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Chapter 1
RESOLUTI ONS ADCPTED BY THE CONFERENCE
Resolution 1
| stanbul Declaration on Human Settlenments and the Habitat Agenda*

The United Nations Conference on Human Settlenents (Habitat |

Having net at |stanbul from3 to 14 June 1996,

1. Adopts the Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlenents and the Habitat
Agenda: goals and principles, commtnents and gl obal plan of action, which
are annexed to the present resolution

2. Reconmends to the CGeneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session that it

endorse the Istanbul Declaration and the Habitat Agenda, as adopted by the
Conf er ence.

* Adopted at the 18th plenary meeting, on 14 June 1996; for the
di scussi on, see chap. VIII
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Annex |
| stanbul Declaration on Human Settl enents
1. W, the Heads of State or Governnent and the official del egations of

countries assenbled at the United Nati ons Conference on Human Settl enents
(Habitat 11) in Istanbul, Turkey from3 to 14 June 1996, take this opportunity
to endorse the universal goals of ensuring adequate shelter for all and nmaking
human settl ements safer, healthier and nore |iveable, equitable, sustainable
and productive. CQur deliberations on the two major thenes of the Conference -
adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settl ements devel opnent in an
urbani zing world - have been inspired by the Charter of the United Nations and
are ainmed at reaffirmng existing and forgi ng new partnerships for action at
the international, national and local levels to inprove our |iving
environnent. W commit ourselves to the objectives, principles and
recomendati ons contained in the Habitat Agenda and pl edge our nutual support
for its inplenentation.

2. W& have considered, with a sense of urgency, the continuing deterioration
of conditions of shelter and human settlenents. At the sanme tine, we
recogni ze cities and towns as centres of civilization, generating economc
devel opnent and social, cultural, spiritual and scientific advancenent. W
nmust take advantage of the opportunities presented by our settlenments and
preserve their diversity to pronote solidarity anong all our peoples.

3. We reaffirmour comitnment to better standards of living in |arger
freedomfor all humankind. W recall the first United Nations Conference on
Hurmman Settl enents, held at Vancouver, Canada, the cel ebration of the
International Year of Shelter for the Honel ess and the d obal Strategy for
Shelter to the Year 2000, all of which have contributed to increased gl oba
awar eness of the problens of human settlenments and called for action to

achi eve adequate shelter for all. Recent United Nations world conferences,
including, in particular, the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Devel opnent, have given us a conprehensive agenda for the equitable attai nnent
of peace, justice and denocracy built on econom c devel opnent, soci al

devel opnent and environnental protection as interdependent and mutually

rei nforcing conponents of sustainable devel opnent. W have sought to
integrate the outcomes of these conferences into the Habitat Agenda.

4. To inprove the quality of life within human settlenents, we nust conbat
the deterioration of conditions that in nost cases, particularly in devel oping
countries, have reached crisis proportions. To this end, we rnust address
conprehensively, inter alia, unsustainable consunption and production
patterns, particularly in industrialized countries; unsustainable popul ation
changes, including changes in structure and distribution, giving priority
consi deration to the tendency towards excessive popul ati on concentration;
honel essness; increasing poverty; unenploynent; social exclusion;, famly
instability; inadequate resources; lack of basic infrastructure and services;
| ack of adequate planning; grow ng insecurity and viol ence; environmnental
degradation; and increased vulnerability to disasters.

5. The chal | enges of human settlenents are gl obal, but countries and regi ons
al so face specific problens which need specific solutions. W recognize the
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need to intensify our efforts and cooperation to inprove living conditions in
the cities, towns and villages throughout the world, particularly in
devel opi ng countries, where the situation is especially grave, and in
countries with economes in transition. In this connection, we acknow edge
that gl obalization of the world econony presents opportunities and chal |l enges
for the devel opment process, as well as risks and uncertainties, and that

achi evenent of the goals of the Habitat Agenda would be facilitated by,

inter alia, positive actions on the issues of financing of devel opnent,
external debt, international trade and transfer of technology. Qur cities
nmust be pl aces where human beings lead fulfilling Iives in dignity, good
heal t h, safety, happi ness and hope.

6. Rural and urban devel opment are interdependent. 1In addition to inproving
the urban habitat, we nust also work to extend adequate infrastructure, public
servi ces and enpl oynent opportunities to rural areas in order to enhance their
attractiveness, develop an integrated network of settlenments and ninim ze

rural -to-urban migration. Snall- and nmedi um sized towns need special focus.

7. As hunman beings are at the centre of our concern for sustainable

devel opnent, they are the basis for our actions as in inplenenting the Habitat
Agenda. W recogni ze the particular needs of wonmen, children and youth for
safe, healthy and secure living conditions. W shall intensify our efforts to
eradi cate poverty and discrinination, to pronote and protect all human rights
and fundanental freedons for all, and to provide for basic needs, such as
education, nutrition and |life-span health care services, and, especially,
adequate shelter for all. To this end, we conmmit ourselves to inproving the
[iving conditions in human settlements in ways that are consonant with | oca
needs and realities, and we acknow edge the need to address the gl obal,
econoni ¢, social and environnmental trends to ensure the creation of better
living environments for all people. W shall also ensure the full and equa
participation of all wonen and nen, and the effective participation of youth,
in political, economic and social life. W shall pronote full accessibility
for people with disabilities, as well as gender equality in policies,
progranmmes and projects for shelter and sustainabl e human settl enents

devel opnent. W nmake these commitnents with particular reference to the nore
than one billion people living in absolute poverty and to the nmenbers of

vul nerabl e and di sadvantaged groups identified in the Habitat Agenda.

8. We reaffirmour commitment to the full and progressive realization of the
right to adequate housing as provided for in international instruments. To
that end, we shall seek the active participation of our public, private and
non- governmental partners at all levels to ensure |legal security of tenure,
protection fromdiscrimnation and equal access to affordable, adequate
housing for all persons and their famlies.

9. We shall work to expand the supply of affordabl e housing by enabling
markets to performefficiently and in a socially and environmental |y
responsi bl e manner, enhancing access to I and and credit and assisting those
who are unable to participate in housing markets.

10. In order to sustain our global environment and i nprove the quality of
l[iving in our human settlenents, we conmit ourselves to sustainable patterns
of production, consunption, transportation and settlenments devel opnent;
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pol lution prevention; respect for the carrying capacity of ecosystens; and the
preservation of opportunities for future generations. |In this connection, we
shal |l cooperate in a spirit of global partnership to conserve, protect and
restore the health and integrity of the Earth's ecosystem In view of
different contributions to global environnental degradation, we reaffirmthe
principle that countries have conmon but differentiated responsibilities. W
al so recogni ze that we nust take these actions in a nmanner consistent with the
precautionary principle approach, which shall be w dely applied according to
the capabilities of countries. W shall also pronote healthy living
environnents, especially through the provision of adequate quantities of safe
wat er and effective managenent of waste.

11. We shall pronote the conservation, rehabilitation and nai ntenance of
bui | di ngs, monunents, open spaces, |andscapes and settlenment patterns of
historical, cultural, architectural, natural, religious and spiritual val ue.

12. W adopt the enabling strategy and the principles of partnership and
participation as the nost denocratic and effective approach for the
realization of our conmitments. Recognizing |ocal authorities as our cl osest
partners, and as essential, in the inplenmentation of the Habitat Agenda, we
must, within the legal franework of each country, pronote decentralization

t hrough denocratic | ocal authorities and work to strengthen their financia
and institutional capacities in accordance with the conditions of countries,
whi l e ensuring their transparency, accountability and responsiveness to the
needs of people, which are key requirenments for Governnments at all levels. W
shal | al so increase our cooperation with parlianmentarians, the private sector,
| abour uni ons and non-governnental and other civil society organizations with
due respect for their autonony. W shall also enhance the role of wonmen and
encour age socially and environnental ly responsi bl e corporate i nvestnment by the
private sector. Local action should be guided and stimulated through | oca
programes based on Agenda 21, the Habitat Agenda, or any other equival ent
programe, as well as draw ng upon the experience of worl dw de cooperation
initiated in Istanbul by the Wrld Assenbly of G ties and Local Authorities,
wi t hout prejudice to national policies, objectives, priorities and programmes.
The enabling strategy includes a responsibility for Governnents to inpl ement
speci al nmeasures for nenmbers of di sadvantaged and vul nerabl e groups when
appropri ate.

13. As the inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda will require

adequat e fundi ng, we rnust mobilize financial resources at the nationa

and international |evels, including new and additional resources from al
sources - nultilateral and bilateral, public and private. In this connection,
we nust facilitate capacity-building and pronote the transfer of appropriate
technol ogy and know how. Furthernore, we reiterate the commtnents set out in
recent United Nations conferences, especially those in Agenda 21 on funding
and technol ogy transfer.

14. W believe that the full and effective inplenmentation of the Habitat
Agenda will require the strengthening of the role and functions of the

United Nations Centre for Human Settlenments (Habitat), taking into account the
need for the Centre to focus on well-defined and thoroughly devel oped

obj ectives and strategic issues. To this end, we pledge our support for the
successful inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda and its gl obal plan of action
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Regardi ng the inplenentation of the Habitat Agenda, we fully recognize the
contribution of the regional and national action plans prepared for this
Conf er ence.

15. This Conference in Istanbul marks a new era of cooperation, an era of a
culture of solidarity. As we nove into the twenty-first century, we offer a
positive vision of sustainable human settlenments, a sense of hope for our
comon future and an exhortation to join a truly worthwhil e and engagi ng
chal | enge, that of building together a world where everyone can live in a safe
hone with the promise of a decent life of dignity, good health, safety,

happi ness and hope.
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Chapter |
PREAMBLE
1. W recogni ze the inperative need to inprove the quality of hunman

settlenents, which profoundly affects the daily lives and well-being of our
peopl es. There is a sense of great opportunity and hope that a new world can
be built, in which economn c devel opnent, social devel opnent and environnent al
protection as interdependent and rmutually reinforcing conponents of
sust ai nabl e devel opment can be realized through solidarity and cooperation

wi thin and between countries and through effective partnerships at all |evels
I nternational cooperation and universal solidarity, guided by the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and in a spirit of
partnership, are crucial to inproving the quality of life of the peoples of
the worl d.

2. The purpose of the second United Nations Conference on Human
Settlenments (Habitat 1l1) is to address two thenes of equal gl obal inportance:
"Adequat e shelter for all" and "Sustai nabl e human settl enments devel oprment in
an urbani zing world". Human beings are at the centre of concerns for

sust ai nabl e devel opnent, including adequate shelter for all and sustainable
human settlenents, and they are entitled to a healthy and productive life in
harnony wi th nature.

3. As to the first thene, a |l arge segnent of the world's popul ation |acks
shelter and sanitation, particularly in devel oping countries. W recognize
that access to safe and healthy shelter and basic services is essential to a
person's physical, psychol ogical, social and econonic well-being and shoul d be

a fundanental part of our urgent actions for the nore than one billion people
wi t hout decent living conditions. Qur objective is to achieve adequate
shelter for all, especially the deprived urban and rural poor, through an

enabl i ng approach to the devel opment and i nprovenment of shelter that is
environnental |y sound.

4, As to the second thene, sustainable devel opnent of hunan settlenents
conbi nes econom ¢ devel opnent, social devel opnment and environment al

protection, with full respect for all human rights and fundanmental freedons,
including the right to devel opnent, and offers a neans of achieving a world of
greater stability and peace, built on ethical and spiritual vision

Denocracy, respect for human rights, transparent, representative and
account abl e governnent and adninistration in all sectors of society, as wel

as effective participation by civil society, are indispensable foundations for
the realization of sustainable devel opnent. The | ack of devel opnent and the
exi stence of w despread absolute poverty can inhibit the full and effective
enj oynment of human rights and undermi ne fragile denocracy and popul ar
participation. Neither of them however, can be invoked to justify violations
of human rights and fundanental freedons.

5. Recogni zi ng the gl obal nature of these issues, the internationa
conmunity, in convening Habitat |11, has decided that a concerted gl oba
approach coul d greatly enhance progress towards achi eving these goals.
Unsust ai nabl e patterns of production and consunption, particularly in

i ndustrialized countries, environmental degradation, denographic changes,
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wi despread and persistent poverty, and social and economic inequality can have
| ocal, cross-national and gl obal inpacts. The sooner communities, |oca
governments and partnershi ps anong the public, private and comunity sectors
join efforts to create conprehensive, bold and innovative strategies for
shelter and hunman settlenents, the better the prospects will be for the
safety, health and wel|l-being of people and the brighter the outl ook for
solutions to global environnent and social problens.

6. Havi ng consi dered the experience since the first United Nations
Conference on Human Settlenments, held at Vancouver, Canada, in 1976,

Habitat Il reaffirns the results fromrelevant recent world conferences and
has devel oped theminto an agenda for human settlenents: the Habitat Agenda.
The United Nations Conference on Environment and Devel opnent - the

Earth Sunmit - held at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in 1992, produced Agenda 21

At that Conference, the international conmunity agreed on a framework for the
sust ai nabl e devel opnent of human settlenments. Each of the other conferences,
i ncluding the Fourth Wrld Conference on Winen (Beijing, 1995), Wrld Summt
for Social Devel opment (Copenhagen, 1995), the International Conference on
Popul ati on and Devel oprment (Cairo, 1994), the d obal Conference on the
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprrent of Snall |sland Devel opi ng States (Barbados, 1994),
the World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction (Yokohana, 1994) and the
Wirl d Conference on Hunman Rights (Vienna, 1993), as well as the Wbrld Sunmit
for Children (New York, 1990) and the Wrld Conference on Education for Al
(Jontien, Thailand, 1990), al so addressed inportant social, econom c and

envi ronnent al issues, including components of the sustainabl e devel oprent
agenda, for which successful inplenmentation requires action at the |ocal,

nati onal and international levels. The Gobal Strategy for Shelter to the
Year 2000, adopted in 1988, which enphasizes the need for inproved production
and delivery of shelter, revised national housing policies and an enabling
strategy, offers useful guidelines for the realization of adequate shelter for
all in the next century.

7. During the course of history, urbanization has been associated with
econom ¢ and social progress, the pronotion of literacy and education, the

i mprovenent of the general state of health, greater access to social services,
and cultural, political and religious participation. Denocratization has
enhanced such access and neani ngful participation and invol vement for civi
soci ety actors, for public-private partnerships, and for decentralized,
participatory planning and managenment, which are inportant features of a
successful urban future. G ties and towns have been engi nes of growth and

i ncubators of civilization and have facilitated the evolution of know edge,
culture and tradition, as well as of industry and commerce. Urban

settl enents, properly planned and managed, hold the promi se for human

devel opnent and the protection of the world' s natural resources through their
ability to support large nunbers of people while linmting their inmpact on the
natural environnent. The growth of cities and towns causes social, economc
and envi ronmental changes that go beyond city boundaries. Habitat |l deals
with all settlenents - large, nmediumand small - and reaffirnms the need for
uni versal inprovements in living and working conditions.

8. To overcone current problens and to ensure future progress in the
i mprovenent of econom ¢, social and environnmental conditions in human
settlenents, we nmust begin with a recognition of the challenges facing cities
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and towns. According to current projections, by the turn of the century, nore
than three billion people - one half of the world' s population - will live and
work in urban areas. The nost serious problens confronting cities and towns
and their inhabitants include inadequate financial resources, |ack of

enpl oyment opportunities, spreadi ng honel essness and expansi on of squatter
settlenents, increased poverty and a w dening gap between rich and poor,
growi ng insecurity and rising crine rates, inadequate and deteriorating
bui | di ng stock, services and infrastructure, |ack of health and educationa
facilities, inmproper |land use, insecure |land tenure, rising traffic
congestion, increasing pollution, |ack of green spaces, inadequate water
supply and sanitation, uncoordinated urban devel opment and an i ncreasing

vul nerability to disaster. Al of these have seriously challenged the
capacities of Governnents, particularly those of devel oping countries, at al
levels to realize econonic devel opnent, social devel opnment and environment al
protection, which are interdependent and nutual ly reinforcing conponents of
sust ai nabl e devel opment - the framework for our efforts to achieve a higher
quality of life for all people. Rapid rates of international and interna
mgration, as well as population growth in cities and towns, and unsustai nabl e
patterns of production and consunption rai se these problens in especially
acute forns. In these cities and towns, |arge sections of the world's urban
popul ation live in inadequate conditions and are confronted with serious

probl ems, including environmental problens, that are exacerbated by inadequate
pl anni ng and manageri al capacities, lack of investnment and technol ogy, and

i nsufficient nobilization and inappropriate allocation of financial resources,
as well as by a lack of social and economi c opportunities. In the case of
international migration, mgrants have needs for housing and basic services,
education, enploynent and social integration without a | oss of cultural
identity, and they are to be given adequate protection and attention within
host countri es.

9. In the process of globalization and grow ng i nterdependence, rura
settlenents represent a great challenge and opportunity for renewed
devel opnental initiatives at all levels and in all fields. Many rura

settl enents, however, are facing a | ack or an inadequacy of econonic
opportunities, especially enploynment, and of infrastructure and services,
particularly those related to water, sanitation, health, education,

conmuni cation, transportation and energy. Appropriate efforts and
technol ogi es for rural devel opnent can help to reduce, inter alia, inbalances,
unsust ai nabl e practices, poverty, isolation, environnental pollution and
insecure land tenure. Such efforts can contribute to inproving the |inkage of
rural settlenents with the mainstream of economic, social and cultural life,
to assuring sustainable comunities and safe environments, and to reducing
pressures on urban grow h.

10. Cties, towns and rural settlenents are |linked through the novenents of
goods, resources and people. Urban-rural |inkages are of crucial inportance
for the sustainability of human settlenents. As rural popul ation growth

has out paced t he generation of enploynent and economni c opportunities,

rural -to-urban migration has steadily increased, particularly in devel oping
countries, which has put enormpus pressure on urban infrastructure and
services already under serious stress. It is urgent to eradicate rura
poverty and to inprove the quality of living conditions, as well as to create
enpl oyment and educati onal opportunities in rural settlenments, regiona
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centres and secondary cities. Full advantage nust be taken of the
conpl ementary contributions and |inkages of rural and urban areas by bal anci ng
their different econonmic, social and environnmental requirenents.

11. More people than ever are living in absolute poverty and without adequate
shelter. Inadequate shelter and homel essness are growing plights in many
countries, threatening standards of health, security and even life itself.
Everyone has the right to an adequate standard of living for thensel ves and
their famlies, including adequate food, clothing, housing, water and
sanitation, and to the continuous inprovenment of living conditions.

12. The rapidly increasing nunber of displaced persons, including refugees,

ot her displaced persons in need of international protection and internally

di spl aced persons, as a result of natural and human- nade di sasters in nany
regions of the world, is aggravating the shelter crisis, highlighting the need
for a speedy solution to the problemon a durable basis.

13. The needs of children and youth, particularly with regard to their living
environnent, have to be taken fully into account. Special attention needs to
be paid to the participatory processes dealing with the shaping of cities,
towns and nei ghbourhoods; this is in order to secure the living conditions of
children and of youth and to make use of their insight, creativity and

t houghts on the environment. Special attention nust be paid to the shelter
needs of vul nerable children, such as street children, refugee children and
children who are victinms of sexual exploitation. Parents and other persons

| egal |y responsi ble for children have responsibilities, rights and duties,
consistent with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, to address these
needs.

14. In shelter and urban devel opnment and nanagenent policies, particular
attention should be given to the needs and participati on of indigenous people.
These policies should fully respect their identity and culture and provide an
appropriate environment that enables themto participate in political, socia
and econonic life.

15. Wrren have an inportant role to play in the attai nment of sustainable
human settlenments. Nevertheless, as a result of a nunber of factors,

i ncluding the persistent and increasing burden of poverty on wonen and

di scrimnation agai nst wonen, wonen face particular constraints in obtaining
adequate shelter and in fully participating in decision-making related to
sust ai nabl e hunman settlenents. The enpowernent of wonen and their full and
equal participation in political, social and economic life, the inprovenment of
heal th and the eradication of poverty are essential to achieving sustainable
human settl enments.

16. Encountering disabilities is a part of normal life. Persons with

di sabilities have not always had the opportunity to participate fully and
equally in human settl enents devel opnent and managenent, incl uding

deci si on- maki ng, often owing to social, economic, attitudinal and physica
barriers, and discrimnation. Such barriers should be renoved and the needs
and concerns of persons with disabilities should be fully integrated into
shel ter and sustai nabl e human settl enment plans and policies to create access
for all.
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17. dder persons are entitled to lead fulfilling and productive |ives and
shoul d have opportunities for full participation in their comunities and
society, and in all decision-making regarding their well-being, especially
their shelter needs. Their many contributions to the political, social and
econoni ¢ processes of human settlenments should be recognized and val ued.
Speci al attention should be given to neeting the evol ving housing and nmobility
needs in order to enable themto continue to lead rewarding lives in their
communities.

18. Al t hough many countries, particularly devel oping countries, |lack the
legal, institutional, financial, technol ogical and human resources to respond
adequately to rapid urbanization, many |ocal authorities are taking on these
chal | enges wi th open, accountable and effective | eadership and are eager to
bring people into the sustainabl e devel opnment process. Enabling structures
that facilitate independent initiative and creativity, and that encourage a

wi de range of partnerships, including partnership with the private sector, and
wi thin and between countries, should be pronoted. Furthernore, enpowering all
peopl e, especially those bel onging to vul nerable and di sadvantaged groups, in
particul ar people living in poverty, to participate equally and effectively in
all activities related to hunan settlenents is the basis for civic engagenent
and should be facilitated by national authorities. Indeed, the Habitat Agenda
provides a framework to enabl e people to take responsibility for the pronotion
and creation of sustainable human settl ements.

19. Human settlenments problens are of a multidinmensional nature. It is
recogni zed that adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settlenents
devel opnent are not isolated fromthe broader social and econonic devel opnment
of countries and that they cannot be set apart fromthe need for favourable
nati onal and international frameworks for econoni c devel opnent, socia

devel opnent and environnental protection, which are indispensable and nutual ly
rei nforcing conponents of sustainable devel opnent.

20. There are critical differences regarding human settlenments in different
regions and countries and within countries. The differences, specific
situations and varying capacities of each community and country need to be
taken into account in the inplenmentation of the Habitat Agenda. 1In this
context, international, regional, subregional, national and | ocal cooperation
and partnerships, institutions such as the Conmi ssion on Human Settl enments and
the United Nations Centre for Human Settlenments (Habitat), as well as
resources, are central to the inplenmentation of the Habitat Agenda.

21. The Habitat Agenda is a global call to action at all levels. It offers,
within a framework of goals and principles and comm tnents, a positive vision
of sustainabl e human settlenents - where all have adequate shelter, a healthy
and safe environment, basic services, and productive and freely chosen

enpl oyment. The Habitat Agenda will guide all efforts to turn this vision
into reality.
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Chapter 11

GOALS AND PRI NCI PLES

22. The objectives of the Habitat Agenda are in full conformity with the
pur poses and principles of the Charter of the United Nations and internationa
I aw.

23. Wil e the significance of national and regional particularities and
various historical, cultural and religi ous backgrounds nmust be borne in nind,
it is the duty of all States to pronote and protect all hunman rights and
fundamental freedons, including the right to devel opnent.

24, | mpl enent ati on of the Habitat Agenda, including inplenentation through
nati onal |aws and devel oprment priorities, programes and policies, is the
sovereign right and responsibility of each State in conformity with all human
rights and fundanmental freedons, including the right to devel opnent, and
taking into account the significance of and with full respect for various
religious and ethical values, cultural backgrounds, and phil osophi cal

convi ctions of individuals and their conmunities, contributing to the ful
enjoynment by all of their human rights in order to achieve the objectives of
adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settl ements devel opment.

25. W, the States participating in the United Nations Conference on Hunman
Settlements (Habitat 11), are coomitted to a political, economc
environnental , ethical and spiritual vision of human settlenents based on the
principles of equality, solidarity, partnership, human dignity, respect and
cooperation. W adopt the goals and principles of adequate shelter for al
and sustai nabl e human settl ements devel opnent in an urbanizing world. W
bel i eve that attaining these goals will pronote a nore stable and equitable
world that is free frominjustice and conflict and will contribute to a just,

conprehensive and | asting peace. Cvil, ethnic and religious strife,
vi ol ati ons of human rights, alien and col onial domi nation, foreign occupation
econom ¢ i nbal ances, poverty, organized crine, terrorismin all its forms, and

corruption are destructive to human settlenments and should therefore be
denounced and di scouraged by all States, which should cooperate to achi eve the
elimnation of such practices and all unilateral neasures inmpeding social and
econom ¢ devel opnent. At the national level we will reinforce peace by
pronoting tol erance, non-violence and respect for diversity and by settling

di sputes by peaceful means. At the local level, the prevention of crine and
the promotion of sustainable communities are essential to the attai nment of
safe and secure societies. Crime prevention through social devel opnent is one
crucial key to these goals. At the international level, we will pronote

i nternational peace and security and nmake and support all efforts to settle

i nternational disputes by peaceful mneans, in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations.

26. W reaffirmand are gui ded by the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations and we reaffirmour commitnment to ensuring the ful
realization of the human rights set out in international instrunents and in
particular, in this context, the right to adequate housing as set forth in the
Uni versal Declaration of Human R ghts and provided for in the Internationa
Covenant on Econonic, Social and Cultural Rights, the International Convention
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on the Elimnation of All Forms of Racial Discrimnation, the Convention on
the Elimnation of All Fornms of Discrinination agai nst Wnen and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, taking into account that the right to
adequat e housi ng, as included in the above-nentioned internationa
instruments, shall be realized progressively. W reaffirmthat all human
rights - civil, cultural, economic, political and social - are universal,

i ndivisible, interdependent and interrelated. W subscribe to the principles
and goal s set out below to guide us in our actions.

27. Equi tabl e human settlenments are those in which all people, wthout

di scrimnation of any kind as to race, colour, sex, |anguage, religion,
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or

ot her status, have equal access to housing, infrastructure, health services,
adequate food and water, education and open spaces. |In addition, such hunman
settl enents provide equal opportunity for a productive and freely chosen
livelihood; equal access to econom c resources, including the right to

i nheritance, the ownership of |land and other property, credit, natura
resources and appropriate technol ogi es; equal opportunity for personal,
spiritual, religious, cultural and social devel oprment; equal opportunity for
participation in public decision-making; equal rights and obligations with
regard to the conservation and use of natural and cultural resources; and
equal access to mechanisns to ensure that rights are not violated. The
enmpower nent of wonen and their full participation on the basis of equality in
all spheres of society, whether rural or urban, are fundamental to sustainable
human settl enents devel opment.

28. The eradi cati on of poverty is essential for sustainable human
settlenents. The principle of poverty eradication is based on the franmework
adopted by the Wrld Summit for Social Devel opnent and on the rel evant

out comes of other major United Nations conferences, including the objective of
neeting the basic needs of all people, especially those living in poverty and
di sadvant aged and vul nerabl e groups, particularly in the devel oping countries
where poverty is acute, as well as the objective of enabling all wonmen and nen
to attain secure and sustainable |ivelihoods through freely chosen and
producti ve enpl oyment and worKk.

29. Sust ai nabl e devel oprent is essential for human settlenments devel opnent,
and gives full consideration to the needs and necessities of achieving
economni ¢ growt h, social devel opnent and environnental protection. Specia
consi deration should be given to the specific situation and needs of
devel opi ng countries and, as appropriate, of countries with econonies in
transition. Human settlenents shall be planned, devel oped and inproved in a
manner that takes full account of sustainable devel opnent principles and all
their conponents, as set out in Agenda 21 and rel ated outcones of the

United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent. Sustai nabl e hunman
settl enents devel opnent ensures econom ¢ devel opnent, enpl oynment opportunities
and social progress, in harnony with the environnent. It incorporates,



A/ CONF. 165/ 14
page 19

together with the principles of the Rio Declaration on Environnent and

Devel opnent, which are equally inportant, and other outcones of the

United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent, the principles of

t he precautionary approach, pollution prevention, respect for the carrying
capacity of ecosystens, and preservation of opportunities for future
generations. Production, consunption and transport shoul d be nanaged in ways
that protect and conserve the stock of resources while draw ng upon them

Sci ence and technol ogy have a crucial role in shaping sustai nabl e hunman

settl enents and sustaining the ecosystens they depend upon. Sustainability of
human settlenments entails their bal anced geographi cal distribution or other
appropriate distribution in keeping with national conditions, pronotion of
econom ¢ and soci al devel oprment, human heal th and education, and the
conservation of biological diversity and the sustainable use of its
conponents, and mai ntenance of cultural diversity as well as air, water,
forest, vegetation and soil qualities at standards sufficient to sustain human
life and well-being for future generations.

IV

30. The quality of life of all people depends, anmpong other economc, social,
environnental and cultural factors, on the physical conditions and spati al
characteristics of our villages, tows and cities. City |ay-out and
aesthetics, |and-use patterns, population and buil ding densities,
transportati on and ease of access for all to basic goods, services and public
anmeni ties have a crucial bearing on the liveability of settlements. This is
particularly inportant to vul nerable and di sadvant aged persons, many of whom
face barriers in access to shelter and in participating in shaping the future
of their settlenents. People's need for comunity and their aspirations for
nore |iveabl e nei ghbourhoods and settlenents shoul d guide the process of

desi gn, managenent and nai ntenance of human settlenents. Objectives of this
endeavour include protecting public health, providing for safety and security,
education and social integration, pronoting equality and respect for diversity
and cultural identities, increased accessibility for persons with
disabilities, and preservation of historic, spiritual, religious and
culturally significant buildings and districts, respecting |ocal |andscapes
and treating the local environnent with respect and care. The preservation of
the natural heritage and historical human settlenments, including sites,
nmonurent s and bui |l di ngs, particularly those protected under the UNESCO
Convention on Wrld Heritage Sites, should be assisted, including through

i nternational cooperation. It is also of crucial inmportance that spatia

di versification and m xed use of housing and services be pronpted at the | oca
level in order to neet the diversity of needs and expectati ons.

\Y
31. The family is the basic unit of society and as such shoul d be
strengthened. It is entitled to receive conprehensive protection and support.

In different cultural, political and social systens, various forns of the
fam |y exist. Marriage nust be entered into with the free consent of the
i ntendi ng spouses, and husband and w fe should be equal partners. The rights,
capabilities and responsibilities of fam |y menbers nust be respected. Human
settl enments planning should take into account the constructive role of the
famly in the design, devel oprment and nanagenent of such settlements. Society
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should facilitate, as appropriate, all necessary conditions for its
integration, reunification, preservation, inprovenent, and protection within
adequate shelter and with access to basic services and a sustai nabl e
[ivelihood.

Vi

32. Al'l people have rights and nust al so accept their responsibility to
respect and protect the rights of others - including future generations - and
to contribute actively to the comon good. Sustainable human settlenments are
those that, inter alia, generate a sense of citizenship and identity,
cooperation and di al ogue for the common good, and a spirit of voluntarism and
civic engagenent, where all people are encouraged and have an equa
opportunity to participate in decision-naking and devel opment. Governnents at
all appropriate levels, including |ocal authorities, have a responsibility to
ensure access to education and to protect their population's health, safety
and general welfare. This requires, as appropriate, establishing policies,
laws and regul ations for both public and private activities, encouraging
responsi ble private activities in all fields, facilitating community groups
partici pation, adopting transparent procedures, encouraging public-spirited

| eadershi p and public-private partnerships, and hel ping peopl e to understand
and exercise their rights and responsibilities through open and effective
partici patory processes, universal education and information dissem nation

Vi |

33. Part nershi ps anong countries and anong all actors within countries from
public, private, voluntary and comunity-based organi zati ons, the cooperative
sector, non-governmental organizations and individuals are essential to the
achi evenent of sustainable human settlenents devel opnent and the provision of
adequate shelter for all and basic services. Partnerships can integrate and
nmutual |y support objectives of broad-based participation through, inter alia,
formi ng alliances, pooling resources, sharing know edge, contributing skills
and capitalizing on the conparative advantages of collective actions. The
processes can be made nore effective by strengthening civil organizations at
all levels. Every effort nust be made to encourage the collaboration and
partnership of all sectors of society and anong all actors in decision-naking
processes, as appropriate.

VI

34. Solidarity with those bel onging to di sadvantaged and vul ner abl e groups,

i ncluding people living in poverty, as well as tolerance, non-discrimnation
and cooperation anong all people, fanmlies and conmmunities are foundations for
soci al cohesion. Solidarity, cooperation and assistance should be enhanced by
the international comunity as well as by States and all other relevant actors
in response to the chall enges of human settlenents devel opnent. The

i nternational community and Governnents at all appropriate levels are called
upon to pronote sound and effective policies and instrunments, thereby

strengt heni ng cooperati on anong Governnents and non-gover nnment a

organi zations, as well as to nobilize conpl enentary resources to neet these
chal | enges.
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I X

35. To safeguard the interests of present and future generations in human
settlenents is one of the fundamental goals of the international conmunity.
The formul ation and inplenentation of strategies for human settlenments

devel opnent are primarily the responsibility of each country at the nationa
and local levels within the | egal framework of each country, inter alia, by
creating an enabling environment for human settlenments devel opment, and should
take into account the economc, social and environnental diversity of
conditions in each country. New and additional financial resources from
various sources are necessary to achieve the goals of adequate shelter for al
and sustai nabl e human settl enments devel opnent in an urbani zing world. The

exi sting resources available to devel oping countries - public, private,

nmul tilateral, bilateral, domestic and external - need to be enhanced through
appropriate and fl exible nechani sns and economic instrunments to support
adequate shelter for all and sustainable human settl ements devel opnent. These
shoul d be acconpani ed by concrete nmeasures for international technica
cooperation and informati on exchange.

X

36. Hurmman health and quality of life are at the centre of the effort to
devel op sustai nabl e human settlements. W therefore conmit ourselves to
pronmoting and attaining the goals of universal and equal access to quality
education, the highest attainable standard of physical, nmental and
environnental health, and the equal access of all to primary health care,
maki ng particular efforts to rectify inequalities relating to social and
econom ¢ condi tions, including housing, wthout distinction as to race,

nati onal origin, gender, age, or disability, respecting and pronoting our
common and particular cultures. Good health throughout the Iife-span of every
man and woran, good health for every child, and quality education for all are
fundamental to ensuring that people of all ages are able to develop their ful
capacities in health and dignity and to participate fully in the social
econom ¢ and political processes of human settlenents, thus contributing,
inter alia, to the eradication of poverty. Sustainable hunan settlenents
depend on the interactive devel opnent of policies and concrete actions to
provi de access to food and nutrition, safe drinking water, sanitation, and
uni versal access to the wi dest range of primary health-care services,
consistent with the report of the International Conference on Popul ati on and
Devel opnent; to eradi cate najor diseases that take a heavy toll of human
lives, particularly childhood diseases; to create safe places to work and
live; and to protect the environnent.
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Chapter 111

COW TMENTS

37. Enbraci ng the foregoing principles as States participating in this
Conference, we conmit ourselves to inplenenting the Habitat Agenda, through
| ocal, national, subregional and regional plans of action and/or other
policies and programres drafted and executed in cooperation with interested
parties at all levels and supported by the international comunity, taking

i nto account that human beings are at the centre of concerns for sustainable
devel opnent, including adequate shelter for all and sustainabl e human

settl enents devel opnent, and that they are entitled to a heal thy and
productive life in harnmony with nature

38. In inplenenting these comm tnents, special attention should be given to
t he circunstances and needs of people living in poverty, people who are

honel ess, wonen, ol der peopl e, indigenous people, refugees, displaced persons,
persons with disabilities and those bel onging to vul nerabl e and di sadvant aged
groups. Special consideration should al so be given to the needs of mgrants.
Furthernore, special attention should be given to the specific needs and
circunstances of children, particularly street children

A.  Adequate shelter for al

39. W reaffirmour commitnment to the full and progressive realization of the
right to adequate housing, as provided for in international instrunments. 1In
this context, we recognize an obligation by Governments to enable people to
obtain shelter and to protect and inprove dwellings and nei ghbourhoods. W
commt ourselves to the goal of inproving living and working conditions on an
equi tabl e and sustai nabl e basis, so that everyone wi |l have adequate shelter
that is healthy, safe, secure, accessible and affordable and that includes
basic services, facilities and anenities, and will enjoy freedom from

di scrimnation in housing and | egal security of tenure. W shall inplenent
and pronote this objective in a manner fully consistent with human rights

st andar ds.

40. We further conmmt ourselves to the objectives of:

(a) Ensuring consi stency and coordi nati on of macroeconomni ¢ and shelter
policies and strategies as a social priority within the framework of nationa
devel opnent programes and urban policies in order to support resource
nobi | i zati on, enpl oynent generation, poverty eradication and soci al
i ntegration;

(b) Providing | egal security of tenure and equal access to land to al
peopl e, including wonen and those living in poverty; and undertaking
| egislative and adm nistrative reforms to give wonen full and equal access to
econom ¢ resources, including the right to inheritance and to ownership of
| and and other property, credit, natural resources and appropriate
t echnol ogi es;
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(c) Pronmoting access for all people to safe drinking water, sanitation
and other basic services, facilities and anenities, especially for people
living in poverty, wonmen and those belonging to vul nerable and di sadvant aged
gr oups;

(d) Ensuring transparent, conprehensive and accessible systens in
transferring land rights and | egal security of tenure;

(e) Pronoti ng broad, non-discrimnatory access to open, efficient,
effective and appropriate housing financing for all people, including
nmobi |i zi ng i nnovative financial and other resources - public and private - for
conmuni ty devel opnent;

(f) Pronoting | ocally avail able, appropriate, affordable, safe,
efficient and environnmental |y sound constructi on nmethods and technol ogies in
all countries, particularly in devel oping countries, at the local, national,
regi onal and subregional |evels that enphasize optinmal use of |ocal human
resources and encourage energy-saving nmethods and are protective of human
heal t h;

(g) Designing and inplenenting standards that provide accessibility also
to persons with disabilities in accordance with the Standard Rul es on the
Equal i zati on of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities;

(h) I ncreasing the supply of affordabl e housing, including through
encour agi ng and pronoting affordabl e hone ownership and increasing the supply
of affordable rental, comunal, cooperative and other housing through
partnershi ps anong public, private and comunity initiatives, creating and
pronoti ng market-based incentives while giving due respect to the rights and
obl i gations of both tenants and owners;

(i) Pronoti ng the upgradi ng of existing housing stock through
rehabilitati on and mai ntenance and the adequate supply of basic services,
facilities and anenities;

(j) Er adi cating and ensuring | egal protection fromdiscrimnation in
access to shelter and basic services, without distinction of any kind, such as
race, colour, sex, |anguage, religion, political or other opinion, national or
social origin, property, birth or other status; simlar protection should be
ensured agai nst discrimnation on the grounds of disability or age;

(k) Helping the family,* in its supporting, educating and nurturing
roles, to recognize its inmportant contribution to social integration, and
encour agi ng social and econonic policies that are designed to neet the housing
needs of families and their individual nenbers, especially the nopst
di sadvant aged and vul nerabl e menbers, with particular attention to the care
of children;

(1) Pronmoting shelter and supporting basic services and facilities for
education and health for the honel ess, displaced persons, indigenous people,

* In the context of para. 31 above.
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wonren and children who are survivors of family violence, persons with
disabilities, older persons, victins of natural and man-nmade di sasters and
peopl e bel ongi ng to vul nerabl e and di sadvantaged groups, including tenporary
shelter and basic services for refugees;

(m Protecting, within the national context, the legal traditiona
ri ghts of indigenous people to | and and ot her resources, as well as
st rengt heni ng of | and nanagenent;

(n) Protecting all people fromand providing |legal protection and
redress for forced evictions that are contrary to the |aw, taking human rights
i nto consideration; when evictions are unavoi dabl e, ensuring, as appropriate,
that alternative suitable solutions are provided.

41. Providing continued international support to refugees in order to neet
their needs and to assist in assuring thema just, durable solution in
accordance with relevant United Nations resolutions and international |aw.

B. Sustainable hunan settlenents

42. We commit ourselves to the goal of sustainable human settlenments in an
urbani zi ng world by devel opi ng societies that will make efficient use of
resources within the carrying capacity of ecosystens and take into account the
precautionary principle approach, and by providing all people, in particular

t hose bel ongi ng to vul nerabl e and di sadvantaged groups, wi th equa
opportunities for a healthy, safe and productive life in harnony with nature
and their cultural heritage and spiritual and cultural values, and which
ensures econoni ¢ and soc