
United Nat ions 

GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY 
THIRTY-FOURTH SESSION 

Official Records • 

~ ~ •
1\1BR/\~Y 

~ 2 1979 

UN/SA COLLtCTIQ,N 

VERBATIM RECORD OF THE 22nd MEETING 

FIRST C0t1HITTEE 
22nd meeting 

held on 
Tuesday, 30 October 1979 

at 3 p.m. 
New York 

Chairman: Mr. KOCHUBEY (Ukrainian SSR) 
(Vice-Chairman) 

later: Mr. HEfBURN (Bahamas) 

CONTENTS 

DISARMAMENT ITEMS 

AGENDA ITEMS 30 TO 45, 120 AND 121 (continued) 

General debate 

Statements were made by: 

Mr. Sallam (Yemen) 
t~. Ibrahim (Ethiopia) 
Mr. Diarra (Mali) 
Mro Tetowala (Togo) 
Mr. Arsov (UNESCO) 

• This record is subject to correction. Corrections should be sent under the 
signature of a member of the delegation concerned within one week of the date of 
publication to the Chief of the Official Records Editing Section, room A-3550, 
866 United Nations Plaza (Alcoa Building), and incorporated in a copy of the 
record. 

Correctwns will be issued after the end of the session, in a separate fascicle for 
each Committee. 

79-74129 

Distt·. GENERAL 
A/C.l/34/PV.22 
31 October 1979 

ENGLISH 



NR/mb/km A/C.l/34/PV.22 
2-5 

The meeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m. 

AGENDA ITm~s 30 'T'O 45, 120 AND 121 (continued) 

GENERAL DEBATE 

Hr. SALLA~1 (Yemen) (interpretation from Arabic) : Mr. Chairman 9 since 

you have asked us not to offer you our congratulations, I shall refrain from 

doing so. I will merely say that your presence in the capacity of Chairman of 

our Committee is evidence of the importance of small countries in the United 

Nations. 

The very essence of the existence of the United J\Tations and its principal 

role, as is stated ln Article 1 of the Charter, is to maintain international peace 

and security. The attainment of that goal is without any doubt impeded by the 

arms race and 1v-ar preparations. That is why general and comnlete disarmament and 

the establishment of economic and social conditions which -vrill ensure the 

survival of man on this planet are in accordance with the hopes which the peoples 

place in the United Nations and constitute an obligation under the Charter and 

a responsibility of Hember States. 

Yemen has always follmred >v-ith interest this vital question of the present 

era 9 namely technological progress and the arms race. \!e followed the proceedings 

of the tenth special session of the General Assembly, -vrhich was devoted to 

disarmament and in which nuclear and non~nuclear States took part. A year and 

a half has elansed since that special session, and the peoples of the world 

expect soon to see the end of the arms race and of the industries of 1var. The 

difficulties that we see today in the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks and 

which are due to the lack of trust between the two super-Powers demonstrate 

the desire of those Powers to continue their com-petition to achieve 

superiority in armaments. Nevertheless, the signature of the SALT II 

agreement has given a new impetus to the negotiations and led people to hope 

that mankind may soon be rid of the spectre of -vrar. 
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After the Second World War a new era began, that of the development of 

new sources of energy, and this led to the appearance of tte atomic age and 

the nuclear blocs. One of the characteristics of this era is that certain 

countries have attempted to monopolize that nuclear energy. The nuclear Powers 

acquired control of the production of that energy and that enabled them to 

use it for the purpose of aggression, contrary to the aim of its development 

for peaceful purposes in the interest of man and his well-being. Those States 

tried to exploit nuclear energy for the purposes of manufacturing weapons and 

this resulted in the creation of hotbeds of tension in many parts of the 

world and to wars and armed conflicts between two countries or among several 

countries. 

The halting of the arms race and efforts to achieve progressive 

disarmament have become an urgent necessity because of the t>conomic and social 

conditions of the peoples, especially in the countries of tht> third world, 

where tens of millions of people are living in poverty and suffering from 

disease. Consequently, any reduction in expenditure on armaments and 

diversion of the money saved to economic and social development of the peoples 

concerned will further the chances of economic and social progress for all 

mankind and will contribute to the establishment of a New International 

Economic Order. 

In this connexion I should like to mention the first practical steps 

and the subsequent measures that my country considers necessary in order to 

arrive at complete nuclear, chemical, biological and conventional disarmament. 

First, all the nuclear States, and in particular the two super-Powers, 

must have the political will to encourage the process of detente throughout the 

world. Secondly, nuclear-free zones must be established, especially in areas 

which are centres of tension in the present circumstances. Thirdly, a 

convention on the non-use of force in international relations should be signed. 

Fourthly there should be an attempt to reach an international agreement, 

subscribed to by all nuclear Powers and those Powers which are trying to gain 

access to nuclear weapons, to cease the production of those destructive weapons 

and to divert production towards peaceful purposes; fifthly it is necessary to 

respect the principle of non-intervention in the domestic affairs of States 

and to refrain from creating regional axes linked to great-Power rivalry. 
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The Governments of the non-aligned countries, which called for the 

convening of the tenth special session of the General Assembly, devoted 

to disarmament, reaffirmed their position in this respect at the Havana 

Conference last September. The Final Act proclaims the following: 

nThe Conference reaffirmed the adherence of the non-aligned countries 

to the objective of general and complete disarmament •.. the Conference 

called for the urgent implementation, within a specific time-frame of 

the Programme of Action, particularly of the nuclear disarmament measures 

the Conference reaffirmed the central role and the increased importanee 

of the United Nations in the realization of the objective of general and 

complete disarmament ... the Conference called upon all non-aligned countries 

to take an active part in and contribute to the work of the United Nations 

Disarmament Commission and the Committee on Disarmament the Conference 

welcomed the decision to hold a second special session of the United Nations 

General Assembly devoted to disarmament in 1982 . . . the Conference noted 

that the arms race is incompatible with and contrary to the efforts directed 

to the establishment of the New International Economic Order. 11 

(A/34/542, paras. 217, 218, 220, 223. 225) 

My delegation here wishes to express its apprehensions and misgivings 

concerning the areas which are meant to be nuclear-free and the areas where 

military competition is rife, especially the region of the Indian Ocean and 

its natural extensions such as the Red Sea and the Middle East. As regards 

the Indian Ocean and its natural extensions, the head of my delegation stated 

in the General Assembly on 11 October: 

"As a member of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean entrusted 

with its preservation as a zone of peace, my country wishes to reaffirm 

its opposition to any military presence or any agreement in the area of 

the Indian Ocean and its natural prolongations like the Red Sea." 

(A/34/PV.30, p. 41) 
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My country, which has achieved internal stability and has a democratic 

climate, two essential factors for the radical transformation of the social 

structure of any country, wishes to live in security removed from any military 

rivalry in the Indian Ocean and the Red Sea, so that it may be able to 

concentrate its efforts on the building of a Vemeni society based on social 

justice, territorial integrity and the unity of Vemen as a country and people. 

On that basis we feel that resolution 2832 (XXVI) which proclaimed the Indian 

Ocean a zone of peace must be implemented and that all military bases and all 

types of nuclear presence must disappear from that area because of the 

implications of that sensitive strategic zone on navigation, both regionally 

and internationally. We reaffirm our conviction of the need urgently to 

convene a special conference on the Indian Ocean with the participation of 

countries which are permanent members of the Security Council. 

As for the Middle East, disarmament is here bound up with the right of 

peoples to self-determination. Indeed, the Palestinian people is fighting, 

together with the other Arab peoples, to liberate its land from the occupation 

of the Zionists who are attempting to develop their nuclear capacity. The 

first reactor was built by the Zionist entity in 1958, and that reactor, 

Nahal Sureik, was lmilt with the co-operation of the racist regimes of 

South Africa and Rhodesia. 
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Furthermore, the Zionist entity succeeded in stealing certain quantities 

of uranium in 1966, 1968 and 1969, as anpears from the reports of the Central 

Intelligence Agency (CIA) on Israeli nuclear armament, published in 

September 1974, in order to obtain what it still needed to acquire the 

nuclear weapon. 

The Zionist entity is at present co-operating with the racist regime 

Lf South Africa in the field of nuclear armament and in the military field 

in general. Several agreements between the two regimes were signed in 1976 

for the purpose of increasing military co-operation and the exchange of nuclear 

expertise. As can be seen from two reports concerning the Special CcEJmittee against 

AF.rtheid published by the Ur:.ited ITo.ticns in 1976, tLe Sc..u~h Africc..n rcc:ine 

requested weo.r;cns end ccJ.uir:cent to the value of 100 nillion rand frcn Israel. 

That co-operation between the Zionist entity and the racist regime of 

South Africa is compatible with the inescapable truth that the Zionist entity 

and the South African regime are the two sides of the same coin, and that 

coin is racism. That is why my delega·cion supports the proposal by Iraq that 

the question of Israeli nuclear armament be put before the General Committee 

"lvith a view to its discussion at this session, because it is such an important 

question not only for the Arab nation and the liberation Governments in Africa 

but also for all States which hope for a world of peace and stability. 

The Yemeni and all other peace-loving peoples long for the day when the 

word "war 11 will disappear and all hotbeds of tension and sources of conflict 

brought about by exploitation and hegemony will be eliminated for ever. 

Let us then hasten the convening of a world conference on disarmament which 

will go beyond declarations and adopt practical measures to fulfil the 

aspirations of mankind. Let us make 1979, the International Year of the Child, 

the beginning of a new era in which future generations will sing of peace 

and love. 
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l1r. IBRAHH1 (Ethiopia): Ten years ago, ln 1969, the General Assembly 

declared the 1970s to be a 77 Disarmament Decade 77 
o Among the acenda items 

that we are now considering we find item 34, entitled ;:Consideration of 

the declaration of the 1980s as a disarmament decade;'. This current session 

of the General Assembly could thus be considered the closing of one 

disarmament decade and the beginning of another. It is thus appropriate to 

take stock of the gains and losses of the first such decade and to sl~:etch our 

hopes and expectations for the second. 

To begin affirmatively, the arms control agreements concluded in the 

1970s must be viewed as encouraging in comparison with any other period in 

the past. Among these accords are the Treaty on the Prohibition of the 

Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and other Weapons of Mass Destruction on the 

Sea-bed and the Ocean Floor and in the Sub-soil Thereof, the Convention on 

the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stocl:piling of Biological 

and Toxin Weapons, the Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other 

Hostile Use of Environmental Modification Techniques and the Strategic Arms 

Limitation Treaties between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the 

United States of America. 

The 1970s have also seen hopeful prospects and possibilities for progress 

in disarmament opened in connexion with the deepening and consolidation of 

international detente that has already led to positive changes in the entire 

system of contemporary international relations. Last year the General Assembly 

held its first special session devoted entirely to the problems of disarmament. 

The consensus Final Document of that special session laid down the foundations 

and the guidelines for a new approach to the pressing issues of disarmament in 

the Declaration of Principles, Programme of Action, and lvlachinery for the 

complex disarmament process. The tenth special session was also the first 

occasion in the history of our Organization on which non-governmental 

organizations and research institutions, such as the Stockholm International 

Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), addressed the General Assembly on the global 

issues of peace, disarmament and development. Their participation has raised 

the hope that international public opinion could be mobilized to exert the 

much needed pressure on the life-and-death issues of disarmament. 
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Since the special session on disarmament was held towards the end of -the 

first Disarmament Decade, the Final Document also gives, in its very 

introduction, the following most authoritative stock-taking of the gains and 

losses of the Decade: 

"The Disarmament Decade solemnly declared in 1969 by the United 

Nations is coming to an end. Unfortunately, the objectives established on 

that occasion by the General Assembly appear to be as far away today 

as they were then, or even further because the arms race is not 

diminishing but increasing and outstrips by far the efforts to curb 

it. \<lhile it is true that some limited agreements have been reached, 

'effective measures relating to the cessation of the nuclear arms race 

at an early date and to nuclear disarmament' continue to elude man's 

grasp. Yet the implementation of such measures is urgently required. 

There has not been any real progress either that might lead to the 

conclusion of a treaty on general and complete disarmament under 

effective international control. Furthermore, it has not been 

possible to free any amount, however modest, of the enormous resources, 

both material and human, which are wasted on the unproductive and 

spiralling arms race and which should be made available for the 

purpose of economic and social development, especially since such a 

race 'places a great burden on both the developing and the developed 

countries' . 11 (resolution S-10/2, para. 4) 
I have quoted paragraph 4 of the consensus Final Document in its entirety 

because, in our view, it indicates in summary the frustration and 

perseverance, disappointment and determination, wastefulness and deprivation, 

futility and vision, and, above all, promise and hope. The Ethiopian 

delegation views that single paragraph as a perfect summary to the extent 

that, on the one hand, it characterizes the manner in which the international 

community is closing the first Disarmament Decade and, on the other, it 

constitutes the bridge towards the second decade to be devoted to the same 

urgent and pressing issues of disarmament. 
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The world has survived a whole decade of unprecedented and, indeed, 

absurd arms race, particularly in the nuclear field. It may not be as lucky 

in the coming decade unless a more determined effort is exerted by the 

international community as a whole to translate into practical terms the 

provisions of the Final Document and to proceed along the path of feasible 

and effective international agreements in the infinitely complex field of 

disarmament. 

At the outset, the Ethiopian delegation -vrould venture to underline 

the 1980s as promising. This optimism is based on a combination of factors, 

foremost among which is the increasing possibility that the newly 

established negotiating and deliberating bodies will be used with greater 

efficiency in the quest for global peace, security and social and economic 

development through effective disarmament measures to be adopted stage by 

stage, with each stage bringing us closer to the ultimate objectives of 

general and complete disarmament under strict international control, and 

the creation, establishment and consolidation of the New International 

Economic Order. 
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As vas so ably reported ~n an earlier meeting of this Committee by Ambassador 

Garcia Robles of liexico, the Committee on Disarmament has succeeded, in the first 

year of its Hark, in dravr:i_ng up its mm rules of procedure and a detailed 

programme of 1-rorl~. The substantive items that 1-rere considered by the Committee 

durinc; the year, as reflected in its report (A/34/27), include: nuclear test-ban~ 

cessation of the n1.;.clear arms race and nuclear disarmament; prohibition of 

chernical "I·Teapons _ prohibition of ne1v 'I·Teapons of mass destruction, including 

radiological "I·Teapons; and the so-called nec;ati ve security assurances to the 

non~nuclear~-vreapon States ac;ainst the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons. 

It has been repeatedly affirmed that the nuclear arms race poses the greatest 

danger for manldnd 0 consequently, the General Assembly has assigned the highest 

priority to the cessation of the nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament. It is 

therefore very encouraginG to note that vThat may be called a breakthrough has been 

attained in 1979 that seems to bring negotiations on the crucial issues of r:.uclear 

disarmament 'lvithin the frame>vork of the Committee on Disarmament. My delegation 

'lrelcomes vi th satisfaction and hope the proposal to undertake negotiations on ending 

the production of all types of nuclear -vreapons and gradually reducing 

the existing stockpiles until they have been completely destroyed, on the basis 

of the.: 

:
1strict observance of the principle of the inviolability of the security of 

~tates and the interest of peace throue;hout the uorld. :: (CD/4, p. 1) 

He commend the group of socialist States, Hhich includes a major nuclear-1-reapon 

State, for hav:i.ng submitted such a positive and important proposal which could 

enable and greatly assist the multilateral negotiat:i.ng body to tackle the rr.ost 

urgent and pres sines problem the uorld is facing today. 

Socialist Ethiopia also uelcomes with satisfaction the joint proposal of the 

Soviet Union and the United States on the salient elements of a treaty to prohibit 

the development, production, stod::pilinc and use of radiological weapons which, we 

hope, toget~1er ui th de::tlin~~ vi tll the c:eneral nroblem of nevr types of weapom: 

of mass destruction, could very well marl~ a record of achievement for the Committee 

on Disarmament and indeed for the General Assembly during the early years of the 

cowing decade. 

International concern over the question of the prohibition of chemical -vreapons 

predates not only the Corrmittee on Disarmament and its predecessors, but also the 

United Nations itself. The concern of socialist :::I:thiopia over this vital disarmament 
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issue ~s also very Hell-lmmm. Indeed, the tenth special session of the General 

Assembly stressed that the conclusion of a convention to prohibit the development, 

production and stockpiling of all chemical veapons is one of the most urgent tasks 

of multilateral negotiations. Hhile reconfirming the urgency of international 

action in the area of chemical ueapons, the General Assembly, at its thirty--third 

recular session, Also asked the Committee on Disarmament to undertal\.e nee;otiations 

on such a treaty or convention '7as a mattter of high priority 01 (resolution 33/59A, 

paragraph 3). The achievements of the year, hmrever, did not go beyond the review 

and appraisal of the USSTI·-United States joint report on progress in the bilateral 

negotiations on the prohibition of chemical weapons, as well as a nU111ber of other 

working papers submitted to the Committee on Disarmament. This latest report by 

the parties to the bilateral negotiations, which declares that they will do their 

best and present a joint initiative to the Committee on Disarmament as soon as 

possible, is very encourac;:i.ng and perhaps signals a real possibility for the 

conclusion of a convention on chemical -vreapons 1-rithout further delay. 

Parallel to the disarmament nec;otiations that tool\. place in the Committee on 

Disarmament, the United lJations Disarmament Commission, having finally overcome 

its de !_acto extinction, held its first substantive session in i'Iay and June of this 

year and adopted by consensus recorr~endations relating to the elements of a 

comprehensive program..rne. of disarmament. Fe are sG.tisfied to note that the components 

of the comprehensive prot:;ramme, as shmm in the Commission's report (A/34/42), are 

~n accord 1v:i.th the priorities set by the tenth special Assembly session, and that 

c;eneral and complete disarmament is vie-vred as an ultimate objective towards Fhich 

the international community should strive in the expectation that each partial 

measure vill lead to another, increasing in the process mutual confidence and 

the impetus for success in the next phase. 

I should like to turn no'i·T to two items before this Committee vrhich are of 

particular importance to my delegation, to the continent of Africa and, indeed, 

to the entire membership of the United Nations, namely the questions of cessation 

of m1elear weapons tests and the strengthening of the regime of the Treaty on the 

J.Ton-Proliferation of lJuclear 'iJeapons o 

Hy delegation is convinced that an early conclusion of a comprehensive test-ban 

treaty would constitute a very important step towards the cessation of both vertical 

and horizontal proliferation of nuclear weapons o Regrettably, hm-rever, all the 

evidence points in the direction of continuing nuclear weapons tests, gravely 
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jeopardizinc the viability of the Non~Proliferation Treaty. Last year at the 

thirty .. third session of the General Assembly, the delegat:i.on of socialist Et:.1iorda 

reiterated, as in previous years: 

"its ardent hope that the tripartite negotiations between the Soviet Union, 

the United Kingdom and the United States will resolve the outstandinc; i:3sues 

of verification that have impeded proc;ress and that before lone; a draft 

treaty on a comprehensive test ban 1-r:i.ll be submitted to the ... Committ,'-'!e on 

Disarmrunent, for the multilateral negotiations necessary for its universal 

application r·. CI1/C .l/33/PV. 39, pap~_l7) 

lToth:i.ng can be more disappointinG to my delegation than noting the absence of 

meaningful progress on a subject so important as this and on vrhose urgency several 

resolutions have been adopted in the past by the General Assembly. 

A subject closely related to the cessation of nuclear weapons tests and the 

non--proliferation of nuclear weapons is the establishment of nuclear vreapon-free 

zones and zones of peace. Ever since the General Assembly endorsed, in 1965, the 

Organization of African Unity's Declaration on the denuclearization of Africa, this 

item has been constantly on the ac;enda of this Committee and numerous resolutions 

have been adopted. Yet, 1-d th every intention of frustrating the legitimate 

asp:i.rations ancl the firm resolve of the African peoples, the racist Pretoria regime 

is noH fully equipped to produce a 1vide range of conventional and nuclear weapons as 

a result of the military, technical and financial assistance it has been receiving 

and continues to receive, unfortunatelyj from its Hestern partners. These 

dengerous developments in southern Africa, and particularly the emergence of a 
1racist nuclear bomb', represent the gravest situation :i.n the ·world today, a 

situation in vrhich the struggle against rHcism, apartheid, colonialism and 

exploitation has become inextricably linked 1rith the struggle for peace, detente 

and, indeed, the very survival of humanity itself. 

The serious and immediate threat 1-rhich racist South Africa's nuclear capability 

nmr presents to vrorld peace and in particular to all African States can hardly be 

over~-emphasized. The real and present danger is that the apartheid regime, armed 

"lvith nuclear Heapons, could, in its dc:or, r· tion, unleash a major regional vTar which 

could :r::>recip:i.tate a global confrontation. This First Committee of the General 

Assembly, entrusted as it is w:i.th international security and disarmament, 

must not fail to chart a specific course of action calling for an immediate and 

effective measure to prevent the racist regime from pursuing its disastrous course. 
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In this connexion the Ethiopian delecsation commends the Special Committee 

agai11st Apartheid for the many activities it has undertaL:.en this year, and 

especially for having organized the United Hations Seminar on Nuclear Collaboration 

witi1 South _\frica, the report of Hhicll appears in Security Council document 

S/13157 of 9 March 1979. 

The denuclearization of Africa is also a matter closely linked to the 

demilitarization of the Indian Ocean ~ a subject "Yrhich is of equal concern 

to socialist Ethiopia. The struggle to transform the Indian Ocean into a 

zone of peace is a struggle of the littoral and hinterland States to preserve 

their independence, soverei~nty and territorial integrity, and to resolve 

their political, economic and social problems under conditions of peace and 

tranquillity. It was in full realization of these immediate and long-term 

fundamental interests that the Monrovia Summit of the Organization of African Unity 

and the Havana Summit Conference of the non-aligned countries adopted declarations 

once again calling on all States to maintain the Indian Ocean as a zone of 

peace free from the arms race, particularly in its nuclear aspect. He, 

therefore, earnestly appeal to all the nuclear-weapon States and the major 

maritime users of the Indian Ocean to participate with the littoral and 

hinterland States in the Hork of the expanded ~~ Hoc Committee and to facilitate 

the convening of an international conference on the implementation of the 

Declaration on the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace. Such a decision on the part 

of all concerned 1wuld, we believe, strengthen confidence, allay fears, defuse 

tension, demonstrate e;ood will, and instil positive attitudes and practices 

in the 1vorld politics of the 1980s, which would certainly require more prudence 

than ever before. 

Mr. DIARHA (I1ali) (interpretation from French): DisarLlament is one of 

the problems that has been of concern to humanity for decades. But the use during 

the last world 1var of weapons having a destructive capacity unsuspected until then, 

and the perfecting, proliferation and stockpiling of such weapons have confronted 

mankind with a complex choice, but one vrhich is easy to define, namely, either to 

put an end to the insane and r1'.inous arms race or to nove inexorably tov.ards 

its ovvn destruction. 
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That is why the General Assembly~ more than 20 years ago, reflecting the 

anxiety of the international community 1rhich w'is still shaken by the terrible 

consequences of the Second vlorld War~ advocated general and complete disarmament 

under international control. In that context it declared a Disarmament Decade. 

vle are noH at a time of stock-taking, of ascertaining whether the road we 

have travelled on the path of disarmament offers reason for hope or whether we 

should accept the sorry fact that we are only indulging in verbal disarmament. 

We can greet uith satisfaction the agreements arrived at on the prohibition 

of certain weapons of mass destruction. He can also congratulate ourselves 

on the fact that many conferences and technical meetings have been held at 

the international level, the most important of which by far was the tenth 

special session of the General Assembly. My delegation feels that that session 

1-ras a significant cross-roads in the historic undertaking of disarman1ent. 

That session had the advantae;e of benefiting from the participation of 

eminent political leaders of our day, all of whom emphasized the dane;ers 

threatening us. The session thus contributed to arousing world-Hide mrareness, 

for after all disarmament is the concern of all the peoples. 

Apart from the psychological advantage, the tenth special session had 

the merit of establishing two important organs, one ~f deliberation and one 

of negotiation. The first of these organs, the Disarmament Commission, during 

its session in llay and June of this year devoted itself to defining the 

elements of a comprehensive programme for disarmament. The second organ, 

the Committee on Disarmament, which replaced the earlier Conference of the 

Con~ittee on Disarmament, held its first session under promising signs, since 

it was quickly able to adopt its rules of procedure and a progra1nme of work. 

There is reason to hope that this nei·T Con~ittee will make a significant 

contribution to the second special session of the General Assembly to be 

devoted to disarmament, which is to be held in 1982. 

Added to the hopes aroused by the tenth special session of the General 

Assembly was the signing of the SALT II agreements. My country attaches 

great importance to that event, even though its fulfilment still calls for 

sustained efforts. 
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The proclamation of Disarmament Week, which is about to end, also 

is a significant step. During that week, in accordance with the nrovisions 

of resolution 33/71 D, States were invited: 

"to carry out, through the dissemination of information and organization 

of symposiums, meetings, conferences ... effective measures to expose 

the danger of the arms race, propagate the need for its cessation and 

increase public understanding of the urgent tasks in the field of 

disarmament ... ". 

On the occasion of United Nations Day, my country took a number of steps 

in the field of public information on disarmament in compliance with the 

provisions of that resolution. 

Although the results that I have just outlined are encouraging, they 

are still meagre when we consider the extent of the task still to be 

accomplished, since they only place us on the periphery of disarmament. 

It is regrettable to note that the more progress we make in the elaboration 

of theoretical solutions, the more we see the appearance and accumulation of 

new weapons. 

The nuclear weapon States and those possessing the technology necessary 

to manufacture sophisticated armaments have not responded to the many appeals 

of the international community and continue their disastrous activities of 

accumulating weapons, which nothing seems able to stop. 

The most recent statistics estimate at more than $400 billion the sums 

swallowed up annually in the world in armaments expenditures of all types. 

We can be sure that this figure will soon be exceeded since there is nothing 

to indicate a trend towards reduction. Such a waste is unjustified when 

we know th~t its purpose, which is to ensure the military superiority of one 

nation over another, will only make more certain the dangers of a world 

conflagration. It is more necessary than ever for States to commit themselves 

to reduce their military budgets. The theory of the "balance of terror" has 

shown itself not to be the best way to guarantee international peace and 

security. 
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More than ever, the international community must devote itself to taking 

action to strike at the very roots of the arms ::ace. To that end, we must 

bend every effort in the United Nations to establish an atmosphere of trust 

in international relations. It is such an atmosphere of trust that has 

allowed the countries of the third world to reach a number of agreements. 

Thus, the Organization of African Unity proclaimed the denuclearization 

of Africa. That decision, reflected in several United Nations resolutions, 

indicates the willingness of Africa to make its contribution to the 

non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. It is a decision that was endorsed 

by our Organization. 
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Unfortunately, on 22 September last South Africa has, in carrying out 

a nuclear explosion ln the atrnosnhere, once ac;ain given proof that it did 

not intend to respect that decision along 1-1ith all the other decisions of 

our ~rge:nization. He most fin1ly condemn that nuclear test, vhich constitutes 

a direct tllreat not only against Africa but, what is even more serious, against 

mankind as a -vrhole. \Je similarly condemn all forms of scientific and 

technical co-operation that have thus allowed the irresponsible 

Pretoria recime to acquire the nuclear Hea:pon. 

In the niddle East, the Arabs have also proclai111ed their desire 

to live in a nuclear~>.;reapon-free zone, ln spite of the threat posed to thei!l 

by the Zionist State of Israel -vrhich, in close co~operation uith South Africa, 

lS also tryinc; to acquire the nuclear -vreapon. 

The desire of the States of South Asia to establish a nuclear~1v-eanon-free zone 

lS also deserving of support. 

The 'rreaty of Tlatelolco demonstrates the determination of the countries 

of Latin fuaerica to remain free of nuclear weapons. ~y deleeation notes that Powers 

outside the region have signed this Treaty, and it expresses the hope that 

their example will be follovred. 

As can be seen, the third world has actively committed itself to the path 

of disan1ament. However, my delegation believes that general and complete 

disarmament -vrill beco111e effective only under international control. 

In this connexion it is fitting to note the decision tal:en by the 

l':'ederal Hepublic of Germany to open up its cheHical plants to international 

verification, There is now 11roof that the activities 

of these plants do not include the manufacture of chemical weapons. 

The danger of a world conflagration does not arise from the 

manufacture and stockpiling of nuclear \·rea:;?ons alone. It also lies in the 

installation and the Emintenance of foreign military bases in other countries 

as well as in the creation of military blocs. 

\lith regard to foreign 111ilitary bases, Mali has as a non-alie;ned country 

always firmly spoken out against their installation in other countries not only 

because they stand in the way- of the normal evolution of the peoples concerned 

but also because they are incorapatible with any policy of disan11ement. 
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Concerning military blocs, I shall refer to the words of 

the Hinister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of I1ali, w·hen he saicl: 
1

' ••• my country often preaches prudence regarding regional or 

sub-regional military projects or even defence pacts bet1v-een countrieE 

that, vhile beloncing to the same geographical area certainly, are often 

lint:ed bil2~terally to Powers out side Africa. He must alvays bear in mind 

that any military bloc with links, hmv-ever tenuous, vrith Pavers outside 

Africa can only lead to the creation of a new bloc) without taking into 

account the fact that a defence pc\Ct, whatever precautions are tal\:en, 

is al1vays perceived as machinery for warfare against one State or 

group of States. 

'
1That is -vrhy the Republic of ~lali, fully concerned with developmet1t, 

the only guarantee of stability in our States, reiterates its political 

and lec;al commitment never to attack any state, even less a 

neighbouring one, and to give full fraternal assistance to any State 

in our region -vrhich r,~ay be the victim of an attack.' 1 (A/34/PV.27, pp. 36 and 37) 

The urgent need to malce progress to1-rards disarmament cannot be 

over-emphasized, for on th:'~t depends the maintenance and the streng"':;hening 

of international peace and security. 

J:lr. T:L;TO\IALA (Togo) (interpretation from French): ~Jr. Chairman, 

comnlying with rule 110 of the rules of nrocedure, I shall refrain from 

extending to you the congratulations of the Togolese delegation upon your election. 

Hevertheless, I shoulcl like to express our satisfaction at the remarkable 

way in which you have been ~uidin~ the work of the First Corr~ittee. 

You may rely fully on our co-operation. 

The First Ccw~ittee is this year once again quite nroperly devotinG 

the greater part of its deliberations to disarma~ent, one of the most crucial 

problems of our time. Ensuring the security of mankind through 

disarmament seems indeed to constitute the greatest challenge to the international 

community not only in view of the dangers inherent in the arms race itself 

but also because of the unacceptR~ble squanderinD; of hc.:.nan and naterial resources 

that it entails. 
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It must be freely admitted that, 34 years after the Second Horld Har and the 

founding of the United Nations, the proBress achieved by the international 

community in order "to preserve succeeding generations from the scourBe of war" 

and maintain international peace and security is far from encouraging. It 

-vras to face up to the senseless risks inherent for mankind in the arms race, 

with particular relevance to nuclear ueapons, that last year the tenth special 

session of the General Assembly was convened. Sixteen months later the efforts 

exerted within the United Nations as uell as by Member States individually 

in order to implement the decisions contained J..n the Final Document seem 

a priori to be insignificant. However, far from falling prey to the kind of 

pessimism to ivhich any analysis of practical measures aimed at halting and 

reversing the arms race gives rise, my delegation expresses the hope that the 

international community will redouble its efforts towards attaining the goal 

of general and complete disarmament under effective international control in 

a -vrorld where international peace and security would prevail and a neH 

international order be on the way to realization. 

My delegation has follmved with particular attention the first session 

of the Committee on Disarmament, the multilateral negotiating body which was 

renewed by the tenth special session of the General Assembly. The fact that 

in a relatively short time the Committee \vas able to do what the Conference of 

the Committee on Disarmament had failed to do in 17 years, namely to prepare 

and adopt a complete set of rules of procedure and decide on its agenda and 

programme of work, leads us to hope that its future work devoted to substantive 

questions will be positive. For that to happen, it will be necessary for the 

nuclear Powers, -vrhich bear particular resnonsibility in ndters of 

disarmament, to demonstrate more good>·rill. 

My delegation vishes to express its serious concern at the slmr pace 

of the negotiations on chemical weapons as welJ as those on the treaty on the 

general and complete prohibition of nuclear tests. vle believe that these 

questions should, in vie-vr of their importance for the survival of manldnd, 

co®nand the overriding attention of the members of the Committee on 

Disarmament, especially the nuclear Pavers. 
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In the lon:~ ancl difficult path to-vmrds general and complete disarmament, 

every first step should be uelcomed 1rith relief and hope - relief at seeinc; 

the t1w great nuclear Powers finally embarJ;:inc; upon the right path towards 

disarmament and hope at seeing disan::aeent being pursued and accelerated in 

co-operation uith the other nuclear Pmrers and under international control. 

That is 1.rhy ue welcome the conclusion of the SALT II agreements, 

which, once ratified, vrill, we hope, pave the 1vay tovrards the conclusion 

of neH abreements on substantial reductions in nuclear Heapons. 
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Conversely, in a forum which deals specifically with the problems of 

the establishrr£nt of regional nuclear-weapon-free zones and the 

non-proliferation of nuclear weapons throughout the world, how could I pass 

over in silence the recent news according to which South Africa is reported to 

have exploded a nuclear device? Pending the appearance of the report of the 

Secretary-General on this subject, called for by the General Assembly, my 

delegation wishes to recall that the African States have for a number of years 

warned the international community about the fact that, -vri th the assistance of 

certain Powers which are Members of our Organization, the minority racist regime 

in South Africa was preparing to introduce nuclear weapons into the African 

continent so as to threaten the security of independent African States which 

are fighting against its policy of apartheid. In that respect, it should be 

be recalledrthat the Orc:anization of African Unity and the United Nations 

have regularly called for the denuclearization of the African continent 

and specifically of southern Africa and the Indian Ocean. It is therefore 1vi th 

profound bitterness that we once again observe the contempt in which South 

Africa holds the resolutions of our Organization. 

This news casts an entirely new light upon the need to strengthen the 

security of States which do not have nuclear weapons against the use or the 

threat of use of nuclear weapons. \Te are gratified that a special worldng 

group has been instructed by the Commi t:tee on Dis armament to conduct 

negotiations relating to negative guarantees designed to work out effective 

international arrangements. 

He would likewise wish to express our satisfaction that, in application of 

resolution 33/71 J, which my country joined in sponsoring, the Secretary-General 

has set up a Group of Governmental Experts charged with studying the technical, 

legal and financial implications of establishing an international satellite 

monitoring agency. In an international context whele distrust and tension 

prevail between States, we value highly the preliminary conclusions of the 

Group of Experts,-vrhich 

" ••• fully recognized the valuable contribution which monitoring by 

satellites could make to the verification of certain parts or types 

of arms-control and disarmament agreements" (A/34/540, para. 23). 
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'T'he Group B.lso 

" appreci at eel the positive role that satellite moni taring could 

play in preventing or settling crises in various parts of the world 

and thus contributing to confidence-building ar:r1ong nations" (ibid.). 

As is stipulated in the Introduction to the Final Document of the tenth 

special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, 

" ••• security, which is an inseperable element of peace, has ahravs been one 

of the most profound aspirations of humanity11 (resolution A/S-10/2, para. 1). 

Another fundamental concern of the modern -vrorld which is also indissolubly 

related to peace is undoubtedly the economic and social development of 

nations. The close link -vrhich exists between disarrr1ament and development 

is evident since, by being incompatible -vrith the efforts made to set up a 

New International Economic Order whi ell wi''ll be less iniquitous, the C',rms 

race constitutes a thoughtless and ruinous waste of human and material 

resources. Once liberated, within the context of disarmament, those resources 

should be transferred to the economic and social development of peoples and 

thus serve to bridge the gap which separates the develo·ped from the developinf! 

countries. H'y delegation has already acknowledged with satisfaction the setting 

up by the United Nations of a group of experts instructed to study this ,lU<:Jtion. 

He express the ardent l·rish that in the near future this work vrill lead to ·che 

establishment of rnachinerv for the rechannelling ann_ tr1e transfer of resources 

liberated by dis8rrnament. 

The PRESIDENT: The next speaker lS the representative of the 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Hr. J\rsov. 

Mr. ARSOV (United Nations Euucational, Scientific and Cultura~ 

Organization) (interpretation from French): Within the framework of 

the consideration of agenda item 42 (h) on the dissemination of 

information on the arms race and disarmament, the Committee has before 

it document A/34/147 which contains the report of the Director-General of 

UNESCO called for by General Assembly resoludon 33/71 G of 14 December 19713. 

In operative paragraph 3 of that resolution, the ~eneral Assembly invited 
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the Director-General uf UNESCO to report to it at its thirty-fourth session 

on the preparations for CJ. uorld conp,ress on disRrrrement education. 

Before describing very l•riefly thP activities undertaken by UJITESCO to comply 

with the terms of that General Assembly resolution, it is appropriate first 

of all to recall th2t the general mandate of the organization in regard to peace 

and disarmament flov from the Constitution of UTTESCO. Thus the r;reamble of the 

Canst itution, in its final :r:-arapraph, defines the follm,rin,o: objective for UNESCO: 

" ••• for the purpose of advancinr-, through the educational and 

scientific and cultural relations of the peoples of the world, the 

objectives of international peace and of the common 11elfare of mankind 

for which the United nations Organization was established and -vrhi ch 

its Charter proclaims". 

In the second place, the specific mandate of tlNESCO in the field of 

disarmament was defined more clearly in a number of resolutions adopted by its 

General Conference and, more particularly, in those adopted in 1976 and 1978 

concerning the creation of a climate of public opinion conducive to 

stemmin~ of the arms race and errbnrkinp, on disBrmament. ~hose resolutions 

recognized, inter alia, that the role of education and information, and thus 

of UNESCO, was a deterrninin~ factor that had not as yet played an adequate part 

in that process. 

Finally, the specific mandate entrusted to Ul\TESCO in respect of education. 

for disarmament will be found in paragraph 107 of the Final Document of the 

tenth special session of the ('.,eneral Assernb1y as well as in parae;raph 3152 of 

the pro~ramme budget of UNESCO for 1979-1980. 

'I'hus, during the 33 years of its existence, UNESCO has endeavoured to 

act in its areas of conpetence in the ways appropriate for it - through 

reflection, research and action to strengthen peace - in close and fruitful 

co-operation with the United Nations and in pRrticular with its Centre for 

Disarmament. 

As the CorrTJittee is aw'1re, in the Final Docul'"'ent adopted at the end of its 

tenth s"['ecial session, the Gener9l Assembly of the TTnited ~~.s.ticns Rddressed 

tuo recorLmendations to u~rESCO, ~-rhich vas urfl'ed, first, 
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to intensify its activities aimed at facilitating research and 

publications on disarmament, related to its fields of competence, 

especially in developing countries, and should disseminate the 

results of such research 11 (resolution A/S-10/2, para. 103). 

Secondly, the General Assembly requested UNESCO nto step up its programme aimed 

at the development of disarmament education as a distinct field of studyn 

(ibid., para. 107), and lvelcomed the organization's plan to hold a congress 

on disarmament education. 



JVii/8/km A/C.l/34/PV.22 
36 

(Hr. Arsov, UNESCO) 

In its resolution 20 C/11.1 adopted at its tw·entieth session, held in Paris 

in October and Novewber 1978, the General Conference of UNESCO invited member States 

"to encourage the development of activities aimed at achievinc; 

the aims and objectives defined in the Final Document of the special 

session of the United Nations General Assembly devoted to disarmament 

that mic;ht be attained through education, science, culture and 

communication". 

In its efforts to encourage peace, that General Conference of UNESCO adopted 

by consensus the "Declaration on the basic principles concerninc; the contribution 

that information orc;ans can make to the strengthening of international peace and 

understanding, to the promotion of human rights and to the struggle ae;ainst 

racism, apartheir'l and incitement to uar 11 that marked an important stae;e 

ln the life of our Organization. 

At that same session, the General Conference, in approving the 

orc;anization of an international congress on Disarmament Education to be held 

in 1980, also stated that the role of education and information in that regard 

1-ras a matter of the utmost importance. As Mr. Amadou Mahtar H'Bm-r, the Director­

General of UNESCO, told the special session of the United Nations General Assembly: 

"in this essential and long-term task it will fall to education to create 

a movement of public opinion throughout the world favourable to disarmament 

and peaceful co-operation. 

" ••• 
"It is above all by contrastinc;, on the one hand, the burden that any 

war, even a potential vmr, imposes and, on the other hand, the immense 

benefits of peace, that public opinion can apply its full weight and help 

Governments to achieve disarmament". (A/S-l0/PV.6, pp. 133-135) 

The idea of a \Torld Congress on Disarmament Education has therefore been 

broached in order that Hays and means may be examined through which a fresh 

il,lpetus can be given to efforts beinG made by UNESCO as vell as by its member 

States and by various interested circles. 

The text that the Director-General of UNESCO is submitting to the Assembly 

in document A/34/147 contains pertinent extracts of the final report of the 

meeting of experts that 1vas held at Pra(;ue from 4 to 8 June 1979, follow-ing the 

c;enerous invitation of the Government of Czechoslovakia, to prepare the I'Torld 

Congress on Disarmament Education. 
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The Congress, which is to be held in the s-pring of 1980, will endeavour 

to ensure that education for disarmament will be provided but it will not 

deal with disarmament itself. It will do so by taking specific steps to 

inform and mobilize those forces capable of contributing effectively to 

the halting of the arms race and the transition to disarmament. The 

ultimate ojective of the Congress is therefore to increase the attention 

given to disarmament in the educational process and to encourage a critical 

attitude among pupils and students so that they would be better prepared to 

exercise their own judgement in respect of the issues involved. 

To attain these objectives, UNESCO will endeavour to ensure the participation 

in the work of the Congress of those responsible for educational planning at 

the national level, the leaders of teachers and youth organizations and 

representatives of trade union, religious and other organizations active 

in the field of disarmament. 

As is indicated in paragraph 24 of document A/34/14'7, which has been submitted 

to members of the Committee, the themes of the Congress will have to keep in 

mind the potential 11clientele" of disarmament education. This 11 clientele" can 

be identified as follows, in terms of the particular situations of different 

regions or countries. 

First, within the educational system attention should be paid to curricula, 

materials and content of education, but especially to the educators themselves. 

The training of educators in the spirit of disarmament should receive particular 

attention, as should the teaching of disciplines more directly concerned with 

disarmament. 

Secondly, outside the educational system efforts should be focused on 

formal, non~formal and informal education of adults and, in general, on lifelong 

education and on information and training through the mass media. 

At the end of its work, the V.Torld Congress on Disarmament Education will 

adopt a final document giving high priority to the programme and practical 

aspects of the subject. 'I'hat document in its first part might contain the 

principles and guidelines which should govern disarmament education. 

The second part of that same document cculd contain a limited number of 



JVM/8/nt A/C.l/34/PV.22 
38 

(Mr. Arsov, UNESCO) 

major recommendations aimed at developing such education. Finally, in an 

annex, place could be found for the different proposals, recommendations and 

suggestions made during the Congress. The different measures proposed 

could be addressed both to UNESCO and to its member States and to governmental 

organizations and, above all, to the United Nations system as well as to 

non-governmental organizations, to religious bodies, scientific associations 

and all those who would like to unite their efforts in the struggle for 

this cause. 

Tn submitting the report contained in document A/34/147, the Director­

General of UNESCO would be grateful for any proposal or suggestion that the 

General Assembly might see fit to make concerning the organization and work 

of the World Congress on Disarmament Education or concerning any steps 

that might be taken subsequently. 

The meeting rose at 4.15 p.m. 


