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I have the honour to enclose herewith the Mddel Nucl ear Wapons Convention
whi ch has been carefully drafted by an international consortium of |awers,
scientists and di sarmanent experts |led by the Lawers Comrittee on Nucl ear
Pol i cy.

On 15 Decenber 1994, the General Assenbly adopted resolution 49/75 K, in
which it requested the International Court of Justice to render its advisory
opi nion on the question: "lIs the threat or use of nucl ear weapons in any
circunmstance permtted under international |aw?"

On 8 July 1996, the International Court of Justice delivered its advisory

opi ni on on the above question, in which it concluded unani nously that: "There
exists an obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to a concl usion
negoti ations | eading to nuclear disarmanent in all its aspects under strict and

effective international control" (see A/51/218, para. 105).

Mor eover, on 10 Decenber 1996, the CGeneral Assenbly adopted resol ution
51/45 M entitled "Advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice on the
legality of the threat or use of nuclear weapons,” in which it:

"Underline[d] the unani nbus conclusion of the Court that there exists
an obligation to pursue in good faith and bring to a concl usi on
negoti ati ons |l eading to nuclear disarmanent in all its aspects under strict
and effective international control

"Call[ed] upon all States to fulfil that obligation inmediately by
commencing rmultilateral negotiations in 1997 |leading to an early concl usion
of a nucl ear-weapons convention prohibiting the devel opment, producti on,
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testing, deployment, stockpiling, transfer, threat or use of nuclear
weapons and providing for their elimnation

"Request [ed] the Secretary-General to provide the necessary assi stance
to support the inplementation of the present resolution”. (paras. 4, 5, 6)

The Model Nucl ear Weapons Convention is submitted as a work in progress
setting forth the legal, technical and political issues that should be
considered in order to obtain an actual nucl ear-weapons convention

The exi stence of nucl ear weapons continues to endanger all peoples and
nati ons. W believe that we should carry through with the tasks that
non- gover nment al organi zati ons have started, in order to create | ega
instruments to bring about the conplete elimnation of nuclear weapons.

We consider the Mddel Nucl ear Weapons Convention an effective and hel pfu
instrument in the deliberative process for the inplenentati on of Genera
Assenbly resol ution 51/45 M

Therefore, | kindly request Your Excellency to have the draft nucl ear
weapons convention circul ated as an of ficial docunent of the General Assenbly,
under agenda item 71

(Signed) Melvin SAENZ-BI OLLEY
Anbassador, Deputy Pernmanent Representative
Chargé d' affaires a.i
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