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The r1eetinr: 1·ras callEd to order at 11 a .m, 

AGEnDA ITEMS 35 ATTD 36 

nr~;:SRlTATIOHAL CO~OPERt\TIOF I~T THE P:SAC:8FUL USES OF OUTER SPACE: REPOP.T OF TE:i~ 

COI,ITHTTEE Oi'T ':LEE PEACEFUL USES OF OUTI:R SPACE (A/32/20) 

PREPARATION OF AN Ii'T'IERNA'I IOHJ\L C01JV;J:JTION OJIT PRHTCIPLES GOVI;RITETG THE USE EY 

STATES OF ARTIFICIAL I'ARTF. SATELLITES FOR DIRECT TELEVITION BROADCASTIFG: REPORT 

OF TIIIJ COMIHTTEM; ON THE PE!\C.LFUL USEG OF OUTER SPACE (A/32/20) 

In acC'ordance vith the decisior.. taken at its third 

l'leetine;, the First Committee will today beGin consideration o"f the agenda 
,; 

entitled 

i tens relatinc: to outer sp:lC e, ncunely, i te:m 35 entitled 

co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space·: and 

::Preparation of an international cor..vention on princ s governing the use 

by States of artific ea~th satellites for direct 

The report of the Com..rrli tte:: on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 

circulated and is containei in docmaent A/32/20. 

J.on broadcasting". 

has been 

In accordance with th:: practice follovred in previous years may I tr,ke 

it that it is tbe wish of the Committee to consider the t'.VO ite:ns that I have 

mentioned jointly:.on the under that those desiriq~ 

to do so may mal:e st?~tetlent s on either of them. If there is no 

objection, it will be so d 

I1 consiclerine; the ite::ns concerninc; outer space, we 

are reminded o: the out ng sc and technical accomplishrr.ents that 

\·re have witnessed dur t .1e last two decades since the of S~c:Jutnik 

twenty years ae;o in Octobe::' 1957. Since then, man has landed on the ncoon 

and rn.an~-made objects have .Landed on Venus and rlars and transmitted bacl~ to earth 

vaLmble information. The >e are indeed feats that \·re should be of. 

i'!an 1 s did not at that, and more recently the entire space 

effort has been redirected tmrards the S:Jlution of earthly probler.:1s that beset 

man::dnd. 



RG/4 

The 

A/C.l/32/PV.39 
3 

( 'rhe Chairman) 

l'Jations Corm.ni ttee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Sr)ac e ~ as 

the focal point for international co-operation in s field, has taken the 

lead ensurinc; that space science ar.d technoloc:;y vrill 

<::md at the same time take place in an orderly manner. In this on I must 

recall that was under the auspices of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 

Outer Space that the first ir.ternational treaty to space activities 

uas drafted a clecade ago. e then, the Committee h~-ts added to the c;ro;;.rinc; 

body of internatior.al lavr in this field by drafting three more international 

ir.strW'ler.ts, It is in the process of finali three others, all of vrhich 

1rill r.o doubt contribute to the elimincLtion of the threat of conflict in the 

neHest environme:1t to i·rhich nan has ventured. 

' 1e shall be consiclerin::; here the -vrork performed by the Comm.ittee on the 

Peaceful Uses of Outer e durinc the last year in s efforts at further 

advancinc; the rule of law in this field as vrell as its efforts enc ng 

the utilization of space science B.nd technology in the alleviation of some of 

the economic and social c·ri t:!.l 1vhich \·re are faced here on earth. 

I -vrish to thank .Ambassador Peter Janko-vri tsch, C 

the Peaceful Uses of Outer Gpace, who 1rill be pre the 

of the Cornnittee on 

of his 

CoDnittee to us, for the excellent 1vork performed by him and his Committee 

and its subsicliary bodies. now call on hi:-n to present to this Corru:nittee 

on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Gpace. the of the 

) , of the Conrrnittee on the Peaceful 

Chairnun, before ir.troducing the Corr~ittee's report 

I shoulc1. like first of all to thank you for your stateLler.t and the 

vrords which you directed to the Co:x:I'littee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer e. 

In my caps.ci ty as Chairman of the on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 

Space I have the customary privilege of presentinG to you and, through you, to 

Co:rmni ttee the of the Committee on the work of its twentieth session 

held last June. ll'l 

anr.iversary session took place 

so is heighter.ed by the fact that that 

Vienna upon the invitation of my Govenl:'llent. 

It also served as the occasion for celebratinG the tenth anniversary cf the 

Outer e 

is the basic 

of 1967 - -vrhich you~ Sir, have just mentioneil - a Treat·y vihic'n 

instrrunent governinr: the space activities of all nations and, 
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(i.Ir . Jankowitsch, Chairman , Outer 
Spac e Co~mittee) 

one can say , a mil estone in t he a r ea of peaceful exploration of and co- operation 

in ou1:er space . 

Hhatever proc,r ess the Col!lillittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space ca n 

repor t to this year ' s sessj on o f the Assembly, whatever progress 1.ras made 

'HO'l:=..d be unthinltable ,.,ithot.t the dili eent and tireless 1·Tork of its t ·1-1o subsidiar y 

bod ies, the Lec;al Sub- Coromhtee and the Scienti fic and Techni cal Bub-Commi ttee . 

In this connexion I should lilce to pay a special tribute and to express thanks 

and appreciati on t o t he Chcirman of the Legal Sub- Co!lllllittee, Ambassador 

fugeni usz ~·lyzner of Poland 1 who, incidentally, cel ebr ated his tenth anniversary 

thi s year as Chai rman of the L(;::;al Sub··Comrc.i t tee , and to the Chai rman of the 

Sc i entific and Technical Sub-Committee, Mr. John Carver of Australia , 

fo r their a bl e leadership . I should be rr.uch obliged if funbassador Harry o f 

~ustrali~ could convey thes e thanks to ¥rr . Car ver . My thanks also go 

to the outstandinc; Vice-Chairman a nd the Rt.1pporteur of our .'4ain Committee, 

.!Unbassador Datcu of Romania and llr . Lindenberg Sette of Brazil. 
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(Mr. Jankowitsch, Chairman, 
Outer Space Committee) 

In discussing the substance of the Committee's work this year I shall 

first turn to the main issues dealt with by the Legal Sub-Committee. 

As regards the draft treaty relating to the moon, largely completed as a 

result of previous efforts, the Sub-Committee gave priority to the principal 

outstanding issue, namely, the question of the legal regime governing the 

natural resources of the moon. The main difficulty relates to the question 

whether or not such a legal regime should be based on the principle that the 

moon and its natural resources should be considered a "common heritage of 

mankind". 

Efforts to reach a compromise solution were made again, and indeed the 

gap separating the various views seems to be narrowing. The Committee 

therefore recommended that those efforts be continued with the same priority as 

before. 

On the question of the elaboration of the principles governing the use 

by States of artificial earth satellites for direct television broadcasting, 

the Legal Sub-Committee succeeded in finalizing the texts of nine principles 

relating to some of the main issues involved in this space activity and it 

also made progress in the formulation of a draft preamble. 

The remaining principal points of contention relate to the principle of 

freedom of information and of sovereignty of States. In this context, it was 

possible to formulate a tentative text of a principle on "consultation and 

agreements between States", and in view of that progress it was hoped that 

the draft principles could perhaps even be finalized by the main Committee 

during its Vienna meeting. 

The Committee, with the help of the working group which became active 

during its Vienna meeting', indeed made progress on the wording of the above

mentioned tentative preamble and principle. Lack of time was the main reason 

why these efforts could not be completed. On account of these significant 

developments, however, the Committee agreed that the Legal Sub-Corr~ittee at its 

next session should continue to consider this item as a matter of high priority. 
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(Mr. Jankowitsch, Chairman, 
Outer Space Cor.nmi ttee) 

Furthermore~ the Legal Sub-Committee continued detailed consideration 

of the third priority item, the legal implications of earth resources 

survey by remote sensing sai;ellites and was able to complete the text of six 

more draft principles in addtion to the :"ive princ already worked out 

at session. On the wording of some of these 11 principles final 

consensus has yet to be reached. Here 9 the main outstanding issue relates to 

the whether or not or consent is for a sens State to 

conduct remote sensing over the territory of another State and to make 

available satellite remote E:ensing information to third parties. The 

Committee recommended that the question be further considered at the next 

session of the Legal Sub-Conmittee with the same priority as the first 

two :issues previously mentioned. 

The question of the 

space activities was the 

or delimitation of outer space and outer 

ect of a brief discussion in the Legal 

In tLc: cour:;e of the discussion reference was made to the 

question of the geostationa:~y orbit. Several delegations which are not 

members of the Committee we:~e the o~portuni ty to address both the 

Legal Sub-Committee and the Committee on this matter. The Committee 

recommended that the Legal Bub-Committee should bear that question in mind. 

on the eve of the tenth anniversary of the entry into force of 

the 8uter Treaty of 1~?67; the Sub-·Commi ttee a draft resolution 

on the matter, vlhich the Comm:i ttee now recommends to the General Ass for 

adoption. I have the honou:" Lerewi th to introduce this draft resolution on 

behalf of the Committee. L will be issued in document A/C.l/32/L. 9 and 

it s the importanc;; of this Treaty and calls for wider adherence 

to it. 

Let me turn nmv to the work of the Scientific and Technical Sub-Cor1mi ttee, 

which gave priority once 

satellites and to the 

to the question to remote by 

co-ordinating role to be played by the United 

Nations in s field. It ATas felt that further of the organizational. 

technical Rnd financial aspects of such activities should progress 

with consideration of the 

referred briefly before 

aspects of remote sensing~ to which I 

on the work of the Lep:al Sub-Corrmi ttee. 
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(Hr. Jankowitsch, Chairman, 
Outer Space Committee) 

will one day, like satellite weather and 

communications systems, become operational and the use of satellite data could 

become an and valuable part of national economies. International 

co-operation, for the majority of countries, will be the only cost-effective 

approach to benefiting from this technology, and it therefore seems ess 

that international co-operation be broadened. Several pre-operational space 

segments are already in operation or planned and at least one member country is 

developing an operational remote s system. 

Since it is now evident that several operational systems with quite 

different operational roles and characteristics might evolve, there will be an 

important role for the United Nations to play in encouraging to the greatest 

practicable of compatibility of such systems. In this context it was 

recommended accordingly that the Secretariat should undertake a study 

to those 

The Sub-Committee discussed a proposal to clas fy remote sensing data 

into categories based on spatial resolution, without reaching agreement on the 

concept or the need for such classification. Debate thereon will be continued 

and the has been to conduct another study on the matter. 

Discussion on the dissemination of information, based on data, remained 

inconclusive, though it was agreed that there was no or technical 

basis for a sensed State not having timely and non-discriminatory access to 

data on its territory. Several countries are already data from the 

United States LANDSAT systems and the Soviet Union has declared its readiness 

to provide data to all interested States on the basis of agreements. Such 

co-operative activities were highly appreciated by the Sub-CoiT&ittee. 

Efforts continue to be made by the United Nations and its agencies to 

utilize remote sensing data in their programmes on behalf of developing 

countries. The importance of providing adequate training facilities in this 

area, particularly to the developing countries, cannot be over-stressed. 
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The strengthening of ·~he role of the remote sensing centre at the Food 

and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 1n the area of renewable resources and the 

establishment of a centre :tt the United Nations Centre for Natural Resources, 

Energy and Transport in th= area of non-agricultural resources therefore 

seems significant. 

May I now turn to th= United Nations Programme on Space Applications 

which has conducted a grea·~ number of panels, seminars and training workshops 

in most regions of the world, with the participation of specialized agencies 

and other international or~anizations and the co-operation and assistance of 

Member States. That, as w·=ll as the training of by various 

Governments, was warmly welcomed by the Committee. The Committee thus approved 

the space applications pro~ramme for 1978 and noted the view of several 

delegations that the progr:tmme should be expanded and should receive greater 

financial support. 

Another important que>tion was before the Committee, the possibility of 

convening a United Nations conference on outer space. The Committee 

recommended in that respec ~ that a task force be set up by the Scientific and 

Technical Sub-Committee unler the chairmanship of the Sub-Committee's own 

Chairman to consider all t'1e relevant aspects. Thus the Committee will be 

in a position to come clos=r to a final decision on that matter. 
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(Mr. Jankowitsch, Chairman, Outer 
Space Committee) 

The Committee also expressed its appreciation to the specialized 

agencies for their continued co-operation and welcomed the work carried out 

at the Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station of the Vikram Sarabhai Space 

Centre in India and the CELPA Mar del Plata Rocket Station in Argentina with 

respect to which continued United Nations sponsorship should be granted. 

In this connexion, the Committee also expressed its appreciation 

to the many Member States which had provided scholarships for the study 

of questions relating to outer space. It would be impossible here to 

repeat those tributes which are contained in the report of the Committee. 

As concerns the subject of the geostationary orbit, the Scientific and 

Technical Sub-Committee should at its next session examine its physical nature 

and technical attributes and consider a relevant study to be prepared by the 

Secretariat. 

This is a brief outline of the main activities of the Committee and 

its various sub-bodies. 

Like that of few other bodies of the United Nations, the work of the 

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space is directed towards the future. 

Rather than coping with the manifold inequities of the present world 

economic and political system, the Committee is trying to arrange, within 

the political and geographical limits of its mandate, for a better and 

more just order in a world whose boundaries it is attempting to push 

further and further into space. For a Committee thus oriented, it is 

legitimate and perhaps even indispensable to examine, again and again, 

areas of future action. The past anniversary session which highlighted 

the first 20 years of its work, provided us with an excellent opportunity 

to do just that. 

Some of the issues touched upon were the role of space technology, 

particularly through the transmission of solar energy, in meeting the growing 

concern over securing sufficient energy for the world's needs without 

endangering the environmental quality of our planet. As Professor Glaser 
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(Mr. Jankowitsch, Chairman, Outer 
Space Committee) 

pu-:; in a recent study of UNITAR, the solar power satellite option 

"represents one of the mol:t promising non-depletable energy options, which 

CO'J.ld ficantly impact the global energy demands after the beginning 

of the twenty-first century 11
• 

Another subject of the future raised concerned the uses and implications 

of economical space transportation symbolized by such new ventures as the 

space shuttle which will :"evolutionize ;opace transport in the coming 

dec:ade. 

Serious thought is novJ being given to manufacturing in outer space 

by setting up permanent s:mce colonies and, more immediately, the 

establishment of space stations and space laboratories on the moon 

and other celestial bodie:> seems an even more practical possibility. 

The potential benefi ~s that such uses of outer space could bring 

all mankind, developing a:1d developed countries alike, underscore 

the need to preserve outer space, as is indeed proposed by the Outer 

Space Treaty of 1967, as ~zone of peace and to discourage everything 

vrhich could transfer the :1rms race from earth into outer space. 

These new activities in outer space, the future activities which 

have become possible, the increased volume of international co-operation 

which they will encourage, will test the United Nations and its agencies 

and challenge us to seek improvement and ref'inement of the United Nations 

machinery which is mainly devoted to the promotion of peaceful co-operation 

ln outer space. 

Over the past 20 years, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 

ace was the focal point and the centre-piece of this unique United Nations 

effort. Year after year, the Committee has approached its task in a 

spirit of responsibility, but perhaps also in a spirit of co-operation 

and compromise 1-lhich has survived periods of crisis and confrontation in 

other snheres of work of this Organization. Thus, I might reminCi. you 

that the Committee on thE Peaceful Uses of Outer Space was the first of 

a growing body of United Nations organs which agreed to take its decisions 

on the basis of consensu:: only. This >ras an early recognition of the fact, 
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'"lore wi ac than before - and now, perhaps r:Jcre accepted 

than ever - that there is an intimate connexion betveen the process of 

decision-making and the process of implementation. If the battle cry of 

the American Revolution was 11No taxation 1-rithout representation," it is 

equally important in our time perhaps to seek the co-operation of all 

those vrho are to ln United Nations decisions a 

reality. I submit that dec of this kind is not 

to the democratic process vrhich needs the occasional interchan::;e 

between majority and minority. Consensus procedures are not a ection 

of this fundamental princ They seek to make the ority a 

broader one, to rally maximuin support, thus often eli:'tinating the need 

for dissent. This is, of course, slm·rer and more al"\:ing process. 

rrhe record of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer , of s 

achievements in space legislation for one thing, is perhaps 

method uhich vre have adopted is worthvrhile. 

that this 

In dis its mandate, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 

has been eager at all times to and vi den its ties vi th 

the membership of the United Nations as a -whole, so as to 

avrareness of the universal benefits of space technology and snace s 

to a grovring number of the countries of this Organization. A Committee 

of this nature vas not intended to be and never was, in fact, an exclusive 

club devoted to the cultivation of the expensive hobbies of a fevr rich 

countries. On the contrar"J, the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 

Space >vas and remains open to the constructive dialogue 'which is so typical 

of the best in United nations work. 

Furthermore, over the past years its has v.ore than 

doubled, ru1d the last increase in membership, decided en by the General 

J'tS in resolution 3182 (XXVIII) of 18 December 1973, has been of 

spec significance, 

cmmtries an onportun 

vievr of the fact that it f:':tVe many nore developing 

to ~oin the Co:rl'l'!littee. The continuing interest 

me!nbership in the Committee is an encouragement to its members and reflects, 

we believe, favourably on the vrork of the Committee, 
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~tr. Chairman, let me 3ay in conclusion, echoing your own words 

at the beginning of this m , that it is only 20 years since 

the first Sputnik circled ~he earth and electrified the world, and 

10 years since man first s=t foot on the moon, and each year has brought 

new moments of drama in th= conquest of outer space by man. 
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The United Nations should try, as in the past 20 years, to mal~e its 

constructive contribution to this process of dramatic change. It can do so 

by projecting some of its mm principles and ideas, chiefly the ideas of 

_r;eace and international co-operation, across the new borders of mankind. 

It can do so by providing the indispensable political and lec;al frane-vmrk for 

the development of some of the most significant new forces of science and 

technology in our present world. 

The CHAIRI\lAN: I thank Antassador Jankm·ritsch, the representative 

of Austria, for his invaluable statenent. 

Hr. CEAUSU (Rollmnia) (interpretation from French): First of all, 

I should lik_e Ambassador Peter Jankowi tsch for present inc; so fully the report 

on the -vrorl~ of the Outer Space Committee and its tvro sub~-committees. 

This year marks the anniversary of tvo memorable events in the reahJ of 

space activities, namely, the beginninc; of 20 years of space activity by the 

launching of the first artificial earth satellite by the Soviet Union, and the 

tenth anniversary of the signing of the Treaty on Principles Go1rerning tl1e 

Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, includinc the 

lloon and Other Celestial Bodies. 

Durinc the 20 years of ~he space era there has been spectacular 

progress in the exploration and practical utilization of outer space. Beginninr-; 

with the mernorable event of the landing on the moon cf t:Ce first earthlings 

by the United States, these last 20 years have seen the development at an 

awesome rate of the use of space technology ln solving the economic and social 

problems of the peoples of the vorld and in improving livint; conditions on earth. 

The use of artificial earth satellites has opened up nevr prospects in the 

realm of telecommunications, meteorology, marlne navigation, remote sensing 

of the earth 1 s natural resources, forecasting of natural catastrophes and so on. 

'I'he progress that has been made gives us an intriguing e;limpse of the 

possibilities of modern science and technology, Hhen they are harnessed ln 

the service of manl~ind and not used to perfect new means of destruction. 
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Of course this scien·~ific and revolution in the realm of 

space activities has bee::1 the ivork rr:.ai::1ly of a very limited number of countries. 

!Ience the problem of brin,;ing in other countries and sharing with them the be::1efits 

of space activities ivhate·rer may be their level of development. The concerns 

and achievements of Iloman:~a ~ . the field of space activities are an example 

of vrhat can be done by a nedi um~sized country that is, hm·rever, not a space Pmrer. 

For example, my country has acquired a ste.ticn to use the Intelsat satellites 

and very socn will be assured telecc:rrllmnication links by the IN'IERSHiTNIK 

system. , my ~~ountry has developed and bec;un to put into operation 

the special prograrmne of ;wtivities for the reP'ote 

21::1d the environment by sa·;ellites and f::.~cl:'l s:r;ace 

of earth resources 

In this , it has 

been decidecl. to build a g:~ound station to receive directly and to use real-time 

data, '\vhich are necessary for agriculture, and so on. 

I~omania attaches par·;icular importance to international co~operation, the 

conviction tlcat it is cnl;r in v,·ay that developing countries will be able to 

benefit frcm the results of rrcc;ress in the field of outer space and reduce and 

eliminate the c;ap existing that field also between then and the industrialized 

countries. \ve rer;;ain con'rinced tr.at the United Nations and its s:r;ecialized agencies 

constitute the best frru:.e,;-ork for the develornent of international 

developE!ent in the realm l)f outer s:9ace and, indeed, 1n many other areas. 

, the Committee <m the Peaceful Uses of Outer has a contribution 

to make here that is of 

to the General Assen:bly 

sub-committees during thi 3 

The report that it has presented 

reflects its activities and those of its 

year. remote of the earth 

from space has bee::1 for s·:veraJ ~rears no1: the chief question considered by 

that Com.'!littee and its Sc l.entific and :"echnical Sub-Corrunittee. It is uorth 

in this connexion ohat the Committee reached the cc,nclus that: 
1;international co-,op::ration was needed as that was the cost-effective 

for acquiri 1G the benefits of satellite remote sensing for tr.e 

ori ty of countrie 3, l;.eepinc; 

countries 11
" (A/32/20, nara. 42) 

10J.ind the special needs of the 

'l'he contribution of ·~he Committee to international co-operation in the area 

of the remote sensinc; of ~he earth fror::t space does not, nevertheless, measure up 

to the es offee'ed the United lJations. It is true that in the 
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field of the specialized training of personnel and of technical assistance 

some progress has been made. At its last session, the Committee reconrrnended 

that the role of the remote sensing centre of the Food and Ac;riculture Orc;anization 

of the United Nations (FAO) in the field of reneHable resources should be 

strengthened, and the Committee decided to create at the United i'fations Centre 

for iZatural Resources, ;~nercy and Transport ( CNRCT) a centre dealinG ,,nth 

non~-a13ricul tural resources. lilllonG the functions of these centres, I should 

like to hic;hlight those of gatherinc;, cataloc;uing, filinr: e.nd interpreting 

remote sensing data and of offering those ccncerned the opportunity to consult 

such data. Hov1ever, the effect of these decisions not be '\<That is hoped 

for if the ~ctivities of these two centres are confined to the 

financial resources available. 

'rhe Romanian delegation -vrould like to point out ui th satisfaction the 

pro13ress achieved in the execution of the Cnited :'lations progran'>e on 

space applications, hcct here ac;ain the limits inposed by 

budgetal"J considerations have meant the~ this procramme has :1ot been able 

fully to meet the present and long-tern needs of the developine; countries. 

In our vievr, the principal objective of the consideration by the Cor:1mittee 

of the remote sens of the earth from space should be the preparation of 

the necessary recormnendations for settinc; up one or more operational systems 

within the United Jations frar1.eworlr for the co·~ordination of activities 

carried out in this area the specialized The Etor;mnian delegation 

supports the proposal to convene an international conference on space ions 

for the purpose of adopt a plan of concrete measures and recommendations 

to develop international co~operation in the field of space 

applications. 

and its 
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If international co-operation is to develop in an orderly manner and 

the rights and the ima1,e interests of all States are to be safeguarded, 

le3al principles must be worked out and ed governing the activities of 

States in the new realm of ,,pace applications. Indeed, a certain number 

of international instruments have already been adopted, the most 

important of vlhich is the l<J67 Treaty on Prine 

of Sc:ates 1n the Exploration and Use of Outer 

For several years the Committee and its 

Governin~ the Activities 

Sub-Committee have been 

-v10rldng on,J.nter alia_, legal principles relatin[': to the use by States of 

satellites for direct televj sion broadcasting and remote sensing of the earth. 

'Ih e report of the Committee describes the further progress achieved by the 

Sub-Cow1nittee in the :f'ormlulation of texts and principles relating to 

these t1-ro subjects, and -vre E-Ye gratified at this. 

My country considers trat the arrangements contemplated should be based 

on respect for the principlEs of the sovereipntyof States and non-intervention 

in their internal affairs ar d, at the same time, should encourage international 

co-operation in order to prcmote optimum exploitation of this technology and 

to share the benefits of it among all countries, particularly the developing 

countries. Hith to direct satellite television broadcasting, in 

particular, we consider that it is the duty of the Committee to ensure 

that this netr technology helps to promote friendshil) and understanding among 

peonles and contributes to the development of friendly relations and co-operation 

amonc; States . Similarly, it is our feeling that the principles relating to 

remote sensing should be in keeping 1-Tith the principle of the sovereip.;nty 

of States over their natural resources and also over information about those 

resources,and that each COQDtry should be assured of unhindered access to 

data relating thereto obtained by means of space technology. 

\1e note with regret that no progress has been made tmvards a solution 

of the problems which are holding up the concluding of a treaty with regard 

to the moon. He continue to think that the only -vray of promoting international 

co~OJ)eration is to proclaim the moon and its natural resources the com:rn.on heritage 

of mankind and to establish ln international regime governing the exploitation 

of its resources when this b?come possible. 
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(Mr. Ceausu, Romania) 

He think that the regime governing the act ies in space could and 

should be different from the traditional legal and ical order that prevails 

on earth. Indeed we are convinced that, as far as outer space and the activities 

of man in outer space are concerned, the relations behreen States can be 

constructed on new bases, on rational :principles by the ideal of 

solidarity and determined by the common destiny and aspirations of all 

The work of the United Nations and the ConLmittee on Outer Space should 

consequently be carried out with this noble goal in mind. 
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(HungaJ•y); In the vievr of my delegation, the thorough 

and lucid report on the worl: of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer 

Space, which was so ably introcluced this norning by the Chairman of the 

Committee, Hr. JankoHitsch of , deserves our full attention. I should 

like to state at the outset that, on the 1.rhole, we consider the report quite 

comp:.-ehensive and useful. 

He feel that this year vas particularly memorable in the field of 

inte:.-national co-·operation :.n the peaceful uses of outer space, and in this 

I to recall espt:ci the twentieth anniversary of the launchine; 

into orbit of the first man--made object, the Sputnik, Hhich was engineered by 

Soviet scientists and indeeC. marked the beginning of the exploration and use 

of outer space for peaceful purposes. In addition, the Cor.unittee on the Peaceful 

Uses of Outer Space held itt: hrentieth session in Vienna, , last 

and 1,re wish to extend once our appreciation to the Federal Government 

of Austria for having acted as host to that sessior. in the lovely of Vienna. 

delegation notes with satisfaction the continuation of fruitful 

international co-operation :n the peaceful uses of outer space both within and 

outside the scope of the Conrrnittee 1 s 1wrk. The exist international 

instruments relat to space activities continue to provide an appropriate 

framevrork for interested StLtes to take an active part in the exploration 

and use of outer space for peaceful purposes. I vish to inform the Committee 

that my Government has recer.tly deposited the instrUJl'lent of ratification of 

the Convention on stratj on of Objects Launched into Outer Space. He 

fervently hope that the numl er of States ·oarties to that Convention vrill 

increase siGnificantly in tl e very near future. 

':!e welcome the agreemert on co-operation in the exploration and use of 

outer space for pm·poses which >ras signed last Hay betHeen the Soviet 

Union and the United States. 

n.elegat \muld al~ o like to note the tenth anniversary of the entry 

into force of the Treaty on Outer e and to express its conviction that 

that Treaty will soon becomE~ universal. 
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Having made these e;eneral rerrarks e I no-vr wish to cornment on some ions 

discussed extensively in the Lee;al Sub-Corrmittee this year. He believe that 

the Sub-Committee, under the wise c;uidance of its Chairman, ~1r. nyzner of Poland, tas 

made considerable proc;ress its 19'7'7 session. He have particularly 

in mind the constructive debate on the elaboratior:. of draft principles 

the use States of artificial earth satel~ites for direct television 

broadcasting and especially the \Wrk done in formulatine; a tentative text of 

a on consultation and agreements between States''. I feel oblir,ed to 

stress in this respect that, in my delegation 1 s vie~·T, international direct 

broadcasting by means of artificial earth satellites should be based on respect 

for tLe sovereic::.1 rights of States. The princ of prior consent should also 

be respected in one way or another if we are to reach an acceptable solution~ 

and -v;e thinlc that extreme positions uill not be of any in such an endeavour. 

'[he~ discussion on this i tern in the Sub-ComMittee vas, in our view quite 

, and vre are looking fonrard -vrith confider:ce to t:he next session. 

Fe cmmnend the ant progress made the Sub~Comnittee in formulatinc; 

six additional draft relating to the ions of remote 

sens of the earth from space. ·.:e fully share the vievr, 

current. session that it is indispensable to s 
5 -

the 

also at the 

rights of 

all countries, ire particular those of the developing countries, over their 

nat:1ral resources, as \vell as information on those resources. 

~e believe that the Sub-··Commi tt should conti~1ue its vTOrk to 

c e elaboration of the draft relatinc to the IY!Oon as another 

item on its agenda. 

Fe that the will be able to succeed in 

at i-cs session the discus ion of some of the items allocated to it, 

trustinc also that the members of t]:le Sub--Corr.1d ttee will find a vray of accom:modatine; 

one another 1 s interests uithout press too hard for a solution that obviously 

cannot l)e consensus as is desired. 
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(j\'lr. Hollai, Hungary) 

In concluding my rema:~ks on the work of the Legal Sub-Committee I should 

like to emphasize our rea,liness to support the recommendation that the 

Sub-Committee should base its work on the items listed in paragraph 36 of 

the report of the main Committee. 

delegation follows with close attention the work of the Scientific 

and Technical Sub-Committ~e, which is carrying out its mandate with 

dedication under the exce.Llent guidance of Ambassador Carver of Australia. 

He believe that the Sub-C,)mmittee has made significant progress this 

year as 1v-ell. 

The detailed examination of the question of remote sensing of the 

earth from space was sati3factory to my delegation. We cannot fail to 

express our surprise, how~ver, that the reasonable and logical proposal on 

classifying remote sensin~ data in three categories - that is, global, 

and local - base~i on spatial resolution, did not receive wide 

support. lie that th:? members of the Sub-Committee will give due 

consideration to that pro)osal at the Sub-Committee's next session. Hy 

delegation lends its full to the idea that the Scientific and 

Technical Sub-Committee s1ould include in its future programme of work 

the question of detecting and monitoring pollution of the environment by 

means of remote sensing fcom space. 

\Je ccmcur in the reflected in paragraph 61+ of the 

of the Committee on the P ~tl Uses of Outer with respect to the 

useful and desirable rcle of the United Nations in the practical 

ation of space scie1ce ac:d in developing countries. 

He should like to end)rse '"C:::::~n,mendatjon of the Scientific and 

Technical Sub-Committee c )ncerning its 1:Jro~rarrrre of vrork for the 

fifteenth session. 

In our view, a detailed consideration of the options relating to a 

possible United Nations CJnference on outer space matters will provide us 

next year 1-Tith the clearest possible picture as to whether such an 

undertaking vill be approoriate. 
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The CHAIR1'1AN: I have no mo:;.~e 

morning. I should like to propose to the Committee that the list of 

speakers on the c-c.-::,e:r s]:ace : "~e:'.i be closed at 5 p.m. on T<.:cesday, 

22 November. If I hear no objection, I shall assume that that is 

acceptable. 

It was so decided. 

The CHAIRMAN: May I recall that the Committee decided at its 

__ eeti:r:g to resume consideration this afternoon of disarmareent items 

and to vote on the remaining draft resolutions, namely, A/C.l/32/1.28, 

A/C.l/32/1. 37, A/C.l/32/L.3/Rev.2 and the amendments in A/C.l/32/1.38. 

The Committee will continue consideration of the outer space items 

on Tuesday morning. 

The meeting rose at 11.55 a.m. 




