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|. Introduction United Nations that are members of the European Union, as
well as of associated countries and countries members of the

1. The General Assembly, by resolution 53/77 E on furopean Free Tra_de Association tha_t are members of the
December1998, etitled “Small arms”, requested theEurop_ean Economic Area), the Islamic Republic of Irar_1,
Secretary-General to prepare a report containing hl§maica, Japan, Jordan, Malta, Monaco, the Russian
recommendations to be submitted to the General Assembfyderation, Singapore, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Turkey, the
at its fifty-fourth session, with a view to a decision by th&Jnited Arab Emirates and the United States of America.
Assembly at its fifty-fourth session on the objective, scope.  The above-mentioned replies are reproduced in section
agenda, dates, venue and preparatory committee for |gnbelow. Should any further replies be received from
international conference on the illicit arms trade in all itflember States, they will be issued in addenda to the present
aspects. report.

2. Bythe same resolution, the Assembly also requestgd  Pursuant to paragraph 3 (b) of resolution 53/77 E, the
the Secretary-General to seek the views of all Member Statesevant recommendations of the Group of Governmental
on the objective, scope, agenda, dates and venue of @gberts on Small Arms on this question will be contained in
preparatory work for an international conference on the illicihe report of the Secretary-General on this subject, to be
arms trade in all its aspects and to take into account thasgomitted to the Assembly at its fifty-fourth session
views as well as the views already expressed by them in thgi/54/258).

previous replies to the request of the Secretary-General for

their views in accordance with paragraph 4 of Assembly

resolution 52/38 J of 9 Decemb#897. [1l. Recommendations

3. Further, the Assembly requested the Secretary-General ) o .
to take into account his report on small arms (AZ23, 8.  Since the submission of the Secretary-General’s first
annex) as well as relevant recommendations to be made in 1#§0rt on small arms to the General Assembly at its fifty-
report prepared with the assistance of the Group &fcond session (A/52/298), alpieal momentum has been
Governmental Experts on Small Arms, which would pBuilding to give priority attention to curb illicit arms traffic
submitted to the Assembly at its fifty-fourth session, ifh allits aspects. The demand for concerted global action is

accordance with paragraph 5 of Assembly resolution 52/3gsj1ared across a wide geographical and political spectrum
among a very large number of countries, although not all of

them are affected with equal severity by the direct and indirect
Il. Action taken consequences of the illicit arms traffic. It appears opportune
for the General Assembly to undertake the implementation

4. Pursuantto paragraph 4 of Assembly resolution 52/382J,its resolution 53/77 E, in which it decided to convene an
the following States had provided their views to thénternational conference on the illicit arms trade in all its
Secretary-General: Belarus, Canada, China, Colombia, CE&PeCts no later than 2001 and welcomed the offer by the
d'lvoire, Israel, Jordan, New Zealand, Poland, the Repubﬁovernment of Switzerland to host the conference at Geneva.
of Korea, the Russian Federation, San Marino, Singapo®, The success of this event under the auspices of the
Turkey, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northermunited Nations would depend substantially on thorough
Ireland (on behalf of the States Members of the Unitggreparations. Past precedents suggest that decisions
Nations that are members of the European Union) and tpertaining to the objective, scope and agenda of such a
United States of America (A/53/169); Japaronference are taken by the preparatory committee
(A/53/169/Add.1); Brazil, Bulgaria and Mexicoestablished for that purpose, which also decides upon the
(A/53/169/Add.2); South Africa (A/53/169/Add.3); and Cubdrequency of its sessions and the nature of its input for the
(A/53/169/Add.4). final outcome of the conference. The preparatory process
5. In accordance with paragraph 3 (a) of resolutiofyould gain from receiving th_e views of repres_entatives o_f
53/77 E, a note verbale dated 20 January 1999 was addred¥frgovernmental organizations, the academic community
to all Member States inviting them to provide information o@"d other members of civil society.

the subject. To date, replies have been received from: Algeria,

Australia, Belarus, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, China, Colombia,

Cuba, Germany (on behalf of the States Members of the
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V. Replies received from Governments human rights and development concerns, does not lend itself
to a single, all-encompassing solution.

Algeria It has been suggested that the proposed conference
[Original: French] should.be a phiigal_l event, with .the primary purpose qf
[2 June 1999] producing a political declaration. Although Australia
] recognizes the importance of mobilizing international
Algeria supported and voted for General Assemblyyitical will behind efforts to curb the proliferation and

resolution 53/77 E, entitled “Small arms”. It thereforgnisuse of small arms, this should not be the overriding intent
supports its aims and is in favour of convening and holdings the conference.

in 2000, an international conference on the illicit arms trade

in all its aspects, as decided in paragraph 1 of the resolution. We believe that the primary focus O_f the conference
should be on formulating practicaliggestions to reduce

In this connection, Algeria considers it essential that thesstapilizing accumulations of and the proliferation of small
objectives of such a conference be discussed in advangfins. This would have the most significant impact on limiting
within the framework of preparatory meetings. Moreoveghe  debilitating humanitarian and  socio-economic
Algeria believes that the conference should reiterate agghsequences of the illicit small arms trade. In this context,
reaffirm the principles of non-interference in the internahe many national and regional activities currently under way
affairs of other States, the right of self-defence and the righgu|d serve as building blocks for a broader international
of each State to develop its defence system in order to protg@rt. An effective, plausible response to the small arms
its national security. problem will require complementary efforts at the national,

The disarmament process will be complete only wheggional and international levels.

it addresses an issue which is particularly important and  npaking the conference primarily a political event could
sensitive for a large number of States, namely, thgjse unrealistic expectations as to what can be achieved in
proliferation and fillicit transfer of conventional weapongne short term, and distract from practical measures which
which contribute to and exacerbate new, violent anghy|d have a positive impact in the short term.
transboundary phenomena such as terrorism, trafficking in . )
narcotic drugs and organized crime. The objectives of the | the event that the protocol to the United Nations
conference should not be limited to adopting moratoriums aff§?Vention against transnational organized crime, on

codes of conduct proposed and drafted by arms-produci“@ffiCking in firearms, has not been cqncluded by the time of
countries. The conferencasuld also, and above all, look atth® Small arms conference, Australia would hope that the

ways and means of neutralizing and dismantling all tHgtterconferencewould create the necessary political impetus

uncontrolled networks that supply terrorists, criminals arfg ¢Onclude these negotiations quickly.
drug traffickers with weapons. There have also been suggestions that the conference
In this context, Algeria, which devotes onlyaverysmaﬂnight promote the negot_iation ofan intgrnational convgntion
%: small arms — possibly a convention on the marking of

part of its gross domestic product to arms spendin I hile this is a desirabl | which Id likel
recognizes that the international community must look ingg""all arms. While this is a desirable goal which would likely

the question of the proliferation of and the illicit trade in smaﬁ’rovﬁ useful mf;c_he future in tracing the grlgfu_”ls an_(lj_ flow of
arms, like that in other kinds of weapons, and reiterates f§'2 farn;]s ':cra r:c’ we are nfot convince dc(j) its utl 't%" asa
readiness to consider any constructive initiative or action {8cus for the forthcoming conference, in addressing the more

immediate problems posed by excessive accumulations of

this end. ! S . :
small arms already stockpiled or in circulation. Australia
would prefer that international efforts continue to concentrate
Australia on alleviating the effects of small arms misuse and
. . proliferation, which are felt most often in the world’s poorest
[Original: English] countries.
[10 May 1999] ) ]
L Before we reach the stage of a broader international
Objectives

convention, we need to be in a position to gauge better the
The complex and multifaceted nature of the small arneffectiveness of current activities at a regional level. The

issue, which involves security, arms control, law enforcememtrecise elements of any future international convention on

small arms would also need to be decided, including the need
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for transparent, credible verification and compliance flexible on the matter of timing, we would suggest that the
provisions. meeting be held some time in the latter half of 2001.

The objectives of the conference should be sharply
focused to avoid duplicating the work already under way on
small arms in a number of regional and international forums.  In determining a venue for the conference, we should
These forums include the European Union, the Organizatieep in mind that the problems posed by small arms are felt
of American States, the Organization for African Unity, thenore profoundly in developingazintries. While we have no
Regional Forum of the Association of Southeast Asiafirm views on the matter, the conference’s venue should

Venue

Nations and the South Pacific Forum. promote an inclusive approach to the issue and allow for the
greatest possible participation by States which are most
Scope directly affected by the small arms problem.

In keeping with the intentions of General Assembly
resolution 53/77 E, Australia believes the international
conference should concentrate on the illicit side of the arms  The preparatory process for the international conference
trade, where there appears to be more realistic opportunitig®uld be open-ended, inclusive and consultative. The
for gaining early consensus and progress. pervasive nature of the small arms problem, affecting many

While we acknowledge that the line between licit anfggions of the world, means that many States will have a close
illicit trade is often indistinct, explidly extending the ?nterest in preparations_ for the conference, an_d in_particular
conference to include licit trade could broaden th# the developmentofits focus, scope and objectives.
conference’s scope to unmanageable levels, and decrease the
likelihood of producing a viable, implementable outcome.

Preparatory work

Belarus
It will be important for the preparatory committee for

the conference to: [Original: Russian]

[25 May 1999]

. Belarus attaches great importance to the issues raised
(b) Ensure that the conference does not duplicajgGeneral Assembly resolution 53/77 E. Belarus was one of
work conducted elsewhere; the sponsors of that resolution, and its representative

(c) Ensure that the conference builds upon and adBarticipates actively in the work of the Group of

value to the present strands of international debate and actféAvernmental Experts on Small Arms. In 1998, Belarus
on small arms. submitted information on small arms (see A/589).

(a) Identify clear objectives for the conference;

Pursuant to that information, the Permanent Mission

Agenda wishes to inform you that, on 10 January 1999, tlwuacil

Based on the foregoing, Australia’s preliminary vieWp?! Ministers of Belarus adopted decision No. 27 on
is that the following items could be included in thdMmProvementof State control over the movement of specific
goods (jobs, services) across the customs border of Belarus.
) The decision establishes a unified procedure for licensing the

(a) National measures and export controls: theify,ort (import) of goods (jobs, services). The Council of
effectiveness in reducing illicit small arms traffic, andyinisters also approved a statute on the execution of

conference’s agenda:

possible mechanisms for the sharing of expertise; commitments to use specific exported (imported) goods (jobs,
(b) National and regional activities as building blockservices) for their declared purposes and on the monitoring
to a broader international response. of such commitments.

Belarus is in favour of convening an international
Dates conference on the illicit arms trade in all its aspects and
Given the busy forthcoming international arms contrdlelieves that the holding of the conference could serve the
and disarmament agenda, it will be difficult to considepurpose of drawing the attention of the international
convening the conference before 2001. Holding th@@mmunity to the serious problem ofillicit trade in small arms
conference in 2001 would also allow more time foRnd light weapons and coordinating a number of concrete
preparation and refining of objectives. While Australia i§heasures to limit the illicit arms trade.
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Any decision on the venue of the international (f) Internal trade: recommendations for its control
conference on the illicit arms trade must take iatwount the  and recodification.
need to ensure the most advantageous financial conditions for
the participants in the conference; a broad geographical Dates
spectrum of participating countries; maximum effectiveness
of the work of the conference; and the necessary securliotg se
guarantees for delegations.

Bolivia proposes that the dates of the conference should
t by the United Nations Secretariat and should fall within
the months indicated in the following timetable for the various
activities that have to be undertaken.

Bolivia
L. ) Months
[Original: Spanish] B
[5 May 1999] Year From To Activity
Objective 1999 June July Organization of the
) ) . ) preparatory committee for the
To draft legal instruments that will make it easier to international conference
control indiscriminate trafficking in small arms and to impose999  November ~ December First meeting of the
penalties on Member States that collude initheit trade in preparatory committee
such weapons. 2000 June Agust Second coordinating meeting
2001 January May Final coordination meeting
Scope 2001 July October Holding of the international
conference

The illicit trade in small arms is one of the main
contributing factors to the destabilization of democracy in the

free world through drug trafficking, guerrilla warfare, internal Venue
subversive movements, terrorism, wars and other attacks on  Because of the comprehensive nature of the issue,
the freedom of peoples and the rights of humankind.  Bolivia proposes that the conference be held at United

Accordingly, the scope of the conference on small arni$ations Headquarters.
should compel all Member States not only to participate but
also to act in order to eradicate the scourges that currently ~Preparatory committee for the conference

threaten the security of States. For the organization of the preparatory committee for

the conference, Bolivia proposes the following:
Agenda . . .
(a) The committee should include representatives of

discuss the following issues:
g (b) The committee should also include

(a) Definition of small arms and/or small-calibrerepresentatives of arms-importing countries that are
arms; experiencing internal problems as a result of the illicit trade
(b) Classification of small arms for use in the armeéh and indiscriminate use of small arms;
force;, police and_ internal sec.urity forces and for civilian or (c) The committee should be chaired by a
public use (sporting and hunting weapons); representative of the United Nations.

(c) Controls on external trade in small arms; United
Nations oversight bodies: Security Council or a new .
monitoring body. United Nations regulation with a view to Brazil

controlling such trade; [Original: English]

(d) Controls within States. Proposals for the [20 May 1999]
regulation of internal trade in small arms; Obijective

(e) Ammunition: its classification. Ammunition for To reach consensual conclusions that will lead to the
public use for sporting purposes. External trade. Oversigkdntrol and, at a later stage, the elimination of the illicit trade
and regulation by the United Nations; in arms. A corollary would be to reduce the concentration of
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small arms and light weapons that are beyond the control of
the institutions in charge of the security of States. Canada
Scope [Original: English]

30 April 1999
The main goal of the conference would be to consider [ P ]

all national, regional or international measures already taken  Canada believes that the excessive and destabilizing
or under consideration; for example, the Organization atcumulation and the uncontrolled spread of small arms and
American States Inter-American Convention againstiti@tl |ight weapons (hereinafter referred to as small arms) have
Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition,now been widely recognized as an important issue affecting
Explosives, and Other Related Materials, and a protod@lternational as well as human security, one that demands
against the illicit manufacturing of and trafficking in firearmsurgent action. Such action is needed in order to enhance
ammunition and other related materials that is beingternational and regional security; reduce the risk of armed
negotiated in the context of a future United Nationgonflict, political violence, terrorism and violent crime;
convention against transnational organized crime. combat and suppress the illicit trafficking in small arms;
Besides the question of illicit trade, the conferend@fomote sustainable peace settlementsgouti governance;
could also examine the consequences of this trade. In t#ad, above all, stop human suffering.
case, it could be convenient to suggest measures to reduce and
eliminate stocks of small arms and light weapons that are out  SCope
of the control of State institutions. Canada welcomed the decision of the General Assembly
In this sense, itis expected that the conference reacigesolution 53/77 E to convene an international conference
conclusion that will lead to a more concrete, safe arf theillicitarms trade in all its aspects, no later t2001.
continued implementation of the recommendations of tH this light, Canada strongly believes that the scope of the
Panel and the Group of Governmental Experts, as in tR@nference must be sufficiently broad and comprehensive to
respective reports of the Secretary-General (A/52/298 afisure that the problem of small arms in all its aspects is

Al54/258). confronted. All aspects that directly relate to the excessive
and destabilizing accumulation and uncontrolled spread of
Agenda small arms must be addressed, not merely those aspects that

] ) ) relate to the illicit arms trade, narrowly defined.
The first aim should be the adoption of a consensually

agreed plan of action. This plan should contain precise Furthermore, Canada considers that the title of the
measures. set within a time-frame. with indications dgsolution, “Small arms”, defines the scope of the conference
technical and financial resources, as well as mechanisms fdf€rms of weapons covered. In this context, Canada notes
cooperation and execution. The plan of action could al¢pat small arms were defined in the report of the Panel of

foresee the negotiation, as appropriate, of legal instrumeftgvernmental Experts (A/52/298, annex) as being those
for specific items such as the harmonization of firearfy€aPONs not covered by the United Nations Register of
marking systems. Conventional Weapons but those which are manufactured to

military specifications for use as lethal instruments of war.

Accordingly, it is Canada’s view that the conference should

focus on small arms that are manufactured to military
Brazil agrees with holding the conference in 2001, ogyecifications to perform a military function.

the understanding that a preparatory committee would be Objective and agenda

established, which should meet at least twice, allowing @  -~5nada believes that the objective of the conference

reasonable period of time for the preparation of thg,q,q he to develop an international programme of action

Dates

conference. that would comprise a range of measures to address the
various aspects of the small arms problem, and that the
Place agenda of the conference should be shaped to this end. Such

Brazil agrees with holding the Conference irfrange of measures could include legally binding instruments
Switzerland, as long as it is convened in accordance with tfeaddress gaps in the body of international humanitarian law
provisions of the Headquarters Agreement in force with tid politically binding codes of conduct or guidelines to
United Nations.
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control transfers of small arms, as well as other cooperative, China considers that, in accordance with the relevant
capacity-building and transparency arrangements. resolutions of the General Assembly, the main goals of the

Canada notes the many other important conferences 8pé1ference should be ending illegal transfers of weapons and

already scheduled to be held during 2000 and believes tIPé?mOting a solution to the problem of small arms. Concrete

the dates of the small arms conference should be a1, Measures might include: (a) combating the illegal
manufacture and transfer of small arms; (b) strengthening

internal control over legal transfers; and (c) the collection and
destruction of surplus small arms in post-conflict situations.

As to the venue of the conference, Canada expressesyitg specific content of such measures could be left until the
appreciation of the offer made by the Government gfext session of the General Assembly, when they could be
Switzerland to hold the conference at Geneva. discussed in depth in the context of the preparatory work for
the conference.

Venue

Preparatory work China considers that the scope of the conference should

Canada strongly believes that careful anBe illegal transfers and closely related questions, including
comprehensive work by a preparatory committee is essentiaéasures to increase domestic control over legal transfers,
to ensure that a successful conference will result. Canaglich as the strengthening of relevant legislation and controls
notes the views of other countries that at least two meetingsprevent legally transferred small arms from falling into
of such a preparatory committee are needed. Canada reiteréitegal channels. Legal transfers howeverpald not be a
its interest in holding one of the meetings of the preparatonyatter for consideration at the conference. Practical
committee in Canada at a date to be determined atd@armament measures, such as the collection and destruction
subsequent stage. of surplus small arms, should be limited to post-conflict areas

Canada expresses its appreciation of the wolkR Which such weapons exist in unchecked quantities.

undertaken so far by the Group of Governmental Experts on  China proposes that consideration of the agenda of the
Small Arms, set up in pursuance of General Assembtpnference should be left to the preparatory committee.
resolution 52/38 J and looks forward to its report, in
particular its recommendations with respect to the conveniﬂgat ¢
of the international conference.

With regard to the dates of the conference, China agrees
he conference should be convened@®1.

Canadais al ncouraged by the proar beina m With regard to the venue of the conference, China notes
. anadals aiso encouraged by the progress being € desire of the country concerned to host the conference and
in elaborating a protocol against the illicit manufacturing o

and trafficking in firearms. ammunition and other relateévi" give full consideration to the choice of venue according
Y ' u 0 practical circumstances.

materials that is being negotiated in connection with the
proposed United Nations convention against transnational ~China proposes that two or three sessions of the
organized crime. Canada expresses the hope that thBEgparatory committee be convened so that an in-depth,
negotiations will be successful and that a protocol can ltailed discussion of matters related to the conference can
concluded before the international conference takes plab€.held to ensure the success of the conference.
Furthermore, Canada would like to ensure that measures \jth regard to the qualifications of conference

developed under the protocol to combat ilfieit trafficking  participants, China considers that participants in the 2001

in firearms (e.g., mechanisms for the marking of firearmsjyternational conference and its preparatory committesulsd

could be formulated so as to apply broader aspects of tpgyrinciple be States Members of the United Nations or other

small arms issue as well. sovereign States; nevertheless, it may be appropriate to
consider inviting relevant intergovernmental organizations
such as the International Criminal Police Organization
(INTERPOL) and the International Customs Organization to

[Original: Chinese] the conference as observers.

[21 May 1999]

China

China supports the convening of an international Colombia

conference on the illicit arms trade in all its aspect2b91. [Original: Spanish]

[22 March 1999]
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. . Scope of the conference
The Government of Colombia is of the view that the

recommendations which have been made to combat the General Assembly resolution 53/77 E provides that the
circulation and illicit trade in small arms should be studie@onference in question should be devoted to the theme of the
by the international community as a whole and considered Ji¢it arms trade in all its aspects. The aspects that the
the starting point for negotiations on a binding convention §Pnference should address includger alia:

universal scope in this field. (a) Ease ofaccesstoarms which are distributed and

A binding convention to combat the illicit arms trade>°ld without adequate regulation or restriction;
in all its aspects must commit States to adopt or strengthen  (b) Widespread availability of arms which circulate
Iegislative measures for the domestic control of small arn’ﬁeely in various countries and regions;
as anindispensable requirement for preventing the criminal (¢) Inadequacy of regulations on carrying and owning
use of these arms and their diversion through illicit channels. .
. . . weapons;
The convention must also establish mechanisms for ensuring
compliance with its provisions, such as those necessary for (d) Weakness of the mechanisms for the enforcement
oversight and control of all links in the chain of the trade i®f arms control regulations;

such arms, from production to the distribution and marketing (e) Lack of control over the production, distribution
stages. and sale of arms and military equipment;

Since much of the illicit arms trade is carried out in an () Excessive production of small arms, which leads

undergound economy consisting of a chain of internationgj, their accumulation and proliferation and to illicit trafficking
black markets supported by their own supply sourceg,ihem:

information and communications systems and distribution and
financing networks, it is easy to conclude that the fight against (9)
this scourge requires the conclusion of international (h) Corruption at various levels;

Storage in unsafe and congested facilities;

agreements on various aspects of the problem, such as: (i) Distribution of the domestic production of small
(a) Institutional and legal changes; arms;
(b) Judicial cooperation; (i) Inadequate disposal of arms in post-conflict
(c) Cooperation among relevant authorities angtuations;

exchange of experience, information and legal evidence; (k) Ineffective border controls;
(d) Legal action against money-laundering; (D Weakness of import and export control

(e) Control and monitoring of borders by air, sea angiéchanisms;
land,; (m) Proliferation of arms as a result of exclusively

()  Coordination of intelligence for the detection angoMmercial and/or political considerations.

interdiction of illicit trafficking; Since the problem of the illicit arms trade is due largely
(g) Establishment of international systems folo the easy access to arms which are distributed and sold

controlling the legal trade in these arms (such as markings Wffhout serious restrictions and to the availability of arms
arms and ammunition) and controlling the parts for theWh'Ch circulate freely in various countries and regions, the

assembly and certain types of military equipment (such iaplementation of measures to ensure greater transparency,
night-vision equipment): oversight and control of the legal arms trade, programmes for

] ) o the collection and destruction of arms that are not necessary

(h)  Advisory services and training of personnel; or |egitimate defence, and other measures to reduce and

(i) Provision of equipment and technology forpreventthe proliferation and excessive accumulation of arms
detecting and tracing the illicit arms trade. would also help to prevent the unregulated circulation of these

S . . _arms, reduce their availability and thus prevent illicit
Again within a legal framework, bilateral cooperatlor{r f y P

a o . : é\fﬁcking in them.
greements on specific strategies for preventing an

combating this scourge must be concluded between the
countries affected by the circulation aitlicit trade in small
arms and the countries from which such arms originate.

Agenda, dates and venue of the conference
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The procedural part of the agenda of the conference the basis of their constitutional norms, to regulate the use of
could follow the models of previous conferences. arms in their respective territories.

Nevertheless, in order to determine which items should be In order to provide the conditions to which we referred

included in the s-ubs.tantive part, it will be necessary to firﬂ the preceding paragraphs, the objectives, scope and agenda

_agrrv]ae on the O.EJ.Tf‘Ct'ershand scope of the cor-lference, thqrfhe international conference on the illicit arms trade in all

Is the responsibility of the preparatory committee. its aspects, as well as the related preparatory work, must be
With regard to the dates for the holding of the defined clearly. The dates and venue are also important.

conference and of the meetings of its preparatory committee, Mindful of this responsibility, the Government of the

these will have to be determined in accordance with tr?fepublic of Cuba submits below its observations on the

calendar of conferences and meetings of the United Natio&%ments referred to in the preceding paragraph

for 2000 and 2001 and in coordination with the host State.

With regard to the possible venue of the conference, the  Objective
Government of Colombia welcomes gnd appreciates the The objective of the conference should be to draft a
generous offer of the Government of Switzerland to host the

conference and the offer of the Government of Canada to hg%l.'t'cal (_jeclarat|pn ref_lectlng the _e'e""e”FS of a consensus
. . which exist or which might be achieved with respect to the
a meeting of the preparatory committee.

illicit arms trade in all its aspects, and also to agree on a
common programme of action that can make it possible to
Cuba combat this type of arms trade.

[Original: Spanish] Scope

[9 June 1999] )
Cuba considers that the conference debates should be

Cuba has followed with interest the treatment of thimited to the illicit arms trade.
topic of small arms in the United Nations, especially the The exceptional opportunity which the conference

discussions that have been prompted by the considerationyy, 4 provide to discuss the issues relating tdltfet trade
recent years of resolutions on the subject by the Genemlla” types of arms, not only conventional arms (including

Assembly. sophisticated conventional arms), but also weapons of mass
In this connection, we reiterate the views transmittegnnihilation, munitions and explosives, should be utilized.

by the Government of Cuba under General Assembly

resolution 52/38 J, entitled “Small arms”, and contained in ~ Agenda

the report of the Secretary-General (A/53/169/Add.4), in The conference agenda should contiiter alia, items

which we expresdnter alia, our willingness to participate . ) ; . g
. . . . A elating to those issues which arise as part of the illicit arms
actively in an international conference on the illicit arms trade :
. . . ) ratde proper, as well as to the causes of this type of trade,
in all its aspects, should there be an international agreemen .
. Mmeasures to strengthen State control over the manufacturing,
to convene it.
storage and supply of arms, and the development of
An international conference on the illicit arms trade ifmnternational cooperation in combating the illicit arms trade
all its aspects should be an adequate framework for joiift all its aspects, including cooperation among police,
efforts by the States concerned in the search for means audtoms and frontier agencies.

ways of confronting this undesirable phenomenon. Dates and venue

For this reason, all the conditions should be provided e will be flexible in considering any proposal on the
s0 as to ensure that, both in the preparatory process and in3HBiect of dates. Nevertheless, as much lead time as possible
conference itself, the States concerned can participate activ@ipuld be provided in order to ensure an adequate preparatory

and carry out their work on a broadly transparent basis. Process for the conference. Accordingly, 2001 seems to us

i to be the most appropriate time for the convening of the
The conference would be the appropriate forum fCE,ronference

States to describe their experiences in the internal control of o
the arms that they possess, for example, any legal and/or With regard to the venue, it is important to ensure the

administrative measures that they may have promulgated,d#endance of all States concerned. For that reason, those
cities which have the largest possible number of accredited

diplomatic representatives of other States in their territory
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could perhaps be considered in order to ensure broad comprehensivelyinthe 1997 report of the Secretary-General

participation in the event. on small arms and light weapons, which was prepared with
the assistance of a Panel of Governmental Experts
Related preparatory work (A/52/298). The two sets of reduction and prevention

measures contained therein were endorsed by the General

.In its 53 years of ex-lstence, t.he Un!ted Natmns_ha ﬁsemblyin its resolution 52/38 J and are fully supported by
acquired vast experience in preparing various mternaﬂorlﬁe European Union

forums on different topics of interest to the internationa
community. This experience should be taken into accountin  Inthe 1997 report, while stating that accumulations of

the preparatory phase of the event. small arms and light weapons become excessive and
estabilizing when a State, whether supplier or recipient, does

committee to ensure the participation of all States concernag cXercise restraint in the production, transfer, acquisition

is the most appropriate mechanism for undertaking ﬂl?é]qt'r:gltglEgt'(?;asil:)(r:r(]:o\ll;I:c;atpansefl;ﬁzgI;idthr?tse?ng?:gsdrfor
preparatory work related to the conference. gl : v ! A

notes that there is no single cause for the accumulation of
All of the above-mentioned elements — the objectivgmall arms and their subsequent transformation into
scope, agenda, dates and venue of the international confereRggability and conflict. The report observes that the variety
on the illicit arms trade in all its aspects and the relatest different causes is usefully categorized by demand and
preparatory work — are closely linked, and success Bupply factors, although the distinction between both factors
defining one will have an impact on the definition of otherss not always clear-cut, and that the predominance of demand

The Government of the Republic of Cuba reaffirms itg" SUPPly factors varies by subregion and State, as well as by
willingness to participate actively in the preparatory proceg€riod of time. The European Union notes that weapons
for the conference and in the conference itself, once tM&ich have originally been legally transferred, in many cases

international community takes a decision in the matter. through subsequeiitegal transactions, form the stockpiles
from which the illicit flows of weapons are supplied. The

European Union looks forward to the report of the Group of
Germany Governmental Experts on Small Arms and to the views of the
Group on the scope and objectives of the international
conference.

The establishment of an open-ended preparato(ii

[Original: English]
[27 April 1999]
The European Union is strongly in favour of a wide and

The excessive and uncontrolled accumulation ar@mprehensive scope for the international conference, to be
spread of small arms and light weapons (hereinafter referrgghvened in accordance with General Assembly resolution
to as small arms) poses a threat to peace and security 8a¢i77 E. The conference should deal with both the preventive

reduces the prospects for sustainable development in mapy reactive aspects of the small arms problem and envisage
regions of the world. The international community hagffective ways and means to combat and contribute to ending
recognized the scale of this problem, the solution of whigRe destabilizing accumulation and spread of small arms; to
requires a concerted approach to the task of both drasticalbntribute to the reduction of existing accumulations of these
reducing the huge stocks of uncontrolled small arms in crisifeapons to levels consistent with the legitimate security

areas and of effectively preventing the continued influx feeds of countries; and to help solve the problems caused by
such weapons. The problems associated with small arms hgveh accumulations.

many root causes which call for effective action. A
differentiated approach which includes preventive as well as
reactive measures and which takes account of the compleng
of the problem is therefore called for. le

Therefore, a conference dealing with all aspects of the
it trade in small arms should consider all important factors
ding to their excessive and uncontrolled accumulation,

including those referred to in the 1997 report of the Secretary-
Inits resolution 53/77 E, the General Assembly decidefeneral, that isinter alia:

to convene an international conference on the illicit arms

trade in all its aspects no later than 2001. The context of this . . (a?
resolution suggests that the conferenlceldd focus on small entities;
arms manufactured to military specifications. Furthermore,  (b) Export of weapons surplus for purely commercial
it requires that all aspects of the illicit circulation of thoseurposes;

weapons be tackled. These aspects were dealt with

Covert supply by Governments to non-State
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(c) Large-scale granting of arms licences to civilians  which cover one aspect of the small arms problem, will be
or the deliberate distribution of weapons by Governments or  concluded before the international conference takes place.
opposition forces to the population in times of crisis or

. . The objective of the conference, in the view of the
internal conflict;

European Union, could be politically binding guidelines or

(d) Lack of State control over State or private arms  alegally binding instrument. The conference should equally
holdings, including losses by security forces owing to theft, adopt a programme of action encompassing all areas of
corruption or ethnic and political affinities; possible international cooperation in small arms. The agenda

(e) Collapse of governmental control thepftheconferenceshouldbeformulatedaccordingly.

fragmentation of State holdings which are inherited by As to the preparation of the conference, it seems
competing factions and armed parts of the population; necessary to hold at least two meetings of the preparatory

() Inability or lack of will of States to ensure thecommittee which the European Union would prefer to be

security and rights of their population and the subsequeﬁ’ﬁen'ended'
demand for self-protection etc. In the view of the European Union, the conference

The conference should equally consider a wide rang@ould be held in 2001, keeping in mind the dense

of measures to be taken to tackle the problem of small arnfiSarmament calendar in 2000 and trezessary convening
These measures could embraicger alia: of one or more sessions of the preparatory committee to

] o _ensure careful preparation of the conference.
(a) Adequate regulation of production (including

marking), transfer and holding of small arms, as well as With re_spect to the_venue Of_ the conference, the
measures of transparency and confidence-building; European Union expresses its appreciation of the offer by the
i ) ~ Government of Switzerland to host the conference at Geneva.
(b) Collection and destruction of all weapons which _ _
are not under legal possession or are not required for the The associated countries of Central and Eastern Europe,

purposes of national or collective defence and interngt!92ria, the Czech Republic , Estonia, Hungary, Latvia,
security: Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and the

associated country of Cyprus, as well as countries members
(c) Strengthening international cooperation amongt the European Free Trade Association that are members of
police, intelligence, customs and border control servicesihe European Economic Area (Iceland, Liechtenstein and
(d) Provision of assistance for measures at tf¢orway), have declared their alignment with this common
national level to strengthen the control of Governments 6sponse to General Assembly resolution 53/77 E.
holdings, internal trade and international transfers through
improved legal and administrative procedures, including

training of police, customs and border control officials; Iran (Islamic Republic of)

(e) A comprehensive and integrated approach to [Original: English]
security and development; [29 July 1999]
()  Regional or subregional initiatives on small arms; Small arms today are the main cause of the death and

(g) International or regional cooperation to Suppc)Iipjury of thousands of innocent people, including women and

measures for the collection and destruction of small arms alﬁlaldrhen, |fn re?:.orr]]a_l arn;edhco.nfhcts throu?hout the -worldc.i
light weapons in the context ofpost-conflictdemobilization,,I s, t eretore, hig t!me ort.e |nternat|o.n_a communlty an

_ _ _ in particular the United Nations to mobilize their efforts to
(h)  Approaches to and incentives for the collectiogtop this carnage. They should continue their efforts with a

possession. the excessive accumulation of small arms in regions of
The European Union is encouraged by the negotiatioﬁ@n_ﬂic'f, especiallythrough reinforcing legal restraints on the
under way in Vienna on a draft protocol against thieit ~illicit trade in small arms and light weapons.

manufacturing of and trafficking in firearms, ammunition and The Islamic Republic of Iran welcomes the decision of

other related materials, which is taking place in the conteiffe General Assembly to convene an international conference
of the negotiations on the draft United Nations conventiogh jllicit arms trade in all its aspects, not later tH2@01. This

against transnational organized crime. The European Unigdnference will certainly increase public awareness with
expresses the hope that the negotiations on the draft protocol,

12
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regard to the problem of excessive accumulation of small the 1997 report of the Secretary-General on small arms and
arms and it provides a unique opportunity for States and civil  his upcoming report in 1999 as useful sources for formulating
society to address multifaceted aspects of the question. a comprehensive and well-balanced agenda for the

It is also imperative for regional centres ané:onference.
organizations to be activated to address this problem in a
regional context. Regional solutions, which take into account ~ Venue
the specific characteristics of each region and develop an  The Islamic Republic of Iran welcomes the offer by the
indigenous approach in this regard, can best deal with tB®vernment of Switzerland to host the international
problem of illicit trade in small arms. conference at Geneva in 2001.

We should endeaur to have a successful conference )
in 2001 and, to this end, it is imperative that its objectives, ~ Preparatory Committee

scope and agenda are clearly worked out and defined. For the purpose of adequate preparation for the
o conference, a preparatory committee should be established.
Objective The Preparatory Committee would require at least two

The main objective of the Conference should b&€Ssions and should be open-ended.
combating the excessive accumulation of small arms globally
and in particular in the regions of armed conflicts through the

adoption of measures to reduce and prevent the illicit arms Jamaica
trade in small arms and light weapons. The conference, for [Original: English]
this purpose, should consider the main factors leading and [4 August1999]

contributing to the excessive accumulation of small arms and o )

may adopt a plan of action consisting of specific coordinated 1 he Government of Jamaica is of the view that the scope
efforts by the international community to reduce and prevefif the Proposed international conference should be broad
illicit trafficking as well as to face and resolve the problemgn0ugh to consider all aspects of the illicit trade in arms in

associated with the excessive accumulation of small arm{1® context of a comprehensive and coordinated action
programme to reduce and prevent the excessive and
destabilizing accumulation and transfer of small arms and

light weapons.

As the name of the conference indicates, the scope of The illicit trade h ithi ¢ d
the international conference will be the illicit trade in all its e licitarms frade has, withinecent years, assume

aspects. This would require the conference to address ove?z;ﬂrr]:?m? i %roEortLonsn. I(;Ee c\)/r/ithltt?] rr]nchstti tr(i:ch:mg nd
and different aspects of the illicit trade in small arms and lig aniiestations has been a inkage € harcotics trade a

weapons. The conference may also touch upon aspects ofv‘ﬂt@ terrorism, thus contributing to an entrenchment of the

legal trade or manufacture as they are related to the iIIic(§|{.ug trade and a frightening escalation of violence and violent

trade, as well as the excessive and destabiliaicumulation crimes. This ha}s senouslly.underrr.uned theape and security .
of many countries and will increasingly threaten not only their
of small arms. - . . :
stability but that of international peace and security.
The conference should avoid duplicating the work of

the Ad Hoc Committee, established by the Economic and The Governmgnt ofJama|ca.W|shes t_o draw atter.1t|.0n
Ei the Inter-American Convention against the lllicit

Scope

Social Council, on the elaboration of a convention again P f and Trafficking in Fi A iti
transnational organized crime, which is concentrating on t anufacturing otand rafiicking in Firearms, Ammunition,
xplosives and Other Related Materials, adopted on 13

revention of illicit manufacturing and trafficking in firearms. .
P g g November 1997, a concrete example of action taken at the
regional level to combat this menace, and proposes that it be

considered as one of the main documents for the conference.

The agenda of t_he conference _shoulc_j be broad enough It is understood that the Government of Switzerland has
to cover all relevant issues for consideration. It should als

. . . ' ¥fered to host the conference. In considering the dates for the
include the adoption of the final document or plan of action . : ) .
: conference, consideration should be given to allowing

of the conference. The preparatory committee of the .. . .
. sufficient time for the necessary preparatory work to be

conference shall take into account the responses of Member

States to the note verbale of the Secretary-General as Wengsdertaken.

Agenda
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Weapons to be considered at the international
Japan conference should be limited to small arms and light weapons,
[Original: English] except for anti-personnel landmines. However, in dealing
[29 April 1999] With the problems related to regions such as Africa where the
reduction of such weapons has to be carried out, all types of

1. Objective small arms, including civilian firearms, will have to be
“Norm setting” and “Action plan” can be two mainconsidered.
objectives of the international conference. As to the meaning of the term “in all its aspects”, the
scope of the issues to be taken up at the international
(a) Norm setting conference should be kept as broad as possible. Even the legal

In 1995, the Secretary-General urged the internatiorggPect of the arms trade will have to be considered as long as
community to seriously address the problems of small arfdS is relevant in combating the illicit arms trade. Social,
and light weapons in his report entitied “Supplement to dff°nomic, development assistance, law-enforcement aspects,
Agenda for Peace” (A/560-S/1995/1). Then, in his 1997for example, cannot be excluded from the outset. Naturally,
report on small arms (A/52/298), prepared with the assistaritd€ attention will have to be paid to the progress made in

of the Panel of Governmental Experts, it is stated that ~ €lation to the draft protocol on firearms by the Ad Hoc
. ) Committee on the Elaboration of a Convention against
... while there are some agreed global norms ang 5nsnational Organized Crime.

standards against weapons of mass destruction, there

are no such norms or standards .t.hgt can be useq i3 Agenda

reducing the excessive and destabilizing accumulation . o ) . o

of small arms and light weapons. These are the Since it is essential to have the cooperation of civil
weapons increasingly used as primaryinstruments%@Ciety1 including non-governmental organizations, ir!
violence in the internal conflicts dealt with by thecombating the problems of small arms and light weapons, it
United Nations.” is desirable to set aside some time to allow their

, representatives to make presentations at the international
Efforts will have to be made to work out a document 0L tarence.

documents (legally binding, if possible) embodying some

basic norms and standards in this regard. The joint action o p
g . Dates

small arms that the European Union adopted as a legally

binding instrument on 17 Decemb&®98 might serve as a In view of the need for sufficient time for preparation,

useful guide in such efforts. The international conferends well as the crowded schedule of other major international

should aim to mobilize the commitment of all participatingonferences in 2000, such as the 2000 Review Conference

States to such a document or to documents to be agreed ugdrthe Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of

Nuclear Weapons, the middle of 200iasild be good timing

(b) Action plan for the convening of this international conference.

With respect to some regions, such as Africa, where
excessive and destabilizing accumulation and transfer of
small arms and light weapons have already taken place, Japan supports the offer by the Government of
numerous efforts such as workshops, training of hum&witzerland to host the international conference at Geneva,
resources, weapons collection projects etc. have bd&g only announced candidate at present. In addition to the
initiated in recent years. However, these efforts are st@eographical advantage of easy access from most places, the
relatively modest in scale and are often conducted und@{allablllty of the United Nations conference facilities at
various independent initiatives. For the early solution of tHeeneva is a favourable factor.
problems, a more coordinated and comprehensive action-
oriented approach would be required. The international 6. Preparatory Committee
conference should serve as an occasion to adopt an
international action plan for this purpose.

Venue

It should be desirable to hold at least two meetings of
the preparatory committee, perhaps once in the first half of

2000 and another in early 2001.
2. Scope
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7. Other (a) The growing threat posed to civil society by the

Japan considers that the level of the heads 8?cumulation of small arms and light weapons, and the role
delegations of participating States at the internationﬁ‘ayed by such weapons in fuelling the violence that afflicts

conference should be at the level of Cabinet Minister. civil society;
(b) The political, economic and social consequences
of the accumulation of and trafficking in small arms and light
Jordan weapons; the role played by small arms and light weapons in
[Original: Arabic] fuelling civil war, impeding development, pushing up crime
[26 May 1999] rates, reducing school enrolment rates and exposing women
and children to violence;

Introduction (c) Confidence-building measures, including

Considering the growing problems associated with theansparency of military budgets and information-sharing
increasing incidence of trafficking in and the accumulatioabout small arms and light weapons;
anq Hlicit circulation of small arms a}nd light weapons in (d) The establishment of international regulations to
various parts of the world, together with the threat that su%%

) . . ntrol the trade in small arms, including manufacturing
phenomena pose to national and regional security ap

tability. Jordan hereby confirms it it for the or raastrictions such as the marking of weapons to facilitate
stabliity, Jordan hereby co S IS support for th€ propos cking; restriction of small arms manufacturing and trading

22'%2?5 of a conference on the illicit arms trade in all 't%o authorized manufacturers and dealers in order to help curb
P ' the proliferation of small arms and light weapons and to
prevent illicit trafficking in and thellicit circulation of such
weapons;
We propose that the conference should aim to achieve (e)
the following objectives:

Objective

Bilateral and regional cooperation and assistance
to support measures aimed at combating illicit trafficking in

(a) To curb the proliferation and accumulation o&nd the illicit circulation of small arms and light weapons,
small arms and light weapons and to bring to a halt the illicibcluding rural development and the provision of assistance
trade therein; to small communities.

(b) Toreduce present stockpiles to levels consistent
with the internal security and national defence requirements
of States; We propose that the conference should be held during

(c) To find solutions to problems caused by th€001 so that the coming century will mark the beginning of

proliferation and accumulation of small arms and Iigl"f"tm earnest and sincere concerted effort to eliminate this
weapons in a number of countries and regions: problem. This will also leave enough time for the

] i ] _consultations and preparations needed to guarantee the
(d) To provide the necessary technical and financig|,ccess of the conference.

assistance to support measures aimed at combating illicit
trafficking in and the illicit circulation of small arms and light

Date

Venue
weapons.
We propose that the conference should be held under
Scope the auspices of the General Assembly.

To define the magnitude and scope of the problem with
regard to the manufacture and accumulation of and trafficking Malta
in small arms and light weapons, and to analyse and find
appropriate solutions to the political, economic and social
problems arising therefrom.

[Original: English]
[5 May 1999]

The Government of Malta is of the view that the

Agenda objective and scope of the proposed international conference
We would welcome the inclusion of the following itemsn the illicit arms trade in all its aspects should be a
in the conference agenda: convention or similar agreement on thigcit arms trade. The
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Government of Malta suggests that the United Nations cooperation by States in combating the illicit circulation of
Convention against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and weapons and of measures that are being undertaken at the
Psychotropic Substances could possibly be used as a guide national and international levels in order to put an end to this
in this case. Such a convention on the illicit arms traldetdd phenomenon.

include the following issues: For us, it is a matter of fundamental importance that the

(a) Provisions to declare that the illicit arms trade is  conferehoald yield concrete and meaningful results. For
a recognized international crime, similar to the recognition exampleoitld prepare or propose for further elaboration
given to piracy and slavery. This would be particularly aseries of measures and principles for limiting illegal arms
relevant in the sphere of international maritime law; deliveries. In view of the continuing differences on the part
4if the States Members of the United Nations in their approach
to this problem, decisions taken at the conference must be

) . . . _ based on the broadest possible spectrum of the views of both
Malta’s keen interest in the introduction of a Unitedne suppliers as well as the receivers of arms.

Nations convention on the illicit arms trade is particularly | . ith the ab beli that th
related to its concerns in the area of trans-shipment activities. ; n connbec_tlon vlwt tde a Or:/te’ V\f[et eleve tha ?
In this context, it is suggested that an important area to fgnierence being planned ought not o pursue overly

covered by such a convention would be the exchange of tim«%\yb't'ous objectives — that would surely doom it to failure.
information among States. e also consider it unacceptable for documents and proposals

submitted by any regional organizations as reflecting
universal principles to be used as the basis of the conference’s
Monaco programme of work. (During the session of the United
o Nations Panel of Governmental Experts on Small Arms held
[Original: French] 54 Geneva in February 1999, attempts were already being
[8 March 1999] 2 de to use the European Union’s action plan to combat the
The Princely Government can only endorse throliferation of small arms and light weapons as the basis for

principles that led the General Assembly to decide, in if§ture discussions.)

resolution 53/77 E, entitled “Small arms”, to hold an As regards organizational aspects, we support the idea

international conference on the illicit arms trade, whittght of convening such a conference2001 at Geneva. We also

to result in the adoption of effective measures to regulate abdlieve that the establishment of a preparatory committee,

monitor the arms trade. which would hold no more than two sessions, may be required
in order to organize the holding of the conference.

(b) Practical measures to ensure feasibility
enforcement by States parties.

Russian Federation

[Original: Russian] Singapore
[19 April 1999] [Original: English]

. . [4 May 1999]
The Russian Federation has already expressed support

for the holding of an international conference on the illicit The proposed international conference on illicit arms
arms trade in all its aspects (see A/53/169). In doing so, owade in all its aspects presents an opportunity to develop a
position is that the discussion at this international forum wiloordinated international programme to curb the illicit
focus on the problem of combating the illicit circulation oproduction of and trafficking in small arms. The objective of
small arms and light weapons. We are not opposed $ach a conference should be to deal with illicit trafficking in
discussing at the conference questions relating to the legatall arms, specifically, to identify the root causes of illicit
arms trade, but only in those cases where it has becomsmall arms trafficking, and to recommend and endorse
source of illicit circulation. In adidion, we do not agree with measures, both national and international, to curb illicit
the idea of including in the agenda the questions of limitingansfers.

and regulating conventional deliveries of weapons and combat

. . ) While the small arms problem has many dimensions,
equipment, which are unrelated to the conference’s mandaﬂ,?e c

onference should deal in particular with issues related
We believe that an important place in the conferencets illicit production of and trafficking in small arms, and ways
work could be given to a discussion of the basic areas far combat these illegal activities. To this end, measures and
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controls to prevent the illicit diversion of legally traded small South Africa considers it essential that a regional
arms to the black market and to curb the illicit trade can be apprdechdbe formulated to address the problem of the
considered, without affecting the right of States to produce uncontrolled proliferation of small arms and light weapons
or acquire small arms for legitimate self-defence. These thatis based on regional concerns and adopts an incremental
recommendations should take into account the different approach. This will ensure that as each region of the world
circumstances and needs of different regions. develops an indigenous approach to address the excessive and
gjestabilizing accumulation of small arms and light weapons,

e building blocks will be put in place to effectively deal with

i L . ) this issue globally.
(a) National legislation and administrative controls

Measures to minimize illegal losses of small arms from ”In its response to the Secretar:y-G.eneraI’s re[r)]ort on
government stockpiles owing to lax national contrdissld SMa! arms (A/53/169/Add.3), South Africa stated that an

be further considered. These preventive national measui'@: rnational conference on the illicit arms trade in all its
include: adequate national legislation and enforcemefRPECts should be held aftt999 to enable Governments and

measures to monitor and control national arms production ajftfional organizations to share their experiences, and
licit small arms transfers as well as to combat illicit oned2cilitate diabgue. The aim of the conference should be to
detailed and reliable national records on small arms transféf§réase cooperation and avoid duplication of initiatives to
and national holdings; safe and secure storage of natioff S Yre that scarce resources are utilized effectively. The

stocks of small arms procured for self-defence and natiorfihference should formulate an action plan to combat this

security purposes; responsible policies on disposal of surpffPPlem of proliferation, based upon the experiences of

small arms: indigenous regional approaches in this regard.

The conference could consider adopting the followin
measures to combat illicit small arms trafficking:

(b) International cooperationAt the international Therefore, South Africa welcomed the decision by the

level, the conference could consider ways to strengthgﬁanera! Assembly in resolutlon_ 53/77 E to convene an

cooperation and consultation among States, in particufglternatlonal conference on the illicit arms trade in all its

cooperation among law enforcement agencies, in combatfﬁ%oeas no later than 2001.

illegal small arms trafficking. Such cooperation could include

greater information exchange among law enforcement SCOP€

agencies and the sharing of expertise in developing a robust  South Africa interprets the scope of this conference to

national legislation on small arms possession and licensing: broad enough to include a focus on the illicit arms trade
(c) Post-conflict demobilizationThe conference N allits aspects based, among others, on the issues identified

could further explore the possibility of internationaln the Secretary-General's report on small arms (A/52/298).

coordination for the post-conflict collection and destructioR" the international conference to effectively deal with the

of small arms and the demobilization of ex-combatants, pyoblem of illicit arms trade in all its aspects, South Africa

ensure that surplus stocks of small arms are disposedb@l“eves that the scope should not focus on the illicit arms
correctly and responsibly. trade only but should also focus on the “legal” trade in arms.

Only through increased transparency and better control of the
legal arms trade would the international community be able
South Africa to constrain illicit arms trade.

[Original: English] Lo
[24 June 1999] Objective
South Africa believes that the objective of the
South Africa believes that addressing the proliferatiofynference should be to increase cooperation in combating
of small arms and light weapons must be viewed from &Re proliferation of small arms and light weapons and to avoid
inclusive perspective of arms control and disarmament, pogiyplication of initiatives in order to ensure that scarce
conflict peace-building, conflict prevention and socioresources are utilized effectively. In this regard, the
economic development. Through the coordination of theggnference should formulate an action plan to combat this

assess and identify priorities and determine achievable steggional approaches.

to be taken to contain and reduce small arms and light

weapons proliferation. Agenda
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] _ fourth session. This preparatory committee should hold at
The agenda of the conference should be all-inclusive st three meetings to ensure adequate preparation for the
To this effect, the agenda should include opportunities {@nterence. The venue of these preparatory meetings should
consider all national and regional approaches and measwigScarefully chosen so as to enable the widest possible

to address the proliferation of small arms and light weapons, icipation, especially by States affected by the proliferation
The approaches and measures to be considered in the ageid@all arms and light weapons.

include options for a legally binding instrument on small
arms, criteria/guidelines for the transfer of these weapons,

destruction of stockpiles of surplus weapons, transparency _ _
and information exchange issues. While welcoming the offer made by the Government of

Th ; il id ideal tunity f Switzerland to host the conference and that Geneva be the
€ conference will provide an ideal opportunity 1or g o, 0 of the conference, South Africa does not consider this

cooperative partnerghlp to be. estabhshgd _amoR&er to exclude or prejudge the consideration of any other
Governments, international and regional organizations aé/ ch offers, in particular from those parts of the world in

Venue

thg .non-governmental community to mob|I|zel pUb“C, aNFhich the illicit trade and proliferation of small arms and light
political support to address the problems associated with %apons are most prevalent

proliferation of small arms and light weapons. Therefore, the
role of the non-governmental community in assisting
Governments to achieve this support and aiding in the  Syj Lanka

compilation of reliable data regarding the proliferation of . .
small arms and light weapons in all its aspects should be [Original: English]
explored at the conference. In this regard, relevant non- [17 March 1999]
governmental organizations should be able to fully participate

: The Government of Sri Lanka supports the proposal
in the conference.

contained in paragraph 1 of General Assembly resolution
53/77 E, that the conference on illicit arms trade in all its

Date aspects be convened no later t12001.

Owing to the various disarmament and other  gyj|anka also notes that the Group of Governmental
conferences taking place during 2000, South Africa SUPPOESperts on Small Arms, in which Sri Lanka is a member, will
holding the international conference on small arms in thg making recommendations to the Secretary-General on the
second half of 2001. objective, scope, agenda, dates, venue of and preparatory

committee for the proposed conference.

Preparatory committee

This timing of the conference will also provide

sufficient time for the work of an open-ended preparatory Turkey
committee. This committee should give further consideration [Original: English]
to exact dates during 2001 to enable the General Assembly [26 July 1999]

to take a decision to this effect at its fifty-fifth session. For the ] ]

international conference to achieve practical results, Turkey, mindful of the serious threat posed to
preparations at a national, regional and international leBfernational peace and security by the illicit small arms trade
would be imperative, taking into account the views of afind the destabilizing impact caused by tiegal transfer of
Member States, regional and subregional organizatioi$$/Ch weapons at the regional level, attaches importance to and
international agencies, and experts in the field. The formBfrticipates actively in the efforts to control small arms.

preparatory process for an internatio_n_al conference should, |n line with this perception, Turkeyin 1996 became the

therefore, only commence after a decision has been takenfipst State to introduce the idea of establishing a small arms
the General Assembly at its fifty-fourth session, based on thegister within the Organization for Security and Cooperation
views of Member States on the objective, scope, agen@g@Europe.

dates and venue, and taking into account the report of the
Secretary-General on small arms (A/52/298) as well as the In the framework of the Forum for the Wassenaar

recommendations made by the Group of Governmen rlrangementon Export Controls for Conventional Arms and

Experts established pursuant to Assembly resolution 52/3 HaI-Use Goods and Technologies, Turkey supported the

that are to be submitted to the General Assembly at its fifti/r]ltlamve of the United States to form a follow-up list of
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illegal arms traders and dealers. At the same Forum, Turkey initiating an international cooperation and coordination
also made contributions to the efforts aimed at formulating mechanism in this respect;
common criteria in order to determine any increase in transfer (e)

. . While the conference will be looking into the
or excessive accumulation of small arms.

illegal transfer of small arms, it would also be useful to adopt
Turkey also endorsed the initiatives at the United amore comprehensive approach and review the international

Nations mainly aimed at controlling small arms, and and regional initiatives to strengthen national control

preventing their illegal trade and the accumulation of these mechanisms along with establishing transparency in legal

types of weapons, especially in the hands of non- transfers of small arms;

governmental elements. Turkey, furthermore, backed the () At the conference, it would be most timely to

recommendations of the Panel of Governmental Experts 8Rcuss the close relationship between the illegal transfer of

Small Arms C(_)ntamed in the Secretary-General’s report Uhall arms and transnational organized crime, terrorism and
the same subject (A/53/298). drug trafficking:

In keeping with the above summarized position, Turkey, (@)

_dufrlng the ?ﬁ)ﬁth'rd Ise§S|on of the Qeneral ﬁssembk/, VOt?{groliferation of small arms is being debated by various
n favour Of‘é reso Iug\ons c%rrcernlnlg §ma5?:a/r7r’r7wsl.5 S a-cl nternational organizations and at seminars convened for this
sponsor of General Assembly resolution , entit ﬁﬂpose. During the conference it would be useful to review

_Small_arms , Turkey suppqrt_s_ the convening of a ese efforts under an agenda itentied “Cooperation and
international conference on the illicit arms trade as had beggordination with other initiatives in this field”

previously envisaged in General Assembly resolution 52/38

J. Turkey reiterates that the convening of an international

conference will allow an in-depth analysis of all aspects ofthe  United Arab Emirates
illicit arms trade.

The issue of how to fight against the destabilizing

[Original: English]

Turkey wishes to provide the following reply to [16 March 1999]
paragraph 3 (a) of General Assembly resolution 53/77 E, in
which the Secretary-General is requested to seek the views The Government of the United Arab Emirates believes
of Member States on the recommendation concerning tiiet any kind of unlawful arms trade will result in creating a
convening of an international conference on the illicit armost dangerous environment for all concerned, especially if
trade in all its aspects: those arms fall into the hands of terrorists. Therefore, the
oncerned authorities in the Government of the United Arab

(a) Keeping in mind the dates of other global ané ) ) . e
regional-level disarmament meetings and conferences jnirates try their utmost to prevent any kind of illicit arms
trading, in close cooperation with all the friendly

would be useful to convene a broad-based internatior{é‘? hbouri i ith a view t ting this kind
conference before 2001 with the participation of not onlg/e'gt ourllngdcoun fies wi q avlleV\:‘ ?tprgven Ing this Kin
States, but international organizations, and non-governmen B\EX remely dangerous and uniawiut trade.

organizations as well;

(b) Turkey, for technical and logistical reasons, may  United States of America
Iofc;l;_favoufrably to .the Geneva option as the possible venue [Original: English]
of this conference; [25 May 1999]

(c) Inthe process of determining the agenda of the ) ) .
conference, the issues raised in the report of the Secretary- The United States approach to implementing the 24
General (A/52/298) can be taken as a base. However, fssommendations of the 1997 report of the United Nations
agenda can be finalized at a preparatory committee whi€oup of Governmental Experts centres on four clusters of

would be held after the determination of the venue and tRétivities: (a) small arms proliferation and excessive
date of the conference; accumulations; (b) international criminal activity aitiecit

trafficking; (c) peacekeeping and post-conflict efforts; and

(d) The conference, while taking up all aspects C(H) humanitarian and development aspects.
arms smuggling, should address the issues of establishing a

global criterion to reduce the excessive accumulation and ~ 1he problems those recommendations address have

destabilizing proliferation of small arms, as well as osecurity, political, humanitarian, cultural, law enforcement,
intelligence, development, and arms control dimensions.

19



A/54/260

Therefore, the international response to them must be United States policy approach is promoting the early
multidimensional, pursued coherently at all levels, and in all completion of the firearms protocol to the transnational
appropriate forums, at the same time avoiding duplication. organized crime convention and promoting international
A single top-down campaign is unlikely to effectively address support for the Model Regulations of the Inter-American
these problems. Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD).

The proliferation of small arms and light weapons plays ) . ) .
a significant role in exacerbating conflicts and Review of United States implementation of the
underdevelopment, but it is not the legitimate international 1997 recommendations of the United Nations
trade in arms, or the sale of weapons to law-abiding citizens ~ Panel
in stable societies, that contributes most significantly to these  The United States is currently implementing several
problems. The demand for small arms and light weaponsiifitiatives. The United States is: encouraging the international
caused primarily by ethnic and religious conflict, economigommunity to commit to full and timely disclosures of all arms
and social exclusion, poor governance, lack of respect for tsigipments being transferred into zones of conflict in Africa;
rule of law, lack of democratic institutions and lack of respeguilding international support for a voluntary moratorium on
for human rights. arms sales that could fuel interconnected conflicts; meeting

These root causes promote the unregulated aWih interngtional apd non-govgrnmental organizations to
illegitimate sale of large quantities of weapons to unknowgxchange information on regional arms transfers and
end-users. These sales are usually carried out by profite8¥pI0ring other steps; encouraging the international
and abetted by the corruption of rogue militias, unscrupuloG@Mmunity to provide aid for capacity-building in Africa to
officials and criminals. In addition to addressing means &fréngthen sanctions  enforcement; —encouraging the
supply, the root causes of conflict must also be addressed. fif¥elopment of a clearing house for technical information and
international community must promote democratic institutio8" Fapid exchange of data on possible sanctions violations;

as well as continue to curb the spread of small arms and ligHtcouraging the development of national legislation to
weapons to conflict-prone areas. criminalize violations of sanctions as the United States has

. ) _done; negotiating a convention modelled on the Organization
On the development side, the United States subscrifgs\merican States Convention agairlitit Trafficking that

to the 1998 Development Cooperation Guidelines of they, pe concluded by 2000; and completing negotiations on
Development Assistance Committee which seek to strengthg@ agreement to restrict the export of man-portable air-
the capacity of war-torn societies to manage conflict witho\afence systems by 2000.

violence. The United States promotes sustainable
development through humanitarian relief, post-crisis
assistance and conflict prevention. In the end, however,
developing countries are ultimately responsible for their own
destiny.

The United States supports post-conflict demobilization
and reintegration, monitors human rights problems, and
encourages the development of democratic values and
institutions in many countries.

To respond to humanitarian and post-conflict crises, the
United States has adopted “complex contingency operations”
(CCOS). These operations are “quick response” activities,
usually composed of political, diplomatic, humanitarian,
intelligence, development and security components. United
States-led CCOS have been conducted in a number of
situations as diverse as Haiti and Somalia. Mindful of the
legitimacy of legal arms transfers, the United States, in
concert with others, seeks to establish and globalize a set of
“best practices” — such as making illegal unauthorized
retransfers, or illicit sales by independent brokers who seek
havens beyond United States borders. The centrepiece of the
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