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The meeting was called to order at 3.40 p.m.

AGENDA | TEMS 45 TO 66 AND 155 (continued

CONSI DERATI ON OF AND ACTI ON ON ALL DI SARVAMENT AGENDA | TEMS

The CHAIRMAN  The first speaker this afternoon is the representalive of
France, who will introduce draft resolution AsC.1/45/L.53.

M. AMIGUES (France) (interpretation fromFrench}: The delegation Of
France w shes to introduce draft resolution AsC.1/45/L.53, under sub-item (e),
"United Nations Institute for D sarmanent Research", of agenda item 60, entitled
"Review of the inplementation of the recommendations and decisions adopted bythe
CGeneral Assenbly at its tenth special session. The draft resolution is sponsored
by Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, China, Ecuador, Egypt,
G eece, India, Indonesia, Italy, the Netherlands, N geria, Norway, the Philippines,
Pol and, Romani a, Senegal, Singapore, Spain, Sri Lanka, the Union of Soviet
Soci al i st Republics, Yugoslavia and France.

The main purpose of the draft resolution is to note with pleasure the tenth
anniversary of the United Nations Institute for Disarmanment Research (UNIDIR).
UNIDIR was established by General Assenbly resolution 34783 M of 11 Decenber 1979,
and began its operations on 1 Cctober 1980, alnost exactly 10 years ago. For the
sponsors of draft resolution L.53, UNIDIR's tenth anniversary provides an
opportunity to show our satisfaction with the Institute and recognise that it has
carried out well the task entrusted to it.

Still a young body - forat 10 years of age one is barely even an
adol escent - UNIDIR has al ready won very w de support. |Indeed, its diverse
activities cannot fail to arouse the interest of those working in the area of
disarmament. The inportance of its independent research, which conplenents that of
the Departnent for Disarmament Affairs, is faithfully reflected in its report

(A/45/392) on its activities.
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(M. Amigues, France)

That broad support, whi ch goes beyond the grow ng nunber ofcountries that
make voluntary contributions to UNNDIR is naturally reflected in draft
resol ution L.53.

The draft resolution has a second objective, which is related to the first.

W take the opportunity offered by URIDIR's tenth anniversary to request it to
undertake, with the assistance of independent experts, research on the economc
aspects ofdisarmament. It is time we had clear, well-founded and substanti ated
data to guide our thinking on this particularly inportant, topical subject. This
is the inport of operative paragraph 7 of the draft resolution.

The Ceneral Assenbly entrusts research to UNNDIR in keeping with the latter's
statute, in particular articae 2, paragraph 3, and article 7, paragraph 3. There
are precedents for this; | am thinking of among others, resolutions 37/84, of
1982, on the rel ationship between di sarmanent and development, and 38,181, of 1983,
on inplementation of the Declaration on the Denucl earisation of Africa. Thus
therei s no inpediment toour entrusting such research to UNNDIR It should be
under st ood, however, that such a request nust remain an exception.

We gather that sone, mindful of budgetary considerations, have questions about
the cost of the research. The latest estimates indicate that it should represent a
tiny sumin absolute termsbut a large amount for UNIDIR  whose budget for 1991, as
set forthon pages 17 to 20 of its report (A/45/392), anounts to $1,615,000.
Consequently, it appears to us to be essential that assistance in financing the
research be provided fromthe regul ar budget of the United Nations.

The 26 sponsors ofdraft resolution AsC.1/45/L.53, which represent the
diversity of our international community, hope that the draft resolution will be

adopted by consensus.
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M. AGAYRV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) (interpretation from
Russian): Today our del egation and the del egations of France and Sri Lanka are
introducing a draft resolution (A/7C.1/45/L.53) to nark the tenth anniversary ofthe
United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR).

In the first decade of its existence the Institute has earned a solid
reputation and growing international prestige as a major centre of research on
di sarmarent and world security issues. This has been due to the extensive and
serious work carried out by UNIDIR ever since the time of confrontation, when it
was al ready seeking universally acceptable approaches to the central issues of
international devel opnent.

UNIDIR's major analytical studies, on such subjects as the risk of accidenta
nucl ear conflict, various verification issues, concepts of national security and
many other disarmanment problens, are well known. [n the context of the Institute's
activities, we cannot fail to mention its fellowships programme, which enables
scholars fromthe devel oping countries to carry out research in the field of
di sar manent .

It is a particularly inportant fact that the work of UNNDIR by virtue of its
organizational princi pl es and met hods, which rely on broad contacts with research
centres and experts in various parts of the world, offers valuable experience in
reachi ng consensus and pooling creative efforts on disarmanent and issues of
international security.

In today's drastically changed international environment the Institute is
enj oying even w der opportunities forcarrying out its programre. However, the
post-confrontation period is al so posing new problens. One such problem has to do
with the social and econonmic inplications of disarmanent. Asan internationa
research centre capabl e of addressi ng majornew i ssues at a highly erpert |evel,

UNIDIR could enter into its second decade of existence with the preparation of a
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(Mr, Agayev, USSR)
study on that subject, as is proposed in the draft resolution. W believe that the
international commnity would do well to express to UNIDIK its support for its
useful and very relevant efforts.
| conclude by expressing our gratitude to all the sponsors who contributed to
the work on the draft resolution and, first and forenmost, to the delegez:ions of

France and Sri Lanka for their productive co-operation in drafting the text.
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Mr. RASAPUTRAM_(Sri Lanka): The representatives of France and the Sovi et

Union, inintroducing draft resolution AsC,1745/L.53, have referred to the tenth
anniversary of the United Nations Institute for Di sarmament Research (UNIDIR) and
congratulated UNNDIR on its work. Sri Lanka joins other sponsors in extending our
congratul ations to UNFIDIR onthis »ccasion.

It is generally acknow edged that an anniversary of an institution is a happy
occasion. It is the nore so when the Institute has made an inpact and created an
awar eness anong countries, institutions and individuals by its productive, tinely
and independent research work. In this context. we greatly appreciate the work
.one by UNIDIR in the |ast 10 years, particularly its in-depth studies of the
emerging problens of disarmanent. The approach to sensitive subjects, the vol une
of independent research so far undertaken, the high quality of its work and the
opportunities it has always seized to carry out research in new areas have
increased the trust and the confidence placed in it by all countries. Today UWD R
has such a good track record that it is well known by its work.

The draft resolution on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of UNI D R not
only expresses our appreciation ofthe work done so far, but also calls on the
Institute to continue its high-quality work in disarnmament research. There is
plenty of work to be done in this field, and we are happy to note that UNI DI R has,
within its meagre resources, carried out work on sone of the issues. We are aware
that much nore work has to be done and shoul d be done.

As sponsors of the draft resolution, we should like to worktowards the
fulfilment of the ains and objectives ofthe Institute, set out inits Statute
whi ch i ncl ude

"Providing the international community with nore diversified and complete

dat a

on all disarmanent issues, to build security and peace and to
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"facilitate progress. . . towards the econom c and social devel opnent of al
peopl es**. (resolution 397148 #, annex. article |1, para,?2(a).

In accordance with its Statute, URIDIR has been entrusted with certain studies
by the General Assenbly on at least three previous occasions. There are still
further precedents relating to economic issues, in that the General Assenbly at its
thirty-seventh session recomended that UNIDIR shoul d undertake an investigation of
the nodalities of an international disarmament fund for devel opnent.

In the draft resolution UNIDIR is requested, in accordance with the ains and
objectives set out inits Statute, to prepare a report on the econom c aspects of
di sarmarment. Such a report would no doubt he valuable in identifying the econom cs
involved in the disarmament process. Ata time when certain aspects of disarmanent
are within reach, a report of this nature would make a significant contribution to
our know edge. Furthernmore, UNIDI® itself could stinulate new initiatives to allow
continuing efforts to be made to movetowards a lower | evel of armanents consi stent
with international security by strengthening social, econonmic and politica
stability. Therefore the Sri Lanka del egation supports, and has joined in

sponsoring, this draft resolution

M. ARAUIO CASTRO (Brazil): | should like to take this opportunity to
express the views of ny delegation on someof the draft resolutions that are being
consi dered by the Committee.

Together with Austria, Bulgaria, the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic,
I ndia, Indonesia, Mexieco, Suriname, Sweden, the Union of Soviet Sociali st
Republics, Venezuel a and Yugosl avia, Brazil sponsored draft resol ution
A/C.1/45/L.49, introduced yesterday in an el oquent statement by Ambassador
Maj Britt Theorin of Sweden. W fully support the ideas contained inthat draft,

particularly with regard to the need to chart potential uses for environmenta
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endeavours of assets such as know how, technology, infrastructure and production
currently allocated to mlitary activities, through a study to be elaborated by the
Secretary-Ceneral, as requested in the draft resol ution.

Brazil has |ong favoured consideration by the United Nations of tre profound
interrelationship of questions relating to disarmament, sc- "al and economic
development and environnental protection, on which we have already had the
opportunity to elaborate in our intervention in the general debate. The need to
address this inportant issue Wwas recognized in the draft Declaration ofthe 1990s
as the Third D sarmanent Decade, adopted by consensus at this year's sessionofthe
Di sar manment Conmi ssion, which the Commttee will endorse through draft resol ution
A/C.1745/7L.2, introduced by N geri a.

The study to be prepared by the Secretary-CGeneral will be a first step in
addressing some of the issues involved in considering the interrelationship between
di sarmament, devel opnent and environnental protection. W are ready to contribute
to the study by sharing our own national experience in the utilisation of military
resources for environmental endeavours. FOr instance, the arned forces have been
contributing to the efforts ofthe Braziliam Institute for the Environnent and
Renewabl e Nat ural Resources (IBAMA) i n i npl ementing "Operation Amazon". The main
goal of the operation is to supervise the protection ofthe environnent of the
Amazon regi on, nonitoring activities such as illegal fishing, deforestatioan and
hunting of ~ndangered or protected species.

In addressing the issue oftechnol ogies and know how, th8 study, we suggest,
shoul d al so envisage effective modalities for favourabl e access to, and transfer
of, environnental |y sound technologies, In particular to the devel opi ng countries,
inline with the objectives set forth in paragraph 15 (m) ofpart | of General

Assembly resol ution 44228, That resol ution, which sets the framework for
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the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent, sheuld be taken
into account in preparing the study, so as to ensure that a neaningful contribution
can be made to the Preparatory Conmittee, as envisaged in paragraph 4 of draft
resol ution As/C.1/45/L.49.

Toget her with many other del egations, Brasil has al so sponsored draft
resol uti on AsC.1745/L.42, introduced by Anbassador Carl-Magnus Hyltenius of Sweden,
dealing with the study on the role of the United Nations in tie field of
verification. The Goup of Experts, presided over by Anrbassador Fred Bild of
Canada, a Group inwhich a Brazilian expcct, M. Georges Lamaziére, parti ci pated,
prepared a conprehensive report on the i ssue, which stresses the centrai role of
the United Nations in the sphere of disarmanent and opens up new perspectives for
action by this organization in the specific field ofverification, particularly of
multilateral agreenents.

In sponsoring draft resolution A/C.1/45/L.42, Brasi|l recogni ses not only the
rel evance of tne present study and the recommendatiomns put forward by the G oup of
Experts, but the need to continue to consider issues related to verification of
di sarmament agreements. Brazil is ready, for its part, to give due consideration
to the recomendations contained in the study and to co-operate with the
Secretary-Ceneral in their inplenentation.

At the opening of the general debate during the present session of the Ceneral
Assembly, Presi dent Col | or announced:

"Brazil today discards the idea ofany experiments that mght involve nuclear

expl osions, even if only for peaceful purposes. Wetruat other nations will

consider the possibility of followi ng the sane path." (A/45/PV.4. . 13)

Qur sponsorship ofdraft resolution A/C.1/45/L.31, entitled "Anendnent ofthe

Treaty Banning Nucl ear \Wapon Test& in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under
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(Mr, Araujo Castro. Brazil)
Water", a recognition ofthe comendable efforts of the del egations which
originally proposed the Anendment Conference, stresses the inportance ny Governnent
attaches to the cessation of all nuclear explosions in all environnents for ali
times. In the Amendnent Conference and in other forums, Brasil wll actively

pursue the conclusion, at the earliest possible date, ofa conprehensive

nucl ear -t est ban.
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We listened with great interest to the statement by Anbassador Adolf Ritter
von Wgner of Germany introducing draft resolution L.36, entitled "Inplenentation
of the guidelines for appropriate types of confidence-building measures'*. W fully
agree With his statenent that

*'wherever disarnmanent and arns control are at issue in the world it nust be

borne in mnd that confidence building paves the way to disarmanent, and in

turn di sarmament generates confidence". (Az 45/PV p. 22
It is therefore the view of ny delegation that the text ofdraft resolution L.36
could have been enriched by the inclusion of appropriate references to the
rel ationship between di sarmanent and confidence-buil ding measures.

Wi le ny delegation is prepared to support the adoption of the draft
resolution in its present form we believe that it coul d have takeninto account,
as recogrized inresol ution 43778 H: that confidence-building neasures, especially
when applied in a conprehensive nanner, have the potential to pronote the
attai nnent of disarmanent neasures; that confidence-building neasures, while
neither a substitute nor a pre-condition forarms limtation and di sarmanent
measures, can be conducive to achieving progress in disarmament; and, finally, that
effective disar~arent and arns linitation measuresWhi ch directly limt or reduce
mlitary petemtial have particularly high confidence-building val ue.

Let me conclude by making a commenton draft resolution L.20, entitled
"Conventional disarmanent” and introduced by Denmark, which endorses the
recomendat i ons of the Di sarmanent Commission with regard to the question of
conventional disarmament. Asall del egations are aware, the document agreed upon
by the Disarnsment Commi ssion was the result of |ong and not always easy
negoti ati ons. It contains a conprehensive consideration of different aspects

rel ated to conventional di sar manent and nust be vi ewed as a whol e.
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We therefore believe that in endorsing the text the draft resolution should
not have highlighted only sone ofthe aspects of the text agreed upon by the
Conmmi ssion but either should have limted itself to an endorsenent or alternatively
shoul d have reproduced the entire agreed text as an annex to the draft resolution
SO0 as not to give the erroreous inpression that someof the recommendations have a
| esser val ue than others.

M. STANROV (Bulgaria): Today, ny delegation would like to share with
other representatives in the First Committee some observations on certain basic
aspects of the discussion which took place during the seminar on
confi dence-buil ding neasures in the naritine environment, held at Varna, Bul gari a,
| ast Septenber, as they were perceived by the Bulgarian participants. The
di scussi on enconpassed a broad range ofissues and points of view Wt | am about
to say can hardly cover the whole picture; ny aimis rather to illustrate the scope
of the sem nar.

In the course of the seminar it was acknow edged that confi dence-buil ding
measures at sea are designed mainly to raise the crisis threshold. They shoul d
strengthen, as far as possible, security relations between States and shoul d
increase their immnity to sudden rises in tension and threats to peace.

It was noted that a nunber of naval activities maynot be assumed to be
threatening if they are not linked to any visible political tension in a given
region. Certain |arge-scale naval operations conducted in peacetinme may, however
be interpreted as threatening by smaller States and as a sign that the condition of
peace coul d qui ckly chaange,

There was general agreementthat proposed neasures for confidence-building in
the maritime environment nust have a concrete aim that can be positively

demonsrrated. One exanple cited was that confidence could be strengthened bw



EMS/7 A/C.1/45/PV.32
13

(M_._Stankov. Bulgaria)
l[imted |ogistical support during |arge-scale manoeuvres ort he absence of powerful
air cover.

It was noted that predictability, sought through prior notification, could
al so strengthen confidence, at least within the context of the set of measures
concerning Europe. Measures reflecting common perceptions in that respect could be
el aborated at the regional level. Participants fromcertain smaller countries
enphasi sed that they regard early warning of innocent passage to be a desirable
confi dence-bui | di ng measure.

The participants in the sem nar discussed the idea of routine notification by
navy vessel s of their movementfrom one sector to another, as is the practice in
civil aviation. At the sane time, an opposing view was put forward, nanely that
the requirenent of prior notification could prevent the deliberate use of anbiguity
in naval activities that can serve the achievenent of inportant tasks.

Sonme participants expressed the view that the exchange of data and information
IS unnecessary since considerable amounts of such data are obtained by various
national technical neans. According to a nunber of participants in the sem nar,

t hough, the collection and processing of data from such sources is beyond the means
of smal | er nations which do not possess adequate national technical neans. The
co-ordination of a systemfor exchaning navy-related information at given nmutually
acceptabl e I evels could be both useful and fairly easy to achieve,

During the discussion it was pointed outthatthe question of |evels of naval
forces, such asnumbers of units, is becomng increasingly irrelevant. The
capabilities of vessels in termsofarmnents and |ogistics are having more
substantial inplications for the security of States. The greater the capability of
naval units directly to support |and operations, the moredestabilising they could

be in the present search for asymetrical reductions ofland-based forceswith the
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aim of achieving stability and equilibrium It was noted, however, that nava
forces could not by thensel ves seize and defend land territory.

It was also noted that nmutual unilateral measures, such as the w thdrawal of
certain tactical nuclear amamentsfrom surface vessels, could serve as a nore
creative and quicker way to strengthen security, particularly in fields where
verification is difficult. It was pointed out at the sane tine that, although
unilateral withdrawals oflarger forces are possible in someregions, such as
Europe, there can be no substitute for agreenents on certain confidence- and
security-building neasures. The reasoning is that the nmeasures have to be
di scussed, the arguments ofthe parties understood and accepted, and the common
benefit recognized. Agreenents also hel p avoid sudden and rapid changes, and thus
strengthen stability.

In that context, it was broadly agreed that regular semnars and security
anal yses - less official and anbitious than negotiations - between high-ranking
navy command officers could be an inportant instrunent for strengthening confidence
and security.

A consi derabl e nunber of participants pointed out that changes in Europe are
taking place so quickly that there is reason to speak ofthe emergence of a new
security system It was noted that while sone of the main naval Powers mayfind it
difficult to accept the view that reductions achi eved through negotiations can
strengthen their security at sea it is more probable that someof the problens that
until now have been the target of confidence-buil ding measures woul d no |onger be
regarded as such, particularly in view of the new situation of co-operation in the
field of security. The hope was expressed that self-restraint woul d becone a

natural norm of conduct based on a proper awareness of one's own interests
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So far as global confidence-building neasures in the maritime envi ronnent are
concerned, it was agreed that at this stagecertain joint actions of States to
avert or conbat ecol ogical disasters and threats, as well as to conduct joint
sperations, are pernmissible and acceptable. The unique role of the United Nations
was highlighted in this respect. In reference to the question of United Nations
naval forces, a view was expressed that any such forces could neither be |arge nor
have permanent status and conmand. Rather, they should be created for concrete
purposes, should have limted functions, and should act in a manner sinilar to that
of the United Nations |and-based peace-keeping forces.

As host and co-organizer of the seminar, Bulgaria is satisfied with the
discussion, as it was practice-oriented, constructive and free of prejudice and
propaganda.

Here | should like to nention that a neeting of experts, within the framework
of the project on confidence-building measures at sea of the United Nations
Institute for Di sarmanent Research,will be held in Bulgaria in the first half of
next year.

W share the already w despread view that imthe sphere of confidence-buil ding
at sea it ispossible to identify fields of States' comon interest for joint
action to strengthen confidence. W shall continue to participate in and
contribute to the multilateral efforts in that area. The Bul garian del egation
believes that in the international conmunity there is sufficient interest and that
there already exists enough material, in the formof ideas and proposals, to get
t he multilateral-disarmament nechani smmoredirectly involved in the question of
confi dence-bui | di ng measures in the nmaritine environnent.

STATEMENT BY THE CHAI RVAN
The CHAIRMAN: In accordance with its decision takenat a previous

meeting, the Conmittee will proceed to take decisions on the draft resolutions
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concerning the disarmamrent agenda items on Friday, 9 Novenber. It wll thus begin

the process of taking decisions on draft resolutions in clusters 1, 2 and 3, while
maintaining the flexibility that may be necessary as we proceed.

| should like to add that it is my intention to take up the various clusters
one after another. Aswe finish takine decisions on one group, we shall proceed to
the next. Therefore |I shall not always be in a position to announce far in advance
which clusters are to he considered by the Conmittee. However, SO far as possible
| shall endeavour to |et nenbers know which clusters will be considered at the
foll owing neeting.

I now call on M. Kheradi, Secretary ofthe Commttee.

M. KHERADI (Secretary of the Commttee): | wish to informthe Conmttee
that the follow ng countries have become sponsors ofthe follow ng draft
resolutions: A/C.1/45/L.2, Costa Rica; L.12, Romania; L.15, L.23 and L. 33, Sudan;
L.27, L.29 and L.30, Afghanistan; L.31, Z nbabwe, CGuatemala and Sudan; L. 36,

Portugal ; L.37, the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic; and L.43 and L. 47,

Af ghani st an.

The nmeetina rose at 4.15 p.m




