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INTRODUCTION 

1. At its thirty-ninth session, the General Assembly adopted 
resolution 39/160 of 17 December 1984, which reads as follows: 

without a vote 

“The General Assembly, 

“Recallinq its resolution’38/71 B, of 15 December 1983, 

“Recalling the provisions of the Final Document of the Tenth Special 
Session of the General Assembly, concerning the relationship between 
disarmament and development, 

“Considering: 

“(a) That,world-wide military spending has acquired a staggering 
magnitude and the global trend continues to be towards a faster rate of annUa1 
increase in these expenditures, 

'lb) That this situation stands in dramatic contrast to the sombre state 
of the globalaconomy and has serious implications fpr the economic prospects 
of the world, particularly those of the.developing countries, 

“(c) That the world economy, particularly that of developing countries, 
would benefit from appropriate international action that took into account the 
close relationship of disarmament and development, 

“AlSO considering that in view of the importance and urgency of giving 
international consideration and practical expression to that relationship, the 
time has come for a comprehensive discussion of the subject at a high 
political level, 

“Taking note of the report adopted by,the Disarmament Commission at the 
end of its 1984 session, 

“Taking note, in particular, of the recommendation contained in the 
report of the Disarmament Commission according to which efforts should be 
continued to enable the General Assembly to reach, at its thirty-ninth 
session, a broad measure of agreement on the subject,, taking into account the 
views expressed in the report, 

m1. Decides to convene an International Conference on the Relationship 
between Disarmament and Development , which should be preceded by thorough 
preparation and should take decisions by consensus; 

“2. Also decides that the purposes of the Conference should be: 

“(a) To review the relationship between disarmament and development in 
all its aspects and dimensions with a view to reaching appropriate conclusfons; 

"(b) To undertake an examinati0.n of the implications of the level and 
magnitude of the continuing military expenditures, in particular those Of 
nuclear-weapon States and other militarily important States, for the world 
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economy and international economic and social situation, particularly for the 
developing countries, and to make recommendations for remedial measures; 

"(c) To consider ways and means of releasing additional resources, 
through disarmament measures, for development purposes, in particular in 
favour of developing countries; 

"3. Further decides to set up a Preparatory Committee for the 
International Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and 
Development composed of fifty-four members, which should formulate and submit, 
by consensus, to the General Assembly at its fortieth session, recommendations 
as to the provisional agenda, procedure, place, date and duration of the 
Conference." 

2. At its fortieth session, the General Assembly adopted resolution 40/155 of 
16 December 1985, which reads as follows: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Recalling its resolutions 38/71 B of 15 December 1983 and 39/160 of 
17 December 1984, I 

"Recalling, in particular, its decision to convene an International 
Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development, which 
should be preceded by thorough preparation and should take decisions by 
consensus, and to set up a Preparatory Committee for the Conference, which 
should formulate and submit, by consensus, to the General Assembly, at its 
fortieth session, recommendations as to the provisional agenda, procedure, 
place, date and duration of the Conference, 

"1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Preparatory 
Committee for the International Conference on the Relationship between 
Disarmament and-Development and approves the recommendations contained 
therein; 

" 2 . Recommends for adoption by the International Conference on the 
Relationship between Disarmament and Development the following provisional 
agenda drawn up byithe Preparatory Committee: I 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Q 

6. 

Opening of the Conference. 

Election of the President. 

Adoption of the rules of procedure. 

Election of the other officers. 

Credentials of the representatives to the Conference: 

(a) Appointment of the Credentials Committee; 

(b) Report of the Credentials Committee. 

Adoption of the agenda; 
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7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

Crganization of work. 

Consideration of the relationship between disarmament and 
development in all its aspects‘and dimensions with a view to 
reaching appropriate conclusions. 

Consideration of the implications of the level and magnitude Of 
military expenditures, in particular those of nuclear-weapon 
States and other militarily important States, for the world 
economy and the international economic and social situation, 
particularly for the developing countries, and formulation of 
appropriate recommendations for remedial measures. 

Consideration of ways and means of releasing additional 
resources, through disarmament measures, for development 
purposes, in particular for the benefit of developing countries. 

Adoption of the final document of the Conference. 

Adoption of the report of the Conference to the General 
Assembly. 

" 3 . Also recommends for adoption by the Conference the proposals 
relating to procedure contained in the report of the Preparatory Committee; 

” 4 . Expresses its appreciation to the Government of France for its 
invitation to act as host to the Conference, and accordingly decides that the 
Conference shall be held in Paris from 15 July to 2 August 1986; 

“5. Requests the Secretary-General to invite all States to participate 
in the Conference and to apply, as regards other participants and observers, 
the provisions of section XI of the provisional rules of procedure for the 
Conference, annexed to the report of the Preparatory Committee; 

"6. Authorises the Preparatory Committee to hold one or, if necessary, 
two additional sessions, each of two weeks' duration, open to all States and 
devoted to consideration of the substantive questions included in the agenda 
for the Conference; 

" 7 . Decides that the second session of the Preparatory Committee shall 
be held in New York from 1 to 11 April 1986 and that, if necessary, a third 
session shall be held in New York in June, taking into account all relevant 

factors, including the need for minimizing costs and for adequate representation; 

" 8 . Requests the 
the Conference; 

Secretary-General to appoint the Secretary-General of 

" 9 . Requests the ._-- . Secretary-General of the Conference to assist in the 
tasks provided for in paragraph 19 of the report of the Preparatory Committee 
and to ensure implementation of the recommendations contained in‘paragraphs 20 
(documentation), 21 (convening of a panel of eminent personalities qualified 
in the field of disarmament and development), 22 (appropriate information to 
the General Assembly on the preparatory process) and 23 (dissemination of 
information relating to the Conference and its preparatory work): 
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"10. Requests the organizations of the United Nations system and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency to contribute fully to the preparatory work 
in the field of documentation, in conformity with the recommendations 
contained in paragraph 20 of the report of the Preparatory Committee." 

3. At its resumed fortieth session, the General Assembly adopted decision 40/473 
of 20 June 1986, which reads as follows: 

"At its 133rd plenary meeting, on 20 June 1986, the General Assembly, on 
the recommendation of the Preparatory Committee for the International 
Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development decided to 
postpone the Conference until 1987." 

4. At its forty-first session, the'Genera1 Assembly adopted decision 41/422 of 
4 December 1986, which reads as'follows: 

"At its 96th plenary meeting, on 4 December 1986, the General Assembly, 
on the recommendation of the First Committee, and on the basis of the 
recommendations contained in the report of the Preparatory Committee for the 
International Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and 
Development and in conformity with General Assembly decision 40/473 of 
20 June 1986, decided: 

"(a) To hold the International Conference on the Relationship between 
Disarmament and Development at United Nations Headquarters from 24 August to 
11 September 1987; 

"(b) To convene the Preparatory Committee for one more session from 
21 April to 1 May 1987; 

"(c) To request the Member States and the Secretary-General of the 
Conference, based on the information in the report of the Preparatory 
Committee, concerning the results so far achieved in the substantial and 
organizational preparation for the Conference, to continue and intensify their 
participation in the final stage of the preparatory process, especially in 
making available their views and proposals on substantive issues, in order to 
ensure the best possible success of the Conference." 

Preparatory process 

5. Pursuant to the above resolutions and decisions, the Preparatory Committee 
held four sessions at United Nations Headquarters: the first from 29 July 
to 9 August 1985; the second from l'to 11 April 1986; the third from 
2 to 13 June 1986; and the fourth from 21 April to 1 May 1987. 

6. At its first session, the'preparatory Committee unanimously elected the 
following officers who continued to serve in that capacity throughout its four 
sessions: 
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Chairman: Mr. Muchkund Dubey (India); 

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Dietmar Hucke (German Democratic Republic); 
Mr. Martin Huslid (Norway); 

'Mr. Oscar Oramas-Oliva (Cuba); 

Rapporteur: i Mr. Bernard6 A. N. Mudho (Kenya). 

7. In pursuance of paragraph 8 of resolution 40/155 of 16 December 1985, the 
Secretary-General appointed Mr. Jan Martenson,, then ,Under-Secretary-General for 
Disarmament Affairs, as the Secretary-General of the Conference. 

8. In accordance with paragraph 9 of resolution 40/155, the Secretary-General of 
the Conference convened a Panel of Eminent Personalities in the Field of 
Disarmament and Development in New York from 16 to 18 April 1986. 

9. The Preparatory Committee submitted its successive,reports to the General 
Assembly at its fortieth lJ and forty-first 2/.sessions. At the end of its fourth 
session, the Preparatory Committee adopted its report to the Conference 
(A/coNF.~~~/~ and Corr.1). 
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I. ORGANIZATION AND WORK OF THE CONFERENCE 

Orqanization of the Conference 

10. In accordance with General Assembly decision 41/422, the Conference was 
convened on 24 August 1987 at United Nations Headquarters. After the opening of 
the Conference by the Secretary-General of the United Nations, 
Mr. Javier P&rez de Cuitllar, the Conference elected by acclamation 
Mr. Natwar Singh, Minister of State for External Affairs of India, as President. 

11. Also at the 1st meeting, the Conference adopted the following agenda, as 
recommended by the Preparatory Committee (A/CONF.130/2) and as orally amended: 

1. Opening of the Conference. 

2. Election of the President. 

3. Adoption of the rules of procedure. 

4. Election of the other officers. 

5. Credentials of the representatives to the Conference: 

(a) Appointment of the Credentials Committee; 

(b) Report of the Credentials Committee. 

6. Presentation of the report of the Preparatory Committee to the Conference. 

7. Adoption of the agenda. 

8. Organization of work. 

9. Consideration of the relationship between disarmament and development in 
all its aspects and dimensions with a view to reaching appropriate 
conclusions. 

10. Consideration of the implications of the level and magnitude of military 
expenditures, in particular those of nuclear-weapon States and other 
militarily important States, for the world economy and the international 
economic and social situation, particularly for the developing countries, 
and formulation of appropriate recommendations for remedial measures. 

11. Consideration of ways and means of releasing additional resources, 
through disarmament measures, for development purposes, in particular for 
the benefit of developing countries. 

12. Adoption of the final document of the Conference. 

1*3 . Adoption of the report of the Conference to the General Assembly. 

The agenda was subsequently issued as document A/CONF.130/9. 
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12. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted its rules of procedure as 
contained in annex II to the report of the Preparatory Committee to the Conference 
(~/CoNF.130/1 and COrr.1). 

13. Al.50 at the same meeting, the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee, 
Mr. Muchkund Dubey (India), presented the report of the Preparatory Committee to 
the Conference. 

14. In conformity with rule 6 of the rules of procedure, the Conference 
unanimously appointed the following officers: 

Chairman of the Committee 
of the Whole: Mr. Martin Huslid (Norway); 

Chairman of Working Group I: Mr. Dietmar Hucke (German Democratic 
Republic); 

Chairman of Working Group II: Mr. Oscar Oramas-Oliva (Cuba); 

Chairman of Working Group III: Mr. Paul Bamela Engo (Cameroon); 

Rapporteur-General: Lieutenant-Colonel W. Alexander Morrison 
(Canada). 

The Conference also unanimously appointed nine Vice-Presidents from the following 
States: Czechoslovakia, Democratic Yemen, France, Indonesia, Kenya, Mexico, 
Nigeria, Venezuela and Yugoslavia. 

15. The Conference also appointed the following States as members of the 
Credentials Committee in conformity with rule 4 of the rules of procedure: 
Bahamas, China, Germany, Federal Republic of, Fiji, Ghana, Netherlands, Rwanda, 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and Venezuela. At its 1st meeting, on 
4 September 1987, the Credentials Committee unanimously appointed 
Mr. Andres Aguilar (Venezuela) as its Presiding Officer. 

Participation in the Conference 

16. A total of 150 States participated in the Conference, as follows: 
Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, 
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Botswana, 
Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burma,'Burundi, Byelorussian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde I Central African Republic, 
Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Costa Rica, C&e d'Ivoire, Cuba, 
CyprUS, Czechoslovakia, Democratic Kampuchea, Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea, Democratic Yemen, Denmark, Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, 
El Salvador, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, German Democratic Republic, 
Germany, Federal Republic of, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 
Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India,, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic 
of) , Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao 
People's Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,’ 
Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali; Malta, Mauritius, Mexico, 
Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, 
Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, 
Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Lucia, Samoa, Sao Tome 
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and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Somalia, 
Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab 
Republic, Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukranian 
Soviet Socialist Republic, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab 
Emirates, United Kingdom‘of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Yugoslavia, Zaire, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe. 

17. Namibia, represented by the United Nations Council for Namibia, participated 
in the Conference in accordance with General Assembly resolution 37/233 C. 

18. The Holy See participated in'the Conference as an observer. 

19. The Palestine Liberation Organization participated in the Conference as an 
observer, in accordance with rule 40 of the rules of procedure. 

20. The following specialized agencies participated in the Conference, in 
accordance with rule 41 of the rules of procedure:* International Labour 
Organisation; International Fund for Agricultural Development; Foo&and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations ; United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization; World Health Organization ; world Bank; International 
Monetary Fund; United Nations Industrial Development Organization; and 
International Atomic Energy Agency. 

21., The following intergovernmental organizations participated in the Conference 
as observers in accordance with rule 42 of the rules of procedure: Organization of 
American States; League of Arab States; Organization of African Unity; European 
Economic Community; Council for Mutual Economic Assistance; and Organization of the 
Islamic Conference. 

22. The following interested United Nations bodies participated in the Conference 
as observers, in accordance with rule 43 of the rules of procedure: United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development; United Nations Development Programme; United 
Nations Environment Programme; United Nations Fund for Population Activities; 
United Nations Institute for Training and Research ; World Food Council; and Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. 

23. One hundred eighty-three non-governmental organizations attended the 
Conference under rule 44 of the rules of procedure. 

24. A list Of participants in the Conference is contained in documents 
A/CONF.130/INF/l/Rev.l and Add.l-3. 

25. The Credentials Committee held one meeting on 4 September 1987. At that 
meeting, it adopted its report to the Conference dn the credentials of participants 
in the Conference (A/CONF.130/19). At its 14th plenary meeting, on 
11 September 1987, the Conference approved the report. Statements were made by the 
respresentatives of Pakistan, the Lao People's Democratic Republic, the German 
Democratic Republic, China, Democratic Kampuchea and Afghanistan. 

* For the purpose of the rules of procedure, the term "specialized 
agencies" includes the International Atomic Energy Agency. 
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Documentation 

26. The Conference had before it the following documents: 

A/CONF.l30/1 
and Corr.1 

A/CONF.130/2 

A/CONF.l30/3 

A/CONF.l30/4 

A/CONF.l30/5 

A/CONF.130/6 

A/CONF.130/7 

A/CONF.130/8 

A/CONF.130/9 

A/CONF.130/10 

A/CONF.130/11 

A/CONF.130/13 

Report of the Preparatory Committee for the International 
Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and 
Development 

Provisional agenda 

Letter dated 24 July 1987 from the representatives of the 
Nordic countries to the Secretary-General of the Conference 

Letter dated 17 August 1987 from the Permanent Representative 
of Zambia to the United Nations addressed to the 
Secretary-General of the Conference 

Letter dated 20 August 1987 from the Permanent Representative 
of Mexico addressed to the Secretary-General of the Conference 

Letter dated 24 August 1987 from the Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic addressed to the 
Secretary-General of the Conference 

Message from the President of the Socialist Republic of Romania 
addressed to the President of the International Conference On 
the Relationship between Disarmament and Development 

Message dated 21 August 1987 from the Prime Minister of the 
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic addressed to the President of 
the International Conference on the Relationship between 
Disarmament and Development 

Agenda 

Message from Argentina, Greece, India, Mexico, Sweden and the 
United Republic of Tanzania addressed to the Secretary-General 
of the Conference 

Message from the General Secretary of-the Central Committee of 
the Socialist Unity Party of Germany and Chairman Of the 
Council of State of the German Democratic Republic addressed to 
the President of the Conference 

Message from the President of the State Council of the 
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam addressed to the 
Secretary-General of the Conference 

Message dated 21 August 1987 from the Vice-Premier of the 
Administration Council and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea addressed to the 
International Conference 
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A/CONF.130/14 Message from the President of the Council of State of the 
People's Republic of Bulgaria addressed to the President of the 
Conference 

A/CCNF.130/15 Letter dated 25 August 1987 addressed to the Secretary-General 
of the Conference transmitting the message of the President of 
the Council of State of the Polish People's Republic addressed 
to the President of the Conference 

A/CONF.130/16 

A/CONF.130/17 

A/CONF.130/18 

A/CONF.130/19 

A/CONF. 130/20 
and Corr.1 

A/CONF.130/21 

A/CONF.130/22 

A/CONF.130/23 

A/CONF.130/24 

A/CCNF.130/25 

Letter dated 25 August 1987 from the Permanent Representative 
of Mongolia to the United Nations addressed to the President of 
the Conference transmitting the message of the General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the Mongolian People's 
Revolutionary Party addressed to the participants in the 
International Conference on the Relationship between 
Disarmament and Development 

Letter dated 25 August 1987 from the Deputy Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and head of 
the delegation of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to 
the International Conference on the Relationship between 
Disarmament and Development , addressed to the President of the 
Conference, transmitting the message of the General Secretary 
of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union to the participants in the International Conference on 
the Relationship between Disarmament and Development 

Letter dated 28 August 1987 from the delegations of Australia, 
Belgium, Denmark, the Federal Republic of Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom addressed to the 
Secretary-General of the Conference 

Report of the Credentials Committee 

Letter dated 9 September 1987 from the Permanent Representative 
of Mexico to the United Nations addressed to the 
Secretary-General of the Conference 

Report of the Committee of the Whole to the Conference 
containing a draft final document 

Draft report of the Conference to the General Assembly 

Note by France on the Final Document 

Note Verbale dated 11 September 1987 from the Head of the 
Delegation of France addressed to the President of the 
Conference 

Letter'dated 11 September 1987 from the Permanent 
Representative of Denmark to the United Nations (on behalf of 
the twelve Member States of the European Community) addressed 
to the Secretary-General of the Conference 
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A/CONF.l30/26 Letter dated 11 September 1987 from the Head of the Delegation 
of the Federal Republic of Germany addressed to the President 
Of the Conference 

A/CONF.130/27 Letter dated 11 September 1987 from the Deputy Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Republic addressed to 
the President of the Conference 

A/CONF.130/28 Letter dated 11 September 1987 from the Head of the Delegation 
Of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
addressed to the Secretary-General of the Conference 

A/CONF.130/29 Letter dated 11 September 1987 from the Alternate Permanent 
Representative of Mexico to the United Nations addressed to the 
Secretary-General of the Conference 

A/CONF.130/30 Letter dated 11 September 1987 from the representative of 
Sweden addressed to the Secretary-General of the Conference 

A/CONF.130/31 Letter dated 11 September 1987 from the Permanent 
Representative of Zimbabwe to the United Nations addressed to 
the Secretary-General of the Conference 

A/CONF.130/32 Letter dated 11 September 1987 from the Head of the Delegation 
of Australia addressed to the Secretary-General of the 
Conference 

A/CONF.130/33 Letter dated 11 September 1987 from the Permanent 
Representative of the Netherlands addressed to the 
Secretary-General of the Conference 

A/CONF.130/34 Note Verbale dated 11 September 1987 from the Delegation of 
China addressed to the Secretary-General of the Conference 

A/CONF.l30/35 Note Verbale dated 11 September 1987 from the Permanent 
Representative of Canada addressed to the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations 

A/CONF.130/36 Letter dated 11 September 1987 from the Permanent 
Representative of New Zealand to the United Nations addressed 
to the Secretary-General of the Conference 

A/CONF.130/37 Letter dated 11 September 1987 from the Permanent 
Representative of Cameroon to the United Nations addressed to 
the Secretary-General of the Conference 

A/CONF.130/38 Letter dated 11 September 1987 from the Permanent 
Representative of India to the United Nations addressed to the 
Under-Secretary-General for Disarmament Affairs 
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A/CONF.13O/INF/l/Rev.l List of delegations 
and Add.X-3 

A/CCNF.l30/INF/Z Schedule of meetings 

A/CONF.l30/INF/3 
and Corr.1 

Report of the Secretary-General of the 
Conference on the implementation of 
paragraph 46 of the report of the Preparatory 
Committee for the International Conference 

A/CONF.l30/INF/4 List of written and oral statements submitted by 
non-governmental organisations 

work of the Conference 

27. The Conference held 14 plenary meetings between 24 August and 
11 September 1987, when it concluded its work. 

28. The general debate in plenary, in which 99 States dzook part, was held from 
24 August to 1 September 1987. In addition, Mrs. Inga Thorsson, the Moderator of 
the Panel of Eminent Personalities in the Field of Disarmament and Development, 
presented the Joint Declaration of the Panel in accordance with paragraph 45 of the 
report of the Preparatory Committee. 

29. The Committee of the Whole held nine meetings from 26 August to 
9 September 1987, during which it: 

(a) Adopted its programme of work: 

(b) Decided to take as a basis for its work the draft for the final document 
transmitted to the Conference by the Preparatory Committee in annex III to its 
report; 

(c) Decided that the reports of the Working Groups should be submitted for 
its consideration not later than 4 September; 

(d) Agreed to devote part of four open meetings to statements made by 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations; 

(e) Invited the Secretary-General of the Conference, Mr. Jan Martenson, to 
introduce his report on the implementation of paragraph 46 of the report of the 
Preparatory Committee to the Conference , as contained in document A/CONF.l30/INF/3 
and Corr.1. 

30. Working Group I held five meetings from 27 August to 3 September. Its report 
(A/CONF.130/CW/WP.l) was submitted to the Committee of the Whole at its 
5th meeting, on 4 September 1987. 

31. Working Group II held five meetings from 28 August to 3 September 1987. Its 
report (A/CONF.l30/CW/WP.2) was submitted to the Committee of the Whole at its 
5th meeting, on 4 September 1987. 
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32. working Group III held five meetings from 28 August to 4 September 1987. Its 
report (A/CGNF.l30/CW/WP.3) was submitted to the Committee of the Whole at its 
5th meeting on 4 September 1987. 

33. At its 5th meeting, on 4 September 1987, the Committee of the Whole decided to 
take note of the three reports. 

34. At its 9th meeting, on 9 September 1987, the Committee of the Whole decided by 
consensus to recommend to the Conference for adoption the draft final document 
contained in document A/CONF.130/21. 

35. The.report of the Committee of the Whole containing a draft final document 
(A/CONF.l30/21) was submitted to the Conference at its 14th plenary meeting, on 
11 September 1987. 

Conclusion of the Conference 

36. At its 14th plenary meeting, on 11 September 1987, the Conference adopted by 
consensus its final document. At the same meeting, the Conference adopted by 
consensus its report to the General Assembly at its forty-second session, as a 
whole. 
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II. FINAL DOCUMENT 

The States participating in the International Conference on the Relationship 
between Disarmament and Development, 

Desirous of: 

(a) Enhancing and strengthening the commitment of the international community 
to disarmament and development and giving impetus to renewed efforts in both these 
fields; 

(b) Raising world consciousness that true and lasting peace and security in 
this interdependent world demands rapid progress in both disarmament and 
development: 

(c) Directing global attention at a high political level on the implications 
of world-wide military spending against the sombre background of the present world 
economic situation; 

(d) Looking at disarmament, development and security in their relationship in 
the context of the interdependence of nations, interrelationships among issues and 
mutuality of interests; 

(e) Taking greater account of the relationship between disarmament and 
development in political decision-making; 

miJ. 
(f) Furthering the international community's collective knowledge of the 

tary and non-military threats to security; 

Adopt the following Final Document: 

pro 
1. In the Charter of the United Nations, Member States have undertaken to 

ote the establishment and maintenance of international peace and security with 
the least diversion for armaments of the world's human and economic resources. The 
Member States also express in the Charter their determination to employ 
international machinery for the promotion of the economic and social advancement of 
all peoples. The United Nations has thus a central role to play for the promotion 
of both disarmament and development. 

2. Disarmament and development are ,two of the most urgent challenges facing 
the world today. They constitute priority concerns of the international community 
in which all nations - developed and developing, big and small, nuclear and 
non-nuclear - have a common and equal stake. Disarmament and development are two 
pillars on which enduring international peace and security can be built. 

3. The continuing arms race is absorbing far too great a proportion of the 
world's human, financial, natural and technological resources, placing a heavy 
burden on the economies of all countries and affecting the international flow Of' 
trade, finance and technology, in addition to hindering the process of 
confidence-building among States. The global military expenditures are in dramatic 
contrast to economic and social underdevelopment and to the misery and poverty 
afflicting more than two thirds of mankind. Thus, there is a commonality of 
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interests in seeking security at lower levels of armaments and finding ways of 
reducing these expenditures. 

4. The world can either continue to pursue the arms race with characteristic 
vigour or move consciously and with deliberate speed towards a more stable and 
balanced Social and economic development within a more sustainable international 
economic and political order; it cannot do both. 

5. Global interest in the relationship between disarmament and development 
is reflected in proposals by a politically and geographically broad spectrum Of 
States since the early days of the United Nations. There is an increasing 
understanding of this relationship, in part due to the expert studies and reports 
prepared by the United Nations, 

6. The contrast between the global military expenditures and the unmet 
socio-economic needs provides a compelling moral appeal for relating disarmament to 
development. There is also a growing recognition that both overarmament and 
underdevelopment constitute threats to international peace and security. 

7. The convening under the aegis of the United Nations of the International 
Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development is a landmark in 
the process of undertaking, at a political level, the multilateral consideration of 
the relationship between disarmament and development. 

Relationship between disarmament and development in all its aspects and dimensions 

8. While disarmament and development both strengthen international peace and 
security and promote prosperity, they are distinct processes. Each should be 
pursued vigorously regardless of the pace of progress in the other; one should not 
be made a hostage to the other. Pursuit of development cannot wait for the release 
of resources from disarmament. Similarly, disarmament has its own imperative 
separate from the purpose of releasing resources for development. 

9. Bowever, disarmament and'development have a close and multidimensional 
relationship. Each of them can have an impact at the national, regional and global 
levels in such a way as to create an environment conducive to the promotion of the 
other. 

10. The relationship between disarmament and development in part derives from 
the fact that the continuing global arms race and development compete for the same 
finite resources at both the national and international levels. The allocation of 
massive resources for armaments impedes the pursuit of development to its optimal 
level. 

11. Considering the present resource constraints of both developed and 
developing countries, reduced world military spending could contribute 
significantly to development. Disarmament can assist the process of development 
not only by releasing additional resources but also by positively affecting the 
g lobal economy. It can create conditions conducive to promoting equitable economic 
and technological co-operation and to pursuing the objectives of a new 
international economic order. 

12. Real economic growth as well as just and equitable development, and 
particularly the elimination of poverty, are necessary for a secure and stable 

-15- 



environment at the national, regional and international leVel8. They can reduce 
tensions and conflicts and the need for armament. 

13. In the relationship between disarmament and development, security plays a 
cc uc ial role. Progress in any of these three areas would have a positive effect on 
the others. 

14. Security is an overriding priority for all nations. It is also 
fundamental for both disarmament and development. Security consists of not only 
military, but also political, economic , social, humanitarian and human rights and 
ecological aspects. Enhanced security can, on the one hand, create conditions 
conducive to disarmament and, on the other, provide the environment and confidence 
for the successful pursuit of development. The development process, by overcoming 
non-military threats to security and contributing to a more stable and sustainable 
international system, can enhance security and thereby promote arms reduction and 
disarmament. Disarmament would enhance security both directly and indirectly. A 
process of disarmament that provides for unqiminished security at progressively 
lower levels of armaments could allow additional resources to be devoted to 
addressing non-military challenges to security, and thus result in enhanced overall 
security. 

15 : An effective implementation of the collective security provisions of the 
Charter of the United Nations would enhance international peace and security and 
thus reduce the need of Member States to seek security by exercising their inherent 
right of individual or collective self-defence, also recognized by the Charter. 
The judgement as to the level of arms and military expenditures essential for its 
security rests with each nation. However, the pursuit of national security 
regardless of its impact on the security of others can create overall international 
insecurity, thereby undermining the very security it aims at promoting. This is 
even more so in the context of the catastrophic consequences of a nuclear war. 

16. It is widely accepted that the world is overarmed and that security 
should be sought at substantially lower levels of armaments. The continued arms 
race in all its dimensions, and its spreading into new areas, pose a growing threat 
to international peace and security and even to the very survival of mankind. 
Moreover, global military spending on nuclear and conventional arms threatens to 
stall the efforts aimed at reaching the goals of development so necessary to 
overcome non-military threats to peace and security. 

17. The use or threat of use of force in international relations, external 
intervention, armed aggression, foreign occupation, colonial domination, policies 
of apartheid and all forms of racial discrimination, violation of territorial 
integrity, of national sovereignty, of the right to self-determination, and the 
encroachment of the right of all nations to pursue their economic and social 
development free from outside interference constitute threats to international 
peace and security. International security will be guaranteed in turn to the 
extent that peaceful and negotiated solutions to regional conflicts are promoted. 

18. Recently, non-military threats to security have moved to the forefront of 
global concern. Underdevelopment and declining prospects for development, as well 
as mismanagement and waste of resources, constitute challenges to security. The 
degradation of the environment presents a threat to sustainable development. The 
world can hardly be regarded as secure so long as there is polarisation of wealth 
and poverty at the national and international levels. Gross and systematic 
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violations of human rights retard genuine socio-economic development and create 
tensions which contribute to instability. Mass poverty, illiteracy, disease, 
squalor and malnutrition afflicting a large proportion of the world's population 
often become the cause of social strain, tension and strife. 

19. Growing interdependence among nations, interrelationship among global 
issues, mutuality of interests, collective approach responding to the needs of 
humanity as a whole and~multilateralism,prcvide the international framework within 
which the relationship between d.isarmament,. development and ‘security should be 
shaped. . 

:. I I 
Implications Of the level and magnitudeof the conti,nuing military expenditures, in 
particular those Of the,nuclear-weapon States and other militarily important 
States, for the world economy and the international economic and social situation, 
particularly for developing countries- I ~ 

20. The current level of global military spending in pursuit,,,of security ' ' 
interests represents a.real increase of between four,and'five times since the end " 
of the Second World War. It also reflects approximately 6 per cent of the world 
gross domestic product and has been estimated to be more than 20 times as large a& 
all official development assistance,to.developing countries. During the 198Os, 
global military expenditure has grown on an averaqe'at a faster rate than during 
the second half of the 1970s. I : 

r,. 
,. 

21. The bulk of,global military spending remains concentrated'among some 
developed countries that also car&out almost all the world's military research 
and development. It has been estimated; that,global expenditure on military ) : .' 
research and development represents approximately one quarter of the world's 
expenditure on all research and development. 'During recent years, as weapons' have 
become more sophisticated, the rate of increase in spending on'military resedrch," 
and development has been higher than the g,eneral increase in military expenditures. 

_ 
22. The military sector 'also consumes a significant proportion of world .' 

energy resources and, non-enerqy"minerals and'diverts skilled human resources and 
industrial prod.uction, which.could be utilized in other sectcrs, 'Moreover, the 
production and stockpiling of.ar.maments, particularly of nuclear and chemical 
weaponss poses a significani threat,to the environment. 

23. While arms exports are dominated by a number of developed countries, the 
developing countries account for a major share of arms imports. The adverse 
development implications of such transfers outweigh immediate trade benefits to the 
Suppliers and security gains ,to the recipients. 

24. In contrast to the, ourrent level and trends in global military 
expenditure, the state of the.world economy in the 1980s has been characterized by 
a slow-down in growth of demand and output compared with the preceding two decades" 
generally lower rates of inflation, difficulties in many countries in adapting to 
structural changes, a mounting stock of debt, high real interest rates, inadequate 
net flows of financial resources , shifts in exchange rates, high and increasing 
levels of protection, commodity prices depressed to their lowest level in 50 years, 
terms-of-trade losses sustained by commodity exporting countries, and a generally 
insecure economic environment in which millions of people still lack the basic 
conditions for a decent life. 
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25. The use of resources for military purposes amounts to a reduction of 
resources for the civilian sector. Military spending provides little basis for 
future industrial civilian production. Military goods are generally destroyed or 
soon used up. While there are some civilian by-products of military research and 
training there are better direct, non-military routes to follow. 

26. The opportunity cost of military expenditures over the.past 40 years has 
been and continues to be borne by both developed and developing countries, as there 
is a pressing need for additional resources for development in both groups Of 
countries. In developing countries, it has been estimated that close to 1 billion 
people are below the poverty line, 780 million people are undernourished, 
850 million are illiterate, 1.5 billion have no access to medical facilities, an 
equally large number are unemployed, and 1 billion people are inadequately housed. 
In developed countries, resources are required, inter alia, for meeting the 
priority needs of urban renewal, the restoration of some of the infrastructures, 
the reduction of unemployment, the protection of the environment, the further 
development of welfare systems and the development of non-conventional sources of 
energy. The developing countries are doubly affected: (a) in proportion to the 
expenditure they incur themselves; and (b) because of the disturbing effect of 
military expenditure on the world economy. 

27. The present world economic situation should also be seen in the context 
of the arms race. For certain countries the high deficits caused by military 
expenditures as well as the cumulative effect of subsequent rise in the interest 
rates have the effect of diverting substantial flows of capital away from 
development activities. In this sense, the whole world is affected by the arms 
race. 

28. Moreover, military-related production tends to be capital-intensive, 
usually creating fewer jobs than would result if an equivalent amount of public 
funds had been spent on civil projects. Inefficiency associated with the 
non-competitive conditions of the military market-place has a negative effect 
throughout the economy, including productivity and cost , and on its competitive 
position in the international market. 

29. Global military expenditure has an impact on the world economy through 
interdependence among nations and the interrelationship between the global 
macro-economic variables. Attempts at understanding the present world economic 
situation and attaining stable and sustainable growth need to take account of the 
current levels of military expenditures. 

Ways and means of releasing additional resources through disarmament measures for 
development purposes, in particular in favour of developing countries 

30. Apart from promoting international peace, security and co-operation, 
disarmament can improve the environment for the pursuit of development by: 

(a) Releasing resources from the military to the civilian sector at the 
national level; 

(b) Removing the distortions in the national and international economy 
induced by military expenditure; 
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(c), Creating favourable conditions for international economic, scientific and 
technological co-operation and for releasing resources for development at the 
regional and international levels, on both a bilateral and a multilateral basis, 

31. Resources released as a result of disarmament measures should be devoted 
to the promotion of the well-being of all peoples, the improvement of the economic 
conditions of the developing countries and the bridging of the economic gap between 
developed and developing countries. These resources should be additional to those 
otherwise available for assistance to developing countries. 

32. The release of additional resources for the civilian sector is in the 
interest. of ‘both industrialized and developing countries, as it would mean the. 
stimulation of economic growth, trade and investment. Among developing countries, 
this could also mean additional resources to meet pressing socio-economic needs, 
while in the developed countries it could contribute to the achievement of the 
goals of social welfare. However, working towards.the release of resources through 
disarmament is not enough; an international development strategy is a vital 
stabilising element in international relations. 

33. The disarmament dividend may be obtained in a variety of forms. These 
could include trade expansion, technological transfers, the more efficient 
utilization of global resources, the more effective and dynamic international 
division of Labour, the reduction of public debt and budgetary deficits, and 
increased flows of resources through development assistance, commercial and other 
private flows or transfers of resources to the developing countries. 

34. Past experience has shown that conversion from military to civilian 
production need not present insurmountable problems. 

Action programme 

35. With a view: 

(a) To fostering an interrelated perspective on disarmament, development and 
security; 

(b) To promoting multilateralism as providing the international framework for 
shaping the relationship betweeen disarmament, development and security based on 
interdependence among nations and mutuality of interests; 

. 
(c) To strengthening the central role of the United Nations in the 

interrelated fields of disarmament and development: 

(i) The States participating in the International Conference reaffirm their 
commitments in the fields of disarmament and development and reiterate 
their determination to adopt, both individually and collectively, 
appropriate measures to implement these commitments. These will include 
bilateral, regional and global initiatives for peaceful resolution of 
conflicts and disputes; 

(ii) They also stress the importance of respect of the international 
humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts. Respect of this law 
makes it easier to pave the way for a solution to conflicts, and hence 
ultimately to release resources for development; 
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(iii) They recognise the need to ensure an effective and mutually reinforcing 
relationship between disarmament and development and to give practical 
expression to it through specific measures at the national, regional and 
global levels; 

(iv) They reaffirm the international commitment to allocate a portion of the 
resources released through disarmament, for purposes of socio-economic 
development, with a view to bridging the economic gap between developed 
and developing countries; 

(v) In this connection, they will give further consideration: 

a= To the adoption of measures to reduce the level and magnitude Of 
military expenditures which, in addition to being an approach to 
disarmament, would be a means of reallocating additional resources 
for social and economic development particular,ly for the developing 
countries; 

E- To the utilisation of existing regional and international 
institutions for the reallocation of resources released through 
disarmament measures for socio-economic development, particularly in 
developing countries, taking due,account of existing capabilities of 
the United Nations system; 

c- To accord priority to the allocation , within the framework of the 
United Nations, of part of the resources, including human and 
technical resources, presently devoted to military purposes for 
emergency humanitarian relief operations and critical development 
problems, pending the achievement of genuine disarmament under 
effective international control; 

a- To the importance of greater openness, transparency and confidence 
among nations with a view to facilitating progress in both 
disarmament and development; 

(vi) They will coniider: 
. 

a* Keeping under review issues related to a conversion of military 
industry to civilian production and undertaking studies and planning 
for this purpose; 

b. Undertaking studies to identify and publicize the benefits that 
could be derived from the reallocation of military resources; 

c* Making'thi results of experience in, and preparations for, solving 
the problems of conversion in their respective countries, available 
to other countries; 

(vii) They agree: 

d- Tdcontinue to assess their political and security requirements and 
,the level of their military spending , taking'into account the need 
to keep these expenditures at the lowest possible level, and to keep 
the public informed on the subject; 



b* 

c* 

To assess the nature and volume of resources that may be released 
through arms limitation and disarmament measures and to consider 
including in future disarmament negotiations provisions to 
facilitate the release of such resources; 

To carry Out regularly analyses of the economic and social 
consequences of their military spending and to inform their public 
and the United Nations about them; 

To appeal to appropriate regional organizations and institutions to 
carry out, within their mandates as appropriate, analyses of the 
political, military and economic factors in their regions, with a 
view to encouraging regional measures of ,disarmament and development; 

(viii) They recognize that an informed public, including non-governmental 
organisations, has an invaluable role to play in helping to promote the 
objectives of disarmament and development and creating an awareness Of 
the relationship between disarmament, development and security. They 
therefore agree to take appropriate measures to keep the public informed 
in this regard; 

(ix) They emphasise the need to strengthen the central role of the United 
Nations and its appropriate organs in the field of disarmament and 
development,.in promoting an interrelated perspective of these issues 
within the overall objective of promoting international peace and 
security; 

a* The United Nations and the specialized agencies should give 
increased emphasis, in their disarmament-related public information 
and education activities, to the disarmament-development perspective; 

b* They request the Secretary-General of the United Nations to 
intensify his efforts to foster and co-ordinate the incorporation of 
disarmament-development perspective in the activities of the United 
Nations system; 

c- The United Nations should make greater efforts to promote collective 
knowledge of the non-military threats to international security1 

a* An improved and comprehensive data base on global and national 
military expenditures would greatly facilitate the study and 
analysis of the impact of military expenditures on the world economy 
and the international economic system. To this end, the broadest 
possible number of States should provide objective information on 
their military budgets to the United Nations according to agreed and 
comparable definitions of the specific components of these budgets. 
In this connection, the work under way in the united Nations for a 
systematic examination of various problems of defining, reporting , 
and comparing military budget data should be intensified: 

e- The United Nations should continue to undertake, on a regular basis, 
analysis of the impact of globa!. military expenditures on the world 
economy and the international economic system. Consideration should 
be given to the idea of establishing a mechanism within the existing 
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framework of the United Nations to monitor the trends in military 
spending; 

f -0 The United Nations should facilitate an international exchange of 
views and experience in the field of conversion: 

90 The General Assembly, in receiving the report of this Conference, is 
requested to keep under periodic review the relationship between 
disarmament and development in the light of this action programme, 
including its consideration at the forthcoming third special session 
devoted to disarmament. 

Notes 

Y Official Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement 

No. 51 (A/40/51). 

Y Ibid., Forty-first session, Supplement No. 51 (A/41/51). 
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