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Terms Of Raference of the Sub-Committes _

At ite 166th meeting on 30 November 1948, the Third Committes set up
a Sub-Coumittee "to examine the totality of the Dsclaration of Human Rights,
i.e. the 29 articles and the Preemble, adopted by the Third Committes,
golely from the standpoint of arrangement consiatency, uniformity and

gtyle and to submit proposels therson to the Third Cormittes," . )

The Sub-Comuittes was also esked to "set up & language group of five.
members, one for sach of the official languagee, tc check and secure the
axact correspondence. of the text in the five official langueges".
Comppsition of the Sub-Committee

The Sub-Committee wes composed of the representatives of the following
slsven countries:
Australia
Belgiun
China
Cuba
Ecuador
Erance
Lebanon
Poland . o
Union of Soviet'Socialist_Republics ' _  _j

United Kingdom
United States of America .
Summary of the proceedings and recommendations of the Sub-Commi ttee
The Sub-Committee held 10 meetings from 1 December to 4 December 1948
The first reeting of the Sub-Committee was callsd to order by the
Director of the Division of Humen Rights and immediately proceeded to the ™

slection of the rollowing officers:
. - Cheirmen: Professor Rend Cassin (France)

Repporteur: ir, Alan S. Watt (ﬁustralia)

/vr. John Humphrey, -
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M. John Humphrey, Director of the Division of Human Rights, represented
the Sacretary-Generai and Mr. T.L. Tchang acted es Secretary.

At 1ts first mesting, after hearing statements by the representetives of
Chinea, Cuba and Eouador on the genoral structure of the Declaration and the
order of the articles, the Sub-Committee procesded to a detallsd examipa‘tion and
gtudy of the Declaration articls by erticle, This deteilsd examination
.continued throug,h the second to the ninth mesting,

As a result of this sxem{nation and etudy, end subject to the reaer\ra,tiona
indlcsated /tmh rogarding tho toxt of cortain erticles and the question of order

end arrengement, the Sub Ccmuittee decided to recommend to ths Third Comnittes
the text attached hereto. as Amex A, Subject to the same ressrvations, it
also decided to recommend thaﬁ‘-the crder of the paragraphs in the preamtble
" end of the articles of the Dsclaration he as thsrein indicated,

‘The order in the Annex is the seme &35 that of the original text with
the excﬁ?ption of & -few changes in the order of articles &nd of one
paragraph in the Preamble, Thse representative of Cuba expladned his vote
ngeinst the proposed re-arrangement bscause he considersd that this ordsh
'containéd s.ario.us mistekes in that it did not take into proper account
{1) the right to protection of the fémily; {2) the right to freedom of
thought, conacience and religion; (3 social righ-ts (erticles 20 to 2%),

: It will De noted that there has &lso boesn Cne change in tho order of the
‘recitsl of the preamble. , ' _
The Comnittee had befors 1t the following documsnts: A/0.3/380, AfC, f21b
4/0.3/313, (E,F,C,R,8.}, 4/C.3/386 (E,F,C,R,s.), A/c.s/s_c.u/w.l, AJC.3 /5042
to 21, '

At 1te last meeting, the Sub- -Comnittes set up the langua.ge .group rapntloned

in 1te terms of reference, ‘The membership of this group is' as follows:
Dr. P.C, Cheng and Mr. T.Y. Teao {China); MMy Borisov and Petrov (Union of
Soviet Goclalist Republice); - Dr, Perez Cisneros (Cuba) and Carrere de Andrade
(Bcuador); Mr, Rundell (United I{ingdom), Mr, Ryc'lcmax}s (Belgium) .

During the course of the clebates various msmbers requested that certain

pointa be broug,ht ﬁo the attention of the ‘I‘hird. Cc:mmittee ; .These pcinta are
the Tollowing: ' '

Artiels 2, Paragraph 1 ~ The representative of the Union of Soviet'SociallBt
' Republics protested mgsinst the action of the Sub-Committee in changing
the place of the word "birth". He said that this ch&nged B docieion taken
’ by the Third Comittee on & questdon of substance, and reserved hiH right
to bring the matter wup ags.in in the Third Committes, '

- [Paregraph 2 N
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Paragraph 2: The representatives of Ecuador, Poland eand the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics wers of opinion that the'Sﬁb-
menittee had exceeded its terms of reference in changing the "additional”

“article adopted by the Third Committee which now appears in modifisd
form as paragraph 2 of Article 2. The repressntatlve of the Union of
Sovist Soclalist Republics said that this smounted to a desletion of the
"additional” article as a separate article, The representative of o
Ecuador was of opinion that the suppression of the colonial clsuse
constituted & reconsideration of a decision teken by the Third Committes
snd that such reconeidsration required & two-thirds majority vote of:the'
Third Commities. ' | '

Article 4: The representative of the Unleon of Soviet Socialist Republics
paid that the changs made by the Gub-Coumilttes 1n the order of the article
weskened the text in thet the omphasis had.baen altered,

Article 12

Paragraph 2: Certain representatives felt that the suggosted new
version of the sescond paragreph might affect ths substence of the
article as adopted by the Third Committss, .

Article 18: The Sub-Committes decided to ask the Third Committee whether
1t wee advisable to retain the word "pacifique" in the French text of
Article 18. _ _

Article 19: The representatives of Cuba, Frence and the lebanon were strongly

~ of opinion that the French text of paragraph 3 of afticls 19 should
‘begln: "La volontd du peuple est le fondement...."

Article 20: The representative of Ecuador 1g of opinion that the French version
of article 20 as proposed by the Sub-Committes 1is completely different
from the English version which he considers to be the basic text.

Articls 22; Certain mambars of the Sub-Commitiss thought that the suggested
chenge, "All children, whether born in or out.of wedlock,.," in __'
paregraph 3 of Article 22 might affect the substence of the article as .
voted by the Third Committee. | : |

Article 23: ' The representative of Ecuador protested agalnet any modificatibn
of the fundﬁméntal right to free education as stated In the text voted
by the Third Committes. ‘The representative of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics ressrved his right to raise this question in ‘the
Third Committes inasmuch ag the text had not been improved but weakened.

Addd tional articla " The representative of Ecuador desired to draw the attantion
of the Third Committee to the fact that this article no 1onger appears éﬁ

A
»

in the draft Dcclaratlon es a separate article,

/At the ninth



s/e. 3{1400/3%1
Pago _

At the ni1th meeting of the Sub-Committee, the Cuban representative
crititized the Secrstary-Gensral for not having providsd interpretation frem
| Spanish into the working languages notwithstanding the fact that
interpretation had besn provided' from one of the other officlal languages.

He requested that this protest be rocordsd in the roport of the Sub-Commitie.

During & discussion of the ordsr of the articles at the ninth meoting,
the rapresehtative of Cubs reguested roll-call votse on three lesues.

" The firat of theas votes was on the Cuben proposel to insert
articles 16 and 17 immediately after articla 4{a). - The result of this

vote wag as follows: _
Australia ne \
Belgium sbatention
Ecusdor ne [
Cuba you
China no
USA ' no
France no
Istencn = = abstention _
Poland) dld not participate
USSR )~ " An the vote

_ United Kingdom no
Result: 1 for 6 against, 2 abstentions.
In the expla:nation of his vote, the representative of Cuba referrod
to the 1mportance of hie proposal and res rved him right to take up the
matter before the Third Committes.
The secend roll-call vote vas cn the Cuban proposal to insert Article is
immedia.taly after Article 4(a). The result of this vote was ‘as Pollows:

Australis " no

Belgium - abstention

Ecuador yea

Cuba yes

Chine no

Usa no

Frence no

‘ ' Lebanon o _
' Poland) 414 not participate

USSR ) . in the vote

United Kingdom no
Rogult: 2 for, 6 against, 1 abs‘bention.

. /I'ha Tepropsotatizsd
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The representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics a@d Poland
stated that they hed been uneble to participate in the voting on the two
Cuben motions mentioned &bove becsuse no general plan for the ordsr of
articles had been adopted by the Sub~Committee which had only considered
the locetion of individual articles, In these circumstences, it was
impossible for them to Judge the adviaability of msking isoclated changes
in the order of the a.rticlaa. g

The third roll-call vote was on the Cuben proposal to insert articles
20 to 25 inclusive immediately after Article 4{a}. The yesult of this vote

wag as follows:

Australis no
Belglum ‘ yes
Ecuador : ‘ yos
Cubse ' yes
China no
UBA ‘ Iio
Fre;nce | ' no
Lesbanon abstention
Polend yes
USER yes
-United Kingdom " ne -

Resmdt: 5 for, 5 agpinat, 1 sbstention,

In ths expia.nation of his votes on these three lmguss, the representative
of Cuba referred to the importence of his propose.ls and reserved his right t0 .
bring them vp agein before the Third Ccsmmi ttes.

At the ninth meeting of the Sub-Committes the representative of the
Union of Soviet Socielist Republics said that, because the languags group
had not been estebliched, the Sub-Committee was working under sbnormel =~ -
conditions and had not.perfomed its mandate, o

This yevision of the draft report of the kth Sub-Committes does mot ..~
contein the Annex A, which is to be found in Docwmont A/C.3/400. o





