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TECLARATION OF OLD AGE RIGHTS

Statement made by Dr. Bramuglia before the
Third Comnittee on 22 November 1948

" When the peoplea of the world embodied their politico-social
aapirations in the well-kmown terms of the Charter of the. United
'!Iations , they aimltaneouely pledged themselves, not only to save '
succesding generations from the scourge of war, but also to re-arfim
. faith in Fundamental human rights, in the dignity end worth of the
_human peraon. in the equal rights of men and women and in the equal
rights of Bta:bes before the law, and in particular they pledged
themeelves to establish conditions under which aocial Justice might
be fully realised, thereby yromoting socia.l progress and bottor
standards of living in larger freedom for hum.)ity

- In mo other docmnent 1e there to be found anything to equs,l the
scope and comprehensiveness of this nobdle desire of Stetea met tosethar
" in econstituent agsembly to endesvour to organize such international
oo~operation as will enabdble the peoples to live together in heymony and
peace. ' ‘ o ' . . |

The Cherter of the United Nations, though asubjsct tO the laws
of evolugion and chenge, is.at presemt the noblest, most vitel apd
mementous of all the documents that might serve as the sbiding
inspiration of internetional economic and social co-operation. Im
geeking higher stendards of living, constant work for all end conditions
of progress end economico-social development for humnit&, the |
United Nations is thus accomplishing 1ts destiny.

But elongside these questions requiring immediste attention,
there exists the need to contribute to the solution of intermational
problems of an economic, soclal and health character, as well as all
those other related problems in the battle in defemce of humen |
interests . Hence we must work indefatigably to raise humenity above
the level of the submerged, while making the necessary dietinctione
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between man the viotim of adverse factors end oiroumstances, and man the

ssrvent of the oommunity, an expresaion of the noblest principles.,

The States hers represented, assembled as they are to promote
and work for these prinoiples and their realisétioﬁ, well kmow
the value and importance of sociel questions, especiamlly in
these hlstorioc times when the possibdility of solving all sociasl and
eoonomic problems has become apparent.

The soclal question is not merely at the root of the problems
bound up with poverty. ©HNor is 1t a problem of one soclal oless.
Were poverty itseslf to vanish from the soclety to whieh we belong;.
were the peoples to achleve permanent and stable betterment, and
were all those other problems which affect the essential baslc
grbups of peoples -- certainly the most numerous and neerly alweys

' the most afflicted -- to be over-comse, therec would still remain

the urgenﬁ need to soclve the problems created by wealth 1tself

end the natural exclusiveness whic@ 1s 1ts oonsequence owing to ite

baslo structure and the ordering of a world which does not evolve
as swiftly as our thought, The social question is, in fact,
a problem of political organization and legislation,

Thus, when we strive, through all legal institutions and

ﬁrooesses, to achieve a sooilety in which all men will play their

part in firm co-operation, we are ensuring not only the advent of
peaceful and happy times for all human belngs, Iut’&lso the
genesis of a new man who will finally gulde the footsteps of his
fellows to the realms of eomplete emancipation.

You are not unaware of the general history and development
of soclal legislation in the world. The protection of mankind
hes aéveloped more and more everywhere, Furopean nations havé
alwayé.ehOWn themselves alive to these pre-cocupations., In the
East, enlightened laws are appearing, and 1n America a progressive
ihetitutionaliem 1ls arlsing in the interests of the workers,
denoting a universal eagerness to save humanity from difficul®
living conditions when lack of physical strength, inflrmity or
0ld age eppeer. : L

' The existenoce of these laws promulgeted meny years ago, -and
in particular since the middle of last century, 1s a progressive
commentary on the consideration gilven to the rights of man and, at

- the seme time, to the so-oalled right to live, And the life of &

human being should assuredly enjoy all legal protections, so that
o ' ' /society
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soclety can‘at no'time igﬁore him or abandon him to chance, to
suffering or tolindigence

There exists then s deep interest in social questions which.

'has gone on. increasing during these i‘irst 50 years of our century, even
in the midet of the two terridble wars which humaenity has hed to endure;
perhaps for that very reason.

This develomment and evolution of social rights 1s not an
imolated fact. It is part of a movement in the world for the 1mnrovement
of its social welfara systems . '

, It cannot be donled that the problem is world-wide, The social
protection of men, sheltering him in the midst of his difficulties,
in order to save him from want and to sustain him in historic dignity
until the moment when his energles fa1l forever, is not & process
peculiar to any nation in the world.

Without having to resort to history, working merely with the
tools of the present, we may recall the Atleautic Charter which, though
recent, slready segmis far awey. - It was stated therein that the
des|ire vas to bring .b.bou’c the fullest collaboration between all nations
in the economic £i01d with the obJect of securing for all improved
._la‘bou;r gtandards, economic advencement end social security. It was
drawvn up at & time of vioclent struggle, in which vast forces were
éngaged At that moment the path of future generations to gocial
security was being mapped. out in the minde of those who ela‘borated
the Atlantic Charter, ;

At the same time as Cenada wes appointing an all-parby committes
to study the Marsh plan, in Amsrice the voice of a Pregident whose
nane awakes grateful echoes everyvwhere -- ﬁoosev:alt, to whom I pay’
my tribute. -- stated that his people wiched to be protected from the
evils of all forms of economic insecurity and that the protectlon .of
hie fellow men should be extended t0 every cltlizen from the cradle
to the greve.:

' Then it wae Britain, ever a nobls exainple of lsbour, well ,
gchooled in priﬁciples and en asgiduous supporter of all aspecté of
world reconstruction, who stated, through Beveridge, the need to

‘combat all the 11l that man 1s heir to. Want, -ickness, ignorance,
poverty and idlensss -- these are five great adversaries, real
enamiea in the soclel etruggle, and. they must be deslroyed to save -
humanity ,

The Christian leadership in the world, too, has been. equaliy
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alive to this problem. The oonsgtant viclasltudes in human conditions
hove preompted the Catholic world to issue Encyclicles deslgned to
reconclle capital and 1abour: We could find no apter condemnation

of any system that opresses man, whether esconomically or politically,
than 1s contained in the words of the ono entitled "Quadragesimo anno",
on the eve of the last war, in which 1t is stated with admireble
vision that the concentration of wealth and power producce threes

types of conflict: Firstly, the struggle 18 Joined for the conquost
of oconomic power; then a battle beging for control of the govermment,
hence for' the power to misuse one's strength end influence in

‘oconomic conflicts; finally, the fight moves into the international
field where States are engsged, endenvouring to use force and political
power to promote the economic Interestes of thelr respoctive subjects,

These words of Pope Pius XTI are clearly the utterances of n
militant on the stage of democracy on which we nre all playing our
part, and the admonition that springs, limpid and clear, from this
- -appreciation 1s that wealth must not be In the hands of the few, but
in the hands of the Just, nor must it be inacceseible, if 1t 18 to be
an expression of that socizl co-operation which will remove the causes
and effects of distress, and produce the miracle of a world with
fewer rich and fewer poor.

Social doctrines remain abstractlons and historical facts till
they assume the form of ordinary everyday achlevements.

Doctrine is, metaphorically speaking, the didactic expression
in words of organic ideas. Implementation harmonises doctrine and
Tact. Sometimes the doctrine is born of, facte themsclves. It
springs from custom or reltereted facts, But today the relterated
fact is man'e insecurity. The doctrine 1s the urgent need of producing
social circumstances that will ensble him to live froec of difficulties.
The fact 1s about to be realised. We have to transform the
philosophy of abstraction into thet of achievement. The hopes of
all are with us In that task.

When, among groups of workers, social welfare takes the
well-known forms of social insurance or supersnnuation or old age
pensions, 1t will be appreciasted that all socinl subsldige are always
actuarially assessed, In some cases the advantages ars adequai
end obvious; but in others the ebscnce of beneflts for workere
indicates that no contribution 1s being made towards the removal of
the despalr that is born of poverty or the despondency engendered
by want, .
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Hence the social problemeg whose solution ig destined to strangthen
the common welfare demand prudent and ‘continuous action on’ our part

No natlon on earth has permanently solved all the problems with
which man grapples. But that is no reason for our falling to do our
utmost.

The difficulties encountered in seeking a happy eolution to
many questions which are vital to thls Agsembly must not obetruct
our will or disturb our action. |

We must begin to take concrete action. The giddy speed of
events in recent times has put many noble ldeas out of ddte. It is
not time that has separated them'from ug, 1t 1e the chain of events
that is responsible for a gap which 1s certainly unreal.

Yesterday's happenings are out of date if we analyse them ﬁo-@ay.
Our present words may be old to-morrow. / .

But from all this we can draw an important conclusion: the
invariable element is the human being, who rcmains and will'remain
the souUrce of wealth and heppiness. Let us see to 1t that he does
not remain the instrument of his own misfortune'

The two wars of these firet fifty years of the ‘century in
which we are living have taught us much. No one has been spafed
the repercusslons of these unhappy struggles No one hags escapsd the
misery of thesa vars.

Hence 1t 1s urgentlj necessafy for us to destroy misuhderstanding
and poverty by ilmplementing all the principles of solidarity and
agreement through a policy of soclal justlce, wlth a view to winning
the fight for general welfare.

Tt is often & difficult and complicated tesk, and one of vast
remifications, to carry out‘certain theoretical plans for the-
protection of man, Surveys, profound analyses, eccnomic theories,
gctuarial’findings combine to stress the urgency of seeking satisfactory
solutions once for all. . |

That is our task at this present Juncture, and it is also the aim
of the Argentine proposal, copies of which are to be found on the
delegates' desks.

Our task is to create in the sphere of doctrine, and thereafter to
establish by posltive legislatlion in the aphere of sooial security,
014 Age Eights as a universally accepted formula designed, in our

view, to end human difficulties in the hardest years of man's 1ife, _
| | ' [This
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This document is meant to be a constructive contribution towards
nobly smoothing mas ' 3 pafh in the final steges of his life and saving
him from abject poverty at & time when his strength is failing and
when he is deprived of the aid of the family or legal institutions
responsidble for his protection. o

It 1s an Argentine contribution to the solution of these problems,
and ons wost noble in its origins, | - '

This concern springs from the strong desire to give a universel
charaster to the principles of social security, which are the very
foundation of the new soclal Justice advocated in my country.

The prodlems of old age, sbandonsd and destitute of the necessities
of life, have alwgyé been of corcern to Jovernments. Why, then,
should they not be of concern to Argentina?

Nevertheless, Tinal solutions have not been reached, A vast
unexplored field is that of aid to man in the painful years of his
1ife, those of his old age. Orientation, precept and practice, have
been steges in the eolving of many other problems. _But tho urgency
of social questions and legislation thereson have not developed at the
seme pace, nor by equal stages,

Thie concern on Argentina's part has a most noble origin, since
the Declaration of the Rights of 01d Age is & product of the Social
Welfare Poundation "Dona Marie Bva Duarte de Peron", an institution
eatablished with a view t0 exerting the most determined snd energetic

- efforts in defence of humanity and to glving the consisfeﬁtly.sacred
‘and exalted work of a people definite characteristice embodying the |

redeening unity of mankind.
It has, as I seid, a most noble origin, since the Rights of 0ld

Age have been proclaimed and promulgeted by one of the American women
who hes worked most persistently and unmirinély to achieve the social

well-being of the Argentine workers; who has worked most enthusiaetichlly

to establish social security as an ald to the solution of universal
prodlems. She has written pages that are incorporated, through their
influence and achievement, in the very Life of the Republic, and the
gocial defence of mankind, unremlittingly and untiringly pursued, shows
the place occupied by the women of the world in the constant and
congtructive protection of human energies., ILet thls tribute of my’
people to an Argentine woman be also the expression of thelr feélihg
for all the women of the world who work for human happiness.

- This problem of the Rights 0f-01d Age must~be viewsd from the

" Juniversal

.



~universal standpoint. Just as the problems of childhood ere duly

guided end governed by skilful legislation confirmed in the -Geneva
Declaration dﬂzthq Rights of the ohild, so also must the 1ife of the

aged be broted@q& at the very point vhere the protective laws cease to

spply.
Thé protection of mankind from the cradle to the grave is an .

~indierensadble sociel principle. It is particularly important in cld

age, & stege of life reached after fulfilment of all the obligations
of the normal processes of evolution, and one in which 1t 1s moat

necessar; to =pply the principles of highest Christian justice.

Thie Argentiine Decleration aims at the happinees and well-being
of mankind in old age. ' |
- The growth of a co-operative spirit between the peoples in
social matters gives us reason to belleve “hat these rights can be
universally. appiiéd thus putting an end to the soeial injustice

implied by the possible abandonment of the aged,

Delegates supporting this Declaration of the Rights of 0ld Age

- on behalf of thgir respective countries will not be giving their

“soclal reform and towards a peaceful life and productive labour

gupport to a document produced by one naticn, but to menkind as s whols,
In my opinion there 18 no better way of giving final expression

1o the universal value of the Argentine Declaration than to recall

the words of Senore de Peron when, expounding Argentine sociel

prinoiples in connection with this Decleration, she publicly gtated:
“Justice end solidarity do not, and eannot, know any frontiers.
They are higher manifestations of the humen conscience, forcea that

revsal the divine inspiration animating our lives, which aeeks to ,;ﬁﬁ;

perfect itself in the face of eternity. No person unfid for work
and nc aged person should be without the necessary support of the
comunity. even though in neither case have contributiona been paid
to any provident fund." '
This is the motive and sasence of this Declaration, and this, too, -
1s the reason for the continual effort to embody finally in the form of‘
ingtitutions the Rights of 01d Age as a Charter proﬁecting mankind and
particulérly the working masses that are the backbone of the democracy

“we practise and serve and the creative force of its institutions end prqgrebs.‘i

With the remlization of these Rights we also hope to advence towards

On behalf of my country-I ¢all for your support for thisvDeclaration

.which eXxpresses the epirit of our peoples—and represents-the Gupremb,.

universal will,
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