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|. Introduction Il. Review of coordinated mine action

1. Theissue of mine action has been on the agenda &, Inter-sessional meetings and processes

the General Assembly since 1993 and has been considered related to the Ottawa Convention

annually since that time. Mosg¢eently, in its resolution

53/26 of 17 November 1998, the Genemssembly 5 | order to consolidate and concentrate global mine
requested the Secretary-General to submit to it at its fiflysjon efforts and to highlight the role of the Convention

fourth session a report on the progress achieved on @fline prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and

relevant issues outlined in his previous reports 10 theansfer of Anti-personnel Mines and on Their Destruction

Assembly on assistance in mine clearance, as well as@x ottawa Convention) as a comprehensive framework
the operation of the Voluntary Trust Fund fssistance for mine action, the First Meeting of the States Parties,

in Mine Clearance (now renamed Voluntary Trust Funghq in Maputo, decided to establish an inter-sessional
for Assistance in Mine Action). work programme. The aim is to organize the work within

2. The present report is submitted pursuant to thiie framework of the Convention in a way that promotes

request. It provides information on the activities of thepntinuity, openness, transparency, inclusiveness and a
organizations of the United Nations system, as well agoperative spirit.

those of other bodies and non-governmental organizatigNs  rjye informal standing committees of experts were

doing similar workin mi_neactipn.The mostfamiliarmingstabnshed to focus on (a) mine clearance; (b) victim

action programmes in afflicted countries such aggjstance, socio-economic reintegration and mine
Afghanistan, Angola, Cambodia and Croatia are includgdiareness; (c) technologies for mine action; (d) stockpile
here, as are very recent adties now being undertaken ingestryction; and (e) general status and operation of the
Chad, Kosovo, Nicaragua andr8alia. In the context of conyention. Co-chairs and co-rapporteurs were designated

increased demands on limited resources, the functionings,ch a way as to ensure the active participation of both
of the Voluntary Trust Fund is also of particular relevancg,ine-affected States and donor States.

3. National and local approaches to the problem of  1he meetings of the standing committees are open
clearance have existed for decades. Mine action ageng{eg)| Governments, relevant international organizations,
and international humatarian progemmes are, however, 5,4 non-governmental organizations, and their

a relatively new and distinct response. Most are less thal anization is supported by the Geneva International
10 years old, and have accomplished much in termsQl,ie for Humanitarian Demining. The work of the

saving lives, but the principal _reaso_n_fo_r their creation é?anding committees should build on the approach and
that the full extent of the Iandmme crisisis nowund_erstoggirit of inclusivity and engagement present in the Ottawa
to go beyond the clearance issue. Itis now recognized thfcess, the Oslo negotiations and the First Meeting of the

a fundamental need exists explicitly to addres§ates parties. The first meetings of the standing

humanitarian implications. committees took place in Geneva in September on mine
4. Responding to requests made by the Genegdgarance and on victim assistance, socio-economic
Assembly in resolution 53/2@&ll relevant bodies within reintegration and mine awareness. Supporting the work
the United Nations structure have maintained ami@ne in other forums, in particular the work of the United
improved their respective efforts in the area of mirléations Mine Action Service, they contributed to
assistance. The responses of United Nations agencies tana@taining the momentum and cohesion behind the global
Assembly’s requests are described in the present repbrtmanitarian mine action effort.

Special note is made of the accomplishments of the United

Nations Mine Action Service in collaborating with and . o

coordinating all mine-related activities of United NationsB- The use of national militaries

agencies, funds and programmes.
8. United Nations involvement with the militaries of

mine-contaminated countries is very closely daged. This

is for a number of different reasons, the most compelling
being the fact that the armed forces in selected countries
operate along party lines and can be major political



A/54/445

instruments, if not political players themselvesl2. Of the 10 assessment missions planned in 1999, 4
Recognizing that the United Nations must respect theave been completed, to Ecuador, Jordan, Lebanon, and
fundamental principles of neality and impatiality, ithas Peru. Ten additional missions are being considered for the
been determined that training or support for mine actigrear 2000, although the United Nations’s ability to
will not be provided to theilitaries of mine-cotraminated implement this work plan fully has been impeded by
countries. At the same time, however, the United Natiosgveral factors, including the recent Kosovo crisis and
is well aware that national armed forces often possessntinuing staffing difficulties at the United Nations Mine
valuable technical expertise that could be put to good u8etion Service.

in a mine-contaminated environment.

9. In an effort to reconcile that situation, policy
guidelines have been drafted that allow for United Nation

support of government mine action programmes th : :
include collaborative arrangements with the militarie 5 As part of the process of formulating an effective

Considered on a case-by-case basis, such circumstar{(?gt OT?E_tO thtilaBdT'geNcrf's’ one otf(;[hg f|_r§t atr_ld most
and supportrequire, ata minimum, that, (a) militaries a & ITaf mg? € Lnite da' lons must_ o||s aen t'fy ed
not party to any conflict, open or latent; and (b) the overaff /¢! 0! assistance required in any particuiar country, an

coordination, control and priority-setting of mine actiorlihert] . |d%r|1t|fy _thoset_ mme-?ff_?_cted cmlj)ntrles f vl\:here
is the responsibility of civilian authorities in-country. sustainab’e mine action activities can becassiuly
initiated. In doing so, a critical tool is the conduct of a

level 1 survey, which not only locates mined and suspected
C. Assessment missions mined areas, but also measures the impact of mine
contamination on civilian populations by collating and

10. Assessment missions continue to be a key elemen?Bf!ySing relevant topographic, demographic and socio-
United Nations mine action activities and have provéfOnomic data collected during the survey.

instrumental in developing a better understanding of thd. Building on data initially collected in assessment
global landmine threat and in ensuring that an integratexdssions, a level 1 survey identifies the scope of the
approach is adopted by the United Nations system in lidsmdmine problem down to the community level. Through
efforts to provide assistance. Specifically, assessmeapid rural appraisal techniques that have been developed
missions play a critical role in determining the variebdy selected non-governmental organizations and
impact landmines have in mine-afflicted countries aroumgternational institutions for use in general humanitarian
the world. By adapting an inter-agency and multassistance and development programmes, the survey draws
disciplinary approach coordinated by the United Natiompon community knowledge and local perceptions of the
Mine Action Service in identifying local conditions andsocial and economic impact of mines within peoples’ own
concerns, the United Nations is better able to tailor micemmunities.

?ctl;)n_assmtetl)rlme FO f: |réd|(\j/|duafl countnels need_s. T_ . The survey provides policy makers at all levels with
a}n rr]mne problem In the uh'almi ordex_amp_e,:(s Primartytormation that can assist them in determining general
ora u?"nar;]ltananlnature, while landmines |r:j en|1en PO3fine action priorities and, more specifically, estimate the
:’noléeo 3t rea;[jt(FJ) ong-te_rm SOC'.O'eC.mO(;Z'_C_ eve %pmeﬂetvel of personnel and financial requirements required of
N Ecuador and Feru, mine a_ct|_on, ina '“OT‘ to bein afledging national mine action programme. The survey
key elem_ent of_the pgace-bundmg Process, IS More Ok fhcass allows problem areas to be geographically
hu_man_lrl_ghtls |sdsged_|n the senselth_at landmines aff ntified, prioritized and mapped using a geographic
primarily isolated indigenous populations. information system (GIS), ensuring that efforts are
11. Assessment missions axine the requirementsconsistently focused on areas with the greatest need. The
associated with each component of a comprehensive aodtribution to the decision-making process of survey data
integrated mine action programme. An evaluation is maideequally valuable to the different components of a mine
taking into account the following: local capacities for minaction programme: mine awareness, advocacy, victim
action; the security situation; the willingness of all partiesssistance and mine marking and clearance efforts all
y g p g
to support a mine action programme; and the impacth#nefit from information collected in surveys.
mines on the population from humanitarian, health, socio-
economic and developmental perspectives.

SD. National surveys
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E. Information management mine incidents by informing and educating people of the

nature of the landmine threat. Ultimately, the goal is to

16. Recognizing the scope of the landmine problem afifiable mine-affected communities to develop ways that
the myriad different factors needing to be considered fable them to co-exist safely with a mine threat.

implementing mine action programmes, the developmeyd. There are a number of ways to promote “mine-smart”
of an information management system is a priority for thhaviour when confronted with a mine emergency. In
United Nations Mine Action Service. Developed for thROSOVO, an aggressive pub“c infoation Campaign was
Service by the Geneva International Centre f@ndertaken, complemented by village presentations and
Humanitarian Demining, the Information Managemenjecurity briefings. In a more established landmine-
System for Mine Action (IMSMA) will provide mine action contaminated environment such as Afghanistan, Cambodia
agencies, donors and the United Nations with a unifigd the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, however,
information and management system to enhanggphasis is placed on strengthening other mine action
collaborative decision-making for mine action. components and community-based mine awareness efforts.

17. The first phase of the project, the development offageneral, implementing partners agree that participatory,
field module, has just been completed. Designed for Ug¥nmunity-based mine awareness is the key to sustainable
within mine-affected countries, the field moduldong-term mine awareness education. The United Nations
incorporates a database and GIS Capabi”ty that V\fﬂhildren’s Fund (UNICEF),thelnternational Committee
facilitate the storage, collation and analysis of minateel Of the Red Cross, the Save the Children Fund, Handicap
information. Building on the past experiences of a numbéternational and the Mines Advisory Group, in

of existing mine action programmes, the module is capagRoperation with national mine action centres, have all
of processing and displaying the full spectrum d&feveloped comprehensive programmes based on the
information recessary in support of international minéoncepts of safer villages and community liaison. Such a
action activities. Relevant information would include akommunity-based approach provides mine-affected
data gathered in the survey process, the ability to proceé@gimunities with a voice in the overall mine action effort
data relating to the impact of mine contamination and miRgproviding information on minefield locations, assisting
awareness and victim assistance-related data. Figldnine marking and performing advocacy work for mine
modules have already been made available and will \Betims.

disseminated in the future as new programmes 3 The release of the International Guidelines for
undertaken. Instruction in procedures for the use of thgndmine and Unexploded Ordnance Awareness Education
systemis currently under way and database personnel figmyay 1999 has played a crucial role in that context,
seven different programmes have been selected pi@viding a framework for integrated mine awareness
participate in the initial training session. interventions. As developed by UNICEF, the International

18. The development of the information processirfguidelines refer, among other things, to the various steps
module and the information dissemination module to bavolved in mine awareness programme planning and
used at United Nations Headquarters comprise the secRglementation and contain detailed information on
stage of the IMSMA project and are due for release in eaf\gssage content and the development of awareness
2000. Ultimately, those added capabilities will combine tBaterials. In addition to the Guidelines, a comprehensive
establish a network linking other external and Uniteckage of mine awareness training materials and modules
Nations databases and forming a Comprehensw also being developed and should be available in 2000.
information management system upon which effective

strategic planning and management of mine actio

activities will be based. &. Advocacy

22. Recentmtements made by the Secretary-General in
F. Mine awareness numerous public forums have significantly raised popular
appreciation of the landmine crisis, and the impetus to

19. Mine awareness is an integral part of mine actié¢velop immediate and effective advocacy solutions has
and, as such, strives to complement clearance operatidfgfeased correspondingly.

survey, marking and victim assistance efforts by utilizingg,  As the mine action focal point within the United
information management techniques in an effort to reduq@tions system, the United Nations Mine Action Service
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has been successfulin coordinating system-wide advocaoprdination centre in Pristina, under the auspices of the
initiatives and programmes that promote mine awarenefepartment of Peacekeeping Operations and at the outset
The United Nations Mine Action Service was an activef KFOR and United Nations deployments to the region,
participant in the Maputo conference in 1999 and at tlexemplifies the practicality of such a division of labour.
inter-sessional meetings held in Geneva, taking tl@milarly, in Western Sahara mine awareness training for
opportunity once again toraise the profile of the landmiriacoming military and civilian police personnel and United
issue and to push for the total eradication of all antNations staff is carried out on a regular basis. By mid-
personnellandmines. Inthatregard, existing partnershievember 1998 the Force Demining Unit of the United
with non-governmental organizations, donor countries amdations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara
other United Nations bodies have been broadened and ndWNURSO), in conjunction with the Royal Armed Forces
relationships have been developed. of Morocco and units of the Frente Popular para la

24. The Mine Action Service has also made availablekiPeracion de Saguia el-Hamra y de Rio de Oro (Frente
large number of advocacy tools. Newsletters anPdOLISARIO_) cleared more than 545’(_)00 square me_tres of
bookmarks have been published and other promotion@l'd- The Mine Information Cell continues to coordinate
items are being designed. A dedicated Web site on tﬁ@d monitor mm_e/UXO clearance_ activities in Western
Internet has been established and will be expanded anf/ara- In Kuwaitand Lebanon, mine and UXO clearance
updated with currentinformation. Anumber of extiins  2ctivities are also conducted on a regular basis by the
have also been organized throughout the world, e_C|aI|zed m|I|ta_ry units de_ploye_d as part of the United
Mozambique, the United Kingdom and the United State§ations Irag-Kuwait Observation Mission (UMOM) and
Public speeches made by Unitealthns staffreiterate the the Umted_Natlons Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL)
trauma and fear caused by mines in contaminatQ&acekeemrlg forces.

countries. By employing such proven methods and
exploring the advocacy potential of new techniques, theI
Mine Action Service will continue t@bby on behalf of all )
those whose lives are affected by the presence 20_;
landmines. '

Technology

Itis generally acknowledged that technolodyvet,
at least in the short term, provide significantly improved
mine detection and clearance equipment for the user

H. The role of peacekeeping operations community. Improvements are likely to be evolutionary,
with emphasis being given to better understanding the

25. Itis usual for peacekeeping missions to underta_(l:@:p"j‘bi”f‘ieS of existing technol_ogy. In that reSPeCt' an

various mine action activities as part of thei1[nternat|onal _test _and evaluation programme is being
responsibilities in mine-affected countries. Indeed, despfi&V€/oPed which aims to reduce duplication of testing and
the fact that the primary aim of such mine action activitiéyaluation efforts by adopting a common programme of
would simply be to reduce the immediate threat posed ipment  testing. The programme will _prowd_e

landmines to peacekeepers, such efforts ultimately matl] sparency betweep establishments involved in tefs'Fmg
into a more durable contribution, allowing for further Iongf—md evaluation and with the donor and user communities.

term action to be taken by other organizations or Unit@8. A second major initiative is the development by the
Nations agencies. Peacekeeping activities in a territddpited Nations Mine Action Service of international
often allow for the first real assessment of the scope gafidelines for the criteria of mine action equipment. The
mine/unexploded ordnance (UXO) contamination to tz@m of the guidelines is to provide for a common approach
made, the establishment of mine information collection atm equipment definition, by which common operational
dissemination systems and, whenecassary, the needs are identified, the availability and performance of
coordination and conduct of mine/UXO clearancexisting equipment is published, the test results of new
activities. equipment are made available and the research and

. . - lopment of future technologies is discussed. This
26. Such a proactive approach is especially appar&?ﬁ’e : _ .
when a peacekeeping mission’s mandate inCIudlgéormatlonwnlbebroughttogetheron asingletechnology

provisions for mine action, as is the case with the Unitgaltemet site, which will beacessed via the homepage of

Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovothe United Nations Mine Action Service and is due to be

(UNMIK). The timely establishment of the mine actior?nIine by Decembet993.
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. L 33. The United Nations Foundation board has approved
J. International Standards for Humanitarian  three mine action projects suttted by the United Nations
Mine Clearance Operations Mine Action Service and valued at over $4 million. The
projects include the publtion of a landmine safety
29. At an international conference in Denmark held imandbook and assiated training tools that aim to provide
July 1996, international standards for humanitarian miaéd workers and peacekeepers with appropriate mine
clearance programmes were proposed by working groups/iareness education; a mine information and
Criteria were prescribed for all aspects of mine clearancemmunications technology geet targeted atimproving
standards were recommended and a new, univerBeld level coordination in the mine-infested regions of
definition of “clearance” was agreed to. A United Nationsouthern Africa; and a $3.79 million matching grant for
led working group subsequently revised and developed the conduct of level 1 surveys in selected countries and
principles, resulting in whatis now known as Internation#drritories. Through the level 1 survey project, the United
Standards for Humanitarian Mine Clearance OperatiomNations Foundation will provide $1 for every $3 donated.

The first version of the standards was released by 91 g ynited Nations Mine Action Service will be
United Nations Mine Action Service in March 1997.\king in close partnership with CARE International for
30. In promoting the guidelines, it was recognized th#te landmine safety handbook, with the International
it would be necessary to review the standards periodicdllgvelopment Research Centre for the mine information
toreflect developing mine action practices and procedurasad communications technology prct and with the
To that end, the Service is currently conducting a reviedurvey Action Centre on the level 1 survey project work.
of the existing standards to ensure that they accurat8lych working alliances further strengthen Unitedidhs-
reflect recent developments in mine clearance technologgn-governmental organization collaboration in the areas
practices and procedures. As an example, the potentiabbfnine action, both at Headquarters and in the field.
mine detection dogs to increase the efficiency amddeed, as United Nations Fund for International
productivity of mine clearance operations is widelRartnerships/United Nations Foundation will be an
acknowledged by the United Nations and the widé@nportant source of extrabudgetary funding within the
demining community. Opinion on their specific utilityandJnited Nations system for the better part of the next
reliability, however, is divided. decade, the United Nations Mine Action Service will
%ontinue to develop and seek out innovativgents that

31. The United Nations Mine Action Service is workin L .
tGW|th|n the Foundation’s mandate.

on the development of an international standard to

applied to mine-detection dogs. The standard will provide

comprehensive performance criteria that will be used : :

test and accredit mine-detection dogs. The results of ”1?9 United Nations SyStem

testing regime will determine the range of tasks, if any, . . . . )

that a dog team may conduct in any given theatre. Th&. United Nations Mine Action Service

standard will be part of the reviewed hierarchy of policy,

guidelines and standards documents that are curre@®y The major challenge for the United Nations Mine

under review by the Service, with assistance provided Agtion Service over the past 12 months has been the

the Geneva International Centre for Humanitariatfansition from policy formulation to implementation.

Demining. When the Service was established as part of the Secretary-
General’s process of reform, much emphasis was placed
on defining the roles of the various United Nations entities

K. United Nations Foundation and other players in the field of mine action (see A/53/496,

annex Il, entitled “Mine action and effective coordination:

32. Inexploring new avenues for resource mobilizatioknited Nations policy). The annex to the 1998 report

the United Nations Mine Action Service has worked vegmphasized the coordination and priority-setting role of

closely with the United Nations Fund for Internationdhe Mine Action Service —arole that was difficult to fulfil

Partnerships, which is the United Nations counterpavithout a more accurate picture of the global threat of

office to the United Nations Fouation established ih997 landmines. Terms of reference have been developed to

with a $1 billion contribution from Ted Turner in suppordefine how inter-agency assessment missions could

of United Nations activities. undertake such a task. Through the period under review,
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four such missions have taken place and the information
gathered has assisted in the selection of countries wher§
level 1 surveys should be undertaken and, equally™’
important, wheretheyare not needed. This logical proce
from assessment missions to level 1 surveys will provi
consistent and comparable information for the IMSM
database that will allow for priority-setting by the Unite
Nations Mine Action Service and donors. The process
selection of countries for such missionsis donethrough t
Inter-Agency Coordination Group to ensure thd
development, as well as humanitarian emergen89. The FirstMeeting alsoadopted standardizet&ts,
considerations, are met. which had been developed by the Department for
sarmament Affairs in consultation with parties, for
nual reporting of transparency measures under article
through the United Nations Mine Action Service, an of the Convention. The nine categories of information to

programme implementation vis-a-visthe role of the Unite reported upon pertain to national implementation

Nations Office for Prgect Services as the principaIUnitedmeasureS; numbers of mines in stockpiles; known or

Nations service provider. The policy framework cIarifie&uspeCted locations of mines; details concerning the mines
roles and responsibilities and provided a framework & tamedt_ or. trz:ntsferrefd for purposesfauthorlzed _by thf
consensus-building that can be illustrated by the Unit nvention, status _0 programmes for conversion o
Nations Development Programme (UNDP)-initiate roduction facilities; status of programmes for the

programmes in Chad and Yemen, and the response truction of mines; types and quantities of mines
Kosovo led by the Mine dtion Ser\}ice Similarly, the destroyed; technical characteristics of mines produced or

coordination role played by the Service in Kos was possessed that may facilitate their identification and

complemented and reinforced by the implementation ro%earance; and measures taken to warn the population

assumed by the United Nations Office for jeob Services ﬁoncetr)nmg areals wr:jer%:mnDes aret knO\tN?] or ZUSPTCte%tO
in establishing and managing the field operations. ave been emplaced. The Department has developed a
computerized database to collect, store, retrieve and

37. The overall coordination role of the Mine Actiongisseminate those data. As the data will be of direct

Service in the transition from policy formulation torelevance to mine action, they will be maaeessible to
implementation has worked well within the United Nationg| interested parties through the Internet.

system, most notably through the Inter-Agenc . .
Coordination Group’s decisions related to assessment As noted in resolution 53/26, Amended Protocol I|

missions, surveys and the development of the mine acti%onthefcco:n\{[er_]tlocr:l on PI‘?thIfI(\J/CS or Res\t/\r/lrc]:fu%ni/lon tge
portfolio. However, attempts to apply that consultativ se of Lertain Lonventional YWeapons Ic ay be

process more widely to external partners has met wi cemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have

varying degrees of success. Partnership with the Sur ?'Scf'm'f}ate Eﬁec'fswntams a m:_mber of |tmp?rga|m:h
Action Centre on the level 1 survey process is a positi ovisSions for mine-clearance operations, mostnotablythe

example of such cooperation, as is the strong link Witrﬁqwrementofdetectabnlty. The Depaent has also been

donors through the ad hoc Mine Action Support Grou?andat.ed t(; S]SS.'St State;s pafrtles to thAe\ Pro(';(_)coll mththe
chaired by Norway. The United Nations Mine Actio onvening of théir annual conterences. Accordingly, the

Service has not been as successful with the steeri pa_rtment has_substantively serviced the Preparatory
committee mechanism established to strengthen links wi eting for the First Annual Conference (25 and 26 May

non-governmental organizations and private orzations. 99) and will do so for the Conference itself, to be held
While there are good working relationships, in particulafrrom 15 to 17 December999.
atthefield level, the steering committee has yet to become

a formal structure for consultation an_d coordination at theC_ Office for the Coordination of
Headquarters level. Every effort will be made by the
Service over the coming months to improve the situation,
initially by building on the partnerships established in
Kosovo.

Department for Disarmament Affairs

e§' During the past 12 months, in accordance with the
unctions of the depositary, the Department for
isarmament Affairs coordinated United Nations
Pcretariat assistance to the parties at the First Meeting of
e States Parties to the Ottawa Convention and adopted
{s report! to which was annexed the Maputo Declaration.

36. Another principal focus during the period undePI
review has involved programme initiation, as coordinat

Humanitarian Affairs
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41. Over the past year, the Office for the CoordinatioHumanitarian Demining on the requirements of an
of Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariat has sharedformation management system to be adopted in the field.
information on humanitarian mine action with relevantyNDP, in consultation with the Service, is developing an
United Nations bodies. As was demonstrated by the miaerangement with the Geneva International Centre for a
situation in the Sudan, the Office was able to assist teidy on the socio-economic consequences of landmines,
United Nations Mine Action Service, the United Nationgith specific reference to the impact of mines/UXO and the
Office for Project Services and UNICEF in éilizing a benefits of mine action. Ofthe 20 mine action programmes
mine awareness project. With regard to the Sudaand initiatives supported by the United Nations, UNDP is
consultations were also held to discuss the feasibility of th@w responsible for 14, with new programme components
project for the northern sector of the country. Mognitiated in the past year in Azerbaijan, Thailand and
recently, in Kosovo, the Under-Secretary-General fofemen. UNDP is involved in helping to plan mine action
Humanitarian Affairs facilitated the participation of theactivities in Jordan and Lebanon, following thecent
Mine Action Service in theinter-agency needs assessmassessment missions to those countries led by the Mine
mission to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia that visitefiction Centre.

the province during the air strikes by the North Atlantigf& A second partnership, launched in March 1999 with

Treaty Organization (NATO). The Office for they,s ynited Nationsssodation of the United States and
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs also participates g, un as “Adopt-a-Minefield”, establishes a funding

Jom_t assess_mentmlssmnsllec_l bythebUIj_ned Ngtlor;)s Mingachanism that allows civil society organizations and
Action Service, most recentlyin Azerbaijan and Le ano'ES'rivate individuals to contribute to mine action activities.

42. On the policy side, the Office has complementéthe project is being implemented by the UniteatiNns
related efforts by other United Nations bodies and h&dfice for Project Services and, by Jurl®99, 16
contributed to the production of a document entitleaninefields in Afghanistan, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
“United Nations Mine Action and the Use of theCambodia, Croatia and Mozambique had been “adopted”.

Militz_iries”, .WhiCh chuses on safeguard@ng _the ”e“t_ra?”%. In 1998-1999, overall funding pledged ardeived
and impartiality of international humanitarian demmmgor national mine action programmes involving UNDP
efforts. exceede®45 million. UNDP seed funds of over $8 million
43. As coordinator of the consolidated appeal processjcceeded in raising donanpport through cost-sharing
the Office continues to work with its partners to soliciarrangements, contributions to trust funds, and through
timely and adequate funding for mine action activities ibilateral funding arrangements. Despite this considerable
countries covered by the appeal. In 1999, over $63 milliaesource mobilization effort, however, a shortfall of more
was requested by various partners for mine actighan $30 million remains against peoted needs. Bridge-
activities, including requests for Afghanistan, Albaniafinancing for ongoing activities in Angola and Bosnia and
Angola, Guinea-Bissau, Somalia, the Sudan and thkierzegovina was provided by the United Nations Mine
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Kosovo). To dateAction Service through the Voluntary Trust Fund.
however, only some $10 million has beeceived.

E. Office of the United Nations High
D. United Nations Development Programme Commissioner for Refugees

44. UNDP has an active and growing role in mine actiar8. With the adoption of the Ottawa Convention in
and, through the mine action supportjpod established September 1997, the Office of the United Nations High
in its Emergency Response Division, has continued G@mmissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has been revising
provide guidance, technical support and assistanceittp policy and operational guidelines to improve the
country-level mine action programmes. UNDP activebffectiveness of ongoing mine action programmes as they
participatesin all established United Nations inter-agengpgply to refugees and returnees. Initiatives such as the
coordination mechanisms and the appointment of a liais@gtion for the Rights of Children, which UNHCR has
officer to the United Nations Mine Action Service ensuregnbarked upon, together with UNICEF and the Save the
ongoing and effective coordination. Children Alliance, represent just such a step towards the

45. UNDP has continued to work with the Mine ActiofProtection of victims. UNHCR continues to include mine
Service and the Geneva International Centre f8ftion componentsin its country programmes, addressing
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such issues as mine awareness, training, detectiomernational forums and has participated in the United
demarking and actual demining. Nations Mine Action Service inter-agency mine action

49. In Bosnia and Herzegovina, UNHCR has continudfSessment ngils_sm_ns. UNICEF programmes on m|r|1e
to use six agency-sponsored independent demining teaf¥areness and victim assistance are ongoing in Angola,

which are carrying out clearance operations to effect tfg?S"1a and Herzegovina, Cambodia, Croatia, the Lao

return of minorities. UNHCR intends to phase out suppofc©P!€’s Democratic Republic and kombique, while new

bythe end of 1999 and to transfer all demining capabiIitié)§°grammes have_ been initiated in Albania, Guatemala,
and assets to a national body and selected ndfgsovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Nicaragua, and south

governmental organizations. A total of $2.6 million waudan.

allocated for mine action by UNHCR in 1998 and $2.54. In response to the crisis in the southern Balkans,
million in 1999. By the end of 1998, a total of 413,208JNICEF continues to implement, in cooperation with other
square metres had been manually searched and decldJaited Nations bodies and non-governmental
free from mines and other unexploded ordnance. organizations, mine awareness education activities as part
f regional mine action approach. In cooperation with the

50. Following national elections in Cambodia in Jul ; . S : L
NMIK Mine Action Coordination Centre in Pristina, a

1998, UNHCR entered directly into agreement with th i ) .
Cambodia Mine Action Centre and a non-government ?mprehenswe mine awareness education strategy was
eveloped with the goal of providing information on the

organization, the HALO Trust. Mine action activities
include surveying, land verification and demarcation, ar s ith oth . ) 4 h L
clearance activities in priority resettlement areas. Si?éiucatlon with other mine action an umanitarian

clearance for the UNHCR quick impact projects anﬁCtiVitieSf As par'F of the overall strate_zgy, a public
information campaigns at sites located in high-risl?format'on campaign was undertaken, during which some

locations are also being undertaken. A budget of $021€ million posters and leaflets were dis'Fributed and
million has been allocated for mine action activitie ine/UXO awareness messages were disseminated through

essential to the sustainable reintegration of returnees dﬂbernatjonal_ and local r_“?d'a-_ UNICEF developed a
the “anchoring” of displaced rural populations irFeacher s guide and a training kit, and has undertaken a
Cambodia “training of trainers” programme within refugee camps

_ _ ) ) together with non-governmental organizations.
51. Inline with the United Nations settlement plan for

Western Sahara approved by the Security Council, UNHCR: " cooperation with ?ther |(;nplemer_1t||ng partnber_s,
has been given the responsibility of implementing tH®!N€ awareness curricula and materials are being
voluntary repatriation to Western Sahara of some 120,08§"€!0ped for high-risk populations living in Albania and
Saharawi refugees and their families currently living jiosovo, _and refugeles retudrmng from th'rd countrle_s.
Algeria and northern Mauritania. As regards north-easf €Parations are also under way to integrate mine
Africa, UNHCR has signed an agreement with Handic wareness education into the formal education system and
International for the provision of a mine risk educatiof/'th the public health sector.

programme for the benefit of Somalirefugeesin the camps

of eastern Ethiopia. G. United Nations Office for Project Services
52. Most recently, in accordance with the Secretary-
General’s report of 12 July 1999 on the United Nationsg. United Nations policy on mine action identifies the
Interim Administration Mission in Kasvo (UNMIK) united Nations Office for Piject Services as a United
(S/1999/779), UNHCR has been given the task of leadilations system provider of services related to integrated
the humanitarian mine action component of the Kosovfiine action and capacity-building. The Office executes
response, as managed by the United Nations Mine Actigfine action programmes on behalf of selected United
Service and the United NatiOﬂSOfﬁCGfOfJéKﬂSGI’ViCGS. Nations agenciesi inc|uding the United Nations Mine
Action Service and UNDP, and works closely with both
. . . , United Nations bodies at Headquarters to ensure the
F. United Nations Children’s Fund effective design of programmes and their timely delivery.

ine/lUXO threat and integrating mine awareness

In response to a growing need for such operational
port, the Office established a Mine Action Unitin early
1998. Staffing of the Unit is now complete and is

53. Asthe United Nations focal point for mine awareneég'
education, UNICEF has taken an active role at numer
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responsible for the management of all the Office’8WHO) has started a consultation process with the
activities in this highly technical field. The Mine Actionrespective ministries of health of all affected States.
Unit is currently expanding its database of personnel af@llowing up on recommendations made in Kampala in
suppliers of equipment and services to ensure the wid&sptember 1998 at the first WHO Interregional Workshop
possible network of expertise and experience availableon a Concerted Public Health Response to Anti-Personnel

58. In addition to contracting non-governmentaMmes’ activities were implemented to achieve the

organizations and commercial suppliers, the UnitédP/ectives outlined in the WHO plan of action.

Nations Office for Prgect Services has developed thél. The first objective of the plan was to strengthen the
necessarylegal agreementstowork with Governments azapacity of national ministries of health in mine-affected
other organizations, providing military and civilianStates to better assess the health consequences of
personnel, equipment and services as in-kind contributiolamdmines. WHO convened a scientific meeting to develop
to mine action programmes. The capacity of the Officgandardized, internationallgeepted dta collection tools
capacity to act as a single contracting source is costad methods. Two such tools were developed in order to
effective and provides a standardized approach that carrbeord information on the incidence of fatal and non-fatal
applied to enhance mine action programmes worldwid@ndmine injuries and the circumstances in which they
The Office is currently executing or providing services toccur. Pilot testing of those instruments is currently under
14 major mine action programmes. Moeeently, it was way in Azerbaijan. In March 1999, WHO convened the
designated the executing agency for the Mine Actidiirst Workshop on Pre-Hospital Management of Mine
Coordination Centre in Kao. Injuries in cooperation with the Norwegian Trauma Care
Foundation.

62. WHO, asamember ofthe Inter-Agency Coordinating
Group on Mine Action, has participated in most of the
. .United Nations Mine Action Service assessment missions
59' The_ Worlt_j F.OOd Programme (WF_P) Is involved 'Bver the past year. WHO also helped to initiate the post-
mine action within the c_ontext Of_ relief gnd r_ecover?(/laputointer-sessional process. Related tothis, close links
programmes. In Cambodia, WFP is working with NOLe also being established with WHO regional offices, in
Gf)'?atrticular in Africa and the Americas, following up the

agencies on projects toaintain rural infrastructure andre ent alliance between the Pan American Health
resettle displaced persons. In Angola, the destruction&%amzation Canada and Mexico

roads and bridges and logistical problems regarding
delivery of food aid have long been impeding WFP
activities and, as a result, a special programme wag \A\orld Bank

conceived for secondaryroad refaation and associated

demining. The immedia_te gctive of the p_roje_ct was_t063_ During period under review, the World Bank has
ensure access to those in need of humamtan_an assistgfaee, involved, tovarying degrees, in mine action activities
andtofacilitate agricultural produ_ctlo_n by_prowdmgass in five countries. In Croatia from 1998 to 1999 the World
to markets. Because ofrenewed fighting in 1999, howey hnk financed two infrastructure repair projects, one for

WFP operations in Angola have been temporari mer : . : :
. ! gency transport in Croatia and onegefocusing
suspended. In addition, funds requested by WFP for mie e 2 tern Sjavonia. In both projects, the Bank enjoys a

action in the October 1998 consolidated appeal have npf.. working relationship with the Mine Action Centre
yet materialized. WFP is working on emergency roa( Zagreb

repairs in southern Sudan in an effort to open up land )
Corridors and gain unrestricted road access. 64. The World Bank S emergency |andm|ne Clearance

project in Bosnia and Herzegovina closed ird+thB99.

This was the first demining project designed by the Bank
I. World Health Organization and contributed to the establishment of a local

administration tasked with managing mine clearing issues.

60. In order to support mine-affected countries in th1e Bank also contributed to other organizations’ efforts
development of sustainable and integrated mine victifh Bosnia and Herzegovina by administering a Canadian

assistance programmes, the World Health Organizatigﬁ;ﬁnt, which was used to fund mine awareness lectures for
approximately 7,000 people across the country.

H. World Food Programme
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65. In Cambodia, the World Bank in 1999 financed @0. On behalfofthe United Nations Mine Action Service,
project that is intended to rehabilitate key roads arntde Geneva Centre for Humanitarian Demining, with
includes, in consultation with the Mine Action Centrégechnical support provided by the Swiss Federal Institute
there, a mine survey component. of Technology, has continued to manage the development

66. A social assessment and stakeholder consultatighin€ Information Management System for Mine Action
process in Azerbaijan highlighted the fact that concerﬁWSMA)' Emphasm_‘. in 1999 has been to comple_t_e the
regarding landmines were adversely affecting efforts fiVelopmentof the field module of the system. Additional
resettle Azeris internally displaced by the Nagorn)f-“p_port to the Umteq Nations Mine A_c'Flon Service in the
Karabakh conflict. Preparations for a demining and mirgE"!0d under reviewincluded the provision of three experts
awareness institutional capacity were begun by the Baffk"€inforce the United Nations staff in kas.

and in late 1997 it was agreed that UNDP should take tiié. At the First Meeting of the States Parties to the
lead in that area. The first phase of the Azerbaija@ttawa Convention, the Centre was invited by the States
Resettlement and Reconstruction Agency programmejdrties to provide practical support to the work of five
$54 million includes $3nillion for demining, of which open-ended standing committees of experts on mine action.
$500,000 would be funded from the $20 millionThat supportwill involve providing the venue, supporting
International Developmermssodation credit for a pilot facilities and administration for meetings of the standing
reconstruction project approved bythe Association’s Boaowmmittees and other related inter-sessional activities.
in June 1998.

67. The World Bank is supporting a series of

analytical/sector studies in Afghanistan as part of itsB' HALO Trust
watching briefactivities. In 1999, throughiits post-conflic172
fund grant facility, the Bank is also providing financing,g '
to the Afghan Mine Action Centre so that it may prepar
a thorough socio-economic cost-benefit analysis
demining activities.

The period under review saw an expansion of HALO
rust mine clearance programmes, matched by the
ovision of additional mechanical mine clearance
capabilities, which have resulted in major improvements
in productivity and cost savings to donors. The Hazardous
Areas Life-Support Organization (HALO) has continued

\V/ Intergovernmental and non- its emphasis on local capacity-building and now has
' | . . approximately 3,000 local staff and 20 international staff
governmental organizations working worldwide.

68. Theroleofintergovernmental and non-governmentgd A0 is currently undertaking clearance projectsin
organizations has been indispensable to the work of MiRGkhazia, Afghanistan, north-east Africa, Angola,
action. Some of those organizations, such as ICRC, h@’&mbodia, Mozambique, Nagorny-Karabakh and, most
been active participants in humanitarian mine ac“?@cently,in Kosovo. In Jur999, HALO began a country-
efforts since the beginning, while other relatively neyiqe survey of Kosovo on behalf of the Unitedthons, in
actors, such as the Geneva International Centre {gich collected data are to be deposited in the new IMSMA
Humanitarian Demining, are onlgeently making their \yor|gwide database. HALO is also developing full-scale
technical expertise available. manual and mechanical clearance capabilities for Kosovo
and aims to have 700 deminers and 15 mechanical units

) deployed there in the i diate future.
A. Geneva International Centre for eployed there in the iImmediate future

Humanitarian Demining
C. Handicap International

69. The Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian
Demining was formally established on 28 April 1998 by4. Handicap International has long had a worldwide
the Government of Switzerland as a non-profit fOUﬂdati(Pj]lesence_ In Africa, dog teams have just been added to the
to assist the United Nations in the promotion of mingroject in M@ambique and, with a solid base of manual
action cooperation and coordination efforts. skills and experience to call upon, the production of cleared

land there is expected to increase by a factor of at least

13



A/54/445

four. Throughout 1998, progressin Angolawas slowowingp until the first review conference of the Ottawa
to the resumption of hostilities. In Ethiopia, a min€onvention in 2004. ICBL prigties endorsed at the
awareness programme covering all significant Somajeneral meeting include the promotion of increased
refugee camps was completed in Decemi®®8, whilein funding for mine action programmes and for
Chad an assessment mission was carried out, leading toébmprehensive victim assistance programmes, and the
development of a level 1 survey. Handicap Internationahgagement of non-state actors to commit to a ban. With
also conducted an assessment mission to the Casamaegard to the universalization of the Convention, it was
region of Senegal in September 1998 and a programmelecided that ICBL should continue its efforts to encourage
scheduled to be implemented in 1999. non-signatories to accede to it.

75. Handicap International is active in Cambodia, the
Lao People’s Democratic Republic and Thailand doingE
UXO impact survey work. )

76. InBosnia and Herzegovina, Handicap Internationah, |CRC acts to help all victims of war and internal
hasformed anon-governmental organization thathasbegslence, and endeavours to ensure implementation of
formally registered under Bosnian law and has be@umanitarian rules restricting armed violence. At the core
carrying out mine clearance, survey and explosif|CRC activities are its efforts in mine-affected countries.
ordnance disposal work since October 1997. Matntly |0 1999, ICRC supported health facilities treating the war-
in Kosovo, the United Btions Mine Action Coordination wounded, inc|uding mine-injured’ in Afghanistan' Ango|a,
Centre named Handicap International the lead deminimgerbaijan, Cambodia, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Georgia, Iraq,
agency for the Djakova district and, based on experieng®malia, Sri Lanka, the Sudan, Tajikistan, Uganda and
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, is implementing a flexiblgimbabwe. Support involves direct assistance to first-aid
capacity that is self-contained and has been designed gfats, hospitals and surgical facilities, evacuation of
medium- to long-term strategy. injured to and from medical facilities, as well as training
nurses, doctors and surgeons in the treatment of mine
. . injuries. In terms of rehabilitation, ICRC is running 25
D. Intema.t'onal Campaign to Ban physical rehabilitation programmes in 13 countries:
Landmines Afghanistan, Angola, Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Georgia, Iraq, Kenya, Rwanda, Sri
77. The International Campaign to Ban Landminasanka, Sudan, Tajikistan and Uganda.

(ICBL) was launched in 1992 and presently comprises O%Y.  Since 1996, ICRC has also operated mine awareness
1,400 organizations in 90 countries worldwide. During the ) . . ;
ogrammes in Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina and

First Meeting of States Parties to the Ottawa Conventi@ﬁ . . .
. o . - roatia. INL998, mine awareness surveys were also carried
in May, ICBL released its “Landmine Monitor Report

: . , out in Afghanistan, Georgia, the Sudan and Uganda. New
1999: Toward a Mine-Free World". The 1’100"0?‘99 repor%:ne awareness programmes were launched in Georgia and
was pre_sented_to Governments d””r?g the opening plen%r¥he region of Nagorny-Karabakh in early 1999 and will
ofthe diplomatic conference. The unique reporting SyStecrgntinue throughout the year. In Kosovo, ICRC has just
contains information on every country in the world with . : : i’ . .
. . .._recently set up aata colection system in conjunction with
respect to mine use, production, trade, stockpllmpde Mother Teresa Societ
humanitarian demining and mine survivor assistance. Also Y
at the First Meeting of States Parties, the ICBL Victim
Assistance Working Group launched Guidelines for theg Norwegian People’s Aid
Care and Rehabilitation of Survivors and called on
Governments to commit $3 billion over the next 10 yea
to support victim assistance and socio-economécl;];j i

reintegration programmes.

International Committee of the Red Cross

Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA) is active worldwide
s one of the major non-governmental organizations
involved in mine clearing activities. In Angola, NPA has
78. Following the First Meeting of States Parties, thepgraded its capabilities to include mechanical, manual,
general meeting of ICBL was held in Maputo, whereanine and explosive vapour detection techniques,
members met to take major decisions on the strategambining them with a generallevel 1 surveythatis almost
direction and activities of ICBL over the next five yeargsompleted. In addition, NPA has been working closely with
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UNDP and the national coordinating body to transfe86. Inthelast12-month period, the Survey Action Centre
competence and effect the nationalization of programmad the United Nations Mine Action Service have worked
positions. Since mid-1998, all manual demining teanmtdosely together to develop survey instruments and
have been fully nationalized and expatriate managemeanéthodologies. Executed to a common international
staff are being phased out. The mine action programmestandard and certified by the Service, the survey will allow
Mozambique is the first of its kind where NPA has fullydonors to apportion funds to places of greatest human need,
nationalized the management. The programme consistpefmit national authorities to develop national plans
500 employees and is active in three provinces in centifatusing on regions and areas of greatest impact and give
Mozambique. Work in Western Sahara, however, has begrojectimplementers baseline impaatafor mine action
limited to implementing a mine awareness training argtogrammes.

outreach programme for thdugees there. An assessmeng-
has also been made of a mine survey in the territory, qwi
has not been followed up with any action.

Within the next two years, it is expected that this
tiative will produce high-quality survey data on the
socio-economic impact of landmines. The survey,
82. Other countrieswith an active NPA presence inclug®nducted by visiting all the mine-affected communities
Cambodia, northern Irag and the Lao People’s Democratitthin a country, will provide the foundation for a range
Republic. During the period from July 1998 to July 199%f subsequent mine action activities. Indeed, the Geneva
500 mines were destroyedin Irag and 110,000 sq m of lahdternational Centre for Humanitarian Demining has
cleared; an additional 30,0009ges of UXO on #nillion  already incorporated the materials as one of the first
sq mofland were also cleared. NPA started mine cleararalements in the IMSMA field module and a multitude of
work in Cambodiain 1992 and over the last 12 months hdenors are making funds available to support the initiative.

provided five international technical advisers to the Ming8 Two surveys have already commenced and three more

éctiogl_Cer&T;;tEere.bln the Lap People’s l_)embo%e_ltigre in the final planning stages. With funding from the
epublic, » nas been running a capa_cr[y- ulding 5vernment of Canada, the Canadian International
programme since 1997, with seven expatriate adv'seﬂﬁmining Centre has begun a level 1 socio-economic

providing advisory sgpport to_the national organizatioqmpact survey in Mozambique, while the Survey Action
UXO LAO. The priority there is to have local staff fu”y_Centre has been contracted to carry out the first level 1

trained v_vithin three years and, to that end, NPA I§ocio-economicimpactsurveyin Yemen. The contract was
cooperating closely with UNDP and UNICEF.

signed in July 1999 and the Mine Clearance Planning
83. In Bosnia and Herzegovina, the NPA mine actioAgency of Afghanistan was subcontracted by the Survey
programme grew considerably over the reporting periodction Centre to execute the survey.

The number of personnel involved doubled, from 100 19y = g ynited Nations Mine Action Service, the Survey
200. Included is a demining platoon based in Pale, WhiGiy.io centre and the Geneva International Centre for
was taken over from UNHCR in May 1999. Some 230,00Q,, 1, anjtarian Demining have worked together to produce
sq m have been cleared during the period under reviev fieq module for a level 1 socio-economic impact survey.

84. InKosovo, NPAbegan mine clearance atigg with The module is fully integrated into the IMSMA.

a m"_‘e clearance te_am consisting of 32 persons fr%_ In August 1999 a five-day level 1 socio-economic
Bos_nla and I-!erz_egovma an_d, ungr the aegis .Of the_ M'nﬁpact survey symposium was held under the auspices of
Action Coordination Centrein Pristina, hasassmtedmtrgﬁe Survey Action Centre in Washington, D.C. The
tralnlngfolfolgcl:al dlemmﬁrs._”UtI)tlTately,dthree demlmnQraining focused on developing socio-economic impact
teams o ocals each will be formed. survey capabilities that selected non-governmental
organizations are likely to implement as subcontractors to
the Centre. In that regard, the Centre has also invited
leading private mine action consultants to attend the

85. In its role as managing body for the Survey Actiozﬁnen'gt?;lg;}tand pre-qualify to lead surveys conducted

Centre and as a leading member of the Survey Working
Group, the Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation has

been instrumental in the implementation of the globai,/ Country programmes
landmine survey programme. )

G. Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation
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91. The primary responsibility for initiating actionbrought forward from funding in 1997 and $3.1 million
against the presence of landmines lies with theas received in the form of in-kind contributions. Total
Government of the affected State. The State is expectegptogramme requirements for 1999 is $25.6 million, of
assume the obligation of overall coordination andhich $11.1 million has already beegceived as pledges
management of any national mine action programmand contributions and $3.89 million has been carried over
When requested, and subject taéable resources, the from 1998. There maains a $10.6 million shortfall for
United Nations system has assisted landmine and UX@rojected1999 activities.

affected countries in creating sustainable national

capacities in the prepation and implementation of any

indigenous programme. Under the overall coordination of. Angola

the United Nations Mine Action Service, the United

Nations will continue to honour such requests. 95. Angola is littered with an estimated 6r8illion
landmines, resulting in one of the highest per capita ratios
A. Afghanistan of landmine victims in the world. This grim situation has

recently been compounded by the resumption di litdess

92. Afghanistan remains one of the most serioushptween the Government of Angola and guerrilla groups,
landmine-afflicted countries in the world. In May 1999, ignd there has been a correspondingly negative impact on
was estimated that 700 sq km of the country remainétf Progress of the mine action programme there.
mined, about half of which has a significantimpact on tt®&. Current political and operational constraints
lives of the Afghan population. Under the aegis of theotwithstanding, the National Institute for the Removal of
United Nations Office for the Coordination ofObstacles and Explosive Ordnance has developed some
HumanitarianAssistance to Afghanistan, the mine actiosignificant capacities through theaent establishment of
programme for Afghanistan has continued to maintaim Operations Division, a Database Division and a
productive activities in the face of recurring operationalational Training Centre, providing services and facilities
and political challenges. Despite the suspension of United all mine action operators active in Angola. A small
Nations activities in southern Afghanistdaring April support staff is currently being trained, as have over 300
and June 1998 and then in Kabul during July and Auguggminers (200 of whom are still deployed in five provinces
the mine action programme aessfully achieved its and are conducting limited UXO clearance and mine
annual goals. awareness education activities).

93. In 1998, over 37 sq km of mined area and 47 sq lgm.  Asfighting resumed in Decemt#398, however, the

of former battle area were surveyed and marked (leveirdtitute found itself unable to continue its operations in
survey), while 33.5 sq km of mined territory and 39.1 sfje seven provinces where it had previously been working.
km of former battle area was cleared. Training courses faternational advisers working with the Institute’s
existing teams and new demining personnel have also bpesvincial offices were ultimately pulled out and its offices
implemented, resulting in a dramatic reduction in thgere closed down. Currently, limited mine clearance and
number of accidents, from 62 in 1997 to 29 in 1998. WXO removal activities are conducted by non-
addition, some 800,000 Afghans were provided with miggvernmental organizations, mainly in the south of the
awareness training through the use of mobile teamesuntry and in certain coastal provinces. From July 1998
community-based training and mass media broadcastsJuly 1999, approximately 2,800,000 sq m were cleared.
From January to May 1999, a total of 13.7 sq km of ming%_

Political and operational constrains notwithstanding,
areaand 17.7 sq km of former battle area was surveyed etmd . S
] wuas decided to maintain a programme that would cover

marked. More survey teams have since been employed gn 2 ;
an additional 215 sq km of mined area and 197 sq kmﬁ(]) emergency needs of humanitarianguts in Angola.

: In that context, it is essential to stress the importance of
former battle area has been surveyed. During the same, .. !

. . rotecting the programme in the knowledge that, once
period, 14.4 sq km of mined area and 16.9 sq km of fornPeerace returns to Anaola. full-scale mine action
battle area was cleared. The pramgme’s overall clearancep goa,

cost remained below $0.60 per sq m. programming will be required.

94. In 1998, the mine action pragnme for Afghanistan .
received a t@l contribution of $19 million against a total C. Azerbaijan
requirement of $23.5 million. Some $4.8 million was
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99. The presence of landmines continues to hamp#gminers have also been killed and 41 seriously injured
reconstruction and rehabilitation efforts in Azerbaijaduring post-war civilian anahilitary mine clearance work.

more than four years after the cessation of hostilities thiaé4 Bosnian government authoritiesapted the transfer
occurred during the conflict over Nagorny-Karabakhy oqhonsipility for mine action from the United Nations
Following up on requests made by the Government i o “action Service on 1 July 1998. Since thite,
Ar\]ze(;bau(?n, UNDwaas r_nadelz responsible for Supportingypp has conducted a programme aimed at assisting the
the development of a national mine action programme. Toy, yrities in assuming responsibility for a national mine
that end, a preparatory assistance project 10 assess g,y plan and channelling financial resources made

magnitude of the crisis, funded jointly by UNDP and the, »i1aple by donors. The programme has been executed
Government of Norway, was launched and executed byt ;g the Bosnia and Herzegovina Commission for
United Nations Office for Pyect Services in998. AN pemining and, though in reduced form, assistance from
international consultant was also hired to help plag, 54 oy is expected to continue. Mine action in Bosnia
coordinate and supervise alevel 1 surveybeing undertakgﬂd Herzegovina has developed into a diverse and multi-
100. Other United Nations agencies have been doifereted effort involving national and international
related work in Azerbaijan. An inter-agency missiomommercial interests, non-governmental organizations,
consisting ofrepresentatives from the United Nations Mimailitary bodies and institutional resources. The three mine
Action Service, UNDP, WHO, the Office for theaction centres play a central role in national demining
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of the Secretariagfforts. The Centres are responsible for, among other
and UNICEF was conducted in July 1998, making speciftbings, the maintenance of a national mine database, the
recommendations with regard to the further developmeastablishment and maintenance of safety, training and
of a national mine action plan. Non-governmental anguality assurance standards, organizing mine awareness
intergovernmental organizations such as ICRC have alsctivities and conducting field surveys.

been active. 105. International private companies are also active in

101. In April 1999, UNDP and the State Commission oBosnia and Herzegovina, working in a variety of joint
Reconstruction and Rehabilitation agreed on gepgto venture and subcontractual arrangements. Those
document establishing the Azeri National Agencyfor Mineompanies have been successful in their efforts so far: they
Action. Acting as the government implementing body fanave led the way in implementing an effective integrated
the project, the Agencyillfunction as the focal point for approach, using combinations of manual demining,
the planning, coordination, implementation aneéxplosive-detecting dog teams and mechanical ground
management of all mine- and UXO-related activities ipreparation. The United States Government has continued
Azerbaijan. tofund commercial demining piexts in that manner and,

102. Encompassing the myriad of UNDP, World BanR’Vith some assistance from the mine action centres, was

European Union and UNHCR reconstruction anﬁirgely responsible for the retraining of entity army

rehabilitation priects under way in Azerbaijan personnel to international standards for humanitarian
approximately 262 sq km of high-priority land have beeHemining. Similarly, the personnel tr_ained and equipped
successfully surveyed. A total of 3.2 sq km of suspect&y 1997-1998 by the European Union have now been
contaminated areas were marked in the Fizuli region alfif"Poratedinto a sustainable civil protection, explosive
an additional 17 sites were surveyed in the Agdam regidf dnance disposal and house-clearing capability. The
The results of those surveys will ultimately form the basRe'formance of the retrained military personnel to date
for the establishment of a national mine database. Limitg§99€sts that such a workiorce will evolve into a valuable

resources preclude full-scale demining operations at twé;hgenous demining asset.

present time. 106. Three non-governmental organizations are active in
Bosnia and Herzegovina. HELP Germany undertakes mine

. . clearance activities principally in direct support of

D. Bosnia and Herzegovina European Union reconstruction programmes, while NPA
has had a very significantimpactin the canton of Sarajevo.

103. Since the war ended ireBemberl995, mines and Handicap International established a local non-
unexploded ordnance in Bosnia and Herzegovina haygvernmental organization in the canton of Una Sana in
killed at least 286 people and seriously injuséd. Twenty 1997-1998 and three other national non-governmental

17



A/54/445

organizations are now being organized, one in Republikativities on 24 February were expanded to more locations
Srpska and two in the Federation. and a consultant was hired to assist the mine/UXO

107. UNICEF and ICRC, working through |oca|awarenessbranch in improving mine awareness learning

authorities and schools, have continued mine awaren@égs' A knowledge/attitudes/pra_ctices surveyhas alsobeen
andrisk reduction programmes that have had asignifica‘?ﬁe_p‘_'j‘_red to measure the_effecp\r/]endes_s_ of nlune awaredn_ess
impactin reducing the mine casualty rate. Those efforts £#&!VIti€s and, in conjunction with additional mass media

being expanded through UNDP's own programme, fund @mpaigns, will provide results near the end 0f 1999. Eight
by the United Nations Foundation. evel 1 survey teams were deployed to Kampot in mid-July

1999. The survey capability is expected to expand to 64

detachments, with additional funds from the Canadian
E. Cambodia International Development Agency. The Cambodian Mine

Action Centre now has 20 trained mine-detection dogs and

108. During the period under review and in the context ndlers. Itis expected that the dog teams will be ready for
the third phase of United Nations support to demining fPloyment sometime during the fourth quarter of 1999.

Cambodia, there have been significant changes at flid. Trials of two Finnish RA-140 flails have determined
Cambodian Mine Action Centre. A quality assurance teatmat they can be used to prepare ground for manual
trained in internal audit procedures and I1SO 90@&mining. This significantlyimproves existing capabilities,
principles was established in Decemb@88. Audits were as up to 70 per cent of Cambodian deminers’ time is spent
conducted in selected branches and follow-up actions takéecking for trip wires and cutting back vegetation. The
to address the problems identified. In April 1999, UNDfails were deployed operationally for the first time in
commissioned a special audit of the funds provided to tkempot in October 1998 and have since been deployed in
Centre by the Government in response to allegationsBazinteay Meanchey, one of Cambodia’s most heavily mined
financial mismanagement. The audit was later broader@dvinces.

to cover all fu_nd_mg to _the Centre and a review of tkﬁZ. Funding for the regulatory authority, whose functions
opergtlonal prlorl_ty-settmg_p_rocedures.Those FEVIEWS gt ude registration of demining organizations,
ongoing at the time of writing. However, a number o

_ . . : ertification of individuals, licensing of sites and
senior national staff changes and newfinancial procedum&mtormg compliance with landmine legislation and
have already been introduced.

clearance standards has been approved by the European
109. National dtabase capabilities at the Cambodian Min@ommunity for the purchase of office equipment and
Action Centre have recently been augmented by thigyab running costs for the next six months. A three-year plan
to scan and geo-reference map sheets and aerial phdtobeing prepared to ensure that additional funds can be
This provides a very useful tool for determining accuratdtained to sustain the regulatory authority.

positions of minefields in relation to selected physical

features. Explosive ordnance destruction data and

mine/UXO awareness activities are now on the databask. Chad

and the United States Government has since provided

bombing data from 1970-1973. 113. The mine action programme currently in place in

110. During the period from August 1998 to March 199§ had. supported by UNDP, consists of a national mine
marking teams marked 154,869 m of minefield perimete?§HiON centre based in N'Djamena, a regional mine action
and cleared 229,785 sq m of pathways. The teams &g8tr€ N Faya Largeau and a mine awareness cell in
found and destroyed 1,018 anti-personnel mines, 23 ariftdai- The United Nations Office for Heot Services has
tank mines and 246 @ies of UXO. There are 67 standarfontracted five staff, including one United Nations
and 3 contract (development) demining platoons availabt!UNteer, as technical advisers.

with a total of 2,578 deminers deployed in the field. ThEL4. A national demining school has been established in
explosive ordnance disposal function has been incread€Bjamena, where some 20 instructors, 40 administrative
from 20 to 25 teams, with an enhanced management ataff and 80 deminers have been trained. Local mine
tasking system implemented with demining units. Froawareness campaigns have been conducted in selected
August 1998 to June 1999, 12 mine/UXO awareness teaansas of the country and there has been some collaboration
reached an estimated 374,000 people through formath UNICEF on the development of a comprehensive
presentations, home and field visits. Mine Awareness Dstyategy dealing with mine awareness antiviassistance
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issues. Support and funding has been secured for a leas$ociation in Croatia. The European Union funded a one-
1 survey and an advance planning mission has begrar Western European Union demining assistance mission
conducted. Amine database and a mine action Web site tweCroatia from May 1999. Nine technical experts are
also being developed, with assistance from the Genewarking in conjunction with the Programme to strengthen
International Centre for Humanitarian Demining, thsupport to the Croatian Mine Action Centre, and also
University of Toronto and UNDP, respectively. Resourcgsrovide a conduit to European Union countries for
for the Chad mine action programme have been mobilisadditional programme assistance. Although still under the
from several countries, including Canada, Germany, Italyanagement of the United Nations Mine Action Service,
and Japan. Discussions with the Libyan Arab Jamahirigiiscussions are under way to hand this fully developed
about additional financial support are under way. programme to UNDP.

G. Croatia H. Iraq

115. With the establishment of a mine action centre by th®7. The mine action programme in Irag has made marked
Government of Croatia in February 1998, the Unitgatogress over the past year. In the space of 18 months’
Nations Mine Action Centre in Croatia spent the periazperations the pject has been able to begin clearance
from July to Decembet998 assisting in the staffing andperations, utilizing both manual and dog-supported
development of the national body. On 1 January 1999, thaivities; to initiate the development of a high-quality
Croatian Mine Action Centre became operational and thrapping and database system; to commence level 1, 2 and
United Nations Mine Action Centre accordingly changegisurvey processes; and to support the indigenous creation
its name to better reflect its new mandate: the Uniteflone survey and 10 clearance teams.

Nations Mine ActionAssistance Progmme in Croatia. 118. With support provided through the United Nations

I_n addition to the overall programme office and a legal a@rﬁce for Project Services, productivity has improved
finance department, relevant departments of the Centregig efold in the last six months, with in excess of 1 million

responsible for maintaining the mine infeation database, sqm cleared. The level 1 survey will be finished by the end

level 2 surveys, projects and planning, andlty ofisyvear, and the level 2 survey has technically surveyed
assurance issues. There are 59 Croatian government sfaly oq,ced in excess of 1 million sq m of minefields. To

n "’_‘dd'“on_to 20 employees of thf Unltethatlons M'n&ate, there have not been any mine clearance accidents in
Action Assistance Progmme working at the Centre. programme’s 14 months of field operations. Mine

116. The Programme has been instrumental in obtainivigtim support includes three prosthetic centres that have
additional mine clearance machinery and mine-detectitreated, measured and fitted 3,965 patients and provided
dogs for use in Croatia. In that context and with tH#11 prostheses for patients. A process of cross-pollination
support of the United Nations Office for Beot Services, of experience between other projects and pognes has
technical advisers of the Programme have not only actezkn initiated through the short-term recruitment of a
as advisers for quality assurance and surveytasks, but hawmber of assistant supervisors. The mine action
also been executing activities with available equipmemirogramme is one of the larger employers in the region,
Mine clearance organizations have been encouragedwntth over 1,000 national staff. Increased involvement by
start work in Croatia, often in joint ventures with newlyraqi authorities at all levels is being sought: discussions
established local companies, which, in turn, has raised thiéh two local authorities in the northern governorates of
overall standard of the work carried out. Since July 1998aq with regard to setting up a regional demining office
17 million sg m have been stessfully cleared of mines.are being held and the development of a demining
In conjunction with the Croatian Mine Action Centrecommission for Iraq is being advocated.

donor-funded projects have been identified and prepar.

by Programme advisers and direct monitoring afduced from approximately $19 per sg m in the initial

reporting to the donor has been initiated. Othejquts hases to $3 per sqg m. The cost is expected to decrease
that have been financed recently include the developmenL, further when productivity improves with the

.Of a sustamable_: .d.at‘”.jl collection programme for MIBftroduction of more dogs and mechanical clearance
incidents, the initiation of several mine awarenesgg, iog
programmes and the formation of a mine victims '

. Operational costs for the programme have been
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120. The uncertain security situation in-countrprepared, referringtotheimplementation matdezd of the
complicates planning and implementation efforts. Otheperational plan. UNICEF, ICRC, the Mines Advisory
constraintstothe projectreflectaniiapto plan forthe Group and CARE International and other non-
long-term, which, in turn, results from the six-monthl\governmental organizations are leading implementing
phased process of funding. As an interim measure, thartnersin mine awareness education indosWith the
programme has developed a corporate strategy spannsagport of the Mine Action Coordation Centre and ICRC,
over the next two years, which focuses on the developmaNHO has established a comprehensive mine injury
of sustainable indigenous mine action capacities. surveillance system with the aim of collecting data on
mine/UXO deaths and injuries in Kosovo. As part of this
. ) effort, Handicap International, in cooperation with WHO
|. Kosovo, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia  and local hospitals, has established an ortho-prosthetic
centre in Pristina for the treatment of mine victims.

121. Based on Security Council resolution 1244 (1999)%5_ With regard to mine survey, marking and clearance

10 June 1999, UNMIK, through the United Nations M'”Sctivities, a number of non-governmental organizations

ACt'O.n SGTV'CG gnd the Umted_ Nations ance fqr Je and commercial companies are very active, including NPA,
Services, is actively engaged in developing an mtegratt(ﬁ% Mines Advisory Group, Handicap International, the

mine action programme for Koso. A priority of the HALO Trust, HELP, Ronco, Bactec and Mine-Tech. For

programme has been the establishment in Pristina ofglg most part, such efforts are being funded by donor
]'cv“n?ACF'?”%OOL?.'ME&O?CGE”G tg_acttgslacndrrm_elux overnments and United Nations agencies; however, in
ocal point. The Vin€ Action Loordination Lentre 1S Now, v instances funding is not guaranteed to cover the

;ull;ir?perlanor)al an%'s resdponilble, fam_on?Lj))t(rgr t?'?%somplete cost of emergency phase activities. Additional
or the pianning and coordination of mine -relate nding must be secured to ensure the continuity of

act|V|t_|es, information management,_development 9 rations in the field. Through the Voluntary Trust Fund
technical and safety standards, quality assurance gh\0sgistance in Mine Action, a total of $5,252,930.39 has
resource mobilization. either been pledged or expended on the mine action
122. From Juneto 31ugust 1999, soniz32 persons have programme.

been injured or killed by landmines and UXO in kKus, 1%5- In a process being managed by the Mine Action
0

a casualty rate much higher than previously reported 4 8ordination Centre, demobilized combatants are being
comparable to what has been experienced in simit%rr X

emeraency situations in Afahanistan and Cambodia. T rgeted as potential local deminers. It is assumed that
exam%le y situati ! 9 ' a, I%callytrained deminers will be required to meet needs in

the medium to long term and, as such, a national capacity

123. Working closely with other mine action partners, tie Kosovo is necessary. Several non-governmental

Mine Action Coordination Centre has begun developirgganizations and commercial companies such as Danish

a mine action plan for Kosovo, divided into three phaseShurch Aid and Bactec have already received funding to

Activities undertaken in the preliminary phase includeursue this training initiative.

rapid assessment of the mine/UXO threat and making mine

awareness training available to refugees and internally

displaced persons. Verification and survey work will be J. Lao People’s Democratic Republic

undertaken in the second emergency phase, along with

explosive ordnance disposal tasks, battle area and urb&@. The national unexploded ordnance programme ofthe

UXO/mine clearance and the development of victinao People’s Democratic Republic (UXO LAO) continues

assistance capabilities. The final consolidation phase wvitl expand its mine and UXO activities. It is now fully

focus on those mine action activities that can continoperational in 9 of the 15 UXO-contaminated provinces

through the winter period and beyond. Of particulaand has a national staff of 880 supported by 32

importance in the final phase will be the establishmentioternational advisers. In addition, the UXO LAO

institutional arrangements upon which the medium- apdogramme hasecently received dails of United States

long-term requirements for mine action can be developdwmbing data records that have proved to be a valuable

Hlanning tool. More information on United States bomber
rikes, herbicides used and compiled ground-battle

@bases are anticipated in the upcoming months.

124. As part of the UNMIK mine action programme, a
operational plan for emergency phase mine/UX
awareness education was released and a strategy p B
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128. UXO LAO also has a central training schoobf whom are Mozambicans, and routinely uses a
supported by a United States military aid package, whidombination of manual, canine and mechanical techniques
will complete the transfer of instruction responsibilities tadapted to local conditions. Thecalerated demining
Lao staff by September 1999. In the provinces, training apdogramme has an annual budget of approximately $4
advice is provided by a number of implementing partnenillion.

agencies and non-governmental organizations, includirllg2 UNICEF is the lead agency for mine awareness

the Mines Advisory Group, Handicap International, NPA, ctivities and mine victim assistance. In cooperation with

Gerbera GmbH, a Belgian_e_xplosive orglnance dispo lected non-governmental organizations, UNICEF has
detachment and World Vision Australia. UXO LAOp.ap actively promoting mine-awareness among

ope_ratlor;s are cond_ucte(:] to meet_commqn(;tydnee_ds_ '3)8pulations in severely affected areas, reducing casualty
variety of ways. During the reporting period, deminingeq from 50 incidents per month to a current average of
teams cleared 3'86_0'000 sq m of priority Iand_ anfy. UNICEF is also cooperating with selected non-
destroyed 77,000 items of UXO and landmine overnmental organizations in training local staff and

Unfortunately, demmmg_casualtl_es in the flrsfc months urchasing equipment and machinery used for the local
1999 are up compared with those incurred during the sa &nufacture and adaptation of prostheses

periodin 1998. Thisincreasereflects, among other things,
improved reporting mechanisms and growing pressure for
access to new land. With regard to community awarenesg  Njcaragua
activities, some 548 villages were visited, reaching an

estimated audience of 150,000 persons. 133. Nicaragua is the most mine-affected country in
129. The annual running costs of UXO LAO areéCentral America, whereitis estimated that there are more
approximately $15 million. The overall goal of UXO LAOthan 70,000 landmines. Recognizing the implications of
remains the development of a sustainable national mitteat crisis, Nicaragua developed a national capacity in
clearance capability; however, the status of the programrh@90. Sinc& 996, the ational mine action programme has
remains uncertain owing to shortfalls in donor supportenjoyed the support of a variety of organizations, including
the Organization of American States and the Inter-
American Defence Board, and has made significant
K. Mozambique progressin the fields of mine clearance, mine marking, and
risk prevention.

130. Since July1998, UNDP has upported the 134. Hurricane Mitch and the resultant floods that

Government of Mozambique’s efforts to restructure i{fevastated the country in late 1998 exacerbated
national mine clearance commission in order to impro caragua’s landmine problem by compromising
its c_apacity_to coordin_atemine_action. Thrpughthe Unitngviously mine-free agricultural areas with mines that
Nat|_ons Office for Prpect Services, technical and leg ere disturbed and/or washed out in the extreme weather
advisers have been seconded to ensure that_legal aSh&stditions. Additionally, reconstruction work urgently
are accom_mod_ated_, as we_II as to ensure Fhat Internal ded for the re-establishment of normal socio-economic
best practices in mine action are recognized. UNDP h&?tﬁivity in affected regions could not be initiated without

been reviewing commermal mine clearance contractsdyansive and expensive prior mine-clearance operations.
close cooperation with the mine clearance commission,

ensuring transparent selection processes and the cb3k. Responding to a request for assistance expressed by
efficient execution of time-critical tasks. In Novembeihe President of Nicaragua, the United Nations Mine
1998, the draft for the new mine clearance commission wi@ion Service assessed the situation in Nicaragua in
presented to operators, donors and United NatioNgvember 1998 and proposed the implementation of a

agencies; seven months later, a new institutional mo&8prt-term mine clearance assistance project.aimeof
was passed into law. the project was to increase thatonal detection and

clearance capacity in order to guarantee that reconstruction

131. _UNDP _has also been goordmatmg financial a%ﬂes around destroyed bridges were cleared of mines.
technical assistance to the nationally executedlarated

demining programme, which is the principal mine clearink36- From May until the end of July 1999, the United
operator in southern Mozambique. Thecelerated NationsMine Action Service pject resulted in more than
demining programme employs some 500 people, almost24i/,.000 sq m in the surroundings of four destroyed
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bridges, on the northern part of the main road leadindN. Sri Lanka
north from Managuato Honduras, to be declared free from

landmines. 140. In response to a request made by the Government of

Sri Lanka, UNDP has been assisting national efforts to

. address the issue of landmine and UXO contamination in

M. Somalia the Jaffna peninsula, which continues to threaten

resettlement efforts. In that context, the Rehabilitation and
137. During the first half of 1999, mine action activitieResettlement Authority of the North will be the national
in Somalia were Concentrated in the north'WeSt part Oftbmce responsib|e for the Coordination Of mine action
country, which is estimated to have the highest densitygftjvities in the region, while the United Nations Office for

minefields. The Somali region of Burao has be@broject Services reains the executing agency for UNDP.
recognized as a priority area to be cleared, given its central

location and strong trade links with the rest of the countn&f"é‘ Cor:nprfehensivel?]infe actiqln activit_ies weLe d%si?fned
Approximately 184,000 sq m of land will be cleared t nh et;'l't e ramzwor OI a pilot project, t 1e'h afina
allow access to this territory, while over 100,000 displacé& abilitation and resettiement programme. e miné

persons are waiting in Yerowe, 20 kilometres south 3£t'0n component of the programme has two immediate
R
{

Burao, toreturn to their homes. These clearance activi ectives: to reduce the number of landmine and UXO-

are expected to last through the final quarter of 1999. | ated injuries in the Jaffna peninsula and t(.) return land
difficult to determine the exact extent of the landmin&@at has been surveyed and cleared of mines back to

crisis in north-west Somalia, as the level 1 survey proc&?@_mu_mt'es for p_rodu_ctlve use. It is hoped that local
has not been completed. institutional capacity will be developed by the end of the

o o ) project period to replicate those adties in other mine-
138. An initial team comprising a gezt manager, an gffected areas.

operations manager and a medical professional began the h ¢ i dth herland
recruitment and training of 64 deminers in Burao. Becaus&2: | € Governments of Australia and the Netherlands

of the deteriorating security situation, however, the fir§@ve contributed more than $500,000 so far and it is

team was pulled out in June 1999 and only re-assignec?ﬁPeCted that, once level 2 survey activities are under way,
mid-July additional cost sharing will be forthcoming.

139. Several non-governmental organizations are active

in Somalia. The Danish Demining Group, funded by tA¢], | essons learned: Kosovo

Government of Denmark, has been operational since

January 1999 and is due to conduct mine clearancgs pManymine action assistance programmes have been
activities in the Galbreed region. HALO Trust, supportejtiated by the United Bitions since the formulation a year
bythe Vietnam Veterans Assation and the United Statesy ;o of the United Nations mine action policy and the
State Department, will commence operations in Awdgkiaplishment of the United Nations Mine Action Service.
region in August 1999, where land will be cleared for thg,e mine action programme in Ko® is, however, the
resettlerr_]en_t of in_ternally displacgd persons and refug%ﬁy programme to have been developed as an emergency
from Ethiopia. With German funding, the Sankt Barbargsponse to a humanitarian crisis. As such, it already

Foundation is planning a prospecting mission and will bgqyides a number of useful lessons learned for similar
undertaking small-scale activities supporting ming,re situations.

awareness and local capacity initiatives. CARE is doing

work with mine awareness issues. Improved coordinatiéft4: UNMIK was unique in that, working from previous
and institutional support would benefit the myria§XPeriencein Bosnia and Herzegovina and drawing upon

demining organizations involved in north-west Somali§urrent experience worldwide, the Mine Action Service
The implementation of centralized control over dadecided to concentrate on coordination when setting up the
collection and management activities would ease tjyine Action Centre in Pristina, subsequently renamed the

ultimate transfer of those responsibilities to locdflin€ Action Coordination Centre. In deciding to forgo
authorities. implementation activities and focus instead on global

coordination, planning and prioritization issues, the Mine
Action Coordination Centre was able to take advantage of
the strengths of various mine action partners working in
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Kosovo. United Mtions bodies worked to facilitate Kosovo has shown that an inordinate amouninoé was
international consensus-building and to refine coispent trying to locate mine awareness instructors and
coordination functions, for example, while non-deploy them to the field. An emergency preparedness
governmental organizations and commercial companiegpability would also require a sufficient supply of mine
capitalized on their proven flexibility in implementingawareness materials, training manuals and curriculato be
field activities. rapidly adopted to emergency requirements. With regard
victim assistance, it was realized that mine incident
role that the United Nations Office for Reot Services eports_ arean _importantsource ofinform_ation assistiqg in
rtg'.e prioritization of clearance operations and mine

played in implementing the emergency programme the . _
Kosovo was the first instance in which the Office, as th@Vareness activities. Animproved emergency preparedness

United Nations system provider of services, was give_(l;p_pability w_ould allow for the establishment of a mine
responsibility at the outset for the United Nations effort t§JUry surveillance system based on the IMSMA database.

execute the mine action programme on behalfofthe Unit&d8. Employed for the first time in Kogo, the IMSMA
Nations Mine Action Service under peacekeepingiaasp database proved invaluable in support of proper
The consistent and stabilizing role of the Office in Kosovmonitoring, planningand programme implertedion. The

will ultimately ensure a smooth transition of countrwbility to collate and disseminate relevant information
programme responsibilities from emergency to long-teroollected from a variety of disparate sources, combined
development and should be repeated in future Unitedth a GIS capability, significantly enhanced existing
Nations mine action programmes. information management capabilities. Just as important
146. The Kosvo experience has also shown thapas the fact that the IMSMA field module was made

emergencypreparednessis essentialtoensure atimelyﬁ}ﬁﬁ'lablebbthe_Mme':Ctt;]or][ tcltqqor(?|na|1t|0dn tCEntre rightat d
integrated mine action response in an emergenatsitu € \Illerf{h eg'“?"”g ‘Zr_] ha | |sds_|ng eda a;_ ase v;/_a_st_use
Inthatregard, itisimportant to appreciate that earlymirﬁ%’a ortheé majorbodies involved in mine action activiies

action efforts in Kosovo were strengthened by the clodd KO_SO)['_O' msdug'_n? K_FORI aITdb no?-gqvetrhnr?elr:jtal
proximity of assets previously in place in Bosnia anfrganizations. such inteaional collaboration in thefield,

Herzegovina and by emergency resources provided ing standardized information-gathering techniques under

donors, notably the United Kingdom, that enabled & e coordinating aegis of a United Nations mine action

initial coordination capability to be put into place in th&oordl'dnit'on centre, és. Off ;:artlcular 5|gn|f|ca_nce a?d
initial stages of the emergency. Recognizing that futuF@ou € encouraged In future emergency mine action

mine action emergencies will natcessarily benefit from programmes.

such timely acessibility, a stand-by inter-agencyl49. The sacessful initiation of emergency mine action
assessment capacity should be established in orderativities in Ko®vo demonstrated that, with the requisite
immediately determine the extent and nature of arpplitical will and the provision of@cessary resources, an
potential emergency mine awarenessintervention. Indeedfective rapid response capability can be forged and
the importance of a United Nations presence at the veapplied bythe international community. In thatregard, the
beginning of a potential emergencysituation should not bmmediate deployment of additional resources by
underestimated. Aswasillustrated in i§@s, early United individual donors outside of the Voluntary Trust Fund is
Nations participation in the decision-making processoted and appreciated. Certain limitations, however,
provided it with an opportunity to develop bettercurrently prevent relevant United Nations bodies from
coordination and prioritization policies between allaking such conditions for granted. While it is understood
relevant mine action partners. that mine action in support of peacekeeping mandates is

147. Ideally, such an assessment capacity would inclutge financed from assessed contributions and mine action
implementing organizations (the United Nations, ICRC SUPPOrt th“fga”_'ta”arr‘]manqazle;IS_tO beflr?anlged from
non-governmental organizations) and representation ‘@ untary contributions, the United Nations should retain
donor Governments, ensuring a coordinated approach dA&!! Instances the possibility of using the implementation
immediate follow-up action. The establishment of trainggj °dalities deemed most appropriate and effective. Donors

IMSMA database operators, a stand-by mine/ux&hould also recognize that voluntary contributions that
awareness instructor/training capacity to enabl vde been Iee;]rmsctlr_ked fr:)r Ufoe In ?pﬁlelC _prggl\zammes
implementation ofemergencymineawarenessprogramfﬂél verte_nty an icap the e _ortso the United Nations
components would also be of great value. Experience Win€ Action Service to deal with unexpected emergency

145. Ko®vowas also unique with regard tothe very earl
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situations and underfunded priority humanitaria®ervice, developed mine action projects and @ognes
programmes. As was illustrated in Ka®, the benefits of requiring sustained donor support.

being able to direct financial resources in a more ﬂexiblle54 One of the principal tools of the United Nations for
and timely manner should not be underestimated. It i§5n 4 information and in raising resources is the
recognized, however, that an improved mechanism fggo1ig of mine-related pijects. That document, which

donor informati_or_1_and don(_)r coordination iecessa_ry is produced annually by the United Nations Mine Action
before such flexibility can belmplemented.Respondmg@ervice’ presents an up-to-date global picture of both

requests made by donors, the Mine Action Service [Sigiing and nascent mine action projects that are
working to develop the reporting format further. implemented under the auspices of United Nations
departments and agencies. The most recent portfolio
VII produced for the period from April 1999 to Api2D00
) . . contains information on mine action peots in 20
Resource mobilization countries, as well as information on global programmes to
monitor the landmine threat and evaluate thematic
150. Though the level of interest in the global landmirgrogrammes in mine awareness, mine victim assistance
crisis remains high, the focus of concern for humanitariamd mine action technology. The portfolio is presented to
and development assistance by donor Governments @adh mission to the United Nations and to other relevant
donor organizations is constantly being pulled in mamyganizations for consulting with national capitals on how
directions. Each new humanitarian crisis inevitably draws direct funding of United Nations programmes.
the world’s attention and resources away from othelr55_

_ In addition to mobilizing resources, the United
equally worthwhile causes.

Nations is developing a database of mine action
151. That situation notwithstanding, donor Governmenitsvestments. Governments that are members of the Mine
and philanthropic orgarmations have responded generouslfction Support Group have called on the United Nations
to the landmine crisis. Figures presented at the FiMine Action Service to develop an electronic remote access
Meeting of States Parties to the Ottawa Conventiegstem in which donors will be able to botlecass
indicate that approximately $500 million have beeimformation and download financial data with respect to
directed to mine action efforts worldwide thus far. Thoudhow they are directing funds for mine action: into which
those funds have enabled significant progress to be matiae-contaminated countries, for what specific pamgme

in the last three to five years, much more remains to ¢@tegories (such as mine awareness or mine clearance) and
done. Indeed, the investment in both saving lives atlttough which funding channels (bilateral assistance,
reining in terror needs to be sustained over the mediugnited Nations trust funds or non-governmental
term in order to effectively turn the tide in this continuingrganizations). It is hoped that this powerful tool, which
tragedy. will be made available at the Web site of the United

152. Sustaining the humanitarian investment can ofiations Mine Action Service, will allow for improved
come from a commitment by those donor Governments diyiCy dévelopment and dialogue, and better planning for

funding organizations that have been called upon RQw resources should be directed to address priority
provide the much-needed resources for the multiple aspé?ft%blems-

of mine action activities, including mine clearance, minks6. With regard to those resources which the United
awareness, victim assistance and advocacy work. Nations Mine Action Service manages within the United

153. Resource mobilization is one of the cornerstohitions Voluntary Trust Fu_nd_ff_or Assistance in Mine
activities of the United Nations in its fight against th&ction, donors will notice significant improvements in

scourge of landmines. The United Nations Mine ActiofEPorting on contributions. Enhanced legal instruments for

Service, in its capacity as focal point, coordinates af§€cting funds to both United Nat'ﬁns entities acllnd non-
facilitates the mobilization of resources for mine actigg®vernmental organizations, as well as improved systems

within the United Nations system. That endeavour requif@Qnitoring how resources are being utilized, have been
a shared vision and collective effort by different Unitetfistituted in 1999. The results of those efforts will bear
Nations agencies and bodies, including UNDP, the Unit&4it in the year 2000 and beyond.

Nations Office for Priiect Services, UNICEF and WHO,157. The United Nations Mine Action Service will
which have all, along with the United Nations Mine Actiogontinue to promote the belief that mine action should
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remain high on the list of donor

Governments’

humanitarian priorities, to reinforce the need for sustained
investment in the medium-term and to demonstrate exactly
how existing quality managementtools will enhance mine

action coordination within the United Nations system.

Notes

* APLC/MSP.1/1999/1.

2 CCWICONF.1/16 (Part I), annex B.

3 CCW/CONF.I/16 (Part ).

Annex

Voluntary Trust Fund for Assistance in Mine Action

Total contributions by donor, as at 7 October 1999

(United States dollars)

Donors Paiments Pledﬁes Total
Member States and countries with observer

status

Andorra 10 000.00 - 10 000.00
Austria 258 348.24 - 258 348.24
Australia 757 257.36 250 000.00 1 007 257.36
Belgium 1819 746.26 - 1819 746.26
Brazil 3 000.00 - 3 000.00
Cambodia 1 000.00 - 1 000.00
Canada 2441 952.79 - 2441 952.79
China 100 000.00 - 100 000.00
Croatia 1 000.00 - 1 000.00
Czech Republic 22 500.00 - 22 500.00
Denmark 5158 710.70 - 5158 710.70
Finland 232 022.75 100 000.00 332 022.75
France 721 021.90 - 721 021.90
Germany 2 056 924.46 - 2 056 924.46
Greece 80 000.00 - 80 000.00
Holy See 4 000.00 - 4 000.00
Iceland 10 000.00 - 10 000.00
Indonesia 40 000.00 - 40 000.00
Ireland 1070 341.10 - 1070 341.10
Israel 98 000.00 - 98 000.00
Italy 1205 283.95 554 139.42 1759 423.37
Japan 10 162 060.00 - 10 162 060.00
Korea 350 000.00 - 350 000.00
Liechtenstein 47 656.20 - 47 656.20
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Donors Paymentc Pledies Total
Luxembourg 352 753.98 - 352 753.98
Malta 1 952.00 - 1952.00
Mauritius 10000.00 - 10 000.00
Monaco 41 629.00 - 41 629.00
Namibia 500.00 - 500.00
Netherlands 513 294.32 - 513 294.32
New Zealand 462 750.00 - 462 750.00
Norway 4 328 057.78 - 4 328 057.78
Portugal 150 000.00 - 150 000.00
Saudi Arabia 50 000.00 - 50 000.00
Slovakia 10 000.00 - 10 000.00
Spain 1230973.21 105 000.00 1335973.21
Sweden 1514 954.47 - 1514 954.47
Switzerland 3482 698.04 345 000.00 3827 698.04
United Kingdom 2198 862.57 - 2198 862.57
United States of America 2 200 000.00 477 500.00 2 677 500.00
Subtotal 43199 251.08 1831639.42 45 030 890.50
Other sources
European Union 9709 767.60 5515 000.00 15 224 767.60
Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations - - -
United Nations Development Programme - - -
United Nations Children’s Fund - - -
Individuals 6 596.08 - 6 596.08
Subtotal 9 716 363.68 5515 000.00 15 231 363.68
Total 52 915 614.76 7 346 639.42 60 262 254.18

Total contributions by earmarking, as at 7 October 1999

(United States dollars)

Earmarkina Baymenic Pledﬂes Total
Programmes

Afghanistan 1262 190.02 - 1262 190.02
Angola 7 936 204.38 250 000.00 8 186 204.38
Azerbaijan 500 000.00 - 500 000.00
Bosnia and Herzegovina 9 802 933.40 345 000.00 10 147 933.40
Cambodia 650 000.00 - 650 000.00
Chad 400 000.00 - 400 000.00
Croatia 4529 252.38 1 350 000.00 5879 252.38
Ethiopia 25 000.00 - 25 000.00
Guatemala 200 000.00 - 200 000.00
Lao People’'s Democratic Republic 450 000.00 250 000.00 700 000.00
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Earmarkinﬁ Paiments Pledﬁes Total

Mozambique 4434 561.37 605 000.00 5039 561.37
Nicaragua 475 000.00 52 500.00 527 500.00
Somalia 324 000.00 120 000.00 444 000.00
Sudan 199 442.00 - 199 442.00
Tajikistan 375 000.00 215 000.00 590 000.00
Thailand 400 000.00 - 400 000.00
Yugoslavia (Kosovo) 1627 430.39 3 505 000.00 5132 430.39
Yemen 1627 832.21 - 1627 832.21
35218 846.14 6 692 500.00 41 911 345.14

Subtotal, programmes
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Earmarkini Paiments Pledﬁes Total
Conferences
Geneva, July 1995 780 027.19 - 780 027.19
Copenhagen, July 1996 382 000.00 - 382 000.00
Tokyo, March 1997 155 447.00 - 155 447.00
Subtotal, Conferences 1317 474.19 - 1317 474.19
Multi-country study 386 967.21 - 386 967.21
Safety handbook 100 000.00 - 100 000.00
Subtotal, projects 486 967.21 - 486 967.21
Ottawa Convention 393 626.52 - 393 626.52
Headquarters coordination 5171 129.09 - 5171 129.09
Emergencies 120 500.00 - 120 500.00

Total earmarked 42 708 543.15 6 692 500.00 49 401 043.15
Unearmarked 9840 276.61 654 139.42 10 494 416.03
(to be determined) 366 795.00 - 366 795.00

Total 52 915 614.76 7 346 639.42 60 262 254.18




