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|. General

1. The Falkland Islands (Malvinas) is a Non-Selfv@ming Territory
administered by the United Kingdom of Great Britaamd Northern Ireland,
comprising two large islands, known as East andtWatkland, as well as hundreds
of smaller islands, and a total area of about 12,&i#¢. The Islands are situated in
the South Atlantic, about 770 km north-east of Calmen and about 480 km east of
the South American mainland. South Georgia, locatiedut 1,300 km south-east of
the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) group, and the 8o8andwich Islands, located
about 750 km east-south-east of South Georgiaadneinistered from the Falkland
Islands (Malvinas) as a separate territory; the &owr of the Falkland Islands
(Malvinas) acts concurrently as Commissioner foruthoGeorgia and the South
Sandwich Islands. The population of the Falklanidnids (Malvinas) is more than
2,500 (not including residents temporarily absentd acivilians working in
conjunction with the Ministry of Defence), the lagf population recorded since
1931. A dispute exists between the Governments afeAtina and the United
Kingdom concerning sovereignty over the Falklandangls (Malvinas), as
established by the General Assembly in its resolut2065 (XX) and subsequent
relevant resolutions on the question of the Fal@lésiands (Malvinas).

II. Constitutional and political issues

2.  The Constitution approved in 2008, which camt® iforce on 1 January 2009
(Statutory Instrument 2008, No. 2846), has beentgsted by Argentina (see
A/63/542, annex l). Under the Constitution, members of thgislature elect a
Speaker to preside over sittings of the Legislathesembly. A Chief Executive is
appointed by the Governor in agreement with theislagive Assembly as head of
the public service to implement policy. Questiorfspolicy are considered by the
Executive Council, which consists of three membefgshe Legislative Assembly
who are elected annually from their own number,aohidition to two ex officio
members who have no voting rights. The Attorney &ahand the Commander of
British Forces on the Islands have the right temdt meetings of the Executive
Council but do not vote. The United Kingdom-appeuht Governor has
responsibility for foreign policy and defence. Byetterms of the Constitution, the
Governor, with the advice and consent of the Ledige Assembly, may make laws
for the peace, order and good government of theitdey, while full power to make
such laws is reserved for the British Crown.

3. Out of the eight members of the Legislative Aabgy, elected on 7 November
2013 for a four-year term, five hail from the Teory’s urban constituency (Stanley)
and three from the Camp (i.e., outside the Teryimonly town). Governor Nigel

Haywood took up his duties in 2010 and is expediede succeeded by Colin
Roberts in April 2014. The next general elections members of the Legislative
Assembly are expected to be held in November 2017.

4. In the course of 2013 and early 2014, Argentamal the United Kingdom
continued to reiterate their respective positioegarding various constitutional,
military and economic aspects of the sovereigntypdie over the Territory. That
action included written démarches and the issuafcgress releases by Argentina
on 10 June in connection with the observance of ‘thay of Affirmation of
Argentine rights over the Malvinas Islands” and ertlareas; remarks made by the
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President of Argentina in a Security Council megtin August while her country

held the Council presidency and other messages asiehnote to the United Nations
on 3 January 2014. It also included written démaschnd statements by the United
Kingdom before the United Nations, such as a letbethe United Nations dated
10 February 2014, and elsewhere, rejecting tetieitoand other claims made by
Argentina and attaching great importance to thagpile of self-determination (see
A/67/754, A/67/832 AI67/865 A/67/880 A/67/954 A/68/698andA/68/747).

5. According to the administering Power, on 10 dridMarch 2013 a total of
99.8 per cent of the electorate voted in a refesemdo maintain the Islands’ current
political situation as a British Overseas Territowith an overall voter turnout of
92 per cent: in its view, the Islanders thus expe@stheir right to self-determination
as granted under Article 1 (2) of the Charter of thnited Nations, article 1 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rightand General Assembly
resolution 2625 (XXV).

6. For its part, Argentina repeatedly rejected thesrcise as illegal under the
relevant United Nations resolutions on the questioh the Falkland Islands

(Malvinas) and as a serious distortion of the $pifi self-determination (see also
section X.B. below). Argentina’s position was supied by other countries and by
regional organizations such as the Bolivarian Altia for the Peoples of Our
America (ALBA), the Southern Common Market (MERCO)Jand the Union of

South American Nations (UNASUR), which stated thla¢ referendum in no way
changed the essence of the question of the Islandsdid not end the sovereignty
dispute.

7. Additional information on the respective positsoof the administering Power
and the Government of Argentina can be found below.

Budget

8. The Territory’s financial year runs from 1 July 30 June. According to the
administering Power, the 2012/13 operating budgeibunted to approximately
£54 million. The Territory makes every effort to im@in a balanced budget.

Economic conditions

General

9. The gross domestic product (GDP) of the Islamdss estimated by the
administering Power at £142 million per annum. Tper capita GDP is

approximately £44,000. The fishing industry remaihse most important sector of
the economy (accounting for about 60 to 70 per acgnGDP), with the tourism

sector and other sectors, such as livestock proalucnd processing, withessing
growth in recent years. The Falkland Islands (Ma#g) has a very low rate of
unemployment, which was recorded as less than 1cpat in 2012, with almost
20 per cent of the people in employment having mibv@n one job. In 2013, the
Territory’s Infrastructure Development Plan idergd key areas that would help to
support economic growth. According to the admirristg Power, the newly elected
Legislative Assembly considers the Plan a priority.
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Fisheries and livestock

10. The Loligo, ordoryteuthis, and lllex species of squid are the mainstay &f th
fisheries and economy of the Falkland Islands (Ntedg). According to the

administering Power, the Fisheries Department spoasible for administering the
sector in the Territory. A November 2013 Oxford Ayteca brief states that the

Territory’s annual income from fisheries amounts just over $30 million. The

acidic and infertile soils of the Islands, coupladth a windy and cool oceanic
climate, naturally limit the cultivation of fieldand focus the agriculture sector on
rearing animals. Wool remains the main land-basgdod. The Department of

Agriculture is responsible for administering thect®, recently promoting the

development of a meat industry and of farming am§jdsto produce dual-purpose
sheep that would maximize returns from both meat aool. The Territory has an

ongoing five-year business plan in support of agiticre. In 2013, 58,000 sheep and
lambs were reportedly processed.

Tourism

11. Tourism is a significant contributor to the fitary’s economy, valued at
approximately £9.5 million per year. According teetadministering Power, there
has been a measurable expansion in the Falklaaddsl(Malvinas) tourism sector,
with inbound tourism increasing by over 17 per cant2012; however, the 2012
cruise season closed with a total of 29,533 passeagivals, pointing to a further
decline in cruise ship passengers, which has beenrang year on year. During
2013, work was under way to update the Territotgisrism development strategy to
help boost sustainable land-based tourism in tlents.

Transport, communications and utilities

12. The Territory has approximately 1,000 km of desa According to the

administering Power, during 2013, work in upgradir@ads connecting outlying
settlements and farms continued. In addition, astalashipping service, a regular
ferry service and local air services ensured conioations to settlements on the
east, west and outlying islands.

13. In 2013, LAN Airlines continued to provide agtdar weekly service between
Punta Arenas, Chile, and the Falkland Islands (lfa&s), including two monthly
stopovers in Rio Gallegos, mainland Argentina, éoadance with the provisions of
the Joint Statement of 14 July 1999 between Argentnd the United Kingdom.
Under the Exchange of Notes Flights and Navigat\gneement of February 2001,
private flights are authorized, as are a numbemeflical evacuation flights from
the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) to mainland Argeatiand Chile.

14. In February 2010, in response to hydrocarbdated activities carried out in
waters around the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), Atgea issued Presidential Decree
256/2010 requiring authorization measures for visssalling at Argentine ports or
crossing Argentine waters. In this connection, 012 and early 2014, at a number
of meetings, including the annual meeting of thaisters for foreign affairs of the
Group of 77 and China, the Ibero-American Summit ldéads of State and
Government, the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) ahd €Community of Latin
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American and Caribbean States (CELAC), in additioihose of MERCOSUR and
UNASUR, it was recalled that the General Assembiy, resolution31/49 had

called upon both parties to the dispute to refr&iom introducing unilateral
modifications in the situation. The members of MER&®UR and UNASUR had
previously decided to close their ports to “vessi#ysng the illegal flag of the
Malvinas Islands”. In 2013, implementation of thakecisions continued.

15. For its part, during 2013, the United Kingdoontinued to consider that the
aforementioned Presidential Decree 256/2010 wascaotpliant with international
law, including the United Nations Convention on tteew of the Sea, and to contend
that, under international law, the Islanders hael tight to develop their economy,
including natural resources, for the Territory’sneét. In its communications to the
United Nations, the United Kingdom also continued pgrotest against measures
aimed at isolating the Islanders and harming tkewnomy and to express the hope
that their wishes would be respected, allowing thendevelop their economy and
home in peace.

16. Concerning telecommunications, the introductiai Island-wide rural

broadband access improved the situation within amaside the Territory.

Approximately 75 per cent of households are cone@d¢d broadband Internet. With
respect to utilities, a major wind farm meets ap@mrately 26 per cent of urban
electricity needs. Wind turbines are used in homads and small settlements.

Environment and hydrocarbons

17. According to the administering Power, the Ttemy works to uphold a number
of environmental treaties and conventions. Forpiast, Argentina has rejected the
territorial application of those treaties and comvens by the United Kingdom on
the grounds that the Territory and its surroundimaritime areas are an integral part
of Argentina.

18. In 2013, environmental projects included thentamied conservation of

penguins and seabirds, the eradication of rats femmsitive wildlife sites and a

review of the network of protected areas. In ed?014, media and other reports
indicated that the Territory lacked baseline staddeon development control, such
as statutory environmental impact assessments gomudevelopments and strategic
development plans.

19. During 2013, offshore exploration for hydrocanls continued amid protest
from Argentina, other Member States and regionglaoizations (see section VIlI

below). According to official sources, during 20&48d 2013, the Energy Secretariat
of Argentina carried out administrative proceedinggainst six companies

developing unauthorized hydrocarbon exploratiorivétéés in the area. As a result,

in accordance with section 3 of Law 26.659, theenffing companies received a
15- to 20-year ban on operating in the country.

20. Following the joint communiqué issued by the RMEOSUR Presidential
Summit held in Montevideo on 12 and 13 July 2018 Energy Ministers of the
Latin American Energy Organization (OLADE) meetimgPunta Cana, Dominican
Republic, adopted on 29 November 2013 a decisian highlighted their strongest
support for the legitimate rights of the ArgentiRepublic in the sovereignty dispute
over the Malvinas, South Georgia Islands and Sos#mdwich Islands and the
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surrounding maritime areas and the recognition haf tight of the Republic of
Argentina to take legal actions against unauthatihgdrocarbon exploration and
exploitation activities in Argentina’s continentsthelf.

21. Further, according to official sources, in Dexdeer 2013, Argentina adopted
Law 26.915, which amended Hydrocarbons Law 26.6B8toducing criminal

definitions and penalties for those engaging disectr indirectly through a third

party in any type of hydrocarbon exploration, extian, transportation and/or
storage activities within the Argentine continensdlelf without authorization by
Argentine authorities. Argentina sent advisory de$t to companies directly or
indirectly involved in those activities.

22. Also in December 2013, the administering Powgpressed its position to
Argentina that under international law, the contited shelf did not form part of
Argentina; supported the right of the Islandersiéwelop their natural resources for
their own economic benefit as an integral partleditt right of self-determination;
and rejected the applicability of Argentine domedggislation to those companies
engaged in the Islands’ hydrocarbon activities. fsr part, Argentina formally
rejected that position and protested to the Unit€shgdom, reaffirming its
sovereignty position.

V. Social conditions
A. General

23. According to the administering Power, the Temy observes the principles
contained in the Universal Declaration of HumantRgy The European Convention
for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamenkaéedoms and other
international human rights instruments, includihg Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, halveen extended to the Falkland
Islands (Malvinas) by the administering Power.

24. For its part, Argentina has consistently regelcthe territorial application by
the United Kingdom of the various international tmgnents mentioned above, in
addition to the designation of the Territory as @rerseas territory of the United
Kingdom or any other similar designation.

B. Public health

25. According to information transmitted by the ddistering Power, the general
state of public health in the Territory is good. dileal and dental treatment is free to
all residents under a health agreement. There éshmspital in the Territory, which

offers modern facilities with medical, dental andrsing staff, but no resident
gualified optician. More complex treatments requineedical evacuation (see
sect. IV.D above).

C. Social security and welfare

26. According to the administering Power, the Fafid Islands Retirement
Pensions Ordinance provides for mandatory fixed thigncontributions by all
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VI.

employers and employees between the ages of 164nél system of social welfare
grants and pensions is in place to address caselBaafship and disability. A

minimum wage has recently been introduced. As atebeber 2013, all employers
are required to pay a minimum hourly rate of £5t05%orkers aged 18 or over and
£3.10 for workers aged 16 and 17.

Education

27. Education in the Territory is free and compuystor all children between the
ages of 5 and 16, with access to preschool (nuyseducation from the age of 4.
According to the administering Power, in 2013 appmoately 425 schoolchildren
were registered (42 of whom were based in rurabgkeThere is a 100 per cent
enrolment rate for all children of school age inethHslands. The -current
teacher/student ratios for primary school and sdaoy school are 1:24 and 1:13
respectively.

28. According to information provided by Argentinahabitants of the Falkland
Islands (Malvinas) enjoy equality of access to thegentine public education

system. Additional information on the subject imtained in the 2013 report of the
Secretary-General on offers by Member States oflystand training facilities for

inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territorie&/68/66, section I1.B).

Mine clearance and related matters

29. Under the 1997 Convention on the Prohibition tbé Use, Stockpiling,
Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines amdTheir Destruction, known
also as the Ottawa Convention, States parties hfigea to clear anti-personnel
mines in mined areas within 10 years of the Conoerd entry into force, unless an
extension is granted under the Convention.

30. In November 2008, the Ninth Meeting of Statearties to the Ottawa
Convention granted the United Kingdom an extensionil 1 March 2019. The
United Kingdom proceeded with the clearance of fmined areas in the Territory
in 2010 and conducted a three-month follow-up phatdand release in 2012.
According to the administering Power, a furtherjpob to clear five mine fields was
completed in March 2013, while a review of optioftw additional demining
projects began later in the year.

31. As previously reported, in December 2009, teeddd Review Conference of
the Ottawa Convention granted the request of Argenfor an extension until

1 January 2020. At the Thirteenth Meeting of Stafarties to the Ottawa

Convention, held in Geneva from 2 to 5 December 0Argentina stated that

mine-clearing planning would be developed in detaitl implemented as soon as it
exercised control over the areas in question, sibje a sovereignty dispute, or
when both Argentina and the United Kingdom reaclagpgteement over making

progress in such planning.
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VII. Participation in international organizations
and arrangements

32. According to information provided by the adnsi@ring Power, the

Government of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) attenvarious Commonwealth

forums and is a member of the United Kingdom Ovass&erritories Association

and the South Atlantic Territories Cooperation FaruFurther, its representatives
also participate in other international meetingteeting the Islanders’ interests to
reflect their own views. In 2013, these includeé thuropean Union Forum of the
Overseas Countries and Territories Association fosBels in December 2013 and
an international meeting of the Commercial FisherfResearch Foundation held in
Rhode Island, United States of America, in Octob@et3. It is the United Kingdom

Government’s position that the Islanders attendredketings affecting their interests
in their own right.

VIII. Consideration by intergovernmental organizations
and forums

33. During meetings held in 2013 and January 20dtergovernmental entities,
including regional and subregional organizationgchs as the Third Africa-South
America Summit (Malabo, 22 February 2013), ALBA (@eas, 10 March 2013), the
General Assembly of the Organization of Americamat&€ (OAS) (Antigua,

Guatemala, 4 to 6 June 2013), MERCOSUR (Montevidgloand 12 July 2013),
UNASUR (Paramaribo, 30 August 2013), the Group @fahd China (New York,

26 September 2013), the twenty-third Ibero-AmeriG@mmit of Heads of State and
Government (Panama City, 18 and 19 October 2013)AME (Punta Cana,

Dominican Republic, 29 November 2013) and the sdc@ummit of CELAC

(Havana, 29 January 2014) addressed the questionthef Falkland Islands
(Malvinas) and, among other things, reaffirmed timed for Argentina and the
United Kingdom to resume negotiations to find a gqefal solution to the

sovereignty dispute. Most of those organizationgeated the aforementioned
hydrocarbon-related and military-related activities the United Kingdom, while

some, including the Ibero-American Summit, CELACERICOSUR and UNASUR,

also requested the Secretary-General to renew dusl @ffices on the question and
keep them informed.

34. In January 2014, noting that on 26 March 2(h8, Presidents pro tempore of
CELAC, MERCOSUR and UNASUR, together with the Miisfor Foreign Affairs
and Worship of Argentina, met with the Chair of tBpecial Committee and the
Secretary-General to reaffirm the regional interiasa resumption of negotiations
between Argentina and the United Kingdom over tlmveseignty dispute, the
CELAC Heads of State and Government expressed sugppo the good offices
mission of the Secretary-General, including infotima about progress made.

35. For his part, in 2013, the Secretary-Generalijored oral information on the
issue, including in the course of bilateral meesinigeld in the context of the
sixty-eighth session of the General Assembly.

36. The United Kingdom is not a member of the afioeationed organizations and
has not been represented at any of the aforemezdiomeetings, with the exception
of that of OAS, where it has observer status. Eis@mg its right of reply, the United
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Kingdom responded to Argentina at the 2013 Gen&sakembly of OAS, reiterating
its view of the Islanders’ right to self-determirmat and the importance for the
international community of recognizing the Marchl30referendum results. Further,
the United Kingdom continued to reject any suggmstithat hydrocarbon
exploration amounted to unilateral action on itstpend was being carried out in
contravention of General Assembly resolutiB@/49 supported the Islanders in
developing their own economy and future, includthgir decision to exploit their
natural resources, and rejected any suggestion riiitary assets in the South
Atlantic were subject to reinforcement or that iasvallegedly militarizing the
region.

Future status of the Territory

Position of administering Power

37. In a statement on 12 March 2013, the Prime #ariof the United Kingdom,
David Cameron, referring to the aforementioned Hdkexs’ referendum, reiterated
the commitment of the United Kingdom to support ampdhold the Islanders’ right to
self-determination. In his view, the Falkland Isdi@ns had spoken clearly about their
future: they wanted to remain British, and that wieshould be respected by
everybody, including by Argentina. In a further tetment, the Foreign Secretary,
William Hague, said that he welcomed the referendesult, which demonstrated
more clearly than ever the Falkland Islanders’ wishremain an Overseas Territory
of the United Kingdom. He noted that the United dilom had always been clear
that it believes in the rights of the Falklands pkeoto determine their own futures
and to decide on the path they wish to take. It waly right that, in the twenty-first
century, those rights be respected. All countribeusd accept the results of the
referendum and support the Falkland Islanders ay ttontinued to develop their
home and their economy, the Foreign Secretary raaiatl.

38. In addition, in a message to the Islanders dcaat on 20 December 2013, the
Prime Minister reiterated that the Government oé tbnited Kingdom would
continue to support the Falkland Islands Governmeantountering the Argentine
Government’s campaign to claim the Islands’ researand to damage the Islands’
economy.

39. In exercise of the right of reply to the remmrinade by the President of
Argentina in the Security Council on 6 August 28] in the General Assembly on
24 September 2013, the Permanent Representativieeoflnited Kingdom, among

other things, stated that his Government attachedtgimportance to the principle
of self-determination as set out in Article 1 (X)tbe Charter and article 1 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rightejected claims by Argentina
that the United Kingdom was militarizing the Souillantic and confirmed the

United Kingdom’s commitment to its obligations umdbe Treaty of Tlatelolco (see
A/67/869. In the view of the administering Power, theraulcbbe no negotiations

on the sovereignty of the Islands unless and usiith time as the Islanders so
wished.

14-00564



A/AC.109/2014/15

14-00564

Position of the Gover nment of Argentina

40. The President of Argentina, Cristina FernandezKirchner, presiding over a
meeting of the Security Council on 6 August 2013ing a high-level open debate
on cooperation between the United Nations and mgioand subregional

organizations in the maintenance of internatioredqe and security, referred in her
national capacity as the representative of Argentim the question of the Falkland
Islands (Malvinas).

41. Ms. Fernandez de Kirchner stated that there ewadlict owing to the failure
to respect a resolution of the United Nations conoeyy the need for her country
and the United Kingdom to begin talks and negodiasi in the context of what the
United Nations decided in resolution 2065 (XX), pted in 1965, concerning the
sovereignty of the Malvinas. In her view, this was a capricious position, nor was
it about saying again “We are right”. Argentina wamply saying that it wanted the
United Nations resolution to be implemented andt thath countries should sit
down and discuss this litigious and controversialtter. She believed that there was
a way to begin to unblock such conflicts.

42. The speaker went on to say that it had beemtedi out that there were
differing opinions on this question. One could haweh opinions on matters that
had not been resolved by the United Nations. Howewden the Organization, to
which all had signed on and whose resolutions atevcommitted to respecting,
adopted a resolution in the General Assembly — ttighest organ of the
Organization — it was no longer a matter of diffegiopinions: it was about a
United Nations resolution and about whether or oo¢ was ready to comply with
his/her obligations as Members (se#V.7015.

43. Further, as reflected in the official recordstloe sixty-eighth session of the
General Assembly, the President of Argentina adkldghe forum on 24 September
2013, stating, among other things, that Argentiad heen waiting since 1965, when
the plenary and many resolutions of the Assemblyd dhe Committee on

Decolonization required both Argentina and the BditKingdom to sit down to

dialogue. The President went on to say that thems & dispute over the matter of
sovereignty over the Malvinas and yet, the Unitethgdom had turned a cold

shoulder, while militarizing the southern Atlantiegion and sending nuclear
submarines there (sé¢68/PV.7).

44. Additional information on the position of theo@rnment of Argentina can be
found in section X.A below.

Consideration by the United Nations

Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countriesand Peoples

45. The Special Committee considered the questibnthe Falkland Islands
(Malvinas) at its 8th and 9th meetings, on 20 aidJ&ne 2013, as reflected in
documentsA/AC.109/2013/SR.8and 9. At its 8th meeting, the Special Committee
decided to accede to the requests of the delegatddrAngola, Argentina, Brazil,
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Colombia, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Dominican Republic] &alvador, Ghana,
Guatemala, Mauritania, Mexico, Namibia, Peru, Spaiurkey, United Arab
Emirates and Uruguay to participate in the Commiteonsideration of the item.

46. At the same meeting, during the hearing oftpeters and in line with usual
practice, the Special Committee heard statementsSbgron Halford and Mike
Summers of the Legislative Assembly of the Falklasldnds (Malvinas), as well as
Alejandro Betts and Maria Angélica del Carmen VerfseeA/AC.109/2013/SR.R

47. Further, at the 8th meeting, the representati¥eChile, also on behalf of
Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Cuba, Ecuador, chiiagua and Venezuela
(Bolivarian Republic of), introduced draft resolniA/AC.109/2013/L.7 which the
Special Committee adopted without a vote. In thephetion, the Special Committee
reiterated that the way to put an end to the spexid particular colonial situation
in the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinass the negotiated settlement of
the dispute over sovereignty, in accordance with thlevant General Assembly
resolutions.

48. The Minister for Foreign Affairs and Worship éfgentina, Héctor Marcos
Timerman, made a statement at the same meetindieofSpecial Committee, on
20 June 2013. He stated, among other things, th& danuary 1833, a British naval
force had expelled the legitimate Argentine auttiesi and population from the
Islands and that the colonial dispute remained swireed, compromising the
territorial integrity of Argentina. Mr. Timerman weé on to say that in an effort to
justify its military presence in the South Atlantaad its illegitimate appropriation
of renewable and non-renewable natural resourcestrary to the provisions of
resolution 31/49 the British Government continued to invoke spusly the
principle of self-determination and to refuse t@age in dialogue. He expressed the
view that the United Nations had always reaffirmélat the principle of
self-determination was not applicable to the questis it did not concern a people
under alien subjugation. Rather, the matter wasmetial and particular colonial
situation” owing to the sovereignty dispute betwefrgentina and the United
Kingdom. The Minister for Foreign Affairs and Woiphadded that the British
Government had held a so-called self-determinatieferendum in which the
approximately 1,500 British citizens residing inethMalvinas Islands had
predictably voted in favour of preserving the caldrsituation, underlining that the
initiative had not been called for or approved I tUnited Nations, and that no
States had sent official observers, despite thesicenable efforts expended by
British diplomats.

49. Continuing, the Minister for Foreign Affairs é@nNorship stated that many
members of the international community supportedeitina’s sovereignty rights
over the Malvinas Islands, South Georgia Islandd 8outh Sandwich Islands and
the surrounding maritime areas. In addition to o@gil organizations such as OAS,
CELAC, UNASUR and MERCOSUR, African nations had eegsed their support
in the Malabo Declaration, adopted in February 2Git3the Third Africa-South

America Summit. Moreover, the States attendingSbgenth Ministerial Meeting of

the Zone of Peace and Cooperation of the Southnfilaheld in Montevideo in

January 2013, had called for the resumption oftbi negotiations, as had the
Third Summit of South American and Arab Countriégld in Lima in October

2012.
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50. The Minister for Foreign Affairs and Worship nmuded by reiterating the
offer made by President Fernandez de Kirchner sume the dialogue with the
British Secretary of State for Foreign and Commoalile Affairs without
preconditions or demands and asked the Special Qtieerto request the Secretary-
General, in the context of the mission of good ad#f entrusted to him by the
General Assembly, to urge the United Kingdom auities to resume bilateral
negotiations.

51. At the 8th meeting of the Special Committees thpresentatives of Cuba (on
behalf of CELAC), the Syrian Arab Republic, VenelauéBolivarian Republic of),
Ecuador, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), NicaraglChina, the Russian Federation,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Sierra LeoneuHen behalf of UNASUR),
Guatemala, Costa Rica and Brazil also made statesmem the question of the
Falkland Islands (Malvinas). The Minister for Fayei Affairs and Worship of
Argentina made a further statement. At the 9th mmget on 21 June, the
representatives of Uruguay (on behalf of MERCOSURIexico, El Salvador,
Colombia, Angola and Papua New Guinea made statenmanthe same question.

52. On 12 November 2013, the Chair of the Spec@h@ittee on Decolonization,
Diego Morején Pazmifio, and Bureau members met whithh Secretary-General.
According to the official readout of the meetingn@ng other issues, the Secretary-
General noted the importance the Special Commatesched to the question of the
Falkland Islands (Malvinas) and, in that regarditerated that his good offices
remained available if both parties engaged.

Special Political and Decolonization Committee
(Fourth Committee)

53. On 7, 10, 11 and 14 October 2013, during theatke on decolonization issues
in the Special Political and Decolonization Commétt(Fourth Committee) of the
sixty-eighth session of the General Assembly, teedations of Argentina, Bolivia
(Plurinational State of), Brazil, Chile, Costa Ric&uba, Ecuador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, United Kingdodruguay and Venezuela
(Bolivarian Republic of) addressed the questiontha Falkland Islands (Malvinas),
as reflected i\/C.4/68/SR.3and 6 to 8.

54. On 7 October, the representative of the BolararRepublic of Venezuela,
speaking on behalf of the States members of MERCR @bd the associated States
Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Chile, Colombi&cuador and Peru, among other
things, said that it was currently a particularlyopitious time for redoubling
international efforts in favour of decolonizatian,line with the proclamation of the
Third International Decade for the Eradication obl&hialism. In the joint
communiqué of MERCOSUR States parties and assati&etes, adopted on
12 July 2013, the Heads of State and Governmetdr mia, reaffirmed the terms of
the Malvinas Declaration of 25 June 1996 and thoisthe Mendoza Declaration of
29 June 2012 pertaining to the “special and paldiceolonial situation” of the
Malvinas lIslands, South Georgia Islands and Sou#imd®ich Islands and the
surrounding maritime areas, and called for a regionpof negotiations between
Argentina and the United Kingdom.

55. The representative of Cuba, speaking on beb&ICELAC, among other
things, stated that in a 2012 special communiqw®&7/727, annex) adopted at the
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first CELAC Summit, the Heads of State and Governtref Latin America and the
Caribbean, inter alia, had reaffirmed their suppfort the legitimate rights of the
Argentine Republic in the dispute over the Malvinalends, South Georgia Islands
and South Sandwich Islands and the surrounding timegiareas, calling for the
resumption of negotiations between Argentina anel thnited Kingdom. They had
reiterated the importance of observing General Addg resolution31/49 and had
asked the Secretary-General to provide an updat@rogress in carrying out his
mission of good offices.

56. At the same meeting, the Deputy Permanent Reptative of Argentina

stated, among other things, that General Assemégplution 1514 (XV) made it

clear that more than one form of colonialism exiséend established two principles
to address the various cases: self-determinati@htarritorial integrity. The speaker
went on to say, inter alia, that the dispute over Malvinas Islands, South Georgia
Islands and South Sandwich Islands and the suriogntharitime areas had been
recognized in successive resolutions of the Genésdembly and the Special
Committee on Decolonization as a “special and patér colonial situation”, which

the sole two parties involved, Argentina and theiteth Kingdom, must resolve

through negotiations, taking into account the iagts of the inhabitants of the
islands.

57. Any attempt to allow the British population tre islands to arbitrate a dispute
to which their own country was a party distorte@ ttight of self-determination of

peoples, given that the situation did not involvpeople subjugated, dominated or
exploited by a colonial Power. Accordingly, the ager continued, the illegitimate

“referendum” unilaterally organized by the Unitedngdom in March 2013 in no

way changed the essence of the question and dicdffett Argentina’s undeniable

rights of sovereignty.

58. Further, the speaker stated that the Unitedyfam was illegally carrying out
unilateral activities involving the exploration arekploitation of renewable and
non-renewable natural resources in the disputech dre violation of General
Assembly resolutior81/49 and conducted military exercises, including thien§ of
missiles, which ran counter to the maritime safstgndards of the International
Maritime Organization and the regional policy ofnséstently seeking a peaceful
settlement of the dispute. The speaker elabordtatidther regions, too, had spoken
out in support of Argentina’s position. The DepuBermanent Representative
concluded by reaffirming Argentina’s commitment tesolve the sovereignty
dispute through dialogue, democratically, and parduto the terms of United
Nations resolutions (se®/C.4/68/SR.3.

59. On 10 October 2013, the representative of Sumim, speaking on behalf of
UNASUR, said that the military presence and exegisf the United Kingdom in
the Malvinas Islands, South Georgia Islands andtls@andwich Islands and the
surrounding maritime areas, as well as its otheilateral activities, including
exploration and exploitation of Argentina’s naturaésources in violation of
resolution31/49 contravened the UNASUR peaceful settlement pol8he went on
to say that the unlawful referendum conducted bg thnited Kingdom in the
Malvinas Islands in March 2013 had in no way chahge essence of the issue, nor
had its outcome ended the sovereignty dispute. Jgeaker concluded by saying
that, in 1985, the General Assembly had rejected &ylarge majority the
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incorporation of the principle of self-determinatién the resolution it had adopted
concerning the question of the Malvinas Islande &&.4/68/SR.§.

60. For his part, on 11 October 2013, the repredas of the United Kingdom,

among other things, stated that the British Governtis relationship with its

Overseas Territories, including the Falklands, wasmodern one based on
partnership, shared values and the right of thepfgeof each Territory to determine
whether it should remain linked to the United Kioga. Where a Territory chose to
remain British, the United Kingdom would maintaimda deepen its special
relationship with it.

61. The speaker went on to say that his Governnhewt been working closely
with its Overseas Territories to further develop partnerships with them. Since the
publication of a policy paper entitletihe Overseas Territories: Security, Success
and Sustainability, it had established an Overseas Territories Jodmisterial
Council, which included the Territory leaders anctmannually to review and
implement the strategy and commitments set ouh&nWhite Paper. The first Joint
Ministerial Council, held in December 2012, haduisd a detailed communiqué in
which the United Kingdom and its Territories hadpkined the nature of their
relationship and expressed their view that the @&nAssembly should remove
Territories that wished to maintain their links ithe United Kingdom from the list
of Non-Self-Governing Territories. The speaker atldbat the United Kingdom
welcomed the referendum held in the Falkland Istaid March 2013, in which
99.8 per cent of people had voted for their Tersitto remain a British Overseas
Territory (seeA/C.4/68/SR.J.

62. Speaking in exercise of the right of reply, tegresentatives of Argentina and
of the United Kingdom reiterated their Governmemé&spective positions a number of
times during the deliberations of the Fourth Conegt(seé\/C.4/68/SR.3 6 and 8).

C. Action taken by the General Assembly

63. By resolution58/316 the General Assembly decided that the item editl

“Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas)” woutdmain on the agenda for
consideration upon notification by a Member Stdtg.at the date of the issuance of
the present working paper, no such notificationabMember State to the Assembly
had been received.
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