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Seeing that the work of codification of international lew, which has
repeatedly figured on.the agenda of Inter-Parliamentary Conferences since
1899, has now, under present intermational circumstences, again taken on
increaged 1mportance; o ‘ ,

‘Seeing that ﬁembers of Par']..':-'Lément in all democratic countries play a
foremost part in the direction and control of their country's international
pollicy, and that, in the interests of the peoples who elected them, ag in
the collective interests of humenity, it is thelr duty to bring their
contribution to, end to keep watch over, the application of the same
principlés. of -gmorality‘in relations between the nations as in relations between
- individuals; .

Seeing that, d.v.rinﬁ;;_the gecond world war, declarations of paramount
importance for the evolution of international law were made by the spokesmen
of the victorious democracies;

Seeing that the Hux rerberg Cherter for the prosecution and punishment of
the main war criminals has endowed intermational penal law with principles
that are also worth codifying; '

Seeing that those various declarations deserve to be preserved from
oblivion and must contimme to inspire the work of codification of international
- law undertaken by the United Nations; |
Seeing that, moreover, such & vote would imply that the members of the

verious Perliements affilisted to the Union endorsed those declarations (Wthh

in most cases, were made by Governments) , regarded themselves as directly

bound by their terms and declared themselves ready to direct the foreign

policy of their respective countries on the lines thus indicated;
the YYXVITth Conference recalls the leading principles of

Consequently,
the
3

" International morality contained in the Declaration of the Four Froedous

Atlantic Charter, the Moscow, Teheran and Yalta Declerations, the United
[Natione Charter
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Nations Charter., the Potsdam Declaration, the Act of Chapultepec the
Nurembezxg Charter, the Bogota Charter, and similar International documbnts
a8 also in the main internationel statements made during hostilities by
‘the spokesmen of the great democracies, and transmits to the United Nations,
a8 the c3ontfibution of the Inter-Parliamentary Unlon to the work of .
codificalion provided for in Article 13 of the Charter, the Declaration
Jjoined to the present text, in which the Inter-Parliamentary Union has
endeavoured to swmarise those prlnciples

The Conferencs algo recoimende that the Inter~-Parliamentary Commlttee
on Juriddical Questions continue its eéfforts for the development of the work
it has undertaken with a view to proclaiming the principles of international
morality. , L
DECLARATION‘ON THE PRINCIPLEQOF: INTERNA_TIONAL MORALITY

1. QRelations hetween states are gév_emegl by principles of morallty ag
are relations between individuals. - , _ -

2. . All states are golidary and form a de facto community of which it |
ig desirable that the United Nations shgﬁld, as soon ag possible, become the
universal jurldical expression. | | .

3. The members of the community of states are equal before the law,
wilithout prejudice to the limitations of sovereignty required for the benefit
of the internationsl community, in the interests bf peace and security,

L. Statés have the strict duty t0 resﬁect the obligations resulting
from internatlonal conventions, '

A Tbreaty may only be annulled or modified with the consent of thé statea
concermed or in accordance with the provisions of the United Nations Charter.

5. No state may_‘c‘]__aim to be Judge in its own cause. Ivery dispute
between states Which'"c_annot ‘be gsettled amicably must he settled by
conciliation, arbitr'étion, or in accordance with the provigions of the
United Nations Charter, ~All states must carry out in good falth the
decigion reached,

6. . The Independence of states is inviolablm ‘Regpect for that
inde?eaadence excludes the use of political, economlc, or other pressure on
the paxrt of a state for the purpose of modifying the political or social
structuxre of another state , without prejudice Lo measures taken ag & result
of decisions of the United Natlons Orgaqisétion:to gafeguard peace and
democracy. o o o

7. DNo state may use its armed forces on the territory of enother
independent state except with the agreement of ‘Ehe state concernsed or for

military action authorised_ by the terms of the United Nationg Charter,

dd . /8. As all



8. As all Prdpﬂgaﬁd& in favour of war and all forms of incitemeni to
agrrosdion conutitute a threat to that peace tovards which the offczbts of all
statea should bg directed, all govermments should take active sbteps to
implement the resolution condemning such propaganda voted unanimously at the
second General Assembly of the United Nations in 1947 and at the Conference on
Frecdom of Tnformation in 1948, '

Furthermore; in the interests of peace, all states are required to
encourage by publicity and propagands and by any other means st their disposul
friendly ralations between peoples based on the aims and principles df tos
United Nations Charter. ‘

9. As, under the terms unanimously adopted by the Conference on ¥reodom
of Tnformation which met in Geneve in March and April 1948, "the attainment
of & Jjust and lasting peace depends in great degree upon the frce 7.l » of truc
and honest information to all peoples and upon the spirit of responsibility
with which all personnel of the press and other agencies of information geelk
the truth and report the facts", it is in particular the duty of all
governments to see that all official communications issued by foreign
governments relating to internationai'disputes in which they are concerned
ghould be diggeminated on their territory efféctiyely and on a basis of
reciprocity.

Az the attainﬁent of 4 just and lasting peace depends largely on fresdom
of opinion, it 1s the duty 6f states to give thelr nationals the right to
exprocg different opinions, including even opinions contrary to those of
the party in power ‘

10. Since aggress1on iz a CTlme, those who prepare, promote aud execute
it must be prosecuted and punlshed by Joint action of states.

The collectivity of states must adopt as soon as possible an internaticnal
penal code and create an international penal court for the punishmsn® of
crimes againet peace, war crifmes and crimes againgt humenity, including in
particular the crime of genocide. o

Mutual asaistence between states in the matter Of
oclde ox other crimes

progcgcution and

punighment of war criminals and persons guilty of gen

]

againgt humanity must take place without restrictions and without tims-limita

contrary o the splrlt set forth above.
gtate victim of aggression has the right of legitimate defence -and
the community of statés must lend 1ts support.

11. Armamente, waich are a heavy purden on worTn geonomy, cannot
. g, v

any other purpose than that of prot
aggression. Their arbitrary fization

logitimately serve gcting the nations

individually and collectively agalnst
by Joverezgn states and the compotltion esrising betwe
d.d

en thome states in this
[fisld
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field have often been stigmatized as a cause of 1neecur1t3 . It is thereiore
the uwrgent duty of qtates to collaborate f‘or their llmlt&tio*l and progrensive
reduction under 1nternat10nal control, 1nspectlon and supervision,

Under that same guarentee, internmational morality mekes it the duty zor
states to agree upon international comtrol, inspection and superviaion of
atomic weaponé, ag also other instruments of war making possgible mass
desbruction of humen life end material wealth, in view of the final abolition
of those arms.

12, Peoples have the inalienable end imprescriptible right of frec
self-determination and the international community the duty to secure the
exercise of that right, |

13, States must not exploit for their own profit populations of a
different civiligation placed under their trusteeship. It is their' Aty
to co-operate for the improvement of their material, moral, and intellectua.
condition in such a way as %o lead them aé rapidly as possible tovards
autonomous administration, independent govermment, or any other soluthlon
desired by those populations. In the territories inhabited by them no
privilege must be granted, of a commercial or industrial nature, to
nationals of the state resnonaible for administration,

14, It is the duty of states to collaborate' for the general wellule
of mankind, They muet grant one another mutually, as regards acceus to
raw materials and foreign trade, the facilities necessary to the econcmic
progperity of each one of themn,

15. In evexry state there should be grantéd, to all citizens, withcuv
distinction of religion, race, sex or nationality, the exercise of wvights
which will ensure the free development of their individ.udlity.

16. Since every humen being has a right to life it is the duty of
states to bear, within the limits of their respective meang, the burden
resulting from the harbouring of displaced persons, refugees, stateleas
pergons or persons [leeing from war pestilence or natural catas‘:.rophieé,

Except in the case of persons gullty of crimes of common law and in
the cése of war criminals‘ a gtate has the right to give asylum on its
territory to indlviduals, without distinction of age, who have fled froi
thelr own country through fear of political, religious, or raclal persecutlon.

17, Turther, states having on their territories, or on territories
occupled or controlled by them, displaced persons, refugees, enigrég, suc,
sphall refrain from any form of propagenda the alm of which is to infilusnce
the said rersong in a tendentious manner with a view to preventing them
from taking a decision to return to their owyn country, end. they shall use
all the legal means at their disposal to combat propaganda of- this sort,
ad | /The remcval
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The removal of children from their own country without the consent of
thelr parents or legal guardiang and the placing of obstacles in the way
of their repatriation are a flagrant violation of international morality.

Any dlaplaced person or refugee wishing to return to his home has
the right to do so; 1t is the duty of the international collectivity and,
particularly, of the state concernsd to lsnd them all effective aid and
agglatance. '

18, Tach state must endsavour to secure for all manual and intellectual
workers respect for their dlgnity, their right to work, to rest and leisure, '

and a falr remuneration for their labours.
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