble ideas of preparing societies for life in peace, an important part o@‘ :hIChlza
¢limination of the bias and stereotypes preve'tillng in different qgarters in ;31?_9/_
vv the revision of textbooks and school curricula and the adaptation of teaching

methods:
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T. Calls upon all States, in a concerted effort, with due regard for the
constitutional rights and the role of the family, the institutions and organizations
concerned:

(a) To provide women with new opportunities to become more closely involved,
both on a national and international plane, in the process of preparing societies
for life in peace;

(b) To ensure that their relevant policies, including educational processes
and teaching methods as well as information activities, incorporate contents
compatible with the task of the preparation for peace of entire societies and, in
particular, the young generations:

(c) To develop various forms of bilateral and multilateral co-operation, also
in international governmental and non-governmmental organizations, with a view to
enhancing the preparation of societies for life in peace;

(d) To utilize to the fullest the media channels in continuing the educational
process of goodwill and understanding among all peoples:

8. Urges all Governments, national and international organizations, both
governmental and non-governmental, the mass media, educational bodies and all
individuals concerned, to strengthen their efforts to distribute information on
women and their contribution to the promotion of the processes of preparing
societies for life in peace;

Q. Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations to take due account in
his rport to the General Assembly, under resolution 33/73, of women's contribution
to the implementation of the Declaration on the Preparation of Societies for Life
in Peace.

8. Gathering of data concerning women throurh
census guestionnaires

The lorld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Considerinr that one of the obstacles encountered in the majority of countrieg
in the first five-year period was the difficulty of completing appraisal
auestionnaires,

Considering also that this difficulty has arisen because statistics concerning
vomen are unavailable except in so far as women form part of family units,

Considering further that census and survey forms do not contain the necessary
breakdovn of data for evaluating the progress made by women towards development,

Decides to suggest to Governments and, through the Secretary-General of the
United Mations, to internaticnal organizations that are co-operating in the
formulation of generally accepted rules for the taking of censuses and surveys, that
they should review and revise the forms and questionnarires so as to provide
separate data on women that can be used for measuring their progress towards

integration in development.
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9, Intensification of drought control in the Sahel

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Considering that, in Africa, the phenomenon of degertification and the
encroachment of the Sahel are permanent threats to the countries south of the
Sahara,

Considering also that, because of the resulting drought, living conditions are
becoming steadily worse and thus damaging the health of, and demoralizing, the
populations of these regions,

Considering further that, in such circumstances, women are the first to suffer
from unemployment, migration and the abandonment of their families, for whom they
become solely responsible, although they do not have the means or education
necessary for their care,

Convinced that, in such a social and economic context, there can be no progress
in the advancement of women in terms of the minimum objectives of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,

Having regard to resolution CM/RES.808 (XXXV), which was adopted by the summit
meeting of the Organization of African Unity held at Freetown (Sierra Leone) from
18 to 28 June 1980 and which called for increased assistance to the African
countries suffering the effects of drought, desertification and other natural
disasters,

1. Decides to request the United Nations and its specialized agencies to
intensify their efforts to combat desertification and drought in the Sahel;

2. Suggests that this aim should be pursued nct by the establishment of new |
bodies, but, rather, by providine the existing regional bodies engaged in this work,
such as the Permanent Inter-State Committee on Drought Control in the Sahel and :
the United Nations Sghelian Office, with additional technical and material
resources.

10. Assistance to Lebanese women

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Viomen: Eguality,
Development and Peace,

Proceeding from the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace and considering the internaticnal co-operation
necessary to achieve these objectives,

Conscious of the problems of destruction, displacement, economic stagnation
and social and family dispersion suffered by Lebanon during the last five years,

Recalling Security Council and General Assembly resolutions and, in particular,

Security Council resolution 425 concerning the repeated Israeli attacks against
southern Lebanon.
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Imphasizing that the effects of such problems on the deteriorating living
conditions, including job opportunities, health services and educational conditions,

were and still are felt more deeply by Lebanese women in general and by women in
southern Lebanon in particular,

Having regard to the recommendation concerning assistance to Lebanese women
in general and women in southern Lebanon in particular 19/ which was adopted by
the Regional Preparatory Meeting of the Economic Commission for Western Asia, held
at Damascus from 10 to 13 December 1979, and which is included in its report to
the World Conference,

Urges the United Nations and its specialized agencies to give the necessary
attention to the needs of Lebanese women in general and women in southern Lebanon
in particular, to study means of meeting those needs and to provide financial,
material and technical assistance from various international sources.

19/ A/CONF.94/18, sect. III, para. 3 (e).
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11. Vomen's narticivation in the strengthenine of international
peace and security end in the struggle apainst colonijalism,
racism, racial discrinination, foreign agmaression and
occupation and all forris of foreirn domination

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: [Dquality,
Development and Peace,

Reaffirming the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women, i.e.,
equality, development and peace, the Declaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women
and their Contribution to Development and Peace, 1975, the World Plan of Action and
other relevant decisions adopted at the World Conference of the International
Women's Year, 20/

Taking into account that secure peace and social progress, the establishment of
a new international economic order as well as the full enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms require the active participation of women, their equality and
development

Recalling General Assembly resolution 34/158 of 17 December 1979 and Economic
and Social Council resolution 1980/36 of 2 May 1980 concerning the question of
eleborating a draft declaration on the participation of women in the struggle for
the strengthening of international peace and security and against colonialism,
racism, racial discriminstion, foreign aggression and occupation and all forms of
foreign domination,

Taking into account the views expressed by the Commission on the Status of
Women at its twenty-eighth session,

Requests the General Assembly, in conformity with Economic and Social Council
resolution 1980/36 of 2 May 1980 to further at its thirty-fifth session the
elaboration of a draft declaration on the participation of women in the struggle for
the strengthening of international peace and security, against colonialism, racism,
racial discrimination, foreign aggression and occupation and all forms of foreign
domination on the basis of the views and proposals contained in the Secretary-
Ceuesrul's report 21/ concerning the nature and the content of such a draft
declaration.

12. The situation of women refugees and displaced women the world over

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Vomen: Equality,
Develorment and Peace,

Noting the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 22/

Recognizing that the problems of refugees and displaced persons affect every
continent and place special burdens on developing countries,

20/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico
City, 19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.IV.1, pp. 2
et seq.

21/ E/CN.6/626 and Add.l.
22/ A/CONF.9L/2k.
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Awvare that the substantial majority of refugees in most areas are women and
children,

Bearing in mind that displaced and refugee women suffer more radical changes
in roles and status than refugee men,

Recalling the special requirements of women refugees, especially pregnant and
lactating women, women with small children and women as heads of families and
households,

Deeply concerned that existing assistance to refugees and displaced persons
does not adequately address the special needs of refugee women and children,

Aware of the effects of separation or death on refugee families, especially
refugee women and children,

Shocked by reports of physical abuse of refugee women and girls,

Recalling the principles of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of
Refugees 23/ and the 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees g&/ and
mindful of the need to apply them to refugees wherever they find themselves, without
discrimination as to sex, race, age, religion or country of origin,

1. Urges all States to recognize their responsibilities and to share the
burden of refugee assistance, whether in providing first asylum, permanent
resettlement opportunities or financial support;

2. Strongly urges all States to co-operate with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees in order to assure full implementation of his mandate to
protect women and children in particular, and further strongly urges States
receiving refugees to protect their well-being and legal rights under international

law and national legislation;

3. Strongly urges Governments to bring to justice those who abuse refugee
women and children, and to take every possible step to prevent such abuses;

L, Urges the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
in co-operation with other concerned United Nations agencies and international and
non-governmental organizations, to establish the programmes necessary for dealing
with the special needs of displaced and refugee women, especially in the areas of
health, education and employment;

»

5. Recommends that the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, in collaboration with other organizations within the United Nations
system, should establish special health and nutritional programmes, particularly
for pregnant and lactating women;

6, Requests that family planning information and methods should be available
on a voluntary and nationally acceptable basis to both refugee men and womenj;

7. Urges the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to

. . " . -
23/ United iations. fGreaty Series. vol. 1J9 To. 1545 p. 150,

2b/ Thid. . vol. €06, To. 8791, ». 267,
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work with host-country Governments to encourage the participation of women in the
adwinistration of refugee humanitarian assistance programmes, including distribution
of food and other supplies in first asylum countries and in the design and

management of vocational training and orientation programmes in first-asylum and
resettlement countries;

8. Urges the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
in co~operation with other United Nations and non-govermmental agencies and the
States concerned, to develop and implement programmes of resettlement and family

reunification, including special programmes for reuniting unaccompanied children
with their families;

9. Calls upon the organizations of the United Nations system, and the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in particular, to give high
priority in their public information activities to the need to address the special
requirements of displaced and refugee women and children the world over;

10. Recommends that the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees should increase the number of women at all levels of its staff, and
establish a high-level position for a co-ordinator for women's programmes. In
addition to ensuring that refugee programmes meet the needs of displaced and
refugee women and children, this Office should co-crdinate the collection and
analysis of data and conduct case studies on women refugees.

13. The situation of displaced and refugee
women the world over

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Noting the report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 25/

Noting also with great concern that more and more refugees and displaced
persons are being forced to leave their countries and that women and children
constitute a vast majority 1n most cases,

Saddened to note that the influx of refugee women and children and displaced
women has been increased by foreign aggression, racism, oppression, apartheid,
colonialism, neo-colonialism, the use of inhumane weapons and methods of war and hy |
indiscriminate hostilities,

Recognizing that the particular needs of displaced and refugee women, a8
mothers, emergent heads of single parent families and in the context of many
societies, require a constructive recognition by all parties to their relief,
repatriation and rehabilitation,

Aware that this recognition has not yet been accorded or acted upon because of |
the change in the pattern of refugee movements and the lack of studies for

analysis,

25/ K/COE ol /2h.
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Recognizing also the particular vulnerability of displaced and refugee women
to intimidation, exploitation, physical abuse and rape,

Shocked by reports of physical abuse and rape of refugee women and girls,

Recognizing that voluntary repatriation in safe and honourable conditions is
the best and most humane solution to the problem of refugees,

Avare that because displaced and refugee women now are to be found in
developing countries in South-East Asia, South Asia, the Middle Fast, Africa and
Latin America, an excessively heavy burden is placed on the economies and the
infrastructure of these developing countries,

Recognizing that these countries cannot by themselves bear the cost of
providing adequate shelter, nutrition, health care, education and employment
opportunities,

Noting with appreciation the role played by the voluntary humanitarian
organizations, the United Nations system and in particular the United Nations Iigh
Commissioner for Refugees, the World Food Programme and the United Nations
Children's Fund in rendering assistance to the best of their limited resources,

Noting also with appreciation the humanitarian aid extended both bilaterally
and through the United Nations system by many Member States,

1. Condemns foreign aggrression, racism, oppression, apartheid, colonialism,
neo-colonialism and the use of inhumane weapons and methods of war, calls for a
cessation of their use and for efforts to ensure that women and children are not
the target of indiscriminate hostilities;

2. Calls upon all States to implement fully and immediately the relevant
United Nations resolutions relating to the solution of various international
situations which have given rise to the problem of refugees and by sc complying
to create conditions enabling the refugees to return to their homes in safety and
in honour;

3. Urges all States to extend at the regional and international level,
through bilateral and international channels, all possible humanitarian assistance
to ensure that the needs and interests of refugees in general and in particular of
the majority constituted by women and children refugees are adequately
safeguarded;

4. Demands that Governments bring to Justice those who abuse refugee women
and children and take every possible step to protect them by preventing such
atrocities;

5. Urges the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
bearing in mind its overriding commitment to ensure the survival of all refugees,
to draw upon the expertise of all concerned United Nations bodies and, in
consultation with the host countries, to carry out detailed studies and research
leading to special prorrammes dealing with all facets of the relief effort which
should be especially directed to the critical needs of displaced and refugee women;
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6. Recommends that the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees and other United Nations agencies concerned with relief efforts should
ensure that the number of women at all levels in their staff, from policy planning
tc implementation in the field, are increased and equitably distributed.

14, Integrated approach to the health and welfare of women

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Eguality,
Development and Peace,

Bearing in mind that one major aspect of the World Plan of Action for the
implementation of the Objectives of the International Wemen's Year g§/ concerns the
improvement of health, nutrition and other social services for women which are
essential to the full participation of women in development activities, to the
strengthening of family life, and to a general enhancement of the quality of life,

Reaffirming the relevant resolutions adopted at the World Conference of the
International Women's Year, in particular resolution 15 entitled "Family planning
and the full integration of women in development", 27/

T

" Recalliﬁg that the United Nations Water Conference of 1977 set as a target the
provision of an adequate supply of safe drinking water and sanitary conditions for
all people by 1990, and further declared the 1980s as the International Drinking
Water Supply and Sanitation Decade, §§/

Recalling alsc that the Declaration of Alma Ata gg/ adopted in 1978 states that
primary health care is the key to the attainment of the world target of an
acceptable level of health by the year 2000 that will enable all people to lead
socially and economically productive lives,

Bearing in mind the need for equitable sharing of responsibilities between men
and women in improving family health and welfare,

Recognizing that improved family health and welfare will, in turn, greatly
enhance the opportunities for women to participate fully in the social and economic
development of their countries,

Being concerned, however, that the progress so far achieved in these respects
is still far from sufficient in many countries, particularly in under-served rural
and urban areas,

gé/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico
City, 19 June - 2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales lNo., E.76.IV.1,
pp. B8 et seq.

27/ Ibia, p. 87.

28/ Report of the United Nations Water Conference, Mar Del Plata,
14-25 March 1977, United Nations publication, Sales No. 77,II.A.12,

29/ E/ICEF/L.1387, annex, sect, V.
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l: Urges all Govermments of the countries that have not yet done so to
recognize the necessity to review, improve and co-ordinate all the programmes of
action for the attainment of health and welfare of women;

2. Recommends that Govermments should seriously consider formulating and
implementing the necessary concrete measures to meet the specific requirements of
women, including better access to education and training, the supply of safe
drinking water, public health services and nutrition programmes;

3. Further recommends that Governments of the countries that have not yet
done so should develop, in accordance with their national plans and policies,
integrated programmes of family health and welfare, consisting of policies and
measures relating to nutrition, environmental hygiene and sanitation, maternal and
child health care, prenatal care and family planning, including provision for
women and men to exercise their right to decide how many children they will have and
the timing and spacing of their children's births. These integrated programmes
should be incorporated as appropriate in the national plans of action;

L, Urges the organizations of the United Nations system, Governments and
non-governmental organizations, to continue and intensify co-ordinated efforts to
promote all such integrated programmes.

15. International Center for Public Enterprises in
Developing, Countries

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Considering the growing role of the public sector which is becoming in some
developing countries an ever more important factor of economic and social
development, and a very significant device for co-operation among developing
countries,

Considering also the role and position of women as a factor in development and
the responsibilities of public enterprises for improving the situation of women,

Recalling the efforts of the International Center for Public Enterprises in
Developing Countries, as a joint institution of developing countries, in the ?ield
of menagement policies, education and training of personnel, planning in public
enterprises, financing, participation, transfer and development of techgology, and
development policies of the public sector in general and public enterpr%ses in
particular, in the framework of which the subject of the role and position of women

as a factor of development has been integrated,

Stressing the importance of research which is oriented towards practical action
for the integration of women in development,

1. Emphasizes the importance of co-operation among developing countries

through the Center as an institutional form of technical and economic co-operation
among developing countries, especially im furthering the advancement of the role

and position of women as a factor of development in public enterprises 1n developing
countries;
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2. Tequests the organizations and agencies of the United Nations system %o
continue to co-operate in the activities of the Center, especially in the
implementation of the programme of the Center concerning women as a factor of
development and the responsibilities of public enterprises in this regard;

3. Urges developed countries which have an interest in the subject of the
management of public enterprises or which carry on activities in this regard to
continue to co-operate with the International Center for Public Enterprises in
Developing Countries also on this particular subject,

16, International Conference on Sanctions against South Africa

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: FEquality,
Development and Peace,

Referring to General Assembly resclution 34/93 C of 12 December 1979 concerning‘
the International Conference on Sanctions against South Africa,

Gravely concerned over the status of women in southern Africa,

1. Urges that the proposed International Conference on Sanctions against
South Africa should be held as soon as possible with a view to having economic and
other sanctions against South Africa, under Chapter VII of the Charter, applied
universally;

2. Considers it important that the said International Conference should pay
special attention to the grave situation of women and children under the apartheid
policy of the Pretoria régime.

17. International legislation to prevent the
abandonment of families

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Fquality,
Development and Peace,

Recognizing that freedom to move easily from one country to another in steady
migration flows brings about considerable changes in the organization of society
and, consequently, in the family,

Noting that, in many cases, such migration leads to the gbandomment of
families and directly affects women by forcing them to assume the responsibility
of supporting their households,

Aware of the serious problems caused by such migration, which leads to the
abandonment of minor children, who are left defenceless,

Bearing in mind that the majority of women do not have the necessary financial
resources to appeal to foreign courts in order to claim their rights,

Decides to urge Governments to take the necessary measures, by concluding
bilateral and multilateral agreements, to ensure that alimony will be paid to the
abandoned wife in accordance with procedures decided upon by the Governments
parties to the agreements.
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18, Situation of women in Chile

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, of 10 December 1948, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Internetional Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, all of which raise the fundamental human
rights to the category of principles adopted by international law,

Further recalling resolutiun 3% of the World Conference of the International
Women's Year, 30/

Noting that all Governments have an obligation to respect and promote human
rights in accordance with the responsibilities they have undertaken under various
international instruments,

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolution 34/179 of 17 December 1979, as
well as resolution 21 (XXXVI) of the Commission on Human Rights of 29 February 1980,
with regard to the violations of human rights in Chile, which, inter alia, noted
with deep concern the conclusion of the Special Rapporteur that, in general, the
situation of human rights has not improved and that it even has deteriorated in
several spheres,

Deeply concerned to note that the whereabouts of many persons who have
disappeared in Chile since 1973 because of repression for political reasons remain
unknown, notwithstanding the fact that the international community has urged the
Chilean authorities to put an end to this situation and to punish the guilty
people,

Also concerned with the violations of human rights to which women are
subjected in Chile and particularly the degrading conditions to which imprisoned
and convicted women are subjected,

Observing also that Chilean women are denied the most elementary rights, as
was made evident by the aggressive acts carried out against them in Santiago de
Chile on 8 March 1980 on the occasion of the celebration of International Women's
Day,

1. Strongly urges the authorities of Chile to respect and promote human
rights in accordance with the obligations they have undertaken under various
international instruments;

2. Reiterates the views expressed in the aforesaid resolution 34/17h4 and
specielly its deep concern about the violations of human rights to which women in
Chile are subjected, in particular the degrading and humiliating conditions of
impriscned and convicted women;

3. Urges the Chilean authorities to investigate and clarify the fate of
persons reported to have disappeared for political reasons, to inform relatives of
the outcome and to institute eriminal proceedings against those responsible for
such disappearances and to punish those found guilty;

30/ Report of the World Conference of the Intgernational Women's Year, Mexico
City, 19 June~2 July 1975, United Nations publication bSales No. E.76._I—w\f.l, p. 112.
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. L, - Ap}gee-als to 1':he Chilean authorities to allow women to exercise their
rights fully, in particular the right to carry on the struggle for equality,
development and peace as well as to show themselves in favour of solidarity;

. 5._ Invites the General A_ssembly to continue to pay careful attention to the
situation of human rights in Chile and, through the Special Rapporteur, to observe

dew.relopments in Chile, in particular those concerning the situation of women and
children in that country.

19, Bituation of women in E1l Salvador

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Bearing in mind the principles embodied in the United Nations Charter and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,

Bearing in mind, in particular, Article 62, paragraph 2, of the United Nations
Charter,

Considering that the serious violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms which have taken place in El Salvador as a result of attempts to curb
popular unrest have led to the deaths of thousands of persons, including women and
children,

Convinced that the extremely serious events taking place in that country are
creating a climate of insecurity and that the civilian population and, in
particular, women and children lack the most basic guarantees,

Deeply shocked by reports of the degrading end humiliating conditions to
which women and children are being subjected and by the practice of harassing the
families of persons who are being sought with a view to forcing the latter to give
themselves up,

Deeply concerned about the danger faced by a large number of detainees,
including women, who do not know what their fate will be,

Considering that any international assistance which encourages the arms race
and involves the sending of military equipment and advisers to El Salvador
aggravates the injustices and repression to which the people of that country are
being subjected as they struggle to ensure respect for their most fundamental
human. rights,

1. Expresses deep concern about the serious situation of human rights and
fundamental freedoms in El Salvador:

2. Urges the Salvadorian authorities to adopt the necessary measures to
guarantee full respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in that country;

3. Condemns the murder, rape and repression of women and children in
El Salvador;
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4. Urges the Salvadorian authorities to provide information cn the situation
of persons who have disappeared and, in particular, that of women detained for
political reasons;

5. Requests the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session to consider

violations of human rights in El Salvador and to adopt measures that will quickly
lead to the restoration of human rights and fundamental freedoms in that country.

20. Control of illicit traffic in drugs

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Mindful of the legal action now being taken to control the illicit drug
traffic,

Avare of the serious effects which the production and marketing of drugs is
having on large sectors of the female population and on young people and children,

Convinced that, until now, Governments, international organizations and
groups of 1nd1v1duals have had limited success in their efforts to control this
traffic, which is harmful to the health of peoples and the security of States and
encourages the proliferation of social evils in the most noble sector of society,

1. Calls on Member States to intensify their efforts to control illicit
traffic in drugs by means of stringent legal measures at the national level,
taking into account the need for the rehabilitation of drug addicts and for
increased co-operation at the international level;

2. Invites the Governments of countries where such measures do not yet exist
to exercise strict control on the cultivation of narcotic plants and on the
manufacture of synthetic drugs.

21. BStrengthening the women's programmes and appointment of women
in the Secretariat of the regional commissions and agencies

of the United Nations

The World Conference of the United Nationg Decade for VWomen: Equality,
Development and Peace,

emphasized the 1mportance of regular reviews and appraisals of the progress made
in meeting the goals of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
Objectives of the International Women's Year,

Recalling also the declaration by the General Assembly of the period 1976-1985
as the United Nations Decade for VWomen: Egquality, Development and Peace,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 3524 (XXX) of 15 December 1975,
which recommended that all organs of the United Nations system as well as the
specialized agencies should give sustained attention to the integration of women
in the formulation, design and implementation of development projects and

proprammes,
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Taking account of the efforts made by the regional commissions to promote
programmes , "and aware of the scope of the programmes undertaken and the limitations
imposed on the regional commissions by the lack of sufficient funds and staff,

1. Urpes the General Assembly to provide from the resular budget of the
United Nations increased financial resources for programmes and personnel,
ineluding senior women programme officers currently supported by the Voluntary
Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women, necessary for the effective
implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations
Decade for Women and resolutions adopted by this Conference: '

2. Requests the Secretary-General, as an interim measure, to explore the
possibility of redeploying vacant posts within the regional commissions to the
women's programmes should resources not be readily available to permit the
establishment of the required new posts;

3. Also urpes the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the executive
heads of United Nations organizations and specialized agencies to appoint more
woren to regmular posts in their organizations, in particular in policy and decision-
making positions at the regional level including the United Wations regicnal
commissions and the regional offices of the United Nations Development Programme,
the International Labour Organisation, the United Tations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, the World Health Organization, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Wations and the United Nations Children's Fund in
sccordance with General Assembly resolution 33/1L3 of 20 December 1578, which
requested that the necessary measures should be taken to increase the number of
women in regular posts throughout the United Nations system.

22, Co ordlnatlon of 1ssues relatln to the status

of women w1th1n the United Nations system

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Considering the need to strengthen the capacity of United Nations bodies to
promote the status of women, particularly for the United Nations Decade for Women
and the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the Decade in implementation of
the Yorld Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the
Internaticnal YWomen's Year,

<x&ngggE§Eég§_the roles of the Commission on the Status of Women, and also the
Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, the International Reseaxrch
and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women and the Voluntary Fund for the
United Wations Decade for Women,

Emphasizing the importance of the roles of the specialized agencies and
organizations and the regional commissions and other United Nations bodies in
implementing, the Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations
Decade for Women,

Fmphasizing, that the concerns of women should be an integral part of the

«msideration of all issues, policies and programmes in all spheres of United
.¢tlons activity,
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Becognizing the need for a nev approach to the co-ordination of the diverse
efforts of all these agencies and the United Nations bodies and for a reordering
of priorities within current budgetary allocations in order to further efforts to
raise the status of women,

Calls on the Secretary-General and heads of specialized agencies and
organizations severally and within the Administrative Committee on Co~ordination
to consider the implications for organizations within the United Nations system
of the Programme of Action adopted at the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Vomen: Equality, Development and Peace and requests the Secretary-
General to report to the thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly on what
arrangements should be made to implement the Programme and to ensure efficient
co- ordination, monitoring and evaluation of implementation.

23. Question of missing and disappeared persons

The VWorld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Bearing in mind the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International
Covenants on Human Rights and the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination against Vomen,

Taking into account the Commission on Human Rights resolution 20 (XXXVI) by
which a Working Group was established to examine gquestions relevant to enforced
or involuntary disappearances of persons,

Gravely concerned at the increasing number of missing and disappeared persons,
including women and children,

Stressing that women and children are affected both as direct victims and as
relatives of victims,

1. Calls upon all Govermments to take whatever measures may be necessary in
resnonse to any reliable evidence of the disappearance of a person, including:

(a) The provision upon request of all information at their disposal
relating to such disappearances;

(pb) AL lepal, material and other assistance towards alleviating the
situation of relatives and protecting them against persecution and harassment;

2. Requests all Governments to take the necessary measures to ensure
security for all in order to prevent the disappearance of persons;

3. Urges the Commission on Human Rights to give full effect to its mandate,
thus contriﬁﬁ%ihg to the solution of the problem of disanpeared persons;

4. Draws the attention of the Working Group of the Commission on Human

Rights to the effects on women, both as direct victims and as relatives of victims.

5. Appeals to all Governments to co-operate with the Commission on Human
Rirhts ' Vorking Group;
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6. Reguests the Secretary-General to transmit this resolution to the Working
Group at its next meeting and to the Commission on Human Rights at its thirty-
seventh session.

2. Women in the United Nations Secretariat

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Eguality,
Development and Peace,

Considering that the realization of the goals of equality, development and
peace requires the full participation of women in both the formulation of policy
and the implementation of programmes at all levels of activity of the United
Nations and of the Member States, and recognizing that the United Nations cannot
lead in this quest for the full participation of women unless it provides a model
for such participation,

Remembering that the General Assembly in resolution 33/143 (Part III)
established as a target for 1982 that 25 per cent of all professional posts subject
to geographical distribution shall be held by women,

Noting that considerable progress remains to be made in the implementation of
that resolution,

1. Calls on the Secretary-General and the heads of the specialized agencies
and other United Nations bodies to designate co-ordinators in their respective
organizations to:

(a) Review policies on the recruitment, promotion, career development ,
training and remuneration of women, with the objective of ensuring equal treatment
of women and men in all spheres of activity:

(b) Ensure that women employed by the United Nations and its specialized
agencies are not subject to sexual harassment in the workplace or otherwise on
account of their sex:

(¢) Receive information on kinds of grievances submitted by women to the
panels or other bodies dealing with discriminatory practices within the United
Nations system:

(d) Implement the recommendations of the General Assembly and the Joint
Inspection Unit and, in particular, promote the recruitment and hiring of women in
secretariat professional posts at middle and high levels, whether as permanent,
temporary or fixed-term appointees, or as experts and consultants;

2. Urges that, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 33/143, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations, all specialized agencies of the United
Nations and United Nations bodies should set and pursue targets for the recruitment
of staff which will ensure more equitable representation of women in professional
posts subject to geographical distribution, in pursuit of the objective of
25 per cent by 1982, progressively raising that tarset beyond 1982, and giving
particular emphasis to increasing the proportion of women at the higher levels;
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3. Urpes Member States of the United Nations to talke into account the
efforts of the United Nations to redress the current imbalance in recruitment levels
between women and men by all appropriate means, in particular by the dissemination
of employment information through formal and informal networks to which women have

access:

b.  Requests that reports on the situation and the progress made in the
implementation of the above measures should be submitted periodically to the General
Assembly as well as to the meetings of the governing bodies of the specialized
agencies, with specific proposals for the full achievement of the objectives
mentioned above.

25. International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

to draw attentlon to the problems faced by women in their dajly lives.

Realizing that women of the world may spend as much as one third of their work
day locating and transporting water for drinking, agriculture. food production
and preparation and family hygiene,

Considering that the majority of people of the world have severely limited
access to adequate safe drinking water,

Deeply concerned that insufficient water and unsafe drinking water and the lack
of sanitation facilities contribute to a high rate of disease and mortality
particularly smong women and children,

Recognizing that to achieve the health and nutrition goals of the United
Nations Decade for Women it is essential to meet such basic needs as an adequate
daily safe water supply,

Conslderlngr that success in establishing and maintaining water supply systems
can be promoted by encouraging active community participation of women in designing,
establishing, maintaining and utilizing such supplies,

1. Strongly encourages Member States of the United Natioms and international
organizations., including specislized agencies as well as non-governmental .
organizations, to promote the objectives of the United Nations LCecade on Drinking

Vater Supply and Saenitation:

2. Urges Member States to commit funds and programme development efforts to
these objectives and to co-ordinate the programme with other related sectors of
development in order to make it more effective;

3. Calls on Member States ancd United Nations agencies, including specialized
agencies, to promote full participation of women in planning, implementation and
application of technology for water supply projects;

b,  Recommends that the United Nations Development Programme, &s co-ordinator
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for the United Nations Decade on Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation, should
review in its annual report the progress in attaining the goals of this resolution,
including in particular the extent of community participation by women and their
involvement in designing, maintenance and utilization of water supply:

5. Urges the World llealth Organization to support fully the programmes

submitted by countries on drinking water supply and sanitation systems.

6. On the right of all countries to seek development assistance
from any and all sources, free from threats and attacks

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Noting that several developing countries have been subjected to threats,
destabilization and even violent attacks aimed at preventing their acceptance of
development assistance from certain other countries,

Considering that such attacks are contrary to the principle of the right of

all independent States to determine their own foreign policies and to seek all
peaceful means to develop their countries,

Being aware that such attacks damage women and children greatly, and seek to

deprive them of development assistance which they desperately need,

1. BReaffirms the right of all developing countries to decide freely from
which countries and international agencies they will seek development assistance:

2. Condemns all actg of destabilization, economic or political blackmail,
threats, sabotage and violence against developing countries used as a methed of
intimidation in order to prevent them from choosing freely their sources of
development assistance.

2T7. Special measures in favour of young women

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Eguality,
Development and Peace,

Noting that the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives
of the International VWomen's Year states that national plans and strategies for
the implementation of the Plan should be sengitive to the needs and problems of

different categories of women and of women of different age groups, 31/

Recalling that the World Plan of Action also states that special measures
should be adopted on behalf of women whose legal and social status is the result
of particularly discriminatory attitudes, gg/

21/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico
City, 19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.IV.1, p. 1k,
para. 32.

32/ Ibid., para. 33.

-88-



Recognizing the importance of the younger age group, both quantitatively as a
populaticn group and qualitatively as a political force and agent of change and
transformation to a society that is economically independent and socially more
equitable,

Affirming the importance of ensuring the participation of young people and, in
perticular, young women in efforts to establish the New International Economic
Order,

Urges States to identify the needs of the new generations of women, and to
integrate within an all-comprehensive perspective general policies to promote the
development of youth in all fields, to promote access by young women to education,
health and employment, to stimulate their organization and participation in
economic, political, social., cultural and professional processes, to promote their
integration in the decision-maeking process to encourage their self-awareness and
consclousness regarding their potential for development as human beings possessing
equal rights with men and to make possible their active and responsible
participation in the development of society.

28. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms
of Discrimination Against Women

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, -

Welcoming the adoption by the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session of
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, 33/

Taking into account the fact that a just and durable peace and social progress,
establishment of a new international economic order as well as full implementation
of human rights and basic freedoms require the active participation of women, their
equality and an improvement in their status,

Confirming that elimination of apartheid, of all forms of racial
discrimination, colonialism, neo~-colonislism, foreign occupation and domination,
strengthening of international peace and security, general and complete disarmament,
and co-operation among the women of the world irrespective of their social and
economic systems are necessary for and contribute to the full implementation of the

rights of women and men,

Highly appreciating the contribution by women to the political, economic and
social life of society,

Noting however that, despite the resolutions, declarations and recommendations
adopted by the United Nations and its specialized sgencies for the purposes of
promoting the equality of women and men, considerable discrimination against women
still persists,

Convinced that the entry into force of the Convention on the Elimination of

M1 Forms of Dlscrlmlnamlon Against Women will contribute to the attainment of the

33/ General Assembly resolution 34/180 of 18 December 1979.
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basic objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace,

1. Calls upon all States to sign and ratify the Convention on the Elimination.

of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, and to take all the necessary measuresﬁ
for the effective implementation of its provisions and to publicize it;

2. Calls upon all States to continue to contribute to the cause of
eliminating discrimination against women in order to achieve their full and equal
porticipation in the process of social development:

3. Invites specialized agencies and non~governmental organizations to
initiate and take part in action to publicize the provisions of the Convention
nationally and internationally.

29. Vomen living in conditions of extreme poverty

The Vlorld Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Considerins that extreme poverty makes it impossible for the individual to
enjoy the fundaemental human rights and results in cultural, social and political
exclusion,

Considering also that in many regions of the world, in developing and developed
countries, the poverty of some sections of the population has worsened during the
first half of the Decade for Vomen, depriving the women of all means of personal
and communal development; this impoverishment is due mainly to the consequences of
colonialism and neo--colonialism, inequitable international relations and the
aftermath of uncontrolled industrialization and urbanization,

Recognizing that mankind is thereby denied the collaboration of millions of
women capable of making a unique and vital contribution to development,

Bellev1nn that all national and international institutions and public opinion
should be kept informed of the participation of the poorest women and the
circumstances which continue to exclude them,

1. Urgently appeals to all women and all men to concern themselves primarily
with the rights of women who, with their families, still live in intolerable
conditions of poverty. and to all Governments to study and eliminate the
socio-economic causes of their poverty:

2. Urges women to take more action in support of the efforts made by the
poorest women in pursuit of their aspirations and interests and their right to a
voice and participation in public affairs, to social progress, to development and

to the enjoyment of world peace:
3. Appeals to all Governments to try to associate all under-privileged social

rroups still Tivines in intolerable poverty with development efforts and to promote
sceial justice through equal opportunity and equitable income distribution:
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L, Urges Govermments, governmental and non-go ermmenta]l organizations, the
United Nations and its specialized agencies to ensure as a matter of priority that
all development programmes and projects allow for the needs of the poorest women ,
in other words, that such programmes and projects are designed with a view to
eliminating that poverty;

5. Recommends that all States Members of the United Nations submit every five
years to the Commission on the Status of Women as an item in its programme a
detailed report on major socio-economic policies and programmes concerning the
status of women and the results achieved, with particular emphasis on the progress
made with regard to the poorest women.

30. Promotion of equality in education and training

The_World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Pesace,

Considering that the right to education is & fundamental human right which must
be gusranteed, irrespective of sex, on the basis of equality, as a prerequisite for

cultural , social, technological and economic progress,

Recalling that discrimination against women is incompatible with human dignity
and with the welfare of the family and of society, prevents their participation., on
equal terms with men, in the political, social, economic and cultural life of their
countries and is an obstacle to the full development of potentialities of women in
the service of their countries and of humanity,

Reaffirming the urgent need to continue to seek and implement effective
programmes and objectives which provide women with the same opportunities as men to
accede to and enjoy the benefits of education and, thus, contribute more fully to
the achievement of the New International Economic Order,

Recalling the importance of education as a decisive factor in development ,

Reaffirming that each country is primarily responsible for its development
plans and programmes and, accordingly, for its educational plans and programmes ,
although it may benefit from international co-operation,

Considering that all people irrespective of sex should have ec‘lual access to all
levels of formal and non-formal education and vocational training in ell sectors of
urban and rural economy, '

Acknowledging that the introduction of training in new technology sectors
should keep pace with advances in traditional sectors,

Noting that in many countries the level of education of giz"ls anc.l women isg
much lower than that of boys and men, particularly in the technical 1.‘1eld, whereas
the training of girls and women in new technologies is particularly important ,

Aware that attitudinal and financial constraints constitute major impediments
to the achievement of educational equality of the femele population in many
countries and that teachers and guidance ccunsellors have a special role to play in
prometing a process of attitudinel change,
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Recognizing the important role international, governmental and non-governmental
organizations have to play in the promotion of educational equality,

Recognizing that as non-formal education also has an important role to play in
the educational process, measures should be taken to ensure that such non-formal
education programmes also have the objective of promoting educational equality of
girls and boys,

1. Requests Governments which have not yet done so to adopt programmes for |
the elimination of illiteracy with the aim of eradicating it before the end of the ‘
century and, to that end, to adopt special innovative measures to eliminate the
illiteracy among women, who are, in this respect, in the majority;

2. Also requests Governments to try to increase their education budgets up
to an adequate percentage and, where they have not yet done so, up to at least T or
.8 per cent of their countries' gross national product, whenever possible, according
to their national plans and programmes, so that existing short-comings can be
eliminated and education can contribute fully to development and become its driving
force;

3. Further requests Governments which have not yet done so to introduce the
necessary reforms in their national plans and programmes to ensure that education,
and in particular that of girls and women, gives fresh impetus to the teaching of
the sciences and to the strengthening of the ties between the educational system and
the working world, taeking due account of the aspirations and cultural values of each
people, and accordingly, to ensure that educational planning promotes the
participation and integration of all groups and institutions involved in formal
or non-formal educational activities, and invites Governments to work towards
ensuring conditions enabling national minorities to receive pre~school and
elementary education in their mother tongue;

b Decides to request Governments to devote particular attention to the
promotion, organization and programming of wvocational training for girls and women
at both the elementary and advanced levels, especially in sectors traditionally
reserved for men in order to ensure effective equality of opportunity, and to permit
and encourage equal access to and acquisition of necessary qualifications and skills
to enable the full and equal participation of girls and women in the economic and
social development of their countries;

5. Urges Governments to develop, in particular, policies and programmes to
enhance the enrolment of girls and women in all technical institutes, courses and
training programmes, particularly those for the development, operation and management
of new technologies;

6. Urges Governments and United Nations agencies concerned to promote, as a
matter of priority, the increased and accelerated access of women, particularly in
developing countries, to training in economic, scientific and technological fields,
in order to facilitate their real and equal participation in the decision-making
processes and the economic and social development of their countries,

7. Recommends that Governments should take steps to facilitate the access of
women desirous of re-entering professional life to all levels of education, e.g. by

developing informal, recurrent, continuing educational programmes together with
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special counselling and facilities, taking into account the family responsibilities
of such women;

8. Recommends that Governments should consider, in co-operation with the
specialized agencies of the United Nations system, in particular with the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, measures aimed at
reducing and eliminating financial tarriers to equal education of the sexes, such
as free schooling at all levels and at all public educationsl institutions, free
procurement of educational materials and special allowances for poor families, as
well as scholarships for girls and women, wherever feasible;

9. Also requests States which have not yet done so to include in their
national objectives and plans measures to increase educational services, in
particular, for the most underprivileged sectors of the population in the rural and
urben areas where women are primarily affected, such as the introduction of
compulsory schooling at the primary level, open systems of education for adults,
decentralization and expansion of facilities, promotion of boarding facilities,
introduction, whenever possible, or development of free or inexpensive means of
transportation and introduction of mobile or travelling schools;

10. Encourages Governments to take into account, in the organization of the
educational systems of their countries, special living conditions of the female
population, and to consider supporting measures such as the introduction of
flexible time-schedules in the educational facilities and the establishment in
sufficient number of day care centres for young children;

11. Recommends that Governments should take steps to increase the role of
teachers and guidance counsellors in the promoction of educational equality of the
sexes by inter alia: (a) increasing the number of teachers, guidance counsellors
and administrators at all levels and ensuring a balance of women and men in these
positions and increasing in particular the number of female staff, where women are
still under-represented; (b) introducing and expanding in-service and pre-service
training for teachers and vocational guidance counsellors (including those outside
the school system) to sensitize teachers to the problems which impede educational
equality, in rarticular to stereotyped assumptions which inhibit girls' educational
opportunities and to enable them to widen educational and vocational choices of
girls;

12. Urges Covernments to take all necessary measures to eliminate stereotypes
on the basis of sex from educational materials at all levels;

13. Urges Governments in a position to do so to provide special assistance
to developing countries, if they so desire it, in the implementation of measures
designed to promote educational equality, and as necessary to increase such
assistance;

14. Requests the United Mations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization to make the necessary arrangements to ensure that, at the next General
Conference, priority is given to matters relating to the education and technical
training of women.
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31. VWomen and discrimination based on race

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Mindful of the particular needs of the majority of the world's female
population, who suffer discrimination based both on race and on sex,

Recognizing the significance for women of the Convention cn the Fliminstion. of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination,

Gravely disturbed by the fact that, because of this discrimination, women
suffer disproportionately from poverty, illiteracy, unemployment and poor health,

Acknowledging that discrimination due to race as a fundamental cause of the
subjugation of women merits singular consideration,

Believing that the stress on family members is compounded by the dual forces
of racial discrimination and sex discrimination,

Considering that the fundamental issue of abolishing discrimination due to
race and ite impact on economic development, peace and equality is comprehensively
expressed in the World Plan of Action adopted in Mexico City in 1975, and in the
Declaration adopted in Mexico City in 1975,

1. Reaffirms its condemnation of all racist régimes and of all countries
which co-~operate with these régimes, mostly in economic, military and nuclear
fields;

2. Condemns also countries which practise forms of discrimination based on
race other than apartheid:

3. Calls upon the United Nations and its specialized agencies to take
positive steps to overcome the dual burden of discrimination based both on race
and on sex in all their programmes in developed and in developing countries;

L. Calls upon all Member States to give special consideration to the
elimination of discrimination based on race as well as on sex in develorment
programmes and in all activities that promote women's social, economic and
political integration, particularly in areas of health, employment, education and
rural development,

5. Urges all countries which still have not done so to subscribe to and
ratify the International Convention on the Elimination of A1l Forms of Racial
Discrimination.

32. (Condemnation of South African aggression against
the People's Republic of Angola

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Eguality,
Development and Peace,

Considering that the racist South African régime is oppressing the black
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people of that country by the odious, inhuman, retrograde and reactionary system
of apartheid and is illegally occupying the territory of Namibia, contrary to
resolutions adopted by the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity
and against the ardent and militant will of the Namibian people fighting under the
leadership of the South--Yest Africa People's Orgenization.

Noting that the People's Republic of Angola is in many ways supporting the
Namibian people’s fight for liberation under the leadership of the South-West
Africa People's Organization,

Aware that the People's Republic of Angola has on many occasions been the
victim of South African aggression committed under the pretext of the hot pursuit
of bunds of the South-ifest Africa People's Organization,

Considering that the victims of those acts of aggression are generally
Angolan people and Namibian refugees, and mostly women and children,

1. Decides to denounce the criminal acts of the cynical and reactionary
apartheid régime before the international community,

2. Decides to express its solidarity with the Angolan pecple and its
Government, which, in giving assistance to the South-West Africa People's
Organization, are subjected to violent, destructive and criminal attacks, murder
and pillage by the racist South African régime.

33. Question of convening another world conference on women in 1985

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Notins the progress achieved and obstacles encountered since 1975 in the
attainment of the ohjectives of the Decade,

Noting also with appreciation the valuable expertise offered and the
contribution made by intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental
organizations and various women's organizations to the achievement of the
objectives of the Decade,

Teking into consideration the proposals made in the Programme of Action for
the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace 1981-1935,

Recommends that the CGeneral Assembly at its thirty-fifth session should
consider the convening in 1985 of another world conference on women to review and
appraise the achievements of the Decade.



34, Assistance to Sahrawi women

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 34/37 of 25 November 1979,

Reaffirming the principles enunciated in the Charter of the United Nations and
particularly the right of all peoples to self-determination,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 1L December 1960 containing
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Mindful of the profound concern of the United Nations, the Organization of
African Unity and the non-aligned countries about the decolonization of the Western
Sahara and the right of its people to self-determination,

Seriously concerned about the situation of the people of the Western Sahara,
and especially Sahrawi refugee women, resulting from the continuing occupation of
their territory, which constitutes a denial of their right to self-determination
and independence,

Considering that Sahrawi refugee women are forced to live under difficult
conditions because of that occupation,

1. Expresses its solidarity with and support for the just cause of the
Sahrawi people's self-determination and independence;

2. Reaffirms that the Popular Front for the Liberation of Sagula el Hamra
and Rio de Oro (Polisario), representative of the people of the Western Sahara,
participates fully in any search for an equitable, lasting and definitive political
solution to the question of the Western Sahara, in accordance with the resolutions
and declarations of the United Nations, the Organization of African Unity and the
non-aligned countries;

3. Expresses the hope that the efforts made in the Organization of African
Unity will contribute to the realization of the inalienable national rights of the
people of the Western Sahara and invites the Secretary~-General of the Organization of
African Unity to keep the Secretary-General of the United Nations informed of the
progress made to that end;

k. Also expresses the hope that any settlement of the problem of the Western
Sahara will make it possible to alleviate the particularly distressing living
conditions of the Sahrawi women refugees;

5. Calls upon women throughout the world to redouble their efforts at ?he
national, regional and international levels to help the Sahrawi women to regain
their rights and dignity;

6. Invites the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to include in

his assistance programmes practical measures for improving the living conditions of
the Sahrawi women refugees and their children;
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7. Appeals to the international organizations concerned to initiate
assistance programmes for Sahrawi women and their children in the fields of
education, training and health.

35. International assistance for the reconstruction of Nicaragua

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Recalling the priority given by the Member States of the United Nations and its
specialized agencies to the integration and participation of women in development,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 34/8 of 25 October 1979 on
international assistance for the rehabilitation, reconstruction and development of
Nicaragua,

Bearing in mind resolution No. 4 on support for the development of women in
Wicaragua adopted by the Second Regional Conference ¢n the Integration of Vomen into
the Economic and Social Development of Latin America,

Recognizing the efforts being made by Nicaragua to rebuild the country,
overcomc the serious economic ecrisis that affects it and eliminate the enormous
foreign debt it inherited from the Somoza dictatorship,

Recognizing the outstanding role played by women in Nicaragua during the time
when their country was endeavouring to regain its rights and the role they are now
playing in the process of its reconstruction, '

1. Urges the Member States of the United Nations to provide much-needed
support for projects for national reconstruction, economic and social development
and the achievement of the goals of the United Wations Decade for Women,

2. Urges the international organizations and, in particular, the United
Nations Development Programme to provide Nicaragua with financial and technical
assistance through their development assistance funds and programmes, placing
special emphasis on women,

36. Women and development assistance programmes

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 34/155 of 17 December 1979,
Recalling the objectives of the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of

the Objectives of the International Women's Year adopted by the World Conferencg of
the International Women's Year, and subsequently endorsed by the General Assembly

at its thirtieth session, 34/

34/ General Assembly resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December 1975.
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Recognizing that women constitute a vast potential force for positive economiec
and social change,

Reiterating that accelerated devalopment requires the real and effective
participation of women and men in all aspects of the development process,

Aware that the review and appraisal process of the 1980 World Conference of
the United Hetions Decade for Women has shovm clearly that women's potential has
been wnderutilized in the development of their countries and that the effectiveness
of development programmes and projects has been adversely affected as a result,

Fmphasizing the need for women to be actively involved in development planning,
policy and implementation at all levels,

Mware of the importance of multilateral and bilateral development assistance
programmes in the development process,

Aware furthermore that many programmes have in the past ignored the
contribution which women can make as active participants snd that such programmes
can have a detrimental e¢ffect on women's economic, social and political status,

Imphaeizing thet all training programmes should be linked with employment
opportunities, particularly in developing countries,

1. Appeals to both recipients and donors to ensure that the interests of
women are taken into sccount in all development programmes and projects and that
such programmes and projects do not adversely affect women;

2. Calls on aid donors to make more resources available for programmes
specifically designed to benefit wcmen bearing in mind that women suffer particular
disadvantseges and that efforts to overcome these disadvantages require sensitive
planning of projects, including projects for assisting women to develop decision-
making and leadership skills;

3. Calls further on aid donors to provide capital funding for the
implementation of projects in which women can develop skills while employed in
income~generating activities;

b, Urges both recipients and donors of development assistance to involve
vomen, including women who will be affected by such programmes, from the earliest
stages and at all levels of planning and implementation of aid programmes

5. Further urges recipients and donors of development assistance to exawmine
and consult on ways to achieve these objectives and to establish mechanisms for
their early implementation, such arrangements to be regularly reviewed and
evaluated,

37. Health and well-being of the women of the Pacific

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: FEguality,
Development and Peace,

Recalling that the subtheme of the Conference is "Fmployment, Health and
Education'’,
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Gravely concerned that the continued testing of nuclear weapons constitutes a

serious hazard to the environment and the health of rresent and future generations
of mankind,

. Reiterating its conviction that the cessation of nuclear-wegpon testing in all
environments would be a major step towards the attainment of world peace,

gonsidering that the continued nuclear testing in the Pacific Ocean constitutes
a serious hazard to the health and well-being of the peoples of the Pacific,

Regognizing that the health of women and children is of primary importance for
the achievement of the aims and objectives of the Decade,

Cells upon all nuclear-weapon States to refrain from conducting any testing of
nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive devices in the Pacific and calls upon
all States to support the conclusion of the comprehensive test ban treaty to bring
about the cessation of all nuclear testing.

38. The International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: BEquality,
Development and Peace,

Recalling resolution 26 of the World Conference of the Internationsl Women's
Year §§/ recommending the creation of the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women, and the subsequent resolutions of the
General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council on the matter,

Recognizing the importance of the Institute as a centre for the collection and
dissemination of information and data about women in their societies and as an
international focal point for research and training geared to the full participation
of women in development in all its aspects,

Recognizing the need for the expansion and strengthening of such an
organization in order to assist in identifying, formulating and implementing new
approaches in the fields of training, research and information for, by and about
women in their societies,

1. Notes with satisfaction the establishment of the Institute in pursuance of
resolution 26 mentioned above and the commencement of its operations and
implementation of the work programme adopted by its Board of Trustees in
October 1979, and the efforts made towards the appointment of the Director and the
installation of the Institute in the Dominican Republic;

2. Recommends that:

(a) The Institute should identify and underteke research and training
programmes in all regions and countries as appropriate thus facilitating the

e P S

35/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico
City, 19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76,IV.1, p. 102.
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implementation of the relevant parts of the Programme of Action adopted by the
Conference and make them known through its information activities;

(b) Regional seminars should be instituted by specialized agencies and other
United Nations bodies and organizations and by Member States, so that they can
carry out training and research programmes on the needs of women, both at the
national and regional levels;

3. Urges the specialized agencies and other United Nations bodies to
co~operate with and assist the Institute in carrying out research, training and
information programmes relevant to the needs of women;

N, Appeals tc all Member States and concerned organizations to assist the
Institute in its programmes by, inter alia, providing voluntary contributions to
its Trust Fund.

39. Establishment and strengthening of machinery for the
integration of women in development

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Considering that the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
Objectives of the International Women's Year provides that interdisciplinary and
nultisectoral machinery should be established to accelerate the achievement of
equal opportunity for women and their full integration in development, 36/

Recalling that the World Plan of Action recommends the establishment within
government of mechinery with adequate staff and budget for the achievement of the
objectives of the World Plan of Action,

Considering the report of the Secretary-General on the "Review and evaluation
of progress achieved in the implementation of the World Plan of Action: mnational
machinery and legislation", 37/

Considering also Economie and Social Council resolution 1980/35,

Aware that local, national, subregional and regional machinery has a role of
prime importance to play in the integration of women in the development process,

Recognizing the need to promote women's organizations and to enable them
effectively to play their role,

Recommends that:
(a) Appropriate machinery should be established wherever it does not yet

exist and that financial, technical and human resources should be provided for it
by international organizations and government agencies;

36/ Ibid., p. 1b, para. 3.
37/ A/CONF.9L4/11 and Corr.l and Add.l and Add.1/Corr.l and 2.
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(b) Every effort should be made at the international, regional, subregional,
nationel and local levels to ensure the full co-ordination of the activities
nndertaken in order to enable the machinery for the integration of women in
development to achieve the priority objectives of the World Plan of Action.

40. Strengthening the role of the Commission on the
Status of Women

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Having considered the institutional aspects of carrying out the World Plan of
Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year,

Avare of the growing role of United Nations bodies whose terms of reference
have a bearing on the implementation of the World Plan of Action,

Bearing in mind the useful contribution of the Commission on the Status of
Women to the attainment of the objectives of the Decade and to the progress made,
and the obstacles encountered in that field,

1. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women to pay particular
ettention to the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second Half of
the United Nations Decade for Women and other recommendations of the Conference and
to the formulation of proposals and recommendations for the Economic and Social
Council based on all the relevant information, and, for that purpose, to assume
responsibility for co-ordinating the resulting material in conformity with the

integrated reporting system;

2, Further requests the Commission on the Status of Women to contribute,
through its work, to the establishment of the new international economic order and
the formulation of the international development strategy for the third United
Netions Development Decade;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to consider appropriate measures enabling
the Commission to fulfil that function and strengthening the Centre for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs so that it can effectively help the Commission
on the Status of Women to carry out the tasks assigned to it in paragraphs 1 and 2

above.

41, Women and nutritional self-sufficiency

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Considering that 85 per cent of women in many developing countries are engaged
in agriculture and are the principal protagonists in the attainment of nutritional
self-sufficiency at the family, community and netional levels,

Considering that rural women produce at least 50 per cent of the world's food
output and that the purchase and preparation of food are left to women,
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Recalling the conclusions of the World Food Conference held in Rome in 197k,

lf{ecalling also the Programme of Action as adopted by the World Conference on
!}graman Reform and Rural Development which was endorsed by the General Assembly in
its resolution 34/1L4 of 9 November 1979.

Recalling also the provisions of the Plan of Action which was adopted at Lagos
in April 1980 by the Second Summit Conference of African Heads of State and
Government on economic questions and which gives top priority to nutritional
self-sufficiency,

Invites Governments to:

(a) Review the food situation from the point of view of food consumption,
quality end distribution and identify nutritional needs at all levels, especially
that of the community;

(b) Establish priorities and draw up programmes allocating the necessary
resources for them in order to increase women's productivity with a view to
ensuring adequate and proper food supplies for families and ccmmunities;

(¢c) Provide rural women with the necessary means and access to resources for
agricultural production: instruction in appropriate technologies, highly
specialized marketing and transformation techniques and practices ensuring optimum
utilization of resources;

(d) Increase the number of nutrition and food hygiene courses in school,
functional literacy and mass education programmes and use the most appropriate mass
media to prevent food waste at all levels, from production to consumption;

(e) Promote the effective participation of women in rural organizations
involved in the system of food production, distribution and utilization;

(f) Establish machinery at all levels to monitor and evaluate progress with a
view to achieving nutritional self-sufficiency at the family, community and national
levels,

(g) Strengthen international co-cperation to remedy inequalities in food
resources.

L2. Voluntary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Eguality,
Development and Peace,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 31/133 of 16 December 1976 containing
the criteria and arrangements for the management of the Voluntary Fund,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 34/156 of 17 December 1979,

Conscious that, through financial and technical support, the Fund was designed
to supplement development activities for women at the national, regional and global
levels in co-operation with the appropriate organs of the United Nations systen,
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Recognizing the necessity for continuing financial and technical support to
development activities which respond to the spacific needs of women in developing
countries and the importance of incorporating concern for women in national,
subregional and regional development plans, policies and programmes,

Noting the advice of the Consultative Committee on the Voluntary Fund that
continuation of cxtrabudgetary posts financed from the Fund after 1981 is
dependent upon the regional commissions making available senior women's programme
officer posts from the regular budget of the United lations,

1. Expresses its appreciation for the support given by the Fund to projects
in developing countries;

2. Expresses its appreciation also to the regional commissions, the United
Nations Development Programme and the specialized agencies of the United Nations
system for their assistance in project development and execution;

3. Reaffirms the decision of the General Assembly in its resolution 34/156
of 17 December 1979 to review the decision concerning the location of the Fund at
its thirty-sixth session on the basis of the report to be submitted by the
Secretary-General on his consultations with the Consultative Committec, the
Administrator of the United Mations Development Programme and other United Hations
agencies directly concerned, as well as of the vievws to be submitted by HMember
States by 1 June 1981;

. IExpresses its desire that the activities developed by the Tund should
continue beyond the United Nations Decadc for Women;

S Appeals urgently to all the rugional commissions to make policy-level
posts available to the women's programme from the United Wations regular budget;

6. Expresses its appreciation for the voluntary contributions pledged by
States Members of the United Nations and appeals to States lembers to consider
giving or increasing their support to the Fund.

43. TExploitation of the prostitution of others and traffic
in persons

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Considering that traffic in women and children forced into prostitution
remains a continuing evil,

Considering that women and children (girls and boys) are still all too often
victims of physical abuse and sexual exploitation constituting virtual slavery,

Noting that the Convention for the Supprassion of the Traffic in Persons and
of the Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others was approved by the General
Assembly in resolution 317 (IV) of 2 December 1949,

Noting that the World Conference of the International Women's Year in Moxdco
in 1975 adopted a resolution on '"Prevention of the exploitation of women and
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girls” §§/ requesting the Secretary-General of the United Nations, in co-operation
with other agencies, to undertake a world-wide survey of prostitution and the
maltreatment involved in it,

Considering also thet, although section IT (Specific areas for national
action), subsection I (Other social questions), of the World Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the ObJectives of the International Women's Year refers to this
matter in three different places, 22/ the measures and decisions taken in this
connexion have not yet hazd the desired effect,

Noting that the Commission on the Stabtus of Women, at its twenty-eighth
session, reminded the Secretary~General that a report on the subjJect should be
submitted without delay,

Deploring the scant interest shown by Covernments and international
organizations in this serious problem,

Believing that it would be desirable to improve the procedures and expand the
activities of organs in the United Nations system, the Commission on the Status of
Women, the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control and the Working Group on
Slavery of the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of
Minorities of the Commission on Human Rights, which could help to prevent foreced
prostitution, suppress its exploitation and facilitate the rehabilitation of its
victims,

1. Invites Governments to take appropriate measures with a view to
ratifying the Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the
Exploitation of the Prostitution of Others and to submit to the Secretary-General
the information specified in article 21 of that Convention;

2. Urges the Governments of States Menmbers to recognize that women and
children are not a commodity end that every woman and every child has the right to
legal protection against abduction, rape and prostitution;

3. Further reminds Governments that women and children prostitutes have the
right to legal protection against maltreatment which they may be subjected to for
the sole reason of their being prostitutes;

L, Reminds the United Nations, non-governmental organizations in
consultative status and all international organizations that they should make
concerted efforts to ensure the success of the campaign against this scourges

5. Invites the Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders to make concrete rccommendations in regard to the
relationship betwecen development, prostitution and exploitation and traffic in
persons;

38/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year, Mexico
City, 19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales No. E,76,IV.1, p. T9,
resolution 7.

39/ Ibid., p. 30.
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o 6. Recommends that the Secretary-General of the United Nations should
invite the Governments of States Members to take action against international
networks of traffickers and procurers;

Ts Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the twenty-ninth session of
the Commission on the Status of Women and to the next session of the General
Assembly of the United Nations the requested report on prostitution throughout the
world, its causes and the social and economic conditions which encourage it,

L, Women in agriculture and rural areas

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Recalling resolution 21 of the World Conference of the International Women's
Year 40/ and General Assembly resolution 3523 (XXX) of 15 December 1975,

Understanding the need for rural and peasant women to participate in the
development process and the importance of addressing the specific needs of the
rural world and particularly rural women,

Recognizing that rural women throughout the world must be ensured access to
water, to health services, to education, to employment, to transportation and to
land on terms of equality with rural men and with urban people,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 31/175 of 21 December 1976 on
effective mobilization of women in development, in which the Assembly urged Member
States inter alis to ensure that women have equal access in agriculture to
co-operatives and credit and loan systems, as well as equal opportunities to
participate in policy-making in the economic field, in commerce and trade and in

the advanced efforts of industry,

Extremely concerned that the review and appraisal of the economic and social
situation of rural women contained in the report of the Secretarimt L4l/ reveals
that little or no positive improvements have taken place since the first half of
the Decade,

Aware that, although in many countries women grow, process and market food,
rural women lack production and management skills and access to information and

related support services,

1. Urges Governments, United Nations orgenizstions and other funding
organizations to give special attention to the needs and priorities of rural women
as determined by rural women themselves;

2. Recommends that all development processes and activities should give due
regard to community orientation with the aim of making it possible for rural women
to remain in their own communities, thus minimizing the flow of migration from
rural to urban areas in countries where this is necessary;

Lo/ Ipid., p. 96.
41/ A/CONF.9L/28,
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3. Requests Governments to ensure that rural women:

(r) Are provided with education, technology and training suitable to their
needs, as ldentified by them in order to improve employment opportunities in rural
areas;

(b) Have access to credit and financing mechanisms on a basis of equality
with men, and flexibility in the institutions which deliver credit services to
rural womens;

(¢) Are encouraged and assisted to attain key leadership roles in rural
commmnities and organizations;

(d) Are encouraged snd adequately trained to participate actively in
co-operatives and other organizations concerned with marketing;

(e) Have free access to participation in rural industrialization programmes;
L, Further requests Governments to have trained professionals, rurally-

oriented and specially concerned with education, health and employment, available
in rural areas;

5. Urges Governments to give priority to research and action programmes for
landless rural women and their families;

6. Also requests governmental and non-governmental organizations to
encourage and support the cultural, economic and technical co-operation between
rural women in developed and developing countries and among developing countries;

7. Calls on rural women throughout the world to become aware of their rights
in order that they can exercise and benefit from them;

8. Also calls on rural communities to endeavour, in collaboration with the
mass media, to reflect a more realistic picture of rural living, its problems and
possibilities;

9. Urges the United Nations and organizations in the United Nations system,
in perticular the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the
International Labour Organisation, to:

(a) Assist Govermments to train women at the para-professional level in basic
agricultural techniques as field workers so that they can travel and exchange
appropriate technology as well as remain in their own environment and become
direct links of communication with rural women in their fields and homes;

(b) Review their funding policics and priorities, especially with respect +to
action programmes for women, and in the next five years devote more funds to the
unstinting development of rural and agricultural women;

(c) Seek to employ many more highly gqualified and skilled women in

agriculture from all parts of the world at the policy-making level within United
Nations agencies,
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L5. Apartheid and women in South Africa and Namibia

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Noting with regret that since 1975 the status of women under the apartheid
régimes of South Africa and Namibia has deteriorated,

Bearing in mind the provisions of the International Convention on the
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, E@_/

Recalling the resolutions adopted and proposals made by the World Conference of
the International Women's Year held at Mexico City in 1975,

Recalling also resolutions of the General Assembly of the United Nations, in
particular resolution 3411 C (XXX) of 28 November 1975, by which the Assembly
proclaimed that the United Nations and the international community have a special
responsibility towards the oppressed people of South Africa and Namibia,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 33/189 of 29 January 1979 placing the
effects of apartheid on the status of women in South Africa and Namibia on the
agenda of the World Conference,

Noting that attempts being mede by women throughout the world to implement
programmes under the United Nations Decade for Women have not dealt satisfactorily
with problems faced by women under the oppressive racist régimes of South Africa
and Namibia,

Further noting that the Plan of Action for the Integration of Women in
Developument for the region of the Iconomic Commission for Africa h_3_/ did not
satisfactorily attend to problems faced by women under the oppressive racist
régimes of South Africa and Namibia,

Also noting that the peoples of southern Africa and the world are facing the
threat of world instability and war because of the rapid militarization of
Scuth Africa and the arms race while the avowed principle of the Decade is peace,

Taking note of the reports of the Secretary-General on 'The effects of
apartheid on the status of women in South Africa and Namibia', 4i/ "The role of
women in the struggle for liberation in Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa" L5/
and "Measures of Assistance to Women in Southern l\frlca" 46/ and the Declarations
and recommendations of the Hemispheric Seminar on Women under Apartheid (Montreal)
and the International Seminar on women and Apartheid (Helsinki),

L2/ See General Assembly resolution 3068 (XXVIII) of 30 November 1973.

43/ Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year,
HMexico City, 19 June-2 July 1975, United Nations publication, Sales No. E.T6.IV.1,
pp. 64 et seq.

L4/ A/CONF.94/T.
45/ A/CONF.94/5.
L6/ A/CONF.9L/6.
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Reaffirming that, unless the peoples in South Africa and Namibia are
liberated and are also able to participate in the global struggle for peace,
equality and development, the over-all strategy objectives of the United Nations
Decade for Women cannot be fully realized,

Considering that the observence of the United Nations Decade for Women must
lead to an acceleration of concerted action by the women of the world for the
complete eradication of apartheid in South Africa and Namibia through the
assumption of power by the people,

Reaffirming that apartheid would have long been destroyed were it not for the
economic and military assistance granted by the major Western countries to the
régime of South Africa,

Again reaffirming that the States which give assistance to the racist régime
of South Africa become accomplices in the inhuman practices of racial
discrimination, massacres, detentions and death of thousands of women and children
in these countries,

Further affirming its full solidarity with the women of South Africa and
Namibia in their struggle for liberation under the leadership of their national
liberation movements,

Noting with appreciation the sacrifices of the Frontline States of Africa in
their support of the liberation struggles in South Africae and Namibia,

1. Rejects as inhuman and intolerable all policies designed to perpetuate
apartheid, racial segregation or other policies based on theories that racial
groups are or may be inherently superior or inferior;

2. Strongly condemns the imprisonment, torture and killings of school-
children demonstrating for equality in education in South Africa as an outrage to
the conscience of the world;

3. Pays tribute to the great sscrifices of the women and children in South
Africa and Namibia in the struggle for the inalienable rights and their national
liberation;

4. Calls upon the women of the world to pressurize their Governments:

(a) To sever all links - political, economic, diplomatic and military - with
the apartheid régimes;

(b) To disseminate information on the effects of apartheid as widely as
possible;

5. Urges the Security Council to enhance and intensify world-wide support
for an effective oil embargo and comprehensive economic sanctions against South
Africa;

6. Welcomes with gratitude the contribution by the Voluntary Fund for the
United Nations Decade for Women to a legal defence fund for women suffering under
the system of apartheid and colonial domination;
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T. Condemns the vicious acts of aggression of the Pretoria régime against
the Frontline States of Africa, and the killings of refugees, including women and
children;

8. Urges all organizations of the United Nations system, Governments,
international and regional intergovernmental organizations, women's and
anti-apartheid groups, non-governmental organizations and other groups to give the
highest priority to the questions of measures of assistance to women in South
Africe end Namibia during the second half of the United Nations Decade for Women;

9. Endorses the comprehensive programme for measures of assistance to women
in South Africe and Namibia as contained in document A/CONF.OL/6;

10. Also endorses the Declaration and Recommendations of Helsinki and
Montreal International Seminars on Women and Apartheid and commends them for the
urgent attention of Governments and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations;

11, Calls for the immediate release of all politicel prisoners in South
Africa and Namibia;

12. Urges all trade unions to refrain from handling any merchandise,
weaponry and any goods of economic value going to South Africa and Namibia;

13. Appeals to all Governments and organizations to support the various
projects of the national liberation movements, and front-line States, cspecially
those designated for women and children., More assistance should be channelled
through the South African and Namibian liberation movements recognized by the
Organization of African Unity;

1%, Ureges all concerned United Nations organizations to strengthen the
existing voluntary fund to be used for the legal defence of political prisoners in
South Africa and Namibie and assistance to theilr families;

15, Commends the Special Committee against Apartheid for giving special
attention to the plight of women and children under apartheid;

16, Recommends the full utilization and strengthening of existing machinery
to monitor, co-ordinate and follow up on the fullest implementation of the
measures of assistance to women in South Africa and Namibia during the second half
of the United Nations Decade for Women adopted in Copenhagen;

17. Appeals to all Member States of the United Nations which have not yet
done so to ratify the 1973 International Convention on the Suppression and
Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid.

46, The situation in Bolivia

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, :

Considering that the objectives of the United Nation®™Decade for Women include
the integration of women in development, particularly at the political, economic
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and social decision-meking level, on equal terms in a world of more equitable
economic relations, and the full enjoyment by women of their human rights,

Considering that, in Bolivia, under the leadership of a woman,
Lidia Gueiler de Tejada, the foundations were laid to enable that country
democratically to elect a government that was truly representative of the Bolivian
people, but that that process was violently interrupted,

Resolves to condemn most vigorously any action designed to prevent the
Bolivian people from achieving the goal it had freely set for itself and, thus, to
hamper the full exercise by Bolivian women of their political rights and delay
their participation in their country's development process.

47. TImplementetion of the goals of the United Nations Decade
for Women within the framework of the United Nations
efforts to achieve the New International Economic Order

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Considering that inequality and the economic dependence of developing
countries hamper the development of the national economies of such countries,

Bmphasizing that the problems of women are also the problems of society as a
whole and that they are intimately related to the level, structure and pace of
over-all development, which has hindered progress in achieving legal equality of
wonen and that the efforts and actions undertaken in a number of countries to
promote the status of women have not produced in practice the expected results,
primarily because of the lack of adequate economic and social development,

Bearing in mind the position adopted at the World Conference of the
International Women's Year, held in Mexico City in 1975 and subsequently endorsed
by the General Assembly, that the realization of the goals of the United Nations
Decade for Women: '"Equality, Develorrent and Peace" depends largely on the
establishment of just international economic relations as an cssential
precondition for the comprehensive economic and social development of the
developing countries and the world as a whole,

Considering that a number of conferences were subsequently held within the
United Nations system as well as by the non-aligned and other developing countries
at which the recommendations of the Mexico Conference were further elaborated,
thus creating a basis for the adoption of political decisions at the national and
international level, with a view to improving the economic situation in the world,
including improvement of the status of women,

Recognizing the need to accelerate the over-all development of developing
countries, specially in those areas that will strengthen the basic productive
capacity of their national economies, i.e. the development of the food and
agro-industrial sectors, basic industries, science and technology, indigenous
energy sources, fertilizers, agricultural machinery and transport services, in
order to adeguately satisfy the nutrition, health and educationazl needs of all
women and men on an equal basis, as well as to provide a high level of enmployment
within the framework of their own national plans and priorities,
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Concerned about the political as well as the economic and monetary crisis in
the world that affects. above all, the developing countries and hence the majority
of women, the consequences of which have also been reflected on women in the
developed countries,

Convinced that current world economic and political problems cannot be
resolved by methods used and measures undertaken so far, while the curmulation of
these problems endangers international security and world peace,

Reaffirmins that the international community has accepted joint responsibility
for development and therefore has launched co-operative efforts in the two United
Nations Development Decades and is now engaged in economic negotiations that will

lead to the full achievement of the Wew International TLiconomic Order .

1. Calls upon all States Members of the United Nations:

(a) To integrate, in all plans and programmes., at the natiocnal and
international level, the aims established by the World Plan of Action for the
Tmplementation of the Objectives of the International Uomen's Year, further
elaborated by the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Uomen in the
Programme of Action for the Second Half of the Decade:

(b) To create, by utilizing their national resources and promoting collective
self-reliance, conditions for economic and social progress, and in that way to
improve the economic, social and political status of women,

2. Urges all Governments, especially those of the developed countries, to
conduct in the spirit of constructive co-operation the round of economic
nesotiations related to the international development stratepy for the third
United Nations development decade and to bring the global nepotiations to
satisfactory apreements, with the object of restructuring the world economy and
eliminating economic .causes that threaten world peace, so that the objectives of

the United Nations Decade for Women can be achieved:

3. Requests the Secretary-General of the United NMations to transmit to the
eleventh smecial session of the General Assembly on development and international
economic co-operation the final documents of the World Conference of the United
Nations Decade for Women, as a component part of the documents for this session
and for the strategy for the third United Nations Development Decade.

L8. Expression of thanks to the host country

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace,

Having met in Copenhagen from 14 to 30 July 1980 at the invitation of the

Government of Denmark

Having reviewed and evaluated the progress made and obstacles encountered in
the attainment of the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women,

Having adopted a Propgramme of Action desipgned to achieve in the second half
of the United Nations Decade for Vfomen the objectives reflecting the asmirations
of the women of the world,
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1. Respectfully presents its thanks to Her Majesty Queen Margrethe ITI of
Denmark for having graced the opening meeting of the Conference with her presence
and for having made an inaugural address:

2. Expresses its profound gratitude to the Government of the Kingdom of
Denmark for having made it possible for the Conference to be held in Copenhagen
and for the excellent facilities menerously placed at its disposal-

3. Requests the Government of Denmark to convey to the authorities of the
City of Copenhagen and to the Danish people the gratitude of the Conference for
the hospitality and warm welcome extended to the participants in the Conference:

L. Decides that, the Programme of Action adopted by the Conference shall be
known as the "Propramme of Action for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade
for Women: Fquality. Development and Peace'

DECISION

Credentials of the representatives to the Conference

At its 19th plenary meeting on 29 July 1980 the World Conference of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace approved the
report of the Credentials Committee (A/CONF.9L4/L.24 and Corr.l and 2).
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Chapter 1T
ORIGINS OF THE CONFERENCE

2. The origins of the Conference are traceable, in the final analysis, to the
nre-occupation which has for long been expressed, in virtually every country and in
increasing measure, with questions concerning the position of women in society, in
the family, in national economic, cultural and political life and on the
international scene. In the United Nations system of organizations the subject of
the status of women has been receiving increasing attention at almost every level
ever since the establishment of the Organization. The relevant discussions and
resolutions of the General Assembly, the BEconomic and Social Council and its
subsidiary bodies, especially the Commission on the Status of Women, the
specialized agencies, the regional commissions, ad hoc international conferences
and many other bodies affiliated to the system reflect the growth, especially
since 1975, of the interest of Governments in the situation of women at the
international and national level. In addition, many intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations have for many years been pressing for a greater
recognition of the importance of the role of women in all walks of life.

3. It was in response to the great interest manifested throughout the world in
the status of women that the General Assembly adopted, on 18 December 1972, its
resolution 3010 (XXVII) by which it proclaimed the year 1975 as "International
Women's Year" and recommended certain action to achieve the objectives set out in
the resolution. Subsequently, on 16 May 1974, the Economic and Social Council,
acting on a recommendation by the Commission on the Status of Women, adopted
resolutions 1849 (ILVI) and 1851 (LVI) concerning the convening of an international
conference during the "Year'" as a focal point of the international observance of
the Year. The General Assembly took action on these proposals at its twenty-ninth
session, 1/ and at the invitation of the Government of Mexico the World Conference
of the International Women's Year was held in Mexico City from 19 June to

2 July 1975.

4. That Conference adopted the "Declaration of Mexico on the Equelity of Women
and their Contribution to Development and Peace 1975", a "World Plan of Action for
the Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year", several
regional plans of action, and a number of resolutions and recommendations. 2/ 1In
order to maintain the momentum it had created, the Mexico Conference recommended,
inter alia, that the General Assembly should consider at its thirtieth session the
convening of another world conference on women in 1980. 3/

5. In the course of that thirtieth session the Assembly adopted, on
15 December 1975, resolution 3520 (XXX) by which, inter alia, it took note of the

1/ Resolutions 3276 (XXIX) and 3277 (XXIX) of 10 December 19Th.

2/ See the report of the Conference, document E/CONF.66/34, United Nations
publication, Sales No. F.76.IV.1.

3/ Ibid., p. 113.
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report of the Mexico Conference and endorsed its proposals for action, proclaimed
the period from 1976 to 1985 as the "United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace” to be devoted to effective and sustained national, regional
and international action to implement the World Plan of Action and related
resolutions of the Conference; and - as recommended by that Conference - decided to
convene in 1980, at the mid-term of the "Decade”, a world conference of all States
"to review and evaluate the progress made in implementing the objectives of the
International Women's Year as recommended by the World Conference of the
International Women's Year and, where necessary, to readjust existing programmes in
the 1light of new data, and research available®.

6. By resolution 32/140 of 16 December 1977, the General Assembly referred,
inter alia, to action taken by the Economic and Social Council 4/ with a view to
advancing preparatory work for the 1980 Conference, in particular to the Couneil's
decision to establish a preparatory committee for the Conference.

T. In the course of its next session, the General Assembly adopted several
resolutions, all dated 29 January 1979, relating to the Conference. In particular,
it adopted resolution 33/189, the annex to which set out the provisional agenda

for the Conference and by which, inter alia, it specified the States, organizations,
bodies and movements to be invited by the Secretary-General of the United Nations
to participate in or to be represented at the Conference, and requested him to
appoint the Secretary-General of the Conference and to make the necessary
arrangements for the provision of services to the Conference. By the same
resolution the Assembly also decided on the organization of the work of the
Conference.

8. By resolution 33/185, the Assembly inter alia invited the specialized agencies
and other bodies concerned in the United Nations system to review progress made as
well as constraints and specific problems encountered in their technical and
operational areas in the achievement of the objectives of the "Decade™ and to
suggest appropriate programmes for the second half of the "Decade" and called for
regional preparatory meetings to suggest such programmes.

9. By resolution 33/191, concerning the venue of the Conference, the Assembly
decided to accept with thanks the offer of the Government of Denmark to act as host
to the Conference and decided that the Conference would be held in Copenhagen in
1980. 5/

L4/ Council resolutions 1999 (LX) of 12 May 1976 and 2062 (LXII) of 12 May 1977.
By its resolution 2062 (ILXII) the Council established the Preparatory Committee
consisting of 23 Member States. The following were designated by the President:
Australia, Brazil, Cuba, Egypt, German Democratic Republic, India, Iran, Japan,
Madagascar, Mexico, Netherlands, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Philippines,
Senegal, Uganda, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Venezuela and
Yugoslavia.

5/ It was subsequently decided by Economic and Social Council decision 1979/4
that the dates of the Copenhagen Conference would be 14 to 30 July 1980.
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10. Qn 12 February 1979, the Secretary-General appointed Mrs. lLucille Mair
(Jemeica) as Secretary-General of the Conference. She took up her functions
officially on 1 April 1979.

1l. The Preparatory Committee of the Conference had held its first session in
Vienna from 19 to 30 June 1978. 6/ It held its second session at United Nations
Headquarters from 27 August to 8 September 1979. 7/ At its first session the
Committee elected as its Presiding Officer Mrs. Lena Gueye (Senegal), who was
succeeded at the second session by Mrs. Maimouna Kane (Senegal).

12. At its thirty-fourth regular session the General Assembly took action
concerning a number of questions related to the Conference. By resolution 3L/162
of 17 December 1979 it approved the Preparatory Committee's recommendations (in
the report on the Committee's second session) concerning activities preparatory to
the Conference and inter alia requested the Secretary-Genersal to provide the
budgetary funds necessary for certain specified purposes, including the convening
of a third session of the Preparatory Committee. By resolutions 34/160 and 34/161
of the same date the Assembly decided to add an item entitled "Effects of Israeli
occupation on Palestinian women inside and outside the occupied territories:

(a) Review of the social and economic needs of Palestinian women; (b) Special
measures for Palestinien women inside and outside the occupied territories™ and a
sub~item concerning the situation of women refugees the world over to the
provisional agenda which it had settled at its previous session. By

resolution 34/158, also of the same date, the Assembly called on all Member States
to give their support to the Conference, requested the Preparatory Committee to
intensify its work in preparing an effective programme of action, and urged the
Commission on the Status of Women "to consider at its twenty-eighth session the
question of elaborating a draft declaration on the participation of women in the
struggle for the strengthening of international peace and security and against
colonialism, racism, racial discrimination, foreign aggression and occupation and
all forms of foreign domination, in accordance with General Assembly

resolution 32/1L2, and for the full and effective enjoyment of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, taking into account the views of Governments thereon and
views expressed during the thirty-fourth session of the Assembly”. At its first
regular session of 1980, the Economic and Scocial Council, acting on resolution IV
of the twenty-eighth session of the Commission on the Status of Women, adopted
resolution 1980/36 of 2 May 1980 by which it referred to the General Assembly the
question of elaborating such a draft declaration and invited the Assembly to
consider the question at its thirty-fifth session.

13. The Commission on the Status of Women had earlier, at its twenty-seventh
session, given consideration to an item relating to the agenda of the Conference
and had recommended, as a subtheme of the Conference, the subjects "Employment,
Health and Educetion', as well as the inclusion of an agenda item concerning
"Effects of Apartheid on Women in southern Africa. At its twenty-eighth session
the Commission gave extensive consideration to the documents prepared for the
Conference.

6/ Tor the report on that session see document A/CONF.9L/PC.L.
7/ For the report on that session see document A/CONF.QL/PC.12.
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14, Another relevant resolution adopted by the Assembly at its thirty-fourth
session was resolution 34/204 of 19 December 1979, for in one of its provisions it
called upon the Conference to include in the programme of action for the second
half of the Decade meassures for the integration of women in development.

15. The Preparatory Committee for the Conference held a third session from

7 to 18 April 1980, at United Nations Headquarters, the presiding officer being
Mrs. Maimouna Kane (Senegal), at which it considered substantive reports relating
to specific ltems on the Conference's provisional agenda, reports of regional and
sectoral meetings preparatory to the Conference and questions concerning the
organization of the Conference and other matters. 8/

16. Preparatory meetings at which the role of women was considered and certain
recommendations were adopted were held in the various regions, under the auspices
of the regional commissions. 9/

17. The Secretariat of the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women
co-sponsored the following seminars in May 1980 in preparation for the World
Conference: the Hemispheric Seminar on Women under Apartheid, in Montreal (with
the United Nations Special Committee Against Apartheid); the International Seminar
on Women and Apartheid, in Helsinki (with the Special Committee Against Apartheid
and UNESCO); and the Seminar on Women and the Media (with UNESCO).

18. A Conference of Non-Aligned and Other Developing Countries on the Role of
Women in Development was held in Baghdad from 6 to 13 May 1979. 10/ The agenda
included, inter alia, items on national development strategies, rural development,
the impact of migration, the role of women's orgaenizations, and the participation
of women in the political, social and economic life of their countries and their
contribution to the consolidation of peace.

19. The OECD organized a high-level meeting on the employment of women in OECD
countries which was held in Paris on 16 and 17 April 1980.

8/ For the Committee's report on its third session, see document A/CONF.94/23,
2/ See:

Report of the seminar on the participation of women in the economic
evolution of the ECE region (A/CONF.9L/1k)

Report of the regional preparatory meeting of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (A/CONF.9L/15)

Report of the regional preparatory meeting of the Economic Commission for
Latin America (A/CONF.9kL/16)

Report of the regional preparatory meeting of the Ecocnomic Commission for
Africa (A/CONF.9L/1T)

Report of the regional preparatory meeting of the Economic Commission for
Western Asia (A/CONF.9L4/18).

10/ See A/34/321.
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Chapter 111
ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

A Date and place of the Conference

90. The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women:

Equality,

Development and Peace, was held at Copenhagen from 1Lk to 30 July 1980, in

conformity with General Assembly resclution 33/191 of 29 January 1979.

During that

period the Conference held 21 plenary meetings.

B. Pre-Conference consultatisnsg

21. Pre-Conference consultztions open to all States invited to participate in the
Conference were held at Copenhagen on 13 July 1980 to consider a number of

procedural and orsanizational matters.

These and other informal consultations were

conducted unAcr presidency of Ms. Maimouna Kane (Senegal), Chairman of the

Preparstocy Committee for the Conference.

The report on the consultatioms

(#/CUNT.94/L.2 and Add.l) was submitted to the Conference and was accepted as the

basis for the organization of its work.

C. Attendance

22. The following 145 States were represented at the Conference:

Afghanistan
Albania
Algeria
Angola
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Bahrain
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belgium
Benin
Bhutan
Belivia
Botswana
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burundi
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic
Canada

Cape Verde
Central African Republic
Chile

China
Colombia

Comoros

Congo

Costa Rica

Cuba

Cyprus

Czechosloveakia

Democretic Kampuchea
Democratic People's Republic of Korea
Democratic Yemen

LCennark

Dominican Republic

Ecuador

Egypt

Ethiopia

FiJi

Finland

France

Gabon

Gambisa

German Democratic Republic
Gernany, Federal Republic of
Ghana

Greece

Grenada

Guatemala
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Guinea : Paraguay

Guinea~Bissau Peru

Guyana , Philippines

Haiti Poland

Holy See Portugal

Honduras Qatar

Hungary Republic of Korea

JTceland Romania

India Rwands

Indonesia Samoa

Iran Saint Lucia

Iraq San Marino

Ireland Sac Tome and Principe
Israel Senegal

Italy Seychelles

Ivory Coast Singapore

Jamaics Somalia

Japan Spain

Jordan Sri Lanka

Kenya Sudan

Kuwait Suriname

Lac People's Democratic Republic Swaziland

Lebanon Sweden

Lesotho Switzerland

Libyan Arsb Jamshiriya Syrian Arab Republic
Luxembourg Thailand

Madagascar Togo

Malawi Trinidad and Tobago
Malaysis Tunisia

Maldives Turkey

Mali Uganda

Mauritania Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
Mauritius Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
Mexico United Arab Emirates
Mongolia United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Morocco Northern Ireland
Mozambique United Republic of Cameroon
Nepal United Republic of Tanzania
Netherlands United States of America
New Zealand Upper Volta

Nicaragua Uruguay

Niger Venezuels s
Nigeria Vietnam

Norway Yemen

Oman Yugoslavia

Pakistan Zaire

Panana Zambia

Papua New Guinea Zimbabwe

23. The United Nations Council for Namibia and the Special Committee on Apartheid
were represented at the Conference.

2L. The Palestine Liberation Organization and the South West Africa People's
Organization attended the Conference in the capacity of observers.
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25. The following netional liberation movements were represented by observers:
African National Congress (South Africa), Pan Africanist Congress of Azania.

26. Members of the secretariat of the following United Nations offices were present
throughout or during part of the Conference:

Office of the Director-General for Development and International Economie
Co~Operation

Pepartment of International Econcmic and Soecial Affairs

Department of Technical Co-operation for Development

Department of Political and Security Affairs
27. The secretariats of the following regional commissions were represented at the
Conference:

Economic Commission for Europe

Economic Commission for Latin America

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

Economic Commission for Africa

Economic Commission for Western Asia
28. The following United Nations bodies and programmes were also represented:

United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)

United Nations Children’s Fund )

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

United Nations Development Progremme

United Nations Environment Progreamme

United Nations Fund for Population Activities

United Nations Industrial Development Organization

International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women

United Nations Institute for Training and Research

United Netions Sudano-Sahelian Office

United Nations University

World Food Programme

Federation of International Civil Servants Associations
29. Representatives of the following specialized agencies and related
organizations participated in the work of the Conference:

International Labour Organisation

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

United Nations Eduecational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
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World Health Organization
World Bank

30. The following intergovernmental organizations were represented by observers:

Caribbean Community Sccretariat

Commonwealth Secretariat

Council for Mutual Economic Assistance

Council of Europe

Buropean Economic Community

International Center for Public Enterprises in Developing Countries

League of Arab States

Nordie Council

Organization of African Unity

Organization of American States (Inter-American Commission of Women)
31. A large number of non-governmentsl organizations in consultative status with

the Economic and Social Council, or on the Roster, attended the Conference. The
list of participants is given in document A/CONF.9L/INF.3 and Add.l.

D. Opening of the Conference and election of its President

32. The Conference was opened by the Secretary-General of the United Nations. In
the course of his address he stated that global problems were so interlocked that
efforts for their solution must proceed simultaneously along several paths. The
three goals of the Decade for Women - "Equality, Development and Peace' - were
those of the United Nations itself, and their attainment demanded increased
international collaboration. Without peace, there could be no true equality nor
genuine development. In a climate of fear, tension and instability like the one
prevailing at present, the arms race proceeded a pace at the expense of programmes
of social development. Deterioration in international relations was compounded by
the sombre outlook for the world economy. Such was the gravity of the situation
of the Third World that international political stability would be further eroded
if rapid changes were not forthcoming in economic co-operation between nations.

He urged vigorous efforts to achieve the consensus required for esteblishing a new
international economic order.

33. He said that these were issues in which women were as much involved as men.
Issues apparently specific to women could not be dissociated from the broader
questions of development and peace. He expected the Conference to make a realistic
appraisal of what had been achieved since the Mexico Conference in 1975 and what
yet needed to be done to fulfil the goals laid down in the World Plan of Action.
The progress that had been made should not be overlooked. There were signs that
stereotyped attitudes about the respective roles and positions of the male and
female halves of society were being steadily reformed. There was increased
recognition on the part of Governments and international institutions that women's
participation was critical to the achievement of their goals of progress. Equality
between women and men was being better ensured through legislation and various
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national machineries. At the same time, it was to be recognized that gaps occurred
between laws and social practice and that these needed to be prevented through
sustained social action, resources and political will. In many respects, women
still suffered discrimination in employment and education. In developing countries,
they were especially vulnerable to chronic poor health and inadequate nutrition.
These realities should encourage a redoubling of the admirable efforts made by

women in many parts of the world to help each other and work for the progress of
their societies. While acknowledging the support given to these efforts by many
Governments, he made an appeal for increased contributions to the Voluntary Fund

for the Decade for Women.

34. Concluding, the Secretary~General said that humanity had reached a stage
where the strengths and energy of women needed to be utilized in the collective
domain if universally accepted goals had to be attained. He hoped that the
Conference would succeed in formulating programmes motiveted by idealism and also
achievable in practice. It would thus make a contribution to the international
effort for recleasing humanity from the bondage of hunger and disease, hate and
prejudice, conflict and injustice.

35. In an inaugural address, Her Majesty Queen Margrethe II of Denmark said that
the Conference was an important event not only for the participants but also for
Denmark as the host country. She expressed the hope that women all over the world
would benefit from the work of the Conference, which marked the mid-point in the
United Nations Decade for Women and which provided an opportunity for reviewing
results achieved in the five years that had elapsed since and for planning future
action. The Plan of Action adopted at the Mexico Conference envisaged the full

and real participation of women in economic, social and political life. People
everywhere would now look to the Copenhagen Conference for positive and
constructive results in its work for the enhancement of the status of women,
especially the least privileged smong them. The Conference was taking place at a
time when national societies and the international community were developing
rapidly, with far-reaching consequences for the structure and balance of societies.
Hence it was more imperative than ever that all sectors of the populatien should be
able to participate actively in the shaping of humanity's common future. Efforts
to achieve equal rights and opportunities for men and women should teke due account
of the persohal capacity of the individual. Attitudes towards the role of men and
women in society should be flexible, and rigid concepts of stereotyped roles for
either sex should be avoided. Proceeding, Her Majesty stated that women were
experiencing the necessity of establishing their own premises for an active
contribution to the development of society. They felt that they must draw up their
own demands and themselves specify under what human conditions and in what kind of
society they wished to live. They were urging men to take this as a challenge and
to realize the possibilities inherent in a new family pattern where the role of
each member of the family unit was no longer hampered by fixed ideas. It was
equally important that education and employment, both publie and private, should
offer incentives leading towards the sharing of opportunities and responsibilities,
both outside and inside the family.

36, The World Plan of Action adopted in Mexico was based upon the concept that, in
a broader perspective, efforts for the advancement of women could not be pursued in
a political vacuum, but must be closely related to parallel international efforts
for strengthening the plans for international development and peace. Her Majesty
expressed the hope that all participants in the Conference would remember that they
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waere dealing with human individuals, each woman or man a separate personality with
hopes and fears, Jjoys and sorrows, each one unique. She hoped that the Conference
vould provide a fresh and strong impetus towards a progressive realization of the
ol jectives of the Decade.

37. His FExcellency, Mr. Anker Jérgensen, Prime Minister of Denmark, in an address
to the Conference stated that the Conference offered an opportunity to bridge the
varied views on the concepts of "Equality, Development and Peace ' which existed in
different parts of the world. He believed that democracy was the system most
conducive to the achievement of these three objectives. But alsc in this system
the objectives of equality, development and peace should be pursued consistently
and determinedly. Assessing the results during the past few years, he recognized
that progress had been slow. Women in the developing countries were faced with by
far the greatest difficulties. It was quite natural, therefore, that the
ConTerence should focus first and foremost on the possibilities of women to
in*luence the social and economic development of those countries. He expressed the
best wishes of the Danish Government for the successful outcome of the Conference
for the benefit of all women of the world. especially women in the least developed
countries, and assured it of his Government's readiness to do its best to help the
Conference to fulfil its tasks.

38. The Conference elected by acclamation Mrs. Lise {stergaard, Minister for
Cultural Affairs of Denmark and head of the delegation of Demnmark, as President of
the Conference.

39. In thanking the Conference for her election, the President said that, ever
since the establishment of the United Nations, it has Dbeen one of the objectives of
the Qrganization to contribute to the advancement of women. The outstanding event
in the history of its efforts in that direction had been the adoption of the World
Plan of Action at the Mexico Conference in 1975, as a result of which publice
opinion had hecome increasingly conscious of the important part women could play in
the development process. It was the task of the Copenhagen Conference to take
action tending to improve the conditions of poverty under which millions of women
were 1living, the consequences of which were illiteracy, poor health and lack of
access to remunerated employment. In stressing that equality was a prerequisite of
wholesome social, economic and cultural development, she considered nevertheless
that account should be taken of possible differences in concepts of values between
women and men. In referring to the economic situation of women, she said that
prejudice and other factors still accounted for the inferior and dependent status
of women iIn many societies - a phencmenon not confined to the developing cowntries.
Efforts to establish a new international economic order should aim, therefore, not
only at redressing the balance between rich and poor countries but also at
rectifying the inequalities between the sexes. She expressed the hope that the
Copenhagen Conference would recommend international action and ensure that
decisions concerning development strategies would never more be made without taking
into account their effects on the living conditions of women.

40. Ohe emphasized that the conclusions of the Conference ought to be such as to
be universally acceptable, for only then would its decisions and recommendations
produce effects world-wide. Accordingly, she hoped that the deliberations of the
ConTerence would be conducted in a spirit of dedication to the common cause of
ensuring that women took an active part, on a par with men, in the shaping of
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future societies. As President she would spare no erffort in seeking congensus on
all matters of substance relevant to the agreed subjects of the Conference.

41. An appeal, in the form of a petition signed by more than half a million women
of the Nordic countries was presented to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations. The petitioners urged prompt action to achieve disarmament and peace,

an end to all aggression and to the power struggle of the great Powers, in order
that the resources so released might be used for constructive purposes.

42, In responding, the Secretary-General said he had been deeply touched by the
appeal, the sentiments of which he echoed.

E. Messages from Heads of State or Government

43, The Conference received messages wishing it success addressed to it by the
Heads of State or Government of Bangladesh, Bulgaria, China, Congo, Czechoslovakia,
Dominicen Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopia, France, Gambia, Guyana, Iceland, Indonesia,
Ireland, Japan, Kenya, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Maldives, Mongolisa,

Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Senegal, Syrian Arab Republic,
the United States of America, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Zambia and
Zimbabwe .

F. Other messages

by, A message for the success of the Conference was received from the Palestine
Liberation Organization.

G. Adoption of the rules of procedure (agenda item 3)

45, At its first plenary meeting on 1L July 1980 the Conference adopted the
provisional rules of procedure recommended by the Preparatory Committee
{A/CONF.94/2), subject to the smendment of rule 6 to read:

"The Conference shall elect the following officers: a President, a

Vice-President in charge of co-ordination and 23 other Vice-Presidents and
a Rapporteur-General, as well as a Presiding Officer for each of the Main
Committees provided for in rule 42. Each Main Committee shall elect three

Deputy Presiding Officers and a Rapporteur.”

H., Adoption of the agenda (agenda item 4)

L6. At the same meeting the Conference adopted as its agenda thg provisional
agenda (A/CONF.9L/1) recommended by the Preparatory Committee, viz:

1. Opening of the Conference

2, Election of the President

3. Adoption of the rules of procedure
4. Adoption of the agenda

5. Election of officers other than the President
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10.

Other organizational matters

(a) Allocation of items to the Main Committees and organization of work

(b) Credentials of representatives of the Conference
(i) Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee
(ii) Report of the Credentials Committee

Elfects of apartheid on women in southern Africa

(a) Review of the situation

(b) Special measures for assistance to women in southern Africa

Review and evaluation of the progress made and obstacles encountered in

attaining the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women:

Equality, Development and Peace, at the national, regional and

international levels, from 1975 to 1980, in keeping with the World Plan

of Action for the Implementation of the Objectives of the International

Women's Year:

(a) Review and evaluation of progress made and obstacles encountered
at the national level in attaining the minimum objectives set forth
in paragraph 46 of the World Plan of Action

(b) Review and evaluation of regional and global programmes of the
United Nations system of organizations aimed at promoting the
objectives of the Decade

Programme of Action for the second half of the United Nations Decade

for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 1981-1985, designed to

implement the World Plan of Action

(a) National targets and strategies for women's integration and
participation in economic and social development, with special
emphasis on the subtheme "Employment, Health and Education"

(i) Planning and monitoring

(ii) National machineries

(b) Regional and international targets and strategies, taking into
account the subtheme "Employment, Health and Education"

(c) The situestion of women refugees the world over

Effects of Israeli occupation on Palestinian women inside and outside
the occupied territories

(a) A review of the social and economic needs of the Palestinian women
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(b) Special measures for assistance to Palestinian women inside and
outside the occupied territories

11. Adoption of the report of the Conference

I. Election of officers other than the President (agenda item 5)

L7. At its second plenary meeting on 15 July 1980, the Conference elected

Mrs. Helga Hdrz (CGerman Democratic Republic) Vice-President in charge of
co-ordination and the following 23 States as Vice-Presidents: Australia, Austria,
Barbados, China, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Ecuador, Ethiopia, France, Ghana,
Irag, Kenya, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Syrian Arab Republic. Tunisia,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United States of America, Venezuels,
Zimbabwe.

48. Ms. Anasixta Gonzales de Cuadros (Colombia) was elected Rapporteur-General.
49. The Conference elected Mrs. Maimouna Kane (Senegal) Presiding Officer of
the First Committee and Mrs. Shiela Kaul {India) Presiding Officer of the Second

Committee.

50. The First and Second Committees elected their Deputy Presiding Officers and
Rapporteurs: '

FPirst Committee

Deputy Presiding Officers: Ms. Rafidah Aziz (Malaysia)
Ms. Leonidas Paez de Virgili (Paraguay)
Ms. Maria Groza (Romania)

Rapporteur: Ms. M. Van Hemeldonck (Belgium)

Second Committee

Deputy Presiding Officers: Ms. Maria de Lourdes C. E. S.
de Vincenzi (Brazil)

Mr. Chavdar Kiuranov {(Bulgaria)

Ms, Nermin Abadan-Urat (Turkey)

Rapporteur: Mr. Ali Benbouchta (Moroceo)

Officers of the Committee of the Whole

51. The Committee of the Whole established by the Conference 1/ elected as its
Presiding Officer Ambassador Ifigenia Martinez (Mexico). It elected

Mr. Umayya Tukan (Jordan) as its Deputy Presiding Officer and Ms. Inonga Lewanika
(Zambia) as its Repporteur.

J. Other organizational matters (agenda item 6)

1. Allocation of items to the Main Committees and organization of work

52. At its 1st plenary meeting the Conference further decided:

(1) That items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 11 would be considered in plenary meetings;

1/ In conformity with a reccmmendation by the pre-Conference consultations
(see A/CONF.9k/L.2/rad.1).
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(ii) That items T (a), 8 (2), 9 (a) and 10 (a) would be considered by the
Pirst Committee;

(iii) That items T (b), 8 (b), 9 (b), 9 (c) and 10 (b) would be considered by
the Second Committee.

53. In addition, at the same meeting the Conference decided to establish a
Committee of the Whole whose terms of reference would be to consider Part One
"Background and framework'" of the Programme of Action contained in document
A/CONF.9L/22 and Corr.l, and to report to the plenary.

2. Credentials of representatives to the Conference: Appointment of the
members of the Credentials Committee (agenda item 6 (b) (i))

54, In conformity with rule 4 of the rules of procedure the Conference at its
1st plenary meeting established a Credentials Committee composed of the following
States: Belgium, China, Congo, Ecuador, Pakistan, Panama, Senegal, the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America.

K. Tribute to the memory of the late President of Botswana

55. At its 2nd plenary meeting on 15 July 1980 the Conference observed one
minute's silence in tribute to the memory of Sir Seretse Khama, President of
Botswana, whose death had been announced.

L. Implications of Conference decisions for the programme budget of the
United Nations

56. At the 20th plenary meeting on 30 July 1980, before the consideration of the
recomnendations made by the Committees and of other draft resolutions, the
Secretary of the Conference stated that any provisions of the Programme of Action
or draft resolutions that had implications for the programme budget of the

United Nations would be brought to the attention of the General Assembly by the
Secretariat at the time when the Assembly considered the report of the Conference.
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Chapter IV

SUMMARY OF THE GENERAL DEBATE

57. The general dcbatc, which took place in the course of 18 plenary meetings

of the Conference, from 14 to 29 July 1980, covered the whole range of the topics
that were referred for more specific consideration toc the Committees establighed
by the Conference. The passages which follow give a brief account of the points

that were stressed by speakers in the debate,

58. The representatives of States and the observers who addressed the Conference,
as well as the representatives of specialized agencies, regional commissions

and other United Nations bodies, programmes and offices who made statements
commented on the central issues before the Conference. Some intergovernmental
organizations also made statements in the plenary. A statement was also made on
behalf of a number of non~governmental organizations. In addition, statements
were made in the plenary by the representatives of nine non-governmental

orgenizations.,

59. Many representatives referred to the adoption by the General Assembly of the
Convention on the Eliminetion of All Forms of Discrimination egeinst Women 1/ as
an event of great gignificance. A large number of the representatives who spoke
in the general debate amnounced that they had been authorized by their Governments
1o sign the Convention on behalf of their countries at the ceremony arranged, in
conformity with Economic and Social Council resolution 1980/34, to take place
during the Conference. g/ They added that the signature and ratification of the
Convention by as many States as possible and its early entry into force would
promote the achievement of the objectives of the United Nations Decade for

Women,

60, In an inaugural statement, the Secretary-General of the Conference said

that the 1975 Conference of the International Women's Year, by unanimously
approving the World Plen of Action, had affirmed the comprehensive scope of
women's concerns. Inherent in the World Plan was the recognition that, if women
were a critical component in every aspect of national life, it was necessary to
involve them in planning and implementation in every sector, including thase
traditionally perceived as masculine. This was equally true at the international
level. Accordingly, just as the Conference would consider specific sectors such
as employment, health and education, it should also examine what progress had been
achieved in making the new vision of women as agents and participants as well as
beneficiaries a national and international reality.

61, Responding to a decision of the Mexico Conference, she said the United Nations
system had assembled for the mid-Decade review the most complete data vet available

1/ General Assembly resolution 34/180 of 18 December 1979.

g/ The signing ceremony took place at the Bella Center, Copenhagen, on
17 July 1980.
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on the condition of women. The emerging picture permitted of no complacency, for
there was evidence that in the main the targets established in the World Plan were
still as elusive as in 1975; however, by its greater detail and clearer focus, this
picture should provide the basis for practical, action-oriented strategies for

the rest of the Decade, and the motive for mobilizing national and international
resources behind them, Improved research and analysis, carried out by experts from
a wider range of regions, had also served to confirm the hypothesis that the
situation of women in any country was conditioned by global economic and political
gitustions. Both the current world economic crisis and international politiecal
tensions were probably having an adverse impact on efforts for the advancement of

wWomen.

62, In the field of employment, increased participation of women had not brought
increased rewards, for the majority of women were confined to low-paid, sex—
stereotyped and insecure jobs. In many instances technological change had actually
set women back, and continued failure to redefine economic activity had meant
that much of women's productive work remained uncounted and ignored by economists.
As regards health, the data revealed widespread chronic ill-health among women,
and women's greater vulnerability to certain diseases. As regards education, in
spite of increased female enrolment parity had not been achieved; the drop-out
rate for girls was high, while women's workloads often precluded their access to
adult education programmes where these existed. Moreover, the content of
education frequently tended to reinforce, rather than to change, attitudes which
inhibited dimprovement in the status of women.

63. The Secretary~General of the Conference further stated that the General
Assembly, recognizing that women were both participants and victims in political
struggles, had directed the Conference to consider three issues - the effects of
apartheid on women in southern Africa, the effects of Israeli occupation on
Palestinian women inside and outside the occupied territories, and the situation of
women refugees the world over - and to formulate special measures of assistance

in each case. DIach of these situations was being dealt with in other United Nations
bodies; the Conference, therefore, had the responsibility of identifying the
special needs of the women involved, and of devising means of aiding them which
neither duplicated nor detracted from existing programmes.

64, The major part of the Conference's work, she said, would be the adoption of

a programme of action at the national, regional and international levels, designed
to ensure that the targets of the World Plan were met by the end of the Decade,

The review indicated that at all three levels the lack of structural change had
impeded efforts. At the national level, mechanisms established had tended to
remain advisory, and to be hampered by a lack of resources. At the regional and
international levels, there had been some progress: programmes and resource
centres had been established within the regional commissions, and in the United
Nations and the specialized agencies the growing recognition that women were
important to all developmental concerns had been reflected both in their programmes
and in intergovernmental meetings. Structural changes at these levels, however,
had not been adequate even to carry out the activities recommended in the World
Plan, let alone the further initiatives recommended by the regional preparatory
meetings for the Conference, There was still too great a tendency to regard
programmes for women as a separate exercise within a given institution or
department, too great a reliance on extrabudgetary sources to fund such programmes,
and insufficient co~-ordination among them,
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65. The object of the draft Programme of Action before the Conference
(A/CONF.9k/22 and Corr,l) was to suggest priorities for the rest of the Decade.
Its thrust was twofold; first, toward integrated planning at all levels and in
all sectors, with the provision of necessary resources, and second, toward
establlshlng adequate institutional arrangements both to implement plans and
programmes and to monitor their implementation. The draft Programme of Action
further sought to increase the participation of women at all levels and in varied
ways, and was intended to be complementary to the efforts of Govermments in
attaining the objectives of the Decade.

66. The over-all situation, although by no means satisfactory, nevertheless
contained positive elements. Governments and international organizations had come
to recognize that both women's problems and their potential for problem-solving
must be taken seriously, and were beginning to see new possibilities for linking
wonen's advancement to the solution of global problems such as the formulation of
& new international development strategy, which the General Assembly would shortly
be considering. It was appropriate that the considerations of the Conference
should find a place in that process.

67. In opening the general debate the Assistant Secretary-General for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs stressed the historic significance of the
preceding eight years when women had made the first meaningful contribution to
world gffairs at the international, regional and national levels. The Mexico
Conference had been the first and only World Conference where women had formed a
large majority among the government delegations, most of which had been headed by
women., The World Plan of Action adopted at the Mexico Conference was the most
comprehensive socio-~economic and political programme ever devised in order to
improve the situation of human beings.

68. 1In reviewing the first part of the Decade for Women she singled out the major
achievements, In the field of equality the adoption of the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Ageinst Women in December 1979 had been
a big step forward. In the field of development some visible achievements were:

a growing awareness of the important role of women; the increasing realization
that the situation of women crucially affected the situation of children and
families, including future generations; the concentrated efforts, with considerable
results, to enlarge the data base, research and analysis with the object of
identifying the linkage between the situation of women and other issues related to
the development of society; the significant interest in the implementation of the
World Plan of Action and the programme for the Decade as part of the national

and international development plans and programmes; the increasing number of
non-governmental organizations involved in the implementation of the programme;
the growing and concerted commitment by women the world over to becoming a major
force in the development of the national and international societies.

69. So far as peace was concerned, she said that successes had been less §tr_'ikir_1g,
but women had contributed to friendly relations among States and to the elimination
of threats to peace,

70. Two new programmes for the advancement of women and new contributions to
development were direct results of the Mexico Conference: the Voluntary Fund for
the United Nations Decade for Women, and the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women.

~129-



71, She added that the secretariat unit responsible for implementing the
recommendations of the Mexico Conference needed to be strengthened. The second
part of the Decade should fully reflect women's increasing participation in all
national and international affairs, and women should not let the responsibility
for the future remain solely in the hands of male leaders. The desire to
create a better future for themselves, their children and families united women
all over the world, but they had to be fully involved in all affairs affecting
the common destiny of all humanity.

72, The words of Matthew Arnold quoted in the Mexico Conference, "if women of
the world will once unite, there will be a power which the world has never seen,"
had really become true. She hoped the trend would continue towards the creation

of a more human world for all.

T73. The delegations which spoke in the ensuing debate agreed that the Conference
was an important opportunity to assess the progress which had been made since the
Conference of the International Women's Year in Mexico. Many representatives
stated that the Conference could have a substantial impact on the efforts of
Governments to achieve the goals of the Decade,

T4, Many participants recognized the close relationship between the three themes
of the Conference: equality, development and peace, for in their opinion it was
a condition of the realization of these objectives that women should play an
important part in their achievement.

T5. Other representatives held the opinion that the Conference represented the
expressed will of people and Governments to eliminate poverty, all forms of
discrimination, injustices and inequalities. They stated that peace, dé&tente,
international co-operation, general and complete disarmament, especially nuclear
disarmament, and national liberation, as well as respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms constituted the indispensable conditions for the emancipation
of women.

Fouality

76. Almost all representatives supported the principle of the equality of women
and men in all fields. They considered that there had been progress and some
success in combating the irequality of the sexes, Some speakers stated that more
concrete and practical suggestions were needed siming at ensuring a higher degree
of equal opportunities and that equality should be translated into economic and
social terms. A number of delegations stressed that education should inculecate

a spirit of equality - racial and sexual equality. Many delegations considered
that, for deep historical, social and economic reasons, it would probably not

be possible to achieve full legal and factual equality of women and men all over
the world during the Decade. Other representatives considered that equality for
women would become possible if men and women together shared in the conatruction
of a newv international economic order, In this connexion one representative
stressed that women's efforts to achieve equality in the developing countries
were firmly linked to the struggle for the right of national self-determination
without any outside intervention or exploitation. Many delegations stated that
the recognition of the equal place of women in society was the objective of the
most progressive social and political movements in history. They added that
nowadays women's movements were not confined to the narrow framework of purely
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"feminine" matters but constituted an active factor in the achievement of economic
and social progress, As a contribution to the attaimnment of women's equality,
many delegations urged that action should be taken to eradicate hunger, disease,
unemployment, illiteracy, ignorance and backwardness in countries where these
evils still existed. :

77. Many delegations referred to the function of the State as the\ultimate
guarantor of the rights of all citizens of either sex and to the institutions
which in their countries were responsible, under the law, for ensuring the respect
of these rights. They said that many of the international instruments and
conventions that provided for the equality of the sexes in the matter of
employment, social security benefits, health care, education and in other respects
had become part of national law, as had certain recommendations of the = .
International Labour Organisation and other bodies (including regional bodies)
that provided for preferential treatment of women in specific fields, Many
representatives stated that the Constitutions, laws and regulations in force in
their countries provided material guarantees for the full equality of the sexes

in every respect and that there was governmental and other institutional machinery
for ensuring the observance of these legislative provisions,

78. The delegations of some other countries stated that economic and social
progress, including progress towards full equality of the sexes in so far as it.
did not already exist, depended not only on initiatives taken by the State, but
also on the efforts and contributions on the individual: the citizens, fehale
and male, had responsibilities and duties, and it was the task of the State to
create conditions propitious for the fulfilment of those duties.

Development

79. Most delegations agreed that peace and security, national and international,
were essential for progress and development. They also stated that the
preconditions for achieving economic and social development on a global scale
were the establishmen® of a more just and equitable economic order.

80. Many speakers referred to the need for a New International Economic Order

and to the importance of women as participants and beneficiaries of such an

order. One delegation proposed that the results of the Conference should be .
brought to the attention of the special session of the General Assembly on economic

develcpment.

81. Some representatives stated that women did not always share in thg fruits ot
development and that any definition of development should include provision for
the concerns and participation of women. One representative stated that there
was no question of a separate development strategy for women. _Momen shogld be

an integral part of every development programme, both at the m1croe§onomlc and at
the macroeconomic level. They should be treated as a target group in Qevelopment
plans, and budgetary allocations should be made accordingly. IQ addition, eagh
development project and programme gshould have a built-in mechanism for assessing

their impact on women.,

82. A number of representatives pointed out that the world economic crisis had
put additional burdens on women. Others stated that the Conference should
emphasize the interdependence of political and economic development more strongly

than did the draft programme of action.
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83, Many delegations said that, for the purpose of integrating women into the
development process in their countries, it would be necessary to break down
attitudinal barriers inherent in the national culture through public enlightenment
programmes, including specific programmes for women, In most cases these
programmes were sponsored by the CGovermment or a govermmental agency and provision
was made for them in the national budget. These speakers added that some of
these activities received welcome support from international organizations or
from aid--giving agencies of donor countries, Moreover, they said, the movement
towards the greater participation of women in the development effort of their
countries had received a considerable boost from the events organized in connexion
with the International Women's Year, 1975, as a result of which women's groups

and associations had sprung up in many countries where previously none had existed
or where public life had been almost entirely domineted by men.

8L, Some delegations, referring to the economic situation in the world in general
and in their countries in particular, said that in times of economic recession

it was invariably the weaker sectors of the population that were most adversely
affected by the hardships which were the consequence of & slackening of industrial
and commerical activity. Among the first victims, they said, were the women in
occupations hard hit by the downturn of the economy, who swelled the ranks of

the unemployed and whose loss of income aggravated the family circumstances, which
in meny cases were gtraitened by the simultaneous unemployment of another member
of the houselhold. A number of speakers pointed out that the effects of a
country's economic stagnation were particularly frustrating for persons who had
become accustomed, in earlier periods of affluence, to a certain standard of
living and who had come to expect a continuation of their lifestyle: there

again, the adjustment to a different way of life often fell hardest upon the
women.

85. Other delegations stressed that many of the women in their countries had
been influenced by commercial publicity to overestimate the materialistic values
of a civilization alien to their national or religious tradition,

86, A few delegations expressed the opinion that one of the causes contributing
to the present economic crisis, which was severely hampering the development
efforts of many developing countries and which gravely affected the women in
these countries, was the rise in the price of fuels, in particular petroleum
products. They explained that petroleum and its derivatives were indispensable
to the daily life of the households in their countries, for coocking and heating,
and the high price of the fuel eroded the already meagre resources available to
families in these countries for buying food and other necessities. In addition,
they said, as petroleum was the basis of many synthetic materials, the higher
price of the raw material was reflected in the retail price of garments, Transport
costs also rose in keeping with the price of petroleum, and hence added to the
cost of living of the population, including that of working women.

87. Some delegations considered that the Conference ought to pay special

attention to the case of women in the least developed countries, These countries
would need sustained and adequate international assistance in order to be able to
carry out the quite ambitious provisions of the draft Programme of Action for the
second half of the United Nations Decade for Women, In that connexion a number

of speakers pointed out that the Voluntary Fund had provided such assistance in
certain cases; they expressed the hope that the Mund would receive generous support
from Govermments in a position to provide financial resources,
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Peace

88. Many delegations pointed out that women all over the world accepted peace as
an objective necessity and that many supported concrete action in favour of
disarmament and an end to the arms race. Other representatives also stressed the
necessity to safeguard peace. Some delegations expressed the opinion that peace
vas the condition for the achievement of equality and development. A number of
delegations endorsed the peace initiative of the group of Nordie women as an
example of grass roots efforts to influence strategies that would ensure world
peace. Other delegations stressed that regional conflicts should be resolved by
peaceful means. One delegation stated that, as yet, women's influence on such
issues as peace and security, disarmament, détente and the realization of a

lew International Economic Order had been modest. The delegations of several
developing countries said that war and the threat of war constituted a particularly
serious danger for the daily life of women and children in their countries,

Other delegations stated that facts showed that the threat to peace came mainly
from hegemonist aggression and expansion.

89, Many delegations pointed out that lasting peace and security were basic
preconditions for the achievement of equality and development, They expressed
their conviction that the struggle for peace and disarmament, for nationsl
independence, against aggression, foreign cccupation and s8ll forms of enslavement
and dictatorship, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism, racial discriminationmn,
apartheid was at the same time a struggle for the improvement of the status of
wonmen and their equal participation in social and econcmic development, They
also pointed out that a new war would put in peril the very existence of
civilization, and called upon all women of the world to work actively to

prevent it. In this connexion, they expressed apprehension about the plans to
deploy in some countries of Western Furope medium-range missiles, Some of them
referred to proposals aimed at strengthening peace and security and curbing the
arms race, in particular the declaration adopted on 15 May by the Political
Consultative Committee of the Warsaw Treaty States, Some of these delegations
stressed the need to elaborate a declaration on the participation of women in

the struggle for international peace and security. One of these delegations
proposed that the Conference should adopt a resolution calling upon the General
Assembly to consider and accept such a declaration. These delegations pointed

in particular to the significance of a broad and continuous process of preparation
of societies for life in peace which involved the recognition, in word and deed,
that every nation and every human being, regardless cf race, conscience, language
or sex, has the inherent right to 1life in peace.

Imployment

90. A subject to which virtually all speakers addressed themselves in the course
of their statements in the general debate was that of the economic position of
vomen, and in particular the employment of women. Many representatives referred

to the increasing share of the active labour force that was accounted for by

women in the modern economies of the industrialized countries. Women performed

in meny sectors tasks on a footing of equality with men; in some sectors,
particularly in those traditionally reserved for women, female employees
ontnumbered males, and in certain professions a significant percentage of the posts
was now held by women. Many representatives stated that in their countries women
enjoyed equal opportunities with men in all fields of economic activity and that
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cpecial legislative and other measures ensured the employment of all persons,
including women; as a result, a very high percentage of women of working age was
gainfully employed, on terms of equal remuneration with men. The importance of
the participation of women in economic activity, including agriculture and certain
industries, was stressed also by many representatives,

91. Some representatives referred to the increase in the number of women in
professional and technical occupations, and one of these representatives stated
that there were more professional women than men in her country. It was pointed
out that often an excessive burden fell on women who were employed inasmuch asg
they continued to bear, often alone, the full burden of family responsibilities.,
In addition, many representatives stated that the principle of "equal pay for
equal work'", though enshrined in the labour legislation of their countries, was
not always respected in practice owing to the prejudices and stereotyped vision
of employers. The representatives of some developed market economy countries
commented that the phenomenon of discrimination against women as regards their
remuneration was observable in their countries as well, and added that it was not
an infrequent practice for employers to reserve certain occupations to the one or
the other sex, the low paid jobs being commonly given to female workers. The
representative of one of these countries considered that what was needed was a
redistribution of jobs: in her opinion, men should do less peid work and should
share the domestic duties with women so as to relieve women of their double
burden. ©She added that women should participate on a larger scale in the activities
at present reserved to men. Other representatives noted that special compensatory
measures were necessary to achieve a redistribution of jobs.

Women and health

92, Several delegations expressed the view that improvements had taken place in
the area of women's health, as indicated by the decline in infant and maternal
mortality rates and by figures showing a higher life expectancy for women. Most
representatives stressed that adequate health was a prerequisite for the effective
participation of women in development, in education, in employment and in
political life.

93, Many delegations stated that in their countries medical services for women,
particularly maternity and child care, were provided free of charge and were among
these countries' basic achievements. They described extensive measures taken in
these countries to ensure an appropriate level of health services for women and
children, including the further development of a vast network of specialized
institutions and clinics.

ok, In describing the progress made in the last five years in the health care
system of their countries, many other delegations mentioned improvements in
primary health care services, with emphasis on maternity and child care clinics.

95. Many delegations referred to the extension of pre-natal and post-natal child
care, midwifery services and maternity clinics to the rural areas of their countries,
Some representatives noted the increase in the number of women practising or being
trained as doctors, midwives, nurses or officials in the national health system.

06, Several speakers mentioned the need for increased Lealth education for women.

In this respect, some representatives considered that the elements of basic
nutrition should be taught to women, and pointed out that in countries where
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nutrition and feeding programmes had been implemented, malnutrition had decreased.
Many delegations urged that family planning programmes be included in health
zducation, One speaker stated that family planning was part of her country's
Tamily welfare policy.

97. Many delegations, referring to priority areas for action, stated that
improvements in water supply and sanitation facilities would benefit the rural
areas and contribute to better health for women in developing countries.

98. Several speakers commented on the disquieting incidence of domestic violence,
sexual assault and maltreatment of women and urged that in countries where the
existing law provided insufficient protection against such offences legislation
should be enacted to safeguard the relatively helpless woman and child against
abuse, and social services should be provided to offer relief to the viectims of
abuse. One delegation noted the crucial role that women's organizations played in
aiding battered women and in exposing their problems to society.

99, One representative stated that in her continent infant and maternal mortality
rates were among the highest in the world, and the life expectancy for women one of
the lowest,

Invironment

100. The delegations of a number of countries, particularly those of the South
Pacific region, protested against the use of that region as a testiryy ground for
nuclear devices., They stated that the periodic tests, and esgpecially the nuclear
fall-out and the effects of radiation, constituted a threat to the environment,
the resources and the population of their countries. One of these delegations
stated that this disregard for the quality of the environment and for the well-
being of its country's population, including women and children, prejudiced
national efforts to improve health and living conditions. Some speakers
appealed to the Govermments of countries carrying out nuclear tests to confine
such tests to their own territories. They maintained that the continuation of
the nuclear tests betokened a lack of respect for the territorial integrity and
sovereignty of the Pacific Island nations.

Tducation

101, It was generally recognized that one of the most serious and most persistent
deficiencies from which many developing countries suffered was the widespread
illiteracy, especially among the female population. Numerous speakers acknowledged
that a principal cause of illiteracy among women was the historical and cultural
attitude of society to the education of girls and that what was needed was a
transformation of traditional attitudes and prejudices which had contributed to
the underprivileged position of women and girls so far as education was concerned.
Many representatives referred to action taken or contemplated in their countries
to improve the access of the female population to primary and secondary education,
In some cases the efforts of the Govermments in that direction were supported by
multilateral or bilateral assistance., A number of representatives pointed to
successes achieved by the literacy campaigns in their countries. Others pointed
out that naticnal efforts to promote literacy were hampered by lack of resources,
geographical factors, the wide dispersal of population groups, poor transport and
communications. It was generally agreed thet the status of women in societies,
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in which illiteracy was still a common phenomenon, could not be raised unless
females were admitted to, and encouraged to attend, schools on a footing of
equality with males.

102, A considerable number of representatives stated that, although it was true
that in many respects women had not achieved parity with men in their countries
go far as higher education was concerned, it was no less true that the number of
female entrants into institutions of higher learning had increased in recent years
and was still rising. Severel of these representatives stated that in their
countries the conditions governing admission to universities were the same for
women and for men, Many representatives reported that in their countries almost
equal numbers of women and men graduated from institutions of higher learning,
thanks to guarantees provided by the entire social policy pursued by their
Governments. Some representatives stated that in their countries a large number
of women from urban areas attended courses of higher education, but that the
enrolment of rural women in such courses was low. One representative reported
that almost half the students enrolled in his country's universities were women,
but that the drop~-out rate among the female students was high. Several
representatives announced action taken or envisaged in their countries to adapt
curricula to the special needs of female students and to remove or revise sex-
stereotyped textbooks. Some representatives considered that there should be a
possibility of choice between coeducational and single-sex schools.

Political participation

103. Most representatives indicated that broad national and international
objectives could not be achieved without taking account of issues affecting women
or without ensuring that women participated in the benefits of policies and
programmes .

104, Other speakers referred to the growing realization that the participation
of women in political life and in the decision-making process increased the -
benefits to society as a whole, as well as to women,

105, Many delegations referred to the increase in the number of women occupying
both elective and appointive positions in governments since 1975. Several
representatives cited figures showing women's participation in different offices.
Greater acceptance of women in high government, political, labour union and other
posts was noted, as well as growing efforts by women to organize to promote their
political interests. Several speakers referred to revolutionary struggle as a
means of increasing and consolidating women's political participation.

106. Some representatives cited & drop in the number of women elected to their
countries' legislature, which was not explained by the trends of events in those
countries, and they expressed the hope that this decline would not continue and
would if possible be reversed. Another representative pointed out that the
respect of human rights and access to full democratic participation were basic
rights of women, and that one of these rights was the right to elect and to be
elected.

107, The representatives of several countries in Africa, Asia, the Pacific and ‘?he
Caribbean which had attained independence recently described steps taken by thelr
Governments to enlist the support of their female population in building a new

nation. They referred to the participation of women in political and social life
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at the local and national level, gave particulars of the legislation concerning the
electoral franchise and cited examples of cases in which women had been elected to
the legislature or to local government bodies.,

108, A statement was made on behalf of a group of States participating in the
Conference voicing their concern about the situation in Bolivia, the overthrow
by undemocratic methods of the administration headed by a woman President in that
country and the flouting of the demoeratically expressed will of the Bolivian
people.

Women in rural areas

109, Many representatives referred to the conditions under which large numbers of
women were living in the rural areas of developing countries. The situation of
these women, they said, was distressing in many respects, for they not only had to
perform arduous agricultural tasks but also had to look after their children and
carry out the household chores. A nurmber of delegations said that in many
developing countries women were the main producers of food and cash crops but did
not own the means of production, In many of the countries in question, these
women were not integrated into the society or into the national economy but lived
in isolated regions with little or no contact with the outside world. In certain
of these countries the rural population was leaving the countryside and migrating
to the cities in search of a better life. Only too often, however, the hopes of
these migrants were frustrated by the conditions prevailing in the overcrowded
cities where thousands of others were competing for the same menial and poorly-paid
Jjobs., In these circumstances it was the women migrants who were most vulnerable
to exploitation and who bore the brunt of the harsh conditions of the urban
environment to which they were unaccustomed. Several representatives described
measures taken in their countries to relieve the hardships facing those who

Jjoined the flow of internal migration.

110. The representative of the Commission of the Buropean Communities noted the
interest of the countries members of the Communities in the situation of migrant
women, Aside from the disadvanteges under which women in general continued to
guffer, immigrant women suffered in addition from the fact that they were strangers
in the society of the host country. He reported that the Commission has undertaken
a study aimed at identifying, within the context of the phenomenon of labour
migration in modern society, solutions to the specific problems of women migrants,

Legal status and legislation

111, Many representatives of both developed and developing countries stated that
the principle of equality between the sexes was enshrined ir national constitutional
and other legislative provisions currently in force in their countries,

112, Some representatives referred to new constitutions adopted in their countries
since 1975 which not only proclaimed the equality of men and women but also -
contained guarantees of such equality. Several representatives stated that special
commissions had been established to give legal assistance and to monitor the
effectiveness of legislative measures designed to eliminate discrimination against
women, Many speakers expressed concern over the continuing gap between the

de Jure and the de facto status of women in theilr countries.

113, Some delegations observed that legislative measures in themselves were
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insufficient to ensure the equality of the sexes. In order tc support such
legislative provisions concurrent changes were needed in the political end economic

structures.

11k, Some revresentatives indicated that in their countries it was planned to
introduce new legislative measures to deal with cases in which the existing
legislation was inadequate to remove discrimination between the sexes. A number
of representatives stated that the review period was insufficient to assess the
results of measures currently being implemented. One delegation recommended that
pericdic reviews should be underteken to ensure that legislative provisions being
implemented were consistent with international standards,

Institutional arrangements

115, It was generally agreed that institutional structures, both public and
private, had emerged, as means of mobilizing opinion, influencing the acceptance
of laws and vpolicies and facilitating the implementation and monitoring progress
in the achievement of objectives,

116. Several representatives referred to the creation or reinforcement of
ministries responsible for women's affairs, national commissions, ombudsmen,
political and private organizations to promote and enforce laws and policies, for
equal rights and opportunities at the national and local level., Some of the bodies
were attached to government departments, others functioned autonomously.

117. It was agreed that strong institutional support for equality of treatment
and equality of opportunity was a necessary but not a sufficient element in the
achievement of the national and international objectives. Several speakers noted
that such bodies must have broad governmental and public support if they were to
be effective,

Southern Africs

118, The representatives of a large number of Governments spoke on the involvement
of women in the struggle against apartheid,

119. The majority of speakers recognized that apartheid was a matter of concern to
humanity as a whole. Most of the delegations expressed their sympathy with the
South African women suffering under apartheid and condemned the policy and practice
of apartheid.

120, A number of other representatives urged that a concerted campaign should be
launched to isolate the South African régime politically, economically, socially,
culturally and diplomatically. Other delegations considered that peaceful change
could best be brought about by maintaining a dialogue with the South African
authorities.

121. Many delegations recommended that measures should be taken to assist women
oppressed by apartheid.

122, A large number of delegations expressed deep concern and solidarity for the
women in Namibia,
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Palestinian women

123. Most speakers expressed support for special measures of asssistance for
Palestinian women. In the view of some of these representatives the rights of
Palestinians, including the right to set up an independent State, should be
recognized. Many representatives considered that the recognition of these rights
should be without prejudice to the territorial integrity of all States in the
region. Other delegations urged that Israel should withdraw from gll Arab
territories occupied in 1967. They stated that only a consistent, universal,
permanent and just solution of the Middle East crisis could provide peace and
security to all countries of this region. Other expressed the opinion that the
Palestine Liberation Organization should be recognized as the only legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people, They stressed that the Palestinian
people must be allowed to return to their homeland and determine their future by
themselves., A number of delegetions demanded that politicel oppression and
economic exploitation of the Palestinian people, including women, must cease.
Many delegations condemned zionism. Other delegations called for assistance %o
the Palestinian women through medical aid, education and employment within and
outside the occupied territories.

Refugees

12k, Many delegations stated that the situation of the large and growing numbers
of refugees in various parts of the world was extremely distressing, both for
the displaced persons themselves and for the countries of temporary asylum and
the countries of eventual resettlement. Some delegations noted that women and
children constituted the largest proportion of refugees and were often the most
seriously affected. Some speakers emphasized that conditions should be created
which would enable refugees to return to their homelends in safety and dignity.
Other speakers proposed in-depth studies of the situation of refugees. Some
representatives demanded increased assistance to refugee women; others stated
that solidarity and humanitarian actions were needed and importent, the paramount
need being to keep the refugees alive, but that it was primarily necessary for
the international community to concentrate on eliminating the causes of the
refugee situation. Representatives of countries of first asylum expressed concern
that the burden of providing assistance to refugees was extremely heavy, and
addressed an urgent appeal to the internstional community for aid for refugee
relief and for expediting the process of resettlement for a greater number of

refugees,

Voluntary Fund

125. Support and appreciation for the work of the Voluntary Fund for the United
Nations Decade for Women were expressed by many delegations. A number of thenm
announced the amounts their Govermments intended to pledge to the Voluntary Fund
at the Pledging Conference for Development Activities in November 1980,‘at the
same time expressing their hope that other Govermnments would follow their gxample.
Several recipient countries commented on the usefulness of the Funq, especially
in the area of rural women's programmes in their respective countrleg, and echoed
the hope expressed by the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session tyat the
activities of the Fund would be continued beyond the Decade. One delegatlon.called
for higher priority for projects in the Latin American region; other delegations
expressed their appreciation for the efficiency and common sense approach of ?he
administration of the Fund. Long-term pledges were considered by one delegation
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as desirable, in that they allowed for effective planning in the allocation of
resources.,

126, In accordance with the goal set by the Secretary-General of pledges amountinég
to $6 million by 1981 and $10 million before the end of the Decade, intentions

of making pledges to the Voluntary Fund in November were announced by the followin&
countries: United Republic of Cameroon ($6,000); Irag ($50,000); Japan ($1 mill.)>
Kenya ($20,000); Kuwait ($20,000); Libyan Arab Jamahiriya ($50,000); New

Zealand ($10,000); Oman ($10,000); Paekistan ($5,000); Sweden ($200,000); Syrian
Arab Republic ($2,000); Upper Volta ($1,000). The United States of America stated
that it had deposited $1 million in May 1980,

127. Several countries announced that they would in 1980 commence or augment theiTf
contributions to the Fund; these countries included Australia, Austria, Botswana.
Finland, Lebanon, the Netherlands and Mexico. Norway reconfirmed its pledge

of $200,000 per year until the end of the Decade, and urged other countries to
make long-term pledges.

Statements by representatives of organizations in the United Nations system

128, The Director-Genersl for Development and International Economic Co-operation,
speaking in the general debate, said that the basic texts relating to the
establishment of a New International Economic Order clearly implied that, in order
to realize the development potential of the developing countries, structural
changes in the world economy must be accompanied by the full and effective
mobilization of domestic resources. It was self-evident that in this process
women, who constitute half the population, must be fully involved. Social well-
being was not merely a result of but also a contribution to the development process
and the final goal of development. Perspectives were changing and must now be
fully reflected in policy formulation and implementation, He referred to some
illustrative critical areas of development in which more research, analysis and
data were required regarding issues of particular relevance to women. These
included food and agriculture, industrialization and technology. The subthemes

of the Conference - employment, education and health - reflected important
components of development which acquired special significance in relation to
women, given the fact that women remained on the periphery of the development
process, Failure to mobilize women as full and equal partners in development
would be 8 major constraint on the efforts of the international community to move
towards a new and equitable international economic order,

129. It was in order to contribute to a fuller and more effective integration of
women in the development process that the United Nations family of organizations
had established an interagency programme on women and development under the
auspices of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination., After the Conference
and the adoption of its recommendations by the General Assembly, the Administrative
Committee on Co-ordination would consider the best ways and means of implementing
those recommendations of the future Programme of Action which required system-
wide action and determine its work for the remainder of the Decade for Women.

The subsidiary machinery of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination, with
the participation of the regional commissions, would ensure that the concerns
reflected in the Programme of Action received special focus in all relevant
substantive discussions.

130. He added that the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs woulg
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continue to provide a focal point within the United Nations Secretariat for
implementing activities relating to women and development, particularly the
Programme for the second half of the Decade. It was the intention of the
Secretary-General to ensure that all departments and units of the United Nations,
in particular the Centre, should rethink, reorient and strengthen these long-term
programmes and strategies in order to reflect the requirements of the Conference.
To carry out its functions more effectively it was envisaged that a small liaison
unit should be outposted from the Centre to United Wations Headquarters, which
would also assist the Centre in integrating the contributions of other substantive
units in New York to the implementation of the Programme of Action for the second
half of the Decade.

131. In conclusion he emphasized that the new Programme of Action should make a
substantive contribution to a new international development strategy that would
ensure fuller participation by all segments of society in development.

132, The Under~Secretary-General for International Economic and Social Affairs
emphasized that the problems of women's full and active participation in
development were twofold. First, it would be necessary to devise policy measures
to ensure greater responsiveness of the over-all development process to the needs
and interests of women. Second, and concurrently, ways and means would need to

be adopted for enhancing the productivity and effectiveness of women's
contribution to the total development effort. Concern should not be limited to
sectoral considerations, which may at times only result in marginal adjustments

t0 the existing system, but should comprehend the role of women in the development
process as a whole.

133. The Department of International Economic and Social Affairs, had, therefore,
undertaken special efforts to deal with issues relating to women in the context
of global, over-all strategies for development. It would further reorient and
strengthen its research and analysis activities and its publications in response
to the recommendations that will emanate from the Conference., He endorsed the
view expressed by Ms. Helvi Sipila, the Assistant Secretary-General for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs, that the growing recognition of the
muiltisectoral nature of the problems of women and development must be translated
into action by suitably reorienting, enlarging and strengthening Fhe.scope of
the programme of work of the Branch for the Advancement of Women within the Centre
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affeirs, and also of other relevant
substantive units within the United Nations,

13L, A major responsibility of his Department was to assist ?he.Administ?ative
Committee on Co-ordination, the apex body for co-operation within the Uglted
Nations system, The Department had, therefore, a crucial_rgle ?o p}ay in the u
implementation of the integrated approach to women's participation 1n deve}opmgnt
proposed by the draft Programme of Action, which called‘for greater co-ordinatlon
of the relevant activities undertaken by the United Nations system.

f the secretariats of the regional commissions active
that since 1975 these commissions had created or
hoth at the intergovernmental anq at the
secretariat levels, for conducting regional intergovernmental consultations agd
promoting research and analysis concerning women and‘development; ?or iponszrlng
training activities; and for assisting in the establlshment-of ?eglgna ceg zes
for training and research in cases where the need for such institutions had been

135. The representatives o
in the developing regions stated
reinforced institutional arrangements,
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established by the member Governments. While many of the activities of the
regional commissions were regiomal or subregional in scope, the commissions also
contributed to the formulation of regional positions to be taken into account in
global United Nations policies and strategies, including those relating to the
World Conference; accordingly, they were capable of supporting the implementation
of the Programme of Action at the regional level. Some of these representatives
added that extrabudgetary contributions, including the support received from the
Voluntary Fund for the Decade for Women, had greatly facilitated the activities of
the commissions for specific projects or purposes. However, a sustained effort +o
promote the integration of women in development within the framework of the
respective work programmes could only be made on the basis of adequate financial
support from the regular budget of the United Nations.

136. The Executive Director of UNICEF said that, being committed to improving the
lives of children, UNICEF was naturally committed to improving the lives of women.
Assistance to women in their roles as mothers was, he noted, non-controversial.
However , social advances of the past generation -~ the extension of health and
education services to hitherto deprived social groups - had occurred at a time
when the process of modernization had discriminated against women and left many
of them poorer than before. Poverty, limited earning capacity, lack of employment
and of access to education were indicators of the likelihood that social conditions
would not improve until women shared in the fruits of development. He added that
planners and policy-makers were beginning to recognize women's productive role,
but needed to take it more fully into account in plans and policies. UNICEF was
co-operating with developing countries in dealing with the problems arising in the
development process that were of particular concern to women and children,
especially those living in rural areas and in marginel urban communities.

137. The Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) said that
at the mid-point of the Decade no one could be satisfied with the performance as
measured against the World Plan of Action, and UNDP certainly had no sense of
complacency. Guidelines and training materials on programming for women had been
issued to UNDP staff world-wide, and speciel advocates of women's interests had
been designated in each of the regional programme bureaux which were supporting a
variety of national and regional projects. Under a new agreement, UNDP's support
for the innovative Voluntary Fund would be increased and UNDP would become
responsible for administering Fund projects at the country level. In terms of
staff, 50 per cent of professionals recruited in 1979 were women; since 1975 UNDP
had doubled the proportion of women in professional posts on its staff. UNDP's
major contribution to the Conference was a report calling for reliable informetion
about the real functions of women in rural development, and for their access to
training, technology, rural industry, water and sanitation, and credit. Although
women were essential to the operation of the world economy, their inputs were mll
too frequently taken for granted and they were at the mercy of, yet had 1little
influence over, the gyrations of the existing international economic order.

138. He considered that certain terms, like the “contribution”, "participation®,
“involvement" and "integration” of women in development were undesirable, for they
were not currently used in relation to men. It was time to sharpen the language
and intensify the struggle against the most pervasive of all forms of coloniaglism,
for humanity was denying itself the intelligence, experience, sensitivity and
vision of half of its members, in decision-making. negotiation, planning and
practical action.
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139. The representative of the World Food Programme stated that the Programme's
assistance was provided exclusively on a project basis, the projects being executed
by Governments of recipient countries themselves. The Programme consulted and
co~operated with specialized agencies and with other international and
non~-governmental organizations. With a strong rural development bias, and being
concentrated on the poorest and most vulnerable population groups, WFP-supported
projects should have a favourable impact on women, Moreover, the assistance of

the Programme could support innovative projects for the advancement of women for
which more conventional forms of financial assistance were not provided. With the
Programme's help, national, regional and local authorities could assume increased
responsibility for measures for the advancement of women. He referred to a
background paper prepared for the Conference on “The contribution of the World

Food Programme to the United Nations Decade for Women” (A/CONF.94/BP5) which
described what could be done for women not as passive receivers of food aid, but as
active participants in the design and implementation of projects assisted by the
Programme. The Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes - the governing body
of WFP - had given general endorsement to the recommendations contained in the
paper, which would be used as a manual for Programme staff and would also be

made available to officials of Governments and co-operating aid organizations
involved in projects for the benefit of women.

140. The representative of the International Labour Organisation stated that women
were permanently working, but not permanently employed in the work force. Most
recent calculations based on ILO and United Nations data showed that they received
less than 10 per cent of world income; their income was so low that most women had
no margin for savings, and hence minimal ownership of assets. The ILO instruments
directly relevant to women workers incorporated provisions to improve their status
in society, and related to some important areas, such as equality of remunerstion,
underground work, night work and, in the case of a new instrument currently under
discussion, workers with family responsibility. This proposed Convention and
Recommendation, when adopted, would influence national trends and policies at the
level of the social infrastructure and working conditions, and would facilitate
women's entry and re-entry into the work force. Further, because of the importance
of analysing the economic and social contribution of women in society, the ILO was
planning to carry out, inter alia, studies which would provide an insight into the
concept of discrimination asainst women in the labour market and the workplace,
during the second half of the Decade for Women.

141. The representative of FAO stated that by the year 2000 about 96 per cent

of the world's agricultural labour force would be in developing countries, with
women accounting for a large share of this labour force. FAO recognized the
existing and potential role of women in agricultural and rural development. The
1979 World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development had emphasized the
need for increasing women's participation in rural organizations, for reducing
inequalities in the distribution of productive assets and for increasing resources
more commensurate with problems of the rural poor. The Programme of Action adopted
by that Conference complemented the draft programme of the Copenhagen Conference
as far as rural women were concerned. Rural women were also target groups in a
broad range of FAO action programmes relating to agriculture, forestry and
fisheries, as well as home economics and population education. In carrying out
these programmes FAO collaborated with the Governments of Member States and also
with other United Nations bodies, specialized agencies and non-governmental

orpanizations.

-143~



142, The Director-General of UNESCO, referring to the historical and cultural
context of the relationship between men and women, said that men ~ even those
advocating the equality of the sexes - tended to see an intrinsic difference
between the aptitudes and capacities of women and those of men. For that matter,
even many women had become so accustomed to the place assigned to them in what
was still largely a man's world that they were apprehensive of any radical change.
Accordingly, he considered that a profound transformation of received ideas would
alone be capable of opening up the possibility for humanity to attain the ideals
of liberty, justice, peace and happiness. For that purpose, the internstional
community would have to make a determined effort to "demasculinize™ the very
concepts of universal knowledge and to adopt a scientific approach to the barriers
that still obstructed the common understanding of men and women of the unity of

the human species.

143, The representative of the World Health Organization (WHO) stated that health
was an integral and essential part of development. Governments were committed to
achieving the goal of "the attaimment by all citizens of the world by the year 2000
of a level of health that will permit them to lead a socially and economically
productive life". Primary health care was the key to attaining this goal and had
direct implication for development and for the improvement of the status of women.
Its principles and content were relevant tc the goals and priocrities of the United
Nations Decade for Women. Women and women's organizations must play major roles
in the planning and implementation of primary health care at the family, community
and national levels. The health needs and problems specific to women must be met,
particularly those related to the synergistic conditions of malnutrition,
infections and the consequences of unregulated fertility. Emphasis should
accordingly be placed on preventive health measures., for example, maternal and child
health, family plamning, nutrition and health education. Intersectoral approaches
were required to support women in and to give value to their reproductive role,
especially as regards care and nutrition during pregnancy and childbirth; women
should be given the means to regulate their own fertility:; and women should be
enabled to breastfeed their children and have adequate time and resources for child

care.

14l. The representative of the World Bank stated that the Bank's loans were being
granted increasingly for the purpose of relieving poverty in developing countries,
and as a consequence the Bank was giving greater attention to the concerns of women,
not in isolation but as an integral aspect of the design and implementation of
Bank--financed projects. The Bank's adviser on the role of women in development
examined project proposals in order to ensure that women's problems were taken
into account, that there were opportunities for women to benefit and that
consequences which may be detrimental to women were avoided or eliminated. The
Bank had also been making special efforts to inerease the number of women in
higher-level positions on its staff. Bank~financed projects helped t0 create
employment opportunities for women, to improve their productivity and increase
their inccore and to benefit family welfare. Other projects were designed to
develop human resources, provide better education and improve heslth and nutrition.
The Bank's policy and practice emphasized the links and complementarities among
the facets of development. The education of girls, for example, not only offered
opportunities for their employment, but had beneficisl effects on fertility,

child health and nutritional practices.
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145. The representative of UNIDO stated that the activities of her organization

had en indirect but important influence on employment, health and education. She
drew attention to a resolution on "Women and industrialization" adopted by the

Third General Conference of UNIDO in February 1980, which recognized that the
integration and participation of women at all levels of the industrialization
process were prerequisites for balanced and equitable development., In order to
attain their industrialization goals, the developing countries would have to utilize
to the fullest extent their human resources, of which women constitubed about

half. Particular attention should thus be given to conducting surveys of skill
demand and availability, and to identifying training needs and Govermments should
emphasize comprehensive training development policies and introduce structural
adjustments for the integration of women in development. At the same time,

decisions relating to industrialization strategies and policies should take dinto
consideration how industriaslization affected women and how it meets women's needs.
UNIDO was carrying out some studies to assist Governments in this respect. As

far as the problems of rural women were concerned, most, if not all activities of
UNIDO had a bearing on rural development and the satisfaction of basic needs of

the populations in developing countries. VWhile UNIDO had the structure and

capacity to influence the integration of women, the extent to which it could assist
would ultimately depend on the attitudes and priorities in each country .

146. The representative of the United Nations Environment Programme stated that
UNEP was concerned with the protection and improvement of the physical environment.
Accordingly, its activities included those relating to the provision of a

sufficient supply of safe domestic water in areas where this was lacking or where
water was carried leboriously over long distances, usually by women. It would be

8 noble initiative of the Conference to recommend measures that would ensure,
especially at the country level, an adequate supply of safe water for women in

rural communities in developing countries.
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Chapter V

REPORTS OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES AND ACTION TAKEN ON
THESE REPORTS BY THE CONFERENCE

A, Report of the First Committee

1. Organization of work

14T7. The Conference at its 1st plenary meeting, on 1h July 1980, allocated the
folloving items to the First Committee:

Item 7 (a): Effects of apartheid on women in southern Africa: review of
the situation;

Ttem B8 (a): Review and evaluation of the progress made and obstacles
encountered in attaining the objectives of the United Mations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace, at the national, regional and international
levels, from 1975 to 1980, in keeping with the World Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year: Review and
evaluation of progress made and obstacles encountered at the national level in
ettaining the minimum objectives set forth in paragraph 46 of the World Plan of
Actiong

Item 9 (a): Programme of Action for the second half of the United Nations
Decade for VWomen: Eguality, Development and Peace, 1981 to 1985, designed to
implement the World Plan of Action: Wational targets and strategies for women's
integration and marticipation in economic and social development, with special
emphasis on the subtheme "Employment, Health and Education": (i) Plenning and
Monitoring; (ii) National machineries;

Ttem 10 (a): Effects of Israeli occupation on Palestinian women inside and
outside the occupied territories: A review of the social and economic needs of the

Palestinian women.

148. The Committee considered these items at meetings held from
15 to 29 July 1980. 1/

149, The Committee's Presiding Officer was Mrs, Maimouna Kane (Senegal) who was
elected by acclamation at the 1st plenary meeting of the Conference on
14 July 1980.

150. At its lst meeting, on 15 July 1980, the Committee elected the following
officers:

1/ For its consideration of the items the Committee ha<.i tefore it the
documents mentioned in the relevant sections of the annotations to the
provisional agenda (A/CONF.94/1), which also refers to a number of background

documents.
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Deputy Presiding Officers: Mrs. Rafidah Aziz (Malaysia)
Mrs. Leonidas Paez de Virgili (Paraguay)
Mrs. Maria Groza (Romania)

Rapporteur: Mrs. M. Van Hemeldonck (Belgium)

151. At its 1st meeting on 15 July the Committee decided to request each reglonal
group to desipnate two persons to serve as "friends of the Rapporteur" to assist
her in her work.

152. At its 2nd meeting, on 16 July, the Committee decided to establish a drafting
group, consisting of two representatives from each regional group, to consider
amendments proposed to the draft Progremme of Action. The membership was as
follows:

African States: Ms. Farkhonda Hassan (Egypt)
Ms. Rokiatousow (Mali)

Asian States: Ms. Ginko Sato (Japan)
Ms. Dharma Wanita Ghandi (Indonesia)

Bastern European States: Mr. Jaroslav Havelka (Czechoslovakia)
Ms. Aleksandra Biryukova (USSR)

Latin American States: Ms. Shirley Field-Ridley (Guyana)
Ms. Ruby Betancourt (Mexico)

Western Turopean and Ms. Gabriele Holzer (Austria)

other States: Ms. Jacqueline Abitboul (France)

2. Consideration of Part Two of the Draft Programme .of Action

153. In connexion with its consideration of item 9 (a) (draft Programme of Action),
the Committee decided to deal with the relevant part of the draft Programme

(Part Two) paragraph by paragraph and at the same time with amendments proposed to
these paragraphs. In addition to written amendments, other amendments were
proposed orally. The proposed amendments were considered also in a working group
composed of the friends of the Rapporteur and the drafting group. The Working
Group was chaired by the Rapporteur.

154. The Committee recommended to the Conference for adoption the text of Part Two,
chapter III of the draft Programme of Action, as amended in the course of the
Committee's deliberations 2/ (for action by the Conference see para. 194 below).

155. It was agreed that the Committee should consider the items allocated to it
without a general debate. It was further agreed that items 8 (a) and 9 (a) would

be discussed concurrently.

2/ The text of Part Two, chapter IIT of the draft Programme of Action for the
second. half of the United Nations Decade for Women, as recommended by the First
Committee to the Conference fcr adoption, was set out in annex I to the Committee's
report (A/CONF.94/L.21 and L.21/Ad4.k).
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156. The representative of the Secretary-General of the Conference, in introduring
document A/CONF.94/30 submitted under item 8 (a), noted that it was the basic
document for this item. Documents A/CONF.O4/8/Rev.1l, A/CONF.94/9 and A/CONF.Qk/10
related, respectively, to employment, health and education, the subthemes of the
Conference.

Summary of the debate in the First Committee

157. The essence of the discussion on the basic themes which emerged is reflected
in the passages which follow.

158. A majority of dslepations expressed concern about the frequently negative
impact of technological advances on women's employment opportunities and living
conditions. It was noted that in developed market economies and in developing
countries women workers in unskilled or semi-skilled jobs were among the first
victims of labour-saving technology.

159. It was stressed that, to ensure that benefits of technological advance became
accessible to women, women must make a substantial input into technological desisn,
chioice and control.

160. It was also stated that in both developing and developed countries new
technologies had too often been introduced without sufficiently careful
consideration of their full impact on women. This had therefore also sometimes
resulted in the displacement of women from their existing occupations. The
introduction of such technology should include built-in arrangements for training
women in its wuse and for their full participation in the new employment
opportunities which were thereby made available.

161. With respect to employment in developing countries, a large number of
delegations said that the great majority of women worked in the informal,
unorganized sector. IEmployment in this sector needed to be covered by legislative
and other measures, in order to ensure the protection of women workers. includins
improvement in their working conditions, higher wages and increased economic
returns.

162. In many developing countries, self-employment accounted and would continue to
account for a large percentage of women's participation in the labour force.
However, as several delepations noted, women lacked access to the necessary
information and training. They also experienced difficulty in obtaining credit.
Measures to provide this information and training and to provide access to these
facilities would be an important factor in increasing women's participation in
economic activity.

163. All delegations which spoke on this point agreed on the overriding need to
increase women's participation in decision making, especially in those areas which
were of central importance to the planning and governing of their societies.

Often important decisions were made in bodies other than popularly elected ones -
such as public councils, boards and committees -~ and in these the proportion of
women members was too often even lower than in elected bodies.

1Ak, Some delegations referred to the role of educated women or women in

influential positions. Future efforts to organize and mobilize women should
include strategies which would make the most effective use of theses valuable lhuman
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resources. Governments should recognize the importance of these groups. Vomen's
organizations should consider strategies for the best use of their talents and

capgc1t1es towards the promotion of women in high-~level networl decision-making
positions,

165. There was unanimous agreement on the essential role which education plaved in
the advancement of women, and the urgent need to promote female literacy, which
st1ll lagged behind, particularly in the developing countries. There was also a
need to abolish existing differentials in the over-all educational attainment
rates of boys and girls.

166. Some delegations referred to the importance of educating women to make them
aware of existing legislative and other provisions concerning their rights and
duties,

167. A number of delegations referred to the important role of the media in
accurately depicting women in present-day society and thereby helping to change the
vay women are viewed in society.

168, The need to change social attitudes was addressed by many delegations.
Social, cultural and ideological, as well as economic factors played a significant
part in determining the status of women. Delegations agreed on the importance of
comprehensive and integrated programmes for the advancement of women, especially
in developing countries.

169. There was a broad measure of agreement on the need to redefine the roles of
women and men in relation to their societies, and more especially in the family.
Vomen and men must learn how to share responsibility for their families. Such
o redefinition of roles would require not only changes in the attitudes of the
individuals and the societies but also structural changes at every level and,
most especially, at the family level.

170. Some delegations stressed the need to give higher priority to peace, as one of
the aims of the Decade. Peace was a precondition for real equality and development.
It was suggested that both educational systems and the mass media should be mare
involved in the positive promotion of peace. The media should be urged to ston

the glorification of "might and power". There should be programmes of education

for peace and the respect of human rights at every level, beginning with the

primary schools and going on to the universities.

171. A number of representatives stated that the descriptive list of national
machineries (A/CONF.94/11/Add.11) was incomplete. The representative of Japan
regretted that paragraph 12T of the report on Pmployment (A/CONF.9L/8/Rev.1) did

not reflect accurately the current debate in Japan concerning labour legislation,

3. DEffects of apartheid on women in southern Africa: Review
of the situation

172, In the First Committee's deliberations on agenda i?em 7_(a): .Effec§s of '
apartheid on women in southern Africa: Review of the situation, f}ve major themes
emerged from delegations' statements. The first was the condemgatlon of éggytheyg
and the affirmation of solidarity with the liberation struggle %n.gengral, and
southern African women in particular, The second was the identification of the
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specific nature of oppression suffered by black southern African women as a result
of apartheid, The third was recognition of the contribution of the liberation
movements to the struggle. The fourth was condemnation of the international links
with and support of the Republic of South Africa, and the fifth and last was the
need for a new approach in international assistance.

173, Delegations unanimously condemned the apartheid policy of the Republic of
South Africa. They reaffirmed their solidarity with the struggle against apartheid
and racism and many welcomed the newly independent State of Zimbabwe as a
participant for the first time in a United Nations Conference. The oppressive
effects of apartheid on all black men, women and children were generally recognized,
and 1t was agreed that the black women of southern Africa were one of the most
oppressed groups. Many delegations emphasized that the time had come to take
concrete and practical measures to alleviate the plight of these women. The hope
was expressed that the Conference would succeed where others had failed by agreeing
on significant measures of assistance for black women in southern Africa.

174, Referring to the documents before them, many delegations described different
aspects of the situation of the black women in southern Africa. Reference was made
to the detrimental implications for women of the migrant labour system, pass laws,
mass population removals and the relegation of wives and children to the hcmelands,
vhich together had contributed to the break-up of many families,

175. A1l delegations who spoke on this item expressed their admiration for the
courage of the black women of southern Africa in their struggle for fundamental
rights. The Special Committee against Apartheid made special mention of the
outstanding leadership of women in the trade union movement and in the struggle for
national liberation, and assured the Committee that it would do all in its powver
to promote the implementation of the Conference's recommendations on assistance to
the women of South Africa.

176, Many delegations commended the contribution and leadership of the southern
African liberation movements., The observers for the African National Congress
(ANC), the Pan African Congress (PAC) and the South West Africa People's
Organization (SWAPO) made statements in the Committee. The ANC referred to the
important role played by women, alongside men, in the liberation movement; through
this participation in the struggle for national liberation, equality with men was
being forged. The ANC stressed, however, that this equality could not be achieved
except in a favourable socio-political and economic environment. In South Africa
the denial of equal rights to black women was inherent in the policy of apartheid.
The PAC described its role in the struggle against apartheid and emphasized the
importance of measures of assistance. SWAPO drev attention to the deteriorating
situation of women in Namibia and made an appeal for special measures aimed at the
elimingtion of racism.

177. Deploring the continuing economic, political, cultural -~ including sport - and
military links maintained by many countries with the Republic of South Africa in
breach of numerous resolutions adopted by United Nations bodies and in defiance of a
broad current of international opinion, many delegations stressed that these links
were a major prop for the racist régime. They urged Governments to sever such
links. In this regard, the policies of some NATO countries, as well as Israel, were
severely criticized by a number of delegations. In response, the representative of
Israel strongly denied a claim that it has military relations with the Republic of

=150~



South Africa. The representative of Iuxembourg, speaking on behalf of the European
Community, pointed out that its member States strictly applied the Security Council
sanctlgns with regard to South Africa and had adopted a code of conduct for their
economic act%vities in South Africa, The representative of the Federal Republic of
Germany considered that the severance of relations with the Republie of South Afrieca
was not the best method of fighting apartheid; dialogue represented a more effective
approach. Many delegations expressed grave concern at the increasing militarization
of the Republic of South Africa, which they asserted posed a threat to international
peace and security. In this regard, they noted South Africa's recent steps in
develop?ng nuclear weapons, and its repeated military aggression against the
front-line States, especially Angola.

178, Although the agenda subitem concerning speclal measures for assistance to

vomen in southern Africa was not before the Committee, gj many delegations stressed
the importance of such assistance and addressed the issue in general terms, One
delegation, supported by a number of others, observed that hitherto international
efforts to eradicate apartheid had proved inadequate and that there was an urgent
need to adopt new and innovative measures if efforts were to succeed. Specifically,
the focus of international assistance and attention needed to be redirected to the
front-line States supporting the liberstion struggle. The economic hardship faced
by these countries due to the large influx of refugees from southern Africa, and the
destruction caused by South Africa's military aggression, had seriously compromised
their development and had limited their ability to continue supporting the
liberation struggle.

179. Tt was proposed that a new approach was needed in the provision of
international assistance for the education and training of black South Africans,
especially the black women., For such education and training to be of relevance to
the needs and reality of southern Africa, it needed to be provided in developing,
rather than developed countries. In this regard, international assistance in this
area needed to be directed at those developing countries which hzd demonstrated
their willingness and ability to provide such education and training.

180. Referring to the issue of measures of assistance, one delegation noted that
it was important to ensure that women as well as men benefited from the assistance
given by United Nations bodies in support of the struggle against gpartheid in
southern Africa. In the past, this had seldom been the case.

b, Tffects of Israell occupation on Palestinian women inside and
outside the occupied territories: A review of the social and
economic needs of Palestinian women

181, In the course of the First Committee's discussion of item 10 (a), the majority
of delegations stressed that the social and economic needs of Palestinian women
could not be discussed in isolation, but only within the wider context of the
struggle of the Palestinian people for self-determination. They affirmed that a
political settlement in the Middle FEast was a precondition of an improvement in

the situation of Palestinian women and that such a settlement could only be
achieved with the full realization of the rights of the Palestinisn neople under

3/ Agenda item T (b) was considcred in the Second Committee.
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the leadership of the Palestine Liberation Orgenization. These delegations
condemned Israel's policies towards the Palestinian people and expressed their
solidarity with the Palestinians, in the occupied territories and elsewhere, in
their struggle for political independence. In this context, many delegations
condemned the United States for its support of Israel and criticized the Camp Davig
agreements which they rejected as a denial of the legitimate rights of the
Palestinians., A number of delegations drew attention to the similarities of the
policies of the Govermments of Israel and South Africa.

182. The representative of the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) said it was
idle to discuss the rights of Palestinian women while the entire Palestinian
people was denied basic human rights, and stated that the struggle of Palestinian
women for their own liberation was inextricably linked with the struggle for the
liberation of their homeland. She described the detrimental effects of Israeli
occupation on Palestinian women: the break-up of thousands of families; murder,
imprisomment and torture; confiscation of land; and discrimination in employment,
health care and education.

183. The representative of the League of Arab States transmitted an appeal from
Palestinian women in the occupied territories for an understanding of their cause
end for assistance in their struggle to regain their territory so that they might
play their full part in economiec and social development,

184, The representative of Israel vigorously rejected these charges, particularly
those of the PLO, describing them as an attempt to divert the attention of the
Conference from its main objective and introduce a political dehate that belonged
in other forums. In the view of the delegation of Israel, document A/CONF.94/21
was malicious, tendentious and inaccurate, She stated that zionism was the
national liberation movement of the Jewish people and that the land of Israel
was the root of their culture. In denying the charges of Israeli maltreatment of
Palestinian women, she referred to the considerable improvements in aspects of
their social, economic and cultural life in recent years. Israel hoped that all
women would call for peace and co-operation in the Middle East.

185, The delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic recalled that a number of Arab
delegations had referred to the effects of the Israeli occupation on Palestinian
women inside and outside the occupied territory and had criticized the methods of
the racist entity and the Camp David accords, the principles of which were intended
to liquidate the Palestinian cause. They had refuted the claims put forward by the
representative of the racist entity and exposed the violations being committed
against the Palestinian people in general and Palestinian women in particular
inside and outside the other occupied Arab territories and in South Lebanon and the
expansionist policy being implemented through the establishment of settlements,
thereby confirming that zionism was not a national liberation movement, as claimed
by the representative of the racist entity, but rather a movement that was racist
in both its structure and its practices.

186, The representative of the United States reiterated the view that the complex
problems of the Middle Fast could be discussed more productively in other United
Nations forums, particularly in the current special session of the General
Assembly, but expressed willingness to discuss the problems of Palestinian women
in a spirit of compassion and understanding. The United States supported Israel's
view that the documentation was distorted and inappropriate and Israel's right
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to respond to the unfair, exaggerated charges levelleg against it. TIn response
to criticism of the Camp David agreements, the United States characterized them
as a step towards peace and towards a Just settlement of the conflict for hoth
the people of Israel and the Palestinian people.

187. Other delegations expressed sympathy for the plight of Palestinian women

and said their countries were willing to extend specific assistance to them through
the appropriate channels. In this context, reference was made to the important
role of UNRWA. These delegations believed, however, that it was necessa;‘y to
separate the political and humanitarian aspects of the problem if effective
humenitarian assistance was to be given to Palestinian women. The Conference
should not enter into a confrontational and divisive political debate, but should
rather concentrate on practical measures of assistance on which agreement was
possible. They also expressed strong reservations on document A/CONF.OL/21,

188. In meking a reply the representative of the Palestine ILiberation Organization
stated that improvements in the status of Arab women in the occupied territories
vere not a substitute for self-determination. That view was supported by other
delegations. In exercising its right of reply, Israel reiterated that it had not
sought to minimize the political problems inherent in the conflict or to present
improvements in life-style in lieu of a solution to these problems, but rather

to concentrate on issues of concern to women.

189, Responding to accusations of collusion and treason for its country's role
in the Camp David agreements, the representative of Tgypt stated that the
position of Egypt on the right of the Palestinians to self-determination and
independence was clear and that Egypt would continue to safeguard the rights of
the Palestinians, despite unjustified criticism. A number of other delegations
reiterated their earlier statements in the exercise of the right of reply.

5. Consideration of draft resolutions by the First Committee

190, At meetings held from 25 to 29 July, the First Committee considered draft
resolutions as follows:

(i) Draft resolution A/CONF.94/C.1/L.4 concerning the technical training of
women, sponsored by Bcuador, was withdrawn and became part of the

draft Programme of Action.

(ii) Draft resolution A/CONF.94/C.1/L.18, concerning family planning,
sponsored by Bangladesh, Barbados, Fiji, Ghana, Indonesia, Kenya,
Mexico, Papua New Guinesa, the Philippines, Rwanda, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, Yemen, Zaire and Zambia, was adopted, as
orally amended and revised (for action by the Conference see para. 195

below),

Reservations to the draft resolution were made by the representatives of Brazil,
Chile, Ecuador, Guatemala, the Holy See, Romania, Colombia and Paraguay.

(iii) Draft resolution A/CONF.O4/C.1/L.20, entitled "Improving the situation

of disabled women of all ages" sponsored by Argentina, Augtralia, .
Austria, Barbados, Belgium, Botswane, Burundi, Canada, Chile, Colombia,
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Demccratic Kampuchea, Dominican Republic, TI'cuador, Egypt, Fthiopia,
Federal Republic of Germany, France, Ghana, Guatemala, Haiti, Indonesia,
ITtaly, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenyva, Lehanon, Lesotho,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mepal, Wigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay,
Portugal, Rvwanda, Sri lanka, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Tunisia,
Uganda, United States of America, Uruguay, Upper Volta, Venezuela and
Yugoslavia was adopted as orally emended and revised (for action by the
Conference see para. 195 belov).

A statement on the draft resolution was made by the representative of France.

(iv)

Draft resolution A/CONF.O4/C.1/L.21 entitled "Migrant women", sponsored
by Algeria, Barbados, Ecuador, Greece, Holy See, Honduras, Italy,
lesctho, Mexico, Portugal, Senegal, Spain, Sweden, Turlkey and Yugoslavis
vas adopted as orally revised and amended (for action by the Conference
see para. 195 below).

Reservations to the draft resclution were made by the representatives of Bhutan,
Austria, Switzerland, France, Demmarlk, Belgium, Ivory Coast, Federal Republic of
Cermany, Japan, Ghana, Malaysia, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Venezuela and Kuwait.

(v)

Draft resolution A/CONP.9L/C.1/1.23 entitled "Elderly women and

economic security", sponsored by the Dominican Republic, Federal Republic
of Germany, Guatemala, Holy See, Honduras, Ireland, Japan, Lesotho,
Snain, Trinidad and Tobago and the United States of America was adopted
as orally amended and revised (for action by the Conference see para., 195
belov).

Reservations to the draft resolution were formulated by the representatives of
Brazil and Iran (with respect to the vhrase "due to longer life expectancy" in the
first preambular paragraph).

(vi)

Draft resolution A/CONF.OL/C.1/L.2L4 entitled "Battered women and violencs
in the family", sponsored by Australia, Austria, Barbados, Belgium,
Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Israel, Kenya, Lesotho, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Worway,
Portugal, Sri Lanka, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the United States of
Mmerica and Zaire was adopted as orally revised (for action by the
Conference see mara. 195 below).

Reservations to the draft resolution were made by the renresentatives of the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and
Czechoslovakia.

(vii)

Draft resclution A/CONF.OL/C.1/1.22 entitled "Necessity of fuller
information on national machinery and legislation, sponsored by Bulgaria,
was merpged with draft resolution A/CONF.O4L/C,.1/L.31 and subsequently
vithdravm. Draft resolution A/CONF.9L/C.1/1..31 entitled "Review and
evaluation of progress made in the implementation of the World Plan

of Action at the national level", sponsored by Bulgaria, Finland and
Sweden was adopted as orally amended (for action by the Conference see
para. 106 below),



(vidid) Dxaft resolution A/CONF.9L/C.1/1.26 entitled "Women and discrimination
Dased on race" sponsored by the United States of Mmerica was withdrawn.
Unti”ier rule 27 of the rules of procedure the delegation of Angola
Teintroduced this draft resolution, and accepted the smendments proposed
€arlier to A/CONF.94/C.1/L.26 by other delegations; the draft resolution
Was issued as document A/CONF.94/C.1/L.35 (see subpara. xiii below).

(ix) Draft resolution entitled "Special measures in favour of young
Women" (A/CONF.94/C.1/L.29), sponsored by Algeria, Cuba, Ecuador, Gambia,
Ghana, Guatemela, Guyena, Honduras, Jamaica, Lesotho, Malaysia, Mexico,
Mozambique, Nicaragua, Spain, Venezuela and Zambia was adopted, as orally
Tevised (for ection by the Conference see para., 196 helow).

Areservation to the draft resolution was formulated by the representative of
the Netherlands,

(x) Draft resolution entitled "Convention on the Elimination of all Forms
oOf Discrimination against Women" (A/CONF.94/C.1/L.32), sponsored by
Algeria, Barbados, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Colombia, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Dominican Republie, Ecuador, Ethiopia, German Democratic
Republic, Gembia, Ghana, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, Jamaica, Laos, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Madagascar, Mongolia, Mozambique, Philippines, Poland, Rwanda,
Sri Lanka, United Republic of Tanzania, Uganda, Ukrainien Soviet Socialist -
Republic, Union of Soviet Soviet Socialist Republics, Viet Nam and Zambia,
was adopted, as orally smended (for action by the Conference see
Para., 196 below).

Reservat ions were made by the representatives of Chile, Belgium, the Federal
Republic of Germany (with respect to the third presmbular paragraph), Haiti,
Iran , Morocco, Spain, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

and the TUnited States of America (with respect to the third preambular paragraph).

(xi) Draft resolution entitled "Women living in conditions of extreme
poverty" (A/CONF.9L/C.1/1.27), sponsored by the United Republic of
Cameroon, France, Gabon, Lebanon, Malaysia, Sri Lanka, Yugoslavia and
Zaire was adopted as orally revised and amended (for action by the
Conference see para. 196 below).

Reservations were made by Algeria, Australia (with respect to the second preambular
paragraph) and Austria. The delegation of the Federal Republie of CGermany reserved
1ts posidtion with respect to operative paragraph 5 of the draft resolutiom.

(xii ) Draft resolutions A/CONF.94/C.1/L.19, L.25 and L.28 were combined into
one draft resolution, A/CONF.94/C.1/L.34, entitled "Promotion of
equality in education and training", sponsored by Austria, Barbados,
United Republic of Cameroon, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Fgypt,
France, Gabon, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Lebanon, Mexice, Mozambhique,
Philippines, Romania, Spain, Turkey, Venezuelas, Zaire and Zambia, was
adopted as orally amended (for action by the Conference see para. 196
below).

Reservations vere made on the draft resolution by the representatives of Australis
(with respect to operative paras. 2), Belgium, Nepal and Switzerland.
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(xiii) Draft resolution A/CONF.94/C.1/L.35, entitled "Women and discrimination
based on race", sponsored by Algeria, Angola, Barbados, Cape Verde, Congo,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Guyana, Iran,
Jamaica, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamehiriya, Madagascar,
Mozambique, Pakistan, Syrian Arab Republic, United Arab Fmirates, and
United Republic of Tanzania. The representative of the United States of
Americe introduced orally two amendments to the draft resolution calling
for the deletion of the last preambular paragraph and the first operative
paragraph. The Committee rejected these amendments by a roll-call vote
of 46 to 42, with 12 abstentions. The result of the voting was as

follows:

In favour: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, Federal
Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Iceland, Ireland, 3
Israel, Italy, Japan, Lesotho, Luxembourg, Malawi, Mali, :
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Portugal,
Senegel, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Togo, United Kingdom, United
Republic of Cameroon, United States of America, Upper Volta.

Against: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Benin, Brazil, Bulgaria,

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratie
Yemen, Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic, Grenada, Guinea, 3
Guinea-Bissau, Hungary, India, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanocn, %
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, |
Mozambique, Nigeria, Oman, Papua New Guinea, Poland, Qatar,
Romania, Sao Tome and Principe, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic,
Tunisia, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Fmirates, Yemen, Yugoslavia,
Zambia,

Abstaining: Barbados, Bhutan, China, Malaysia, Nepal, Niger, Philippines,
Suriname, Thailand, Turkey, Venezuela, Zaire.

Subsequently the delegation of Jamaica stated that, had it been present at the time
of the vote, it would have voted against the oral amendments proposed by the United
States of America.

A further proposal made by the United Republic of Cameroon, to insert a new
operative paragraph 2 was adopted.

The Cormmittee then adopted the draft resolution as a whole, as amended, by a roll-
call vote of 66 to 5, with 39 abstentions. The result of the voting was as
follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin,
Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Cape Verde, China, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic
People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Ethiopia,
German Democratic Republic, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau,
Guyana, Hungary, India, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kuwait, Lo
People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Niger,
Nigeria, Cman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Poland, Qatar, Romanis,
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Sao Tome and Prineipe, Senegal, Sudan, Surineme, Syrian Arab
Republic, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela,
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambis.

Against: Germany, Federal Republic of, Isrmel, Lesotho, United Kingdom,
United States of America.

Abstaining: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Denmark, Ecuador, Fiji, Finland, France, Ghens, Greecs, Guatemala,
Haiti, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Luxembourg, Malawi,
Malaysia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, WNorway, Paragusy., Peru,
Philippines, Portugal, Spain, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland,
Thailand, Upper Volta, Zaire.

(For action by the Conference see para. 199 below.)
Subsequently, the Delegation of Lesotho stated that it had intended to vote in

favour of the draft resolution as a whole.

6. Recommendations of the First Committee

191. The First Committee recommended to the (onference the adoption of Part Two,
thapter III of the draft Programme of Acticn for the second half of the United
lations Decade for Women, as set out in annex I to the Committee's report
(A/CONF.9L/1.21 and Add.4). In addition, the Committee recommended to the
Conference the adoption of draft resoclutions I to XI as set out in annex II to its
report (A/CONF.9L4/L.21/4dd.1, 2, 3, 3A and 3B).

T. Action taken in plenary on the report of the First Committee

192. At the 20th plenary meeting on 30 July 1980 the Rapporteur of the First
Committee introduced the Committee's report (A/CONF.94/L.21 and Corr.l and 2 and
Add.1-4), in which the Committee recommended to the Conference the adoption of

Part Two, chapter IIT of the draft Programme of Action, as revised by the Committee,
and eleven draft resolutions (Nos. I to XI).

193. At its 20th and 2lst plenary meetings on 30 July 1980 the Conference took
action on the recommendations of the First Committee.

19k, At the 21st plenary meeting the Conference adopted without a vote Part Two,
chapter IIT of the draft Programme of Action ag recommended by the First Committee
(for the text see chapter III of the Programme of Action, as set out in chap. I
above).

195, At the 20th plenary meeting the Conference adopted without a vote the following
draft resolutions recommended by the Committee:

-157=-



Draft resolution I entitled "Family planning" (for the text see chap. I
above, resolution 1)

Draft resolution II entitled "Improving the situation of disabled women of all
ages” (for the text see chap. I above, resolution 2)

Draft resolution III entitled "Migrant women" (for the text see chap. T
above, resolution 3)

Draft resolution IV entitled ”Elderl{ women and economic security” {for the
text, see chap,; I ebove, resolution k)

 Draft resolution V entitled "Battered women and violence in the family" (for
the text see chap. I &bove, resolution 5

Draft resolution VI entitled "Review and evaluation of progress made in the
implementation of the World Plan of Action at the National Level' (for the
text see chap., I above, resolution 6

106. At the 2lst plenary meeting the Conference adopted without a vote the following
draft resolutions recommended by the First Committee:

Draft resolution VII entitled "Special measures in favour of young women' (for
the text see chap. I above, resolution 27)

Draft resolution VIII entitled "Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discriminetion against Women' (for the text see chap. I above, resolution 28)

Draft resolution IX entitled "Women living in conditions of extreme poverty"
(for the text see chap, I above, resolution 29)

Draft resolution X entitled "Promotion of equality in education and training”
(for the text see chap. T above, resolution 30)

197. With respect to the draft resolution entitled "Convention on the Elimination of
A1l Forms of Discrimination against Women' the delegation of Pakistan stated that,
being an Islamic country, Pakistan attributed a high status to women. The
delegation considered the spirit of the Convention commendable, but had some
reservations with regard to a few articles of the Convention.

198. The delegation of Haiti stated that its reservation related to the third
preambular paragraph of the same draft resolution, referring to co-operation among
all women "irrespective of their social and economic systems''.

199. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted by a roll-call vote of 78 to 3,
with 39 abstentions, the draft resolution XI recommended by the First Committee

and entitled “"Uomen and discrimination based on race” (for the text see chap. I

above, resolution 31). The result of the voting was as follows:

In favour: Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados,
Benin, Bhutan, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde,
China, Congo, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic People's Republic of
Korea, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, German Democratic
Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, India,
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Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kuwait, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, ﬂesotho, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mexico, Mongolia,
Morocco, Mozambique, Nicaragus, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Papua lew
Guinea, Poland, Qstar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe,
Senegal , Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Suden, Suriname, Syrian Arab
Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
Ukrainien SSR, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Areb
Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of
Tanzania, Venezuela, Viet Mam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zeire, Zambia,
Zimbabwe.

Against: Germany, Federal Republic of, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America.

Abstaining: Australie, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Denmark, Dominican Republie, Fcuador, Finland, France, Greece,
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Japan, Kenya, Luxembourg, Malawi, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Norway, Parasguay, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Spain, Sri Lenks,
Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Upper Volta, Uruguay.

200, The delegation of Lesotho stated that, although it had voted in favour of the

draft resolution as a whole, it wished to formulate a reservation with respect to
paragraph 1.
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B. Report of the Second Committee

1. Organization of work

201. The Conference at its lst plenary meeting on 1k July 1980 allocated the
following items to the Second Committee:

Item T (b): Effects of apartheid on women in southern Africa: Special
neasures for assistance to women in southern Africa;

Item 8 (b): Review and evaluation of the progress mede and obstacles
encountered in attaining the objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace, at the mational, regional and international
levels, from 1975 to 1980; in keeping with the World Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the International Women's Year:

Review and evaluation of regional and global programmes of the United Nations
system of organizations aimed at promoting the objectives of the Decade.

Item 9 (b) and (c¢): Programme of Action for the second half of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 1981-1985, designed to
implement the World Plan of Action:

Regional and international targets and strategies, taking into account the
subtheme '"Tmployment, Health and Education®;

The situation of women refugees the world over,

Item 10 (b): Effects of Israeli occupation on Palestinian women inside and
outside the occupied territories: Special measures for assistance to Palestinian
women inside and outside the occupied territories.

202. The Committee considered these items at meetings held from
15 to 29 July 1980. L/

203. The Presiding Officer of the Committee was Mrs. Shiela Kaul (India) who was
elected by acclamation at the 1st plenary meeting of the Conference.

20k, At its 1lst meeting on 15 July the Committee elected the following officers:

Deputy Presiding Officers: Ms. Maria de Lourdes C. E. S. de Vicenzi
(Brazil)

Mr. Chavdar Kiuranov (Bulgaria)

Ms. Nermin Abadan-Unat (Turkey)

Rapporteur: Mr. Ali Benbouchta (Morocco)

4/ For its consideration of the items the Committee had before it the
documents mentioned in the relevant sections of the annotations to the provisional
agenda {A/CONF.94/1), which also refer to a number of background documents.
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2. Consideration of Part Three of the draft Programme of Action

205. In connexion with its consideration of item 9 (b) (draft Programme of Action),
‘the Committee decided to deal with the relevant part of the draft Programme (Part
Three) paragraph by paragraph and at the same time with amendments proposed to
these paragraphs. In addition to written amendments, other amendments were
proposed orally. The proposed amendments were considered also in informal
consultations.

206. The Committee recommends to the Conference for adoption the text of Part
Three, Chapters IV and V of the draft Programme of Action as amended in the course
of the Committee's deliberations {for action by the Conference see para. 331
below). 5/

207. As regards the paragraph of the draft Programme of Action entitled ‘Assistance
to the Palestinian women inside and outside the occupied territories', the

Committee decided by a roll-call vote of 85 to 3, with 21 abstentions, to recommend
to the Conference the adoption of the text of the paragraph as set ocut in amnex I
of the Committee's report. The result of the vote was as follows: 6/

5/ The text of Part Three of the draft Programme of Action for the second
half of the United Nations Decade for Women, as recommended by the Second Committee
to the Conference for adoption, was set out in annex I to the Committee's report
(A/CONF.94/L.22).

6/ This decision was preceded by a procedural debate in the éowurse of which
the closure of the debate was moved. The motion was adopted by a roll-call vote of
71 to 22, with 16 abstentions. The result of the vote was as follcws:

In fovcur: Algeria, Angola, Bahrain, Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi,
Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen, Egypt,
Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic, CGuinea, Guyana, Hungary.
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia,
Maldives, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal,
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Cman, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Qatar,
Republic of Korea, Romania, Senegal, Seychelles, Somalia,

Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Tunisia,
Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian SSR, Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania,
Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Agaginst: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany , Federal Republic of, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland and United States of America.

Abstaining: Argentina, Barbados, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Fiji,
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Ivory Coast, Japan, Malawi, Thailand.
Trinidad and Tobago and United Republic of Cameroon.
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In favour: Algeria, Angolae, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Bhutan, Brazil,

T 7777 Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde, China, Congo,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea,
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen, Bcuador,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Ghana,
Greece, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesis,
Iren, Irag, Jemaics, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Nicaragus,
Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pekistan, Philippines, Poland, Portugal,
Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles,
Somalia, Spain, Sri Laenka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic,
Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukrainian SSR, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic
of Tanzania, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia and
Zimbabwe.

Against : Cenada, Israel, United States of America.

Abstaining: Australia, Barbados, Botswana, Chile, Colombia, Fiji, Finland,
Guatemala, Haiti, Iceland, Ivory Coast, Malawi, New Zealand,
Norwey, Papua New Guinea, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Togo,
‘Upper Volta and Uruguay.

(For action by the Conference see paras. 327 and 331 below.)

208. The delegations of the following countries stated that they had not
participated in the vote: Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Federal Republiec of,
Honduras, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Peru and United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

209, Statements in explanation of vote were made by Israel, Portugal, Sweden,
Australia, Switzerland, Finland, Algeria, Chile, Ecuador, Nigeria, Greece, New
7ealand, Fiji, Norway, Austria, Luxembourg (on behalf of the States Members of the
United Nations which are members of the Furopean Community), Congo and Guatemala.

3. Measures of assistance to women in southern Africa

210. In connexion with item 7 (b), the Second Committee had before it
document A/CONF.94/6/Rev.l. The item was discussed at its 15th meeting on
26 July 1980.

211. In introducing the discussion on this item the representative of the
Secretary-~-General of the Conference informed the Committee that the proposed
assistance would be channelled through the southern African liberation movements
recognized by the Organization of African Unity. Reconstruction aid to women of
Zimbabwe would be directly channelled through the Government of Zimbabwe.

212. He said assistance was divided into several categories: legal, humanitarian
and political assistance to southern African women inside South Africa and Namibia
and in the refugee camps; training and assistance to women in the national
liberation movements to aid them in their struggle for national liberation;
training and assistance for women to play roles in all areas after liberation in
the reconstruction of their countries, and international support for and
co-operation with southern African women's struggle.
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213. The observers for the African National Congress (South Africa) and the

Pan Africanist Congress of Azania expressed the determination of women in these
liberation movements to eradicate the oppressive apartheid system and called upon
the international community to act immediately and increase its assistance to women
in this struggle.

21Lk., Many representatives condemned the apartheid system, expressed their
solidarity with the national liberation movements and appealed to all the United
Nations Member States to observe strictly the decisions of the Security Council and
the United Nations General Assembly on the issue. They pointed out that it is
obvious that the support of the South African régime by some Western States whose
monopolies exploit the great mineral wealth of Africa represents the main obstacle
to the struggle for the eliminaticn of the remains of apartheid and racicm in South
Africa and Namibia. That is why the immediate discontinuation by some Western
States of economic, political, military and any other assistance to the South
African racist régime is indispensable and urgent necessity for the elimination of
apartheid and racism.

215. While expressing their gratitude for the current programmes of assistance,
meny representatives fully endorsed the recommendations for additional measures

of assistance proposed in A/CONF.9L4/6/Rev.l. They emphasized the need to adopt the
proposed measures to strengthen the current programmes to help women in South
Africa and Namibia to uproot the apartheid system, and urged the fullest possible
implementation of the proposed measures.

216. Several representatives called for assistance to the front-line States which
had sacrificed so much in aiding the peoples of South Africa, Nemibia and Zimbabwe.
It was suggested that reconstruction aid be given to the women's movements in these
countries. They called upon the Conference to adopt concrete decisions which will
contribute to the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination. Otherwise

the universal and complete realization of women's rights will be impossible.

21l7. The representative of the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania requested that the
following paragraph be inserted into the document on page 25 between items (e) and
(£):

"The organization made a contribution for a Seminar for Women in the
Pan Africanist Congress of Azania on the Role of Women in the Liberation
Struggle held from 23 June to 3 July 1980 in the United Republic of Tanzania."

218. At the conclusion of the discussion, the Committee took note of the document
on measures of assistance to women in southern Africa (A/CONF.9L4/6/Rev.l).

4. Review and evaluation of regional and global programmes
of the United Nations system of organizations aimed at
promoting the objectives of the Decade

' 219. In connexion with item 8 (b) the Second Committee had before it nine
documents on the review and evaluation of regional and global programmes, of the
United Nations system and of organizations, which were aimed at promoting the
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objectives of the Decade. These were discussed at the lst to bth meetings, held
from 15 to 17 July 1980. T/

220. In introducing the discussion on this item, the representative of the
Secretary-General of the Conference explained that the main report for the item was
the "Review and evaluation of global and regional programmes of the United Wations
system, 1975-1980" (A/CONF.9L/31) which was based on information provided by a
number of United Nations bodies and organizations. She said that the other reports
which contained additional information on regional and global programmes were
"Review of the activities of the specialized agencies and organizations in the
United Nations system aimed =t the implementation of the cbjectives of the United
Netions Decade for Vomen: Equality, Development and Peace"” (A/CONF.94/20 and
Corr.l), which summarized information received from 10 specialized agencies, one
United Nations bedy and one department of the United Nations, and "Recommendations
relating to women and development emerging from Conferences held under the auspices
of the United Nations or the specialized agencies" (A/CONF.9%/19 and Corr.l) which
gave an agsessment of ways in which issues concerning women and development had
been analysed in 12 world conferences held since 1975. The report on "Women in
rural areas" (A/CONF.94/28) examined the question with particular emphasis on food,
access to land and water, credit facilities and co-operatives.

221. The reports of the five regional preparatory meetings were contained in
documents A/CONF.QL/1k, 15, 16, 17 and 18. She explained that the purpose of these
meetings, except for that of the ECE, had been to review and evaluate progress
achieved in the region concerned since 1975, from the point of view of the
implementation of the World Plan of Action, and in some cases of the regional plans
of action, and to make recommendations for the next half of the Decade.

Summary of the debate on the review

222 . Many representatives recognized the close relationship between the three
themes of the Conference: equality, development and peace. They emphasized that,
1f the status of women was to be significantly improved, far-reaching changes would
have to be carried out at the national and international levels, including the
areas of employment, education and healthi. The efforts of the Second United
Wations Development Decade had failed to achieve major economic changes, the

causes being both national and internationzl. These representatives considered it
impossible to talk of equality for women so long as the international situation
remained unchanged. Beveral representatives pointed out that progressive
socio-economic reforms and global changes corresponding to the principles of the
New International Economic Order were needed because of the ever-increasing
interdependence of developed and developing countries. A number of representatives
expressed the opinion that the Mexico World Plan of Action had retained its lasting
validity. However they considered that the implementation of the objectives of the
Decade was closely connected with peace, disarmament and détente. National
liberstion, peace, détente, international co-operation and disarmaement constituted,
in their opinion, the indispensable conditions for the implementation of the
objectives of the United Nations Decade for Women.

7/ Background documents relevant to item 8 (b) were listed in the annotations
to the provisional agenda (A/CONF.9L/1).
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?23. One representative stressed that the establishment of the New International
Economic Orde? was a necessary but not a sufficient prerequisite rfor narrowing the
gap between rich and poor countries, and it was not sufficient to achieve lasfinﬂ
economic growth or the provision of basic necessities for vomen and men in ﬂ
disadvantaged sectors of society. Another representative emphasized that all
international programmes relating to women should aim at reinforcing the sense of
individual responsibility and at promoting the conditions for exercising this
responsibility.

224, In the opinion of some representatives, recommendations for the establishment
of targets and evaluations of progress achieved in attaining them had to take
account of the differences and similarities between developed and developing
countries.

225. Many repregentatives expressed satisfaction with the activities undertaken

by the United Nations and the specialized agencies. However, a large number of
representatives, concerned about the lack of co-ordination between the agencies
and the United Nations, which often led to duplication and waste of resources,
called for a strengthening of this co-ordination and increased financial resources
for this purpose. Note was taken of the joint interagency programmes which had
been adopted in the hope that it would contribute to the elimination of duplication
and the promotion of a more efficient system of dealing with projects relating to
women. Some representatives, however, expressed disappointment with the delay in
the implementation of the programme. A few representatives stated that
co-ordination was also necessary between the United Nations and organizations
outside the United NWations system, including non-governmental organizations, as
well as better co-ordination between the United Netions and its Member States and
among the countries themselves. Some delegations opposed proposals for '
establishing nev international bodies for co-ordination. They argued that in the
first place the existing organs of the United Nations system should be properly
utilized for co-ordination purposes.

226. Some representatives considered that the Branch for the Advancement of Uomen
of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affeirs was performing a
useful role in co-ordinating activities and should be strengthened. One
representative called for changes in and a strengthening of programmes for women
hut without budgetary increases. Several representatives, recognizing the
important role of the Commission on the Status of Women as the only United Nations
body with the exclusive mandate to examine the status of women, called for the

strergthening of the Commission.

227. Several representatives emphasized that the situation of women within the
United Nations system would have to be improved, as an example to other
institutions. It was noted that progress had been slow and women had been. .
recruited primarily for Junior level posts and not for decision-msking positions.
These representatives suggested that Governments should identify a gre§ter number
of qualified women for such positions. Several representatives spoke in favour

of a "positive discrimination” for women.

028, Tt was widely recognized that regional commissions were playing an important
rart in the formulation of an international strategy for development, because the
needs of women tended to vary in societies having different social and economlc

systems. Several represehtatives stresscd that recgional strategies should be
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strengthened by improved technical co-operation among developing countries, the
adoption of recommendations of regional preparatory meetings, and increased
assistance from the Voluntary Fund for regional activities and the creation of
bocdies with resources to implement decisions as part of any restructuring of the
United Nations. One representsative recognized the need for further
decentralization of activities and for stronger mandates for regional development.
One representative referring to document A/CONF.94/31, emphasized that her
Government could not be responsible for the recommendations of the Economic
Commission for Europe, since she considered that some of them were based on an
unobjective approach which did not analyse the experience of the socialist
countries. Another representative saild that limitations of data prevented an
effective analysis of women's employment in this document.

229. Some representatives stressed the valuable role that the Voluntary Fund was
playing through its programmes, and announced that their countries pledged further
contributions to the Fund. They pointed out that the Voluntary Fund was an
invaluable instrument for assisting the poor women in developing countries, but
delays in the flow of badly needed resources had become a problem. The Fund also
needed greater flexibility in the evaluation of its projects. A few
representatives considered that the Voluntary Fund should only be temporary and
that 1t should be integrated into existing United Nations agencies that were
executing programmes relating to women.

230. There was considerable discussion about the merits of special development
programmes for women, in contrast to the integration of women into programmes.
Some representatives supported projects which were directed to and organized
specifically for women, rather than modifying existing programmes or adding a
women's component to them. However, other representatives noted that special
programmes for women had the effect in some countries of becoming a method of
keeping women out of the mainstream of activities. It was generally agreed that
no matter which method was used, the ultimate goal was that women should
participate in development and not that they should be recipients of welfare,

231. Many representatives expressed great interest in the activities of the
specialized agencies dealing with women. They appealed to the agencies and United
Nations bodies concerned to review and increase wherever possible the number and
scope of projects intended to benefit women, especially in the rural areas. These
representatives suggested that the agencies should move away from funding training
seminars and research programmes and considered that a review of the method of
operation of programmes should be undertaken. Another representative noted that
the guidelines of the World Bank included questions relating to the programmes and
projects in their early stages of preparation. It was further suggested that the
guidelines which took account of women's needs and examined their opportunities to
participate, issued by FAO, UNDP, UNFPA, the World Bank and others, should be
widely disseminated.

232. The representative of FAO reported that, since the Mexico Conference in 1975,
a number of decisions had been taken by the Director-General of FAOQ in order to
orient FAO's personnel and institutional structures to support the World Plan

of Action, especially as it related to rural women:; intensify efforts to identify,
in collaboration with Member Governments, the situation of rural women and the
operational steps necessary to find solutions, and ensure incorporation of
appropriate concerns for rural women in all activities in agriculture, forestry
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aud fisherieg. The Programme of Action of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform
and Rural Development, so far as it related to rural women, was complementary to
the Programme of Action for the second half of the United Nations Decade for Wcmen.

233. The representative of the International Labour Organisation stressed that the
activities of IILO with respect to working women, especially rural women, had been
intensified. She informed the Committee about the recent resolution concerning
ILO activities for rural development adopted by the sixty-sixth session of the
International Labour Conference (1980). She also reported on provisions in the
ILO Mid-Term Plan (1982-1987) concerning working women. She mentioned that in the
field of training for productive work ILO's aim was to increase women's access to
all types of technical training including management at all levels and occupations
leading to higher incomes, increased job security and mobility, career prospects,
adaptation to changing technology and better living and working conditions.

23L. The representative of UNDP reported that considerable progress had been
achieved since 1975 in involving women in UNDP-supported technical co-operation
projects and programmes. She noted that a joint UNDP/Agency assessment of rural
women's participation in development, initiated as a special contribution to the
Conference, had led to a series of operational recommendations designed to
increase the capability and efficiency of the United Natioms development system in
offering advice and assistance to Governments, These had all been endorsed by

the Governing Council of the UNDP.

235. The representative of UNESCO noted that in implementing the World Plan of
Action, UNESCO had undertaken the following activities: studies in five countries
on teaching mothers their role in childhood education and assisting some countries
in the establishment of child care facilities; a global survey on drop-outs among
school-age girls; studies on the equality of curricula in seven countries;
intensified research to identify discriminatory practices in education;

intensified vocational and training programmes for women in co-operation with ILO.
In addition UNESCO had undertaken research into socio-~economic indicators for the
integration of women in development, in cultural life, in the mass media and in

science and technology.

236. The representative of UNIDO indicated that the Third General Conference of
UNIDO had adopted a series of proposals for promoting the industrialization of the
developing countries, and had stressed the potential capacity of industry to
influence the status of and opportunities for women in developing countries in a
resolution entitled ""Women and industrialization’. The resolution recognized that
the integration and participation of women at all levels of the industrialization
process were a vital prerequisite for balanced and equitable development. She
emphasized the relationship between education, training and industrial development
in order that women might be associated increasingly at all levels with the
general industrialization efforts of the developing countries.

237. A number of representatives called upon Member States to ratify or accede

to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women , adopted by the General Assembly in 19T79. Some representatives pointed out
that the need for an appeal to be addressed to Governments which had not yet done
s0 to ratify ILO Conventions on the status of women and the international
covenants on human rights and adapt their domestic legislation regarding women to
the binding principles of international law.
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238. One representative regretted the lack of progress in the past five years in
preparing the draft declaration referred to in General Assembly resolution 32/1L42
on the participation of women in the struggle for the strengthening of
international peace and security and against colonialism, racism, racial
discrimination, foreign aggression and occupation and all forms of foreign
dcmination and urged the participants to support new initiatives for the expected
elaboration of the declaration by the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session.

239. One representative proposed that the United Nations Secretariat should prepare
a comparative review of national legislation, in particular of the provisions
relating to equality of men and women. Several representatives urged Governments
to establish machinery for assessing the status of women's rights and for
establishing priorities for legislation. Other representatives, while noting the
importance of legislative measures to enhance the equality of women, emphasized
that formal legal recognition of the equality of women and men, was no guarantee
that the status of women would be advanced and that what was needed was action to
ensure the practical application of such laws. Preferential treatment to redress
discrimination did injustice to the cause of equality unless aimed at establishing
conditions of equal opportunity. Several delegations stressed that in many
countries progress in the implementation of the economic and social rights of women
was still highly unsatisfactory. Women continued to be exposed to severe
consequences of unemployment and disregard for the principle of equal pay for equeal
work; they were offered less attractive employment, could not avail themselves of
social amenities or adequately participate in development .

240. Rural women accounted for a large proportion of the world's agricultural work
force yet their importance was still underemphasized and unrecognized. Some
representatives noted that as rural labour became mechanized in developing
countries, rural women, already underpaid, would become unemployed. One
representative noted a lack of norms concerning wages in cases where rural labour
was becoming industrialized, and suggested that the Conference should meke a
recommendation on this point.

241, Many representatives emphasized thet raising the standard of living of rural
women should become a priority issue for the United Nations and the specialized
agencies, and the role that rural women played in the food production process
should be recognized.

242, Some representatives stated that as agriculture was the backbone of 50 many
countries at the Conference, it was important to understand that the "lip-service"
being paid to the cause of rural women should be translated into action.

243, One representative stated that attention should be paid to marginal women
workers and to women doing umpaid labour, particularly in rural areas, and
emphasized the need to link rural development to national planning, regional
agreements, and international development strategies. Another representative
referred to the high infant mortality in rural areas and urged that increased funds
should be diverted to rural maternal and child health care and technical services.
It was suggested by one representative that studies should be undertaken to assess
the needs of rural women, especially in health matters. It would not be enough to
raise the income of rural women: it would be no less necessary to enhance their
capabilities.
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2LU. Several representatives noted that inadequate information could lead to social
attitudes, including those of women themselves, that hampered the improvement of
the status of women. It was suggested that Governments should monitor the
activities of the media regarding women, because of the critical role of the media
in shaping attitudes, both positive and negative. One representative emphasized
that attitudinal barriers, especially subtle ones, were perhaps the single most
Important barrier to the advancement for women.

245. A number of representatives stated that, although data had been gathered and
problems identified during the first half of the Decade for Women, the United
Nations as well as individual countries should reinforce the collection of
information and research work on women. Special attention should be given to rural
women. Greater financial resources were needed for women's programmes, to provide
an effective base for action, and to improve the analysis of existing data.
Governments and United Nations agencies should draw up standards and guidelines for
censuses and questionnaires to allow more accurate information to be obtained about
wenen in the development process. Several representatives supported the setting up
of data collection mechanisms, as a first stage in integrating women in

development.

2L6. Some representatives noted that the New International Economic Order should
be supported by all Member States, and several representatives noted the
importance of the media being sensitive to the needs of women. Lack of accurate
data and trained evaluation personnel continued to be an obstacle to the gathering
of qualitative information on women in developed and developing countries.

247. Many representatives stressed that women suffered especially from lack of
education and training. The United Wations should make training programmes for
women more widely available and carry out research into the training of women.
Training projects of the United Nations agencies should provide for more local
involvement in their design and implementation to ensure that they reflected real
needs. The training of women should emphasize skills qualifying them for
responsible positions in public and private life. The training of women for
technical assistance programmes should be encouraged and more women should be
involved directly in research and training for operational activities of all
organizations in the United Nations system. :

5. The situation of women refugees the world over

2U8, For its considerstion of item 9 (c), the Committee had before it the report
on the subject prepared by the TUnited Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(A/CONF.9L/24), The item was discussed at the llhth and 15th meetings held on

25 and 26 July 1980.

249, In introducing the item, the representative of the United Nations High
‘Commissioner for Refugees drew attention to the nature and extent of the problem
of women refugees the world over. She pointed out that as refugees, women were
particularly vulnerable. It was difficult for them to perform their role as
homemakers, as transmitters of cultural values to their children and to cope with
the problems of family health.

250. She stressed that appropriate counseling services were essential to enable
women refugees, particularly heads of households, to adjust to their new lives
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and to move toward self-reliance as rapidly as possible, Furthermore, it was
necessary to monitor closely the provision of relief assistance in order to ensure
that women refugees had adequate access to resources and services. In addltlon
special measures should be taken to ensure that they were not disadvantaged in
areas of nutrition, health care, education and employment. Efforts should be mage
to involve women refugees increasingly in the administration and operation of
refugee centres, and to enable them to participate in all dimensions of community
life.

251. While emphasizing the need for relief assistance, she also stressed the
importance of protection for refugee women. Protection was needed for women at the
time when they were leaving their home country and also during the initial stay in
the country of asylum, when they were most likely to be victims of physical
violence and targets of sexual exploitation and prostitution. The High
Commissioner, in carrying out his role in the protection of refugees relied heavily
on the co-operation of countries of asylum to ensure that appropriate solutions
were found to protect the basic human rights of the refugees.

252. The specific problems of refugee women were being studied by the High
Commissioner and efforts were being made to obtain basic data, but much more needed
to be done. Furthermore, she mentioned that the success of measures taken by the
High Commissioner to protect the well-being and dignity of refugee women were
dependent on prompt and decisive support from host Governments, the international
community and non~governmental organizations.

253. In the discussion of the item, a number of representatives underlined the
magnitude of the refugee problem the world over. Civil strife, violations of
human rights, political conflict and discrimination continued to force growing
numbers of people from their homes.

254 . Overlooking the needs of women refugees would have profound effects not only
on the women themselves but also on millions of people who depended on thenm,
especially children and the elderly. Thus, while some speakers cslled for measures
to deal with the causes of the refugee problem, others noted that such action was
beyond the mandate of the Conference, and urged that these persistent problems
should not obscure the immediate and urgent needs of refugee women. In this
regard some representatives referred to the plight of displaced women, emphasizing
the importance of political settlement and the realization of peace. One
representative called for large-scale assistance to help resettle and rehabilitate
repatriates and displaced persons within her country.

255. Several representatives called for efforts to ensure that available aid
reached women refugees and that measures were taken to alleviate their particular
situation and difficulties and their special needs, to ensure their survival and
dignity. Moreover, refugee problems were described as international problems which
were of concern to the entire international community and were not the
responsibility of merely those countries which happened to be countries of first
asylum. The High Commissioner for Refugees, the United Nations agencies and
voluntary organizations were commended for their contribution to relieving the
suffering of the world's refugees. Governments were encouraged to continue their
support for these efforts. One representative reaffirmed the importance of
article 13 (2) of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This statement was
supported by several delegations.
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256. Representatives of a number of countries of first asylum stressed that these
countries provided refugee assistance on the basis of humanitarian principles;
they could not continue to accept increasing numbers of refugees owing to the
heavy burdens this situation placed on their economies and societies. Calling
first for removal of the root causes of the problem, they proposed voluntary
repatriation as the most durable solution. Where this was not possible, measures
should be teken to continue and accelerate resettlement. In this regard, the
representatives of the Philippines and Malaysia expressed reservations about the
section in document A/CONF.9L/2L on the local integration of refugees. They
emphasized that their economies could not absorb the large numbers of refugees
requiring assistance.

257. Several representatives of countries of asylum noted that the overwhelming
majority of refugees seeking asylum were women and children. They noted that
while efforts were being made to meet the needs of the refugees, much more aid,
including material assistance, was badly needed. They suggested that resources
from all quarters should be diverted from other uses to ensure the survival of the
wvorld's refugees. One representative also suggested that Member States could
provide teams of doctors, social workers and consultants to assist in meintaining
the health and welfare of the refugees in countries of asylum,

258. A few representatives asked for special assistance to women victims of
apartheid and in this regerd suggested strengthening measures of assistance to
the front-line States and assistance to repatriates and displaced persons in

newly-independent Zimbabwe,

259, At the conclusion of the discussion, the Committee took note of document
A/CONF. 9k /2L,

6. Special measures of assistance to Palestinian women

260, For its consideration of item 10 (b), the Second Committee had before it
document A/CONF.94/3. The item was considered at the 15th and 16th meetings on

26 and 28 July 1980.

261. In introducing the document, the representative of the Tconomic Commission
for Western Asia cited the various mandates in response to which the report had
been prepared, and stated that the nine areas of assistance mentioned had been
accepted by the meuwber States of ECWA at the regional preparatory meeting for the
World Conference. She referred to resolution 32 adopted at the Mexico Conference
and to Economic and Socizl Council resolutions which had called for special
assistance for Palestinian women, and to the decision taken by ECWA in

October 1978 to request the addition of an item concerning "Effects of Israeli
occupation on Palestinian women inside and outside the occupied territories” to
the agenda of the Conference.

262. Many representatives indicated support for the measures proposed in the
document.

263, A number of representatives pointed out that the specific problems of
Palestinian women were related to the general situation affecting Palestinians
living inside and outside the territories under Israeli occupation. While they
considered the humanitarian United Wations assistance to that population
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Justified, these representatives stated that the problem should not be viewed in
isolation and pointed out that one of the major issues severely impeding stability
and development in the region is the Israeli occupation of the territories. The
liberation of the land and the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian
people are still the core of many issues in this region with all their political,
economic, social and psychological dimensions, so that political responsibilities
take priority over development plans. These issues are of urgent concern to the
international community.

264. The observer for the Palestine Liberation Organization said thet assistance
to Palestinian women is of great importance and necessity. She said that the
measures proposed in the document vwere based on resolutions adopted by the
United Nations expressing condemnation of Israeli occupation and that the
international community had expressed its solidarity with the Palestinian peoyple
against Zionist aggression. She said that any reservations on the document were
in opposition to the will of the international community.

265. The observer for the African National Congress stated that the issue of
Palestinian women was primarily political; recourse to violence by either the
African peoples in South Africa or by Palestinians was not their own choice, but
was the sole recourse left to them.

266. The representative of Israel strongly contended that the injection of the
question of the Palestinian women into the agenda was a manipulation of the cause
of women that was used as a pretext for propagating extraneous interests. She
stated that Israel's programmes to improve health, education and employnent
conditions of all persons in the territories under Israeli administration had

to be viewed in light of Israel's rejection of socioc-economic stagnation until

a peace settlement was successfully achieved. She stated that the report on
which the proposed measures were based was unsubstantiated and distorted and that
document A/CONF.94/l itself totally ignored what she considered constructive
programmes operating to improve the conditions of Arab Palestinian women. She
strongly opposed assigning the PLO a central role in the planning of programmes,
contending that the measures would be used for strengthening what she considered
the PLO's destructuve potential rather than contribute to the advancement of

the Arab Palestinian women.

267. A number of representatives stated that the situation in the region of
Western Asia was a threat to global political stability. They stated that Israel
had deprived the Palestinian people of their basic rights such as the right to
sovereignty and to their land, as well as of other fundamental human rights.

268. A number of representatives called for a solution which went to the root of
the problem and encompassed more than material assistance. Among the measures
sugpested were the granting to Palestinian women of control over their individual
and nationzl destinies, the end of colonial settlements, and the return of
Palestinian land to its owners. The need for a durable peace in the region was
emphasgized.

269. Several representatives agreed that special assistance to Palestinian women
was justified by their vulnerability. Among the measures advocated were

(a) improvement of the information about their problems, (b) the end of
discrimination in employment, and {c) education granted as a naticnal Palestinian
right. Some representatives emphasized, however, that at best these would
provide only a minimum standard of well-being.
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270. At the conclusion of the discussion, the Committee took note of document

A/CONF.9hL/k.

7. Consideration of draft resolutions by the Second Committee

271. At meetings held from 28 to 29 July the Second Committee considered draft
resolutions as follows:

(i) Draft resolution entitled "The role of women in the preparation of
societies for life in peace" (A/CONF.9L4/C.2/L.9/Rev.l), sponsored by
Argentina, Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Colombia, the Comoros, the Congo,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, Grenada, Guinea, Hungary, Indonesia, Jamaica,
Kenya, Madagascar, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Panama,
the Philippines, Poland, Togo, United Republic of Tanzania, Uganda,
Venezuela and Zambia was adopted by 95 votes to none, with
31 abstentions (for action by the Conference see para., 274 below).

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
representatives of the United Kingdom, Switzerland, the United States of America,
Iceland, Luxembourg (on behalf of States Members of the United Nations which are
members of the Buropean Community), Israel and Yugoslavia.

(ii) Draft resolution entitled "Gathering of data concerning women through
census questionnaires (A/CONF.9%/C.2/L.23/Rev.l and Corr.l), sponsored.
by Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Jamaica,
Nicaragua, Panama, Papua New Guinea and Venezuela was adopted (for
action by the Conference see para. 276 below).

(iii) Draft resolution entitled "Intensification of drought control in the
Sahel™ (A/CONF.9L/C.2/L.24k), sponsored by Cape Verde, the Camoros,
Democratic Kampuchea, Ethiopia, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana, Grenada,
Guatemaela, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger,
Senegal, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon and )
Upper Volta was adopted (for action by the Conference see para., 270
below).

(iv) Draft resolution entitled "Assistance to Lebanese women'" ‘
(A/CONF.9k/C.2/L.25), sponsored by Algeria, on behalf of States Members
of the United Nations which are members of the League of Arz?b States,
and Uganda was adopted by 99 votes to none, with 15 abstentions (for
action by the Conference se€ para. 277 below).

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made.by the o
representatives of Israel, Austria, the United States of America, Lesotho,

Lebanon, Guatemala and Algeria.

(v) Draft resolution entitled "Women's partic_ipation in the strgngihenmg
of international peace and security and in the struggle agains

colonialism, racism, racial discerimination, foreign aggression an

i ‘nation” (A/CONF,9L/C.2/L.26)
i d all forms of foreign domination .(
O e by Benin, Bulgaria, Cuba, Cyprus,

swonsored by Afghanistan, Angola, in, : )
Z};echoslovaiia, Democratic Yemen, Ethiopla, Cerman Democratic Republic,
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Grenadfa,, C—uyar.la,, Guinea, Hungary, Lebanon, Madagascar, Mongolia,
Mr.)zzalrfl:m:ques .Nlcaragua, Panama, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Republic, Viet Nam, Zambia and Zimbabwe was adopted by 82 votes

to T, with 36 abstentions (for action by the Conference see
nara. 279 below).

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
representatives of Lesotho and Trinidad and Tobago.

(vi) Draft resolution entitled "The situation of women refugees and
displaced women the world over" (A/CONF.94/C.2/L.30) sponsored .
by Barbados, Dominican Republic, Prance, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Honduras, Italy, Japan, Lebanon, Lesotho, Meli, Peru, Somalia, Sweden,
United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America and Upper Volta
was adopted, as orally amended (for action by the Conference see
para. 281 Dbelow).

(vii) Draft resolution entitled '"The situation of displaced and refugee
women the world over" (A/CONF.94/C.2/L.60), sponsored by Algeris,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Benin, Burundi, Costa Rica, Cyprus,

Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Gebon, the Gambia, Ghana, Greece,
Guatemnela, Guinea, Guyana, Indonesia, Iran, Ivory Coast, Japan, Jordan,
Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho, Maldives, Mali, Mauritius, Morocco,
Mozambique, Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Qatar,
Somalia, Sudan, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon,
United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire,
Zambia and Zimbabwe was adopted, as orally amended, by a roll-call
vote of 100 to 1, with 30 abstentions. The result of the voting was
as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi,
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, Cape Verde, China,
Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic People's Republic of Korea,
Democratic Yemen, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, Gambia, German Democratic Republic,
Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana,
Holy See, Hungary, Indonesia, Iran, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, .
Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's Democratic Repub]..lc,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamehiriya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritenia, Mexico, Mongolia,
Mozambigue, Nepal, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Pansama,
Papue New Guinea, Philippines, Poland, Qatar,
Republic of Korea, Romania, Rwanda, San Marinof
Seo Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Somalia, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Switzerland, Syrian Areb Republic, Thailand, Togo,
Tyinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet ]
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United ReI.)ubllc
of Cameroon, United Republic of Tenzania, Uruguay, Viet Nam,
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Against: United States of America.
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Abstaining: Australia, Belgium, Botswana, Canada, Chile, Colombia,
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Grenada, Iceland, India, Iraqg, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Luxembourg, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealend, Nicaragua,
Norway, Peru, Portugal, Spain, Suriname, Sweden,
United Kingdom, Venezuela.

(for action by the Conference see para. 284 below).

Statements in explanation of vote or or reservation were made by the
representatives of the United States of America, Luxembourg (on behalf of the
Stetes Members of the United Nations which are members of the REuropesn Community),
Austria, Libyan Arab Jemahiriya, Viet Tam, Switzerland, Turkey, New Zealand,

Irag, Honduras, Uganda, Afghanistan, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, India, Angola,
Cyprus and Nigeria.

The representative of Viet Nam expressed reservations to the eighth preambular
paragraph of the draft resolution as adopted.

The representatives of Irag and Morocco supported the resolution and said they
should have, in fact, voted in favour instead of inadvertently abstaining,

(viii) Draft resclution entitled "Integrated approach to the health and
welfare of women' (A/CONF.9L4/C.2/L.31/Rev.l), sponsored by Australia,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Honduras, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan,
Lebanon, Lesotho, Malaysia, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Parsguay,
the Philippines, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia and United States, was
adopt?d, as orally amended (for action by the Conference see para. 288
below).

(ix) Draft resolution entitled "International Center for Public Enterprises
in Developing Countries (ICPE)" (A/CONF.9L/C.2/L.3k4), sponsored by
Algerie, Ghana, Honduras, Irag, Jamaica, Jordan, Lebanon, Pakigtan,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, Venezuelsa, Yugoslavia and Zambia, was adopted
(for action by the Conference see para.. 288 below).

(x) Draft resolution entitled "International Conference on Sanctions
against South Africa" (A/CONF.94/C.2/L.37), sponsored by Afghanistan,
Algeria, Angola, Congo, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Gambia, German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Grenada, Guyana, Lebanon,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Mongolia, Mozambigue, Nicaragua, Sudan,
Trinidad and Tobago, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania end
Yugoslavia, was adopted by 89 votes to 9, with 21 abstentions
(for action by the Conference see para. 289 below).

(xi) Draft resolution entitled "International legislation to prevent the
abandonment of families" (A/CONF.94/C.2/L.39/Rev.l), sponsored by
Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Peru and the Philippines, was adopted,
as orally amended, by 52 votes to none, with 53 abstentions (for
action by the Conference see para. 289 below).
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(xii) Draft resolution entitled "Situation of Wemen in Chile"
(A/CONF.9L4/C.2/L.40), sponsored by Afghanistan, Algeria, Cubs,
Democratic Yemen, Grenads, Jamaica , Madagascar, Mexico, Mozambique
Nicaragua and Yugoslavia, was adopted by a roll-call vote of ’
T0 to 7, with 38 abstentions. The result of the vote was as follows:

In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Barbados,
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Bulgaria, Burundi,
Byelorussien Soviet Socialist Republic, Canada, Cape Verde,
Congo, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic People's
Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen, Demmark, Ethiopia, Fiji,
Finland, German Democratic Republic, Greece, Grenada, Guines,
Guinea~-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq,
Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lesotho,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Maldives,
Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambiqgue, Netherlands, New Zealand,
Nicaragua, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,
Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Sudan, Sweden, Togo, Trinidad and
Tobago, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela,
Viet Nam, Yugoslavia.

Against: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Guatemala, Honduras, Peru, Uruguay.

Abstaining: Angola, Botswana, China, Colombia, Costa Rica,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, France, Gabon,
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Holy See, Indonesia,
Israel, Ivory Coast, Japan, Lebanon, Malawi, Malaysia,
Morocco, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pekistan, Panama, Philippines,
Spain, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Switzerland, Thailand, Tunisia,
Turkey, United Kingdom, United Republic of Cameroon,
United States of America, Zaire (for action by the Conference
see para. 292 below).

Subsequently, the delegation of Paraguay stated that, had it been present at the
time of the vote, it would have voted against the draft resolution. The
delegation of Jordan stated subsequently that it had inadvertently voted in
favour of the draft resolution and had intended to abstain.

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
representatives of Lesotho, Uruguay, United States of America, Switzerland,
Zaire, Byelorussian SSR, Peru, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, Honduras and Guatemala.

(xiii) Draft resolution entitled "Situation of women in E1 Salvador”
(A/CONF.94/C.2/L.41/Rev.1) sponsored by Cuba, Grenada and Nicaragua, was
adopted by U6 votes to 10, with L5 abstentions (for action by the
Conference see para. 298 below).

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the

representatives of Sweden, the Federal Republic of Germany, the United States
of America, Brazil and Venezuela.
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(xiv) Draft resolution entitled "Control of illicit traffic in drugs"
(A/CONF.9k/C.2/L.42/Rev.1), sponsored by Colombia, FEeypt, Honduras,
Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Nicaragua, the Philippines, Pexru,
Thailand and Turkey, was adopted, as orally amended (for action by
the Conference see para. 303 below).

(xv) Draft resolution entitled "Strengthening the women's programmes and
appointment of women in the Secretariat of the regional commissions
and agencies of the United Nations" (A/CONF.94/C.2/L.43), sponsored
by Ghana, Guatemsala, Guinea, Iraq, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Omen, United Arab Emirates and United Republic of Cameroon, was adopted,
as orally amended (for action by the Conference see para. 303 below).

(xvi) Draft resolution entitled "Co-ordination of status of women's issues
within the United Nations system"” (A/CONF.94/C.2/L.4k and Corr.l),
sponsored by Australia, Colombia, Egypt, Guatemala, Guyana, Joxrdan,
Norway, Tunisie and United States of America, was adopted, as orally
amended (for action by the Conference see para. 303 below).

In connexion with this draft resolution, the representative of Australia

requested that the Secretariat document A/CONF.94/C.2/CRP.1 should be considered
in conjunction with the resolution. The representative of the USSR reserved her
position.

(xvii) Draft resolution entitled "Question of missing and disappeared persons”
(A/CONF.94/C.2/1..45), sponsored by Australia, Austria, Barbados,
Canada, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Ghans, Greece, Grenadas, Honduras, Jamaica,
Lebanon, the Netherlands, Norway, Spain, Switzerland, Tunisia and
United Kingdom, was adopted, as orally amended. After the adoption of
the draft resolution, the representative of Turkey made a statement
(for action by the Conference see para. 303 below).

(xviii) Draft resolution entitled "Women in the United Nations Secretariat'
(A/CONF.94/C.2/L.bh6), sponsored by Austria, Barbados, Canada,
Guatemala, Guyana, Jamaica, Jordan, Lebanon, the Netherlands,
New Zesland, Trinidad and Tobago, and United States of America, was
adopted, as orally amended (for action by the Conference see para. 303
below).

(xix) Draft resolution entitled "International Drinking Water Supply and
Sanitation Decade" (A/CONF.9L/C.2/L.47), sponsored by Angola,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Botswana, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Grenada, Guatemalsa,
Guinea, Honduras, Indonesia, Ivory Coast, Jordan, Kenya, Lebanon,
Lesotho, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal,
Niger, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru, the Philippines, Somalia,
Sri Lanka, Swaziland, Switzerland, Tunisia, United Republic of
Tanzania, United States of America and Zambia, was adopted as orally
amended (for action by the Conference see para. 303 below).

(xx) Draft resolution entitled "On the right of all countries to seek

development assistance from any and all sources, free from threats
and attacks' (A/CONF.94/C.2/L.48), sponsored by Afghanistan, Angola,
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Cuba, Grenada, Guinea-Bissau, Iraq, Madagascar, Mozambique,
Nicaragua, Nigeria, Seychelles, and Viet Nam was adopted by
62 votes to none, with 49 abstentions.

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
representatives of China, Costa Rica, Lesotho, the Federal Republic of Germany,
Senegal, United Republic of Tanzanis and United States of America (for action
by the Conference see para. 305 below).

(xxi) Draft resolution entitled "Assistance to Sahrawi women"
(A/CONF.9L4/C.2/L.L9), sponsored by Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola,
Burundi, Cape Verde, Cuba, Democratic Yemen, Iran,

Libyan Arab Jamahiriye, Madagascer, Mozambique, Nicaraguas and
Viet Nam, was adopted 8/ as orally amended, by a roll-call vote
of 55 votes to 10, with L1 abstentions, as follows:

8/ Prior to the adoption of this resolution, the Committee decided by a
roll-call vote to waive the requirement set cut in rule 26 of the rules of
procedure of the Conference, and therefore resolved not to postpone consideration
of this draft resolution as orally amended. The voting, in which a negative
vote meant the waiver of the requirement in rule 26, was 11 votes to 53, with
42 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

In favour: Egypt, Gabon, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Morocco, Niger, Senegal,
Tunisia, Turkey, United Republic of Camercon, Zaire.

Against: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Barbados, Benin, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussisn SSR,
Cape Verde, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, German Democratic Republic,
Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungary,
India, Iran, Jamaica, Kenya, Libyan Arab Jamahiriysa,
Madagascar, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Panama, Sac Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Suriname,
Syrian Arab Republic, Togo, Ukrainian SSR, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Zambia, Zimbabwve.

Abstaining: 3Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Comoros, Democratic Kampuchea,
Denmark, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, Federal
Republic of, Guatemals, Iceland, Iraq, Israel, Italy, Japen,
Jordan, Lebanon, Luxembourg, Melaysia, Maldives, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Oman, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Portugal, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden,
Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom,
United Republic of Tanzania, United States of America,
Yugoslavia.
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In favour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi,
Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde, Congo, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakie, Democratic People's Republic of Korea,
Democratic Yemen, Dominican Republie, Ethiopia,

German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Grenada,
Guinea~Bissau, Guyana, Hungary, India, Iran, Jamaica, Kenya,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madegascar, Malawi, Mali, Mexico,
Mongolia, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Panama,
Seychelles, Suriname, Syrian Arad Republic, Ukrasinian SSR,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Republic of
Tanzania, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

Against: Gabon, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Morocco, Niger, Senegal, Tunisia,
United Republic of Cameroon, United States of America, Zaire.

Abstaining: Belgium, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Comoros, Democratic Kampuchea,
Demmark, Beuador, Fiji, Finland, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Lesotho, Luxembourg,
Malaysia, Maldives, Netherlands, New Zealand, Noxway, Oman,
Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Portugal,
Rwanda, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Togo,
Turkey, United Kingdom, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela.

(For action by the Conference see para. 307 ‘below).

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
representatives of Turkey, the Sudan, Egypt, United States of Americsa,
Guinea-Bissau, Luxembourg (on behalf of the States Members of the United Nations
vhich are members of the European Community), Nigeria, Lesotho, Tunisia, Pakistan,
Mali, Austris, Ivory Coast, Gabon, Dominican Republic, Morocco, the Congo,
Yugoslavia, Angols and Botswana.

(xxii) Draft resolution entitled "International assistance for the
reconstruction of Nicaragua" (A/CONF.94/C.2/L.50), sponsored by
Brazil, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Grensda,
Jamaica, Niceragua, Panama, Peru, Spain and Venezuele, was adopted,
as orally amended (for action by the Conference see para. 316 below).

(xxiii) Draft resolution emtitled "Women and development assistance programmes'
(A/CONF.94/C.2/L.51/Rev.1l), sponsored by Australia, Egypt, Ethiopia,
Fiji, Ghana, Guyana, Jamaica, Kenya, Lesotho, Malaysia,
Papua New Guinesa, Paraguay, the Philippines, Samoa, Sweden, Thailand,
United Republic of Tanzania, Zambis and Zimbabwe, was adopted by
consensus {(for action by the Conference see para. 316 below)

(xxiv) Draft resolution entitled "Health and well-being of the women of
the Pacific't (A/CONF.9L/C.2/L.52), sponsored by Australia, Fiji,
Honduras, Japan, Lebanon, Wew Zealand, Papua New Guinea and Samoa,
was adopted, as orally amended. The representative of the People’s
Republic of China made a statement of reservation with respect to
the draft resolution (for action by the Conference see para. 316

below).
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(xxv) Draft resolution entitled "The International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women" (A/CONF.9L/C.2/L.53),
sponsored by Barbados, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuedor, France,
Gabon, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Mexico, Nicaragua, Norway,
the Philippines . Rwanda, Turkey, United Republic of Cameroon and
Yugoslavia was adcpted, as orally amended (for action by the
Conference see para. 316 below).

(xxvi) Draft resolution entitled "Establishment and strengthening of
machinery for the integration of women in development”
(A/CONF.94/C.2/T..54), sponsored by Burundi, Congo, Gabon, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Paraguay, Rwanda, Togo and United
Republic of Cameroon, was adopted. The representative of Argentina
made a statement of reservation concerning the draft resolution
(for action by the Conference see para. 316 below).

(xxvii) Draft resolution entitled "Strengthening the role of the Commission
on the Status of VWomen'" (A/CONF.94/C.2/L.55/Rev.l), sponsored by
Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Egypt, Fthiopia, France, Gabon, Greece,
Guinea, Honduras, Indonesia, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lebanon, Malaysia,
Nicaragua, the Philippines, Romania, Rwanda, Senegel, Thailand,

Togo, Turkey, United Republic of Cameroon, Venezuelsa, Zaire, Zambia
and Zimbabwe, was adopted (for action by the Conference see para. 316
below) .

(xxviii) Draft resolution entitled "Women and nutritional self-sufficiency'
(A/CONF.94/C.2/1..56/Rev.1) sponsored by Barbados, Cape Verde, Ethiopia,
Gabon, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Lebanon, Madagascar, Mali,
Niger, Togo, United Republic of Cameroon and Upper Volts, was adopted,
as orally smended (for action by the Conference see para. 316 below).

(xxix) Draft resolution entitled "Voluntary Fund for the United Nations
Decade for Women" (A/CONF.94/C.2/L.5T), sponsored ty Burundi, Congo,
Egypt, Gabon, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast, Lebanon, Niger,
Norway , Rwanda, Senegal, Togo, United Republic of Camercon and Zambia,
was adopted, as orally amended (for action by the Conference see
para. 316 below).

(xxx) Draft resolution entitled "Apartheid and women in South Africa and
Nemibia" (A/CONF.94/C.2/L.58/Rev.l), sponsored by Algeria, Angola,
Barbados, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde, Central African Empire,
Chad, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea,
Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea~Bissau,
Guyana, Irag, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Kenya, Kuwait, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Liveria, Libyen Arab Jamehiriye, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania,
Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Qatar, Rwanda,

Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia,
Suden, Swaziland, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Uganda,

United Republic of Camercon, United Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta,
Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe, was adopted by a vote of

84 votes to 4, with 18 abstentions, as orally amended (for action by
the Conference see para. 320 below).
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Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the representatives
of Luxembourg (on behalf of the States Members of the United Nations which are
members of the European Community), Lesotho, United Kingdom, Portugal, Denmark

(on behalf of Norway, Sweden and Finland), Austria, Uruguay, Nepal and Botswana.
Thereafter, a statement was made by the representative of the United Nations
Special Committee against Apartheid.

(xxxi) Draft resolution entitled "Exploitation of the prostitution of others
and traffic in persons” (A/CONF.94/C.2/L.59/Rev.l), sponsored by
Argentina, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ethiopia, France, Guatemala,
Holy See, Honduras, Lebanon, Portugal, Switzerland, Trinidad and Tobago,
United Kingdom, United States of America and Zaire, was adopted, as
orally amended (for action by the Conference see para. 316 below).

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the representatives
of Jamaica, Mozambique and Iran.

(xxxii) Draft resolution entitled "The situation in Bolivia" (A/CONF.94/C.1/L.30),
sponsored by Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Nicaragua, Panama, Spain, United States of America, Venezuela and
Yugoslavia, was adopted by a vote of 50 votes to 3, with 37 abstentions
(for action by the Conference see para. 322 below).

Statements in explsnation of vote or of reservation were made by the representatives
of Honduras, Mexico, Switzerland, Brazil, Peru, Guatemala, Paraguay, Chile,
Argentina and Uruguay.

(xxxiii) Draft resolution entitled "Implementation of the goals of the United
Nations Decade for Women within the framework of the United Nations
efforts to achieve the New International Economic Order"
(A/CONF.9L4/C.2/1,.61), sponsored by Algerisa, Argentine, Cape Verde,
Costa Rica, Ecuador, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana,
Honduras, Iraq, Jordan, Mexico, Nicaragua, Niger, Wigeria, Panama,

Sri Lanka, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania,
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe, was adopted, as
orally amended, by a vote of 88 votes to none, with 13 abstentions (for
action by the Conference see para. 324 below).

Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the representatives
of the United States of America and Luxembourg (on behalf of the States Members of
the United Nations which are members of the European Community).

(xxxiv) Draft resolution entitled "Women in agriculture and rural areas"
(A/CONF.9L4/C.2/1,.62), sponsored by Barbados, Botswana, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Ecuador, Egypt, Ghana, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras,
Jamaica, Lesotho, Malawi, Mexico, Nicaragua, Papua New Guinea, Suriname,
Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United States, Zambia and
Zimbabwe, was adopted, as orally amended (for action by the Conference
see para. 316 below).
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8. Recormendations of the Second Committee

272, The Second Committee recommended to the Conference the adoption of Part Three
of the draft Programme of Action for the second half of the United Nations Decade
for Women as set out in annex I to the Committee's report (A/CONF.9L4/L.22). 1In
addition, the Committee recomended to the Conference the adoption of draft
resolutions I to XXXIV as set out in annex II to the Committee's report
(A/CONF,94/L.22/44d.3 and Corr.l, Add.3A, 3B, 3C, 3D and 3E),

9., Action taken in plenary on the
report of the Second Cormittee

273, The report of the Second Committee (A/CONF.9L4/L.22 and Add,1-4), which was
introduced by the Committee's Rapporteur, was considered at the 20th and 21st
plenary meetings of the Conference on 30 July 1980. At these meetings the
Conference took action on the Second Committee's recommendations, in particular on
Part Three of the draft Programme of Action as revised by the Committee and on the
3L draft resolutions (I to XXXIV) recommended by the Committee.

27h. At the 20th plenary meeting the Conference adopted by 97 votes to none, with
30 abstentions, draft resolution I entitled "The role of women in the preparation
of societies for life in peace" as recommended by the Second Committee (for the
text see chap. I above, resolution T).

275. The delegation of Denmark formulated reservations with respect to the
resolution as adopted.

276. At the same meeting the Conference adopted without a vote draft resolution II
entitled "Gathering of data concerning women through census questionnaires" and
draft resolution III entitled "Intensification of drought control in the Sahel" as

recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap, I above,
resolutions 8 and 9).

27T7. Also at the same meeting the Conference adopted by 112 votes to none, with
9 abstentions, draft resolution IV entitled "Assistance to Lebanese women' as
recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I above,

resolution 10).

278. Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
delegations of Israel, Austria, the United States of America, Lesotho, Lebanon,
Guatemala and Algeria.

279. The Conference adopted by TT7 votes to 6, with 35 abstentions, draft
resolution V entitled "Women's participation in the strengthening of international
peace and security and in the struggle against colonialism, racism, racial
discrimination, foreign aggression and occupation and all forms of foreign
domination" as recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I
above, resolution 11).

280, The delegation of Lesotho made a statement in explanation of its vote,
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281, The Conference adopted without a vote draft resolution VI entitled "The
situation of women refugees and displaced women the world over" as recommended by
the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I above, resolution 12).

202. The delegation of Pakistan stated, with reference to the last preambular
paragraph of the resolution, that Pakistan was not a signatory to the Convention
and Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees because it had reservations with
respect to some of the provisions of those instruments. Nevertheless, Pakistan
fully supported the spirit of the resolution, as was demonstrated by Pakistan's
actual and humaniterian position with respect to refugees,

283. The delegation of China stated that it supported the decision to provide
humanitarian assistance to woman refugees throughout the world. However, it
considered it necessary to recognize that the root causes of the existence of the
large number of refugees at present were foreign aggression and foreign occupation.
All foreign aggressors must withdraw their troops from the countries concerned.
Otherwise, it was difficult to stop the continuous emergence of refugees,

28L4. The Conference adopted by a roll-call vote of 97 votes to none, with 29
abstentions, draft resolution VII entitled "The situation of displaced and refugee
women the world over" as recommended by the Second Committee, as orally amended
(for the text see chap. T above, resolution 13)}. The result of the vote was as
follows: '

In favour: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin,
Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde, China,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Democratic KXampuchea,
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon,
"German Democratic Republic, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala,
Cuinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Holy See, Hungary, Indonesia,
Iran, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Kuwait,

Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriva, Madagascar, Ualawi, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania,
Mexico, Mongolia, }Morocco, Mozambigque, Wepal, Niger, Nigeria,
Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua Wew Guinea, Philippines, Poland,
Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe,
Senegal, Seychelles, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and
Tobago, Turkey, Ukrainian SSR, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, United
Republic of Tanzania, Upper Volta, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam,
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe,

Apainst: None,

Abstaining: Australia, Belgium, Botswana, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Demmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of, Haiti, Honduras,
Iceland, Indies, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Paraguay, Peru, Portugal, Spain, Swaziland,
Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America,
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285, In a statement made in explanation of its vote on the draft resolution just
adopted, the delegation of Switzerland stated that it had voted in favour of the
draft resolution because it reaffirmed a principle to which Switzerland attached
importance, namely that laid down in article 13, paragraph 2, of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, proclaiming the right of everyone to leave any
country, including his own, and to return to his country. Switzerland's vote on
the draft resolution was motivated by humanitarian considerations; the Swiss
delegation would not at that juncture express an opinion regarding the origins of
the drama of refugees and displaced persons, but expressed the hope that the
refugee problems would be resolved in other forums. The SBwiss delegation added
that, for the same reason, it had abstained in the votes on other draft resolutions
of a political nature which it considered extranecus to the subject of the
Conference.

286, The delegation of India made a statement explaining its abstention in the
vote on draft resolution VII.

287. Subsequently, the delegations of Bangladesh, Congo, Jordan, Maldives, Tunisia
and Uganda announced that, had they been present at the time of the vote, they
would have voted in favour of the resolution.

288, The Conference adopted without a vote draft resolution VIITI entitled
"Integrated approach to the health and welfare of women" and draft resolution IX
entitled "International Center for Public Enterprises in Developing Countries" as
recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I above,

resolutions 1Y% and 15).

289. The Conference then adopted by 75 votes to T, with 22 abstentions, draft
resolution X entitled "International Conference on Sanctions against South Africa™
as recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I above,
resolution 16).

290. The Conference proceeded to adopt by 75 votes to none, with 35 abstentions,
draft resolution XI entitled "International legislation to prevent the
abandonment of families" as recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see
chap. I above, resolution 17),

201, The delegation of Nigeria wade & statement in explanation of vote.

292, Still at the 20th plenary meeting the Conference adopted by 69 votes to 8,
with 39 abstentions, draft resolution XII entitled "Situation of women in Chile"
(for the text see chap., I above, resolution 18),

293, The delegation of Chile stated that it considered that the subject-matter of
the resoluticn was outside the competence of the Conference.

29L4. The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany, in a statement in
explanation of its vote, stated that by reason of its position in favour of the
respect for human rights all over the world it had been able to accept the
resolution just adopted, particularly in view of the terms of operative
paragraphs 1 to 5., At the same time, it pointed out that there had been some
welcome improvements as regards the human rights situation in Chile, though it
acknowledged that the situation in that country could not as yet be considered
satisfactory; the delegation expressed the hope that the situation in Chile would
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continue to improve and that human rights would be fully respected. The delegation
of the Federal Republic of Germany added that it regretted the continued selective
treatment of Chile; in a considerable number of countries the human rights

situation - in particular in so far as it affected women - was by no means better,
and in many cases worse, than in Chile. The delegation expressed its sympsathy for
the suffering of all human beings, espeeially women, who were victims of force and in
distress, It voiced concern particularly for the Population in areas which were
affected by military conflicts and in which foreign military forces were operating,
as for instance in Afghanistan and Cambodia.

295. The delegation of Paraguay stated that it had voted sgainst the draft
resolution entitled "Situation of women in Chile" because, in its opinion, the
Conference was not competent to deal with the subject-matter of the resolution and
because of Paraguay's constant respect for the principle of non-intervention in
the internal affairs of States,

296. Statements in explanation of their votes on the same draft resolution were
made by the delegations of Argentina, Guatemala, Haiti and Lesotho.

297. The delegation of Nicaragua stated subsequently that, had it been present at
the time of the vote, it would have voted in favour of the draft resolution.

298, At the same meeting the Conference adopted by a roll-call vote of 55 votes to
11, with 46 abstentions, draft resolution XIIT entitled "Situation of women in

El Salvador" as recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I
above, resolution 19). The result of the vote was as follows:

In favour: Algeria, Angola, Australia, Austria, Beahrain, Belgium, Benin,
Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic FPeople's Republic of ¥orea, Demccratic
Yemen, Denmark, Ethiopia, Finland, German Democratic Republic,
Greece, Grenada, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Hungery, Iceland,
Iraq, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic
Republic, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Luxemhourg, Madagascar,
Mongolia, Mozambique, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Poland,
Romania, Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Sweden, Syrian Arab
Republic, Ukraipian S8R, Union of Soviet Socialist Republies,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United
Republic of Tanzania, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zambia, Zimbabwe,

Against: Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Guatemala, Hond_urasv,
Paraguay, Peru, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela,

Abstaining: Ferbades, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia, Demccratic Kampuchea,
Dominican Republic, Fgypt, Fiji, France, Gabon, Germany, Federal
Republic of, Chana, Haiti, India, Israel, Ivory Coast, Japan,
Lesotho, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mexico, Morocco, Niger,
Wigeria, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Philippines,
Portupgal , Rwvande, Senegal, 3pain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinamre,
Swaziland, Switzerlend, Thaeiland, Topo, Trinidad and Tobago,
Turkey, United Republic of Cameroon, Upper Volta, Zaire.
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299, The delegation of Venezuela, in a statement explaining its vote against the
draft resolution entitled "The situation of the women in El Salvador", said that
Venezuela had demonstrated its attachment to the respect and promotion of human
rights in their political, economic, social, civil and cultural dimensions. In
keeping with its attitude and strictly within the context of the American continent,
the Govermment of Venezuela had expressed its sympathy and support for the efforts
made in F1 Salvador to institutionalize liberty and democracy and to establish a
climate of peace leading to the realization of those objectives, Venezuela
categorically condemned violence and terrorism of any kind that tended to prevent
the people of El Salvador from living in peace and freedom. A long period of
oppression and social injustice and also the interference of outside interests
were the causes of machinations to frustrate the aspirations to peace, freedom and
social justice in Fl Salvador and attempts were being made to maintain earlier
forms of tyranny or to replace them by no less cruel ones. Venezuela condemned
acts of violence against women and children, young persons, adults and aged persons
in E1 Salvador as well as terrorism, kidnapping, murder and all other forms of
oppression and violence. The delegation of Venezuela had decided to vote against
the resolution because it regarded it as partial, limited, incomplete and
inaccurate in various of its provisions.

300. The delegation of Paraguay stated that it had voted against the resolution on
the grounds that its subject-matter was outside the competence of the Conference
and because Paraguay remained faithful to the principle of non-interference in the
domestic affairs of other States,

301, The delegation of Honduras stated that it had voted against the draft
resolution in keeping with the policy of Honduras of observing the principle of
non-intervention in the internal affairs of other States. In addition, this
delegation stated that the moment was not opportune for a decision of this nature,
inasmuch as a process of mediation was going on for the purpose of settling
disputes between Honduras and El Salvador.

302. Statements in explanation of vote on draft resolution XIII were made by the
delegations of Argentina, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Haiti and Uruguay. Subsequently
the delegation of Nicaragua stated that, had it been present at the time of the
vote, it would have voted in favour of draft resolution XIII,

303. At the 21st plenary meeting the Conference adopted without a vote the
following draft resolutions recommended by the Second Committee:

Draft resolution XIV entitled "Control of illicit traffic in drugs"
(for the text see chap. I above, resolution 20)

Draft resolution XV entitled "Strengthening the women's programmes and
appointment of women in the secretariat of the regional commissions and
agencies of the United Nations" (for the text see chap., I above,
resolution 21)

Draft resolution XVI entitled "Co-ordination of status of women's issues
within the United Natiocns system" (for the text see chap. I above,
resolution 22)

Draft resolution XVII entitled "Question of missing and disappeared persons'
(for the text see chap. T above, resolution 23)
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Draft resolution XVIII entitled “Women in the United Nations Secretariat”
(for the text see chap. I above, resolution 24)

Draft resolution XIX entitled "International Drinking Water Supply and
Sanitation Decade" (for the text see chap. I above, resolution 25).

304, The delegation of Argentina made a statement concerning the resolution
entitled "Question of missing and disappeared persons”.

305. At the same meeting the Confer-nce adopted by 65 votes to none, with k42
abstentions, draft resolution XX entitled "On the right of all countries to seek
development assistance from any and all sources., free from threats and attacks™
(for the text see chap. I, resolution 26),

306. The delegation of China stated that it had mot participated in the vote. The
Chinese Government consistently supported developing countries in seeking economic
aid that would contribute to the development of their national economy, while
safeguarding their national independence and sovereignty and free from all threats.
However, it opposed the provision of assistance to individuasl States, that were

now engaged in external aggression and expansion which threatened regional security
and international peace, because numerous facts demonstrated that such assistance
had been used to wage aggressive wars. In view of the ambipguity of the proposal,
the Chinese delegation had not participated in the vote,

307, At the same meeting the Conference adopted by a roll-call vote of 51 votes to
10, with 38 abstentions, draft resolution XXI entitled "Assistance to Sahrawi
women'" as recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I,
resolution 34). The result of the vote was as Tollows:

In favour: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria. Barbados, Benin,
Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde.
Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Democratic People's
Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen, Fthiopia, German Democratic
Republic, Ghana,. Greece, Grenada, Guyana, Hungary, India,
Jamaica, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mexico, Mongolia, Mozambique, Nicaragua,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Poland, Rwanda, Seychelles, Suriname, Syrian
Arab Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Ukrainian SSR, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Republic of Tanzania,

Viet Nam, Yugoslavia, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Against: Gabon, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Morocco, Niger, Senegal., Tunisia,
United Republic of Cameroon, United States of America and Zaire.

Abstaining: Belgium, Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Democratic Kampuchea,
Denmark, Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Guatemala, Iceland, Ireland, Ttaly, Japan, Lesotho, Luxembourg,
Malaysia, Maldives, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Papua New
Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines. Portugal, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, United Kingdom.
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay and Venezuela.

308. The Chinese delegation stated that it had abstained in the vote on draft
resolution XXI because the Government of China had always maintained that the
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disputes between third world countries should be settled through peaceful
nerpotiations. For this reason, the Chinese delegation sincerely hoped that the
countries concerned in the question of Western Sahara would put unity first and
resolve the differences in a reasonable way through dialogue and patient
negotiations.

309. The delegation of Guinea stated that it had voted apainst the draft resolution
because, in its opinion, the Conference was not competent to deal with the subject
matter, which was being considered by the Heads of State and Government of

African States.

310. The delegation of Pakistan stated that it had voted in favour of the draft
resolution as an earnest of its support for the principle of self-determination.
At the same time, it stressed that Pakistan 4id not associate itself with any
implicit condemnation of Morocco that might be present in any part of the
resolution.

311. The delegation of Ivory Coast, referring to the resclution concerning
agsistance to Sahrawi women, stated that the question of Western Sahara was under
consideration in the Organization of African Unity. a committee of which had been
specifically entrusted with the task of finding a solution to the question.
Accordingly, the delegation of Ivory Coast considered the Conference was not
comptetent to deal with any aspect of the question and had voted against the
draft resolution, without prejudice to the position of Ivory Coast with respect
to the substance of the problem.

312. The delegation of the United Republic of Cameroon stated that it had voted
against the draft resolution because the subject-matter was at the moment under
consideration by a committee of the Organization of African Unity of which the
President of the United Republic of Cameroon was a member. Accordingly, this

delegation considered that the problem should find a regional African solution.

313. The delegation of Senegal stated that it had cast a nesative vote on the
draft resolution because it considered that the subject-matter was not within the
competence of the Conference. In its opinion, the question of Western Sahara was
an African one. This delegation was astonished to note that, despite the appeal
of the OAU to the international community to refrain from taking any action with
respect to the question, nevertheless a number of African countries had been a
party to the drafting of the resolution just adopted. The delegation of Senegal
considered that the resolution was of a political rather than a humanitarian
nature.

314k. The delegation of Nipger stated that its vote apainst the draft resolution
concerning assistance to Sahrawl women was without prejudice to the position of
Uimer in favour of the principle of self-determination of peoples. It regretted
that the Conference had not heeded the appeal of the OAU that the international
community should refrain from any action that might hamper the work of the
committee appointed by the OAUl to find a solution to the question of Western
Sahara.

315. The delegation of Morocco stated that it had been reassured by the number of
delegations which had voted on the nide of reason and objectivity. In its opinion,
the resolution concerning assistance to Sahrawl women was not within the competence
of the Conference: the subject-matter was at present being considered by a
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comnittee appointeq by the 0AU. Morocco would continue to meke efforts to restore
peace gnd concord in the Maghreb. Morocco was determined to safeguard its
integrity and was convinced that respect for international law and recourse to

Peaceful settlement of disputes were the best means of ensuring peace and security
in all the regions of the country.

316. In additior}5 at the 21st plenary meeting the Conference adopted without a
vote the following draft resolutions recommended by the Second Committee:

Draft resolution XXII entitled "International assistance for the
reconstruction of Wicaragua' (for the text see chap. I above,
resolution 35)

Draft resolution XXIII entitled 'Women and development assistance
progranmes” (for the text see chap. I above, resolution 36)

Draft resolution XXIV entitled "Health and well-being of the women
of the Pacific" (for the text see chap. I above, resolution 37)

Draft resolution XXV entitled "The International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women" (for the text see chap. I
above, resolution 38)

Draft resolution XXVI entitled "Establishment and strengthening of
machinery for the integration of women in development’ (for the
text see chap. I ubove, resolution 39)

Draft resolution XXVIT entitled "Strengthening the role of the Commission
on the Status of Women" (for the text see chap. I above, resolution 41)

Draft resolution XXVIII entitled "Women and nutritional self-sufficiency”
(for the text see chap. I above, resolution L41)

Draft resolution XXIX entitled "Voluntary Fund for the United Natighs
Decade for Women” (for the text see chap. T above, resolution h2)

Draft resolution XXXI entitled "Exploitation of the prostitution of others
and traffic in persons” (for the text see chap. I above, resolution U43)

Draft resolution XXXIV entitled "Women in agriculture and rural areas’
(for the text see chap. I above, resolution LY

317. The delegation of Argentina made a statement concerning resolution ho.

318, The Chinese delegation, referring to the resolution entitled "Health and
well-being of the women of the Pacific!’, stated that it fully understood the
concern of some Pacific countries for the health and welfare of the people apd

In May 19680, China had launched a vehicular rocket in the

women in nuclear zones. : |
ence and technology, acceleratlng the

Pacific. with the purpose of developing_sci : hnc L n
nodernization of the nation, enhancing its defensive ability. and countering the

threats of superpower hegemonism. The vehicular rocket launched by China had not
been equipped with a nuclear warhead and had not caused pollution.
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319. The delegation of Jamaica, commenting on the resolution concerning
"Exploitation of the prostitution of others and traffic in persons" expressed the
opinion that, as the Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders was scheduled to open in Caracas on 25 August 1980,
there was insufficient time for the preparation of the "concrete recommendations"
referred to in paragraph 5 of the resolution.

320. Also at the 21st plenary meeting the Conference adopted by 63 votes to b,
with 2l abstentions, draft resolution XXX entitled "Apartheid and women in Siuth

Africa and Namibia', as recommended by the Second Committee (for the text, see
chap. I, resolution 45).

321. The delegation of Botswana formulated reservations with respect to the
resolution just adopted.

322. At the same meeting the Conference adopted by 63 votes to 2, with 30
abstentions, draft resolution XXXII entitled "The situation in Bolivia" as
recommended by the Second Committee (for the text see chap. I above,
resolution L46).

323. The delegation of Peru expressed its profound concern about certain decisions
taken by the Conference - of which the resolution concerning the situation in
Bolivia was an example - that dealt with the internal affairs of a number of
countries. In this delegation’s opinion the principle of non-interference in the
domestic affairs of States should be scrupulously respected.

324, At the same meeting the Conference adopted by 92 votes to none, with 11
abstentions., draft resolution XXXIII entitled "Implementation of the goals of the
United Nations Decade for Women within the framework of the United Nations efforts
to achieve the New International Fconomic Order”, as recommended by the Second
Committee (for the text see chap. I above, resolution L47).

325. Reservations with respect to this resolution were formulated by the delegation
of Tuxembourg, on behalf of the States members of the Furopean Community. and by
the delepation of the Unifed States of America.

326. Also at the 21st plenary meeting the Conference considered Part Three of the
draft Programme of Action as recommended by the Second Committee in its report
(A/CONF.94/L.22, annex I). The Rapporteur of the Committee drew attention to a
number of errors and omissions in the draft text which should be rectified.

327. A separate vote having been requested on the paragraph entitled "Assistance
to the Palestinian women inside and outside the occupied territories", 9/
Conference adopted the paragraph by 76 votes to U, with 2L abstentions.

328, Statements in explanation of vote were made by the delegations of Canada,
Grenada, Guatemala and the United States of America.

9/ This was para. 183A in the draft text prepared by the Second Committee.

In consequence of renumbering it became para. 244 in the final version of the
Programme of Action.
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329. The delegation of Israel stated that it had voted against the paragraph,
including its title, because the text contained a number of objectionable elements.
The fact was that the Palestinian women referred to in the paragraph enjoyed &
Righer standard of living and better health and educational facilities than cver
before., Besides, the suggestion that humanitarian assistance should be provided
in consultation and co-operation with the Palestine Liberation Organization was
inadmissible. :

330. The delegations of Indonesia and Mauritania stated that, had they been
present at the time of the vote, they would have voted in favour of the paragraph.

331. The Conference thereupon adopted Part Three of the draft Programme of Action
for the second half of the United Nations Decade for Women as recommended by the
Second Committee in its report (A/CONF.9L/1.22, annex I}. (For the text as
adopted see Part Three of the Programme of Action in ckap. I above).
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C. Report of the Committee of the Whole

1. Organizational matters

332. The Conference at its 2nd plenary meeting on 15 July 1980, acting on a
recommendation of the pre-~Conference consultations, established a Committee of the
Whole to consider the Introduction and Chapters I and II, entitled, respectively
"Historical perspective” and “Conceptual framework” of the draft Programme of
Action contained in document A/CONF.94/22 and Corr.l, and to report to the plenary,

333. The Committee held four meetings. At its lst meeting, held on 17 July 1980,
the Committee elected by acclamation the following officers:

Presiding Officer: Ms. Ifigenia Martinez {(Mexico)
Deputy Presiding Officer: Mr. Umayva Tukan (Jordan)
Rapporteur: Ms. Inonge Lewanika (Zambia)

334, In connexion with its consideration of the Introduction and Chapters I and I,
the Committee had before it the relevant part of the draft Programme of Action
(Part One) and written amendments contained in documents A/CONF.94/1.1, L.3 to L.18.
These documents were introduced by the Secretary-General of the Conference.

2. Consideration of the Introduction and Chapters I and IT
of the Draft Programme of Action

335. At its 1lst meeting the Committee decided to consider the matters within its
mandate in open-ended informal consultations. At these consultations a working
group was constituted, and this group held eight meetings under the co-ordination
of the Deputy Presiding Officer. A text was prepared, entitled "Text arising from
infrrmal consultations chaired by the Deputbty Presiding Officer, Mr. Umayya Tukan,
cf the Committee of the Whole on the Introd-tion and Chapters I and II of the
Programme of Action for the Second "alf of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace” (A/CONF.9L/CW/CRP.1 and Add.1-8).

336. This text was presented to the Committee by the Presiding Officer at its
2nd meeting on 25 July 19860.

337. At its 3rd meeting on 26 July 1980, the (-mmittee adopted the following
par: rapk: of that text: 1, 6, 7-10, 13-21, 23-29, 33, 34, 36-k43.

10, At dits bth meeting on 20 July 1980, the Deputy Presiding Officer reported to
iie Committee that the informal working group had held three meetings at which

an ngloed text had been prepared for the pending paragraphs, with the exception of
P oragcaphs 2 and 5. The amended text was contained in document

LU0 /CU/CRPLVL/AAA. 9 and Add.10.

330. The Committee adopted paragraphs 3, 11, 12 and 32, and new paragraphs 6 (a),
21 (a), 31 (L), and 38 (a). 10/

. . . 3 , ! roy

10/ Tn consequence of ronuslerine, cri't paree. 3, O (a), 11, 12, 31 (aj,

(n), 32 and 38 (a) became eventually naras. 3, 12, 13, 32, 53, 35, and ho,
we dvely, in the Programme of Action as reproduced in char. T above.
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340. The Committee recommended to the Conference for adoption the texts set out in
the annex to its report (A/CONF.9L/L.23 and Add.1) (for action by the Conference -
see para. 341 below). ‘

3. Recommendations of the Committee of the Whole

341. At the 21st plenary meeting of the Conference the Deputy Presiding Officer

of the Committee of the Vhole introduced the report of the Committee
(A/CONF.9L/L.23 and Add.1). He reported that in the course of formal snd informal
discussions the Committee had worked out agreed texts for most of the paragraphs
that were to constitute Part One of the future Programme of Action., These texts
were recormended to the Conference for adoption. He further reported that the
Conmittee had not been able to reach agreement on a text for pafagraphs 2 and >

of the introduction to Part One.

4. Action taken in plenary on the report of the Committee of the Vhole

3b2. At the 2lst plenary meeting the Conference adopted without a vote paragraphs 1
to 44 of Part One of the draft Programme of Action for the second half of the
United Wations Decade for Viomen as recommended by the Committee of the Whole, with
the exception of paragraphs 2 and 5 (for the text as adopted see Part One of the
Programme of Action in chap. T above). 11/

343, As regards paragraph 2, after some discussion the Deputy Presiding Officer
of the Committee of the Whole proposed to the Conference for adoption the following
text:

"In 1975, International Women's Year, a World Conference was held in
Mexico City which adopted the World Plan of Action for the United Mations
Decade for Women: Pquality, Development and Peace, 1976-1985, and the
Declaration on the Iguality of Vomen and their Contribution to Development
and Peace. The principles and objectives proclaimed at the Mexico City
Conference for the Decade for Viomen: FEquality, Development and Peace are
still relevant today and constitute the basis of action for the Decade.

They were further reaffirmed by a number of United Nations regional, sectorsl
and international meetings as well as by the social and economic
recommendations of the Conference of Non-Aligned and Developing Countries on
The Role of Women in NDevelopment held in Baghdad in May 1979, which were
endorsed by the sixth summit of Heads of State and Govermment of

Non Aligned Countries.”

3klk. The Conference adopted this text for paragraph 2 by a roll-call vote of
86 votes to 7, with 23 abstentions (for the text see the Programme of Action in
chap. I above). The result of the vote was as follows:

11/ In consequence of renumbering, the paragraphs became Paras. 1 to UG
in the final version of the Programme of Action.
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In favour: Algcr:ia, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan
Bl":::v.le9 Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde, ,
China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen, 5
Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, German Democratic
Republic, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary,
India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya,
Kt}wait, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mexico,
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria,
Cman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Poland, Portugal,
Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Spain, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad angd
Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian SSR, Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Venezuela, Viet Nam,
Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Against: Australia, Canada, Israel, Paraguay, Peru, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of America,

Abstaining: Austria, Belgium, Chile, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Finland,
France, Germany, Federal Republic of, CGuatemala, Holy See,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Upper Volia
and Uruguay.

345, In a statement explaining its vote against paragraph 2 as proposed, the
deleration of the United States of America stated that the efforts to achieve
consensus had not succeeded in producing a generally acceptable text for that
paragraph. Specifically, the United States delegation objected to certain
references in paragraph 2. Vhereas in 1975 in Mexico City the World Plan of
Action had been adopted by consensus, the Declaration of Mexico had not; in fact,
many delegations, including that of the United States, had voted against the
Declaration. Similarly, the reference in paragraph 2 to the Baghdad Conference
wag not acceptable to the United States delegation, for like many other delegations
it could not subscribe to the recommendations of conferences at which it had not
teen representcd.

3LE. S¢ far as paragraph 5 was concerned, the representative of India drew
attention to a text for that paragraph which his delegation had submitted earlier
on behalf of the members of the Group of 77 (A/CONF.94/L.3) and which he now
rropesed to the Conference for adoption. The text read as follows:

“t . Without peace and stability there can be no development. TPeace is
thus @ jrerequisite to development. Moreover peacc will not be lasting
without development and the elimination of inequalities and discrimination
a*t nll levels. RKquality of participation in the development of friendly
relations and co-operation among States will contribute to the strengthening
i teace to the development of women themselves and to eguality of rights
1 oll levels and in all spheres of life, as well as to the struggle to
eliminate imperialism, colonialism, neo-colonialism, zionism, racism, racial

diserimination, apartheid, hegemonism, and foreign occupation, domination
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and‘opp?ession as well as full respect for the dignity of the peoples and
thelr right to self-determination and independence without foreign

interference or intervention and to promote guarantees of fundamental
freedoms and human rights.”

3h7. The rep?esentative of Senegal expressed the opinion that the text did not
involve any issue of substance and hence that its adoption and the adoption of

the remaining paragraphs of the Draft Programme of Action required only a simple
majority. "

348. The representative of Israel contested this view, and asked for a separate
vote on the word "zionism".

349. The delegation of Netherlands proposed that the Conference should decide by
a vote whether the text of paragraph 5 as proposed by India raised a question of
substance or one of procedure.

350. A procedural debate ensucd in the course of which the delegation of Egypt
moved the closure of the debate. The motion was carried.

351. The Conference then proceeded under rule 31, paragraph 3, of the rules of
procedure, to vote on the preliminary question - itself to be determined by a
simple majority - whether the text of paragraph 5 involved a matter of substance
or, as the representative of Senegal considered, one of procedure.

352. By 59 votes to 37, with 13 abstentions, the Conference decided that a matter
of procedure was involved.

353. On the motion of the represéntative of Senegal the Conference further
decided Ly 69 votes to 2k, with 25 abstentions, to vote first on paragraph 5 as a
whole.

354, The text of paragraph 5 as proposed by India was adopted by a roll-call Yote
of 69 votes to 2k, with 25 sbstentions (for the text see the Programme of Actlon
in chap, T above). The result of the vote was as follows:

In favour: Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Benin? Brazil,
Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian SSR, Cape Verde, China, qongo,
Cuba, Cyprus, Crechoslovakia, Democratic People'’s Republlg of
Korea, Democratic Yemen, Egypt, Ethiopia, Germag Democratlg
Republic, Grenada, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia,
TIraq, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lag People's Democratic .
Republic, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar? Malaysia,
Maldives, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Niger,
Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan, Philippines, Polagd, Qatar, Rwan@a,
Senegal, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Syr%an Arab Rgpubllcz -
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian SSR, Union Qf Soviet Soglallot
Republics, United Arab FEmirates, United Republic gf Tanzanla,
Upper Volta, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zambla

and Zimbabwe.

Against: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France,

Germany, Federal Republic of, Guatemalsa, Iceland, Ireland,

therlands, New Zealand, Norway,
Tsrael, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, i, e wam of

gwitzerland, Unl
Paraguay, reru, Portugal, Sweden, . ;
Greaz Br;tain and Northern Ireland and United States of America.
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Abstaining: Barbados, Bhutan, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, Fiji, Gabon, Ghana, Greece, Ivory Coast,
Jamaica, Lesotho, Mexico, Nepal, Papus New Guinea, Spain,
Suriname, Swaziland, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobage, United
Republic of Cameroon, Uruguay and Zaire.

355. Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation were made by the
delegations of Japan, Bhutan, Israel, Ecuador, Colombia, Argentina, New Zealand,
Egypt, United States of America, Venezuela, Senegal, Australia, Gabon, Costa Rica,
Tuxembourg (on behalf of the States members of the European Community), Guatemala.,
Upper Volta, Nepal, Switzerland, Dominican Republic and Nigeria.

356. The United States delegation, explaining its vote against paragraph 5, stated
that i1t categorically rejected the language in the paragraph which equated '
"zionism" with such pejorative terms as 'racism”, "colonialism" and .
"neo~colonialism®™. The delegation added that modern zionism was the movement that
had resulted in the founding of the State of Israel, a full Member of the United
Nations and respectful of human rights and the fundamental principles of
democracy. To equate zionism with colonialism and imperialism was tantamount, in
a sense, to saying that the destruction of Israel was a prerequisite of peace and
a just settlement in the Middle East. The United States delegation stressed that
Israel?s legitimacy and right to exist should not be questioned.

357. The delegation of New Zealand stated that it had voted against paragraph 5
because it considered the use of the word "zionism" unacceptable in a document
which, this delegation had hoped, would concentrate on problems of fundamental
concern to women. In the opinion of the New Zealand delegation zionism could not
be equated with, for instance, racism or apartheid.

358. The delegation of Venezuela stated that it reserved its position with respeect
to the use of the term "zionism" in paragraph S5 of the Programme of Action.

359. The delegation of Switzerland stated that it had voted against paragraph 5
of the Programme of Action because the use of the term "zionism' was unacceptable
to the Swiss Government in any document whatsoever.

360. The delegations of Iraq and the Syrian Arab Republic made statements reserving
their position with respect to paragraph 5 because, although the text referred to
decisions on social and economic questions taken by the conference of non-aligned
countries, it did not refer to its decisions on political questions.

361. After having adopted the various parts of the draft Programme of Action for
the second half of the United Nations Decade for Women, as recommended by the
Committees, as well as paragraphs 2 and 5 as proposed, respectively, by the Deputy
Presiding Officer of the Committee of the Whole and by the delegation of India,
the Conference proceeded at its 21st plenary meeting to consider the draft
Programme of Action as a whole. At that meeting it adopted the Programme of
Action as a whole by a roll-call vote of 94 to 4, with 22 abstentions (for the
text see chap. I above). The result of the vote was as follows:

In favour: Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Barbados, Benin,

Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian 3Soviet Sccialist
Republic, Cape Verde, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba,

=196



Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Demoeratic Kempuchea, Democratic People's
Republic of Korea, Democratic Yemen, Dominican Republic, Ecuadors
Egypt, Ethiopia, Fiji, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, Ghena,
Greece, Grenada, Guinea, Guyana, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iraq,
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao Peuple's
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyen Arab Jamahiriya,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco,
Mozambique, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Oman, Pakistan,
Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania,
Rwanda, Benegal, Seychelles, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Swaziland, Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia,
Turkey, Uganda, Ukrainian Soviet Socislist Republic, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, United Areb Emirates, United Republic
of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela,
Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zembia, Zimbabuwe.

Apainst: Australia, Canada, Israel, United States of America.

Abstaining: Austria, Belgium, Chile, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany,
Federal Republic of, Guatemala, Hely See, Iceland, Ireland,
Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Paraguay,
Peru, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.

362. Statements in explanation of vote or of reservation with respect to the
Programme of Action as a whole were made or submitted by the delegations of the
United States of America, Canada, Denmark, Guatemala, New Zealand, Sweden,

Australia, Luxembourg (on behalf of the States Members of the United Nations which
are members of the European Community), the United Kingdom, Norway, Portugal, Costa
Rica, Iceland, Syrian Arab Republic, Finland, Austria, Lesotho, Trinidad and Tobago,
Paraguay, Albania, China, Holy See, Turkey, Mozambique, Gabon, Dominican Republic,
Japan, Jordan, Switzerland and Federal Republic of Germany.

363. In a statement explaining its vote against the Programme of Action as a

whole, the delegation of the United States of America said it had come to

Copenhagen with high hopes and reasonable expectations. It had brought a number

of experts in order to participate in the discussion of substantive matters of
concern to the women of the entire world, and had been determined to contribute

to the drafting of a programme of action that would deal realistically with the
conditions under which women were living and that would recommend §pecifig remedies
for improving those conditions. The United States delegation comsidered it
unfortunate and even tragic that those intentions had not been fulfilled and that
at the Conference the dynamism of the Programme of Action had been all but lost

in the din of political polemics in which women's true interest in political affairs
had been ignored. The delegations of a few Member States had chosen to use the
Conference as a forum for wventing international differences and had denied to

vomen a unique opportunity for dealing with their own issues in _their own way and
had thus subjugated women in the name of ideological interests inappropriate to

the context of the Conference. Nothing of benefit to women or to peace in the
Middle Fast had veen achieved by the intemperate attacks of certain delegations
apainst Israel and the Camp David process. The United States delegation stated
that it was disappoimted by the inability of the Conference to transcend that
controversial issue, concentrating instead on matters of real concern to all women.
Despite this disappointment, the United States delegation stated that it could
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discern some positive results and that the Government and the women of the United
States would continue to strive for the achievement of the objectives of the Decade
and in particular for the true and full equality of women throughout the world.

364, The Canadian delegation stated that it had cast a negative vote on paragraph 5
and also on paragraph 24h of the Programme of Action. It was therefore with
considerable disappointment that it had been placed in a position where it had no
choice but to vote against the Programme of Action as a whole.

365. The Canadian delegation stated that it had come to Copenhagen to contribute to
a programme of action that would advance the social, economic and political
position of women. It had come to declare its support for a programme of action
that would eradicate the universal imbalance of power existing bhetween women and
men. Before the Conference, women in Canada had had high expectations and had
believed optimistically that the United Nations would agree to a programme of action
dealing with issues common to women around the world. They had thought that a
world programme of action could result in substantial changes in legislation,
policies and programmes that would lead to recognition of women's contribution and
an end to their victimization.

366. The Canadian delegation considered that the fundamental purpose of the
Conference had been to deal with the inequalities between women and men, in all
nations, and to propose a programme of action to eliminate them. In fact, what had
happened was that the Conference had been diverted from its fundamental purpose by
a relatively small number of delegations which apparently overlooked the importance
of the specific concerns of women. This diversion had begun in the first days of
the Conference with a series of amendments proposed by the delegation of India.
While they had contained a number of useful ideas relating to women and development
which Canada would have been prepared to negotiate in good faith, these amendments
had also contained certain political references, notably paragraph 5 calling for
the elimination of zionism, which were known to be totally unacceptable to Canada,
as well as to a good many other delegations. From the day when these amendments
had been circulated, the overwhelming focus of debate had been on these diversions.
Given the ludicrous spectacle witnessed at the final plenary meeting, it was no
wonder that the women who were present because of their commitment to ending
women's inequality had become disheartened by the Conferencefs failure to discuss
their concerns in a meaningful fashion.

367. The Canadian delegation stated that it had been quite prepared to deal
seriously with the question of Palestinian women. But it was fundamentally
disappointed when, rather than draw on the expertise of UNRWA, to which Canada was
a major contributor, or explore in a serious fashion inequalities between
Palestinians, men and women, the Conference had been limited to discussion of the
pelitical framework of the Middle East question, a subject more properly and
capably discussed at the just concluded special session of the General Assembly.
Only a fraction of debating time at the Conference had been devoted to the key
political questions of concern to women: the restructuring of family
responsibilities: equal remuneration for work of equal value: an equal share in the
benefits of economic development and in all decision-making, among other issues.
The implementation of these clauses of the Programme of Action would amount to an
overturning of the old order in all nations.

368. The Canadian delegation supported major portions of the Programme of Action,
in particular those dealing with national machineries and the sub-themes - health,
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education and employment. The Programme envisaged a number of useful practical
measures, such as those relating to the employment of women in the United Nations
system and the integration of the concerns of women in policies and programmes of
the United Nations. Canada would incorporate these ideas in its national plan of
action and would continue to support the international measures in future United
Nations meetings. Canada also supported a number of sections designed to meet

the aspirations of developing countries for a more equitable global economic order
in which women would occupy a position of equality with men. These undertalkings
would help to guide Canada’s developmental efforts in a way responding directly to
the concerns of women.

369. The Canadian delegation stated, however, that it had been unable to concur in
the adoption of blatantly biased political references, nor could it sanction the
diversion of the Conference frcm its main objectives. Some speakers had preferred
the comfortable ring of global political platitudes to the unfamiliar and perhaps
threatening terrain of sexual inequality. The Conference had been treated to a
litany of catch-phrases and rhetoric used to obscure a realistic examination of the
plight of women. In all, the results of the Conference were discouraging to those
women who believed in the necessity and propriety of prompt and effective
international action. These results fully merited the negative vote cast by the
Canadian delegation to signal its strong disapproval of the mockery and farce which
the Conference had made of serious proposals to end women's inequality .

370. The Danish delegation stated that it had abstained in the vote on the draft
Programme of Action as a whole, because it considered the reference in paragraph 5
to zionism as totally unacceptable:; furthermore, while it certainly supported the
idea that assistance to Palestinian women should be provided to meet their sccial
and economic needs, there were formulations in paragraph 24k to which the Danish
delegation could not subscribe. The delegation emphasized that its abstention had
no implications for Demmark's support for all the other parts of the Programme.

On the contrary, it was the view of the Danish Government that the overwhelming
part of the Programme, being action-oriented, represented a most valuable
contribution to the advancement of women all over the world. Within this framework,
the Danish Govermment would actively contribute to the implementation of the
Programme of Action for the rest of the Decade.

371. The delegation of Guatemala stated that it had been unable to vote in favour
of the Programme of Action as a whole because the Programme contained such terms
and expressions as ‘'zionism' that were inconsistent with the terms of reference of
the Conference and also because paragraph 2L4 of the Programme relating to
Palestinian women contained expressions that reflected the Middle Fast conflict
rather than true concern with the education, health and employment of Palestinian
women. The delegation of Guatemala regretted that the Conference had become the
scene of polemics regarding Israel and the Middle Dast. The consequence had been
that the issues in which this delegation was principally interested, like the
situation of rural women, working women and women in indigenous communities, had
been relegated to a secondary position.

372. The delegation of New Zealand stated that, but for its negative vote on one
paragraph of the Programme of Action, it would have been able to support +the
Programme as a whole, and indeed it believed that the Programme contained much that
was of value for women in New Zealand and in the world. In the light of certadin
considerations, however, this delegation stated that it had been c?b]_iged tc abstain
in the vote on the Programme as a whole. In the delegations's opinion the
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Conference, whose central concern should have been with women, had not dealt
adequately with a number of issues. In negotiations concerning peace, equality
and development, humanity was denying itself the experience, sensitivity and vision
of half of its members in decision-making, planning and practical action. [Lconomic
organization by itsclf was not responsible for the subordinate position of women

in development: it interacted with an ideology of sexusl bias to crcate an adverse
environment for all people. In addition. even if the economic organization of
society changed. women everywhere would still have to confront the problems
associsted with their functions as both mother and worker. The New Zealand
delegation added that it was fallacious to group women with the poor without
recognizing the special vulnerability as women. The delegation regretted that the
Conference had not dedicated itself to the elimination of all exploitative
relationships, particularly that between men and women.

373. The Swedish delegation stated that it had abstained in the vote on the
Programme of Action. The guest for equality between men and women, like the fight
required the joint efforts of the whole world community. Tt was most unfortunate,
therefore, that clearly divigive issues had been brought into a programme of action
aimed at forming the basis of Tuture work in this field. A notion which was
unequivocally unacceptable to the Swedish Govermment had, to its deep regret, been
alloved to mar the work of the Conference from the very outset and had, in spite of
the pleas of many delegations. been included in the text of the Programme. The
Swedish delegation had voted against parapraph 5 of the Programme of Action. The
Propramme of Action also included positions on another political guestion which
should preferably be dealt with at the General Assembly. The Swedish delegation
had therefore abstained in the vote on naragraph 24l of the Programme.

3Th., The Swedish delegation added that it was discouraged to note an unwillinrmess
on the part of Governments to recognize fully that the oppression of women had
more and other causes which Govermments could and must commit themselves to tackle
immediately and in parallel with efforts to bring about a change in international
ecconomic relations. It was disappointed to see that the Programme of Action did
not reflect such a firm commitment on the part of Govermments.

375. The Nordic countries had actively contributed to the elaboration of the more
action-oriented parts of the Programme. These parts contained many valuable
elements, which Sweden supported. The Swedish delegation stressed the firm
commitment of the Swedish Government to continue to work towards equality in its
country on the basis of the action-oriented part of the Programme and its firm
desire to continue to co-operate within the United Nations and elsewhere in the
common struggle of women all over the world to promote the stated objectives of the
Conference: equality, development and peace.

376. The Australian delegation stated that it had come to Covenhagen to work in
co-operation with others for the adoption of a practical action-oriented Programme
of Action -~ a programme which would make a real contribution to raisings the status
of women all over the world. This aim had been frustrated hy a failure to apgree
on one issue. an issue it firmly believed should be dealt with in other forums of
the Uuited Nations. With the most profound disappointment and resret the
Austrelian delegation had registered opposition to the Programme which was
unacceptable for politicel reasons. The Australian delegation rejected the
condemnation of zionism written into Part One. It also rejected language in
paragraph 2Ul of Part Three of the Programme. It bLelieved that it was possible to
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achieve a comprehensive Just and lasting Peace in the Middle Faslt which would
assure the security of all States in that resion oud provide T;;@thé ierrit inate
rlghi?s of the Palestinians. Efforts to achieve such thé:'a‘,ce,_aﬁd ‘thus d"tjo serve
the interests of all people and all women in +the remsion . incimﬁwqw Palestinian
vormen. were gravely hindered by nanipulation such as Tho se whlcﬂ' hed led to these
amundments to the Programme.

377. The Australian delegation recogmized that the status of women was a political
question with far-reachi nrr implications for social, economic and ﬁoli' -Ccpli_
institutions. But women's interests would only Dbe ahrqncec’ i1f the expertise of
those with experience and competence in areas of special concern Lo women were
allowed to work together in a spirit of mutual hwisnitarian co..operation. This
spirit had manifested itself during the Conference, but slas! other considerstions
had vltimately prevailed. The delegation of Au.ﬁr‘r‘alva added thal its nessbive voie
on the Programme as a whole should not bhe construed as negating the verybl |ny
valuable and construciive objectives it contains. prlte) its Jci“‘m‘oo_t_ﬁ‘tment
Australia did not intend to ignore the positive aspects of the Conlerence.
Australia had signed the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Vomen, and intencded to live up to to the standards it set,
end to abide by the spirit in vhich it ims formulated.

378. The Australian delegation stated that it had sponsored practical amendments

to the Programme, and a number of resolutions aimed at assisting women to overcome
special disadvantage. Initiatives to be taken in Australia would demonstrate that
country's genuire concern and its will to make progress. The Australian delegation
expressed particular satisfaction with the nationsl section of the Programme. This
section sets out constructive measures that had commonality for all women, and
Australia intended to work for its implementation, It was also Australig's
intention to work for the implementation of the practical and humanitarian
objectives set out in the regional and international sections of the Programme.

The Australian delegation joined with women and men of goodwill all over the world
who believed in the ideals and idealism of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace. It hoped that progress during the next five years
would transcend the present disappointment.

379. The delegation of Luxembours sneaking on behalf of the States Members of the
Unlted Mations which are members of the Duropean Community, stated that the nine
delerations concerned had come Lo Copenhagen in order to work in a co--operative
spirit with a view to reaching a consensus on the Programme of Action for the
second half of the United Nations Decade for Women. In the lisht of the undoubted
prozress made curing the first half of the Decade they had hoped that the Conference
would nake it possible to define the objectives thal would enable women to aspire
to a more equitable status by 1985. Accordingly, curing the preparatory phace of
‘the Conference these delegations had endeavoured to contribute specifically and
effectively to the draftin~ of the Propramme of Action in order that it should deal
adequately with the manifold problems affecting women in particular which needec to
be solved if the poal of equality of women and men was to be attained. e
Prorramme of Action as adonted contained many worthwhile proposals and suscestions
and most of its parts were accentable to the States members of the Commuvridty. It
was all the more repgrettable that it had been impossible to reaclh a consensus on
subjects that called for a practical approach’ as a consequence, the delegations
concerned had not been able to vote in favour of the P‘rom'amme, Some of the
nrovisions of the Proframme were excessively politicized in that thev reterred to
nroblems exbraneous to the Conference. For exsmple, the reference to “zionism' in
naragroph 5 of the Programme was unacceptable. In addition the delegations of the
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States members of the Community had formulated reservations with respect to
paragraphs 76 to 82, 87 and 244, The language of paragraph 2l in particular did
not correspond to the position adopted by the recent conference of heads of State
or Government at Venice. In addition, the delegations concerned considered that
UNRVA was the most appropriate channel for humanitarian assistance for Palestinian
women .

380. The delegations of the States members of the European Community had noted with
regret the efforts made throughout the Conference to use the Conference for the
purpose of obtaining decisions on gquestions of general policy which should
preferably be dealt with in other forums. They dissociated themselves from these
attempts, which had had the effect of subordinating the problems truly affecting
women. The position which the nine member States of the Community would adopt in
other United Nations bedies with respect to issues of general policy would not be
prejudped by what had transpired at the Conference, notably as regards the problems
of disarmament, human rights and economic and financial questions,

331. Even though the delegations in question had abstained in the vote on the
Programme of Action as a whole on account of the elements unconnected with the
purposes of the Conference or the Decade, the parts of the Programme of Action that
really concerned the problems of women both in developed and in developing
countries would serve as guidelines for the Governments of the countries concerned,
both nationally and at the Community level: the policies both of the Community
and of the Governments of its member States had as their objectives the elimination
of all discrimination against women, the guarantee of equality of men and women in
all respects and the early integration of women in economic and social development.
Despite their disappointment with the inability of the Conference to reach a
consensus on the Programme of Action, the delegations of the States members of the
Turopean Community remained faithful to the fundamental objectives of the Programme
in so far as they genuinely and specifically concerned women.

382. The Norwegian delegation stated that it was with deep regret that it had
abstained in the vote on the Programme of Action as a whole. It had done so
because paragraph 5 contained language that was unacceptable to Norway. The
introduction of the concept of zionism in that context was objectionable and wrong
and had destroyed the hope that it would be possible to adopt a Programme that was
acceptable to all delepations. Although the Norwegian delegation had reservations
also concerning paragraphs 2 and 24l , they would not have prevented it from voting
in favour of the Programme. Having participated for two years in the preparations
for the Conference, the Norwegian delegation deeply regretted that the hopes and
aspirations invested in the elaboration of the draft Programme had gradually
disappeared owing to the introduction of controversial political issues only
marginally relevant to the advancement of the cause of women. Without those
extraneous elements, the document might have contributed materially to the
progressive removal of the discrimination to which women all over the world were

subject.

383. The Portuguese delegation stated that it was regrettable that, despite the
President's efforts to secure the unanimous adoption of the final documents of the
Conference, elements which this delegation considered extraneous to the proceedings
had adversely affected the work of the Conference. The introduction of political
elements had made consensus impossible. The Portuguese delegation stated that its
vote in Tavour of the Programme of Action should not be interpreted as an
endorsement of the entire contents of the Programme. In particular, the delegation
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had voted against paragraph 5 and had formulated reservations with respect to
certain other provisions of the Programme of Action.

384, The delegation of Costa Rica stated that, like other delegations, it had been
disturbed to note that political discussions, in some cases involving manifest
interference in the domestic affairs of certain countries, had ousted what should
have been the principal topics of the Conference. It would be sad if the only
conclusion to be drawn from the results of the Conference should be that the women
delegates had not shown sufficient maturity to concentrate on the specific and
positive themes which should have dominated the Conference. If that was the case,
the Conference would have disappointed the expectations placed in it by world
public opinion, which had looked forward to the achievement of benefits for all
women without distinction as to race or political opinion. In the firm hope that
the Programme of Action would be effective in all its positive aspects, the
delegation of Costa Rica had voted in favour of the Programme as = whole.

385. The delegation of Iceland stated that women from all over the world had come
to the Conference believing that its main aim was to improve the situstion of
women and further equality, but had found that it had in fact been used as a forum
for a debate which had distracted the Conference from its main issue. For
instance, the word "equality™ had hardly been mentioned. The delegation of Iceland
doubted that women would find it worthwhile to attend a third conference of this
kind.

386. Although the delegation of Iceland considered almost all the elements of the
Programme of Action essential to the continued work towards the achievement of
equality between men and women, especially so far as national targets were
concerned, but also the international ones, for the reasons mentioned it had been
obliged to abstain in the vote on the Programme as a whole.

337. The delegation of Iceland noted with deep regret that for the second time,
first in Mexico City and again in Copenhagen, a United Nations conference on women
had been misused for political reasons and had concerned itself with questions
which ought to be dealt with at the General Assembly. Divisive issues had been
introduced into an otherwise fully acceptable and indeed valuable Programme of
Action to which most delegations had actively contributed. The participants in
the Conference represented half of mankind and it would undoubtedly be a deep
disappointment to women that it had not proved possible to adopt the Prosramme of
Action by consensus.

388. The deleration of Finland deeply regretted that the Programme of Action for
the second half of the United Nations Decade for Women had not been adopted by

consensus. It appreciated the commendable efforts made towards reaching such a
consensus which would have ensured the effective implementation of the Programme

in all countries.

389, The Finnish delegation stated that its negative vote on paragraph 5 and its
abstention on paragraph 2 were based on Finland's well-known rejection of the.:
equation of zionism with racism. As a consequence, the delegation had abstained
in the vote on the entire Programme of Action. The Government gf Finl_and had
throughout the preparations of the Conference emphasized the primary importance

of an action-oriented programme aimed at the attaimment of equality between womnen
and men, The special needs of women merited particular attention as long as women
remained a disadvantaged group in many countries.
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200, the Pimnish delecation fully endorsed the recomendations concerning action at
the national level contained in Part Two of the Programme. It also suppo)rted theEL
:v:’c(.:czn:nendations i Part Three with the exception of paragraph 2LL, in the vote op

which ]}t hat absteined. The text of the Programme and the ;farying interpretations
re;:ard%n;t the reasons for prevailinge inequalities betweer women and men v:“should not
undgeriine the efforts to reach the Decade’s objectives to whichi all were committed.

391 To the Tinaish delecation‘s view. the Conference had to a certain extent
wnrecessarily duplicated the work wihich was within the competence of the (Ceneral
Asgenbly and other United llations bodies. The Finnish delzration stated that it
would have preferred a close concentration on the inportant themes of the
Conference, niven the limited time available. It considered that women and men
should participate and fully share the responsibilities in all activities at the
internationnl,. naticnal 2ad Tamily levels. Similarly, their concerns should be
taken into sccount at all these levels. The Covernment of Finland would continue
its work for the themes of the United Nations Decade for lomen - equality
development and peace - during the second half of the Decade.

392. The Ausiricn delegation stated that up to the very last hour it had hoped -
and spared no €ffort .- to ensure the adoption of the Programme of Action. It was
mere than distressed thot - because of exXtraneous elements introduced .- it had net
been abhlc 1o voie in faveur of the Prooramme. As a denonstration of its keen and
active interest iu the Conference and in the Programme of Action, the Austrian
delenation hatl worled out swecific proposals and resolutions, and had actively
rarticinated in the work of the various Committees. The Austrian delepation had
ccn> to Corenharen to vote for the Programme of Action. Havines been compelled to
ststnada in the vote on the whole Propgremme of Action, it wished to make it clear
that Austria was committed to the active implementation of the many action-oriented
parts of the Prosramme and that it would act in this snirit.

0. The delenation of Paraguay regretted that the Programme of Action had not been

roroved unanimously. This delegation stated that it had abstained in the vote on
tie Prosrarme as a vwhole because. althoush it agreed with many of its provisions,
1t contained others that were not consistent with the original intention. This
delepation of Paraguay assumed confidently that the majority of delegations had
come to the Conference in the hope that the three themes of the Decade -~ equality.
develowment and peace -- would be realized and with the intention of analyzing
oroblems affecting wonen and of elaborating new plans respecting the subthemes -
health. education and employment. IHowever., the Conference had departed from its
true objectives owing to the introduction of political issues. 'hile there was
telk of neace, provocative statements had given rise to hatred: the quest for
equality was Trustrated by ever greater differences: and development still seemed
a for-off poal. The delegation of Parasuay appealcd to all delesations to drop the
attitude of confrontation and to display more comprehension and a sense of balance
in their onproach to the difficult problems Tacing humanity.

-
2
a

deleration of Albanie stated that in some of the documents submitted to

bevme . In its opinion the division of labour between the sexes was not the cause
of docauolity tetueen mon and women  the tiue cause was the division of society
inin anmrensors and ompresscd. A conlribulory cause wvas the existing world
~iiustion inm wiiich the irwerialist super -povers were adopting an aggressive course.
Turtiorniore it oo time when military exmenditure wvas rising and the armaments race
vesS "'roceedin.(; arace 1t wos incongruous to smeak of disarmament, détente and

>
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geace, In the Albanian delegation’s opinion the documents prepared for the

Conference should have referred to the agpressive policies of the super-novers. th
S R = X . . . = 2 SUL ~-nowvers , the
United States. the Soviet Union and China. Iastly, the Albanian delegation

regretted that it had not been given sufficient opportunity during the Conference

to e:\.xpress 1ts views concerning the problens affecting women which were the cenlral
tonic of the Conference.

> * e 2 - .
305, The Chinese delegation stated that it supported the Programme of Action as o
whole. ' '

However, it felt that not all the nrovisions of the adopted Prosramme of
Action were applicable to the policies of every State. The d.el'égation F)f Chin:—f
considered that each State was free to formulate practicable plans consistent x:rith
its ovm situation in accordance with its own specific conditions.

30G. The delegation of the Holy See stated that it had been pleased to asgsociate
itself with the deliberations of the Conference, but it had been obliged to abstadlit
from the vote on the Programme of Action for a number of reasons.

307, First, while recognizing the importance of political considerations and
ccononic structures and priorities, it also felt that the strong eciphasis on
socio-economic matters in the Conference had tended to distract attention from the
full range of women's roles, prerogatives and responsibilities, and from the valuable
contributions that women made in many other areas to the welfare of human socicty.

398, Secondlv. the deleration of the Ioly See helieved that too little attention
had been riven to the family .- the basie gocial unit - and to the important roles
performed by woren within the family nnit. hile there were many references to the
family in the Propramme of Action, there was no consistent or integral apnproach to
women and family life. nor any attempt to harmonize women's rcles within the family
srith her wider social involvements.

399. Thirdly., this delegation had reservations with respect to many of the
references rerarding family planning (paras. 10k (i), 16, 208 {e)) which tended
to overlook earlier United lNations statements on the ratual responsibilities of
both husband and wife in regard to parenthood, and which also opened the door to
the indiscriminate use of family planning methods that violate human dignity.

00, Fourthly, many of the debates in the Conference had involved different aqd.
sometimes opposing viewpoints on the part of various nations in regard tQ politiced
systems and economic theories. The delegation of the Holy See recognized that wany
of the differences had been harmonized in the course of the Conference. hut some
disagreements remained. Tt did not wish its abstent%on to be interPretydjas
acceptance or endorsement of one or the cther viewpolnts on these.dlspu:fu
questions. For as the delegation had indicated in its statement in thc ;gneral)"
debate, the Holy See was primarily interested in human values, ethlcalﬂpr}nC1?lioy
snd in a recognition of the spiritual dimension of the human person - Ie?ale ?ncf
male -~ all of which were pertinent to equality. development and the attainment of a

lastings peace.

k01, The delesation of Turkey noted with genuine sorrow and disuppolntmenz Fnit the
najor issues concerning the vital needs of women on & global scal..i'hﬂ;‘l zglq;?;:it,ion
sdequately discussed during the Conference on account of the pSZ’L} zlzé eJ‘ hkowéxjrérl.
“hat hod become the characteristic of the Conference . At the uzxkne d:xrfleio orever
this delegation acknowledged that the P?I‘mstent rquests frim ée ot ag rzqa,rds
countries that the inequality of men and women should be analyzed. &
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the concept of sexism and as regards its relationship to the prevailing
international order, were legitimate. Thus new aspirations represented a step
towards a new form of political maturity, even though its excessive expression
had been unacceptable to some countries. In that respect the Conference marked an
historic turning point. The Turkish delegation considered that the bitterness
that had arisen owing to the lack of consensus on the Programme of Action should
not discourage those who believed in improving the status of women. It hoped that
the challenging. progressive ideas embodied in the new Programme of Action would
make it possible during the second half of the United Nations Decade for Women to
open up new frontiers for progress towards the liberation of women and lead to the
achievement of meaningful action~oriented projects.

L02. The delegation of Mozambique stated that it was very pleased with the outcome
of the Conference and the adoption of a Plan of Action for the second half of the
United Nations Decade for Vomen, as it considered that it was impossible to deal
with the problems of women in isolation from the political context. In its opinion
it was impossible to talk of education, health and employment without at the same
time referring to the fundamental causes of the oppression from which women
suffered, which were notoriously also the fundamental causes of the oppression of
peoples. Accordingly, it was right that the Conference had discussed those
fundamental causes and had recommended humanitarian assistance and support for
women in their struggle against all forms of exploitation and oppression.

403. The delegation of Gabon stated that, even though it had abstained in the vote
on paragraph 5 of the Programme of Action because that paragraph contained the word
Yzionism' which, in the opinion of the Government of Gabon, could not be equated
with racism or apartheid, it had voted in favour of the Programme of Action as a
whole because it made some concrete proposals. At the same time, the delegation
of Gabon had been disappointed by the political turn which had been given to the
debate by some delegations. Accordingly, it formulated reservations with respect
to all the political implications that might arise from the interpretation of
certain provisions of the Programme of Action.

4ok. The delegation of the Dominican Republic stated that it had supported the
Programme of Action because it contained a number of valuable sections favouring
development, equality and peace. WNevertheless, it regretted that the Programme
also contained paragraph 5, in the vote on which the delegation of the Dominican
Republic had abstained. In this delegation's opinion the Conference had been
overshadowed by powerful political forces that had distracted it from its true
purpose; to that extent, the Conference had disappointed the hopes of those who
had participated in its preparation. Although the Dominican Republic had
formulated reservations with respect to some of the paragraphs of the Programme of
Action, it would do everything in its power to act in keeping with the ideas of
the United Nations Decade for Women.

L05. The delegation of Japan stated that the way in which it had participated inm

or voted at the Conference did not affect the basic position which the Government
of Japan had taken so far at the General Assembly and other relevant United

Nations conferences with regard to some concepts contained in the New International
Economic Order.

4L06. The delegation of Jordan stated that the controversy which had characterized

the final plenary meeting of the Conference gave rise to certain reflexions.
First, for sc long as there were gross injustices in any part of the world, as in
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the Middle East, the prospects for progress in North-South negotiations would

remain poor. Secondly, the Jordanian delegation considered thet the problems of
the developing countries could not be adequately dealt with by the adoption of
resolutions by majority votes. The Jordanian delegation had voted in favour of the
Programme of Action as a whole, including paragraphs 2, 5 and 2Lk, in keeping ‘jrith
its commitments under relevant General Assembly resolutions and with the dec igions
taken at the Arab summit conference held at Rabat in 197h, and because it

considered that the Programme envisaged certain measures which, it believed, were
of great concern to the women of Jordan and indeed to the women of the world.

LOT. The delegation of Switzerland stated it profoundly regretted the failure of
the efforts of conciliation that had been undertaken to save the consensus of the
Conference. It considered it disturbing that so much goodwill had been wasted.

The stakes had been very great: so many women and so many countries had invested
much effort in the Conference and its proceedings. The Swiss delegation expressed
the hope that, despite the deplorable debate that had taken place at the final
plenary meeting, the fruit of so much endeavour would not be lost.
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5.

Reservations

L8, Reservations with respect to specific paragraphs of the Programme of Action as
adopted that were not the subject of separate votes were formulated by the
delepations of the undermentioned States participating in the Conference:

With respect to paragraph 12:
With respect to paragraph 32:
With respect to paragraph 5T:

With respect to paragraphs 76
to 82:

With respect to paragraph 82:

With respect to paragraphs 83
to 91:

With respect to paragraph 83:

With respect to paragraph 87:

With respect to paragraph 10k,
subparagraph (i):

With respect to paragraphs 118
and 119:

With respect to paragraph 21

(reference to Convention
sn maternity protection):

With respect to paragraph 126:

With respect to paragraph 139:

With respect to paragraph 1L46:

With respect to paragraph 162:

Federal Republic of Germany

Pederal Republic of Germany

Iran

Australia, Belgium, Denmark, Federal Republic
of Germany, France, Ireland, Italy, Japan,
Luxamboury:, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,
Spain, United Kinndorr of Great Britain

and Northern Ireland, United States of
Arerics

Guatemala, Israel, New Zealand

United States of America

Sweden

Australia, Belgium, Denmark, federal Republic
of Germany, France, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Portugal, Spain,
Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, United States of America

Holy See, Pakistan
United Kincdom of Creat Britain and Northern
Irelond

Australie

United States of America

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland

Argentina, Ecuador, Holy See, Ireland,
Pakistan

Algeria, Kenya, Lesotho



With respect to paragraph 163: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland

With respect to paragraphs 20k United States of Americs
and 205:

With respect to paragraph 242: Austria, Federal Republic of Germany, France,
Switzerland, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of America

With respect to paragraph 243: Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Denmark,
Finland, France, Federal Republic of Germany,
Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal,
Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of
America 12/

With respect to paragraph Holy See
248 (4):

With respect to paragraph 27h4: Argentina

L09., The delegation of the Federal Republic of Germany stated that: (a) it reserved
its position with respect to paragraph 12 of the Programme of Action because it
considered that the reascons for discrimination against women were much more complex
than those indicated in the peragraph; (b) it reserved its position with respect to
paragraph 32 because in its opinion the paragraph should be more balanced: +the
reference to '"'general and complete disarmament'’ should be supplemented by a

reference to "effective international control"; (c) it reserved its position with
respect to paragraph 242 because that paragraph did not clearly exclude armed
struggle which the Federal Republic could not support and elso because
non-governmental organizations were not subject to govermmental control in the
Pederal Republic; (d) it reserved its position with respect to paragraph 243

because, for constitutional and other legal reasons, the Federal Republic of Germany
had not ratified the 1973 Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime

of Apartheid.

410, In addition this delegation stated that it was unable to accept formulations
which appeared in various passages of the Programme of Action relating to human
rights, international economic matters, disarmament and Eagt/West relatioms.

l1l. The delegation of Austria stated that it reserved its position with respect to
paragraph 242 for legal reasons only.

412. The delegation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, in
addition to expressing reservations to specific paragraphs, stated that it was

12/ These delegations stated that the reasons for their reservations to
paragraph 243 were those given at the time when the International Convention on the
Suppression of the Crime of Apartheid had been adopted by the General Assembly at
its twenty-eighth session.
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unable to accept formulations which appeared in a number of passages of the
Programme of Aection relating to human rights, international economic matters,
disarmament and East/West relations.

413. The United States delegation stated that it reserved its position with respect
to the second sentence of paragraph 126 of the Programme of Action because it
believed that protective measures should not be used to remove the worker from
employment, but instead the hazard or harmful situation should be removed.

D. Action by the Conference with respeet to draft rosolutions

considered without reference to a Conmittee

L1k, At the 21st plenary meeting on 30 July 1980 the Conference considered a draft
resolution concerning South African aggression against Angola, submitted by Niger
on behalf of a group of African States (A/CONF.94/L.25). In respcnse to an oral
suggestion, the sponsoring delegation deleted the word "international' in the final
operative paragraph. The delegations of India and the USSR expressed support for
the draft resolution.

415. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted the draft resolution as orally
amended by a roll-call vote of 100 in favour, none against, with 17 abstentions (for
the text see chap. I, resolution 32). The result of the voting was as follows:

Against:

Absteining:

Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Barbados,
Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burundi, Byelorussian
SSR, Cape Verde, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Democratic
Yemen, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, FiJi, Finland, Gabom,
German Democratic Republie, Ghana, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea,
Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Irag, Ireland, Italy,
Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao People's
Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malaysia, Maldives, Mexico, Mongolia,
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, Nicarague, Niger,
Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Papua New Guinea, Philippines,
Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe,
Senegal, Seychelles, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Sweden,
Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisisa, Ugenda,
Ukrainian SSR, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab
Emirates, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania,
Upper Volta, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia,
Zimbabwe.

None.

Canada, Dominican Republic, France, Germeny, Federal Republic of,
Greece, Haiti, Israel, Japan, New Zealand, Paraguay, Peru,
Swaziland, Switzerland, Thailand, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay.

416. In a statement explaining its vote, the Australian delegation stated that it
had supported the draft resolution because it accepted its general thrust. As a
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member of the United Nations Council for Neamibia, Australia looked forward to the
early implementation of United Nations proposals relating to Namibia. Australia
was ready to provide an engineering contingent for the United Nations assistance
group which would be set up under those proposals. At the same time the Australian
delegation wished to note that it did not accept the South West African People's
Organization as the sole representative of the Nemibian people, as the language of
the resolution just adopted might be teken to imply, and to state that it would
have preferred the operative paragraph to be phrased in more measured terms.

417. The delegation of the Dominican Republic said that it was fully aware of the
serious problem of the countries of southern Africa and expressed its solidarity
with the struggle of the women of that area for their liberation. Nevertheless,

it had absteined in the vote on the draft resolution (A/CONF.94/L.25) because it
could not agree to the harsh language employed in some of the passages. Although
this language reflected the just sentiments of the sponsors, it was out of keeping
with the tone of the Conference, and the delegation of the Dominican Republic would
have preferred other langusage.

418. In a statement explaining its non-participation in the vote, the Chilean
delegation stated that it was unable to support the draft

resolution (A/CONF.9L4/L.25) because, in keeping with its earlier remarks in the
courge of the Conference, it considered that the Conference was not the appropriate
forum for dealing with matters that were under consideration in the General Assembly
of the United Nations.

419. Statements in explanation of their votes weng made also by the delegations of
Greece and Peru.

420. Also at the 2lst plenary meeting, the delegation of Kenya, on behalf of
Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde, Central African Republic,
Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Ghana, Guinea, Indonesia, Ivory Coast, Kenya,
Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Malawi, Malaysia, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco,
Mozambique, Nigeris, Philippines, Rwanda, Senegal, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan,
Swaziland, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of
Tanzania, Upper Volta, Yugoslavia, Zambia and Zimbabwe, introduced & draft
resolution entitled "Question of convening another world conference on women in
1985" (A/CONF.94/L.27).

421. The delegation of the USSR stated that, although not objecting to the
discussion of the draft resolution, or to its adoption by consensus, it wished to
point out that in its opinion it was premature to consider the question which was
the subject matter of the draft resolution and especially to take a decision on
that gquestion.

k22, The draft resolution was adopted (for the text see chap, I, resclution 33).

E. Report of the Credentials Committee

423. At its 1lst plenary meeting held on 14 July 1980 the Conference in accordance
with rule 4 of its rules of procedure, appointed a Credentials Committee composed

of the following States: Belgium, China, Congo, Ecuador, Pakistan, Panama, Senegal,
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of America.
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k24, The Credentials Committee held one meeting on 24 July 1980.
Mr. Johan Verkercke (Belgium) was unanimously elected Presiding Officer of the
Comnmittee.

425, The Committee noted from & memorandum submitted to it by the Secretary-General
of the Conference that as of 24 July 1980:

(a) 145 States were participating in the Conference;

(b) Credentials issued by the Head of State or Government or the Minister for
Foreign Affairs had been submitted, as provided for in rule 3 of the rules of
procedure, in respect of representatives of 120 participating States;

(c) The credentials of the representatives of seven participating States had
been communicated to the Secretary-General of the Conference in the form of cables
from the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the countries concerned;

(d) The credentials of the representatives of one participating State had
been communicated in a letter from that State's Minister for Culture and Social
Services;

(e) The representatives of 14 participating States had been designated in
letters, notes verbales or cables from authorities other than those mentioned in
rule 3 of the rules of proceduvre, such as Permanent Missions to the United Nations
or other diplomatic missions of the States concerned;

(f) The appointment of the representatives of one State was communicated in
cables from the Resident Representative of the United Nations Development Programme
in the country concerned;

(g) From one State formal credentials issued by the Minister for Foreign
Affairs were received in respect of a specified person. However, before the receipt
of these credentials, that person had been accredited as the head of the delegation
of another State;

(h) From one participating State no designation of representatives had been
received at the time of the meeting of the Credentials Committee. 13/

426. In connexion with the memorandum by the Secretary-General of the Conference,
the Presiding Officer of the Committee proposed the following decision for the
approval of the Committee:

"The Credentials Committee:

1. Accepts the credentials of the 119 States referred to in
paragraph 3 (bi above;

2. Accepts provisionally the comrunicaticns referred to in
pvara:raphs 3 (¢) (4) (e) and (f) above, pendins~ the receipt of the formal
credentinle ~f the represcentatives concerned;

13/ After the necting of the Credentinls Couaoiittee, the Sceretary-Genereld of
the Uonfercence was informed that representatives of one further State (Saroa) hnd
registered. Formal credentinls were not, however, received from the authorities of

that State.
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3. Takes no action at the present time on the credentiamlas referred to in

paragraph 3 (g), pending the designation of a representative not elready
accredited by another State;

4, Recommends that the representatives referred to in paragraph 3 (h)
above should continue to participate provisionally in accordance with rule 5
of the rules of procedure."

427. The representative of the USSR stated that his delegation could not accept the
credentials of all the participating delegations. He recalled that on 16 July 1980
a2 number of delegetions had presented the following declesration to the Credentials
Committee: '"The delegations of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic, the
People's Republic of Bulgaria, the Czechoslovak Socialist Republie, the Germean
Democratic Republic, the Hungarian People’s Republic, the Lao People's Democratic
Republic, the Mongolian People's Republic, the Polish People's Republic, the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
strongly protest against the presence at the Conference of persons claiming to be
the representatives of so-called Democratic Kampuchea, but in fact representing no
one except the remmants of the ecriminal Pol Pot régime overthrown by the Kampuchean
people, and declare that they do not recognize the credentials submitted by those
persons as valid and demand their expulsion from the Conference. The only
legitimate representative of the Kampuchean people is the People's Revolutionary
Council of the People's Republic of Kampuchea and only the delegates appointed by it
can represent that country at international conferences and in international
forums." The representative of the USSR stated that in accordance with that
declaration he did not accept as valid the credentials presented in the name of
Denocratic Kampuchea.

428, The representative of Senegal stated that the Committee's mandate was noi.: to
give a ruling on the legitimacy of the authority which had issued the credentials,
but to determine whether the credentials conformed to rule 3 of the rules of
procedure.

429. The representative of the Congo requested the Presiding Officer to cla.rii"y the
implications of the fact that certain of the United Nations ag?ncies had dealings
with the People's Revolutionary Council of the People's Republic of I.{ampuchee., and
she also asked about the legal basis for the presence of the delegatlc.m of .
Democratic Kampuchea in the Conference. At the request of the'Presidlr'xg Officer
the Legal Adviser explained that it was the practice of the United Nations to deal
with the authorities present in areas where the United Nations had ac‘?lvltles and
programmes; this practice did not, however, imply recognition, as no J:ssue of
recognition arose. The Legal Adviser further stated ‘ul:hat the delegation of
Democratic Kampuchea was participating provisionally in the Conference on the safie
basis as all other delegations in accordance with rule 5 of the rules of procedure.

430. The representative of Pakistan commented that his country'recognlzed the régime
of Democratic Kampuchea as the legal Government; it had been dlstur}?ed by th;al use
of foreign military force in Kampuchea, while its guppc.mt for the rlg.ht of zhe
representatives of Democratic Kempuchea in no way 1mp11e<‘1 a condone'ntlon of the
excesses committed by the régime. He also stated that his del..egatn.on l?ad ‘
reservations concerning the credentials of the Afghan delegatlon. Pakistan's
non-objection to the credentials of the Afghan repnf'esenizaiflve? shoul;i- no}tl"(t;}e1 vas
interpreted as constituting recognition o:g‘ 1§he ruling régime in Kabul, whl

imposed on the Afghan people by foreign military forces.
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L431. The representative of China stated that the thirty-fourth session of the
General Assembly had confirmed the legitimacy and validity of the delegation of
Democratic Kampuchea, and all subsequent meetings within the United Nations had
taken the same position. The Government of Democratic Kampuchea was in its own
country resisting foreign invaders. The Heng Samrin régime was a puppet resting on
Vietnamese bayonets. It did not represent anyone. China supported the legitimate
right of Democratic Kampuchea to be represented. The slanders and distortions by
the Soviet Union were not worth refuting; she asked the representative of the
Soviet Union to respect the facts.

432, The representatives of China, the United States and Ecuador expressed support
for the proposal by the Presiding Officer, referred to in paragraph 426 above.

433, The Presiding Officer, speaking in his capacity as representative of Belgium,
referred to statements by the Belgian delegation reflected in the reports of the
Credentials Committees at the thirty-fourth session of the General Assembly and at
the Sixth Emergency Special Session of the General Assembly. He stated that the
Committee's task in examining the credentials was a technical one, and that the
acceptance of any delegation's credentials could not be construed as an approval of
the present or past policies of the countries concerned: the acceptance was
separate from diplomatic recognition. He further referred to the fact that earlier
in 1980 the Credentials Committee at the Sixth Emergency Special Session had
accepted, without a vote, all credentialsg, including those of the delegation of
Democratic Kampuchea. Lastly, he referred to General Assembly resolution 396 (V),
paragraph 3, which recommended that the attitude adopted by the Assembly concerning
credentials questions should be taken into account in other organs of the United
Nations.

L43L, The Presiding Officer assured all members of the Committee who had spoken that
their views would be reflected in the report of the Credentials Committee, and
asked whether on this understanding his proposal, referred to in paragreph 426
above, would be acceptable to all members of the Committee.

435, The representative of the USSR moved for a separate decision on the credentials
of the delegation of Democratic Kampuchea in accordance with rule 36 of the rules
of procedure. The motion having been opposed by other representatives, it was put
to vote. The representatives of the Congo, Panama and the USSR voted in favour of
the motion to have a separate decision; the representatives of Belgium, China,
Ecuador, Pakistan, Senegal and the United States of America voted against. The
motion thus was defeated.

436. The Presiding Officer then reverted to his proposal referred to in

paragraph 426 above which, at the request of the representatives of the Congo,
Panama and the USSR, was put to the vote. The representatives of Belgium, China,
Ecuador, Pakistan, Senegal and the United States of America voted in favour of the
proposal; the representatives of the Congo, Panama and the USSR voted against. The
proposal thus was adopted.

437. In explanation of their votes, the representatives of the Congo, Panama and
the USSR stated that they had voted against the proposal because -~ in view of the
Committee's rejection of their request for a separate vote on the credentials of
the delegation of Democratic Kampuchea - there was no alternative way in which they
could have expressed their rejection of those credentials. They did not object to
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the credential§ of any other representative. The representative of the United
States stated in explanation of her vote in favour that the vote had no implication
for the question of diplomatic recognition.

h38: Upon the proposal of the Presiding Officer the Credentials Committee thereupon
decided to submit this report to the Conference for approval.

Recommendation of the Credentials Committee

439. The Credentials Committee recommends to the Conference the adoption of the
following draft decision:

Credentials of the representatives to the Conference

The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Approves the report of the Credentials Committee (A/CONF.94/L.2L and
Corr.l and 2).

Action in plenary on the report of the Credentials Committee

L40. At the 19th plenary meeting on 29 July 1980, the Conference, having considered
the report of the Credentials Committee (A/CONF.94/L.24 and Corr.l and 2) and the
draft decision recommended by the Committee, adopted the report as orally amended
and the draft decision (for the text see chap. I, decision).

LU41l, The representative of Cuba, on behalf of a group of delegations, and the
representative of the USSR, on behalf of another group of delegations, made
statements to the effect that they could not accept as valid the credentials
presented in the name of Democratic Kampuchea.

LL42. The representative of Iraq stated that he did not recognize as valid the
credentials submitted on behalf of the zionist entity occupying Palestine.
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Chapter VI

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE

443, The Rapporteur-General introduced the draft report of the Conferegce
(A/CONF.9L/L.20 and Add.1-3) at the 20th plenary meeting on 30 July 1980.

LL4, The Conference considered chapters II, III and IV of the draft report and
adopted them with certain amendments.

Lus, At the 21st plenary meeting the representative of Mexico introduced a draft
resolution (A/CONF.94/L.26) expressing the Conference's gratitude to the host
country.

L4, The Conference adopted the draft resolution by acclametion (for the text of the
resolution see chap. I, resolution 48).

LY'T. At the 2lst plenary meeting on 30 July 1980 the Conference adopted the draft
report as a whole and authorized the Rapportewr-General to complete the report, in
conformity with the practice of the United Nations, with a view to its submission
to the General Assembly at the thirty-fifth session.

448, After the adoption of the report the delegation of Portugal, on behalf of
Angola, Brazil, Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Portugal and Sac Tome and
Principe, made a statement appealing to Member States and the Secretary-General of
the United Nations to support the adoption of Portuguese as an official language of
the United Nations and its agencies.

449, After statements had been made by the Assistant Secretary-General for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs and by the Secretary~General of the Conference,
the President of the Conference made a closing statement and declared the Conference

closed.
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ANNEX

A, Basic Conference Documentation

List of documents

Symbol Title
A/CONF, 9L /PRE~CONF. /1.1 Annotated list of questions
A/CONF,94/1 Provisional agenda
A/CONF ,94/2 and Corr.l Provisional rules of procedure
A/CONF ,9U/3 Organizational matters
A/CONF,9L/L Special measures of assistance to the

Palestinian woman: report adopted by the
regional preparatory meeting of the
Beonomic Commission for Western Asia

A/CONTF,94/5 The role of women in the strugele for
liberation in Zimbabwe, MNamibia and
South Africa: report of the
Secretary-General

A/CONF,9L/6/Rev.1 Measures of assistance for women in
southern Africa: report of the
Secretary-General

A/CONF,9L/6/Add.1 Measures of assistance for women in
southern Africa: report of the
Secretary-General

A/CONF.94/7/Rev.1 The effects of apartheid on the status of
wouen in South Africa and Wamibia: report

of the Secretary~General

A/CONF,94/8/Rev,1 Review and evaluation of progress achieved
in the implementation of the World Plan
of Action: Employment: report of the
Secretary-General

AJ/CONF.94/9 and Corr.l Review and evaluation of progress achiesved
in the implementation of the World Plan of
Action: llealth: report of the
Secretary-General

A/CONF,94/10 and Corr.l Review and evaluation of progress achieved
in the implementation of the World Plan of
Action: [Education: report of the
Secretary~General

Review and evaluation of progress achieved
in the implementation of the World Plan of
Action: National Machinery and Legislation:
report of the Secretary-General

A/CONF,94/11 and Corr.l
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Symbol

AJconr,ok /11 /Ad4,1 and
Add,l/Corr.l and 2

AfCONF, 94 /12

A/CONF,9%/13 and Corr,l

A/CONF,.Oh/1h

A/CONF,94/15

AJCOUF 0k /16

A/CONF,04 /17 and Corr.l

A/CONF,94 /18 and Corr.l

A/CONF,9% /19 and
Corr,l, 2 and 3

Review and evaluation of progress achieved
in the implementation of the World Plan of
Action: descriptive list of national
machineries

Review and evaluation of progress achieved
in the implementation of the World Plan of
Action: national planning., Note by the
Secretary=General

Review and evaluation of progress achieved
in the implementation of the World Plan of
Action: TPolitical Participation.
International (o-operation and the
Strengthening of International Peace:
report of the Becretary-General

Report of the seminar on the participation
of women in the economic evolution of the
ECE region: the economic role of women in
the ECE region: vreport prepared by the
Economic Commission for ETurope

Report of the Regional Preparatory Meeting
for the World Conference of the United
Nations Decade for Women, organized by the
Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific and held at New Delhi from
5 to 9 November 1979

Report of the Regional Preparatory Meeting
of the Dconomic Commission for Latin
America: report of the Second Regional
Conference on the Integration of Vomen into
the Feonomic and Social Development of
Latin America, held at Macuto, Venezuela,
from 12 to 16 November 1979

Report of the Regional Preparatory Meeting
of the United Nations Economic Commission
for Africa (Second Regional Conference for
the Integration of Vemen in Development)

Report of the Regional Preparatory Meeting
of the Geconomic Commission for Vestern
Asia; Regional Programme of Action for
Western Asia for the second half of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace, 1981-1985

Recommendations relating to women and
development emerging from conferences held
under the auspices of the United Nations
or the specialized agencies: report of
the Secretary~-Ceneral
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Symbol

A/CONF,94/20 and
Corr. 1 and 2

A/CONF,9L/21 and Corr.l

A/CONF.OL/22 and Corr.l and 2

A/CONF, 9k /23

A/CONF, Ok /2k

A/CONF,9k4 /25

A/CONF,9L /26

A/CONF. 9L /o7

A/CONF, 9L /28

A/CONF, 94k /29

A/CONF, 94 /30

A/CONF.94 /31 and Corr.l

Title

Review of the activities of the
specialized apgencies and orpanizations in
the United Nations system aimed at the
implementation of the objectives of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace: report of the
Secretary-General

Effects of the Israeli cccupation on
Palestinian women inside and outside the
occupied territories: soecial and economic
conditions of the Palestinian women:
report adopted by the Regional Preparatory
Meeting of the Fconomic Commission for
Western Asia

Programme of Action for the Second alf of
the United Nations Decade for Vomen:
Bquality, Developrment and Peace: draft
adopted by the Preparatory Committee of
the Conference at its third session

Report of the Preparatory Committec of the
World Conference of the United Nations on
its third session

The situation of women refupgees the world
over: report prepared by the United
Nations Hirh Commissioner for Refuzees

Review and evaluation of propgress achieved
in the implementation of the World Flan of
Action: statistical abstract

Technological change and women workers:
the development of microelectronics:
report by a consultant

Information as a development resource for
the advancement of women: report prepared
by the secretariat of the Conference

Yomen in rural areas: report of the
Secretary~-General of the Conference

The effects of science and technolofy on
the employment of women: report of the
Secretary-General

Review and evaluation of progress made and
obstacles encountered at the national
level in attaining the objectives of the
World Plan of Action: report by the
Secretariat

Review and evaluation of mlobal and
regional programmes of the United Wations
system (1075-1980): report by the
Secretariat
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Symbol

A/CONF,94/32

A/CONF.9&/33k

A/CONF.OL/L.1

A/COYF,O4 /1.2 and Add,1l

A/COVF.OL/L.3

A/CONF,o4k /L, b
A/CONF,94/L,5
A/conr,ok/L,6
A/CONF,O4 /L, T

A/CONF, 94 /L. 8

A/CONF.94/L.9 and
Corr.l, Spanish only

A/CONF, 94 /L, 10
A/CONF,O4/L,.11

A/CONF,94/1.12
A/CONF,94/1.13

A/CONF,.9L4/L,1h
A/CONF,94/L,15

A/COFF.OL/L,16
A/COVY,9L/L.1T
A/COFF, 0L /1,18
A/CONF, 9 /1,19
A/CONF,OL/1..20

A/CONT, 94 /1,,20/Add.1

Title
Tlection of officers other than the
President: note by the Secretariat

Letter dated 21 July 1980 addressed to the
President of the Conference by the Head of
the delegation of Turkey

Amendments to the Draft Programme of
Action for the second half of the United
Nations Decade for Women

Report of the Pre-Conference consultations
held at the Bella Center, Copenhagen

Draft rogramme of fction for the Second
Falf of the United Nations Decade for
Vomen: amendments submitted by India

Tdem: amendments submitted by
Czechoslovakia

Idem: supplementary comments from the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland

Idem: amendments submitted by Poland

Tdem: amendments submitted by the German
Democratic Rerublic

Idem: amendments submitted T~
New Zealand

Tdem: amendments submitted by Austria

Idem: amendments submitted by Bulgaria

Idem: amendments submitted by
the Netherlands

Tdem: amendments submitted by Belgium

Idem: amendments submitted by Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Swyeden

Tdem: amendments submitted by Australia

Idem: amendments submitted by the United
States of America

Idem: amendments submitted by Switzerland
Idem: amendments submitted by Indonesia
Idem: amendment submitted by Canada

Idem: amendments submitted by Mexico
Draft report of the Conference

Idem: chapter II
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Symbol

A/CONF,94/L.20/Ad4d.,2
A/ConF,9k/L,20/Ad4. 3

A/CONF.94/L.21 and Corr.l and 2,
L.21/Add.1, L.21/A44.2 and
Add.2/Corr.1, L.21/Add.3, 3A and 3B,
L.21/Add.k

A/CONF.94/L.22 and Corr.l and 2,
L.22/Ad4.1, L.22/Add.2, L.22/A3d,3 and
Corr,l, L.22/Ad4,3A, 34/Corr.l,
Add,.3B, 3¢ D, 3% T.22/Add.4
I,.22/A44.5, L.22/A24.6

A/CORF,94/1.,23 and L.23/Add.1
A/CONF,.94/L.24 and Corr.l and 2
A/CONT,9k4/1.25

A/CONF,9k/L,26

A/CONF,9L/1, 27

A/éONF.9h/c.1/L.1

A/CONF,O4/C,1/L.2
A/CONF.Oh/C.1/L.3
A/CONF,94/C.1/T.. 4

AJCONT,. 94 /C.1/L.5
A/CONF,94/C,1/L.6
A/CONF,O4/C.1/L.T

A/CONF.Ok/C.1/L.B

Title

chapter III
chapter IV
Report of the First Committee

Report of the Second Committee

Report of the Committee of the Whole
Report of the Credentials Committee

Niger: draft resolution

Expression of thanks to the host country:
draft resolution submitted by Mexico

Question of convening another world
conference on women in 1985: draft
resolution submitted by Algeria, Angola,
Benin, Botswana, Burundi, Cape Verde,
Central African Republie, Congo, Egypt,
Ethiopia, (abon, Ghana, Guinea, Ivory
Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania,
Morocco, Mpozambique, Nigeria, Rwanda,
Senegal, Scmalis, Sudan, Swaziland, Togo,
Tunisia, Urganda, United Republic of
Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania,
Upper Volta, Zambia and Zimbabwe

Draft Programme of Action for the Second
Half of the United Nations Decade for

Women: amendments submitted by Cube
Idem: amendments submitted by Switzerland
Jdem: amendments submitted by Portusgal
Idem: draft resolution submitted by
Ecuador
Tdem: draft resolution submitted by
Ecuador (withdrewn and submitted
to Second Committee, as .2/L.23)
Idem amendments submitted by Switzerland
Jdem: amendments submitted by the Tnited
States of America
Idem: amendments submitted by Austria
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Symbol

A/CONF,9L/C.1/L.9

A/CONF,94/C.1/1.10
A/CONF,94/C,1/L.11
A/CONF,94/C.1/TL.12
A/CONF.9L/C.1/1.13

A/CONF.94/C.1/L.1L
A/CONF.OL/C.1/1.15

A/CONF.Oh/C.1/1..16
A/CONF.9L/C.1/T..17

A/CONF, 94 /C,1/L.18

A/CONF,0L/C.1/L.19

A/CONF,94/C.1/1.20

A/CONF.Ok/C.1/L.21

A/CONF.9L/C.1/L.22

A/CONF.O4/C,1/L.23

A/CONF .94 /C,1/L .2k

Title

Idem: amendments submitted by Belgium
Tdem: amendments submitted by Egypt

Idem: amendments submitted by Malaysia,

amendments submitted by Denmark

amendments submitted by Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden

Idem: amendments submitted by Iceland

Idem: amendments submitted to Section A
(paras, 39 to 89)

Idem: amendments submitted to Section B
(paras. 90 to 147)

Tdem: amendments submitted to Section C
(paras. 148 to 152)

Idem: national tarpgets and strategies for
women's intepration and
participation in economic and
social development, with special
emphasis on the subtheme
"Employment, Health and
Fducation". Draft resolution
submitted by Bangladesh, Barbados,
Ghana, Indonesia, Mexico, Papua
New Guinea, Philippines, Sri Lanka,
Thailand, Tunisia and Yemen

Idem: promotion of equality in education.
Draft resolution submitted by
Austria

Improving the situation of disabled women
of all ages: draft resolution submitted
by Argentina, Belgium, Federal Republic of
Germany, Italy, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Pakistan and Sweden

Migrant women: draft resolution submitted
by Italy

Necessity of fuller information on
national mchinery and legislation: draft
resolution submitted by Bulgaria

Elderly women and economic security:
draft resolution submitted by Federal
Republic of Germany, Ireland and the
United States of America

Battered women and violence in the family:
draft resolution submitted by Australia,
Portuzal and the United States of America
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Symbol

A/CONF.OL/C.1/L.25

A/COvF.oLk/C.1/L.26

A/CONF.94/C.1/L.27

A/CONF,.Ob/C.1/L.28
A/CONF.9%4/C.1/L.29

A/CONF.O4/C.1/L.30

A/CONF.94/C.1/L.31

A/CONF.OL/C.1/L.32

A/CONF.94/C.1/L.33 and Add.l

A/CONF.OL/C.1/L.3kL

A/CONF.9L4/C.1/1.35

A/CONF.9h/C.2/L.1

A/COER,OL/C,2/1.2
A/CONF.OL/C.2/1.3
A/COWF,0L/C.2/L.b

Title

Women and education: draft resolution
submitted by Mexico

fomen and discrimination based on race:
draft resolution submitted by the United
States of America

Women living in conditions of extreme
poverty: draft resolution submitted by
France

Vocational training for girls and women:
draft resolution submitted by Prance

Education of young women: draft
resolution submitted by Cuba and Mexico

Situation in Bolivia: draft resolution

submitted by Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Dominican Republic, Fcuador, Nicaragua,

Panama, Spain, United States of America,
Venezuela and Yugoslavia

Review and evaluation of progress made in
the implementation of the World Plan of

" Action at national level: draft

resolution submitted by Finland and Sweden

Convention on the elimination of all forms
of discrimination against women: draft
resolution submitted by Bulgaria, Burundi,
Byelorussion SSR, Colombia, Czechoslovakia,
Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic,
Ghana, Guinea, Hungary, Jamaica, Lao
People's Democratic Republie, Lesotho,
Madagascar, Mongolia, Philippines, Poland,
Rwande, Sri Lanka, Ukrainian SSR, Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics and Zambia

Report of the Drafting Group of Committee I

Promotion of equality in education and
training: draft resolution submitted by
Austria, Cuba, Ecuador, Trance, Mexico and

Venezuela

Women and diserimination based on race:
draft resolution submitted by Angola

Draft Programme of Action for the Second
Half of the United Nations Decade for
Yomen (A/CONF,94/22 and Corr.l)
Amendments submitted by Cuba

Tdem: amendments submitted by Indonesia
Tdem: amendments submitted by Thailand

Tdem: amendments submitted by Switzerland
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Symbol

A/CONF.94/C,2/L.5/Rev.1

A/CONF.O4/C.2/L.6
A/CONF.OL/C.2/L.T

A/CONF,94/C.2/L.8

A/CONF,94/C,2/L.9/Rev,1

A/conr.oh/c.2/L.10

A/CONF,94/C.2/L,11

A/COWF,94/C.2/L,12
A/COVF.94/C.2/1.13
A/CONF.9h/C.2/L,1k

A/CONF.9k/C.2/L,15

A/CONF.94/C.,2/1.16
A/CONF.O4/C.2/L,17
A/CONF.O4/C.2/1.18
A/CONF.94/C.2/L.19

A/CONF,94/C.2/L.,20
A/CONF.94/C.2/L.21
A/comr,9k/c.2/L.22

A/CONF,94/C,2/L.23/Rev,1 and

L.23/Corr.1

Title

Idem: amendments submitted by India

Tdem: amendments submitted by the United
States of America

Tdem: amendments submitted by
the Netherlands

Idem: amendments submitted by Austria

The role of women in the preparation of
societies for life in peace: draft
resolution submitted by Argentina,
Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Colombia, Comoros,
the Congo, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador,
Grenada, Guinea, Hungary, Indonesia,
Jamaica, Kenya, Madagascar, Mexico,
Mongolia, Panama, Philippines, Poland,
Togo, United Republic of Tanzania,
Venezuela and Zambis

Draft Programme of Action for the Second
Half of the United Nations Decade for
Women: amendments submitted by Bulgaria

Idem: amendments submitted by Denmark,
Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden

Tdem: amendments submitted by Nepal
Idem: amendment submitted by Italy

Idem: amendments submitted by Australia,
Malaysia, the Philippines and
Thailand

Idem: amendment submitted by
Czechoslovakia

Tdem: amendment submitted by Israel
Idem: amendment submitted by Malaysia
Idem: amendment submitted by New Zealand

Idem: amendments submitted by Algeria,
India, Sri Lanka and Yugoslavia

Idem: amendments submitted by Canada
Idem: amendments submitted by Iceland
Tdem: amendments submitted by Portugal

Regional and international targets and
strategies, taking into account the
subtheme "employment, health and
education”: draft resolution submitted by
Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, Jamaica, Nicaragua,
Panama, Papua New Guinea and Venezuela
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Symbol

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.2k

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.25

A/CONF.9L/C.2/L.26

A/CONF.Q4/C.2/L.27

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.28

A/CONF.9L/C.2/L.29/Rev.1

A/CONF.94/C.2/1.30

A/CONF.94/C.2/L..31/Rev.1

Title

{ntensification of drought control in the
Sahel: draft resolution submitted by
Cape Verde, Gambia, Meli, Mauritania,
Niger, Senegal and Upper Volta

Assistance to Lebanese women: draft
resolution submitted by Algeria (on
behalf of members of the League of Arab
States)

Women's participation in the strengthening
of international peace and security and in
the struggle against colonialism, racism,
racial discrimination, foreign aggression
and occupation and all forms of foreign
domination: draft resolution submitted
by Afghanistan, Benin, Bulgaris, Cuba,
Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen,
Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic,
Grenada, Guyana, Madagascar, Mongolia,
Mozambique, Nicaragua, Panama, Uganda,
Ukrainian SSR, Viet Nam, Zambia,

Zimbabwe

Improving the situation of disabled women
of all ages: draft resolution submitted
by Argentina, Germany, Federal Republic of
Italy, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, the
Philippines, Sweden, United Kingdom and the
United States of America

Women in agriculture: draft resolution
submitted by Berbados, Grenada, Swaziland,
Zambia and Zimbabwe

Measures to eliminate the traffic in women
and the exploitation of prostitution:
draft resolution submitted by Dominican

Republic

Women refugees: draft resclution
submitted by Barbados, Dominican Republic,
France, Germany, Federal Republic of,
Honduras, Italy, Japan, Lesotho, Mali,
Peru, Somalia, United Republic of
Tanzania, the United States of America and
Upper Volta

Integrated approach to the health and
welfare of women: draft resolution
submitted by Australia, Germany, Federal
Republic of, Japan, Jamaica, Jordan,
Lesotho, Pakistan, the Philippines,
Thailand and Togo
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Slgbol
A/CONF.9L/C.2/L.32

A/CONF.94/C.2/1.33

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.34

A/CONF.9L4/C.2/L.35

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.36

A/CONF.QL4/C.2/L.37

A/CONF.94/C.2/1.38

A/CONF.9L/C.2/L.39/Rev.1

A/CONF.94/C.2/L. %0

Title

Rural women's needs and concerns
throughout the world: draft resolution
submitted by Botswana, Egypt, Lesotho and
the United States of America

Implementation of the goals of the United
Nations Decade for Women within the
framework of the United Nations efforts
to achieve the New International Economie
Order through the third United Nations
development decade: draft resolution
submitted by Algeria, Ghana, Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Iraq, Nigeria, Panama,

Sri Lanka, Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zambia
and Zimbabwe

International Centre for Public
Enterprises in Developing Countries
(ICPE): draft resolution submitted by
Algeria, Ghana, Iraq, Jamaica, Sri Lanka,
Venezuela and Yugoslavia

Implementation of the objectives of the
Decade for Women 'equality, development
and peace" and the subthemes "employment,
health and education" within the
framevork of the New International
Economic Order: draft resolution
submitted by Mexico and Venezuela

Participation of rural women in the
development process: draft resolution
submitted by Mexico

International Conference on Sanctions
against South Africa: draft resolution
submitted by Afghanistan, Angola, German
Democratic Republic, Mongolia,
Mozambique

Protection of family budgets againast the
increase in hydrocarbon prices: draft
resolution submitted by Peru

International legislation to prevent the
sbandonment of families: draft resolution
submitted by Peru

Situation of women in Chile: draft
resolution submitted by Algeria, Cuba,
Grenada, Mexico and Yugoslavia
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Symbol

A/CONF.94/C,2/L. 41 /Rev.1

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.42/Rev.1

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.43

A/CONF.9L4/C.2/L. 4L and Corr.l

A/CONF.gh/C.2/L.L5

A/CONF.94/C.2/L. 46

A/CONF.9L/C.2/L. LT

A/CONF.9L/C.2/L.L8

A/CONF.9L/C.2/L. L9

Title

Situation of women in El Salvador: draft
resolution submitted by Cuba, Grenada,
Nicaragua

Hermonization of criminal laws to combat
drug traffic: draft resolution submitted
by Peru

Strengthening the women's programmes and
appointment of women in the secretariat
of the regional commissions and agencies
of the United Nations: draft resolution
submitted by Ghana, Guinea, Iraq, Jordan,
Kenya, Kuwait, Oman, United Arab Emirates
and United Republic of Cameroon

Co~ordination of status of women issues
within the United Nations system: draft
resolution submitted by Australia, Norway
and the United States of America.

Disappeared persons: draft resolution
submitted by Australia, Canada, Costa

Rica, Cyprus, Ghana, Greece, Jemaica,

the Netherlands, and Senegal

Women in the United Nations Secretariat:
draft resolution submitted by Canada,
Jamaica, the Netherlands, New Zealand and
the United States of America

International drinking water supply and
sanitation Decade: draft resolution
submitted by Botswana, Costa Rica, Fiji,
Ivory Coast, Lebanon, Lesotho, Mali,
Mauritaenia, Nepael, the Philippines,
Tunisis and the United States of America

On the right of all countries to seek
development assistance from any and all
sources, free from threats and attacks:
draft resolution submitted by Angola,
Grenads, Irag, Madagascar, Nicaragua and

Seychelles

Assistance to Sahrawi women: draft
resolution submitted by Algeria, Angola,
Burundi, Cape Verde, Cuba, Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mozambique,
Nicaragua, Viet Nam
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Symbol

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.50

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.51/Rev.1

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.52

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.53

A/CONF.9L/C.2/L.5k

A/CONF.9L4/C.2/L.55/Rev.1

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.56

Title

International assistance for the
reconstruction of Nicaragua: draft
resolution submitted by Brazil, Costa
Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
Grenada, Jamaica, Nicaragua, Panama,
Peru and Venezuels

Women and development assistance
programmes: draft resolution submitted
by Australia, Fiji, Ghana, Jamaica,
Lesotho, Papua New Guinea, the
Pnilippines, Samoa, Thailand, United
Republic of Tanzania

Health and well-being of the women of the
Pacific: draft resolution submitted by
Fiji, Papua New Guinea, and Samoa

The International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women:
draft resolution submitted by Cuba,
Dominican Republic, France, Gabon,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast,
Mexico, Rwanda, United Republic of
Camercon and Yugoslavia

Establishment and strengthening of
machinery for the integration of wonen
in development: draft resolution
submitted by Burundi, Congo, Gabon,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast,
Rwanda, Togo and United Republic of
Cameroon

Strengthening the role of the Commission
on the Status of Women: draft resolution
submitted by Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus,
Gabon, Greece, Guinea, Indonesia, Ivory
Coast, Kenya, Malaysia, the Philippines,
Romania, Rwanda, Senegal, Thailand, Togo,
Turkey, Venezuela, Zaire, Zambia and
Zimbabwe

Women and nutritional self-gufficiency:
draft resolution submitted by Gabon,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast,
Madagascar, Mali, Togo, United Republic
of Cameroon and Upper Volta
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Symbol
A/CONF.9L/C.,2/L.57

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.58/Rev.1

A/CONF,94/C,2/L.59/Rev,1

A/CONF.94/C.2/L.60

A/CONF.9k/C.2/L.61

A/CONF,9L/C.2/L. 62

A/CONT.9U/CW/CRP.1 and

Add.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11
and A/CONF,94/CW/CRP.1 and
Add,1-6/Corr.1

: Title
Voluntary Fund for the United Nations
Deca<_ie for Women: draft resolution
sut?mltted by Burundi, Congo, Gabon,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Ivory Coast,
Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, Togo, United
Republic of Cameroon and Zambia

A ar_'theid and vomen in South Africa end
Nemibia: dreft resolution submitted by
Nigeria (on behelf of the African Group

Exploitation of the prostitution of
others and traffic in persons: draft
resolution submitted by Argentina, Costa
Rica, France, Holy See, the United

States of America and Zaire

The situation of women refugees the world
over: draft resolution submitted by
Algeria, Bangladesh, Cyprus, Iren,

Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Maldives,

Pakistan, Qatar, Somalia and Sudan

Implementation of the geals of the

United Nations Decade for Women within
the framework of the United Nations
efforts to achieve the New International
Economic Order through the third United
Nations development decade: draft
resolution submitted by Algeria,

Argentina, Chana, Guinea, Mexico,
Venezuela, Yugoslavia, Zambia and
Zimbabwe

Women in agriculture and rural areas:
draft resolution submitted by Barbados .,
Botswane, Costa Rica, Cuba, BEgypt,
Ghana, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Lesotho,
Mexico, Nicaragua, Suriname, Trinidad
and Tobago, Zambia and Zimbabwe

Text arising from informel consultations
chaired by the Deputy Presiding Officer,
Mr, Umayya Tukan, of the Committee of th
Whole on the Introducticn and Chapters I
and II of the Programme of Action for
the Second Half of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Iquality, Development
and Peace
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Information documents

Symbol. Title
A/CONF.94/INF.1 Information for participants
A/CONF,QL/INF.2 and Add.1l National reports: 1list
A/CONF,9L4/INF.3 and Add.1l IList of participants
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B.

Country

Democratic Kampuchea

Colombia

Israel

Chile

Cuba

France

Jamaica

Seychelles

Bulgaria

Japan

Canada

India

Indonesia

Thailand

Venezuela

Dominican Republic

Guatemala

Argentina

Panama

Poland

Guinea

Portugal

Viet Nam

Egypt

Malawi

Austria

Philippines

United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland

Byelorussian SSR

Tunisia

United States of America

China

New Zealand

Irag

Australia

Samoa

Bhutan

Sri Lanka

Kuwait

Guyana

Malaysia

Sudan

Barbados

Ecuador

Nigeria

Oman

Jordan

1.

Background documents

NATIONAL REPORTS

Symbol

A/CONF.9L/NR/1
A/CONF.9L/NR/2
A/CONF.9L4/NR/3
A/CONF.94/NR/L
A/CONF.94/NR/5
A/CONF.9L/NR/6

A/CONF.9L/NR/T7/Rev.l

A/CONF.9L/NR/8

A/CONF.9L/NR/9

A/CONF.94/NR/10
A/CONF.94/NR/11
A/CONF.9L/WR/12
A/CONF.OL/NR/13
A/CONF.94/NR/1L
A/CONF.9L/NR/15
A/CONF.9L4/NR/16
A/CONF.9L/NR/1T
A/CONF.9L/NR/18
A/CONF.9L/NR/19
A/CONF.9L/NR/20
A/CONF.9L/NR /21
A/CONF.OL/NR/22
A/CONF.9L/NR/23
A/CONF.94/NR /2L
A/CONF.9L/NR/25
A/CONF.9OL/NR/26
A/CONF.9L/NR /2T

A/CONF.94/NR/28
A/CONF.94/NR/29
A/CONF.9L4/NR/30
A/CONF.9L/NR/31
A/CONF.94/NR/32
A/CONF.9L4/NR/33
A/CONF.94/NR/3k
A/CONF .94 /NR/35
A/CONF.94/NR/36
A/CONF.9L/NR/37
A/CONF .94 /NR/38
A/CONF.9L4/NR/39
A/CONF.9L/NR/LO
A/CONF.9L/NR/L1
A/CONF .94 /NR/L2
A/CONF.9L /NR/U43
A/CONF.9L/NR /4L
A/CONF.9L/NR/L5
A/CONF.94/NR/LE
A/CONF.QU/NR/LT
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Date

May 1980
May 1980
May 1980
May 1980
May 1980
May 1980
June 1980
May 1980
May 1980
May 1980
May 1980
May 1980
May 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980

June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
June 1980
July 1980
July 1980
July 1980
July 1980
July 1980
July 1980
July 1980
July 1980
July 1980
July 1980
July 1980
July 1980
July 1980
July 1980



Country

Swaziland
Sweden
Norway
Pakistan
Congo
Lebanon
Democratic Yemen
Greece
Algeria
Ivory Coast
Thailand
United Arab Emirates
Maldives
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Iran
Ttaly
Federal Republic
of Germany
Spain
German Democratic Republic
Kenya
Ireland

Symbol

A/CONF.Ok /NR/L8
A/CONF .9k /NR/LO
A/CONF.94 /NR/50
A/CONF.94 /NR/51
A/CONF.9L /NR/52
A/CONF .94 /NR/53
A/CONF .9k /NR/54
A/CONF,94 /NR /55
A/CONF .94 /MR /56
A/CONF.94 /NR/57
A/CONF.9L /NR/58
A/CONF.9k4 /NR/59
A/CONF.9L /NR/60
A/CONF.94 /NR/61
A/CONF.9L /NR/62
A/CONF .94 /NR/63

A/CONF.9L /NR/6k
A/CONF .9k /NR/65
A/CONF.9L4 /NR/66
A/CONF. 9L /NR/67
A/CONF.9L /NR/68
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15
18
17
17
17
17
18
21
21
21
21
22
22
22
23
23

25
25
28
29
29

Date

July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July
July

July
July
July
July
July

1980
1980
1980
1980
1980
1980
1980
1980
1980
1980
1980
1980
1980
1980
1980
1980

1980
1980
1980
1980
1980



. Background papers

Symbol Title
A/CONF.9L/BP.1 United Netions Industrial Development Organization:

Preparatory Meeting on the Role of Women in
Industrialization in Developing Countries.,
Vienna, Austria, 6-10 November 1978

A/CONF.94/BP.2 World Health Organization: Health and the status of
women
A/CONF.94/BP.3 Department of Technical Co-operastion for Development:

review of past and planned activities in implementation
of the World Plan of Action

A/CONF.9U/BP.4 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations:
Programme of Action of the World Conference on Agrarian
Reform and Rural Development: integration of women in
rural development

A/CONF.9L/BP.5 The contribution of the World Food Programme to the
United Nations Decade for Women

A/CONF.9L/BP.6 International Labour Organisation: measures taken to
implement the programme of the United Nations Decade
for Women: Equality, Development end Peace

A/CONF.94/BP.T Lusaka Declaration of the Commonwealth on Racism and
Racial Prejudice

A/CONF.9L/BP.& Report by the United Nations Institute for Training
and Research

A/CONF.94/BP.9/Rev.1 Seminar on traditional practices affecting the health
of women and children: report prepared by the World

Health Organization

A/CONF.94/BP.10 International Seminar on Women and the Media, United
Nations, New York, 20-23 May 1980

A/CONF.94/BP.11 Review of past and planned activities in implementation
of the World Plan of Action: Report prepared by the
Department of International Economic and Social Affairs

A/CONF.94/BP.12 United Nations Children's Fund: women, children and
developuent
A/CONF.94/BP.13 United Nations Fund for Population Activities: UNFPA

policies and programmes in the field of women, population
and development

A/CONF.9L/BP.1k United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organizetion: +the school education of girls
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Symbol

A/CONF.94 /BP.15

A/CONF.94 /BP.16

A/CONF.SL/BP.17

A/CONF.94/BP.18

A/CONF.94/BP.19

DP/453

Title

World Bank: Recognizing the "invisible" women in
development: +the World Bank's experience

The effects of apartheid on the employment of women
in South Africa and a history of the role of women in
the trade unions

Summary report of the Montreal and Helsinki seminars
on women and apartheid

The Voluntary Fund of the United Nations Decade for
Women: report of the Secretary-General

Report of the Special Rapporteur on the influence of
the mass communications media on attitudes towards the
roles of women and men in present-day society

Summary of action-oriented assessment of rural women's

participation in development: prepared by the United
Nations Development Programme
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Submissions by non-governmental organizations

A/CONF. 94 /NGO/1

A/CONF.9k4/NGO/2

A/CONF, 94 /NGO/3

A/CONF. 94 /NGO/b

A/CONF .94 /NGO/5

A/CONF /9L /NGO/6

A/CONF.94 /NGO /T

A/CONF.9k4 /NGO/8

A/CONF .94 /NGO/9

A/CONF.94/NGO/10

A/CONF.94/NGO/11

A/CONF. 9L /NGO/12

A/CONF.94 /NGO/13

A/CONF .94 /NGO/1k

A/CONF .94 /NGO/15

A/CONF .94 /NGO/16

A/CONF .94 /NGO/1T

International Association of Religious Freedom
"Challenging Patriarchal Vision"

Associated Country-Women of the World
"Statement to the World Conference"

International Council of Nurses
"Statement on Women and Health"

International Pederation of Business and Professional Women
"Preparing for the 80's"

- Medical Vomen's International Association

"Statement for the WCUNDW: Equality, Developrment and Peacc

Pan-Pacific and South-East Asia Women's Association
"Statement to the World Conference on the WCUNDW"

International Federation of Business and Professional Women
"Statement to the 1980 WCUNDW, Copenhagen, July 1980"

St. Joan's International Alliance
"Statement for circulation at the WCUNDW: Eguality,
Development and Peace"

Lutheran World Federation
"address to the WCUNDW"

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
"Statement on the Employment of Women"

Baha'i International Community
"The Integration of Women in Development"

Friends World Committee for Consultation
"statement by Friends World Committee for Consultation'

Internstional Movement A.T.D, Fourth World
"Women of the lLth World"

International League for Humen Rights
"Statement for WCUNDW by International League for Humen

Rights"

International Council on Alcohol and Addictions
"Women and Addiction"

Christian Peace Conference
"Statement to the WCUNDW"

European Union of Women ‘
"statement to the World Conference of Women of the United
Nations in Copenhagen, 1980"
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Submissions by non-governmental organizations (continued)

A/CONF .9k /NGO/18

A/CONF .94 /NGO/19

A/CONF .94 /NGO/20

A/CONF.9L/NGO/21

A/CONF. Ok /NGO/22

A/CONF,Qk /NGQ/23

A/CONF. 9k /NG0o /2L

A/CONF.94/NGO/25

A/CONF.9L /NCO/26

A/CONF. 9L /NGO /27

A/CONF.94 /NGO/28

A/CONF ., 9k /NGO/29

A/CONF .94 /NGO/30

A/CONF.9L /NGO/31

AJCONT.LOL/NGO/32

International Alliance of Women
"Review and Appraisal of IAW Regional Seminars and
Follow-up Projects 1972-1979"

Open Door International
"Décennie des Nations Unies Pour la Femme"

International Council of Jewish Women
"The Condition of Palestinian Arab Women in the
Administered Territories”

International Federation of University Women
"Continuing (Life-long) Education"

Women's International Democratic Federsation
"Memo on Implementation of the World Plan of Action to
realize the Aims of the International Women's Year"

International Union of Students
"Equality -~ Development - Peace"

International Planned Parenthood Federation

"'Statement to the WCUNDW: Equality, Development end Peace -

Copenhagen, July 198Q"

World Federation of United Nations Associations
"Education for Peace against the Arms Race'

World Jewish Congress

"Integration of Family Medicine into University Teaching

Hospital in Israel: A Pilot Project"

Catholic International Education

"Message to the World Conference for the second half of the

United Nations Decade for Women"

Soroptimist Internatiocnal
"Statement to the WCUNDW'

International Federation on Ageing
"The Status of Older Women in Society - an Internal

Perspective"

International Federation of Agricultural Producers B
"Statement to the WCUNDW, Copenhagen, 14-30 July 1980"

Internaticral Society for Commun%ty Development
"Women and Community Development'

International Council of Women .
"statement to the WCUNDW, Copenhagen, 14-30 July 1980
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A/CONF.9L /NGO/33

A/CONF. 94 /NGO/ 3k

A/CONF. 9L /NGO/ 35

A/CONF, 9L /NGO /36

A/CONF,9U4/NGO/3T

A/CONF.9L/NGO/38

A/CONF. 94 /NGO/39

A/CONF, 9L /NGO /40

A/CONF.QL /NGO /L1

A/CONF, 94 /NGO /L2

A/CONF .94 /NGO/L3

A/CONF.9L/NGO/LL

A/CONF. 9L /NGO/45

A/COUWF. 9k /NGO/LE

Caritas Internationalis
"Les Femmes Réfugides"

ﬁll Pakistan Women's Association
Statement to the World Conference/Forum, United Nations
Decade for Women - Copenhagen, 14-30 Juiy 1980"

World Confederstion of Organizations of the Teaching
Profession

"Recommendation on Equal Opportunities for Girls and Boys"

"Statement of Non-Governmental Organizetions to the World
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women"

All-TIndian Women's Conference
"Statement to the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women"

International Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa
"The Heroic Women of Namibie and South Africa"

International Federation for Home Economies
"Statement to the Mid-Decade World Conference on Women,
Copenhagen, July 1980"

International Federation of Social Workers
"Statement to the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women, Copenhagen, July 1980"

World's Women's Christian Temperance Union
"World Conference of the United Nations Mid-Decade for Women,

Agenda Item No. 8 - "Developments relating to the progress
achieved in the implementation of the World Plan of Action"

World Peace Council
"Statement to the World Conference of the United Nations

Decade for Women - Equality, Development and Peace"

The Afro-Asian People's Solidarity Organization
"Statement to the World Conference of the United Nations

Decade for Women"

The World Federation of Democratic Youth ' .
"Declaration $o the World Conference of the United Nations

Decade for Women"

International Federation of Women in Legal Careers
"Statements to the United Nations World Conference for Women,

Copenhagen, 1L4-30 July 1980"
Zonta International

"oonta International Statement to the World Conference otf' the
United Nations Decade for Women"
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A/CONF.94/NGO/LT Women's International League for Peace and Freedom
"Statement to the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women, Copenhagen, 27 July 1980"

A/CONF. 9L /NGO/L8 The International Associatioun of Art
"Statement to the World Conference of the United Nations

Decade for Women"

A/CONF .94 /NGO/L9 Joint statement of non-governmental orgenizations
"Fmployed and Equal in United Nations?”

A/CONF. 94 /NG0O/50 International Co-operative Alliance
"Statement to the World Conference for the United Nations
Decade for Women, Copenhagen, 14-30 July 1980"

A/CONF.9L /NGO/51 La Unidén Mundial Demberata Cristiana
"Declaracidn a la Conferencia Mundial de las Naciones
Unidas en la mitad del Decenio de la Mujer"

A/CONF.9L /NGO/52 The World Council of Indigenous Peoples
"The Indigenous Women Speak"

A/CONF. 9L /NGO/53 United Nations of Yoga

"Address to the World Conference of the United Nations
Decade for Women"
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HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

United Nations publications may be obtained from bookstores and distributors
throughout the world. Consult your bookstore or write to: United Nations, Sales
Section, New York or Geneva.

COMMENT SE PROCURER LES PUBLICATIONS DES NATIONS UNIES

Les publications des Nations Unies sont en vente dans les librairies et les agences
dépositaires du monde entier. Informez-vous auprés de votre libraire ou adreasez-vous
A : Nations Unies, Section des ventes, New York ou Genéve.

KAK IIO/IYIHTL H3XAHUA OPTAHH 3AIMN OB BhENHHEHHBIX HAIIHA

Hspnannag Opranusansi O6begHHeHHbIX HAUHA MOXHO KYNHTb B KHH¥HBIX MAr&-
3HHAX H AI'€HTCTBAX BO BCeX palionax mupa. Hanoaure crnpasky o6 H3IAHHAX B
BaUleM KHHMHOM MATA3HHEe WIH NHIIATE 1o alpecy: OpraHusannia O6LeqHHeHHbLIX
Hanu#t, Cexqua no npoaaxe Haganul, Horo-Mlopk HiaH JKeHepa.

COMO CONSEGUIR PUBLICACIONES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

Las publicaciones de las Naciones Unidas estdn en venta en librerfas y casas distri-
buidoras en todas partes del mundo. Consulte a su librero o dirfjase a: Naciones
Unidas, Seccién de Ventas, Nueva York o Ginebra.

Litho in United Nations, New York Price: $U.S. 18.00 United Nations publication
22280—October 1880-—-7,700 Sales No. E.80.IV.3





