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x fhis document contains the chapter on the Cook'Is1ands. The general-
introductory chapter of the Special Conmittee wll-l be issued subsequentl_y
under the synbol A/6OCO. Other chapters of the report have been issudd as
addenda.
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I. INFONMATION ON :IHE TBRITORTES

A. GE\ffiAI

t. Infornatlon on the Cook Islands 1s eheady contained in the Special
Connittee r b report to the General Asserob.ly at lts ni.neteenth 6e6sion
(A/58OO / Add,.6, chapter XV). Suppl-ementary information on 

"ecent 
devel-oBments

concernlng the Terrltory 1s set out be].ov.
2. 0n the basls of a census conducted on the outer lsLands In L961 and the
estlloated lot)ulatlon of the naln 1sland of Baxotonga, the populatlon of the Cook

fslands totaJ-led !9 r2L4, sholring &n lncrease of BJ6 since the census 1n f96l-.

B. POLITICA.L AND CONSTIflITIO]WI, DSVELON/ENTS

1. On 11 August 1964, the Oook Is].ands Constltutioral 3j-IL l\'bLch provldes a

constltutlon for tbe Cook Islands after they achleye lnternal- self-goyernoent in
!)6J, vaa introduced sinultaneous\r in the Nev Zeal-and Par].lement and the Cook

Islends Ieglslatlve Assenbly. In Septenber 1t was passed wlth some anendments

by the Cook Igland s Assenbly" OrlglnalJy the Elgh Conmissloner was to represent
the Queen as the flead of State. Thls proTision was amended to inc1ude tnro Cook

fsLands represeatatives who eouJ.d be chosen to sit 'tdth the Neq Zealand Ei-gh

Connisgioner as a Counci-L of State. They voul-d be appoj.nted for a term of four
years and. be e.]-lg:ib].e for qeappointment, In October L96l+, lbe Constltution 8111

w'as pessed b5r the New Zealand Parl-iao.ent.
11. Ia f'ebruary 1965, the New Zeoland Goverrroent welcomed the xeconnendatlon to
the GeneraL Assembly of the Special Corm'ittee of Tventy-tr'our that the people of
the Cook Islandg be enabl-ed to elrpress their vlshes in accordance with the
prowlslone of reBolutlon 1514 (XV) through.rqel-L-estab.l-1shed deEocratlc processes

under Unlted Natlons supenrj.sion, and requested that an approprlate person or
persons be nornine,ted to be preseEt 1a the Cook Islands on behalf of the Urlted
Natiods fo} the eLectlon caEpalgn and the el-ection 1n Apr1l 1965, and. for the
debate and declslon upon the draft constltutlorx by the newly el-ected. L,eglslatlve
Assernbly ia l,lay (a/5880) .

5. In resolutlon 2005 (Xff) of 1B Februery 1965 t]ne Ger,eraL Assenbly authorlized

the appointnent by the Secretary-General of a Unlted Nation6 Representatlve to
supeflrise the e]-ectl-ons and to obseffe the proceed.iDgs concernlng tbe draft,




