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The meeting WAS called to order at 3.25 p.m.
AGENDAITEMS 45 TO 66 AND 7.55 (continued)
CONSIDERATION OFAND ACTI ON ON ALL pIsarMAMENT AGENDA | TEMS

The CHARMAN | call on the representative of Sri Lanka, who will

i ntroduce draft resol uti ons a7/C.1/45/L.17 and A/C.1/45/L.10.

M. RASAPUTRAM (Sri Lanka): Before introducing draft resolutions
A/C.1/45/L.17 and As/C.1/745/7L.10, | woul d like to state that there are five
addi tional sponsors for draft resolution AsC.1/45/L.17. They are: the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya, Nigeria, the Sudan, swaziland and Zi nbabwe.

W are all agreed tbat outer space belongs to all mankind and that its use
exclusively for peaceful purpossswoul d enhance the welfare of all. The peaceful
use of outer space can be hanpered by the armsrace in outer space. It is
general |y acknow edged that an arns race in outer space could destroy the
foundation that has been laid in recent years in the field of di sarmament and woul d
jeopardize the efforts that are being made to achieve general and conplete
di sarmanent under international control. Undeniably, issues of arms control in
outer space have to be seen in the context of their significance in relation to
international stability, peace and security. Collective efforts are required to
prevent am arns racein outer space so that the currenttrends in the strengthening
of peace and security maybe continued with vigour and enthusiasmand so that no
new divisive elements may be allowed to conplicate the process.

It has been made clear over the past years that outer space is the conmon
heritage of mankind and that the exploration and use of outer space should be
carried out for the benefit of all countries, irrespective of their degree of
econom ¢ and scientific devel opment, and thatsuch exploration and use shoul d be
for peaceful purposes* It is also inportant T0 note the nunber of resolutions

adopted on this subject over the years and in many forums, underlining the urgency
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of preventing an arns race in outer space, In this context, we may also recall the

Declaration adopted by the N nth Conferenceof Heads of State or Government of
Non- Al'igned Countries held at Belgrade from4 to 7 Septenber 1989 and General
Assenbly resol ution 447112 of 15 Decermber 1989, which those countries sponsored.

The i Ssues relating to outer space have remained identifiable ana
recognizable, but the amount of attention given to this inportant proposal forthe
prevention of‘an arms race in outer space has been inadequate. The dangers
involved as a result of the arns race can and should be prevented before they get
out of control. The time has conme to go beyond the desire to regulate and limt
mlitary activity in outer space so that practical and concrete measures can be
undertaken to inplenen;‘decisions to prevent an arns race in outer space.
Undoubtedly, the main objective is to achi eve durabl e peace and security and to
utilize t he scarze resources thus released for the benefit of mankind in peaceful
pursuits.

The devel opnents in inproved relationships, particularly with the two
super - Powers, whi ch possess the nost advanced space technology, tend to augur well

for the future, The positive devel opments that have taken place recently nust not

be allowed to falter through any kind ofintransigence on the part of anyone.
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(Mr. Rasaputram, Sri Lanka)

We shoul d seize opportunities that are afforded to utilize al | potantialities to
the fullest extent possible to prevent an arms race in outer space. Another
significant positive developnent is that it has been possible to conduct meaningful
consul tations with the co-ordinators of othergroups so as to allow one draft
resolution to emerge from such consultations and negotiations.

The del egati ons spomsoring the draft resolution are convinced that this can
facilitate agreenents leading to strategic stability through space activities and
their interrelationship with arnms control and other issues related to space and
conpl ete disarmament. We are aware that the Ad Hoe Conmittee, in 1990, made
qualitative inprovenents, in that the conclusions which were adopted by consensus
included certain useful elements. It was clear that mostcountries that have space
assets wanted sone kind of multilateral action to ensure the absence of hostile
action through the weaponisation of space. W believe that the re-establishment of
the Ad Boec Conmittee at the beginning of the 1991 session of the Conference on
Disarmanent will ensure that every effort is made in the continuation and
Intensification of substantive work onthis issue

On behal f ofall the spoasors, | have the honour to introduce draft resol ution
A/C.1/45/L.17, On the prevention of an arms race in outer space.

The draft resolution is a product of consultations and negotiations with the
ot her groups, which culmnated in the submssion of a single draft text, thus
assisting you, M. Chairman, in your effortsto rationalise the work ofthe
Comittee. The draft resolution is therefore a conprom se resolution which takes
into consideration the views ofall groups.

There have been afew changesi n the preambular paragraphs. Many of t hose
changes are either technical or editorial and are directed towards conbining some
of the paragraphs toachieve brevity without affecting their meaning or

intentions. These variations from|ast year's draft resolution have been [imted
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to areas in which we believe general agreenent to be possible as they reflect a
realistic approach to this conplex problem Substantive changes have been made in
a spirit of conpromse to address this itemin a pragmatic and concrete manner.
Substantive additions are kept to a mninum and are taken fromthe consensus
| anguage of the report of the_Ad Hoc Commttee oa the Prevention ofan Arms Race in
Quter Space, which was established by the Conference on Disarnmanent in CGeneva. In
this context, it mapbe stated that the relevance of considering measures on
confidence-building and greater transparency and openness with regard to space has
been emphasized i n the report of the SdoHocfcemsieteec e - bui | di ng
measures are essential to increase and strengthen nutual trust on all disarnmament
matters.

The SpPonsors approached this itemin tbe spirit of co-operation that is
essential to working out solutions to this conplex issue in a pragmatic and
practical way. The draft resolution is consistent with the views expressed by most
menbers at the neetings of this year's Ad Boe Conmittee om the Prevention ofan
Arms Race in Quter Space. The sponsors woul d have preferred a strong draft
resolution, but it was felt that a conprom se text would |ead to the attainment of
positive results by gaining agreater degree of support from del egations. In
addition, we believe that the adoption of this draft resolution would enhance the
ability of all Menber States to generate a productive environnent that woul d enable
themto undertake work on outer space for peaceful purposes, for the benefit of
mankind, W th the | east amount ofdelay. W hope that it will be possible tobuild
aconsensus on this single draft resolution.

M/ del egation wasassoci ated with the delegations of EQypt and Venesuela in
the initiative ainmed at producing a compromise text. W are hopeful thatthis

text, which was arrived at aftera series of consultations and negotiations wth

the co-ordfnators of other groups, can be the basis fora realistic and
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constructive approach to workingout satisfactory solutions in the future. | am
confident that the efforts made by the sponsors will receive the full support of
all delegations so that a consensus draft resolution nay emerge.

on behalf of the non-aligned States membersofthe First Conmttee, ny
del egation has the privilege of introducing draft resolution AsC.1/45/L.10, ON
implementation Of the Declaration of the Indian Ccean as a Zone of Peace.

Except for one additiomal operative paragraph included to record the progress
made in the procedural aspects of the preparatory workof the Ad Hoe Conmittee on
the Indian Ccean during its two sessions this year,the draft resolution contains
t he same preambular and operative paragraphs as General Assenbly resol ution 44/120
adopted at its last regular session. As may be recalled, 137 States Members voted
in favour of that resolution. As a result of the consultations held during the
second SessSion of the Ad Hog Committee on the | ndian Ccean, the Chairman of the
Committee requested my Covernment to host the Col onbo Conference onthe Indian
Ccean in 1992. The CGovernment of SilLanka agreed to that request. Accordingly,
as can be seen from operative par agraph 7, the Col onbo Conference is now
rescheduled to be held in 1992. During its summer session, the Ad Hoe Conmittee
was able to £imalize the draft agenda of the Col onbo Conference, which had been
before t he Committee forseveral years. This is a significant devel opnent. The
Committee al SO made progress in the preparation of thedraftrules of procedure of
the Col ombo Conference. Those achievenents are referred toin operative
paragraph s.

The establishnent ofa zone of peace in the Indiamn Ccean regi on has becone
not e relevanti n thecont ext ofrecent developments on the international scene.
There is a greater desire anmong States Menbers, particularly the greater Powersand
t he super-Powers, towork towardsthe establishnent of international peaceand

sacurity through co-operation, not confrontation. There is an overwhelming Vi ew
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that this goal could be best achieved through [ower levels of mlitary capabilities
and presence, in an atnosphere in which one should not domnate the other. This is
the aim Of the establishment of a sone of peace in the Indian Qcean region. In
keeping with this objective, it is our hope that the States menbers ofthe
Conmttee will support the draft resol ution.

To that end, the group of non-aligned States menbers are prepared to enter
into negotiations with other delegations. if that is considered necessary, with a Y
viewto achieving agreenent on a text that mayeventual |y be adopted by the Generai
Assenbl y.

Mk, MWIGUES](Frence) (i@t egpret atf onifromFrench): w i s h e s
to introduce draft resol ution AsC.31/45/L.37, entit| ed “Confidence- and
security-building neasur;s and conventional di Sarmament i n Europe", under
sub-item{a) ofitem 56 ofthe agenda. The draft resolution is sponsored by
Austria, Bel gium Bulgaria, the Byelorussiam Sovi et SoeialistRepublic, Canada,
Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Denmark,Fi nl and, Gernany, G eece, Hungary, |cel and,
Ireland, Italy, Liechtenstein, Luxenbourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Nerway, Pol and,
Portugal , Romamnia, Spain, the United KingdomofGreatBritain and Morthern Ireland,

Yugoslavia and ny own country.
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This draft resolution, which follows resolutions 43775 P of 1988 and 44/116 |

of 1989 comecwvras the Vienna negotiations within the framework of the Conference on

Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE), one between the nenber countries of the
two mlitary alliances on conventional armed forces in Europe and the other bet ween
the 34 States participating in the €SCE on new confidence- and security-buil ding
neasur es.

As many speal cers'said in the course of the general debate in the First
Conmttee, the Vienna negotiations have made rapid progress and we hope they will
lead to the signing of a first treaty on conventional disarmanment in Europe and to
the conclusion of a significant agreement on new confidence- and security-building
measures in Paris, where a neeting of the Reads of State or Governnent of the
34 countries of the CSCEwill be held from19 to 21 Novenber.

In view of the tine constraints it has notbeen possible to mention in the
draft resolution submtted to the First Conmttee the date ofthe Paris summt
neeting. That neeting will take place between the tine of the decision by the
First Conmttee and the submssion of the draft resolution to the General
Assenbly. My del egation woul d therefore |ike to indicate here and aow that an
amendnent to this draft resolution will be submtted before its consideration in
plenary in order to reflect faithfully the events that will take place in Paris.

My del egation hopes that this draft resolution, like simlar resolutions in
1988 and 1989 on the sane subject, will comand a consensus.

M. MORENO (Italy): On behalf of the European Conmunity and its nmenber
States, 1 should |ike to make some coments on item 56 (h) of the agenda,
concerning the relationship between disarmament and devel opment, on which a

specific draft resolution is now under consideration,




NS/td A/C.1/45/PV.26
3.2

(Mr. Moreno, Italy)

The Twelve played a full part in the deliberations ofthe International
Conference on the Relationchip between D sarmanent and Devel opment held in New York
from 24 August to 11 Sept enber 1987. They fully subscribe to the notion enshrined
in the Final Document ofthe ¢-nference thatdi sar manment and devel opnent are two of
the nost urgent challenges facing the world today and that they are two pillars on
which enduring international peace and security can be built.

It is a common perception that the world is over-armed and that a high degree
of complementasity exists between the reduction ofmlitary expenditure and the
al l ocation of resources in favour of econom c and social devel opnent. However. the
i nterplay between disarmament and devel opnent can be percei ved and understood
correctly only if disarnEnent and devel opment are viewed within the |arger context
of their nutual interrelationship with security. Decisions to increase orreduce
military expenditure remain tied to i ssue8 of international and regional security.

The Twel ve have concretely and consistently shorn their commitment toO
di sarmanent and devel opnent amd areresol ved to spare no effort to give practica
expression to them

Wear e today experiencing a new, encouraging trend in international affairs,
and we are confident that the significant inprovement in East-Wst relations,
together with substantial progress in current disarmanent negotiations - at both
the bilateral and the European regional level - will open new and positive
prospects in terms of saving and real | ocating economc, technological and socia
resources now devoted tomlitary purposes.

The nenber States of tbe European Community, fortbeir part, areplaying an
active role in the various relevant nultilateral forumsdealing with disarmament,
wi;h the purpose of scaling down conventional arsenals and ensuring peace and

security at the | owest possible | evel s of armaments.
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In addition, as the achievement of the fourth Lomé Convention of the European
Econom ¢ Community (EEC) and the African, Caribbean and Pacific States (Acp)
underlines, increased attention is being given, in a spirit of genuine solidarity
and partnership, to econom c co-operation and aid programes in favour of
devel oping countries with a view to contributing to the creation of a nore humane
international order. This requires broad collective efforts by the whole
international community, including devel oping countries. It involves a conmmon and
coherent current perception ok security requirements, greater transparency and
obj ective and bal anced information on mlitary spending.

In this connection the Twel ve canmot refrain fromvoicing their concern at
recent events in particularly sensitive areas which have a detrinental inpact on
the overall Picture of international relations at a monent when renewed bold
efforts are being Mad8 at different levels to curb the arns race and concl ude nmajor
di sar mament agreenents.

The D aarmament Commission, iNn the report ofits 1990 session, clearly stated
that:

*The gl obal expenditure on armsand arned forces,by far the |argest part

of which is attributable to conventional arns and arned forces, represents a

massive consunption of resources for potentially destructive purposes in a

stark contrastto the‘urgent need for social amd econom c devel opnent and for

increased international co-operation in those fields. Reduction in mlitary
expenditure by rel easing resources could, therefore, entail benefits both in
the social and economc fields as well as in the political field."

(a/45/42. p. 25, para. 15)
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In that spirit and towards thise aditis e OOCImexse that all nations accept
their share of responsibility, exercise restraint and avoid a build-up of
armaments, particularly in areas Wwhere a desperate and growing need for

development, in the fullest seanse Of the word, deserves priority coansideration.
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The Twel ve are al so convinced that new and inaginative efforts in the field of
arms transfers are required ifthe [ evel of conventional armameatsistobe |owered
throughout the world. Restraint in arms trading and abstention fromacquiring arns
in excess of those needed for legitimate national security requirenents could
contribute towards the achievenent of this goal.

The European Comunity and its member States have already wel comed the report
prepared by the Secretary-Ceneral, pursuant to General Assenbly resolution 43775 B,
of 7 Decenber 1988, on the inplenmentation of the action programe adopted at the
International Conference on the Relationship between Disarmanent and Devel opnent.
The report is a useful contribution to efforts to work with genuine goodwll,
determ nation and perseverance towards thegoal weall share of a secure world with
fewer Weapons and nore pr'osperity.

The CHATRMAN: | call on the representative ofthe United Kingdom who

will introduce the draft decision in docunent A/C.1/45/L.34.
M ss sorLesBY (United Kingdom: | have the honour to introduce the draft

deci sion in docunent asC.1/45/L.34, oninformation on arns control and di sar manent
agreements. | do so on behalf of Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium Brazil,
Bul gari a, canada, China, Costa R ca, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Cernany, G eece,
Hungary, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Mexico, New Zeal and, Norway, Peru, the
Philippines, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Thailand, the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics, Uruguay, Venezuela and the United Kingdom of Geat Britain and Northern
Ireland.

The draft decision invites the Secretary-CGeneral to prepare and nake avail able
on request appropriate information on multilateral and bilateral amscontrol and
di sarmament agreenenta, with the amof providing an easily available source of

texts and neasures uaed in such agreenents. The unclassified material for thia
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purpose is to be provided by the relevant Menber States on a voluntary basis. This
applies both to texts and to any additional factual information relevant to the
texts which States parties may choose to provide. This proposal would be funded by
maki ng use of existing resources and voluntary contributions.

It is the hope of the sponsors that this collection of material would provide
a useful source of reference for government officials engaged in arns control and
di sar manment negotiationsw It would enable themto benefit fromthe approaches used
in sinlar agreements in the recent past. Any official interested in know ng, for
exanpl e, what verification techniques had been applied to a given category of
weaponry, or what confidence-building measures had been enpl oyed at what phase in
negotiations, what definitions had been used fora given armanent, or the
subsequent record of inplenentation, would be able to obtain the facts speedily and
easily fromthe United Nations conpilation. Officials could learn quickly what had
been done on previous occasions and adapt this to their own situation

This proposal is intended to provide a tool for disarmament negotiation of
practical use to Member States. The sponsors hope that it will comend itself to

all our fellow menbers and be adopted by consensus.

Ihe neetina rose at 3.55 p.m.




