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The  meetinq*waa  cal led  to  order at  4 .20 p.m.

AG#NDk  ITmS 51 TD 69, 139, 141 AND L45 (continued)

OONSIDWATION  OF AND ACTION ON DRAFT RESOLUTIONS ON DISARMAMENT ITEMS

T h e  CHAIRMANa  Thie  a f t e rnoon  t he  First C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  anclude i t s  work

on al l  draf t  resolutionr  outr tanding on disarmament  itema, namely,  in  cluster  12,

draft rerolutionr  A/C.l/QJ/L,  53 and @.1/43/L. 75; and in clue ter 11, draft

reaolutiar  A/C.l/43/L,61/Rev.  2.

I now call upon the Secretary of the Committee.

Mr. KHERADI  (Secretary of the Committee) I I should like to inform

Comni  ttee metier  a that the follcn# inq countr  iea have became spnsora of the

fo l lowing  d ra f t  resoluticns%

A/C. 1/43/61/Rev.  28 Aue tr fa

A/C. 1/43/L.75  J Hungary and Bulqar ia

A/C. 1/43/L. 53 J Samoa

The CHAIRMAN8 I new  cal l  upan the  representa t ive  of  Hunqary ,  who wishes

to  make  a  s t a t emen t  ar t h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n 8  i n  cluster 12.

Mr. IDTH (Hungary) a In our time the sub jet? of ver iEica tion is assuming

a qrminq  s ign i f i cance  i n  a l l  f i e ld s  o f  a rms  l im i t a t i on  and  d i s a rmamen t .  My

delegation is deeply convinced that the elaboration of disarmanwzn  t aqr eemen ts and

t h e  strdnqtheninq  of  internatiaral  security  s h o u l d  b>? ba sed ,  i n t e r  alia, o n  t h e-.-

viab le  so lu t i on  o f  ve r i f i c a t i on  p rob l ems . T h e  o v e r a l l  i n t e r e s t s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

secu r i t y  ca l l  fo r  a  con t inuous  r ev i ew  o f  expe r i ence  i n  ve r i f i c a t i on  a s  we l l  a s  fo r

t h e  f a c i l i t a t i o n  a n d  pronntion  o f  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  f u t u r e  disarmamnt  t a l k s .

The elaboration of disarmament measure8 presupposes that qualitatively new

reetr ictive  and ver i f icat ion meaauree  ahould  be  harmonized  wi th  the  nat ional

secur i ty  and economic in tereats  of  Sta tes . T h e  o u t l i n e s  o f  n e w  i n s t i t u t i o n a l

systems Of  ver i f icat ion are  emerging or  are  being discussed in  mnnection  with
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(Mr. lath, Hungary)

nearly al l  diearmgnent  effor ts  re la ted to  the  ban on weapons  of mass deetructiotl

and the prevention of an arms race in outer apace. That could open up proepecta

for  mul t i la tera l  co-peration,  which  would  not  only  ensure tha t  effective and

reasonable  ver i f ica t ion appl ied  to  al l  States but would  a lso  enable  countr ies  to

l a u n c h  j o i n t  programnee o f  co -pe ra t i on  f a r  beyond  the  s cope  of  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l

s c i e n t i f i c  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c a p a b i l i t i e s .

Considering  t ha t  t he  ques t i on  o f  ve r i f i c a t i on  ha s  oome t o  b e  t h e  s u b j e c t  of

regular exchanges of views within the framework of the United Nations a8 well,  and

that  a weal th  of  exper ience has  a lso  been accumulated in  o ther  areas ,  i t  i s

desirable to seek -ye and means of enhancing the role of the United Nations and

it5 specislized  a g e n c i e s  i n  t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  t h a t  proces s .

We welcome the concrete proposals that have been put forward with respect to

the  nature  and soope of the  role the United  Nat ions  a%ld possibly play in the

context  of  the ver i f ica t ion of  compliance with arms- l imita t ion and diearmment

agreements. We formally supported the proposal of the Soviet uhion outlined on the

eve of the forty-second session of the General Assembly, and we are very much in

favour ok the proposal  in th is  sphere  by the  countr ies of  the  Six-fJation  Ini t ia t ive

and others.

Hungary i t se l f ,  in  Auqust  1987,  a t  the  Internat ional  Conference on the

Relationship between Disarmunent and Development, proposed that consideration be

qiven to es tabl ishing a  disarmament  agency effect ively to co*rdinate  procedures

for  the  in ternat ional  ver i f ica t ion of compliance wi th  disarmament  agreements ,  to

use  avai lable  means and methods of  moni tor ing disarmament  and mil i tary  act iv i t ies

subject to control and to promote peaceful cooperation  among Statee.

We warmly welcomed the interest expressed by Member States at the third

special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament on the subject of
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(Mr. Tbth,  Hungary)

t h e  rolr o f  t he  Uni ted htionr i n  the  f i e ld  of  verification.  We atand bY t h e

opin ion  tha t  the  ibar and proporalr  put forward in  di f ferent  foruma on that acore

could be a ureful rubjrot for consideration. That is why my delegation, as a

co-smnaor,  s u p p o r t s  draf t  r e s o l u t i o n  A/C.1/43/L.75,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  i d e a  t h a t

the Seoretary-Qeneral  be requested to undertake ,  with the  aaaietance of  a  group of

qual i f ied  governmental  exper ts ,  an in -depth  rtudy of the  ro le  of the  Uni ted  Rat ions

i n  t h e  f ie ld  of  vorifioation.

At the  same t ime,  we regret  the  fact  that  in  the  course of the  prepara t ion of

that  draf t  resolut ion an opportunity to take in to  account  some legi t imate

considerationa related to  the  refleotion  of ear l ier  proposals  haa been missed.  We

are of the opinion that any step towards reeking the real ization  of ideas

Concerning  the  ro le  of  the  Uni ted  Nations in  the f ield of ver i f ica t ion should  be

based on a balance of opinions and interests and be directed towards achieving a

real  consensus .

My delegation hopes that the undeniable merits of draft resolution

A/C. 1/43/L. 75 and of t.he  ideas contained in it  will  generate broad support,  paving

the way for  pract ical  work on their  realization.

T h e  CHAIRMANJ  I  n o w  c a l l  u p o n  t h o s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h a t  w i s h  t o  e x p l a i n

t h e i r  v o t e  b e f o r e  t h e  v o t i n g  o n  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n s  i n  c l u s t e r  1 2 .

Mr.  FRIED5GDORF  (Uni ted Sta tes  of  America) J The Uni ted  Sta tes  has

always been f i rmly of  the view that  effect ive ver i f icat ion arrangements  are  an

essent ia l  requirement  i f  arms l imitat ion and disarmament  are  to  be real ,  v iable

instruments for enhancing security, i n t e rna t i ona l  s t ab i l i t y  and  peace .  We  a r e

therefore  grat i f ied that  th is  view is now shared by pract ical ly  tne ent i re

international community, including those with a long record of oppoeinq it .
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(Mr. Friedersdor-f,  United States)

We also welcome the fact that the subject of verification is now on the agenda

of the anoral Assembly and that, under the able and dedicated leadership of

Ambassadcr  lioche of Canada, the Disarmament Commission was able to develop a set of

g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e 5  of  ve r i f i ca t i on .

The Uni ted Sta tes  great ly  apprecia tes  the in teres t  in  the  subject of

ve r i f i c a t i on  shown  by t h e  sponeors  o f  d r a f t  r e so lu t i on  A/C.1/43/L.75. At the 6ame

t ime ,  we  have  grea t  d i f f i cu l t i e s  w i th  t ha t  d r a f t  r e so lu t i on . The  pos i t ion  of  the

Uni ted  Sta tes  i s  tha t  any veri f icat ion arrangements , inc luding  thoee that  might

provide for  a  Uni ted Nat ions  role , must be developed and agreed upon by the

nego t i a t i ng  pa r t i e s . We do not therefore see how the Secretary-General can

under take  an  in-depth  study of  the  ro le  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  in  the  f ie ld  of

ver i f ica t ion in  the  abst ract ,  in  the absence of  any parameters  that  specif ic :

agreements  might  provide for  such  a ro le  in  ind!vidual cases.
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(Mr. Friedor  odor f , Un ited Sta br )

Consequently, we alao do not see how, in the ~irmmtancee, the participanta in the

study can provide rpecifio  reoonmmnda  tionr  for future aotion  by the Vnited  Na tiara

in  t he  f i e l d  o f  verificatiU¶.

As delegatione are aware, the United State6 routinely  opporer  programmer that

would require  rea l  increaaea in the Ulitrd Nntionr  budget . I t  ie olear from the

programme budyet  implicetions  of draf t  rerolut ion A/C.1/43/L.75,  au oontained  in

documclnt  A/C.l/43/L.S1,  that thim propoaed rtudy would entail  oonrriderahle

addi t ional  co8 t . Yet there ha8 beon  no dircusrian,  to our kncmledge,  of any

commensurate budget cutr in other area6 of the mitad Nation8 budget,  in order to

compensate for thoae acklitional  expenditurea.

We reg re t  t ha t ,  fo r  a l l  o f  there reaaona,  we are unable to support  t h e

a d o p t i o n  of  t he  d r a f t  r e ro lu t i on .

Mr.  DOLEJS  (Czechoslovakia)  5 T h e  Czechoalovak  d e l e g a t i o n ,  of  tour me,

welcomee  the  overal l  outcome of  the  conoulbt ionr  betwem the author8 of draft

r e s o l u t i o n s  A/C.1/43/L.l  and  A/C.1/43/L.2  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  emergence  o f  t he  s i ng l e

d ra f t  r e so lu t i on  A/C.l/43/L.75. Czechoelov*  la 8 trcmgly euppor  tr 8 trict

veri f icat ion of  arms contro l  and dirarmamsnt  agreementa.  We aleo support  and are

in teres ted  in taking par t  in  the  e labora t ion of the  proposed  in-depth  e tudy of the

role  of the  Uni ted  Nat ions  in  the  f ie ld  of verifica  tiar.

We are  of  the  opinion tha t  in  ieauer  of such a hi*ly eenaitive  and canplex

nat r e  t h e  a c t i v e  partici~tion  o f  a l l  groupe o f  Statis ie unoonditionally

required . In  o rde r  t o  be  e f f ec t i ve , therefore, any draft resolution addreeeing

verifice tion should expreee in a politically  balanced form the fundamental

consensus of all groups of State6 and ,  na tu ra l ly ,  of  t h e  authcxo of  major  proposala

o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .
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Unfortunately I that 16 not the cam with regard to tha lart preamkrlar

paragraph of draf t  resolut ion A&1/43/L.  75,  which  appearr to  ua to  be  c lear ly

unbalanced, thereby leading to doubts ar to the draft resolution am a whole, a8

well as to the degre* of flexibility that we can expect in the future.

We regret  that  i t  was not possible  to  reach aqrarmmt  in  tha t  regard,  which we

bel ieve  should  have been a relatively rimpko tark. Our  &legat ion ,  t he re fo re ,

wants  to  put on record  our reservat ion on the  lart  prea&ular  paragraph.

Regretful ly ,  it ie only  wi th  that reservation tha t  we oan support the draft

r e s o l u t i o n  befare u s  a t  thie session.

The CHAIRMANI  Before YA take action on draft resolution8  in  th is

cluster , I  s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  i n f o r m  t h e  Colanittee  t h a t ,  t h e  rpomors  o f  d r a f t

rceolutic 1s A/C. 1/43&l  and A/C.l/43/L.  2, respectively, do not wirh to press t’ ose

d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n s  t o  a  vo te . Therefore ,  we shal l  not take any action on them.

The Committee will  now take action on draft rerolution  A/C.l/43/L.  53. The

d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  i n t r o d u c e d  by the  reprerentative  o f  t h e  t i l t e d  S t a t e s  at  the

27th meeting of the First Committee, on 4 November, and hae the following

sponsorsr  Auetralia,  Aus t r i a ,  Canecoon,  Canada ,  Cololabic,  Cos t a  Rica,  C&e

d’ Ivoire,  Czechoslovakia,  Denmark ,  &ua&r, E l  Sa lvador ,  Finland,  F rance ,  arman

Wzocra tic Republic, Federal  Republ ic  of  Germany,  Greecci,  Hungary,  Iceland,  ItalYr

Japan, Morocco,  Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Peru, Philippinea,  Poland,

Portugal ,  Ftomania, Samoa,  Sierra  Isone, Spain ,  &eden,  Thai land,  Turkey,  United

States, Uruguay and Zaire.

T h e  wonsore of  the  dra f t  r e so lu t i on  have  expremred t h e  wieh t h a t  i t  be

adopted WI thout a vote. &y I  take  it tha t  010 Corwmittee  wisher  to  ao t  acco rd ing ly?

Dra f t  r e so lu t i on  A/C.l/43/L.  5 3  was  adomted.



The CHAIRMANI We will now take action on draft toSOlutiWl

A/C.  1/43/b,  7 5. The programme budget  impl ica t ions  of  the  draf t  resolut ion are

contained in dooument  A/C. ‘1/4 3/L.  81.

The draf t  resolut ion  was  in t roduced ‘ly the  representa t ive  of  Sweden at the

41et meeting of the First Committee, on 17 November, and has the following

sponsorr: Argent ina,  Austral ia ,  Austr ia ,  Bahamaa, Belgium,  Botswana,  Bulgar ia ,

Caneroan,  Canada, Colombia, Coats Rica, Denmark, Finland, France, Pledera  Republic

of Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, India, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Netherlands, New

Zealand, Norway, Portugal ,  kmania, Samoa,  Singapore,  Spain,  &eden,  Thai land,

United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay and Zaire.

The  aporreors of  the  draf t  resolut ion expressed the  wish tha t  i t  be adopted by

the Committee without a vote. However,  a recorded vote has been requested.
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A recorded vote was taken,

I n  favourr Afghanistan, Alqrr la, Angola ,  Argen t ina ,  Aurtcalia,  Austria,
Bahamaa,  B a h r a i n ,  Bangladerh, Barbadoo, Belgim,  B e n i n ,  Bhutan*
Bolivia ,  Botrwana,  Brazil ,  Brunei Darurralam, Bulgaria,  Burkina
Fa80, Burma, Burundi ,  Byelorursian  Sovie t  Socia l i s t  Republ ic ,
Cameroon,  Canada, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China,
Colomb is, Congo I Costa Rica,  C&e d@Ivoire,  Cuba, QPrW
Czechorlovak ia, tkmocratic  Kampuchea, Dem%zratic  Y&man,  bnmar  kc
Dj ibouti, Ilominican R e p u b l i c ,  ECuador,  @yptt E t h i o p i a ,  Fiji,
Finland, France, Gabon, [irrman Democratic  kpublic,  Cbrmany,
Fiaderal l&public  of, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana,
Hungary ,  I ce l and ,  Ind ia ,  Indoneria,  I ran ( Is lamic  &public o f ) ,
I r a q ,  Ireiand, Israel, I t a l y ,  J a p a n ,  J o r d a n ,  Kenya, Ku-it, Lr,
People’s  [)rmocratic FLpublic,  Lsotho, Liberia,  Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya,  Irrxemboucg,  Madagarcar,  M a l a w i ,  Helayria, Marldivest
Mali, Malta, Mauritania, Mexicor Mongolia, Morocoo,  Mozambique,
N6pa1,  Mtherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nicrr, Niqoria,
Norway, Qnan, Pakistan, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Poland,
Portugal, Qatar , Roman la, Rwanda, Samoa, Saudi Arabia , Senegal,
Sierra bone,  Sinqapore, Somalia ,  Spain,  Sr i  Lanka,  Sudan,
Suriname, Swaz i l and ,  Sweden ,  ‘i’hailand,  ‘fbqo, Tunisia,  Turkey ,
Wanda, Ukrainian Soviet  Socia l i s t  Republ ic ,  Union of Soviet
Social iet Republics, United Arab Bnirates, United Kingdom of
Great  Bri ta in  and &rthern Ireland, U n i t e d  Republic o f  finaania,
Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam,  Yemen, Yugoslavia, 2aire, Zambia,
Zimbabwe

Aaa inst I Uni t ed  S t a t e s  o f  Anerica

Abets in in98 None

Draft resolution A/C. 1/43/L. 75 was adopted by 130 vote6  tL’,  -1,.

The CHA .rHMP,i’l I shall now call upon thoee  reprcaenbt  ives who wish to

OXplain t h e i r  vote o n  t h e  d r a f t  resolution  just. a&>pted

Mr. KENSIN (United Kingdom) c I should 1 ike to expbin  the United

Kingdom’s  vote  cln  draf t  resolut ion A/C. l/43/1.75, concerning ver i f ica t ion in  a l l

i ta aspec  ta.

The United Kingdom voted in favour qf the draft resolution because w conrider

that  an indapth study in to  the  various aspecta of  ver i f ica t ion would be  usef\ll.
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Muover,  I should 1 iko to make alear that the Wited Kingdom coMiders  that,

i n  aoaxdanae  w i t h  prinoipla  1 3  of  the Dirarmanmnt  Ccmunirrion’r  d r a f t  p r i nc ip l ea  of

veriffoatfon,  verffioation is a  matter fo r  State6 dfreotly oonaerned  and  is most

efkotivo when i t  ir treaty-mpooilio.
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caa trido orgrn itr t* - 1a mry ba involved in verifiomtion  of agrrrmonts  only at

the rqueat of, and with the l xplioit approve1  of, all Strtor partire to the

agreammt cmcwnod. Further,  rub-prrrgrrgh ( a )  o f  the rixth pratiular p a r a g r a p h

o f  draft rorolution  A/C.l/M/L,IS  rtater Ulrt rgroemonte  rharld p r o v i d e  tat t h e

par tioipa tion of par tioa, dirootly  or throua  mitrd Nation8 orgrna,  in the

vorifioation proarm. Thr United Kingdom believer  that, provided the rquirementa

of pc inoiple 13 are fulfilled, organirationr  other than the Lhitod Na tione  and

8ta ter par tier mi!#at all) broom involved in vet ifioa titm of dirarmamnt

a~ormorrte,  a0 l ppropiatr to the rpoifio agreement, for l xamplr, organizations

rot up by thr Stater partiar for that purpom.

The  rtudy to  bo rrtabliehod  by thir draft ro ro lu t i on  w i l l  c l e a r l y  be an

impor tan t onr, We look forward to being able to play our part.

Hr. NABARKIN  (ulion  o f  8ali.t goaialirrt  k p u b l i c r )  ( i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  f r o m

Rur8ian)r  In Septrmber 1987  the Soviet Union put  forward the idea of  ertabliahing,

under United Na tionm aurpicer ,  broad intotnational  machinery for  veri f icat ion of

agreemenb,  in order to lawor tenrion, a&ieve arm limitation and monitor armed

conflict3  i n  v r r i o u r  r e g i o n r .

At the third special rerrion  sf the Osneral  Aarembly devoted to diesrmarwnt,

the  8aviet  Ulion,  together with  the People’6  Ibpublic  of mlgar ia and the

Ceechorlovak  Socialist  Republ ic ,  rubmitted  a document  abntaining  proposal8  that

gwe concrete form to that idea and the rtsger for itr implementation in practice.

We beliove  that initiative by l ocirlimt oountrior  ir in line with the proposal of

the  81x-Retion  Ini t ia t ive  and with thoao of other  oountriea.

The 8oviet  Uologrtian  rogrotr that the rponrorr  of draft resolutim

A/C.l/43/L.75,  retorting in the final preambulrr prragra*  to poporale  made by

rpaoiffc uountrler,  did not agree to inaludo a roferonce to the initiative put
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forward by Bulgaria ,  Carchom.lwrkia  and the  Sovie t  mfon. In  our  view,  that

refumal did laot p8r take of the 8pir it of oo-opr  ation that ham prevailed at thim

serrion.

Neverthelo88,  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  genrr a l ly  poritive tone  of dra f t

rero lu t ion  A/C.l/43/L.75,  the  Swiot delegat ion  voted  in  favour of it. The  d ra f t

te8OhtiOrl  mhawm that effor ta towardm joint ver ifiaation  masure  with the

involvement of the United Nation8 am a centre for co-ordinating the activities of

State8 to maintain intarnational  paace and recur ity are becoming an important trend

of our time.

Mr. MORRISON (Canada) s Canada went along with the adoption without a

vote  of  draf t  rerolut ion A/C.V43/L.53,  on  oompliance  wi th  agreement8 on arm8

limitation and dirarmamnt,  becauee we were oonvinced  by the text, which indica  teh

t h a t  o o m p l i a n c r  18 a  mat te r  o f  interert  and conaern t o  a l l  t&n&err,  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d

Nation8  could play a role in that regard, and that no distinction  la made between

the  ro le  of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  wi th  rempect  to bi la tera l  agreement8 and its tolv

with  respect  to  mul t i la ter  al agreements ,  and,  fur ther  ,  because according to  th i s

draf t  reeolut ion the  General  A8eenUy  would :rrk t he  Sec re t a ry -Gene ra l  t o  eBaiB  t

State8 Member8 of  the  Uni ted  NatiOnB in  thie  regard. Tn o t h e r  word8, t h e r e  ia a

ro le  for  the  United  Nat ions  in  et  for t8  to encourage strict  compl iance  wi th

agr eemen t8 . We are encouraged by tha  adopt ion of thie draf t  reeolut ion and by the

agreement. of all  delegation8 with it8 tecmo.

Mr . EOROV  (Bu lgar la) s Bulgar is was among  the sponsor 8 of the or iqinal

d r a f t  ttsolution  o n  v e r i f i c a t i o n  i n  all itB a8pCtBr  d o c u m e n t  A/C.l/43/L,lr ttt is

was an express ion of  the  impor tance  my country  a t taches  to  the  ques t ion of

v e r i f i c a t i o n . That warn under lined in my delegation ‘a con tr ibu tion to the general

debate  in  th is  Commit tee  on  26  Ocbber  1988.
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The Bulgarian delegation dscided  to join in sponsoring draft resolution

A&1/43/L,  7 5  ns w e l l ,  m i n c e  ita t e x t ,  i n  i ts  s u b s t a n t i v e  par t s ,  re f lec t s  a l l  the

elements of the ,.riginal draft resolution, A/C. 1/43/L. 1. When considering our

p o s i t i o n ,  hrkevet , we heritated somewhat on the interpretation of the last

xeambular paragraph. Having in mind the mignificance  of the issue and the

importance of reaching the broadest pommible conmenmum on it, we decided to join in

eponmoring draf t  remolut ion A/C,1/43/L.75  on the  c lear  unders tanding that the  f i rs t

part of the final preambular paragraph, which readmt

“Taking note  of al l  proposals  that  have been put forward in  the  f ie ld  of

verification by bmber Sta tern”

includes also the proposalm introduced by Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and the Soviet

Union at the third special semmion  on dimarmament, contained in document

A/B-IS/AC l/15.

My delegation hopem that on the bamis of that underetandinq my country will  be

a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  consideration  o f  t h e  ieeue o f  v e r i f i c a t i o n  a t  the

United Nations and to contribute to the proposed study.

The CHAIBMAN:  We have thus concluded our action on draft resolutions in

c l u s t e r  12

We turn now to draft resolutions in cluster 11.

Mre. SECRET (France) (interpretation from French) c Am we proceed to tact

a decision on draft reeo!.ution A&1/43/L. 61/Bev.  2, I wish to stat& my delegation’s

posi t ion ,  and  i n  pa r t i cu l a r  t o  B t r e e e  t h e  s p i r i t  i n  w h i c h  t h i s  text  WPB Bubmitted’

by my country along with Austria, Belgium, Canada,  the  Federal  Republ ic  of Cktmany,

Greece, Hunqary , Italy, bland, Spa in and Sweden.
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I l hall bmgin by recalling  that the rubjwt is not a now onen  two yoarr ago

the QInsral kmembly aQpted by a largr majority rorolution 41/H E on

aonfidonce-building meamurem and conventional dimarmament, immediately after the

adoption of the Final Document of the ltockholm  Conferonce, on 16 September 1986.

8inco than,  thora ham been mmjor progrrcm  mmong the 35 States participating in the

Canforonam on 8ecurity  mnd Co-pmration in &rope (O3QE),  am they have IKW begun

the final phama of the work, at Vienna. That will br followed imnediatoly  by

continumd  nagotiationm  on ccnfidmnce-building marurrm and a new round of

negotiationr on conventional  l tability. We OM now ray that thing8 have begun to

mre forward, the Gmnrral  Ammombly  oannot remain milrnt in the taco of those major

devrlopmtm.

The trxt of draft rrmolution A/C. 1/43/L, Bl/Rev.  2 im ~011 known: the Committee

ham witneuod the three mtagom in itr evolutions f irrt aa document A/C. 1/43/L. 61,

than am L. 61Aev.l and finally am L. 61/&v. 2, which is the result  of very broad

conmultationr conducted, first mnd foremomt, among aountriem participating in the

cBCi2  prooerr.
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In describing the effort we hare all made, I should like to note that we opted

for  brevi ty  and bal4nca. In the end, it l eemed preferable to a&erg to brosd

trends and n o t  go i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  of  prac t i ca l  mrym and meanr,  i n  o r d e r  n o t  t o

interfere with the negotiation8 under way at Vienna mm well am to take into amount

the preferences of oountriom  outride Europe that are not par ticipm ting in thOm&

t4lkm.

In  tha t  connect ion  I  should  l ike  to  draw a t ten t ion  to  the  own-minded  rpi r  i t

demonmtrrtrd by a l l  the  countr ies  prrticipting,  tiich  enabled  us to arr ive a t  the

text of draft resolution A/C.1/43/L.61/Rev.2,  and I should  like to thank them 411.

In  abort,  we  fee l  thrrt t h a t  t e x t  e n a b l e s  t h e  U n i t e d  N4tionlr t o  g ive

appropr ir ta approvrl  to the impetus generated by the Vienna meetings. As my

delegation noted a month ago in the general debate, thie is 4 historic

turning-point. I ahould like to el,ltiamize  that the mmndatee  laid down will make it

poss ib le  to reduce gradual ly ,  but vary concrete ly , the  militsry  confronts  tion  that

ham dominated the history of the European continent for more than 40 years and

hence Eset-Weat  re la t ions  as  a whole . The movement begun 15 year 8 ago at Helm ink i

c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e e r  f ru i t . Haw can  we  fa i l  t o  m e n t i o n ,  i n  tha t  connectiorr,  t h a t  1 0

yesrs ago,  at the  firnt Bpcial  seseion  of  the  General  ABBetily devoted  to

disarmament,  i t  warn  the  Preeident of the  French Republ ic  who proposed  the  conveninq

of a diearmament conference in Europe.

At  the  Sam t i m e ,  t he  d ra f t  remolutian  i n v i t e s  o t h e r  oauntr  iee a n d  o t h e r

regions tie take account of those developnents. Y e t  it ie n o t  o u r  i n t e n t i o n  t o

suggest any tranepomition OC come  hard and fast European model. Every country and

every region murt  be the judge of the moat appropr ia te waym and meOne  of reducing

military wnfrontation and increaming confidence, The dr aft aocor ding1 y emph 49 iz 9~

tha t  epeci fit r eg iona l  carditionm  a re  dec i s ive . N o n e  t h e  less, t h e  present  d r a f t
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ralolution,  whiah ir oonarrnrd with aonf idonoo-  and roaurity-building  moaIureI and

conventional  dirarmrmrnt  in Uropo,  har a univorral  oharrotir  and irr a further rtrp

forward in thr very fruitful dirauuionr  oonductad  at the third rgroial roarion  of

the anoral Alrembly drvoted to dirrrmamant.

For all of thorn raa80nmt  wo fool that draft rrrolution A/C.l/43/L,61/Rev.  2

should be adoptad  by thr F’irrt Committao  by aonranrur.

Tha CHAIRMANJ The Qmmittoa will now take aation on draft

rrrolution A/C 1/43/L,  61/Rovl 2. The draft rrrolutiorl,  intraduood by thr

rrprrrontat ivo of Franue , ha8 the following rponorr J Aurtria,  Bolgiun,  Canada,

Frame, thr Ibdoral  bpublio  of drrmany,  Grrroo, Hungary, Italy, Poland and Spain.

Th8 rponrorr of the draft rorolution  have axprrurd thr wirh that it bo adoptrd by

the Conunittmo  without a vote. If I hoar no objootion, I  rhall  take i t  tha t  the

ca’unittm wi8h.8  t o  rot aaoordingly.

Draft rarolution A&l/43/L. 61/Rev. 2 wa8 adopted.

The CXA~ANJ  I now oall upon thorn dahgatiOn8 wirhing  to make

8tatemrntr  in exploration of vota aftrr the voting.

Mr. SHARAA  (India) I My drlagation ha8 arkrd to rprak to explain briefly

ita paeition on draft rrrolution A/C. 1/43/L. 61/Rev. 2, on confidence- and

security-building moa8ure8 and oonventional  dirarmament  in Europet which har just

been adopted without a vote. Whorear  my delegation har always EitrO88ed  it8 belief

that  nuclear  dirarmmrnt 18 the prapondrrant  area in the procree of di88rmaMntp  it

aho recogniaor  the importanor of conventional  dirarmamrnt,  which ie the subject of

the draft rerolution,  and particularly in Eurom, which h88 by far the greatest

COnCentration Of 8UGh arm8 Of any ragion.

OparatiVe  paragraph  3 of thr draft rerolution  ir an invitation to other State8

to take mearurrr  to rnhanar  their rouurity. We believe that here the e88ential

minimum Condition8  at@ rrcognition  of differing regional wnditionr and
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&aracterirticar and  of t h e  p r i n c i p l e  tha t  progroee  can  on ly  br mrrde on t h e  brain

of agreementa freely arrived at amerng  the State8 of the yogion  ooncerned.

T h e  f i r s t  p r e c o n d i t i o n  pertairm to  the  averall r i t u a t i o n  i n  a  g i v e n  r e g i o n ,

and t h e  o t h e r  to  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  neceraary  amng State8 pa r t i c i y  t i ng  i n  t he

proceee. The exis t ing  formrlatiar in  operat ive  paragraph 3 referu to  the  former

c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  b u t  n o t  to  t he  l a t t e r , I t  ir o u r  b e l i e f  thak such a n  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n

i s  un ive r sa l l y  accep t ab l e , tha t  i t  har alro found expreraion  in  the  Final  Document

of the  f i r  at specia l  sess ion of  the  &nor  al  Acrrembly  devoted  to  dirarmamsnt  and

that it is indeed the baair of the disarmament dialogue in Europa

We h a v e  j o i n e d  i n  t h e  oonmensus  on  t he  d r a f t  rerolutiar  i n  ti.- be l i e f  t ha t

operative patagta ph 3 ie to be so ir, ter we ted, although we would have weloomed a

complete  formulat ion that  would have made that  c lear ,

Mr. KOTEVSKI (Yugoslavia) I In expla in ing our vote on the dra f t

r e s o l u t i o n  juet adOptQd  I  s h o u l d  l i k e  tc p o i n t  o u t  t ha t  Yugos l av ia ,  aa a

non-aligned and European country, i s  m o a t  d i r e c t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in a l l  q u e s t i o n s

cancer  ning confidence- alTd secur i tye-building  measures and conventional disarmament

in Europe. We have act ively  par t ic ipated in  the  Conference on Sscurity and

Co-opera t ion  in  Europe  (CS(3E) process  f rom i ts  very beginning and have sought  to

make a construe  tive contr ibuticm  to the current Vienna CSCE followup meeting0

We have therefore  careful ly  studied draf t  resolut ion A/C.1/43/L.61/Rev.2.

M o s t  o f  i t s  p o s i t i o n s  r e f l e c t  o u r  views o n  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  cf affairs i n  t h e

negotiations on conf idetnce- and secur ity-building mealrur  ee and conventional

disarmament in Europe, and we fully support them. k!y de l ega t i on  hae  t he r e fo r e

jo ined in  the  consensus  on  the  draf t  resolu t ion ,

However, t h e  d r a f t  r e s o l u t i o n  j u e t  a d o p t e d  s e t s  f o r t h  certa in  p o s i t i o n s  that

are  in  l ine  wi th  the  b loc  approach to  conf idence- and aecur ity-building measures
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and conventional diearmaent in Eurcipm,  whioh we do not fuUy ohare. We have

pointed out that during informal negotiationr oonduotad  with the prinoipal rponrorr

of the draft cerolution, we maintained that the approaoh ret forth in the third

preambular paragraph on

“8eCutity and rtability in &rope through thr establiahmnt  of a atable,

secure  and verifiable balance of conventional armod foraor at lower levellr  ”

@hould  be rttengthened by alear refetenae to oonventional  diratmanmnt  aa *he way to

inareare  recurity  and atability in Europe. In other word@,  what we need are t f irrt

of all, concrete nmaeuroo  in the field of conventional  dirrarmamrnt  and, in our

opinion, that should  have been alearly  reflected in the draft rerolution.
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In our view the Vienna follow-up meeting of the Conference on &curity an,1

Co-opration  in  Europe  (CSCB)  mu8t s t ress  the  complementary  nature  of the efforta

within the framework of the CSCE  process aimed at both building confidence and

Recur ity and establish inq stabil i ty as well aa sch iev ing disarmamsn  t in acops in

o r d e r  t o  l e s s en  mi l i t a ry  con f ron t a t i on  and  enhance  security fo r  a l l .

Mr .  NUtiZ-MOSQUEBA  (Cuba) ( i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  f rom Spanish)% My de legat ion

atta&es  great importance to resolution A/C.V43/L.61/Bev.2,  ai& we have just

adopted  wi thout  a vote ,  given the  specia l  nature  of the  European regiar.

Rgarding operat ive paragraph 3, whi& i n v i t e 8  a l l  S t a t e s  t o  adbpt a p p r o p r i a t e

measures ,  my delegat ion bel ieves  that th is  should  be accomplished taking into

account  the  haracter  istics of each region and with  the  par t ic ipa t ion  of al l  the

in t e r e s t ed  S t a t e s ,  a s  sta ted  a t  t he  f i r s t  spec i a l  s e s s ion  o f  t he  C&neral  Assembly

devoted to disarmament in 1978.

T h e  CBAIBMANt We  have  now ooncluded acticn cn a l l  t he  d ra f t  teeolutionr

before  us .

Before adjourning the meeting and ,  a l though cur  work cont inues  for  the  next

several days on other sub jet ts,  beginning with Antarctica on Monday, having

concluded our wcr k cn disarmament items, I want to say just a word concerning th is

phase of our work and to express my very deep appreciation to the Committee for the

s p i r i t  of  c o - o p e r a t i o n  i t  h a s  d i sp l ayed  and , indeed, the pcogrees that we have been

able to make.

The wor ld  i s  not  saved in  a  day and I  do  not  th ink any of  us  expected tha t  the

Commit tee  in  i t s  f ive-week sess ion would  turn  the  world  around,  but  i t  ie evident

that  we have made  a oonstructive  cont r ibut ion  to  an  improved in ternat ional

a tmosphere  and re la t ionship .

You wi l l  recal l  tha t  when we  s tar ted our  del ibera t ions  many of us  noted  tha t

the  cont inuing improvement  in  East -West  re la t ions  and the  a l levia t ion of  regional
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conf l ic ts ,  coupled with the  recovery of ccnfidence  in  the  Unibd  Nat ions  it8Olft

was a very good and aomawhat new atmosphere that will allaw the United Nations and

its various Committees and organs to work in a pcaitive way.

I t  ia evidant  tha t  in  th is  Commit tee  we replaced confronta t ion  wi th

cooperation  and rhetoric WI th pragmatism. That does not mean that we achieved

per feet agreement for indeed we did not, but we made aome progress and I believe

t h a t  t h e  non-confrartatiaral  and  r e l a t i ve ly  rhe to r i c - f r ee  atmosphere  tha t  preva i l ed

d i d  narrcw the  d i f f e r ences ,  and  a  con t i nua t i on  i n  t ha t  direction by  &he Cormnittee

wil l  pave the way fur  even more resul t -or iented draf t  resolut ions  in  the  fu ture ,

We had more consensus draft reaolutiona this pat than previously, and on

those issues where consensus eluded us, we will just have to try a little harder to

show g rea t e r  f l ex ib i l i t y . We still have aoma distance to go before we can all

speak with one vo!c’e on all  the aapucta  of the disarmament agenda, with all their

ter r ib le  complexities,  bu t  I bel ieve  that  there  i s  a  grCkJing  percept ion  of our

commcnly  shared cb jectivea,

As Chairman I felt that we were moving forward and that we had made progress.

We had several hiqh mments in the course of our woe  k and I should  perhaps note

that  we reversed a  t rend that  had been developing for  submit t ing ever - fncreas inq

numbers  of  draf t  resolut ions . two years  ago 77 draf t  proposals  were aubmittx&

Last year there were 79 and this year, even wi th  the  addi t ion  of  three  new i tems on

the agenda, we had 75.

We adopted a  to ta l  of  65 draf t  teaolut iona and two draf t  decia iona.  A

r e f l e c t i on  o f  t he  sp i r i t  i n  ou r  Commi t t e e  t h i s  yea r  i s  t ha t  we  ha8 27  d ra f t

proposals  adopted wi thout  a  vote ,  compared to  25 las t  year ,  not  a great  difference,

b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a  d i f f e r ence  i n  t he  r i gh t  d i r ec t i an .
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Progr eaa was also made in the area of merger a. H e r e ,  y o u  may r e c a l l ,  I  r a i d

when we introduced the programme  and bull t more conrultation  time into it l o that

there would be time for the consultations that are neces8ary,  we did achieve

something very concrete. We developed merger 8 in at leant five impor  tan t areaa)

n a m e l y ,  ver i f i ca t ion ,  a rm t ranefera , cbjective in fo rma t ion  o n  mil i t a ry  mattera, a

n”zLear  arms freeze and outer apace. I be l ieve  that  everyone tecognioer  that  those

are critical areas and for us to have been able, through the procerr  of gooaill,

p o l i t i c a l  d e s i r e  a n d  conaultationa, t o  p r o d u c e  mrged  d r a f t  roaoluticnr  i n  those

ar eaa, is a dist inct  acoompliehment  for  the  Commit tee  and I  ccngratulata  al l  those

who were involved.
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I believe, Mr. Under-Secretary-General, that we have given your department

more work. We know that the Department for Disarmament Affairs is now going to be

charged with a number of studies, which creates a major challenge to you qnd your

associates. For there will now be studies on arms transfers, on nuclear weapons

and on verification; there is an ongoing study cn chemical weapons and two

mini-studies under the aegis of the Department, one on a dcnuclearized zone in the

Middle East and the other on scientific and technical aspects of the arms race.

Those additional tasks that we have entrusted to Lhe Secretariat of the

Department for Disarmament Affairs, which is, as we know, one of the smallest Units

in the entire Secretariat, testify to the confidence that members repose in the

Secretariat and in the Department.

It certainly pleases me that we were able to make a concrete expression of our

appreciation of the Department through the letter that was sent on behalf of the

First Committee to the Chairman of the Fifth Committee, in which we said that the

resources devoted to the Department for Disarmament Affairs must be commensurate

with the mandate we are entrusting to it.

I hope that the trends that have developed - trends towards a better

atmosphere; a move towards greater pragmatism in the Committee; a clear-cut desire

for more mergers; the achievement of greater consensus - though we still have a

long way to 93; a focussing on important subjects for study; the manner in which we

have taken on new and important subjects and highlighted them here; the question of

dumping radioactive materials in Africa being given study for the first time - a

new agenda item on which I believe we need to r fleet more deeply; the treatment

that was given the preparation for the review conference on the non-proliferation

Treaty to be held in 1990; the consensus on the critical area of chemical weapons;

the draft resolutions adopted by consensus by the Committee, all of this has been a
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man i f e s t a t i on  o f  the  Committae’e  ccncern  fo r  appcoachinq  i m p o r t a n t  s u b j e c t s  i n  a

positive and forward-look inq way.

Probably, no subject has caught our imagination as much as the draft

resolut:on on ar rm tranr;fers. T h a t  i s  a n o t h e r  d i f f i c u l t  a n d  d e l i c a t e  s u b j e c t  t h a t

was part of the mergers that took place, and  I  be l i eve  i t  i s  a  r e f l ec t i on  o f  ou r

concern  that the  ques t ion  of  arm t ransfers  be  given a  new,  global  v is ibi l i ty  on

the way to thcl  development  of a better system for reqis ter inq and reducing  such

t rans fe r s .

I  conclude on the note of clear optimism which I brought to the Committee,

following the wor Id-wide consul ta tCons I conducted dur inq the summer. I  brought  a

note of hope, I sensed that there was a kind of L ebuildinq stemming from the third

special cession of the General Asserrbly  devoted to disarmament, which had a

less-than-happy ending. T h a t  s e n s e  o f  r e b u i l d i n g  p e r s i s t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  s e v e r a l

weeks.

As I say  farewell  to those  wt.0  are  leav inq and “see you Mnday” to those who

are s taying, I wish everyone well. I  bel ieve that  the  Commit tee ,  th is  year ,  has

e v e r y  r e a s o n  to f e e l  a  c e r t a i n  s e n s e  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to

building a more secure and stable world.

The met ing rose  a t  5 .15 p .m.


