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The meeting Was called to order at 3.50 p.m.

STATEMENT BY THE CHAl RVAN
The CHAI RMAN. Asnenbers areaware, and as stipulated in the Comittee's

progranune of work and tinetable, the deadline for the submssion of draft
resol utions under the disarmanent agenda items was set for 6 p.m today. However
| now have to informthe Conmttee that a nunber of del egations have approached ne
with the request that,-in view of the ongoing intensive negotiations, the deadline
be extended by 24 hours. Pursuant to further consultations on this matter, from
which | understand that this request iS made in the context of the further
rationalization of the work of the Conmttee, | propose that the Commttee decide
to extend the deadline for the submssion of draft resolutions under disarmanment
agenda items 45 to 66 and 155 until 6 p.m tonorrow, 31 Cctober 1990.

If | hear no opinion to the contrary, | shall take it that the Comrittee is in
agreement with this procedure and it will be so decided.

L t i

AGENDA | TEMS 45 TO 66 anp 155 (continued)
GENERAL DEBATE ON ALL prsarMaMeENT AGENDA | TEMS
Mr. BANGALI (Sierra Leone): Permit me at the outset, Sir, to join those

representatives who have preceded nme in congratulating you onyour well-deserved
el ection to the chai rmanship of this very inportant Committee. In you we have an
experienced and know edgeabl e | eader, a skilled diplomat and the distingui shed
representative of a friendly country. The delegation of Sierra Leone pledges its
full support and co-operation as you preside overthe deliberations of the First
Committee. W also wish to congratulate the other officesof the Conmttee upon

their election.

As our Conm ttee meetsthis year to consider disarmanent andrelated security

I ssues, our deliberations take place at a particularly historic period, Ia the
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past year dramatic devel opnents have taken place in Europe and in East-West
relations in general that could significantly alter the course of nodern history
for along time to come. Key among these devel opnents is the apparent end of the
cold war, which for over four decades stymed the international conmunity's efforts
to evolve a systemof collective security based on the principles of the United
Nations Charter. The world is now at a higoriccr ossroads, euphoric about the
positive and inportant changes that have taken place but conscious of the dangers
and risks of conplacency, especially as peace remains a distant dreamto mllions
of people in several areas of conflict around the world.

Qur Organization also finds itself at a crossroads; the end of the cold war
and the growing interest in multilateralismas the nost viable approach in
resolving the world' s increasingly comon problens has thrust the United Nations
finally onto centre-stage in international affars Yeewe all realise that this
new, positive international consensus could still unravel unless lasting solutions

are found to outstanding problens, especially those concerning war and poverty.
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The new international climate offers both opportunities and challenges. In
this Conmttee we are dealing with problems that are fundamental to the very raison
d'étre of the United Nations. The nmaintenance of international peace and security
I S the Organization's prinary objective. Yet, since its establishment 45 years ago
this nonth, the United Nations has wtnessed both a proliferation of armanents and
a proliferation of conflicts. And, while nost of the weapons were produced in the
devel oped world, most of the conflicts, resulting in mllions of deaths and naj or
destruction and econom ¢ dislocation, tookplace in the developing world. W see a
clear link between the arns race and the preval ence of conflict, and thus between
di sarmament and the maintenance of international peace and security. The end of
the cold war now offers our Organization a val uable opportunity to address the
critical challenge: how to achieve general and conplete disarmanent and inpl enent
the collective security provisions of the Charter.

In its discussion of world crises the international conmunity seemsto have
si de-stepped the tragic situation prevailing in our sister State, Liberia. The
carnage and destruction of property and the suffering and msery of the Liberian
peopl e engendered by the conflict in that once peaceful and stable nation have few
parallels in modern African history. Yet, the international community has
relegated this sad situation to the lower rungs of priority. Indeed, Liberia is
not an oil-producing country and has little or nothing to do with oil prices; it
has Not been overrun by a powerful neighbouring country. But a crisis exists in
that country, and acrisis in any part of the world is an assault on world peace.
VW cannot tal k about disarmament and conflict resolution in the world on a
sel ective regional basis alone. It should be a conprehensive package enconpassing

every part of the world, inportant or uninportant.
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Sone may feel that the tragedy in Liberia has no relevance to the issues being
discussed inthis Committee. This could not be nore wong. For the |evel of
vi ol ence which has brought untold misery to thousands of Li berians coul d not have
been possible wthout a continuous flow of arnms and amunition to the different
factions. Such a flow has contributed to the atrocities which havebeen
conmtted. This bears out our initial assertion regarding the grave consequences
suffered by non-arns-produci ng devel oping countries which still find thensel ves
resting grounds for conventional weapons. Those who, contrary to all ethica
considerations, still fuel this fire nust bear the blame for the outcone.

Fam | ies and whol e comunities have been displaced in Liberia and this has
created a massive refugee problemthat has inposed trenmendous stresses on the
fragil e econoni es of meighbouring countries, my country included. Mich of this, as
our Foreign Mnister stated when he addressed the Ceneral Assembly earlier this
month, may be unknown to the international conmunity and, consequently, noton the
conscience of many. W, therefore, urge the United Nations to support the plan of
t he Econom ¢ Conmuni ty of West African States (ECOWAS).

Sierra Leone reaffirms its viewthat the elimnation ofall weapons of mass
destruction - nuclear, chemcal and biological - should continue to command the
hi ghest priority in all disarnmanent efforts, whether at the bilateral, regional or
international level. Since nuclear weapons threaten the very survival of mankind,
and since all weapons of mass destruction endanger the sanctity of humanlife in a
most i ndi scri m nat e manner,we believe that these weapons not only shoul d be banned
but indeed should be destroyed. In this connection, mydelegation regrets the
rather dismal outcome of the recent Fourth Review Conference of the Parties to the
Treaty on the Ron-Proliferation of Nucl ear Weapons and the failure so far to

concl ude a conprehensive chemical weapons convention.
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Sierra Leone is not only a party to the non-proliferation Treaty but, a= a
menber State of the Orgamization of African Unity (oau), it al so strongly supports
t he oauDecl arati on on t he Penuclearization of Africa. W therefore believe that,
since the great mgjority of the world' s States - about 140 countries - have
€forswor: the nuclear option by acceding to the non-proliferation Treaty, the five
nucl ear -weapon States should join the international consensus against chese
horribl e weapons and begin to take concrete neasures towards the elimnation of
nucl ear weapons. In the first place, they should agree to a conprehensive test ban
and, as proposed by the N gerian del egation, take vigorous new initiatives on
negative security assurances.

W al so believe that the nucl ear-weapon States and ot her major Powers shoul d
take concrete measures against the nuclear threat that the apartheid South African
régime posest 0 regional and international peace and security. As a first step in
this direction, South Africa should be conpelled to accede to the non-proliferation
Treaty without any conditions, to submt all its nuclear activities to
I nternational Atom c Energy Agency (IAEA) safeguards and to practise transparency
and openness in its nuclear and mlitary progranmes.

In contrast with South Africa's continuing anbitions for nucleariaation and
mlitarization, we, the independent African States membersof the OAB, arefirmy
conmtted to turning our continent into a nuclear-weapon-free zome and to pronoting
the peaceful resolution ofconflicts in our region, in accordance with the
provisions of the charter of the QAU and that of theUnited Nations. Sierra Leone,
therefore, calls for strong United Nations support for African initiatives to bring
about the inplenmentation of the QAU Declaration on the Denuclesriaatiou of Africa
and te pronote confidence-building neasures in the region, which would hepto

prevent an armsrace orresort to force in the settlement ofinter-State disputes,
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I n this connection, mydel egation conmends the Department for Di sarmament
Affairs for the programmes it has organised in Africa, including the recent Arusha
Wrkshop for senior African mlitary and civilian officials on conflict resolution
and confideuce-building anong African States. W hope that the results of such
meetings or conferences will be published so that the discussions and conclusions
can be preserved for easy reference. W propose the convening, on a regular basis,
of such programmes, whi ch shoul d al so examine such concrete probl ens as the
transfer of armanents to areas of conflict in our continent. On the question of
arms transfers, nmy del egation hopes that weapons rejected as a result of
di sarmanent agreements in Europe will be destroyed and will not be transferred to
other countries or regions. W also support the idea of an international arns
regi ster under United Watioms auspi ces tokeep track of all armssal es and
transfers.

W believe that disarmament initiatives and efforts ai med at controlling or
elimnating weapons already stockpiled in the arsenals of States should proceed
alongside efforts to prevent the emergence of newtypes of weapons or the energence
of an arms race in regions fromwhich such a race hashithertobeen absent. My
del egation therefore supportscareful exam nation ofthe issue ofscientific and
technological devel opnents in thefiddof international peace and security. But,
at the same time, we wishto underline ourview that control of the qualitative
aspect ofthe armsrace shoul d not be used as an excuse for curbing or otherw se
interfering with the free flow of scientific knowledgeand expertise, which al |
couutries, i n particul ar the devel oping countries, needfor their devel opment.

V¢ see confidence-building measure8 a8 a particularly effective way of

preventing the enmergence of an arns race, especially in regions which, |like oursin
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Africa, do not manufacture weapons+ A continuous and all-enbracing |ong-term
process of confidence-building woul d make the acquisition of amsunnecessary and

thus allow the countries involved to concentrate on their priority interest, which

isto promote socio-econom ¢ devel oprent.
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Sierra Leone comends the process of confidence- and security-building
measures in Europe and the positive novenent towards the signing ofan agreemeat on
the reduction of conventional arnmed forces in Europe in Paris later this year. As
the continent with the largest concentration of armanents and arnmed forces in the
worl d, Europe has been at the centre of world concern over the arns race and now
stands also at the epicentre of progress towards disarmament. Devel opments on that
continent are therefore of international significance and relevance. |ndeed, ny
del egation believes that the European experience can serve as a useful |esson for
other parts of the world. Perhaps the United Nations can serve as the forum for
the conparative exam nation of various regional confidence-building initiatives and
processes,

Despite its obvious inportance and relevance for international peace and
security and also for the pronotion of econom ¢ devel opnent, disarmament woul d be
-undermnned and relegated to a |ow priority anong national and internationa
policies unless all States abide by the rule oflaw. It is therefore vital that in
consi dering the various disarnmanment itemson our agenda we should not |ose sight of
the Wider political context. Disarmanent issues nust belinked to concrete issues
of war and peace and to the guestiom of respect for the provisions ofthe Charter
of the United Nations. If not, any resolutions or treaties we maysupport in the
field of disarmanent could be conprom sed or become neaningless in the eventofa
war. W shoul d therefore, while seeking daisarmament al so endeavour simultaneously
to resolve existing disputes and prevent the energence of new ones+ Thi s aspect
deserves greater attention in our collective effortst0 pronote disarmament and
i nternational security.

Mr. AL-DOSARI ( Bahrain) (interpretation fromArabic): | takegreat
pleasure in extending to you, on behalf ofthe del egation of Bahrain, our warmest

congratul ations on your election to the chairmanship of the First Committee and on
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the wel|-deserved confidence in your diplomatic skills, which will enable you to
steer our werksuccessfully. | also wish to congratulate your colleagues in the
Burfeau onbeing elected. W trust that the workofthe First Commttee will be
crowned with success.

In the atnmosphere of optimsm that has begun to mark the closing years ofthe
20th century,We Wi tness the dawning ofa newera in international relations.
owing tO the spectacul ar inprovenent inEast-Vest relations, which has brought
about major changes in the climate of international security, the relations between
the unitea States and the Soviet Union are now based on co-operation and
co-ordination instead of the conpetition and confrontation which used to
characterizet hoserel ations. The orientation towards peaceful coexistence is
bei ng strengthened with each passing day by the signing ofarns agreenents on the
reduction 0f conventional and nucl ear weapons and a joint striving towards the
resolution of international conflicts througnthe United Nations. The new
situation of international security has nade obsolete manya mlitary doctrine that
had obsessed military pl anners since 1945. Those theories have nowlost their
validity and are no | onger applicable.*

The most remarkable result of the negotiations bet ween the two super- Powers
which have led to the path of peaceful co-existence was the signing in 1937 by the
United seates and the Soviet Union of the Treaty on the El i m nation of Their
Intermediate-Rangeand Shorter-Range Mssiles. That INF Treaty included, forthe
first time, clauses on the total elimnation of a whole category ofnucl ear

missiles, in addition t 0 unprecedented stipul ati ons on internal verification

procedur es,

> Mr.Morris (Australia), Vice-Chairman, toak theChair.
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Al though certain nucl ear-weapon States #inkthat the possession of nuclear
weapons contributes to their nati onal security,there is a different school of
thought in the international commnity to which other countries subscribe and which
favours other nodes of action in maintaining and pronoting international peace and
security, such as nucl ear - weapon-free zones and accession to the Non-Proliferation
Treaty.

The State of Bahrain supports the Declaration adopted in 1971 with a view to
transformng the Indian Ocecan i nto a zone of peace. W hope that the obstacles to
negotiations ont he Indian Ccean Conference will be overcome so that the
1991 Conference on the Indian ocean W || take place to achieve the goals of the
Declaration.

Ve also endorse the idea ofa nuclear-weapon-free sone in the Mddl e East
adopted, | nter alia, inresolutions 43/65 and 447108, The Forei gn M nister of
Bahrain, who addressed the General Assenbly onl Cctober 1990, reiterated Bahrain's
belief in the need to turn the Mddle East into an area that is free of nuclear,
chemcal, biological amd other weapons of massdestruction. That would be a major
step towards guaranteei ng thepeace and securityofal | the peace-|oving countries
in theregion and removing the spectre Of nucl ear and chemical warfare fromthe
region. This postureis based on the legitimate right ofthose countries to
seif-defense and therright to deter any attenpt to encroach on their inalienable
rights. |t isalso consonant with the thinking, values andmaintrends of our age.

The increasing nuclear capabilities of Israel and its refusal to place its
nuclear facilities under the safeguards system oft he | nternational Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) pose a threat tothe whol e region. Concenover this was voiced by
the International Atomic Energy Agency GC(XXXIV)RES/526.

The battle afarns reduction istheconcernoft he international community as

a whole. Consequently, co-operation and détente have bacome indispensable. It is
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no | onger acceptable to spend vast sums ofnoney on armaments at the expense ofthe
worl d econony and the well-being of the world s nations.

“The mlitariaation of outer space is unpalatable in the age of international
détente. This makes it inperative for the countries that possess technol ogica
capabilities to refrain fromturning outer space into anaenafor a space age arns
race. Efforts in space should be devoted not to armaments but to exploration and
research forthe benefit of mankind as a whol e.

Respect for international conventions is the sound approach to safeguarding
the security and stability of peoples and states. The Iragi invasion of Kuwait is
avery serious precedent and a flagrant violation of the United Nations Charter.

It threatens international peace and security. The unilateral annexation of Kuwait
by Iragis a flagrant violation of international law, not to nention the whol esale
terror that has been inflicted on the population and the residents of the country,
the dispersion ofthe people, the plunder of property and the destruction of the
Kuwaiti infrastructure at the hands of the Iragi occupation forces.

The era of aétemte i S the harbinger of a newinternational order that gives
prom nence to the principles of collective security and nultilateral co-operation.
This calls for the acquisition by the United Nations of the mechani sms which woul d
enable it to maintain peace, rid the world of injustice and tyranny and ensure

security, justice andfreedomfor all.
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M. ALMUARRAF (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) (interpretation from Arabic): e
sister delegation of Al geria has already spoken on behalf of the Arab Maghreb
Union, which conprises the Libyan ArabJamahiriya, Tunisia, A geria, Morocco and
Mawuritania. | should like to add the follow ng.

First, | wish to congratul ate Anbassador Pratap rRama on his el ection as
Chairman of the First Committee for the forty-fifth session of the General
Assembly. | am convinced that he will ensurethe success of the Conmttee's work
thanks to his experience, skill and know edge in the field of disarmanment. | wish
to assure himofny delegation's full co-operation as he discharges his inportant
task. | should like also to thank his predecessor, M. Tayl hardat, who presided
overthe work of the Conmttee at the last session in an exenplary fashion. My
I al so congratul ate the other nenbers of the Bureau om their election.

An unprecedented atnmosphere of détemte and understanding now prevails in
international relations, There have been positive devel opnents in those
relations: the cold war is ended and understanding and co-operation have taken the
place of confrontation and rivalry. M delegation wel cones East-West rapprochenment
and the devel opnents now taking place through bilateral and nultilateral
negotiations aimed at the conclusion of conventions on the total elimnation of
nucl ear weapons and the halting of the-nuclear-arns race between the nucl ear-weapon
States.

My del egation al so wel comes the reunification ofthe two partsof Yenmen, the
reunification of Germany, the independence of Nam bia after a long struggle and the
rel ease of Nel son Mandela and his col | eagues, W welcone the newy found stability
in South Anerica and the Caribbean as well as the movenent towards the resol ution
of the problem of Canbodia and the reunification of Korea.

Nucl ear disarmamentis in the forefront of disarmament | Ssues. My country

attaches special inportance to this matteras nucl ear weapons pose the greatest
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threat to nmankind. The devel opnent and inprovenent of those weapons increases the

feelings of fear and insecurity which stemfromthe expectation of a nuclear

di saster which may annihilate mankind. This is amatter of grave concern to the
whole world, and particularly to the non-nucl ear-weapon States. Until such time as
conpl ete universal disarmanent has been achieved, effective measures must be taken
to ensure the security of non-nucl ear-weapon States.

Despite the hopes borne of effective and bold steps taken by the two
super-Powers to restructure international security and engage in nuclear-arns
reduction talks, it nust be admtted that the stockpiles of nuclear weapons that
remain in their possession are morethan enough to destroy the world manytimes
over. For that reason, those Powers should seriously review the gravity of the
threat this situation poses to international peace and security and consider the
need for the political will to elinminate such weapons conpletely. W support all
proposal s aimed at bringing about the total and conplete elimnation of nuclear
weapons and halting the nuclear-arns race.

My country al so supports the efforts made by several Menber States of the
international Organization, particularly the non-aligned countries, to have the
partial test-ban treaty amended into a conplete test-ban treaty, as such a move
woul d be a serious and truly effective contribution to the halting of the
devel opnent and proliferation of nuclear weapons and a decisive step towards their
final elimination. M delegation will spare no effort in contributing to the
success of the anendnment conference that is scheduled to take place next January.

My delegation regrets the factthat the Fourth Review Conference of the
Non-Proliferation Treaty which took place recently in Geneva was unable to adopt a

final document, However, ny del egation hopes that all countries will be able to
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makefurther efforts to give new inpetus to the next conference so that it maybe
successful .

My country joins the othercountries which have called forthe setting up of
nucl ear - weapon-free zomes in several regions of the world in order for the world to
become totally free of nuclear weapons so that peace and security may be
esablished i n those regions with due attention to the circunmstances of every
region. In this connection, we reaffirmthe Declaration of the Heads of State and
Covernment of the Organization of African Unity adopted in 1964 in Cairo, which
cal | ed for the aenuclearization Of Africa. That declaration, however, in the view
of my del egation, cannot be inplemented as long as the racist regime of South
Africacontinues to carry out its nuclear tests and programmes, continues to
devel op its nuclear capability and continues to refuse to accede to the
Non-Proliferation Treaty or to place its nuclear facilities under the safeguards
régime Oof the International Atom c Energy Agency (IAEA).This has been confirned
by the report ofthe Secretary-Ceneral contained in document A/ 45/569. The raci st
régime Oof South Africa prevents the African continent fromfreeing itself
conpl etely of thenightmarecreated by the existence of nuclear weapons. The
destruction of the nuclear weapons of the South Africanregime and putting a halt
to the devel opment and inprovenent of those weapons are prerequisites to the
denuclearization Of Africa. Wile ny delegation hopes that the whole world may
adopt and firmy adhere to non-proliferation measures, it mustbe said that there
are nuclear countries that persist in violating that régimeby providing direct or
i ndirect assistance to the South African reginme inquestion and to the racist
régime i n occupi ed Pal estine. The transfer of nuclear technology to those two
régimes, in addition to their close collaboration with each other have enabl ed them

to devel op ther nucl ear capability and their delivery systems.
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The Washingon P0ost, in its 27 Septenber 1990 edition, discussed the
co:pperation between South Africa and the Zionist entity in devel oping
Intermedi ate-range mssiles that are capable of delivering nuclear warheads. This
isa matter of concern. Those two régimes are actively seeking to terrorise and
intimdate neigbbouring countries. The proof, ifproof is needed, is there for al
to see in the Zionist entity's act of aggression against the sistex country,
Tunisia, its mlitary attackagainst the sister country, Irag and its test run of
its internediate-range mssiles that are capable of nucl ear warhead delivery close
to the west coast ofnmy country. That incident involved a great threat to the
Peace and security of ny country and threatened the peace and security of the
region as a whole.

The pO0Ssession of nucl ear and other weapons of massdestruction by those two
régimes does not threaten the peace and security of Africa and theMiddle East
alone, it is athreat to the whoeworld, especially since those two régimes
jointly refuse to conmply with general Assenbly resolutions which call upon them to

pl ace their nuclear facilitiesunder the safeguards régime of the IAEA
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This has heightened tension in the two regions and obstructed the
establ i shnent of nucl ear-weapon-free zones therein.

Since the end of the Second Wrld War, the world has w tnessed several armed
conflicts in which conventional weapons were used on a wide scale. This led to the
deaths of mllions of people and absorbed trenendous suns of noney. My delegation
Is of the viewthat it is high time that we | ooked seriously into this problem and
we call on all States to nmake greater efforts to put an end to this hectic race.

In this connection, ny delegation has wel coned the recent agreenent between the two
super-Powers to reduce their conventional forces in Europe. W also welcone the
efforts made at the Vienna and Stockhol m Conferences in the context of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (cSCE) and also in the context of
the forthcomng Paris Summt.

My country is of the viewthat it is essential to consolidate international
peace and security and that manki nd should be protected from chem cal and
bi ol ogi cal warfare. For this reason, ny country signed the 1925 Geneva Protoco
prohibiting the stockpiling and the mlitary and non-mlitary use of chem cal
weapons and prohibiting the use of poison gas, asphixiating gas and sinilar
weapons. M country also participated in the recent Paris Conference and my
del egation reiterates its full commtment to conply with the Convention banning the .
acqui sition and use of bacteriological and toxin weapons and the need for their
destructi on.

Ve are of the view that paragraph 45 of the Final Document of the first
speci al session devoted to disarnmament snould be reaffirned. That paragraph calls

for a linkage to be established between nuclear and chem cal weapons while giving
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priority to destruction ofnuclear weapons. Simlarly, the principle of
di sarmanent and the setting up of nucl ear-weapon-free zones should not beapplied
sel ectively.

Wiil e sone countries eall forchem cal disarmament, we find that they continue
to transfer nucl ear technology to Israel and persist in supplying it wth weapons
of mass destruction. Wile sonme countries are being taken to task because they
al l egedly Possess chemical and biol ogi cal weapons, |srael, which refusesto sign
any international agreement in that connection, continues to be the recipient of
all that it needs to develop its nuclear weapons.

My delegation calls for declaring the Mediterranean region a zone freeof
weapons of massdestruction. Al the States of the region should place all their
facilities under international control wthout discrimnation or distinction. Al
the States of the regi on should undertake to adhereto international agreements in
this regard. Wewel cone the proposal by President Hosmi Mubarekt 0 make this
region a zone free of all weapons of mass destruction.

on several occasions, the international comunity hasdeclared its opposition
to the extension ofthe arns raceinto outer space which it considers to be the
common heritage of mankind. M country is of the view that man*s conquest ofouter
space and its exploration shouldbeused forthe benefit of mankind a8 a whol e.
Quter space should be used solely for peaceful purposes. Consequently, my country
calls forthe prohibition ofthe militarization of outer space so that it may be
used solely for Peaceful, humanitarian and scientific purposes. Mlitarisatioa of
outer space is the nore dangerous because of the possibility of| aunchi ng acts of
aggressi on fromouterspace that woul d t hreat en international peace end security
and step up the arns race. Everyone is aware that the Zionist entity ha8 recently

| aunched spy roekats and satellites into outer space forspying on the Arab and

Afri cancountries.
S Ny
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My country attaches special inportance to the question of naval disarnmanent.
The seas and oceans of the world have been turned into arsenal 8 of weapons of mass
destruction borne by ships and submarines. Therefore, ny country hasconsistently
supported regional and international naval disarmanent efforts, either within the
context of the United Nations or in the framework of other international or
regi onal organizations.

The continued presence ofthe navies of certain major Powers outside their own
territorial waters destabilises and threatens international peace and security.
Those navies nust be withdrawn. |In this connection, mydelegation reiterates its
support for United Nations resolutions calling for peace and security in the
Medi t erranean regi on which should become a |ake oftranguillity and peace. W& alse
wel come ot her proposals calling for the withdrawal ofmlitary fleets fromall seas
until such tinme as they becone |akes of peace amd security.

Qur world has the capacity to provide a better life for all mankind. It alse
has the meansto annihilate all |life on Barth. |f the worl d managestoachi eve
conpl ete disarmament, this will no doubt create the climate that i s necessary for
the prosperity and well-being of all peoples.

It is truly regrettable that States of the world, particularly devel oping
countries, devote therhuman and natural resourcestothe stockpiling of weapons
and | eave their peopl es to suffer the banes of ignorance, disease and hunger. My
country is one of the countriesof thewor|l d and despite the fact that we allocate
the major part of our national income to econom ¢ and soeial projects, the mlitary
manceuvres Dy maj or Power8in close proximty toour shorest hr oughout the year and
the policy ofthreat ofuse of force agai nst my country, have conpelled us to
allocate morefunds to the protection ofour peaceand security. This, of course,

isdone at the expense ofour econom ¢ and soci al development programmes.
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W attach particular inportance to the issue of verification which is a vital
requi rement of progressin the field of disarmanment. We here wish to pay tribute
t 0 the Secretary-General's report On the st udy subm tted by the group Of
governmental experts on the rol e of the United Nations in the area of
verification. Wewoul d stress the importance of the recommendations contained in
t hat report.

Weal so support and hi ghlight theurgentneed fora central mechanismin the
area of verification and al SO the need for a data bank for verification. Weal so
Stress the need fOr an orgamization or nechani sm thatwoul d focus on issuesof
verification and xeeprecords ia this respect. We call for the exchange Of
I nformati on, publication Of statistic8 and other measures t hat coul d provide
additional data in this area.

My delegation i S aware (f the dangers arising from the dunpi ng Of nueclear
wastes and t heir harnful effeetson nanki nd and the environment. \¢ are aware of
the threat that thispeses to regional and international peace and security and,

particularly, to the peace andsecurityof the developing countries.
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Therefore Ny country calls on the international comunity to adopt gl obal
i nternational safeguards that prohibit the transport of dangerous toxic and
radi oactive waste fromthe industrialized countries and their corporations to
devel oping countries. M country supports all General Assemblyresolutions to that
end, including the mostrecent, resolution A/44/116 R, on prohibition of the
dumpi ng of radioactive wastes. & call on the industrialised States to bury or
destroy radioactive and toxic wastes in their own territories. We also call on
developing countries to pronul gat e 1egislation prohi biting the eatry of such wastes
into their own territories.

In conclusion, ny delegation W shes to stress the role ofthe United Nations
in the maintenance ofinternational peace and security; it commends the
Organization's CONti nued efforts i n the fiel d ofaisarmament. My del egati on pays a
tribute to the role played by the Secretary-General and tohis efforts amd general
contribution to our work in that connection. W also extemd our appreciation to
M. Akashi, Under-Secretary-Gemeral forDi sarmanent Affairs, for the major part he
plays. W& welcome the report in which he calls on the international comunity to
increase its participation inthe Organi aation's disarmament activities so a8 to
ensure their success The research centres and the expansion (f the special
progranmme of disarmament Studies will undoubtedly contribute to the success of th8
disarmament programmes and hel p to bring about international peace and security.

Mr.sAVUA (Fiji): M/ delegation would like to extend its warm
congratul ations to M. Rana on his unani nous el ection to the chairmanship of the
Pirst committee at such a Critical point | S the Organization's 45-year history, My
country regards it as of welconme Significance that arepresentativeof asnal |

nation not dissimlar frommine can assume such aa office. H's capabilities have
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been anply demonstrated. We can onlyecho those who have al ready stated that the
Committee isfortunate { 0 have someone Of hi S calibre and experience presiding over
its deliberations. Weassurehi mand the other members (f the Bureau Of Our
co-operation at all times.

The coldwar, as has often beem said during the ecourse ofour debate, is
over. We hop8 that it will never be reincarnated in some other form Qd
al | i ances have been restructured and replaced by new arrangenent s characterized by
more openness, perestroika and democratizatioa. The capital required for the
transition i s enormousbut can be obtai ned fromthe rechannelling of funds formerly
dedicated t 0 the purchase ofweaponry. The newunder standi ng between the two
super-Powers COUl d help breach 0l d probl ens t hat up t o now have appear ed
intractable. This is seea very vividly in the attenpts to find a solution t0 the
Gulf crisis. The present Qulf problemw ||, we hope, be solved as a first step in
the wider context of finding a durable M ddl e-East peace forml a.

Wil e we are heartened by the pacesnd direction ofthe peace process, we
cannot but feeldisquiet at the continuing, al beit reduced, nueclear stockpiles,the
threatened us8 of chemiecal Weapons, and the seemingly close | i Nk between nuclear
capability and political clout. Ifnucl ear possession, Or indeed mlitary m ght,

I's regarded as the acceptable norm of international politics, then our world i s the
poorer for it, astheway of |ife of the manywi || be at the whimand fancy of the
m ghty few.

My del egation views with alarmthe invasion of Kunait by a Stat8 with 50 tines
itsmlitary might, Iti S an ominous phenomemon and adangerous signal tosnal | er
nati ons, We hope that the unity w th whi ch Member States Of the Organiszation have
acted to condemn the aggressionand apply ssanctionsal SO conveys the message that

thi s kind of acti on cannotbe tol erated or condoned by the world community. We
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trust that a just conclusion will be found to the present Gulf erisis which can
al so act as a deterrent to woul d-be future aggressors.

The reduction of nuclear stockpiles may not be significant if theremainder
are xeptat a higher qualitative level, thereby nullifying any benefits the
reduction mght bring. This anbival ence on the part of some nucl ear Powers, W8
bel i eve, caused the inconclusive endi ng ofthe Fourth Review Conference (f the
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear \Wapons. We share the
view of many del egations that the conclusion ofa treaty ona comprehemsiveban on
nucl ear testing should be given top priority. My country attach86 great importance
to the conclusion of such a treaty. Being a signatory to the South PacifiCc Nuclear
Free Zone Treaty - the Treaty (f Raratonga - we cannot accept the conti nued US8 oOf
our region by France as atesting ground. Nuclear tests, despite the sciemtific
findi ngs anyonemay provide, pose a very real threat to the health of the people in
the region and pl ace the enviromment at ri Sk. This concern hasbeen expressed
repeatedly by all of us in the South Pacific. |t iS fuelled byanunderlying
convi ction that bythetimethethreat manifestsitselfit Wi Il be t 00 late to take
remedial action. Atthe risk of seeming naive | et me askthis: if those tests are
as safe as they are professed to be, Why can they not D8 conducted im the backyards
of t hose conducting them, instead of bei ng detonated t housands ofmiles away where
their sounds are merewhi spers on the W nd andthe cries for cessati on are mutedin
pseudo-scientific jargon? M delegation will fully supportall initiatives to make
a comprehensive test-ban treaty a reality.

While the likdihood Of a nuclear \War between the super-Powers has been almost
el i m nat ed, there remains a substantial amount of conventional weapons, enough to
destroy mankind a few times over. The proliferation Of these weapons and their
easy availability retard development, as nations choose to over-arm, to the

detriment (f other pressing developmentneeds. Transparency of conveational arma
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transfers, as nentioned in the report of the Floremce synposium is a problemthat
needs to be pursued urgently by Governments and by the international community as a
whole, with the grow ng awareness of its inherent dangers.

The threat O us8 Of chem cal weapons in the Qulf is viewed With a great deal
of concern by the people of Fiji. Ourconcern is not only general but also because
we have soldiers carrying out United Nations peace-keeping duties in the Mddle
East. In that last two nonths frantic efforts to acquire tenecessary gear have
been nade by nations whose contingents are mnot equi pped to cope wth the effects of
chemicaiwarfare. Atthe present time the provision of these itens is still under
negotiation. The nations that do not possess these items are all developing
countries, They do not include chemcal-warfare training in their syllabus, |et
al one provide the equi pnent. Yet, if used, the weapon is indiscrimnate. In the
aftermath O its us8 the mpjority O the casualties willbe those who are ill

equipped. Ifthis is a portentof the battlefield of the future there can be no

unaffected bystanders. The Ad Hoc Conmittee on Chem cal Wapons must have the
support of all of us to introduce rapidly a global agreenent totally banning that
abhorrent weapon.

To this end,ny del egation is encouraged by the |eading role whichthe
super - Powers have taken for the systematic reduction oftheir stocksof chem cal
Wwezpons., W are especially gratified by the personal initiative of President Bush,
who nmet withthe Heads of Governnent of 11 independent Pacific island nations in
Honol ul u on 27 Cctober - only | ast weekend. AnDng other matters, heal | ayed their
concerns about the Johnston Atol| chemical agents disposal system. PresideatBush
enphasi zed t 0 the leaders that the facilities would be used forthe disposal of
chemical Weapon6 already there and t he smanquantities now ea rout 8 from Germany,
and that the United States has no plans to usetheatollforany otherchemical

munitions purpose or as a site for the disposal of hazardous waste.
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The battlefields OF the First Wrld War were confined to t he European theatre:
the South Pacific was left relatively untouched. The Second Worl d War saw the best
part of our region enbroiled in conflict. Fiji was only 500 mles fromthe nearest
point of conbat. We share the hope, expressed by most, that as our worl d moves
farther away from the |ikelihood of global confrontation we shall mnd the |essons
of the past and not fall into the trap of conplacency. If werefuse to pay heed we
all surely will be touched - by choice or otherw se. Peace, it has been said, is
more than just the absence of war. Avoiding war nust be a preoccupation of us all.

M. EIPPORI (lsrael): Permt meon this first substantial intervention
in the work of the Commttee, to offer our sincerest congratulations to the
Chairman and all the other officers of the Conmttee and to express our intention
to co-operate with themto makethis a fruitful session.

The Qgeneral debate of the First Commttee offers an excellent opportunity to
review and take stock of the progress in the field of disarmanent and arms
control. Fortunately we have i n the last year seem consi derabl e evidence Ofsuch
movement - the mostrecentevidence bei ng the progress towards a treaty on
conventional arms in Europe, which will result in amajorreduction and
redistribution ofall conventional forcesin Europe. Together Wt h the progress
made | N negotiations between the United States and the Soviet Union in the
reduction of nucl ear weapons, this woul d seem toherald an entirely new - and, it
is to be hoped, lasting -~ period Ofpeace and Stability on the continent.

The European example has been followed in manyotherparts of the world, where
| ong-standi ng di sputes and Situations of tension and conflict have begun t 0 move
t owar ds peaceful resolution.

Ths oneregion ofthe world where, unfortunately, no progress has been made in

this direction is the Mddle East. Long a fertilebreedi ng- ground for intolerance,
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hatred and unbridled violence, the region is now once again in the throes of a
major crisis, follow ng a naked act of armed aggression by one ofits States -
Irag - against a small neighbour. Aworld that had previously been engaged in a
newy conceived and highly promsing pursuit of international co-operation,
security and peace suddenly found itself conpelled to nuster its energies and its
forces to facethis open challenge to international order and world peace.

In fact, the Mddle East is the only region in which tensions and war-|ike
rhetoric are still rife. Iraq is setting the accelerated pace at which arns are
being acquiredby nost States of the region, and it has set dangerous precedents by
flouting its international undertakings under the Charter of the United Nations and
the Geneva Protocol of 1925 and, nore recently, its obligations as a signatory to
the non-proliferation Treaty (NPT).

Israel's warnings, throughout the years, that existential threats perneated
the region were largely disregarded so long as |srael appeared to be the only
prospective victim It is regrettable #at the international community was alerted
to this dangeronly in recent nonths, and it is to behopedthat the situation wll
be convincingly redressed.

I srael has offered several proposals in the context ofdisarmanment. As |ong
ago as 1989 Israel presented adraft resolution regarding the establishnent, in the
M ddl e East, of a nucl ear-weapon-free zome. Since then, |srael has been supporting
the consensus on thisi ssue that has been reached in the United Nations Ceneral
Assembly and, in addition, has detailed the modalities it deems appropriate for the
creation of such a zone.

Israel wishes to renew its call for inplementation ofthis proposal, to be

based upon the fol | owi ng gui di ng principles: that there zhould be freeand direct
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negotiations between the States concerned; that such nutual arrangenents as wll
pronote nutual trust between the States concerned should be introduced; that the
initiative for such inplenentation should emanate from the States inthe region;
and that the proposed convention should eventually be signed and ratified by all
the States of the region.

Israel is prepared to enter into negotiations with each and every Arab State
in order to elaborate the ways and means required to put into effect the idea of
regional disarmanent. |srael wshes to reaffirm just as it has been doing since
the 1960s, that it will not be the first country to introduce nuclear weapons into
the Mddle East.

In the course of his address to the United Nations General Assenbly at its
special session in 1988 Prine Mnister Yitzaak Shamr already called for the
establishnment of the Mddle East as a region free fromchemcal weapons. That call
was reiterated by the then Foreign Mnister, Mshe Arens, at the Paris Conference
in January 1989. This intention was restated once again by Deputy Prime M nister
and Mnister of Foreign Affairs David Levy in his address to the General Assenbly
on 1 Cctober 1990.

Israel is a signatory to the 1925 Geneva Protocol. It fully and neticul ously
conplies with the provisions of that Protocol. Recentlyithasparticipated in the
work of the Conference on Disarnmanent, especially the Ad Boc Committee on Cheni cal
Warfare, as a non-member State. Thus |srael has joined the international effort to
draft a universal convention relating tothe use of chem cal weapons - one that
shoul d be acceptable to all States. |Israel supports the goals ofthe propose&
convention. Israel will examine in a positive spirit the possibility ofadhering
to the convention, in the light of its possible contribution to the solution of

Mmiddale East problens, and subj ect to the seaurity requirementsof the State. Wil e
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we are convinced that the regional approach, Wth direct negotiations And nut ual
assurances, is the best road to followin the chemcal field, as well as the
nuclear field, we envisage the possibility of grafting into the chem cal - weapons
convention provisions that would confer sone of the advantages of aregional

appr oach.

It seens entirely appropriate to reiterate our warnings about the terrible
dangers likely to flow fromthe proliferation of non-conventional arnmns.

Ve wish to renew our appeal to CGovernnents, as well as to private
organi zations and conpanies, to join forces in a supreme effort with a viewto
preventing the spread. to countries such as Iraq and Libya, of the technol ogy that
mght risk the production and usof non-conventional weaponry - weaponry that, as
Is well known, is liable to inflict a horrendous catastrophe upon mankind as a
whol e.

V¢ have before us this year the Secretary-CGeneral's report on the
establishnent of a nuclear-weapon-free zome in the Mddle East - docunent
A/45/435. W Wi sh to commend Under-Secretary-CGeneral Akashi, the staff of the
Departnent of Disarmanent Affairs an% of course, the threei ndependent experts who
wote the report for providing such a thoughtful and useful study. W shall
comrent upon it later in the Conmttee deliberations.

In that report the ezperts reach the conclusion that the nuclear threat can be
effectively end permanently elimnated only as a pattern of sound regional -security
rel ationships is devel oped - relationships based on unequivocal, unambi guous,
| egal |y binding arrangenents, among which mustbe an equal commtment by all States
to renounce the nucl ear-weapons option. That pattern will haeto be radically
different fromthe dangerous and unstable relationships that exist today, wth
sophi sti cat edweapons, includi ng weapons of mass destruction and their nmeans of

delivery,proliferating, an%wth political tensions remaining unresol ved. The
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experts al so enphasise that this can be achieved only as the result ofa |ong
process.

In his speech to the General Assenbly, Foreign Mnister Levy, referring to the
gener al peace process, remarked:

"To advance this process, it would be appropriate to initiate and

encourage nutual confidence-building measures. Such measures could induce a

gradual reduction in hostilities and tensions and the cessation of hostile

rhetoric, bel | igerence and terrorism" (A/45/PV,14, p. 86)

The sane confidence-building neasures can apply equally to making progress in the
field of di sarmanent.

Israel's security position is graphically clarified bythe authors ofthe
report to which | have just referred, in which they state:

" Agai nst this background, it is appropriate to point out that |srael's

security position ischaracterized by three features that cannot but play a

part in determning its attitude towards the creation of a nuclear-weapon-free

zone: the relatively small sise ofits territory; the sustained hostility
between itself and the great majority of States i n the region; endthe fe.t
that it has no mlitary allies in the region andthat the One Statethat m ght

support it in a conflict is geographically renote.*" (A/45/435. para. 98)

This situation becones even more graphic when one considers some figures taken
fromthe "M litary Bal ance 1989-g0" of the London Institute for Strategic Studies,
comparing |srael against six Arabcountries with which we arestill in a state of
war. In the case of soldiers in active service,the ratio is 12.8 to 1; reserves,
2.9 to 1; tanks, 3.8 to 1; conbat aircraft, 3.1 to 1. And in 1987 the

defence-budget rati o - amounts stated in United Statesdollars = was 5 to 1.»

" The Chairman returned to ths Chair,
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W\ are speaking here of conventional weapons only. To that we nust add the
st ockpi | es of chem cal weapons. biol ogi cal weapons and ballistic nmissiles. In
addition, there is an overwhelmng indication that, in spite ofits signature of
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, lrag is engaged in a
frantic effort to create nodern nuclear weapons. Just as Irag has shownno respect
for its signature of the Geneva Convention, it disregards its commtnents under
that Treaty as well. Ata time when the United States and the USSR areactively
involved in reducing and elimnating their stocks of chem cal weapons, lraq is
actively involved in increasing its stock and threatening to attack |srael and
other areas of the Mddle East with those forbidden armaments.

Ve can only express our fervent hope that the spirit of accomodati on,

di al ogue and daétente, evidenced in other parts of the world, will in the comng
years also penetrate the walls of hate that have been erected in the Mddl e East.
M. osMaN (Somalia): M. Chairman, since this is my first statenment in
this Commttee, let nme at the outset offer you, on behal f of mydelegation,
profound congratul ati ons onyour unanimous election to guide our deliberations.
Your election is a recognition of your well-known diplomatic skills and your rich
experience in the affairs of the United Nations. W also offer ourcongratul ations
to the other officers of the Conmttee.

Ve are meeting against a backdrop of monentous gl obal devel opments which have
hei ght ened the expectatio=s ofthe international comunity for a better, peaceful
and prosperous world. The beginning ofthe decade of the 1990s has witnessed a
dramatic and significant transformation of the all-too-famliar cold war and
confrontation of the past between the two super-Powers into a new era of

co-operation and conprom se. The comng down of the Berlin Vall and the
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reuni fication of Germany, which followed earlier in the nonth, aptly symbolized t he
end of the ideological rivalry andmlitary confrontation between the Bastend the
west .

It isindeed gratifying to see this spirit of understanding and accommodation
pernmeate to some Ot her region8 ofthe world where lomg-standing conflicts either
have been settled am cably or show hopeful signs ofbeing settled by dial ogue and
negotiation. while the world ha8 witnessed the energence of Nambia as a free and
i ndependent State after a long and arduous |iberation struggle, the t W Yemens also
have voluntarily reunited into a single State in response t0 the aspiration8 of
their peoples. In South Africa, follow ng the rel ease of Nelson Mandela end ot her
political |eader8 and the unbamning of the political partfe8, a process of dial ogue
bet ween the African Matiomal Congress and the Government is in progress. \\é hope
that the negotiations which have just begun will| beforelong lead to the
dismantling oft he abhorrent system of apartheid and the introduction ofa truly
non-racial nultiparty denocracy in the country, based on “eme nan, one vote".

In recent nonths, in anotherpart of Africa, pesitive devel opment 8 have al so
been taking place towards subregional co-operation. |n Janwary 1990 Djibouti,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Sudan and Uganda, membersof the Intergovernmental
Authority onDrought and Development (|1 GADD) resolved to co-operate anong
themselves for €0Ci 0- econonm ¢ devel opnent end restoratiom of peace end harmonyin
their countries. Sonmalia firmy supports the role of [ GADD in conbating drought
and pronoting t he socio-economic devel opnent and security of countries in the Horn
of Africa subregion.

¥hile t he resolution ot the | ong- drawn-out armedconflict in Cambodia appear8
to bewithin reach, 1 n the cwo Koreas for the first time there have been cont act 8

at the level of the Prine Mnisters, which mayeventually | ead to, among other
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things, the fulfilnent of the shared aspiration8 of the people8 of the two
countries for their reunification. It is ourferventhope that the ongoing process
of ‘negotiations anong the concerned parties in Wstern Saharaand Cyprus and
efforts towards the return of lasting peace in Afghanistan through national
reconciliation will bear fruitful results in those countries.

|f anyone Were to consider these positive trends, welcomeasthey are asa
panacea for the intractable problen8 which confront mankind today, it would be an
exercise in wishful thinking; for, while conflict situations have ceased to be so
in some parts of the world, they are raising their ugly heads in other areas. They
have an incal cul abl e capability of throw ng our planet into the flames ofa gl obal
conflagration, thereby underm ning whatever limted gains we have been able to
achieve in the sphere of disarmament. The current potentially explosive situation
inthe M ddl e East is onesuch case in point.

In the course ofhis annual report the Secretary-CGeneral has pointedout that

the Mddle East as a whole continues to be the mostexpl 0si ve region of the worl d

today. He states:
“Long-standingQr i evances, which have festered for years, have been aggravated
by an escal ati ng armsrace throughoutthearea, Which has spawned adeadly
arsenal O weapons Of mass destruction. In the |ong run, lasting peace will
cone to the Mddle East only when the principles ofinternational |aw govern
the relations between States, when disputes are resolved through peaceful
means, when the aspiration8 ofthose deprived oftheir rights have been
fulfilled, andregional security and economic arrangement8 = whi ch take into
account theconcerns of all the parties in thearea- have been established."

(A/45/1. p. 10)
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In this context, we welcomed the Secretary-General's report on the
establishnent of a nuclear-weapon-free tone in the region ofthe Mddle East
(A 45/435), containing the study on effective and verifiable measures which would
facilitate the establishment of such a zome intheregion. Ia this connection, |
refer to the relevant paragraphs ofthe report, namely, paragraphs 104 and 105,
which bring into sharp focus the existence of powder kegs insomeparts ofthe
worl d, notw thstanding the progress towards the reversal of the arms race.

When We consider the future ofdisarmament, arms control and security in the
1990s, We take note ofthe fact that the thaw in the relations between the two
super - Powers has made a significant contribution toward8 the breakthrough in the
efforts to reverse the arnms race. The signing ofthe Treaty onthe Elimnation of
| nt er medi at e- Range and Shorter-Range M ssiles two years ago, which was the
first-ever encouraging step in that direction, was followed by the swmmit meetings
in Milta at the beginning of the year and at Washington later, in June. The
bilateral agreement for the destruction of their chemcal weapons, which was signed
by the United States and the Soviet Union during the Washington summit neeting,

further denonstrated their desire to rid the world of these deadly weapons.
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W are encouraged by the progress made in Vienna in recent days in the
negotiations under the aegis of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in
Europe for the reduction of conventional forces in Europe. W consider this
positive devel opment a manifestation of therealization by the countries in Europe
that arms control has to match the inportant and far-reaching changes which have
taken place on the Continent.

In the light of these positive trends in the sphere of disarmanent we find it
difficult, however, to understand whythe major nucl ear Powers, in spite of their
professed conmtnent to the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. are dragging
their feet when it cones to the conclusion of a conprehensive nucl ear-test-ban
treaty, thereby making their intentions appear suspect and dubious. W firmy
bel i eve that the only practical course to halt and de-escal ate nucl ear
proliferation, and, indeed, to avoid the risk of a nuclear war, is to conclude the
conprehensive nucl ear-test-baa treaty without further delay.

It is therefore regrettable that the Fourth Review Conference of the Parties
to the non-proliferation Treaty, held in Geneva last nmonth, failed to agree on the
final docunent, primarily because of its inability to reach consensus on the
question Of a conprehensive test ban. However, we join other delegations in
wel coning the re-establishment by the Conference onDisarmanent during its
1990 session of the Ad Hoc Committee ona Nucl ear Test Ban and hope that the
Committee's resuned deliberation8 during its 1991 session will lead to substantive
progress toward8 a test ban,

In the context of the gl obal efforts for nucl ear di sarmanent through the
establ i shnent of nucl ear-weapon-free zomes in t he different regionsof the world,

t he question of the denuelearizatrion of Africa attains special inportance. The
realization of this goal, Whi ch the Organization of African Unity setin Cairo

26 yearsago, will be inpossible until sueh timeas South Africa'sreported nucl ear
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capability, which has serious inplications, especially forthe security of the
African States, is reversed. W therefore welconme the recommendations of the
Di sarmanment Commission at its 1990 session, which, inter alia, call on South Africa
to adhere tothe non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) and pl ace all its nucl ear
facilities under International Atomc Energy Agency safeguards.

W have given careful consideration to the Secretary-General's report on South
Africa's nuclear-tipped ballistic mssile capability, and have noted the optimstic
note in this regard in paragraph 142 as foll ows:

"Today as a result of changes under way over the past fewnonths, there
is a sense of pal pable nmoverment and opportunity, tinged with hope and
trepidation. There is a realizatiom that politics in the region are uc a
wat ershed, that the policy ofreliance on superior force could be replaced by
oae based on regi onal comsemsus. In this setting, the possibility of fully
i npl ementing past Organmization Of African Unity (O0AU) and General Assenbly
resol uti ons onthe denuclearization Of Africa, by the adherence of South
Africa to the NpT becones a | ive one." (A/45/571. para. 142)

V¥ believe, however, that any conplacency on our part in this vital matter
w1 be dangerous and detrimental to the peace and security not only of the
countries of Africa, but also of the entire world. It is therefore inperative for
the international community to keep a close and constant watch on South Africa's
reported devel opnent of its nuclear capability.

Let me now turn to another inportant, but unresolved, issue which has the
potential ofaffecting global peace and security, and on which the easing of
East-Westt ensi on appears to have nmade no appreciable impact, I refer tothe 1971
Decl aration of the I ndian Ccean as a Zone of Peace, whore implementation has el uded

us for nearly two decades, in spite of our persistent efforts. Even t he convening
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of en international conference for the inplenentation of this inportant Declaration
has not been possible, because of the negative attitude adopted by some major
Powers. The withdrawal of these countries fromthe Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian
Ccean has been mostregrettable and constitutes a setback to the Conmittee's work.
In view of current serious devel opnents in the area, we need not overenphasize the
i mperative need to inplenment the Declaration.

Sonalia, which is a memberof the Ad Hoc Commttee on the Indian Ccean, joins
other del egations in welcomng the adoption and signing in Arusha, Tanzania, |ast
mont h of the Agreenent on the Establishment of the organization of |ndian Ccean
Marine Affairs Co-operation. W consider this a positive devel opnent towards,
among Ot her things, peaceful co-operation between States in the region.

Sonalia continues to support the peaceful uses of outer space. W therefore
join other delegations in opposing, in conformty with the United Nations
resol utions on the subject, the extension of any mlitary conpetition or activity
into outer space.

It is hardly necessary for mydel egati on to overemphasize the inportant role
pl ayed by the United Nations in the field of disarmanment. | should like to take
this opportunity to pay a special tribute to the Under-Secretary-General for
Disarmament Affairs, M. Akashi, and his staff for their part in continuing to play
and strengthen #is role.

Wi le we have reason to derive somesatisfaction fromthe [imted gains we
have been able to achieve in recent nonths in the sphere of disarmament, we shoul d
not ignore the non-mlitary threat to global peace and security which exists today
in the shape of serious socio-econonic inbal ances. Ourworld today suffers from
yawning disparities in the living standards of itspeople. Wile we have on the

one hand the affluent few, the vast mgjority of the world s population in the
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devel oping, and particularly the |east devel oped, countries live in abject
poverty. Fora large nunmber ofthese people, chronic hunger, malnutrition and
di sease have becone a nornal fact oflife.

Unless the benefits of the inproved international political climate percolate
to this significant segment of mankind, in the formof solid foundations for its
soci 0-econom ¢ devel opment at the national, regional and global |evels, we shal
continue to be plagued by insurmountable problens. The international comunity,
nmore than ever before, recognizes the paranount need for international co-operation
to avert famne and poverty as a positive factor for global socio-economc
devel opment. W therefore call upon all countries represented here to join
together in a spirit of co-operation and understanding to work towards the total
elimnation ofdisparities in international economic relations, in order to
contribute to the maintenance of international peace and security, thereby |eading
to a better end happier world.

M . DE vERECIA (Philippines): On the north |awn of the United Nations
grounds stands a new, striking addition to the New York |andscape. Silhouetted

agai nst the sky by the East River,the sculpture, entitled "pobro uobeshdai et zio",

or "The victory of good over evii*, by Soviet people's artist Zurab Tsereteli, is a

gift of the Soviet Union on the forty-fifth anniversary ofthe United Nations.
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It is difficult not to be stirred by the symbolismof this modern icon and by
the new | egend behind it, for it depicts St. George slaying the dragon of nuclear
war, a beast whose netal entrails are made out of nuclear mssiles - Soviet ss-20s
and United States Pershing8 - destroyed by mandate of the USSR-United States Treaty
on the Elimnation of Internediate-Range and Shorter-Range Mssiles - INF Treaty.
Ve thus have in our mdst this sculpture to remnd us every day of the |ong-sought
goal of disarmanent, devel opnent and conversion. [Indeed, weapons of war are now
being transformed into synbols of peace, into new units of productivity -
technol ogy turned into art.

Events in the sphere of disarmanent end international peace and security have
consi derably accel erated since 1985, the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations
and the International Year of Peace.

In this period, several inportant activities were undertaken by the United
Nations in the framework of what was called the Second International D sarmanent
Decade, In 1987 the United Nations hosted the International Conference on the
Rel ationship betmeeh Di sarmament and Devel opnent. In 1988 the third specia
session of the General Assenbly devoted to disarmament took place in New York.

The Final Document of the International Conference on the Relationship Between
D sarmanment and Devel opnent, adopted by consensus by the 150 countries in
attendance, declared:

“pisarmament and devel opnent are two of the most urgent chall enges facing
the world today."
1efurther declared:
*' Disarmanent and devel opment are two pillars on which international peace and

security can bebuilt." (AZCONF,130/39. p. 14, paxa. 2)
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In the Action programe of the Conference, it was stated, inter alia that

»the United Nations should facilitate an international exchange of views and

experience in the field of conversion (1bhid., v. 22, vara. (ix) (f)

This carried forward the reconmendation made by the Panel of Em nent
Personalities on Disarmanent and Devel opment in 1986 that one of the courses of
action which States could take was

*'Promotion of . . . conversion whenever possible within national context as well

as internationally for the benefit of socio-economc devel opnent, particularly

in developing countries." (United Nations Publication. Sales No. E.86 IX.5.

p. 9 (k))

Unlike the International Conference on Disarmament and Devel opnent, the third

speci al session of the General Assenbly devoted to disarmanent did not produce a
final document. However, those two meetings could be said to be the fertile
seed-bed of ideas whose flowering we see today.

At the third special session on disarmament the Philippines formally proposed
that the United Nations could be tapped to serveasan active advisory body or as
an exchange centre forideas in the field of conversion. The proposal stated that
bodi es such as the United Nations Department for Disarmament Affairs, the United
Nations Institute for D sarmanent Research, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization and the United Nations Devel opnent Programme
coul d includein their yearly programme a provision on conversion, in terns of
either research or studies or active expertadvice,

At the forty-fourth session ofthe General Assenbly, resolution 44/116 J,
entitled "Conversion of M|itary Resources", was adopted by consensus. |t alludes
inits preanble to the General Assenbly's desire to pronote an exchange of
experience, withinthe United Nations framework, onm the conversion of mlitary

resources to civilian purposes,
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In the operative paragraphs the General Assenbly invites Menber States to
submt to the Secretary-General by April 1991 their views on various aspects of
conversion of mlitary resources to civilian purposes anddecides to include in the
provi sional agenda of its forty-sixth session an itemon the subject.

I'n August 1990 a conference co-hosted by the United Nations Department for
Disarmanent Affairs and the Soviet Peace Fund was held in Mdscow on the topic,
"Conversion: Econom c Adjustments in an Era of Arns Reduction". The neeting, in
which there were about 140 international participants, wel comed a message from
Presi dent Gorbachev which stated that

"Conversion of mlitary production is on8 of the basic guidelines that renders

the disarmament process irreversible and clears the way for demlitarized

politics and inproved international relations."

Speaking for the United States, Senator John McCain stated that the United
States Governnment was making plans to reduce mlitary forces by close to
25 per cent over the next five years and that mlitary spendirs as a percentage of
gross national product amd of total government spending should be at the |owest
| evel in 50years.

The neeting provided other exanples of national experiences and examined
concepts and approaches as well as specific issues. One can only conclude that, if
the nomentum towards di sarnmament continues and intensifies conversion will be at
the top of the agenda in the 1990s.

The Philippines has also been quietly but intensely pursuing its own programme
of conversion, in connection with the expiring Philippine-United States Mlitary
Bases Agreement and negotiations towards a possible new treaty that could provide a
transition and final phase-out of the United States mlitary facilities before the

arrival of the new century.
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In 1989 | had the privilege ofwiting a good nunber of conversion options and
authored Joint Resolution No. |, which President Coraaon Aquino signed into |aw,
creating a Legislative-Executive Bases Council to fornulate a conprehensive
progranme for the alternative economc, social and security uses of the bases in
the event of partial or total United States wi thdrawal .

In May 1990 the Philippines served notice of the termnation of the Republic
of the Philippines-Tmited States MIlitary Bases Agreenent by 16 Septenber 1991, and
in her address to the Filipino people on 17 Septenber 1990 President Aquino
signal l ed the beginning of discussions on new arrangenents between the Philippines
and the United States for t he 1990s. She decl ared:

"The tine has come fer ourtwo nations to craft a new relationship - one
more equitable, mutually beneficial and respectful of each other's
sovereignty. In a world where the cold war has endea and events in Eastern
Europe and the M ddl e East have alterea the traditional geopolitical order,

t he decades-old parameters of the Republic of the Philippines-united States

relationship no longer hold. The old cannot continue, thenew must NOW be

born. This new relationship shall be the subject of the talks that begin
tonorrow, **

President Aquino nentioned that anong many and varied preparations undertaken
by the Philippine Governnent for the talks were the plans for the conversion of the
bases by the Legislative-Executive Bases Council.

As amember of the Philippine Legislative-Executive Bases Council, let me
share today someof the experiences and conclusions of that body. Beaded by the
President of the University of the Philippines, M. Jose V. Abueva, the bodyis
conposed of 17 nmenbers, nine appointed by the President fromtheExecutive and the

private sector and sight chosen by Congress, four from t he Senate and four from t he

House.
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One othe two najor conversion programes which the Council devised and
submtted to President Aquino and |eaders of Congress for approval and
i npl enentation was the conversion ofthe Clark Air Base and its surrounding
basel ands - the latter long vacated by the United States - into a civil aviation
conplex, including an air cargo termnal and trans-shipment facility in the
Asi a-Pacific region; tramsfer of the Ninoy Aquino (Manila) International Airport to
Cark and the conversion of the present Manila airport into a donmestic airport;
transfer ofunits ofthe Philippine Air Force to Cark proper and relocation of
sonme of the major Philippine mlitary canps in the Metro Manila area to the vacated
C ark baselanas; establishnent of an industrial estate and export zome, a touri st
conpl ex, mass housing, an agricultural conplex for high-value export crops,
agro-processing units, designation ofa |land-reform area;, and establishment of
agro-forestry parks in the upland areas.

For the Subic Naval Base conplex on the South China Sea, =mot far fromd ark
the Council| approved its conversion into a maritine industrial conplex, including a
maj or ship repair and shipbuilding facility; transfer of the main elenents of the
Philippine Navy to Subic; a fuel depot and refuelling station; an industria
support conplex that will assist five industries related to ship, port and repair
operations - nanely, the production of industrial gases, a |light steel industry, a
wel ding electrode rod industry, a cutting-tool-bit and nachi ne-tool industry and
the manufacture of contai ner vans; operation ofa container termnal and cargo
port - inview of Subie's strategic |ocation in Asia's sea lanes? a University of
the Philippines Training Center, including agricultural, fishing, and agro-forestry

activities in the coastal areas of the reverted baselands.
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The Bases Council report points outt

“The experience of Singapore in converting the Senbawang Naval Facility with
the assistance ofthe British Governnent should give the Philippines sme
perspective on the difficulties and timeframa required for converting a
mlitary navalbase. It took Singapore five years to effect theconversion

plan and to enploy the 30,000 workers displaced by the former mlitary

complex."
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The exanple of Singapore shows that conversion froma mlitary to a viable
civilian facility is possible under determned |eadership and with a disciplined
peopl e, the report added.

Not surprisingly, the aforenentioned conversonebjectives can be achieved
while the United States continues to use the facilities jointly with the
Philippines, under the principle of joint use or conbined use, now, or during the
transition period, or thereafter when the treaty phase-out is finally conpleted,
and the Philippines fully Pilipinixes and privatizes the facilities and operates
themon commercial terms, while giving access to the facilities to the mlitary or
civilian aircraft and ships of all nations.

Thus, after the w nding-down or conpletion of a new transition treaty, when
United States base rights conme to an end, we can still envisage continued use of
the Philippine facilities under terns not of base rights but of base access under
preferential or conventional commercial terms available to all flags.

The expected total cost of theconversion programme over al 0- year peri od
woul d amount to 158.57 billion Philippine pesos, or about $6.33 billion at the
present conversion rate of ®25 to $1, which,as indicated under Joint Resolution
No. 1, the Philippines can finance over tine through the safe, |ease o
joint-venture development Of the bulk of the prime real estate, exceeding
1, 000 hectares, at present occupied by the major Filipino mlitary canps in the
congested Metro Mani |l a area. The Governnent's share of this cost is #®65 billion,
the bal ance of which is to come fromthe private sector and major project cash
flows.

The Council was careful to concentrate efforts on reduction of the base
cependence Of the workers in the surroundi ng communi ties by allocating programmes
far the retraining of workers, to minimize soci al disruption, to promote publie

welfare nnd SOCial justice and to ensure that the future devel opment orthe workers
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wi || be efficient and sustainable, with the fullest support of government agencies
and the active participation of business, industry and people's organizations.

However, | nust say in all candour that the conversion ofbases, the shift
froma mlitary or defence-related econony to a peace econony, has its own risks
and perils, not excluding the loss of assured foreign exchange, jobs, other
revenues and marketsand, in the context of the Philippines, the phasing-out of the
external security arrangenents, for indeed the programmed alternative replacenents
will taketinme to put in place.

Last week President Aquino urged Congress to pass a bill creating the
Phi | i ppi ne bases conversion authority - a sequel to Joint Resolution No. 1 - to
oversee inplenmentation of the Bases Conversion Plan, and Joint Resolution Ne. 10,
of which | was also the author and which has now passed the House. It is hoped
that Joint Resolution No. 10 will become Joint Resolution No. 2 when it passes the
Senate and is signed into |aw by the President. |t authorises the President to
proceed with the sale of parts of the military real estate in Metro Manila in order
to finance the transfer of the Filipino canps and begin the partial conversion of
bases in the vacated basel ands relinquished by the United States since 1979, while
awai ting the results of the current Philippine-United States bases negotiations On
a new transition and phase-out treaty, expected to be conpleted in the first
quarter of1991. The negotiations, which are being conducted in the historical and
traditional spirit of mutuality, bid fair to lead to an understanding worthy of two
friends and two countries firny conmtted to denocracy.

The new treaty will still besubject to ratification by the Philippine Senate
and, when Congress so requires, will be submtted to the Filipino people for
approval im a national referendum when itwill be recognized as a treaty by the

other contracting State.
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| havereferred to this historic restructuring process as three-cushion
billiards because one movementwi || trigger several movements-namely, the
restructuring and conversion ofthe Filipino mlitary canps, conversion of the
United States facilities and devel opment of the vacated basel ands - while raising
P100 billion to eisobillion fromthe proceeds of the sale of the Filipino canps to
finance the conversion objectives and hel p achieve nodest but self-reliant arned
forces, as we propel the Philippines to the status of a newy industrialized
country before tbhe turn of the century.

In disarmanent terms, the conversion is twofold: conversion of the Filipino
mlitary canps in the Metro Manila area into residential, tourist and
l'ight-iadustrial conplexes, with ecological parks; and simultaneous partial or
total conversion of the United States mlitary facilities and the basel ands vacated
by the United States in the central plains of Luzom as the world movesonits own
steam t owar ds expandi ng peace and di sarmanent, new regional bal ances and
adj ustments among nati ons.

| am even hopeful that, considering its |eadership in the disarmament process
and its phase-down or closure of base facilities within the United States itself
and in various parts of the world, the United States may contribute to the
Phi | i ppine conversion programme in the light of the proposed new terns of reference
under the transition.

On the issues of disarmanent and conversion, the Philippines wel comes the
progress in the field of aisarmament and arns control by the United States and the
Sovie~ Union, the snmooth inplenentation ofthe Treaty on theElimnation of
Intermediate-Range andShort er - Bangs Missiles - INF Treaty, t he strategic arms
reduction t al ks (START), andt he signing of the agreementbetween t he UnitedStates

and the Union of Sovi et Socialist Republics on thedestruction and non-production
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of chem cal weapons and on neasures to facilitate the conclusion of a nultilateral
convention banning chem cal weapons. It also welconmes the forthcomng Paris summt
of Heads of State or CGovernnent of the countries participating in the Conference on
Security and Co-operation in Europe and the signing, on that occasion, of a
historic treaty on conventional disarmament in Europe.

Atthe same tinme, it urges tbe conclusion of a conprehensive test-ban treaty
as a multilateral step proposed for the 1991 Conference on anendment ofthe Treaty
Banni ng Nucl ear \apon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Quter Space and Under Water.

The Philippines further wel cones and applauds the award of this year's Nobel
Peace Prixe to President Mikhail Gorbachev for his exceptional role in pronmoting
wor | d peace, security and disarmanment, which has given new hope and a lift to those
in the USSR and Eastern Europe generally and indeed to all ethe peoples of the world.

It is unfortunate that the plans for the much-desired peace dividend schedul ed
to fowfrom defence budget savings arising fromarns and troops cuts under the
disarmament process, which di vi dend woul d besharedby the countries of the South,
have been tenporarily derailed by the Qulf crisis, with its grave threat to the
peace and econom ¢ health of the world commnity, which is already seeing the
begi nni ngs of an energi ng recession.

Within the context of East-West co-operation in armsand armedforces
reduction there are many opportunities to remobilize for commercial uses and
non-mlitary needs the hunman and material resource8 that Wi ll be releasea bythe
closing down of mlitary-industrial conplexes, and weapons factories. Indeed,
hundreds of thousands of qualified mlitary factory workers, base technicians,
engi neers and scientists will, intine, bereleased t0 channel their creative

abilities into the civilian adcomercial sectors of society. As laymen, itdis
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not difficult to visualize factories that are currently producing tanks and
armoured Vehicles being retooled so as to build instead farmtractors and heavy
road-bui | ding and mning equipment, trainer aircraft instead of fighter planes and
passenger and cargo jets instead of bombers, for it has been said that

"They shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning

hooks," (Ihe Hely Bible. |saiah 2:4)

I ndeed, the aream of disarmament is as ancient as the O d Testanent itself.

Wi le we wel cone the dramatic and remarkabl e inprovements in arnms control and
troop cutsin Europe, especially the w nding-down and the remarkable events in the
former Eastern bloc and the splendid co-operation between the United States anda the
USSR there have, unfortunately, been no simlar orparallel developnents in other é
regions of the world that, justifiably, are regarded as actual or potentia
flashpoints in a troubled time.

The Midadle East is bristling with mlitary weapons of manifestly offensive
magni tude and nature, Considering the ancient bonds that unite the Arabworld, it
might Wel| Dbe possible, under United Nations auspices, to bring the warring nations

and factions in the Mddle East to terns so that a favourable climte may be

created for the adjustment of the chronic, long-term problems confronting the
region.
H storical experience offers abundant evidence that war does not hold the

solution to any such problens. [Issues of peace and security should be thrashed out

PRI —————

by diplomatic means, and the United Nations still offersthe best known venue for

diplomacy.

T SRR R
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It is suggested that someinitiative may be |aunched even at this hour to
convene an appropriate conference on the Mddle East snong the parties, entrusted
with the m ssion, first, of restoring ante bellum conditions; secondly, of ensuring
the speedy and just resolution of any economc, commercial or territorial disputes;
and thirdly, of holding sinultaneous negotiations and preparations for a mgjor
demlitarization of forces and renoval of weapons among countries in the region to
severely restrict their ability to wage further war in the future.

Under United Nations and Arab auspices, the parties may still listen to the
collective voice of the world. It is Iikew se suggested that the United Nations
take the initiative to convene an appropriate conference on the maintenance of a
rational balance of armanents in the Asia-Pacific region. Specifically, we propose
the consideration of arrangements that will lead to the reduction of arns and
forces in South-East Asia, in North-East Asia and in the Indian subcontinent. Such
an initiative is rendered urgent and conpelling bythe evident inclination anong
certain sectors in the region to reinforce their forces and weaponry even in the
face of an immnent dimnution of mlitary presence in the area on the part of the
United States and of the Soviet Union.

The pace of armament in the Asia-Pacific region | ends aramatie realismto the
repeated warning of Singapore Prime Mnister Lee Xuan Yew that the eventua
departure of the united States from the Philippines woul d occasion t he emergence of
new powers in South-East Asia

The existing mechanisms for national and regional security in asiaand the
Paci fic have to be updat ed andmodernized. The i nStruments of regi onal Aiplomacy
have t 0 be synchronized Wi th the current and foreseeable tempo of history. A
telling object |esson fmtepast history of the United Nati on6 is obvious te all

of us: thefateofnati ons and of manki nd cannot beleft t o chance amnd fortune.
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Adistingui shed Oriental nistorian and phil osopher, Dr. Charles Milik, who
hel ped make the United Nations the great institution that it is today, once said
that if the national treasures and fortunes frittered away on the unending
armanents race were spent forthe poor amd the needy the world would be an
infinitely better place to live in. Onemust hope that his w sdom has shed |i ght
on the present United Nations deliberations on disarmanent.

Permt nme to nake'the observation that disarmament iS, in all its aspects and
inplications, only a symptom of an inner conflict between man'sirrepressible
restlessnessand hi s consuming year ni ng for peace and quiet. One need not despair,
however, formanis endowed with the genius to surmount manifestations of that
inner conflict, as is anply evidenced by the vast strides in the promotion of world
peace and understandi ng madeby the United Natiemsagai nst daunting odds.

Let us not make the familiar mistakeof | 00ki ng at issues of war and peace in
i solation fromthe weighty andcruci al psychological, political, social and
econoni ¢ problens with which they are inextricably linked. CQur attention shoul d
not be distracted fromthe context of the geopolitical phenonena with which we have
to deal.

Let us try to fashion in Qur own time and place an effective instrunent for
investing the United Nations and its conpetent orgams and agencies wth the power
to arbitrate international i ssues relative to the state amilevel O mlitary
forcesinthe world leading to an enforceable world law. That is the Philippine
dream, and | am certain iti s a cherished dream Of all nations.

M0 UTUCKEunanimoums)e|l ecti on as Chairman of this
Committee i S Not only a tribute to your ecountry, Nepal, but al so recognition of
your OWn personal qual ities adbrilliant record of accomplishments here. My

del egati on congratulates you adoffers our complete co-~operation Auring t he course
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of the Committee's deliberations. Qur congratulations go also to the other
officers of the Conmttee.

Both in the general debate in the General Assenbly and in this Conmttee the
significant change6 taking place in the international comunity in the past year
have been highlighted. M delegation agrees that for the mostpart these
devel opments have been positive, and have raised hopes and aspirations for a nore
peaceful, more secure world. Confident that in this new climte the prospects for
effective action to enhance international peace and security were morerealistic,
many worl d | eaders called for the establishment of a new international order. 1In
this new order, peace, security and nutual co-operation would be the norm and
concepts of partnership, consultation and collective action would govern
inter-State rel ations.

For the first time the possibility that mlitary structures would be
dismantled and mlitary budgets reduced and that resources thusfreed would be
&oted to devel opment seened a realistic possibility. The creation of apeace
dividend remains an issue, and ny delegation continue6 to consider it a logical, if
not an immediate, expectati on.

Ironically, whenthe international community seemspoised to renewits
commtnment to international peace and security and to general adconplete
disarmament, it iS faced With the threat ofamajorwar, W fearthat given the
sophi sticated weapons - chem cal, nuclear and conventional alike - whichall
parties possess, war in the GQulf could be moredevastating than any earlier war,
The Qulf crisis underscore6 the factthat our rejection of war aiendeavours for
peace are no guarantee that there will not be an outbreak of war. Prom this

perspective our efforts eam be viewed as tenuous at bsst.
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It is withinour purview, nevertheless, to take substantial action to inprove
our prospects for international peace and security. Among those recent initiatives
which my del egation considers vital to the process of disarnmanent and peace and
security are the bilateral agreenments between the United States and the Sovi et
Uni on frt he reduction of nucl ear weapons and the elimnation «some
i ntermedi ate-range and shorter-range mssiles, the initiatives taken bythe Warsaw
Treaty States in the areas cofconfidence- and security-building measures and the
agreement by members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)to negotiate
on tactical nuclear weapons follow ng the successful conclusion of an agreenent on
conventional forces in Burope.

Agreenents reached on a format for the strategic arns reduction treaty and on
the verification neasures for the threshold test-ban Treaty will also greatly
facilitate our efforts. TheBahamas woul d wi sh, however, to underscorethe
Importance it attaches to the bilateral agreement between the United States aud the
Soviet Union on the linmtation of chemical weapons. It is our hope that this
agreement will spur action for the conclusion of a multilateral treaty on this
subj ect.

This is the final decade of the twentieth century - and conpl ete disarmanment
remins illusive. It is a matter of concern to ny delegation that into the Third
Di sarmament Decade the proliferation of nuclear weapons continues to be a threatto
humanity. The Bahamas strongly believes that the prevention of nuclear war and the
promotion of nucl ear di sarmament mustcontinue to be the international community's
hi ghest priority, but it is an endeavour in which non-nuclear States nust also play
their necessary role.

The issue of aconprehensive ban on test explosions of nuclear weapons has,

since 1954, featured prom nently in discussions onultilateral daisarmament, and
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scores of resolutions calling for a conprehensive test ban have been adopted. M
del egation contends that adoption of a conprehensive test-ban treaty is one step in
tangi bl e progress towards armsreduction and nucl ear di sarmanent. Consequently,
t he Bahanmas is anong those non-nucl ear Satesthat support the conversion of the
partial test-ban Treatyinto a conprehensive test ban. W were disheartened, but
not di scouraged, by the outcome of the Fourth Review Conference ofthe
non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) as regards the conprehensive test ban. W& urge that

the obstacles encountered not be permtted to influence negotiations during the

1991 anendnent Conference
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Al'so, no treaty has been adopted by the international conmunity to ban the
production of a specific category of conventi onal weapons. W nevertheless hol d
that the reduction of conventional weapons is an essential, indeed integral, part
of our efforts to achieve disarmament. Initiatives, including the Vienna
negoti ati ons on conventional focesi N Europe, therefore have the support of the
Bahamas, because of their potential for addressing this problem

My del egation is convinced that only requisite confidence-building measures
w || guarantee positive advancement in disarmament. In particular,
non- nucl ear-weapon States need to be assured not only that nuclear weapons will not
be used against them but that there is a firmcommtment on the part of nuclear
States to a qualitative and quantitative reduction in nuclear weapons. At the same
time, we believe, non-nuclear States should be assisted in their bid te acquire
nucl ear technol ogy for peaceful purposes.

As a State party to the Treaty of Tlatelolco, whichestablishes a
nucl ear - weapon-free zone in Latin America and the Caribbean, the Bahamas supports
the establishment of simlar zones in South-East Asia and the Mddle East. W also
urge that the Declaration on the Denuclearization Of Africabe implemented, t O
prevent the proliferation of nucl ear weapons on tecontinent. Simlarly, we
woul d encourage supportfor all efforts to halt nuclear testing and mlitary
manoeuvres | N out er space, and the devel opnent, production, sockpilingand use of
radiologicalweapons. The consequences Of nucl ear weapons on the environment,
brought to our attention in the report ofthe Secretary-General, have heightened
our concern in thisregard. W believe this mustencourage those concernedt O
prevent envirommental degradati on by ceasing activities in this area.

The current crisisintheGulf makes us m ndful that the transfer of and

trading in arms and weapons technology ean, if there is mottransparency, be a
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direct threat to international peace and security. W call for the degreeof
transparency essential not only to control and nonitor the shipnent of arns, but
also to prevent their indiscrimnate use once acquired.

The international security environnment has undoubtedly been transformed by
events in Eastern Europe and the ending of the cold war. Meetings, including the
Conference on Disarmament, have provi ded concrete conclusions and recommendations
that should inform our efforts. The re-establishment of the Ad Hoe Committee in
the negotiating process is one of the many substantive steps we have nmade in the
right direction. This augurs well frour collective efforts towards general and
conpl ete di sar mament.

The role of the United Nations in providing the necessary |eadership for
progress towards general and conplete disarnmanent, and the forum within which such
progress can take place, is indispensable to this process. Itis th8
responsibility of Member States, however, to provide the United Nations with the
support it requires. Al so, Menber States nust co-operate witheach other in the
interest of ensuring meani ngful progress towards a world free of confrontation, the
arms race and the threat of nuclear annihilation. The Bahamas pl edges its support
to this worthy and essenti al endeavour.

The CHAIRMAN:peaker is the Observer of the International
Committee of the Red Cr 0SS, M's. Deni se Plattner. | now call on her.

Mrs, PLATTNER (| nternati onal Committee Of the Red Cro0ssS) (ICRC)
(interpretation from Freach):s The 1868 Decl aration of St. Peteraburg Was one of
the first international docurents desi gned to pl ace comstraints upon the conduct of
war. The representatives of the signatory States expressed t heir coaviction that
the employment (f arns whi ch uselessly aggravat e thesuffaringsof disabledmen,or

render their death inevitable would be contrary to the laws Of humanity. Those
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States therefore undertook to renounce the us8 of Certain explosive projectiles
that could cause particularly horrible injuries. Thus, as |ong ago as 1868, States
expressed a principle Which today is one of the fundamental rul es ofi nternational
humani tarian | aw applicable in armed conflicts.

The 1899 and 1907 Hague Conventions transformed the St. Petersburg principle
into alegalrule. Article 35 of Protocol | additional to the Geneva Conventions
of 12 August 1949, relating to the protection of victims of international armed
conflicts, expressesthe rule in its present form. Paragraph 2 of that article
states that

"It is prohibited to enploy weapons, projectiles and material and methods of

warfare of a nature to cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffering".

This prohibition stems fromone of the basic principles of international
humanitarian law, which is expressed as follows in paragraph 1 of the sane
article 35 of Protocol I:

"I'n any arned conflict, the right of the Parties to the conflict to choose

met hods er means of warfarei s not unlimted".

In addition, article 36 0of Protocol | obliges States parties to this treaty to
determ ne, when studying, devel oping, aequiring Or adopting a newweapon, whether
the enpl oyment of that weapon woul d be prohibited by international |aw

This brief review of the historical background and the present situation of
the rule prohibiting or limting the use of weapons andnethods of warfare |ikely
to cause unnecessary suffering is designed {0 bea reminder t hat the 1980
Convention - the temth anniversary ofwhi ch we shal|l commemorate thisyear - is
firmy rooted in intermational humanitarian|l aw, |ts three Protocols give concrete
expression to a fundamental rul e contained in Protocol | additional to the Geneva

Conventions and enable it t 0 be appli ed to specific weapons.
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Ten years ago the International Commttee of the Red Cross hailed the
adoption, by the United Nations conference convened for that purpose, of the 1980
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions of Use of Certain Conventional Wapons.
It was pleased to have contributed to the s.ccess of the long, patient
negotiations, especially by organizing the prelimnary work. A though the ICRC was
only an observer at the Conference at which the Convention was adopted, it fully
supports its aim for the follow ng reasons, anong others.

First, witheach of its three Protocols prohibiting or restricting the use of
a certain category of weapons. the 1980 Convention contributes directly to the
general aimof international humanitarian law - namely, to limt the suffering
caused by hostilities.

Secondly, the 1980 Convention is an open-ended treaty, for the negotiation of
further protocols will make it possible to prohibit or limt the use of other
met hods or means of conbat which woul d be contrary to the general rule in
article 35 of Protocol x and whose harnful effectswoul d rai se serious humanitarian
probl ens.

Thirdly, the International Conferemce Of the Red Cr0ss andt he RedCrescent,
which brings together the States parties to the Geneva Conventions and the various
conponents of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movenent, has repeatedly
expressed its support for the 1980 Convention. Thus, the twenty-fifth
internatioral Conference, held iz Ceneva ir 1586, adopted a rasalution -
resolution VII -~ urgently calling on all States to becane parties to the Convention.

For those reasons, the | CRC hopes that the 1980 Convention on Prohibitions or
Restrictions of Use of Certain Conventional Weapon6 wi || be widely accepted by the
international comunity. | sincerely urge those States that have not al ready

becone parties t0 usethi S occasiom of the tenth anniversary of the Convention and

it%three Protocols to doso.
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The crarirMaN: The Conmttee has concluded the general debate on all

di sar mament agenda it entt

| shall now call on nenbers who wish to speak in exercise of the right of
reply. | wish to remnd members, however, that the Coomittee will follow the
procedure set forth previously on this point.

M. MALIK (Iraq) (interpretation from Arabic): In hi%statement the
representative of the Zionist entity tried to cloud the issue% and distort facts
that are clear enough and known to all State%

The CHAIRMAN: | call on the representative of Israel on a point of order.

Mr. 2IPPOR] (IsSrael): Mr. Chairman, | request you to renind the
representative oflrag that it is customary usage in this Organization tu call a
State by it%name. | represent the Stat8 of Israel. | amproud of being a Zionist
but the nane ofny State is mot "Zionist entity" any morethan the name of lraq is
"SaddamBussein'sdictatorship* . | therefore suggest that the representative of
Irag stick to theusage and that, if he want% to make comments about |srael, he use
that term

The CHAIRMAN: | request the representative of Iraq to be guided by the
rules of procedure ofthe United Nations, which require that Menber States be
called by their proper names, and to continue his statement.

M. MAIK (Irag) (interpretation fromArabic): No one can impose any
term on meorchange any expression that | maywsh to use.

The representative of the Zionist entity is seeking to cloud the issuwe and
distort fact%that are clear enough and known to all State% | shall not speak at

length at this late hour im replying to the clains ofthat representative.
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He has to prove first the veracity and credibility of what he has said. |Is
the Zionist entity prepared to declare openly and wthout any ambiguity that it is
prepared to accede to the non-proliferation Treaty and to place its nuclear
facilities under safeguards and inspection? Failure to make such a conmm tment
simply neans that the clains of that representative are |ies.

Irag, as is well known,is one of the signatories to the non-proliferation
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons and has placed its facilities -
which are for peaceful purposes only ~ under the safeguards and inspection ofthe
International Atomc Energy Agency on a regular basis and quite openly.

The policy of aggression of the Zionist entity is known to all. |Its
occupation of Pal estinian land, the Golan and Lebanon and its persecution of the
Pal estinian people, whose |atest manifestation was the Harem Al -Shareef massacre
aswell as its arned attackson lraq and Tunisia and its co-operation with South
Africa, are but exanples of its abom nable policy.

In pursuance of that policy ofaggression it has engaged ina nucl ear
programme and introduced nuclear weapons into the region, with the assistance of
the West, inparticular, the United States of America, The Zionist entity now
possesses an arsenal of nuclear, biological and chem cal weapons. |ts existence
therefore has become a very serious threat to the State8 ofthe region

Irag, through President Saddam Hussein, put forward an initiative in April of
this year which called for the declaration of the Mddle East as a zene free of all
weapons of mass destruction and for thelinking of the destruction of nuclear
weapons to the destruction of chem cal weapons in the region. That initiative
stemmed from asinceredesire to rid the region of all weapon8 of mass destruction.

Now, does the Zionist entity agree to that?
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Mr. ZIPPORI (Israel): I apol ogi se for taking up nenbers' time but |

really do not think we can end the general debate with the concoction of falsehoods
that has been put before us bythe delegation of Irag, a country which has been
accused in six or seven Security Council resolutions of violating the territoria
integrity of its neighbour State, Kuwait, annexing that State and trying to
obliterate it fromthe face of the earth, using all the nethods of nodern warfare.
Fortunately for the peopie of Kuwait, Irag was able to acconplish that without
having to use any part ofits qgreat arsenal of chem cal weapons, with which it has
threatened the United States and |srael

V¢ do not have to quote anybody except the President oflrag, Saddam Hussein,
regarding Iraq' s possesson of chem cal weapons and histhreats to other
countries - his threat on one occasion to obliterate half of Israel and his threat
sinply to attack it, on others. That is further proof, if any be needed, of Iraqg's
violation of the 1925 Geneva Convention. Certainly its use of those weapons in the
war wWith Tram and against his own population, and its intention to use them are

violations of both the letter and the spirit of the Convention
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with regard to its violation of the non-proliferation Treaty, there is
certainly no connection or correlation between this and whether Isrr~1 has signed
the non-proliferation Treaty. W are not the only country that has not signedt hat
Treaty. W have explained on a nunber of occasions in the First Committee and
other organs of the United Nations our position on non-proliferation and with
regard to the non-proliferation Treaty. But Iraq has signed the non-proliferation
Treaty. So how can the representative of Iraq explain the statement of his
President on French television on 9 July 1990 that Iragq has no atom c weapons? |
am Willing to believe that he has no atom c weapons at this stage. "But", he went
on to say,

"if one of the Western nations wants to help us to produce nuclear weapons te

conpensate us for the weapons in Israel's possession" -
of which there is no proof -

“then We See no objection to this."

How does that expressed wi sh to possess nuclear weapons meet the obligations of
Iraq under article 11 of the non-proliferation Treaty?

In the course of the past year, every conmentator onthe Mddle East has
comented on Iraq's illegal drive - in the sense of using illegal means~ to
acquire the conponents of nuclear weapons, | refer to a few sources only. There
is an old one, an article by M. J. Snyder in ie M ddl e East Journal, entitl ed
»The Road t 0 0siraq: Baghdad's Quest for the Bomb*; and there arelLeonard Spector,
the world's foremost authority on non-proliferation, in "Coing Nuclear”;Mid-East
Markets: Stern and Der Spiegel, the Germanmagazines; London' s The Economist:; The
WashinThesePgst;; The ¥bw York Timesgy Time megazineh e r s h a v e all

docunented Irag‘sfranticefforts to acquire the conponents ofa nucl ear weapon.

Loopholes i N the non-proliferation régimeand the International Atomic Bnergy
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Agency saf eguards system ofwhich the Agency itself is very nuch aware, have been
detailed i n t he Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists i N a series  issuesbeginning
i n Decenber 1988.
So | think it is clear to all of us exactly what Irag's positionis wth

regard to the non-proliferation Treaty amd non-proliferation, thethreat and use of

force, and, in general, the whole question of disarmament.



