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The neeting was called to order at 10.45 a.m

ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA

1. The agenda was adopt ed.

REPORT OF THE CHAI RMAN ON THE | NTERNATI ONAL NGO MEETI NG AND EURCPEAN NGO
SYMPOSI UM ON THE QUESTI ON OF PALESTI NE, HELD AT THE PALAI S DES NATI ONS, CENEVA
FROM 2 TO 4 SEPTEMBER 1996

2. The CHAIRMAN reported that the Conmittee's decision to hold the conbi ned
1996 International NGO Meeting and the European NGO Synposi um on the Question of
Pal estine in Geneva instead of in the territories under Palestinian authority
had been taken in the light of the current restrictions inposed by the Israel
Government on freedom of novenment between the Gaza Strip and the West Bank. The
Meeting had been attended by 31 experts and by the representatives of 80

non- gover nnent al organi zati ons, 26 Governnments, 9 United Nations agenci es and
bodi es, 3 intergovernnental organizations, 4 non-governnental organization
coordi nating conmittees and a Pal estinian del egation. The central thene of the
conbi ned neeting had been "Buil di ng NGO partnerships for a just and

conpr ehensi ve settl enment of the question of Pal estine"

3. At the opening session, nessages had been received fromthe
Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations and fromthe President of Pal estine.
The invited experts, who had included nenbers of the Pal estinian Council, the

Israeli Knesset and the European Parlianent and | eadi ng acadenmics fromdifferent
regi ons, had made presentations in three plenary sessions, which had been
followed by lively and frank discussions that had reflected the great concern of
all participants that the accords concl uded by the parties should be inpl enented
and the peace process continued. Participating non-governnmental organizations
had adopted a final statement wel coming the positive devel opnents in the

M ddl e East peace process but expressing concern at the repeated delays in the

i mpl ementation of the letter and spirit of the Agreenents. Certain neasures by
the Israeli CGovernnent, including the ongoing incarceration of Palestinian
prisoners, the closure of Palestinian institutions in Jerusalem and acts of
intimdation, humliation and puni shnent agai nst Pal estinians, had created new
and significant obstacles for the peace process, thereby underm ning confidence
and posing a serious threat to a just and | asting peace.

4. The non-governnental organizations had reiterated their support for the
right of the Pal estinian people to self-determ nation, return, and the

establi shment of an independent Palestinian State with East Jerusalemas its
capital. Countries hosting Pal estinian refugees shoul d observe and preserve
their civil, social and political rights until such tine as they coul d exercise
their right of return. For its part, the United Nations should play a key role
in the pursuit of a negotiated settlenent and the international community should
fulfil the commtnents it had given to assist the efforts of the Palestinian
peopl e at nation-building and political, econom c and social devel opnent. The
non- gover nent al organi zati ons had requested the United States and the European
Union to urge Israel to conply with the Agreenents, congratul ated the
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Pal estinian Authority on the conduct of the first elections and reaffirned their
support for the consolidation of the rule of |aw, denocratic values, politica
pluralismand the full enjoynent of the inalienable rights of the Pal estinian
peopl e.

5. The non-governnental organizations had al so declared their obligation to

| obby their respective Governnents, register their concern regarding Israel's
conpliance with the Agreenents and nake concerted efforts to publicize any
Israeli violation of Palestinian human rights. They had urged the devel opnent
of Israeli/Pal estinian/ NGO cooperation, based on nutual understandi ng and
comitnent to a conprehensive, just and | asting peace, and had pl edged to
generate public support for the Pal estinian people through canpai gns focusing on
the themes of the future of Jerusalem Israeli settlenents and their expansion
in East Jerusalem the Wst Bank and Gaza, and the Pal estinian refugees' right
of return.

6. For its part, the delegation of the Committee had exchanged views with the
chai rpersons and ot her nenbers of the International and European Coordi nating
Comittees on the objectives and nodalities of future cooperation. The report
of the neeting would be issued in due course as a publication of the D vision
for Palestinian R ghts.

7. He took it that the Cormittee wi shed to take note of the report by the
Chai rman and the statenment adopted by the non-governnental organizations
participating in the Meeting.

8. It was so deci ded.

RECENT POLI TI CAL DEVELOPMENTS | N THE OCCUPI ED PALESTI NI AN TERRI TCRY

9. The CHAIRMAN, reporting on certain actions taken by the Bureau since the
Conmittee's previous nmeeting, said that, in a press rel ease issued on

10 Septenber 1996, the Bureau had expressed its satisfaction at the resunption
on 4 Septenber, at Beit Hanoun (Gaza Strip), of the Israeli-Pal estinian peace
negoti ati ons. The neeting between the President of the Palestinian Authority
and the Prime Mnister of Israel was an inportant step towards the ful

i npl enentati on of the Agreements al ready reached between the two sides. The
Bur eau had expressed the hope that the neeting would clear the way for the
continuation of substantive discussions on matters pertaining to the permanent
status and had reiterated the Conmittee's strong support for the current peace
process and its determ nation to spare no effort in pronoting the inalienable
rights of the Pal estinian people, including their right to self-determnation
and st at ehood.

10. Wth reference to the Security Council's decision to sinplify the list of
itens of which it was seized, he had conveyed the Conmttee's objection to the
decision to delete fromthe list itens related to the exercise of the

i nali enabl e rights of the Pal estinian people, the question of Palestine and the
M ddl e East problem He had stated the Conmittee's belief that, pending a
conprehensi ve, just and lasting settlenment of the Arab-Israeli conflict in the
M ddl e East, those itenms should remain on the list of matters of which the
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Counci| was seized, since they continued to engage the latter's responsibility
for the mai ntenance of international peace and security.

11. M. AL-KIDWA (Cbserver for Palestine) first expressed displeasure at the
Secretariat's failure to provide interpretation into Arabic for the nmeeting in
progress. Arabic was an official |anguage of the United Nations and the
guestion of Pal estine was an Arab issue. He hoped that the situation would not
be repeated in the future.

12. The Pernmanent Cbserver M ssion of Pal estine had earlier that day di spatched
letters to other Mssions to the United Nations in which it had shared its views
on recent political devel opnents in the occupied Palestinian territory and on
the work to be done on the situation in the Mddle East during the fifty-first
session of the General Assenbly. The current situation in the Mddle East was
not encouraging. The new Israeli Governnent had approved gui delines which were
contrary to both the spirit and letter of the two binding Agreenents which
Israel had signed with the Pal estine Liberation O ganization, nanely, the 1993
Decl aration of Principles on Interim Sel f-Governnent Arrangenents and the 1995
Interi mAgreenent on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. It had made it clear
noreover, that the timetables laid down in those Agreenents woul d not be
respected and had continued with other dangerous violations of the Agreenents,

i ncluding the seizure of Palestinian territory, the intentional delay inits
redepl oynent from Hebron, its continuous attenpts to create new facts on the
ground in occupi ed East Jerusalem and the resunption of colonial settlenent
activities in the occupied territories, in contraventi on of the 1949 Geneva
Conventions. It was common know edge that the Israeli M nister of Defence had
recently authorized the building of 1,800 housing units within existing illega
settlenents, in addition to the 2,200 units that were pendi ng.

13. The consequence of those activities would be to reverse the peace process
as a whole. Even recent devel opments which had been rightly seen as positive,
such as the neeting between President Arafat and Prinme M nister Netanyahu and
between the former and the Israeli Defence Mnister, had unfortunately not
resulted in positive changes on the ground, and the situation therefore
continued to require the earnest efforts of all Menbers of the O ganization

14. Since the start of the Mddl e East peace process, the Permanent Qoserver
M ssion of Pal estine had maintained that the United Nations nust provide its
full support for the process and for the positions of principle adopted by the
international community on the question of Palestine. |Indeed, the

Organi zation's responsibilities on the question of Palestine did not end with
t he begi nning of the peace process. That was the view of the vast mpjority of
the Organization's Menbers and, in that connection, the fiftieth session of the
General Assenbly had adopted a useful package of resolutions on the issue,

i ncludi ng the mandates of the relevant commttees. At its fifty-first session
the Assenbly should reiterate the just positions on the Pal estinian question
based on international |law and the Charter which it had reaffirmed in previous
years.

15. More specifically, the General Assenbly nust stress at its fifty-first
session the principle of statehood for the Pal estinian people and the issue of
Israeli settler colonialism A resolution on the permanent sovereignty of the

l...
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Pal esti ni an peopl e over their natural resources should be introduced in the
Second Conmittee. The Assenbly should draw attention to Israel's |ack of
conpliance with the Agreenents reached and condemm such Israeli practices as the
sealing off of Palestinian territory and the confiscation of Palestinian |and.
The Permanent Cbserver M ssion of Palestine would al so seek action by the
Security Council if the Israeli Government persisted with its prograne of

col oni al settlenents.

16. He wished, finally, to express concern at the failure of the Departnent of
Public Information to inplement the mandate entrusted to it by the Genera
Assenbly with respect to the dissem nation of information on the Pal estinian
qguestion. He hoped that there would be serious novenent in that area before the
rel evant resolution was introduced in the fifty-first session

17. M. FARHADI (Afghanistan) said that, given the recent devel opnments in the
M ddl e East, the Committee should intensify its efforts in support of the peace
process. The resolutions which it proposed for adoption by the General Assenbly
shoul d be adapted to the new situation on the ground. The Committee should al so
express its views on such issues as statehood for the Pal estinian people and
sovereignty over their natural resources and shoul d seek maxi mum support from
bot h nenbers and non-nenbers for the draft resolutions which it proposed to the
Ceneral Assenbly. It was inportant for the sponsors of the draft resolutions to
take the floor in the General Assenbly and, in that connection, a background
paper prepared by the Permanent Cbserver M ssion of Pal estine on recent

devel opnents in the Mddl e East woul d be npbst useful

18. Ms. DARMANIN (Malta) said that she was greatly concerned by the information
just given by the Permanent Cbserver for Palestine, particularly the information
on Israeli settlenent practices in the occupied territories. Mlta reiterated
its full support for the cause of the Pal estinian people.

19. M. POERNOMO (I ndonesia) said that he too was concerned by the Israel
practices in the occupied Palestinian territories, which were contrary to the
spirit of the Agreenents reached. Indonesia stood ready to cooperate with the
Conmittee at the fifty-first session to defend the interests of the Pal estinian
peopl e.

20. M. REYES RODRI GQUEZ (Cuba) said that the cooperation of all menbers of the
Conmittee was essential, particularly in the light of the information just

provi ded by the Permanent Cbserver for Palestine. Cuba was ready to collaborate
in the elaboration of the draft resolutions, and supported the suggestions nmade
by the representative of Afghani stan ained at enhancing the effectiveness of the
Conmittee's work.

The neeting rose at 11.35 a.m




