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INTRODUCX’ION 

1. At its tit regular session, the General Assembly adopted pr* 
visional rules of rocedure (A/71 /Rev.1 ) based on a text contained in 
the report of the !i reparatory Commission of the United Nations.* 

2. At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution 102 
(I) of 15 December 1946, established the Committee on Procedures and 
Grganixadon, consistin of 15 Member States. 

3. At its seeon d session, the Gcncral Assemblv considered the 
report of the Committee on Procedures and Organiza~on,z which con- 
tamed draft rules of rocedure proposed by the Committee,$ and, by 
resolution 173 (II) o 17 November 1947, adopted its rules of proce P 
dure. These rules entered into force on 1 January 1948. 

4. At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution 116 
(II) of 21 November 1347, decided to add new rules 113, 114, 116 and 
117,’ relating to the admission of new Members. 

5. At its third session, the General Assembly, by resolution 262 
(III) of 11 December 1948, decided to include Spanish among its work- 
ing languages and to amend accordingly rules 44 to 48.s 

6. At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution 271 
(III) of 29 April 1949, established the S cial Committee on Methods 
and Procedures of the General Assemb y, consisting of 15 Member p” 
Statea. 

7. At L fourth session, the General Assembly considered the 
recommendations contained in the report of the Special Committee on 
Methods and Procedures of the General Asscmblp and, by resolution 
362 (IV) of 22 October 1949, decided: 

(a) To amend rules 14, 31, 33, 35, 59, 64, 65, 67, 68, 69, 72, 
80, 81,82,97,98,102,103,105, 106, 107, 110, 117, 118 end 119;’ 

(6) To add now rules lA, 19, 19B, 19C, 31A, 35A 35B, 56A, 
89A md 97A.’ 

By~~~u~~~A~~y~~~t~ 

chap. 1 sOet* 3. 
Rttords of the Gentrat Assembly, Second Ses.rlon, Plenary Mttt- 

in@, vol. 11, annex IV, document A/3R8. 
8 Ibid., document A/388, piirt 111. 
’ Rules 134, 135, 137 and I38 of the prcwcnt rules of procedure. 
s RUlCs S1 lo 55 of the prcscnt rules of procedure. 
a ~oicird Records o/ rhc G~~trral Assrrrrbly, Forrrrli Session. Supplemo~l No. 

I2 (A/917). 
7Ruks IS, 35, 38, 40. 66, 71. 72. 74. 75, 76. 79, Ra. 89. 90. 106. 108. 

11% 114, 116, 117. 118, 121, 128. 129 iind 130 of the prcscnt rules of procedure. 
aRtIk.s 2. 20. 22, 23, 36. 41. 41. 62. 99 and 107 of the present rules of 

procedure. 



recommendations and suggestions of the Special Committee and w 
quested the Secretary-General to prepare a document embodying these 
recommendations and suggestions in a convenient form for use by the 
General Committee and delegations of Member States in the Assembly. 
The text of these rccommrndations and suggestions is reproduced in 
‘annex I. 

8. At the same session. the General Assemblv. bv resolution 366 
(LV ) of 3 Dcccmber 1949, adopted rules for the callkg 6y the Economic 
and Social Council. under Article 62. oarapraoh 4. of the Charter. of 
international confcrknccs of States. ’ ’ s ’ ’ 

9. At its fifth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 377 A 
(V) of 3 November 1950, adopted several amendments and additions 
to its rules of procedure relating to the holding of emergency special 
sessions; by that resolution, the Assembly decided: 

(a) +l?o add a paragraph (b) to rulc8; 
(b) To add a paragraph (b) to rule 9; 
(c) To insert a new sentence at the end of rule 10; 
(d) To insert a new sentence at the end of rule 16; 
(e) To insert a new sentence at the end of rule 19; 
(1) To insert a new rule 65.” 
10. At the same session. the General Assembly, by resolution 475 

(V) of 1 Novcmbcr lY50, adopted a new rule 84A’O concerning the 
majority required for decisions of the Assembly on amendments to pro- 
posals relating to important questions and on parts of such proposals put 
to the vote separately. 

11. At the same session, the Gcncral Assembly, by resolution 
479 (V) of 12 December 1950, adopted ru!cs for the calling by the 
Economic and Social Council, under Article 62, paragraph 4,&f the 
Charter, of non-governmental conferences. 

12. At its sixth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 597 
(VI) of 20 December 1951, established the Special Committee for the 
Consideration of the Methods and Procedures of the General Assembly 
for Dealing with Legal and Drafting Questions, consisting of 15 Member 
States. 

13. At its seventh session, the General Assembly considered the 
report of the Special Committee for the Consideration of the Methods 
and Procedures of the General Assembly for Deaiia with Legal and 
Draftin OuostiorW and, by resolution 684 (VII) of % November 1952 
adoptdccrtain recommendations contahcd in that report; the recolu& 
also provida t&at: 

(4 T&a of thece r~rn~l~ &ouId ba embcldkd 89 
an annex to the rules of procedure; 

30 
(h) The said annex should also reproduce paragraphs 19, 20. 29, 
and 35 to 39 of the report of the Special Committee. 

” Kute 63 of rhe ~rescnt rulc.s of mxedure. 
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The texts of the recommendations and the specified parts of the report 
of the Special Committee are reproduced in annex II. 

14. At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution 689 
A (VII) of 21 December 1952. established the Special Committee on 
Measures to Limit the Duration of Regular Sessions of the General 
Assembly, consisting of 15 Member States. By resolution 689 B (VII) of 
the same date, the General Assembly adopted on amcndmcnt 10 rule 2 
whereby the Assembly would, at the beginning of each session, fix “a 
closing date for the session” rather than “a target date for the closing of 
the session”. 

15. At its eighth session, the General Assembly considered the 
report of the Special Committee on Measures to Limit the Duration of 
Regular Sessions of the Gcncral Assembly’” and by resolution 79! 
(VI!I) of 23 UCtObCi i953, decided: 

(u) To amend rules 38 and 39, relating to :hc composition of the 
General Committee; 

(b) To amend rule 98,‘” relating to priorities in the consideration 
of items in the Main Committees. 

16. At its ninth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 844 
(IX) of 11 October 1954, adopted six special rules designed to govern 
its procedure for the examination of reports and petitions relating to the 
Territory of South West Africa. ]’ The text of these specia! rules is repro- 
duced in annex 111. 

17. At its eleventh session, the General Assembly, at the 577th 
plenary meeting on 15 November 1956, decided: 

((I) To establish an eighth vice-presidency of the Assembly; 
(b) To change the name of the “Ad Hoc Political Committee” to 

“Special Political Committee” and to confer a permanent character 
on~that Committee. 

At the surnc session, the General Assembly, by resolution 1104 (XI) of 
18 December 1956, adopted consequential amendments to rules 31, 38, 
39 and lOI.’ 

lk At its twelfth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 
1192 (XII) of 12 December 1957, decided to increase the number of 
VicePresidents of the Assembly fxom 8 to 13 and ado 
amendments to rules 31 and 38. In an annex to t R 

ted consequential 
e resolution, the 

C3oneraI Assembly approved the pattern according to which the Vice- 
PLWkMta should ba aeared. 

1% 
IQ39 

A! iu &tea& s&on, the Oenotd Atrembly, by rdeolution 
(WI) ed 29 Nemb.ar 1961, de&&d to im%aae the membership 

of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 
from 9 to 12 and adopted consequential amendmer ts to rules 156 and 
157.‘0 

12 Ibid.. Eighrlt Session. Anmws, agenda item 24. document A/2402. 
I3 Rule 99 of the present rules of procedure. 
I4 By resolution 2372 (XXII) of 12 June 1968. tbc General Assembly de. 

cidcd that “South West Africa” would he known as “Namibia”. 
I6 Rule 9R of ~hc present rules of procedure. 
‘“Rules I.55 and IS6 of the present rules of procedure. 

. . 
xlll 



20. At its seventeenth session, the General Assembly, at the 
1162nd plenary meeting on 30 October 1962, established the Ad Hoc 
Committee on the Improvement of the Methods of Work of the General 
Assembly, consisting of I8 members. By resolution 1845 (XVII) of 
I9 December 1962. rhe General Assembly decided to continue the 
,4d Hoc Committee. 

21. At its eighteenth session, the General Assembly considered 
the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Improvement of the Methods 
of Work of the General Assembly17 and, by resolution 1898 (XVIII) of 
11 November 1963, took note of the observations contained in that 
report and approved the recommendations submitted by the Committee. 
The text of the resolution is reproduced in annex 1V. 

1990 
22. At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution 
(XVIII) of 17 December 1963, decided to increase the number 

of Vice-President3 of the Assembly from 13 to 17 and adopted cons 
quential amenr!ments to rules 31 and 38. In an annex to the resolution, 
the Generai Assembly approved the patter.1 according to which the 
President of the Assembly, the 17 Vice-Presidents of the Assembly and 
the 7 Chairmen of the Main Committees should be elected. 

23. AI its twentieth session. the General Assembly, by resolu- 
tion 2046 (XX) of 8 December 1965. following the entry into force of 
the amendments to Articles 23. 27 and 61 of the Charter, amended its 
rules of procedure as follows: 

(a) In rule 8 (h), the word “seven” was replaced by the word 
“nine”; 

(6) In rule 143,‘s the word “three” was replaced by the word 
“five”; 

(c) In rule 146,lo the word “six” was replaced by the word “nine”. 
The paKern for the election of the non-permanent members of the 
Security Council is reproduced in a foot-note to rule 142. 

24. At its twenty-second session, the General Assembly, by nso- 
lution 2323 (XXII) of 16 December 1967, decided to amend rulea 89 
and 128zo by adding to each of these rules a new paragraph (b) to take 
into account the installation of mechanical means of voting, 

25. At ths se1116 ession, the General Assembly, at the 1629th 

!Et verrion of 
meeting on 13 December 1967, took note of a canectlon to the 

~~~~;~ 

26. AI its twenty-third session, the General Assembly.by resolu- 
tion 2390 (XXIII) of 25 November 1968, decided to increase the 

17Oficiol Records of lhe General Assembly, Eighfeenrh Session, Annexes, 
agenda item 25, document A/5423. 

18 Rule 142 of the present rules of procedure. 
1s Rule 14.5 of the present rules of procedure. 
20 Rules 87 and 127 of the present rules of procedure. 
21 Ofkini Records of rhe General Assembly. Twenty-second Seuion, Annexes. 

agenda item 8, docwent Ml3lJW169. 
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membership of the Committee on Contributions from IO IO I2 and 
adopted a consequential amendment to rule 159.“* 

27. .Jr the same session, the General Assembly. by resolu- 
tion 2479 (XXIII) of 21 December 1968, decided to include Russian 
among its working languages and to amend accordingly rule 51. 

28. At its twenty-fourth session, the General Assembly, by r~lu- 
tion 2553 (XXIV) of 12 December 1969, adopted amendments to rules 
52, 53 and SYJ consequent upon the amendment to rule 51 adopted at 
tho twenty-third session. 

29. At its twenty-fifth session, the General Assembly, by resolu- 
tion 2632 (XXV) of 9 November 1970, established the Special Com- 
mittee on the Rationalization of the Procedures and Grganization of the 
Clenord Assembly, consisting of 31 Member States. 

30. At its twenty-sixth session, the General Assembly considered 
the report of tho Special Committee on the Rationalization of the Pr+ 
cedures and Orgamzation of the General Assemblyw and, by resolution 
2837 (XXVI) of 17 December 1971, decided: 

(a) To amend rule 60gS to reflect the oractice of the General As- 
setibiy and its committees regarding the &cords and sound recordings 
of meetings; 

(b) To amend rules 69 and 11Wa to author& the presiding officer 
to declare a meeting open and permit the debate to proceed when at 
least one third of the members of the General Assembly or one 
quuter of the members of a committee are present: 

(c) To amend rules 74 and 115*’ to permit no more than two rcp- 
resentatives to speak in favour, and two against, a proposal to limit 
the time to be allowed to each speaker or the number of times each 
representative may speak on any question; 

Id) To amend rule 100 to include in it moro detailed nro\ri.sions 
rel& of work of the Main Committe&and to 
r8num r it rule 10lps (former rule 101 became rule 100ss); 

(6) To amend rule 105’0 to provide that: 
(I) Each Main Committee ahall elect a Chairman, two Vita 

Chairmen and a Rapportour; 
(ii) Each other committee shall elect a Chairman, one or more 

CO the election. 
_ 

)* Rule 158 of the preseut rules of pmcedurc. 
**See introduction, yam 34. 
14 O&iol Records of the Gerwal Assembly, Twenty-six/h Session, Supple- 

n~enf No. 26 (A/8426). 
15 Rule 58 of the present rules of procedure. 
*O Rules 67 and 108 of the presenl rules of procedure. 
2T Rules 72 and 114 of the vresenl rules of orocedurc. 
2RRuk 99 of the presenl r&s of proccdur& 
25 Rule 98 of lllc present rules of procedure. 
8ORule 103 of the present rules of procedum. 
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and to adopt consequential amcndmrnts to rules 39 and 107:’ 
(f) To insert a new rule I 12,:L” rclnting to congratulations to the 

officers of Main Connnittecs, and to rcnumhcr accordingly the 
existing rules 112 to 164,s” 

By resolution 2837 (XXVI), the General Assembly also approved the 
conclusions of the Special Committee and decided thnt they should be 
annexed to the rules of procedure; these conclusions are re 
:tnnex V. In one of the recommcndations,s’ the Secretary- e 

reduced in 
eneral was 

rcquestcd to undertake a comparative study of the versions of the rules 
of procedure in the various official languages in order to ensure their 
concordance; this request was complied with and the relevant editing 
changes were incorporated in the rules. 

2798 
31. At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution 
(XXVI) of 13 December 1971, decided to increase the member- 

ship of the Advisory Committee ou Administrative and Budgetary Ques- 
tions from 12 to I3 and adopted a consequential amendment to rule 
157.3” 

2847 
32. At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution 
(XXVI) of 20 December 1971, decided to amend Article 61 of 

the Charter to increase from 27 to 54 the number of members of the 
Economic and Social Council. By that resolution, the General Assembly 
;\lso decided that, upon the entry into force of the amendment to the 
Chs;:er, the word “nine” in rule 147sa would be re 
“eighteen”. 7he amendment to the Charter entere x 

laced by the word 
into force on 24 

Scptembcr 1973. The pattern for the election of the members of the 
Economic and Social Council, as set forth in resolution 2847 (XXVI), 
is reproduced in a foot-note to rule 145. 

33. At its twenty-seventh session, the General Assembly, by 
resolution 2913 (XXVII) of 9 November 1972, decided to increase 
the membership of the Committee on Contributlons from 12 to 13 and 
adopted a consequential amendment to rule 160,s’ 

34. At its twenty-eighth session, the General Assembly, by reso- 
lutions 3189 (XXVIII) and 3190 (XXVIII) of 18 December 1973, 
decided: 

(a) To include Chinese among the working Iaagsrages of the 
Oeneral Assembly, its committees and its ouboommittces; 

(6) To include Arabic among the oScia1 and the working lan- 
.guqos of .&o General Awmbly an8 ita Mria Committset. 

tian 3iOl 
sdopto4l on 

ff) of 13 rlacumbor 1873, the chwd 
tlat amendments to its rules of procedure, 

(a) huh 51 to 59 wcrc replaced by new rules 51 to 57; 

:*I Rule 105 of the prercnl rules of prowdurc. 
:‘2 Rule 110 of Ihe prcrcnl rules of p~occdure. 
33 Rules 1 I I lo 163 of the present rules of procedure. 
34 Resolution 2837 (XXVI), annex II, p;cta. 128. 
33 Rule I.55 of Ihe prcsenl rules of proccdurc. 
30 Rule 14s of the present tules of procedure. 
37 Rule 158 of Ihc prescnl wlcs of procedure. 
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(6) Rules 60 to 165 were renumbered accordingly. 

35. At its thirty-first session. the General Assembly, by rcsolu- 
lion 31/95 A of 14 December 1976. decided IO increase the membership 
of the Committee on Contributions from 13 IO 18 and, by rc\olu- 
lion 31/96 of the same date, adopted a consequential amendment IO 
rule 158. 

36. AI its thirty-second session, the General Assembiy, by reso- 
lution 32/103 of I4 December 1977, decided to increase the member- 
ship of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary 
Questions from 13 IO I6 and adopted a conscqucntial amendment to 
rule 155. By the same resolution. the Gcncral Assembly also decided: 

((0 To adopt an amendment to rule I56 whereby the 
members of rhc Advisory Committee would scrvc for a period of 
three years corresponding 10 “three calendar scars” rather than 
“three linancial years. as defined in ~hc Fin;n&l Regulations of 
the Uni1L.I Nations”: 

(6) To anlend rule I S7 IO take into account. irrrc~ n/kc. the 
biennial presentation of the budcct. 
37. At ‘its thirtv-third session,-the General Assembly. bv rcso- 

Man 33: I2 of 3 Noi,cmbcr 197X. adonrcd an amendmcnl IO rule 169 
whereby the mcmbcrs of !hc Commit& on Contributions would serve 
for a period of three years corrcspondinp to “three calendar years” 
rather than “three financial years. as dclincd in the Financial Regula- 
tions of the United Nations”. 

38. At the same sc,sion. the Gcncral Assembly, by resolution 
331’138 of I9 December 1978. decided to incrensc the numhcr of 
Vice-Presidents of the Assembly from I7 to 21 and adopted consc- 
quential amcndmcnts I(> rules 3 I and 3X. In an m m  IO the resolution. 
which replaced the annex IO resolution 1990 (XVIII).:‘” the General 

I Assembly approved the pattern according to which the President of 
the Assembly. the ?I Vice-Presidents of the Assembly and the 7 Chair- 
men of the klain Committees should he clccrcd; the.text of that annex 
is reproduced in a foot-note to rule 3 I. 

39. At its thirtyfourth session, the Oeneral Assembly, b decision 
34/401 of 21 September, 25 October, 29 November and 12 he cember 
1979, ado ted 

I 

J 
~~~~ 8r8 n 

a number of provisions concerning the rationalizntion of 
ures and organizatlon of the Assembly. Sections I to V of the 

, rodwxd In mn8x VI, 
I 40, At ta thlrty&th sesston, the General Assembly, by resoiu- P 

tions 35/2 19 A and B of I7 Dcccmbcr 1980. dccidcd to include Arnhic 
among the ofkial and working languages of the subsidiary organs of the 
Assembly. no later than 1 January 1982, and ndoptcd conscqucntial 
amcndmcnts to rules 5 1. 52. 54 :md 56. 

41. The prcscnt rcviscd cdilion of the rules of proccdurc cm- 
hodics all rhc ;IIIICII~IIICIIIS adoptctl 11) lhc (icnc*r;ll A:~w1111~1! ~1) 111 ;II~LI 

I including its thirty-fifth session. 

:Ik See iht~oduction. para, 22. 
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42. The previous versions of the rules of procedure and of the 
Rmendments and corrigenda thereto have been issued under the follow- 
ing symbols: 

Dccsmbcr 1947 
June 1948 . . . ..I 
January 1950 . 
January 1951 .~~ 
July 1954 , . . . . 
March 1956 ...I 
September 1957 . 
January 1958 . . . 

February 1961 ...................... 
February 1962 ...................... 

June 1964 .......................... 
March 1966 ........................ 
January 1968 ....................... 
April 1969 .......................... 
July 1970 ........................... 
May 1972.. 

........... November 1973 
February 1974 .................... ; 
January 1977 ..................... 
March 1978 ...................... 
March 1979 ...................... 

A/S20 
A/520/Corr.l (French only) 
A/StO/Rev. 1 
A/S20/Rev.2 
A/S20/Rcv.3 
A/520/Rav.4 
A/SZOIRev.S (formerly A/3660) 
A/S2O/Rev.S/Corr.l (tormerly A/ 

3660Eorr.l) 
AI520IRcv.6 (formerly A/4700) 
A/S201Rev.6/Corr.l (formerly A/ 

47oo/corr.I) 
AISZOIRev.7 
A/S20/Rev.8 
AIS20IRev.9 
A/S2O/Rev.9/Corr.l 
A/520/Rcv.10 
A/52O/Rev. I I 
A/SZO/Rev.l I/Amend.1 
A/S?O/Rev.l? 
A/SZO/Rev.l?/Amend.l 
A/S?O/Rev.lZ/Amcnd.Z 
A/S20/Rev. 13 

prcs 
pro 
whi 
due 

rule 
cotr March 1982 
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shal 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

Rules 49, 82, 83, 85, 144, 146 and 161, which reproduce textually 
provisions of the Charter, are printed in bold type and are, in addition, 
provided with a foot-note. A foot-note has also been added to other rules 
which, while based directly on 
duce those provisions textually. 

provisions of the Charter, do not repro- 

Figures indicated between square brackets in sections dealing with 
rules for plenary meetings refer to identical or corresponding rules ftir 
committee meetings, and vice versa. 

Attention is drawn to rule 162, which provides that the italicized 
headings of the rules, which were inserted for reference purposes only, 
shall be disregarded in the interpretation of the rules. 
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RULES OF PROCEDURE 
I. SESSIONS 

Opening date 
RBOULARSBSS~ONS 

Rule 1’ 

The General Assembly shall meet every year in regular session 
commencing on the third Tuesday in September. 

Closing date 
Rule 2s 

On the recommendation of the General Committee, the General 
Assembly shall, at the beginning of each session, fix a closing date for 
the session. 

Place of meeting 
Rule 3 

The General Assembly shah meet at the Headqunrtcrs of the United 
Nations unless convened elsewhere in pursuance of a decision taken at a 
previous session or at the request of a majority of the Members of the 
United Nations. 

Rule 4 

An Member of the United Nations may, at least one hundred and 
twenty d ays before the date fixed for the opening of a regular session, 
request that the session be held elsewhere than at the Headquarters of 
the United Nations. The Secretary-General shrill immediately com- 
municate the request, together with his recommendations, to the other 
Members of the Unned Nations. If within thirty days of the date of 
this communication a majority of the Members concu: in the request, 
the session shall be held accordingly. 

Notification of session 

The Sccretarj’-General shall notify tbc Members of the United 
Nations, at least sixty days in advance, of the opening of a rcguhar 
sessiou. 

1 Rule based directly on a provision of tbc Chnttcr (Art. 20). 
z See intrcducliou, poraa. 7 nnd 14; see nlro nnncx V, purn. 4. 

. 
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The General Assembly may decide at any session to adjourn tem- 
porarily and rosumo its meotlngs at R later date. 

&‘SClAL SESSIONS 

Summoning by rlre Generul Assembly 
Rule 7’ 

l’hc General Assembly may fix a date for a special session. 

Summotaing 01 he request of rhe Securlly Council or Members 
Rule 8‘ 

(u) Special sessions of the Gcncral Assembly shall be convened 
within tiftcen days of the receipt by the Secretary-General of a re 
for such a session from the Security Council or from a 
Members of the United Nations or of the concurrence 
Members as provided in rule 9. 

(b) Emergency special sessions pursuant to General Assembly 
resolution 377 A (V) shall be convened within twenty-four hours of 
the receipt bv the Secretary-General of a recluest for such a session 
from the’deckity Council, -on the vote of any nine members thereof, 
or of a re uest from a majority of the Members of the United Nations 
expressed % y vote in the Interim Committee or otherwise, or of the 
concurrence of a majority of Members as provided in rule 9. 

Request by Members 
Rule Y 

(a) Any Member of the United Nations may request the Secretary- 
General to convene a special session of the General Assembly. The 
Secretary-General shall immediately inform the other Members of the 
request and inquire whether they concur in it. If within thirty days of 
the date of the communication of the Secretary-General a majority of 
the Members concur in the request, a special session of the General 
Assembly shall be convened in accordance with rule 8. 

(h) This rule shall apply also to a request by any Member of the 
Unilcd Nations for an cmergcncy special session pursuant to resolution 
377 A (V). IH such a case, the Secretary-General shall communicate 
with the other Mcmbcrs by the most expeditious means of communica- 
tion available. 

3 Rule based directly on ~1 provision of lhc Charter (Art. 20). 
4 See inlroduction, pars. 9 nod 23. 
6 See introduction, pnra. 9. 
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Tho Secretary-Gonoral shall notify tho Members of tho United 
Nations, at least fourteen days in advance, of the opening of a special 
session convened at the request of the Security Council, and at least 
ton days in advance in the case of a session convcncd at the request of 
a majority of the Members or upon the concurrence of a majority in the 
request of any Member. In the case of nn emergency special session 
convoncd pursuant to rule 8 (b), the Secretary-General shah notify 
Members at least twelve hours before the opening of the session. 

REOULAR AND SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Notiflcarlon to other bodles 
Rule Xl 

Copies of tho notice convening each session of the General Assem- 
bly shall be addressed to aii other princi al organs of the United Nations 
and to the speciaiixed agencies referre 8 
of tho Charter. 

to in Article 57, paragraph 2, 

Provisional agenda 

11. AGENDA 
%3OULAR SESSIONS 

Rldo 12 

Tho provisional agenda for a regular session shall be drawn up 
b tho Secretary-General and communicated to the Members of the 
I! nitod Nations at least sixty days before the opening of the session. 

Rule 12 

Tbo provisional agenda of I regular session shah include: 
(a) Tbo report of the Secretary-General on tho work of the 

Organixation; 
(b) Reports from the Security Council, the Economic and Social 

,Council, tho Trusteeship Council, the International Court of Justice, 
the subsidiary organs of the General Assembly and the specialized 
agencies (whoro such reports are called for under agreements entered 
into) ; 

(c) Ail items the inclusion of which has been ordered by the 
General Asscmbiy at a previous session; 

(d) All items proposed by the other principal organs of the United 
Nations; 

(e) Ail items proposed by any Member of the United Nations$ 

1 Saa aauox V, pnra, 18. 
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(1) All items pertaining to the budget for the next flrumcial year 
and the report on the accounts for the last financial year; 

(8) All items which the Secretary-General deems it necessary to 
put before the General Assembly; 

(h) Ali items proposed under Article 35, paragraph 2, of the 
Charter by States not Members of the United Nations. 

Supplernenhary items 
Rule 14 

Any Member or principal organ of the United Nations or the 
Secretary-General may, at least thirty days before the date fixed for 
the opening of a regular session, request the inclusion of supplementary 
items in the agenda.” Such items shall be placed on a supplementary 
list, which shall be communicated to Members at least twenty days 
before the opening of the session. 

Addirlonal &ems 
Rule 151 

Additional items of an important and urgent character, proposed 
for inclusion in the agenda less than thirty days before the opening of 
a regular session or during a regular session, may be placed on the 
agenda if the General Assembly so decides by a majority of the mem- 
bers present and voting, No additional item may, unless the General 
Assembly decides otherwise by a twc+thirds majority of the members 
present and voting, be considered until seven days have elapsed since 
It was placed on the a 
the question 

enda and until a committee has reported upon 
concerne % . 

SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Provisional agenda 
Rule 16’ 

The provisional a uest 
of the SecurJty C!ounc & 

enda of a special session convened at the re 
shall be communicated to the Members o 8, rhe 

United Nations at least fourteen days before the opening of the session. 
The provisional agenda of a special session convened at the request of a 
majority of the Members, or upon the concurrence of a majority in the 
request of any Member, shall be communicated at least ten days before 
the opening of the session. The provisional agenda of an emergency 
special session shall be communicated to Members simultaneously with 
the communication convening the session. 
--___ 

7 Set? iulroduction, pm.% 7 and 25; see also nnncx V, pnras. 18 and 24. 
*See introduction, para. 9. 
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Rule 17 

The provisional agenda for a special session shall consist only of 
those items proposed for consideration in the request for the holding 
of the session. 

Supplementary items 
Rule 18 

Any Member or principal organ of the United Nations or the 
Secretary-Gcncral may, at least four days bcforc the date fixed for the 
opening of a special session, request the inclusion of supplementary 
items in the agenda. Such items shall be placed on a supplementary list, 
which shall be communicated to Members as soon as possible. 

Additional items 
Rule 198 

During a special session, items on the supplementary list and addi- 
tional items may be added to the agenda by a two-thirds majority of the 
members present and voting. During an cmcrgcncy special session, addi- 
tional items concerning the matters dealt with In resolution 377 A (V) 
may be added to the agenda by a two-thirds majority of the members 
present and voting. 

RECWLAR AND SPECIAL SESSIONS 

Explanatory memorandum 
Rule 20B 

Any item proposed for inclusion in the agenda shall be accom- 
panied by an ex lanatory memorandum and, if possible, by basic docu- 
ments or by a raft resolution. (P 

Adoption of the agenda 
Rule 21“’ 

At each session the provisional agenda and the su 
to ether with the report of the General Committee 

plementary list, 

t 
t Ii ereon, shall be 

su mitted to the General Assembly for approval as soon as possible 
after the opening of the session. 

Amendment and deletion of itenls 
Rub 22” 

Items on the agenda may bc amended or dclcted by the General 
Assembly by a majority of the members present and voting, 
-- 

o See introduclion, para. 7; see dso nnncx V, pam. 18. 
“‘So BIIUCX V, pnras. 19-23. 
I1 bc introduction, par*. 7. 
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Debate on inclusion of items 
Hulc 23” 

Debate on the inclusion of an item in the agenda, when that item 
has been recommended for inclusion by the General Committee, shag 
be limited to three speakers in favour of, and three against, the inclusion. 
The President may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this 
rule. 

Modification of the allocation of expenses 
Rule 24 

No proposal for a modification of the allocation of expenses for the 
time being in force shall be placed on the agenda unless it has been 
communicated to the Members of the United Nations at least ninety 
days before the opening of the session. 

Composition 
III. DELEGATIONS 

Rule 25” 

The delegation of a Member shall consist of not more than five 
representatives and five alternate representatives and as many advisers, 
technical advisers, experts and persons of similar status as may be 
required by the delegatinn. 

Alterrules 
Rule 26 

An alternate representative may act as a representative upon desig- 
nation by the chairman of the delegation. 

1V. CREDENTIALS 
Submission of credentials 

Rule 27 

The credentials of representatives and the names of members of a 
delegation shall be submitted to the Secretary-General if possible not 
less than one week before the o 
shall be issued .either by the Hea B 

ening of the session. The credentials 

Minister for Foreign Affairs. 
of the State or Government or by the 

Credentials Committee 
Rule 28 

A Credentials Cr\mmittee shall be appointed at the beginning of 
each session. It shall consist of nine members, who shall be appointed 

‘2 Rub based directly on a provision of the Charter (Art. 9, porn. 2). SC 
annex V, para. 44. 
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by tho General Assembly on the proposal of the President. The Com- 
mittoo shall elect its own of&or& It shall axamino the credentials of 
representatives and report without delay, 

Provisional admission to a session 
Rule 29 

Any representative to whose admission a Member has made ob- 
jection shall be seated provisionally with the same rights as other 
representatives until the Credentials Committee has reported and the 
aeneral Assembly has given its decision, 

V. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS 
Temporary President 

Rule 30 

At the opening of each session of the General Assembly, the 
chairman of that dele ation from which the President of the revious 
session was elected s all % preside until the Assembly has e ected a P 
President for the session. 

Elections 
Rule 31” 

The General Assembly shall elect a President and twenty-one Vice- 
Presidents.14 who shall hold office until the close of the session at which 

1:’ See introduction, paras. 17, 18, 22 and 38. 
1’111 the annex to resolution 331138 of 19 December 1978, the Gcnerol 

Assembly decided as follows: 
“1. In the election of the President of the General Assembly, regard 

shall be had for equi!ablc geographical rotation of this oflco among the 
regions mentioned in pare 

“2. The twenty-one Ice-Presidents of the Gcncral Assembl $* 
raph 4 below. 

shall bc 
elected according to the following pattern. subject to paragraph 3 6 elow: 

“(n) Six representatives from African States; 
“(b) Five representatives from Asian States; 
“(c) One representative from an Eastorn European Slate; 
“(d) Three representatives from Latin American States: 
*‘(P) Two representatkos from Western European or other States: , 
“(1) p;;n;presentatives from the permanent members of tho Socurlty 

“3. The elect/on of the President of the General Assembly will, how- 
cvcr, hnve the effect of reducing by one the number of vice-presidencies 
ailocaled IO 111e region from which ~hc President is elected. 

“4. The seven Chnirmcn of the Mnin Committees shrill be clccted 
according to the following paticrn: 

“(fo Two remxxenlativcs from African Skates: 

, 

“(c/j One re\xesenlalivc from n Latin Anicricaii Stnlc; 
“(~a) One repre5enlntivc from n Western I:uropcan or other Slele: 
“(I) The scvcnlh chnirmanahip bhall rolalc every allcrnale year iunollg 

rcpresctili~livcs 3f Slalcs mcmioncd in Sllk~lill.~l~I.iI~~~lS (11) alltl (d) 

;lbOVC.” 
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thoy are clcctcd.16 Tho VicePresidcnts shall bo el%tod, after the electIon 
of tho Chairmen of the scvcn Muin Committees referred to in rule 98, 
in such a way as to cnsuro tho rcprcscntativo chaructor of the Goncral 
Coniniittcc. 

Acting President 
Hula 32 [ 1051 

If the President iinds it necessary to be absent during a meeting 
or au 
his r 

part &roof, ho shull designate one of the Vice-Presidents to take 
p ace 

Huh 33 [ lOS] 

A VicePrcsident acting as President shall have the snmc powers 
and duties as the President. 

Rcplucenrent of tile President 
Rule 34 [ 1091 

If the President is unable to 
shall be elected for the unexpire B 

erform his functions, a new President 
term. 

General powers oj the President 
Rule 35’” [ 1061 

In addition to exercising the 
by these rules, the President shall c? 

wers conferred upon him elsewhere 
cclare the opening and closing of each 

plenary meeting of the session, direct the discussions in plenary 
meeting, ensure observance of these rules, accord the right to speak, 
put questions and announce decisions. He shall rule on 
order and, subject to these rules, shall have complete control o B 

oints of 
the pro- 

ceedings at any meeting and over the maintenance of order thereat. The 
President may, in the course of the discussion of an item, propose to the 
General Assembly the limitation of the time to be allowed to speakers, 
the limitation of the number of times euch representative may speak, 
the closure of the list of speakers or the closure of the debate. He may 
also propose the sus 
adjournment of. the B 

ension or the adjournment of the meeting or the 
ebate on the item under discussion. 

Rnle 36’8 [ 1071 

The President, in mc cxerciso of his functions, remains under the 
authority of tlic General Assembly. 

16 Itulc bnscd directly on u yrovlsion of the Chnrlcr (Art. 21, second 
scImlcc). 

leSco inlroduclion, yarn. 7; SC0 also annex 1, yarn. 39, nnn~x IV, pnru. (g), 
nnncx V, pnrw 39 and 67, nntl mmex VI, para. 3. 
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The President shall NOI vote 
Rule 37 [ 1041 

The President, or a Vice-President acting as Prcsidcnt, shall not 
vote but shall dcsignatc another mcmbcr of his delegation to vote in his 
place, 

VI. GENERAL COMMITTEE 

Cornposilion 
Rule 38’7 

The Gcncral Commit\cc shall comprise the President of the 
General Assembly, who shall preside, the twenty-one Vice-Presidents 
and the Chairmen of the seven Main Committees. No two members of 
ihe General Committee shall be members of the same delegation, and 
it shall be so constituted as to ensure its representative character. 
Chairtncn of other committees upon which all Members have the 
right IO bc represented and which are established by the General 
Assembly to meet during the session shall be entitled to attend meetings 
of the Gcne:;ll Committee and may participate without vote in the 
discussions. 
Substitute tnetnbers 

Rule 3!P 

If a Vice-President of the General Assembly 5nds it necessary to be 
absent during a meeting of the General Committee, he may designate 
a member of his delegation to take his place. The Chairman of a Main 
Committee shall, in case of absence, designate one of the Vice-Chairmen 
of the Committee. to take his place, A Vice-Chairman shall not have the 
right to vote if he is of the same delegation as another member of the 
General Committee. 

Functions 
Rule 4W 

The General Committee shall, at the beginning of each session, 
consider the provisional agenda, together with the sup 
qnd shall make rccommcndations to the Generni Assem & 

lementary list, 
ly, with regard 

to each item proposed, concerning its inclusion in the a enda, 
rejection of the request for inclusion or the inclusion of t a 

the 
e item in 

the provisional agenda of a future session. It shrill, in the same manner, 
examine requests for the inclusion of additional items in the agenda 
and &all make recommendations thcrcon to the General Assembly. 
In considering matters relating to the agenda of the Gcncral Assembly, 

-‘1;Seeilltrorluction, paras. 7, 15, 17, 18. 22 nntl 38. 
1aSeC iMulucliotl. parns. 15, 17 rind 30: we Ills0 nllncx V. pilril. 10. 
“I Se ililroduciion, ynrfl. 7; see nlso nluiex lV, pam. (I), nnncx V, pilrns. 1 l-14, 

~llld nilncx VI, pun. 1. 
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the General Committee shall not discuss the substance of any item 
except in so far as this bears upon the question whether the General 
Committee should recommend the inclusion of the item in the agenda, 
the rejection of the request for inclusion or the inclusion of the item 
in the provisional agenda of a future session, and what priority should 
be accorded to an item the inclusion of which has been recommended. 

Rule 411° 

The General Committee shah make recommendations to the Gen- 
eral Assembly concerning the closing date of the session. It shah assist 
the President and the General Assembly in drawing up the agenda for 
each plenary meeting, in determining the priority of its items and in 
co-ordinating the proceedings of alI committees of the Assembly. It shall 
assist the President in the general conduct of the work of the General 
Assembly which falls within the dompetence of the President. It shall 
not, however, decide any political question. 

Rule 42” 

The General Committee shall meet periodically throughout each 
session to review the progress of tho General Assembly and its com- 
mittees and to make recommendations for furthering such progress. 
It shah also meet at such other times as the President deems neces- 
sary or upon the request of any other of its members. 

Partlclpution by members requesting the inclusion of items in the agenda 
Rule 43 

A member of the General Assembly which has no re resontativo 
on the General Committee and which has requested the inc usion of an P* 
item in the agenda shall be entitled to attend any meeting of the General 
Committee at which its request is discussed and may participate, without 
voto, in the discussion of that item. 

Revidon of the form of resolutions 
Rule 44 

The General Committee may revise the resolutions adopted by 
the General Assembly, changing their form but not their substance. 
Any such changes shall be reported to the Geueral Assembly for its 
consideration. 

20% Introduction, para. 7; sot aleo annox I, pars 20, annex IV, para. U), 
annex V, prims. 13 and 14, and annex VI, pora. 2. 

10 

Y 

Dl 

of 
nli 
mc 

by 
Wl 

Dl 

SU 

the 
to 
oP 

Nl 

CC 
m 
se’ 
611 
tl1 
in 
- 



h l- 5. l- 
‘a 

‘0 

s 
rt 

iY 

6 

1, 

VII. SECRETARIAT 

Duties of the Secretary-General 
Rule 45 

The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity in all meetings 
of the General Assembly,2’ its committees and its subcommittees. He 
may designate a member of the Secretariat to act in his place at these 
meetings. 

Rule 46 

The Secretary-General shall provide and direct the staff required 
by the General Assembly and any committees or subsidiary organs 
which it may establish. 

Duties of the Secretariat 
Rule 47 

The Secretariat shall receive, translate, print and distribu!e docu- 
ments, reports and resolutions of the General Assembly, its commit- 
tees and its orgaus;z2 interpret speeches made at the meetings; prepare, 
print and circulate the records of the session;23 have the custody and 
proper preservation of the documents in the archives of the General 
Assembly; distribute all documents of the Assembly to the Members of 
the United Nations, and, generolly, perform all c.:ler work which the 
Assembly may require. 

Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organtzation 
Rule 48 

The Secretary-General shall make an annual report, and such 
supplementary reports as are required, to the General Assembly on 
the work of the Organization.P1 He shall communicate the annual report 
to the Members of the United Nations at least forty-five days before the 
opening of the session. 

Notification under Article 12 of the Charter 
Rule 4P 

The Sccretar -General, 
Council, &all noti P 

with the consent of the Sccnritp 
y  the General Assembly at each session of any 

matter.3 relative to the maintenauce of iuleruatiounl peace and 
eecurity which are heiog dealt with ty the Security Couucil, and 
eha~ eimilarly notify the Gener.31 Aesemkdy, or the Member8 of 
the United Natioue if the Generd Aseembly is not iu session, 
immediately the Security Council cease8 to deal with euch matters. 

, 

*I Rule based dircctlv on II provision of the Charter (Art. 98). 
21 See annex V, prim. 107, and annex VI, earns. 25, 26 and 28.30. 
sa SCE annex V, porn. 108. 
21 Rule rcpmlucing textually a provision of he Cbartor (Art. 12, pm. 2). 
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Regulations concerning the Secretariat 

Rule SW 

The General Assembly shall establish regulations concerning the 
statI of the Sccretariat.P8 

VIII. LANGUAGES 

Oficial and working languages 

Huh 512’ 

Arubic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall bc 
both the ollicial and thr: working languages of t+c Gcncral Assembly, its 
committees and its subcommittees. 

Interpretation 
Rule 52” 

Speeches made in any of the six Ian uagcs of the General As- 
sembly shall bc intcrprctcd into the other five [i anguagcs. 

Rule 531’ 

Any representative may make a speech in a language other than 
the languages of the General Assembl 

r 
In this case, he shall himself 

provide for interpretation into one o the languages of the General 
Assembly or of the committee concerned. Interpretation into the other 
languages of the General Assembly or of the committee concerned by 
the interpreters of the Secretariat may be based on the interpretation 
given in the first such language. 

Languages of verbatim and summary records 

Rule 54”’ 

Verbatim or summary records shall be drawn up as soon as possible 
in the latlguagcs of the Gcncral Assembly. 
---- 

26 Idle basctl directly on n provision of the Charter (Art. 101, para. 1). 
20 Por the SKIIT Rcgulatious of the United Nnlions, m S?‘/SGD/Slaff Rep 

1~lions/Rev.7 rind Rev.7/Amend.l-3. 
27 See it>‘-xiuciiorl, pms. 5, 27, 28, 34 rmd 40. 

Languages of the J( 

During the ses 
United Nations shal 

Languages of resolu 

All resolutions 
languages of the Gen 

Publicutions in lan 
Assembly 

Documents of 
committees shall, i 
language other than 
concerned. 

Records and sound t-4 

(a) Verbatim r 
of the Political and 
drawn up by the Sect 
by the presiding offi 
form of the records ( 
if any, of the subsidi 
No organ of the Gel 
mary records. 

(b) Sound recc 
of the Main Commit 
iigs shall also be ma 
cial meetings and co 

Resolutions 

Resolutions adc 
cated by the Secreta 
within fifteen days a 

2B See inlroduclion 
peril. 27. 
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Languages of file Journal of the United Nations 
Rule 5s’: 

During the sessions of the General Assembly; the Jolrrnal of the 
Unifed Nations shall be published in the languages of the Assembly. 

Languages of resolutions nnd other documents 

Rule 56” 

All resolutions and 0th~ documents shall be published in the 
languages of the Genernl Assembly, 

Publicutions in languages other rhan rhe languages of the General 
Assembly 

Rule 572’ 

Documents of the General Assembly, its committees and its sub- 
committees shall, if the Assembly so decides, bc pLblished in any 
language other than the languages of the Assembly or of the committee 
concerned. 

IX. RECORDS 

Records and sound recordings of tnesfings 
Rule 58”” 

(a) Verbatim records of the meetings of the General Assembly and 
of the Political and Security Committee (First Committee) shall be 
drawn up by the Secretariat and submitted to those organs after approval 
by the presiding officer. The Gcncral Assembly shall decide upon the 
form of the records of the meetings of the other Main Committees and, 
if any, of the subsidiary organs and of special meetings and conferences. 
No organ of the General Assembly shall have both verbatim and sum- 
mary records. 

(b) Sound recordings of the meetings of the General Assembly and 
of the Main Committees shall bc mndc by the Sccrctariat. Such record- 
i&s shall also be made of the proceedings of subsidiary organs and spe- 
cial meetings and conferences when they so decide. 

Resolutions 
Rule 59 

Resolutions adopted by the Gcncral Assembly shall be communi- 
catcd by the Secretary-Gcnaral to the Members of the United Nations 
within fifteen days after the close of the session. 

28Sco hlrotluctiou, pm. 30; see nlso nuuex V. pnrn. 108, and ntmx VI, 
pm. 27. 
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X. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY, I’13 COMMITI’EES AND 1’1’s SUBCOMMITI’EES 

General principles 
Rule 60 

The meetings of the Gcncral Assembly and its Main Committcci 
shall be held in pt.blic unless the organ concerned decides that cxccp 
tional circumstances rcquirc that the meeting be held in privato, Meetings 
of other committees and subcommittees shall also bc held in public 
unless the organ concerned decides otherwise. 

Rule 61 

All decisions of the General Assembly taken at a private meeting 
shall be announced at an early public meeting of the Assembly. At the 
close of each private mcetin 
and subcommIttees, the Ch Jr 

of the Main Committees, other committees 

Sccrctary-General, 
man may issue a comnwiqud through the 

XI. MINUTE OF SILENT PRAYER OR MEDITATION 

lnvltation to silent prayer or meditation 
RuIo 62”O 

Immedk~tcly after the opening of the first 
immediately preceding the closing of the final 
session of the General Assembly, the President sh 
jentatives to observe one minute of silence dedicated to prayer or 
meditation. 

XII. PLENARY MEETINGS 

CONDUCTOPBUSlNESS 

Emergency special sessions 
Rule 63’0 

Notwithstanding the provisions of any other rule and unless the 
General Assembly decides otherwise,, the Assembly, in case of an emer- 

%- 
envy special session, shall convene m plenary meeting only and proceed 
ire&y to consider the item pro oscd for consideration in the request 

for the holding of the session, wit lout previous rcfcrencc to the Gcncral 3 
Committee or to any tither committee; the President and Vice-Presidents 
for such cmcrgcncy special sessions shall be, rcspcctively, the chnirmcn 
of those delegations from which were elcctcd the President and Vice- 
Prcsidcnts of the previous session. 

20 See inbmluc~ion, pnra. 7. 
a0 See irmoducticn, pm. 9. 
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Report of rhe Secremy-Generd 
Rule 64 

Proposals to tefor any portion of the rcporr of the !&rotary-General 
to one of the Main Commlttecs without dcbate shall be decided upon 
by the General Assembly without previous rcfercncc to the GencrPl 
Committee. 

Reference 10 cotnmifrees 
Rule 65 

The General Assembly shall not, unless it decides otherwise, make 
a fInal do&ion upon any itcm on the agenda until it has rcccived the 
report of a committee on that item. 

Discussion of reports of Main CotnttMees 
Rule 6G*’ 

Discussion of a report of a Main Committee in a plenary meeting 
of the General Assembly shall take place if at least one third of the 
members present and voting at the plenary meeting consider such a 
discussion to be necessary. Any proposal to this effect shall not be 
dcbated but shall bc immediately put to the vote. 

Rule 6732 [ 1081 

The President may declare a meeting open and permit the debate to 
proceed when at least one third of tho members of the Gcncral Assembly 
are present. The presence of a majority of the members shall be required 
for any decision to be taken, 

Speeches 
Rule 683” [ 1091 

No representative may address the General Assembly without hav- 
inn oreviouslv obtained the aermisaion of the President. The President 
shai call up& speakcrs in ihe order in which they 
to speak. Tho President may call a speaker to order 
not rclcvant to the subject under discussion. 

Precedence 
Rule 69 [ill] 

‘I110 Chairmau and the Rapportour of a committee may bc accorded 
prccedenco for the pu~posc of explaining the conclusions arrived at by 
their committee. 

31 SW inmoduclion. pnrn. 7: see also nmC% VI, pwrh 15. 
“2.Scc inlrotluclion, parn. 30; set also mcx IV, paril. (6) (i), and annex V. 

pnrn. 67. 



Stacemerlts by tile Secretariat 
Rule 70 [ 1121 

The Secretary-General, or a member of the Secretariat designated 
by him as his rcprcscntativc, may at any time make either oral or writ- 
ten statements to the General Assembly concerning any question undc! 
consideration by it. 

Points of order 
Rule 71”’ [ 1131 

During the discussion of any matter, a rcprcscntativc may rise to 
a point of order, and the point of order shall be immcdiatcly decided 
by the Prcsidcnt in accold;mcc with the rules of procedure. A repre- 
scntative may appeal against the ruling of the Prcsidcnt. ‘I’he appeal 
shall be immediately put to the vote, and the President’s ruling shall 
stand unless overruled by a majority of the mcmbcrs prcscnt :md voting. 
A representative rising to a point of order may not speak cn the sub- 
stance of the matter under discussion. 

Time-limit cm speeches 
Rule 72sfi [ 1141 

The General Assembly may limit the time to be allowed to each 
speaker and the mrmbcr of times each representative may speak on any 
question. Before a decision is taken, two rcprcscntativcs may speak in 
favour of, and two against, ;I proposal to set such limits, When the 
debate is limited and a rcprescntativc cxcceds his allotted time, the 
President shall call him to order without delay. 

Closing of 1is1 of speakers, rigllf of reply 
Rulr 733” [ 1151 

Durin 
‘;; 

the course of a debate, the Prcsidcnt may announce the 
list of spca crs and, with the consent of the General Assembly, declare 
the list closed. Hc may, howcvcr, accord the right of reply to any mem- 
ber if a speech delivered after he has declared the list closed makes this 
desirable. 

Adjournment df debate 
Rule 74’ [ 1161 

During the discussion of any matter, a rcprcscntativc may move 
the adjournment of the dcbotc on the item under discussion. In nddition 
to the proposer of the motion, two representatives may speak in favour 

of, and two ag, 
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of, and two against, the motion, after which the motion shall be immedi- 
ately put to the vote. The Prcsidcnt may limit the time to he allowed 
to speakers under this rule. 

C’losrtre of debate 
Rule 75” [ 1171 

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate 
on the item under discussion, whcthcr or not any other rcprcscntative 
has signified his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of 
the debate shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure, 
nftcr which the motion shall be immediately put to the vote. If the 
Gcncral Assembly is in favour of the closure, the Prcsidcnt shall declare 
the closure of the dcbutc. The Prcsidcnt may limit the time to bc allowed 
to speakers under this rule. 

During the discussion of any mottcr, a rcprcscntativc may move the 
suspension or the udjournrncnt of the meeting. Such motions shall not 
be dctx~cd but shall bc immcdiatcly put to the vats. The President may 
limit the time to bc allowed to the speaker moving the suspension or 
atljournmcnt of the meeting. 

Order oj pr~occ~tlrtrcll muliom 

Huh! 77 [ 1191 

Subject to rule 71, the motions indica~cd below shall hnvc prc- 
cedcnce in the following order over all other proposals or motions before 
the meeting: 

(~1) To suspend the meeting; 
(b) To adjourn the meeting; 
(c) To adjourn the debate cn the item under discussion; 
(d) To close the debate on the item under discussion. 

Prpposals a,td amendments 

Rule 78:‘” [ 1201 

Proposals and amendments shall normally bc submitted iu writing 
to the Sccretnry-Gcllcr;lI, who shrill circulate topics to rhc dzlcgations. 
AS a goncral rule, no proposal shidl bc discussed or put to the vote at 
any nxcting of the Gcncral Asscn~l~ly unless topics of it have been 
circuhltcd to all dclcgations not later than the day prcccding the meeting. 
The President may. however, permit the discussion and consideration of 
amcndmcnts, or of motions as to proccdurc, cvcn though such amend- 
----_ 

:I* SW ;Il,,,cx v, p;,ras. 87 and 88. 
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merits and motions have not been circulated or have only bean circu- 
lated the same day. 

Decisions on competence 
Rule 793’ [121] 

Subject to rule 77, any motion calliig for a decision on the compe- 
tence of the General Assembly to adopt a proposal submitted to it shall 
be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the proposal in question. 

Withdrawal of motions 
Rule 80 [ 1221 

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before 
voting on it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been 
zzerd, A motion thus withdrawn may be reintroduced by any 

Reconsideralion of proposals 
Rule 81’ [ 1231 

When a proposal has been adopted or re’ected, it may not be ro- 
considered at the same session unless the ti eneral Assembl by a 
two-thirds majority of the members present and voting, so decl OS. Per- d 
mission to speak on a motion to reconsider shaLl be accorded only to 
two spenkors opposing the motion, after which it shall be immediately 
put to the vote. 

VOTING 
Voting rights 

Rule 82se [ 1241 

Each member of the General Assembly shall have one vote. 

Two-thirds malorlry 
Rule 8ase 

Decirionr of the General Aeuembiy on important quertionr 
shall be made by a two-third8 majority of the members prerent 
and voting. Thew quertionr ohall includes recommendationr with 
rerpect to thi! maintenance of international peace and security, 
the election of the non-permanent members of the Security 
Council, the election of the members of the Economic rind 
Social Council, tbo, electiou of members of tbc Trustecsbip 
Couucil in accordance with paragraph 1 c of Article 86 of the 
Charter, tbo admiseiou of uew Members to the Uuited Nehls, 

the suepeneiou of the rights and privileges of membership, the 

3s Rules 82, 83 and 85 reproduce the the paragraphs of Arliclc 18 of the 
Charlcr. 
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expuleion of Members, questions relating to the operation of 
the trusteeebip ryetern, and hudgetary queetione. 

Rule 84”O 

Decisions of the General Assembly on amendments to proposals 
relating to important questions, and on parts of such pro OS& put to 
the vote separately, shall be made by a two-thirds ma ority of the 
members present and voting. 

P 

Simple majority 

Hula 8W’ [ 1251 

Decisiona of the General Assembly on questions other than 
those provided for in rule 83, in&din the determination of 
additional categorlee of ucstions to be f  
ma nrity, shall be made II 

ecided by a two4iirds 

d 
y  a majority of the members present 

an voting. 

Meaning of rlw phrase ‘members present and tioting” 

Rule 86 [ 1261 

For the purposes of these Tules, the phrase “members present and 
voting” means members casting an a&native or negative vote. Mem- 
bers which abstain from voting are considered ns not voting. 

Method of voting 
Rule 87” [ 1271 

(a) The General Assembly shall normally vote by show of hands 
or by standing, but any representative ma 
roll-call shall be taken in the English alpha g 

request a roll-call, The 
edcal order of the names 

of the members, beginning with the member whose name is drawn 
by lot by the President. The nnme of each member shall be called in 
an roll-call, and one of its representatives shall rep1 “yes”, “no” or 
“a i: stention”. The result of the voting shall be inserte B in the record in 
the English alphabetical order of the names of the members. 

6 (6) When the General Assembly vote.9 by mechanical meaos a 
non-recorded vote shall re 
and a recorded vote shal P 

lace a vote by show of hands or by standing 
replace a roll-call vote. Any representative 

may request a recorded vote. In the case of a recorded vote, the 
Gcncral Assembly shall, unless a representative requests otherwise, 
dispense with the procedure of calling out the names of the nl,mbcrs; 
nevcrthclcss, the result of the voting shall be imertcd in the record 
in the same manner as that of a roll-call vote. 
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Conduct during voting 
Rule 88’” [X88] 

After the President has announced the beginnLag of votin 110 
% representative shall interrupt the voting except on a point of or er in 

connexion with the actual conduct of the voting. The President may 
permit members to ex lain their votes, either before or after the votin 
except when the vote s taken by secret ballot. The President may llm t P f 
the time to be allowed for such explanations, The President shall not 
permit the proposer of a proposal or of an amendment to explain hls 
vote on his own proposal or amendment. 

Division of proposals and amendments 
Rule 8943 [ 1291 

A representative may move that 
P 
arts of a Proposal or of an 

amendment should be voted on separate y, If objection is made to the 
request for division, the motion for division shall be voted upon. 
Permission to speak on the motion for division shall be given only to 
two speakers in favour and two speakers against. If the motion for 
division is carried, those parts of the proposal or of the amendment 
which arc approved shall then be put to the vote as a whole. If all 
operative parts of the proposai or of the amendment have been rejected, 
the proposal or the amendment shall be considered to have been re- 
jected as a whole. 

Voting on amendments 
Rule 90’:’ [ 1301 

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall 
bc voted on tlrst. When two or more amendments me moved to a pro- 
posal, the General Assembly shall first vote on the amendment furthest 
removed in substance from the original proposal and then on the 
amendment next furthest removed therefrom, and so on until all 
the amendments have been put to the vote. Where, however, the adop 
tion of one amendment necessarily implies the rejection of another 
amendment, the latter amendment shall not be put to the vote. If one 
or more amendments arc adopted, the amended proposal shall then be 
voted upon, A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it 
merely adds to,,deletes from or revises part of the proposal. 

Voling on proposals 
Illllf~ 91 [ I.311 

If two or more proposals relate to the same question, the General 
Assen~bly shall, ut~lcs~ it dccidcs otherwise, vote on the proposals in the 
order in which they hevc been submitted. The General Assembly may, 

-I* SW intlotluclior~. pnrn. 7; see nlso annex V, pms. 74-76, and annex VI, 
paras. 6, 7 and I I. 
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after oath vote on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next 
proposal, 

Efections 
Rule 92” [ 1031 

All clcctions shall be held by secret ballot. There shaii be no 
nominations. 

Rulu 93 [x32] 
When only one person or Member is to be elected and no candi- 

date obtains ln the first ballot the majority rcquircd, a second ballot 
shall be taken, which shall bc restricted to the two candidates obtaining 
the largest number of votes. If in the second ballot the votes are 
equally divided, and a majority is rc uired, the President shall dccidc 
between the candidates by drawing 9 ots. If u two-thirds majority is 
reouircd. the balloting shall be continued until one candidate secures 
two thirds of the vote’s cast; provided that, after the third inconclusive 
ballot, votes may be cast for any eligible person or Member. If three 
such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive, the next three ballots shrill 
be restricted to the two candidates who obtained the greatest number 
of votes in the third of the unrestricted ballots, and the following three 
ballots thereafter shall be unrestricted, and so on until a person or 
Member is elected, These provisions shall not prejudice the application 
of rules 143, 144, 146 rind 145. 

Rule 94 

When two or more elective nlaces are to be Abed at one time 
under the same conditions, those cindidates obtaining in the drst ballot 
the majority required shall be elected. If the number of candidates 
obtainln 
to be 

such majority is less than the number of persons or Members 
e ected, there shall be addltlonal ballots to RI1 the remainina f 

places, the voting being restricted to the candidates obtninlng the grcn< 
est number of votes in the previous ballot to a number not more than 
twice the places remaining to be filled; provided that, after the third 
inconclusive ballot, votes may be cast for any eli iblo person or Mcm- 
bcr. If three such unrestricted ballots are inconc usive. t the nest three 
b$ots shall bc restricted to the candidates who obtained the greatest 
number of votes in the third of the unrestricted ballots, to a number not 
more than twice the places remaining to be filled, and the following 
three ballots thereafter shall be unrestricted. and so on until all the 
places hnve bccu filled. Thcsc provisions shall not prejudice the al~pli- 
c;~fh of rules I-U, 144. I46 and 148. 

, 

If a vote is equally divided on matters other than clcctlons, u 
SCCOUI vote sMI bc takcu et a subscquctlt meeting which shall bc 

“See nmex VI, pm. 16. 
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held within forty-eight hours of the first vote; and it shall be expressly 
mentioned in the ugcnda that a second vote will be taken on the matter 
in question. If this vote also results in equality, the proposal shall be 
regarded as rejected. 

XIII. COMMITTEES 

ESTAALISHMEN~‘, OFFICERS, ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

Establishment of commirtees 
Rule 96 

The General Assembly may establish such committees as it deems 
necessary for the performance of its functions. 

Categories of su6jecrs 
Rule 97’5 

Items relating to the same category of subjects shall be referred 
to the committee or committees dealing with that category of subjects. 
Committees shall not introduce new items on their own initiative. 

Mabr Committees 
Rule 9840 

The Main Committees of the General Assembly are the following: 
(a) Political and Security Committee (including the regulation 

of armaments) (First Committee) ; 
(b) Special Political Committee; 
(c) Economic and Financial Committee (Second Committee); 
(d) Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (Third Com- 

mittee) ; 
(e) Trusteeship Committee (including Non-Self-Governing Terri- 

tories) (Fourth Committee); 
(5) Administrative and Budgetary Committee (Fifth Committee); 
(g) Legal Committee (Sixth Committee). 

Organisation of work 
Rule 99” 

(a) All the Main Committees shall, durin 
session, hold the c!cctions provided for in f 

the first week of the 
ru c 103. 

(b) Each Main Committee, taking into account the closing date 
for the session fixed by the General Assembly on the recommendation 
of the General Committee, shall adopt its own priorities and meet as 
rn?y be necessary to complete tlic consideration of the items referred 

.I5 See AI~I~CX I, ~xvns. 22 and 23, annex II, pnres. 1, 19 nnd 20, annex V, prims. 
25-28. and annex VI. prim. 4. 

a” See introduclion, paws. 17 and 30; see also annex V, palss. 29.38, 
‘r See introduchon, paws. 7, 15 aud 30; XC also annex VI, paves. 21 and 23. 
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to it. It shall at the beginning of the session adopt a programme of 
work indicating, lf possible, a target date for the conclusion of its 
work, the approximate dates of consideration of items and the number 
of meetings to be allocated to each item. 

Representation of Members 
Rule 100 

Each Member may be represented by one person on each Maln 
Committee and on any other committee that may be established upon 
which all Members have the right to be represented. It may also 
assign to these committees advisers, 
persons of similar status. 

technical advisers, experts or 

Rule 101 

Upon designation by the chairman of the delegation, advisers, 
technical advisers, experts or persons of similar status ma 
members of committees, Persons of this status shall not, i: 

act as 
owever, 

unless designated as alternate representatives, be eligible for election 
as Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen or Rapporteurs of committees or ior 
seats in the General Assembly. 

Subcommittees 
Rule 102,- 

Each committee may set up subcommiltecs. which shall elect 
their own oflcers. 

Election of ofkers 
Rule 103” [92] 

Each Main Committee shall elect a Chairman, two Vice-Chairmen 
and a Rapporteur. In the case of other committees, each shall elect a 
Chairman, one or more Vice-Chairmen and a Rapporteur. These olficers 
shall be elected on the basis of equitable geographical distribution, 
experience and ersonal competence. The elections shall be held by 
secret ballot u nr ess the committee decides otherwise in an election 
where only one candidate is standing. The nomination of each candi- 
date shall be limited to one speaker, after which the committee shall 
immediately proceed to the election. 

The Chairman of a Main Committee shall not vote 
Rule 104 [37] 

The Chairman of a Main Committee shall not vote, but anothcl 
member of his delegation may vote in his place. 

v, pnra. 66. 
“‘See introduction, pnrn. 30; see nlso rw~cx V, pams. 40 and 54-57, and 

illlllCX VI, ~ill%S. 18-20. 
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A bsencc of oficers 
Rule 1OF” [32.34] 

If the Chairman finds it necessary to be absent :Mng a meeting 
or any part thereof, he shall designate one of the Vice-Chgirmen to 
take his place. A Vice-Chairman acting as Chairman shall have the 
same powers and duties as the Chairmau. If any oticer of the commit- 
:ee is unable to perform his functions, a new officer shall be elected 
for the unexpired term. 

Functions of the Chairman 
Rule 1OG” [35] 

The Chairn-?n shall declare the opening and closing of each 
meeting of the committee, direct its discussions, ensure observance 
of these rules, accord the right to s 
Jccisions. He shall rule. on points o P 

cak, put questions and announce 
order and, subject to these rules, 

shall have complete control of the proceedings at any me&g and 
over the maintenance of order .thereat. The Chairman may, 12 the 
course 7f the discussion of an item, propose to the committee the limi- 
tation of the time to be allowed to speakers, the limitation of the 
number of times each representative may speak, the closure of the list 
of speakers or the closure of the debate. He may also propose the 
suspccsion or the adjournment of the meeting or the adjournment of 
the debate on the item under discussion. 

Rule 107”’ 1361 

The Chairc \I?. in the exercise of his functions, remains under 
the authority c. the committee. 

Quorum 
CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

Rule lOtI”2 [67 J 

The Chairman may declare a meeting open and permit the debate 
to procc-d when at least one quarter of the members of the committee 
arc presc& The presence of a majority of the members shall be required 
for any decision to be taken. 

Rule 109”3 [68] 

No rcprcscnintlvc mey address [he cornmittcc without having 
prclviously obtilincd hc permission of the Chuirriian. The Chairman 

“OScc introduction, pwa. 30. 
fi1 Set inlrotluclion, para. 7: we also nnncx I. para. 39, nnncx IV, paw. (p), 

mwx V, paw 39 and 67, ml imti~x VI, pnras. 3 ml 22. 
O* SW inlrotluclim, parns. 7 ::nd 30. 
fi3 Set imncx IV, ;jnra. (n), [ii), n~id ni1tle.K V, pms. 69.71. 
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shall call u on speakers in the order in which they signif their desire 
to speak. f he Chairman may call a spcakcr to order 1 his remarks *P 
are not relevant to the subject under discussion. 

Congratulations to the officers of a Main Committee shall not bc 
expressed except by the Chairman of the previous session-or, in his 
absence, by a member of his Jelcgatior+-after all the officers of the 
Committee have been elected. 

Precedence 
Rule 111 [69] 

The Chairman and the Rapporteur of a committee or subcom- 
mittee may be accorded precedence for the purpose of explaining the 
conclusions arrived at by their committee or subcommittee. 

Statements by the Secreturiut 
Rule 112 [70] 

The Secretary-General? or a member of the Secretariat designated 
by him as his representative, may at any time make either oral or 
written statements to any committee or subcommittee concerning any 
question under consideration by it. 

Points of order 
Rule 113”” [71] 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative rnr rise 
to a point of order, and the point of order shall be imme lately d 
decided by the Chairman in accordance with the rules of procedure. 
A representative may appeal against the ruling of the Chairman. 
The ap 
ruling s R 

eal shall be immediately ut to the vote, and the Chairman’s 
all stand unless overruled 1 y a majority of the members present 

and voting. A representative rising to a point of order may not speak 
on the substance of the matter under discussion, 

l&e-limit on speeches 
Rule 114”” [ 723 

The committee may limit the time to be allowed to each speaker 
and the number of times each rcpresc*:tativc may speak on any questi5ri, 
before a decision is t:lkcn, two rcprcscntatives may speak in favour of, 
and two against, a proposal to set such limits, When the debate is 
.--. - .._ _. 

a-1 SW introtluclion. p:lra. 30. 
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limited and a reprcscntativc exceeds his allotted time, the Chairman 
shall call him to order without delay. 

C’lositr(r! of list of speukers, ri& of wply 

Rule 115”’ [73] 

During the course of a dcbatc, the Chairman may announce tho 
list of spcakcrs and, with the consent of the committee, dccltue the list 
cloacd. He may, howcvcr, accord the right of reply to any member 
if a s leech dclivcred uftcr hc has declared the list closed makes this 
dcsira Ic. L, 

Adjortrrwret~f of debare 
Rule 1lG’” [743 

During the discussion of auy matter, a representative may move 
the adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In addition 
to the proposer of the motion, two rcprcsentatives may speak in favour 
of, and two against, the motion, after which the motion shall be 
immediately put to the vote. The Chairman may limit the time to be 
allowed to speakers under this rule. 

Closure of debute 
Rule 117”* [75] 

A representative may at an 
3; 

time move the closure of the debate 
on the item under discussion, w 
has ri 

ether or not any other representative 

the de % 
nilled his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of 
ate shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure, 

after which the motion shall be immediately put to the vote. If the 
committee is in favour of the closure, the Chairman shall declare the 
closure of the debate. The Chairman may limit the time to bc allowed 
to speakers under this rule. 

During the discussion of any matter, a representadvo may move 
the suspension or the adjournment of the meeting, Such motions shall 
not bc dcbatcd but ahall be immediately put to the vote. The Cbair- 
man may limit the time to bc nllowcd to the speaker moving the 
suspension or adjournment of the meeting. 

ST See nnncx V, pnras. 69, 77 and 78. ml imnex VI, ynras. 8.10. 
!,W See inuoduclion, pnrn. 7. 
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Order of p, ocedurol motions 
Rule 119 [77] 

Subject to rule 113, the motions indicated below shall have rece- 
dencc in the following order over all other propos4s or motions ii cforc 
the meeting: 

(a) To suspend the meeting; 
(b) To adjourn the meeting; 
(c) To adjourn the dcbatc on the item under discussion; 
(d) To close the debate on the item under discussion. 

Propowls and amendments 
Rule 120”” [78] 

Proposais rad amendments shall normally be submitted in writing 
to the Secretary-General, who shall circulate copies to the dele ations. 
As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to t % e vote 
at an meeting of the committee unless copies of i! have been circulated 
to al Y delcgattons not later than the day preceding the meeting. The 
Chairman may, however, permit the discussion and consideration of 
amendments, or of motions as to procedure, even though such amend- 
ments and motions have not been circulated or have only been circulated 
the same day. 

Decisions on competence 
Rule 121”” [79] 

Subject to rule 119, any motion calling for a decision on the com- 
petenee of the General Assembly or the committee to adopt a proposal 
submitted to it shall be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the 
proposal in question. 

Withdrawl of motions 
Rule 122 ‘do] 

A motion may be withdrawn b its proposer at any time before 
voting on it has commenced, provi ed that the motion has not been d 
amended. A motion thus withdrawn may be reintroduced by any 
mlmber. 

Recotwiderafion of proposals 
Rule 123 [81] 

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it may not be rccon- 
sidcred at the same session unless the corunittce, by a two-thirds major- 
ity of the members present and votiog, so decides, Permission to speak 
--- 

6” See antw V, pnras. 87 rmd 88. 
fi”Scc NUUX V, pnrn. Y6. 
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on a motion to reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers oppos- 
ing the motion, after which it shall be immediately put to the vote. 

VOTINCI 

Voring rights 
Rule 124 [82] 

Each member of the committee shall hnve one vote. 

Majority required 
Rulo 125 [85] 

Decisions of committees shall be made by P majority of the mem- 
bers prcscnt and voting. 

Meaning of the phrase “members present and voting” 
Rule 126 [86] 

For the purposes of these rules, the phrase “members prescrrr and 
voting” means members casting an affirmative or negative vote. Mem- 
bers which abstain from voting arc considered as not voting. 

Method of voring 
Rule 127”’ 1871 

(a) The committee shall normally vote by show of hands or by 
standing, but any representative may request a roll-call. The roll-call 
shall be taken in the English alphabetical order of the names of the mem- 
bers, beginning with the member whose name is drawn by lot by the 
Chairman. The name of each member shrill be called .in any roll-call, 
and its representative shall reply “yes ” “no” or “abstention”. The result , 
of the voting shall be inserted in the record in the English alphabetical 
order of the names of the members. 

(b) When the committee votes by mechanical means, a non- 
recorded vote shall replace a vote b show of hands or by standing and 
a recorded vote shall replace a rol representative may 
request a recorded vote. In the case of a recorde vote, the committee 
shall, unless a representative requests otherwise, dispense wlth the 
procedure of calling out the names of the members; nevertheless, the 
result of the voting shall be inserted in the record in the same manner 
as that of a roll-call vote. 

Conduct duritlg votitrg 
Rule 12P [SS] 

After the i’hairman has announced the beginning of voting, no 
representative shall interrupt the voting except 011 a poillt of order in 
----. 

“1 See introduction, pnrn. 24; see also annex V, para. 84. 
102 See introduction, pnra. 7; see also annex V, paras. 74-76, and annex VI, 

paras. 6 and 7. 
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eonnexion with the actual conduct of the voting. The Chairman may 
permit members to explain their votes, either before or after the voting, 
except when the vote is taken by secret ballot, The Chairman may limit 
the ttme to be allowed for such explanations. The Chairman shall not 
permit the proposer of a proposal or of an amendment to explain his 
vote on his own proposal or amendment. 

Division of proposals and amendments 
Rule 129”” [89] 

A representative may move that parts of a proposal or of an 
amendment should be voted on separately. If objection is made to the 
request for division, the motion for division shall be voted upon. Permis- 
sion to speak on the motion for division shall be given only to two 
speakers in favour and two speakers against. If the motion for division 
is carried, those parts of the proposal or of the amendment which are 
approved shall then be put to the vote as a whoic. If all operative parts 
of the proposal or of the amendment have been rejected, the proposal 
or the amendment shall bc considered to have been rejcctcd as a whole. 

Voting on amendments 
Rule 13F [90] 

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shah 
be voted on fhst. When two or more amendments are moved to a pro- 

P 
osal, the committee shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed 
n substance from the original proposal and then on the amendment next 
furthest removed therefrom, and so on until all the amendments have 
been put to the vote. Where, however, the adoption of one amendment 
necessaril implies the rejection of another amendment, the latter amend- 
ment shal n.>t be put to the vote. If one or more amendments are r 
adopted, the amended proposal shall then be voted upon. A motion is 
considered ar amendment to a proposal if it merely adds to, deletes from 
or revises part of the proposal. 

Voting on proposals 
Rule 131 1911 

If two or more proposals relate to the same question, the commit- 
teC shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order 
in which they have been submitted. The committee may, after each vote 
on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal. 

Elections 
Rule 132 [93] 

When only one person or Member is to be clcctetl and no candidate 
obtains in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shah be 
---7 

a3 See u~lroducfion, pnra. 7. 
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taken, which shall be restricted to the two candidates obtaining the 
largest number of votes. 
divided, and a ma’ority 

If in the second ballot the votes are equally 

the candidates by d 
is required, the Chairman shall decide between 

rawing lots. 

Equally divided votes 
Rule 133 [95l 

If a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections, the 
proposal shall be regarded us rejected. 

XIV. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

A ppllcations 
Rule 134”’ 

Any State which desires to become a Member of the United 
Nations shall submit an application to the Secretary-General. Such 
application shall contain a declaration, mnde in a formal instrument, 
that the State in question accepts the obligations contained in the 
Charter. 

Notification of applications 
Rule 135”’ 

The Secretary-General shall, for information, send a copy of the 

r!* 
a plication to the General Assembly, or to the Members of the United 

atIons if the Assembly is not in session. 

Consideration of arplications and decision thereon 
Rule 136 

If the Security Council r=ommends the ap 
bership, the General Assembl 

r 
shall consider w ether the applicant is R 

licant State for mem- 

a peace-loving State and is ab e and willing to carry out the obligations 
contained in ;he Charter and shall decide, by a two-thirds majority of 
the members present and voting, upon its application for membership. 

Rule 13P 

If the Security Council does not recommend the applicant State 
for membership or postpones the consideration of the application, the 
General Assembly may, after full consideration of the special report of 
the Security Council, send the application back to the Council, together 
with a full record of the discussion in the Assembly, for further con- 
sideration and recommendation or report. 

00 See introduction, para. 4. 
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Notifiation of decision and effective date of membership 

Rule 1380J 

The Secretary-General shall inform the applicant State of the dcci- 
don of the General Assembly, If the application is approved, member- 
ship shall become effective on the date on which the General Assembly 
takes its decision on the application. 

XV. ELECTIONS TO PRINCIPAL ORGANS 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Terms of o@e 
Rule 139 

Except as provided in rule 147, the term of office of members of 
Councils shall begin on 1 January tollowing their election by the General 
Assembly and shall end on 31 December following the election of their 
successors. 

By-elections 
Rule 140 

Should a member cease to belong to a Council before its term of 
oflIce expires, a by-election shall be held separately at the next session 
of the General Assembly to elect a member for the unexpired term. 

SECRETARY-GENERAL 

Appointment of the Secretary-General 

Rule 141 

When the Security Council has submitted its recommendation on 
the appointment of the Secretary-General, the General Assembly shall 
consider the recommendation and vote upon it by secret ballot in private 
meeting. 

SECURITY COUNCIL 

The General Assembly shall each year, in the course of its regular 



c 

session, elect 5ve non-permanent members of the Security CouncU for 
a term of two yearso 

Qualif?cations for membership 

Rule 143O’ 

In the election of non- 
due regard shall, in actor if 

ermanent members of the Security Council, 
ante with Articl: 23, paragraph 1, of the 

Charter, be specially paid, in the first instance, to the contribution of 
Members of the United Nations to the maintenance of international 
peace and security and to the other purposes of the Organization, and 
also to equitable geographical distribution.00 

Re-eligibility 
Rule 14P08 

A retiring member of the Security Council shall not be 
eligible for immediate remelection. 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

Annual elections 
Rule 14W 

The General Assembly shall each year, in the course of its regular 
session, elect eighteen members of the Economic and Social Council for 
a term of three yearsVo 

0s Under paragraph 3 of resolution 1991 A (XVIII) of 17 December 1963, 
the General Assembly decided that “the ten non- ermanent 

P 
members of the 

Security Council shall be elected according to the 
“(0) Five from African and Asian States: 

to lowing pattern: 

“fb) One from Eastern European States; 
“(c) Two from Latin American States: 
“(d) ‘Two from Western European and other States”. 
0’ Rule based directly on a provlslon of the Charter (Art. 23, para. 1). 
es Rule reproducing textually a provision of the Chatter (Art. 23, para. 2, 

lest sentence). . 
ee Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Art. 61, para. 2, as 

amended under General Assembly resolution 2847 (XXVI)). See introduction, 
nnra’i. 23 and 32. 

‘0 Under paragraph 4 of resolution 2847 (XXVI) of 20 December 1971, 
the General Assembly decided that “lhe members of the Economic and Social 
Council shall be elcc~ed according IO the following pattern: 

“fn) Fourken mcmbcrs from African Slnle: 
“ih) Eleven members from Asian States: 
“cc) Ten members from Latin American Slnles: 
“fd) Thirteen mcmners trom Western European and other Sta:c-;: 
“(c) Six metillers from sociahsl States of Eastern Europe”, 
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Re-ellgibfllty 
Rule 146” 

A retiring member of the Economic and Social Council shall 
be eligible for immediate re.election. 

TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL 

Occasions for electtons 
Rule 147 

When a Trusteeship Agreement has been approved and a Member 
of the United Nations has become an Administering Authority of a 
Trust Territory in accordance with Article 83 or Article 85 of the 
Charter, the General Assembly shall hold such election or elections to 
the Trusteeship Council as may be necessary, in accordance with 
Article 86. A Member or Members elected at any such election at a 
regular session shall take office immediately upon their election and 
shall complete their terms in accordance with the provisions of rule 139 
as if they had begun their terms of office on 1 January following their 
election. 

Terms of ofice and re-eligibility 
Rule 148’p 

A non-administering member of the Trusteeship Council shall be 
elected for a term of three years and shall be eligtble for immediate 
re-election. 

Rule 149 

At each session the General Assembly shah, in accordance with 
Article 86 of the Charter, elect members to fill any vacancies. 

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE 

Method of election 
Rule 150 

’ The election of the members of the International Court of Justice 
shall take place in accordance with the Statute of the Court. 

lClle 151 
Any meting of the Gcncral Asscrnbly held in pursuance of the 

Statute of the International Court of Justice for the purpose of electing 
-- 

‘I Rule reproducing kx~~lly n provision of lhc Charter (Art. 61, pnrn. 2, 
last selllcllcc). 

‘: Ilulc bwxl tlircclly on n provision of the Ch;~rlcr (Art. 86. pun. I c). 
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members of the Court shall continue until as many candidates as are 
re uir~d for all the seats to be filled have obtained in ona or more 
bJlot:i an absolute majority of votes. 

XVI. ADMlN!STKATIVE AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

.Regulations jar jhwcial administration 
Rule 152 

The General Assembly shall establish regulations for the financial 
administration of the United Nations.73 

Financial implications of resolutions 

Rule 153” 

No resolution involving expenditure shall be recommended by a 
committee for approval by the General Assembly unless it is accom- 
panied by on estimate of expenditures prepared by the Secretary 
General. No resolution in respect of which expenditures are anticipated 
by the Secretary-General shall be voted by the General Assembly until 
the Administrative and Budgetary Committee (Fifth Committee) has 
had an opportunity of stating the effect of the proposal upon the 
budget estimates of the United Notions. 

Rlllb 3 54’.’ 

The Secretary-General shall keep all committees informed of the 
detailed estimated cost of all resolutions which have been recommended 
by the committees for approval by the General Assembly. 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUWBTARY 
QUESTIONS 

Appointment 
Rule 155’” 

The General Assembly shall appoint an Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary.Questions consisting of sixteen members, 
including at least three financial experts of recognized standing. 

Compo.rition 
Rule 156’O 

The members of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and 
Budgetary Questions, no two of whom shall be nationals of the same 
State. shall be selected 011 the basis of broad geographical representa- 
tion. personal qualifications and expericncc and shall serve for a period 
of three years corresponding to three calendar years. Members shall 

::I For Ihe Financial Regulafionr of the United Nations, see ST/SGB/Finan- 
cial Rules/ I /Rev.2 und Rev.Z/Amend. I RIKI 2. 

‘4 See nnncx V,pms. 97 and 98, and nmzx VI, paras. 12 and 13. 
‘sSee introduction, paras. 19, 31 and 36. 
7s See introduction, paras. 19 and 36. 

34 



rerirc by rotation and shall be eliflible for reappointment. The three 
linancial expcrls shall not retire simultaneously. The General Assembly 
shall appoint ~IIC mcnrbcrs of the Advisory Commhtee at the regular 
session immediately preceding Ihe expiration of the term of ofiicc of the 
mcmbors or, ia UISC of vacancies, at the next session. 

Rule- 157” 

The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgccary QUCS- 

lions shall bc rcsponsiblc for cxpcrt examinetion of the programme 
budget of the United Nations and shall assist the Administrative and 
Budgetory Committee (Fifth Commhtcc). At the beginning of each 
rcpular session aI which the proposed programme budget for 111~ follo\v- 
ing biennium is 10 be considered. it shall submit to the General Assembly 
a dctailcd rcpori WI ~hc proposcd programme budget for that biennium. 
II shall also submit. at sucl~ times as may be specified in the applicable 
provisions of ~hc Financinl Regulations and Rules of the United 

-Natlons,W report on tho accounts of the Unltcd Natlons and all United 
Nation:; cnthies for which the Secrctary-General has administrative 
rcsponsihility. II shrill oxaminc on behalf of the General Assembly the 
adminislruttvc k~tlgc~s of spccializcd agencies and propo:;als for hnan- 
cial and budgetary arrangements whh such agencies. 11 shall perform 
such olher duties as may bc assigned to it under the Financial Regula- 
ti~u~o_f !hc Lhij!gLNajjw. 

~~ CQ~~MITT~~~ON CONTRIBUTIONS 

Appolnhnen f  
Rule 158’” 

The General Assembly shall appoint an expert Committee on 
Qn!ribluions con&ths of eighteel! members. 

Ca,lposirio,l 
Rule 159*O 

The members of the Committee 011 Comributions, no two of whom 
shall be nationals of the same State. shall be selected on the basis of 
broad geographical representation,. personal qualilkatlons and expe- 
rience and shall serve for a period of three years corresponding IO 
three calendar years. Members shall retire by rotation and shall be 
eligible for reappointment. The Cleneral Assembly shall a point the 
members of the Committee on Contributions at the regu at session P 
irnmediatcly preceding the expiration of the term of office of the 
mcmbcrs or. in cnsc of vacnncics. at the next session. 

” Se0 Inlroduclioll. pnrn. 36. 
7” Sl’/StiIl/l~it~;~n:inl K11lcs/l/l~cv.2 rind Ilcv.2/An~ct1tl.l rind 2. 
“‘SW inlroduclion, pnros. 26. 33 rind 35. 
a~Sco introduction, para. 37. 
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:Thc Committee on Contribotirzns shall advise tha Gcncral Asscm 
bly concerning the apportionment, under Article 17, pnragraph 2, ot 
the Charter, of the expense-s of the Organixation among Members, 
broadly according to capacity to pay, The scale of assessments, when 
once fixed by the Ciencrul Assembly, shall not be subject to a general 
revision for at least three years unless it is clear that there have been 
substantial changes in rclativc capacity to pay, The Committee shah 
also advise the Gcncral Assembly on the assessments to bc tlxed for 
new Members, on appeals by Members for a change of assessments 
and on the action to be taken with regard to the application of Article 
1 ?~of the Charter. 

The Cewrd A~ecnddy n~uy ontaldish mcl~ eulwitlinrg orgnns 
.JIR in tleom noreeeury fur the perfurmunce uf ite fu~~~tions.“~ Tl10 
rules relating to the procedure of committees of the General Assembly, 
as well as rules 45 and 69, shall apply to the procedure of an sub- 
sidiary organ unless the Assembly or the subsidiary organ d ecides 
otherwise, 

-- -XVIII. INTERPRETATIGN AND AMEh@MEiNTS 

Ilalicized headings 
Rule 162 

The italicized headin s 
reference purposes only, !l 

of these rules, which were inserted for 
s all be disregarded in the interpretation of 

the rules. 

Method of amendment 
Rule 16P 

These rules of procedure may be amended by a decision of the 
General Assembly, taken by a majority of the members present and 
voting, after a committee has reported on the proposed amcndmcnt. 
_-..-.-.. _ 

81 Scn~encc reproducing ~cxk~ally a provision of the Chortcr (Art. 22). 
82 Set nnncx 11, pm. 1 (c). 
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ANNEX I’ 

1 lbcol~~n~otldutlo~l~ und sug~ostlonr of IIIC Spcclal Commlttee on Methods 
and Procedures of the Cuncral Assembly approved by the Auemblyb 

CONSIDERATION BY THE GaNaaAr. ASSEMBLY OF INTERNATIONAL CONVXNTIONS 
NEOOTIATBD BY CONFVUNCJiS OF CIOVERNMBNT RSPlWENTATl'&i~ Qp>. 

~-~~MRMIIF.R STATBS 

12, The Special Committee found that in the past some of the Main Corn- 
mlttoes of the General Assembly hud devoted a portlculariy large number of 
moetlngs to the detailed considerntlon, article by article, of texts of international 
conventions, This wus oven the case whoro the text of a convention had been 
drawn up by an international confeerencc on which all Member States had be011 
represented, It was pointed out in this connoxion that experience had shown that 
a Main Commlttee, by tho very fact of its size, was not particularly fitted to draft 
conventions, and that when it was entrusted with the detailed study of conventions, 
it often did not hnvc. time ~10 deal sutisfactorily with the other queslions for which 
It was respoaslblo. 

The Special Committee recognlzes the lmportancc of the sponsorship of con- 
ventions by the Oonerai Assembly. It believes that the authority of the General 
Assembly and the powerful influence its debates have on public opinion should, 
in many cases, be used for the banoflt of international co-operation. It therefore 
favour-the retention by the Caneral Assembly of the necessary freedom-of action. 

-The Specini Committee therefore confines itself lo recommending that when 
conventions have been negotiated by lntornntional confercncos In which all the 
Members of the United Nations have been invited to take part, and on which they 
have boon represented, not only by exports acting in a personal capacity but by 
representatives of Oovornmsnts, and when those conventions aro subsequently sub- 
mitted to the Cionorai Assembly for consideration, the Assembly should-not under 
take a further detailed examination, but should limit itself to discussing them in a 
broad manner and to giving its gonerai views on ihe Instruments submitted to It, 
After such a debate, tho Oeeerai Assembly Could, If  desirabia, adopt tho conolu- 

bTbo pamgraplr numbers refer to paragraphs of the report of the Special 
Committee. The full text of the report may be found tu the Oficial Records of the 
Geaerol Ammbly, Fouortrfh Session, Sfcpp/enre,tl No, 12 (A/937). Subtitles and 
foot-notes have been inserted by tbc Secretariat for convenience of reference. 
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sions reached by the conferences nnd recommend lo Xlomhors the uccoptanco or 
rnti&lcation af such conventions. 

This procedure might bo upplicd in pnrlicular IO cofivcmions submitted to the 
Goneral Assembly as a ~csult of conlcrcnccs of ~lil hlember Stoles convcncd by 
m ilud Sacia~_(lQuacU u&or-ArtlcloJ&puragraph 4, of the-Chanor, 

CU~SIUBRATII~N RV ‘rHa GaNm.4~ A6whm.Y OF IN’I‘BHNAI~ONAL CONVENTIONS 
PRIIPARUl> BY BXPERTS OR BY CONI’URENCES IN WIICH NOT ALL Mehcaan 

~~~ -STATES TAKE PART-DRAFTINO op LB~AL mx~s 

14. Furthormoro, when il Is proposod thnt the General Asscmhly should con- 
hidor conventions prepared by groups of exports not acting ns govornmcntal roprc- 
senlntivcs, or by conferonccs In which not all Memhors of tha United Nations 
hnvc bean invited to tuko pnrt, it would be sdvisahle for tho aenoral Committoo 
imtl the ticncrnl Assembly to tlc~crminc whe\hor one of the Main Committees, 
espoclally the Legal Commiltco, would have enough limo during the sossloa to 
examine those convontlons in dotall, or whether It would ho posslblo to ,wt up aa 
un, hoc commllteo to undortakc this study during tho sossloa, 

If this is nol pouihlc, Ihc S}rcciul Committco reconimonds that tho Cionoral 
Assembly should dccidc, after or without a general debate on the fundnmoatal 
principles of tho proposed convention, that an ad hoc committee should b+ cstab- 
lishod to moot between sobsions. Alternativoly,‘tho General Assembly might docido 

~~ to convano a conferonco of plenipotentinrles, botwecn two of IIS own sessions, to 
study, negotiate, draft, and possibly sign, tho convention. The conforonco of 
plenipotentiaries might bo cmpowcrcd by the Oenorol Assembly to transmit tho 
instruments directly to Governments for acccptanco or rntlflcntion. In this case 
too, the Ocnoral Assembly might, at n subsequent session, cxpresa its Sonoral 
opinion on tho convontloa rcsultinng from tbo-cnttfoance, and-ml&t recommend 
to~ombers its acceptance or ratlficatlon. 

With regard to the drafting of legal texts, tho Spoclal Committoo strongly 
rocommonds -that small drafting committcos should bo rosortod 10 wbowvar 
posdblo. 

MSUTINOS OF TNB ~IiNIUUL COMMl'ITEtl AND OP lX8 MAtN cOMMtlTSSS 

20. In order that moro froquont mootinga of tho Oonoral Commlttoo should 
not delay the work of plenary and committea moctlngs, tho Spoclal CommIttoo 
wlshos to mention that it would be desirable for tho Ooncral Committee to bo 
onabled to meet, whcnovor nocassary, at the same titno as ths plenary or tho Main 
CommIttees, (In such cnsos, ono of the Vice-Presldonte could take the chair at 
plenary meetings and tho ViceChairman could ropluco the Chalrman at Main 
Commlttoo mooting.) 

The Special Committee also considonr that, In order to PVO titno at the bag&~ 
nlng of ths wasion, some of the Main Committaoa 6hoUtd not wait until tha ead 
of the gsttoral dobnto’bsfon starting tboir work. 

: 
&.OCATtQN OF AOBNDA ITEM8 TO TtZE MAW COMMmss, 

22. itt the paat, nom6 ol the Main Chtumittao8 have been allocated mom 
Itomo mqulria 
the case for % 

prolonged conaldarrtlon than have atban. ‘I’hh hao copoclally boon 
e First Committee. The Spoolal Committee noted, however, thrt, 

during the third sosslon of the Ooneral Assembly, exception had boon mado to 
the principle laid down in rule 89,c thnt “items rclnting to t.ho same c&gory 

~Rule 97 of the prcscnt rules of pracoduro. 



of subJecta shall be referrod to tho commltlco or cODDittCOs doallag With that 
caBgory of subJoct8”. 

Tbo Spoclal Committoo fools that tho allocation of Items to committee8 mIOht 
ba offectod in a loss rigid mannor and that questions which may ho consldorod as 
falling within tho competence of two or moro commiltressho~p~&Bb!L!Z 
roforrod tp tho commlttcP with the lightest agenda, 

C~NSID~~ATI~N op AOENUA 123~9 IN PLBNARY MEBTINOS wt73IouT PRIOR 
---. --~---NWWIUNCU TO A MAIN Co~hwrraa .- 

23. Another means of llghtonlng tho task of any given Main Cornmitte~ 
would be IO consider directly In plenary mootlog. without preliminary roferonco to 
committee, certain questions which fall wlthln tho terms of roforonco of the Main 
C’ommittco. This procedure would, moreover, have tbc grcnt advantage of roduc- 
ing to a notable oxtont ropotitlon of dobato, 

It is felt that tho amount of tlmo savod by tbls mothod would be consldorablo, 
ospoclally If the Mala Commlttoo and plenary mootlags could be hold concurrently. 

If tho Main ~ommittcc could not meet at the same time as the plenary meot- 
ing, tho fact that the Committcc was not mooting~would etablo another Mah=Com- 
mittee to mcot In Its place. 

The considcrntion of questions in plenary meelinps would havo the benefit of 
tha attondancc of loaders of delogatlons and of Brentor solomnily and publicity. 
Tho slightly higher cost to the Unltod Nations of plenary meetings, due in par- 
ticular to tho distribution of vorbatlm records of the meetlngs, would undoubtedly 
bo compensated by the shortor duration of the session, 

Tho General Committee would be rosponsibl. for suggostlng to tho Gsnoral 
Assembly which Items on the agonda might ho dealt with in this mannor. The 
Special Commkteo recommends that this method @tgtld bo lntroducod on aa ox- 
pcrlmcntal baste at future sosslons. 

The Speclal Commlneo is of tho opinion that this procedure would bo ape- 
clally approprlato for cortaln questions tho ossontlal aspects of which are already 
familiar IO Members, such as Items which havo baon consldorod by the Genera! 
Assembly at provlous sessions and whlcb do not require elthor tho prosoaco of 
roprespet&lycs of non4nomber S~r@s or the &nring of test!mony. 

Tm ROLB QP THE PR&SIDBNT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, OF uus C%AXMMEN 
QPCOMM~~SANDOF~~BSBCRBTARUT 

The Spocial Comtniltoo coasldots that everythIng posalblo thould bo done to 
help Chairman in the discharge of those Important funcllone. The Pmsidont of the 
General Assembly and the General Committee should a&t the Chairman of com- 
mittccs with their ndvice. The Secretary-General should place his expericnco and 
;dI his authority a! their disposnl. 
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The Spooial Committoo is happy to noto tho Secretariat’s valuabio practice of 
--:holding daily msotings of tho committoo socrotarios, undor tho ohairmanship of 

tLo fixocutivo Assistant to ibo Socreta~Ooaoraf whoro tho procedural quostions 
arising from day to day in tho Oonornl Assembly and committoos are thoroughly 

-oxamInod, Furthormoro, the Special Committoo strossos tho valuo of having, as 
in tho pnst, a legal advisor from the Secretariat in attendnnce nt mcetinps to give 

’ tho Chairmon or tho committees such advice RS thoy need for tho conduct of tboir 
buainoss and the interpretation of the rules of procoduro. 
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-ANNEX II!’ 

Mothode and prpcodureer of the Gcneral Aatombly for dealing with looal 
--- -___--~-~---- -and drafting qucetlonnb 

Parr 1 

BRCOM~END~~~N~~OP me ~BNBRAL Assstde~v 

. I ,  

-1, Recommends: 
(a) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommendation 

to the General Assembly to request an advisory opinion from the International 
Court of Justlco, the mattor may, at some appropriate stage of its consideration 
by that Committee, be referred to the Sixth Committee for advice on the legal 

--aspects and on tho drafting of the request, or the Commltteo concerned may pro- 
-pose that the matter si~ould~ be considered by a joint Committco of IFelf and the 
Sixth Committee; 

(b) That, whenever any Commltteo contemplates makins a rocommondatlon 
-to the General Assembly to refer a matter to the International Law Commission, 
tbo Committee may, at some appropriate &a&e of its consideration, consult the 
S&h Committee as to the advisability of such a referonco and on its draftlog; 

-I That, whonovor any Commlttoo contemplates making a rocommondation 
for the adoption by the General Assembly of any amendment to tbo rule8 of 
procedure of the General Assembly, the matter shall, at somo appropriate stage 
of its consideration by that C)mmltteo, be roforrod to the Sixth Commltteo for 
advice on the drafting of such amondmont and of any consoquontial amendment; 

(d) That, when a Committoo consldors the logal aspects of a question bn- 
nortank tb Commlttoo should refer it for lonal advlce to the Sixth Committee 
& pro&& that the questionshoul~c~oansld~~y a Joint CommitteboLitse!f 
and tbo SixtbCoamittca, 
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&&jSW'S FROM THU IW'ORTOF THB~FKIAL COhlh~ilTRB PORTHE CONSIDBRATION 
OF THB hlemons ANIJ P.socaouRoa OP TMI G~NWL AasaMnLY POR DMLINO 
+Rt jA&4L AND~DIL~PF~NO ~VW’UJNS 

Allocatiorl of agwdu iwns IO rhe Muin Commiltees 

19. As to tho Arst of those problems [namely, the allocation of agenda items 
IO the Main Committees by Ihe General Assembly at the ou~sct of each scsslon], 
the Special (‘ammi~trc rcc:dlcd that rule 97 of the rules of procedure of the 
Gcncrul Assembly provided lhnt “Items rclntlng IO the same category of subjects 
shell ha referred IO the comrnillec or commiltees dealing with thnl category of 
subjects . . .‘I, It also oolcd that a recommendation of the Special Commiuee on 
Methods and Proccdurcs, approved by the Gcncral Assembly in resolulion 362 
(iV) of 22 October 1949 and nnncxed lo the rules of procedure, provided that 
w , . , q;lcstions which mny bc considered as fulling within the compctenco of two 
cr more committees should preferably be referred to the committee with the 
lightest agenda”. 

20. In view of those provisions, the present Special Committee did not find 
it nccessnry lo make nny formal rccommendntion on the allocation of agenda 
items at the opening of each session. It wns con5dent that the Genernl Committee, 
in making recommcnduiions lo the Goneral Absembly on the distribuiion of agenda 
items, would continue to bear In mind tho Sixth Commiltee’s function, laid down 
in rule 91’ of thu rules of procedure, as the Legal Committee. 

- Drafting of complex legal insouments 

29. During the course of the discussion [on the question of the drafting of 
complex legal instruments such as internntional ngrecments, statutes of tribunals, 
etc.] It was pointed out that tho Special Committee on Methods and Procedures, 
in pnrngrnphs 13 nnd 14 of Its report, approved by General Assembly resolution 
362 (IV) of 22 October 1949 and annexed IO the rules of proceduro,d made certain 
recommendations concerning the drafting of conventions, and concluded: ‘*With 
regard lo tho drafting of legal texts, the Spcciol Committee strongly recommands 
!hat smnl! drnftlng committees should be resorted to whenever possible”. 

30. The Specinl Committee was in complete agreement with those racom- 
mendatlons nnd, In view Qf their previous approval by the General Assembly, did 
not find it necessary to adopt a new provision on the sub&t. However, the 
Special Committee consldered It desirable that that point Should be reaftlrmed 
in its report. On that understand& the United Kingdom withdrew 11s draft 
prop0sul.c 

c Kulc 98 of the present rules of prwedure. 
d See annex I. 
@This proposal (A/ACe60/L.18) arovided: 

“That. In nrl$e, the dral ~.--. --- r-- 
the followlng kin 

idng of all clauses, loxts or iastruments of 
bould be either carded out, or, at some appropriate 

--stage, reviewed, by a body of exports legally qunli5od 10 do so: 

.I j “(a Any ragulation+for adoption by the General Assembly; 
fb ‘I% terms Qf roforonco, fuactlons and powers of subsidiary organs 

or tribunals hereafter set up by the General Assembly; 
“(c) Any convontlon, declaration, agreement or other similar Inter- 

national lnslrumont drnwn up under the auaplces of the General Assembly, 
and the draftln 

f 
of which Is to be effected by the Assembly itself, including 

pgreemenls Qr astruments 10 which tho United Nations as an Orgaaizatlon 
IS to be a party.” 
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35. In uddition to the above proposals, t IIN United Kingdom submittutl 
a draft (A/AC6O/L,22) which provided for periodic mectings of the rapper- 
tours of Corumittces with the competent otllcial~ of 1l1e Secrctnrint to establish, 
in so far RF pmcticnblo, common methods of drafting rind to cnsurc that in 
gcncral thr ornfting of resolutions was sntisfactory from. tho point of viow of 
style, form and tho uso of tecln~ical term 

36. It was polntcd out that there might be ccrtoin practicnl difticultics in 
arranging for periodic mcetiugs of rapportcurs. The Spccinl Committee decided 
to mnko no formal rccommondation on the subject: ncvertbslcss. tho Committee 
believos that It is desirable that informal consultation should take plucc from 
time to tlme bctwoen the various rapportcurs and ofllcials of the Secretariat for the 
purpose described in the Unltcd Kingdom proposal. 

&pQrtS Q/ the Secretary-General under General Assentbly resolullvn 362 (IV) 

37. The United Kingdom submltted a draft proposnl (A/AC60/L,23) 
suggesting that the Secretary-Genera: should be requested to furnish to the 
General Assembly an annual ropo;r on the matters dealt with by the Special 
Committea, Indicating to what extent the Assembly or Its Committees had 
succeeded during the year in realixlng tho objectives aimed at and suggesting 
any apyrop@ _adius!mqn,ts4E=i_mprorcmeDts in-th+rnetbo&-and pro~?&~res 
iquslved, 

38. During the dlsccsslon, the representative of the Secretary-General 
recalled that tho General Assembly, In pnragraph 6 of resolution 362 (IV) of 
22 October 1949, hod requested the Socrctnry-General “to catty out appropriate 
studies and to submit, at such times as ho may consider approprinto, suitable 
proposals for tho improvement of the methods nnd ptocedures of tho General 
Assembly and Its committees . . .‘I. It was pointod out that the &rotary- 
Goneral was much concornod with improving tho procedures nnd methods of 
the Assembly and that thsro was no need for a new resolution requesting reports 
on that subject. 

39. The Special Committee agreed that the. points coveted by the United 
Kinadorn draft could be included when advisable in reports of the Secretary. 
Oeneral under tesolutlon 362 (IV); such reports should be submitted at the 
approprlnto times, and nt reasonably frequent Intervals. Consequently, the 
United Kingdom draft was withdrawn, and the Committee made no format 
recommendation-on the-subject. --- 

r Proposal by BI Salvador (A/AC.60/L.20) which was withdrnwn in favour 
of a revised toxt (A/AC,~O/L.~O/R~V,I) inco,rporating amendments by the United 
Kingdom (A/AC.60/L.21 
worded as follows, was Inc uded I# El 

Bcl turn and Egypt. This revised text, which was 

tp the General Assembly: 
the recommendations of tho Special Committee 

‘Ye) That, normally, the Chalrn~an of n Committeo shall, at the appro. 
printa time, cnll upon the ViceChalrmnn and the Rnpporteur to 
the purposo of proccsdht , In consultation with the competent o 

oin 
l4 

him for 
rclals of the 

-.. Sectetarhtt, to examine t 6 draft resolutions from the point of view of style, 1 
form and the use of technical terms, and, when approprlnta, to suggest to the 
Commlttes such changes as they deem necessary. * 
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ANNEX 111’ 

Procedure for the examination of reports and petitions relating IO 111s 
Territory of South \Vest Africn” 

SPECIAL RULES MOPTBD BY THR GENEML ASSCM~LY AT 17s NINTH SESSION 

Procedure with regard fo reports 

Special rule A: The General Assembly shall receive annually from the 
Committeo on South West Africa the report on South West Africa submittcd 
to the Committee by the Union of South Africa (or a report on condilions 
in the Territory of South West Africa prepnred by the Committee in accordance 
with paragraph 12 (c) of Gener,l Assembly renolutior 749 A (VIII), logclher 
with the observations of the Committee on the repotf as well as the comments 
of the duly nuthorized representative of the Union of South Africa, should that 
Government decide to follow the General Assembly’s recommendation and 
appoint such a representative. 

Special ruk B: The General Assembly shall, as a rule, be guided by the 
observations of the Committee on Soutb West Africa and shall base its conclu- 
sions, as far as possible, on the Committee’s observations. 

Procedure wifh regard to penXons 

Special rule C: The Geaoral Assembly sball receive annuolly from the 
Committee on South West Africa a report with regard IO petitions submitted 
to it. The summary records of the meetings at which the petitions were discussed 
shall be attached. 

Special rrtlr D: The General Assembly shall, as a rule, be guided by the 
conclusions of the Committee on South West Africa and shrill base its own 
conclusions, as far as possible, on the conclusions of the Committee. 

Special rule E: Having regard to rule 62~ of the rules of procedure of the 
General Assembly, mectinea at which decisions concerning persons are considered 
shall be held in private. 

Voting procedure 

Speck/ rrrlc h Decisions of the General Assembly on questions relrtln~ 
to reports and petitions concerning the Territory of South West Africa shall 
be regarded as important questions within the meaning of Article 18, prrauraph 2, 
of tbe Charter of the United Nations. 
-- 

u By resolution 844 (IX) of 11 October 1954, the General Assembly, having 
considered the report of the Committee on South West Africa (Ofirid/ l<cc&s of 
Ike Grnera/ Asscrnh/y, Ni~t/h Srssion, Supp/enw~t/ No. 14 (A/2666 and Corr. 1 
and Add.1 J ), adopted six special rules for the examination by the Assembly of 
reports and petitions rciating to the Territory of South West Africa, These special 
rnles are reproduced in the present annex. 

a By resolution 2372 (XXII) of 12 June 1968, the General Assembly decided 
that “South West Africa” would be known as “Namibia”. 

P Rule 60 of !he pre<cnt rtlles of procedure. 
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ANNEX IV 

Resolution 1898 (XVIII) adopted on the roconnnendrtion of the Ad Roe 
Committee on the Improvement of the Methods of Work of the General 
Asrembl~l 

The Oanrral Assembly, 

Reculllng wl!h appreclarlon the initiativo taken by the President of the 
sixtconth session of the General Assembly in his momorandum of 26 April 1962 
on tho methods of work of the Assombly,b 

Recalling its decision of 30 October 1962 establishing the Ad Hoc Committee 
on the Improvement of tho Methods of Work of the General Assembly and Its 
resolution 1845 (XVII) of I9 December 1962, by which it decided to continua 
the Committee, 

Having considered tho report submitted by the Ad Hoc Committee in pur- 
suanco of the above-montionod resolution,e 

Conscious of tho need to adapt its methods of work to the changed circum- 
stances in the General Assembly, in particular those resulting from the recant 
increase in tho number of Member States, 

Concerned however to avoid roduch-g in any way the possibilities for action 
available to the General Assembly under the Chatter of the United Nutious and 
the rules of procodum of the Assembly. 

Convinced that it is in the interests of tho Organization and of Member 
States thnt the work of tho Gonoral Assembly should be carried out as otRciontly 
and oxpoditiously as possible and that, save in quite exceptional cases, tho dura- 
tion of regular sessions should not oxcced thirteen wocks, 

Takes store of the observations contained in the report of the Ad Hoc 
Committee on tho Improvement of the Methods of Work of the General 
Assembly and approves the recommendations submitted by the Committee, in 
particular those which provide that: 

(0) The Prosident of tho General Assembly should make every &on to 
onsura that the goneral debato proceeds in a methodical and regular manner, 
and should close the list of speakers, with the consent of the Assembly, as 
soon Q ho considers it feasible; 

their 
(b) All the Main Committees, except the First Committee, should begin 
work not later than two working days after they have received the Ilst 

of agenda itomr roforred to them by the Gooenl Assembly; 
(c) The First Committee should meet as soon as possible to organiro its 

work, determine the order of discussiou of the hems allocated to it dnd start 
the systematic consideration of its agenda; at the beginning of the session, such 
---_ 

11 Adopted by the General Assembly at its 1256th plenary meeting, on 11 
November 1963. 

b ODiriol Records of /he Getteral Assetubly, Seeenteenlh Session, Amexes, 
agenda item 86, document A/5123. 

C Ibid., Ei&4leetilh Session. Annexes, agenda item 25, document A/5423. 
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meetings might be bold whoa thoro is an intorrupllon lo rhe gonoral dobnto; lalor, 
plenary msctlngs might bo bold during one part of the dry, tho other part being 
rosorvod for the First Committee, thus enabling the Commitloo to prncood with 
its regular work as soon as possible after tbo opening of the session; 

(tl) Each of 1ho Mnin Commlt1eos should establish its programmo of work 
as so011 as possible. including the approximato dates on which it will coasldor 
IIIC various items rcfcrrcd to it and tho data on which II proposos IO conclude 
its work, on the understnnrling lhar this progrimmo will bc lransmillod lo the 
Cicnornl Cummh~oo 10 ocab:c it IO mako such rccommondations as it may doom 
rolovnnt, including, whon 1ho Ooncral Commi1lco consldors ii appropriate, 
rocommondmions as IO tho dales by which Main CommiHocs should conclude 
1hclr work: 

(e) Each of the Main Committees should consider tho os~ablishmont, in 
tho circumstances roforrcd to in paragraphs 29 10 32 of the report of the Ad 
HOC Commi1toc,~ of subcomml1~oor or working groups of limited slzo but 
rcprctcntalivo of its mombership, for tho purpose of facilitating its work; 

(1) The Oonoral CommIttoo should fullll its funcllono under rules 40, 41 
rind 42 of the rules of proccduro and, in particular, make aopropriato rccom- 
mcndations for furthering the progress of the Assembly and 11s Commitloos, 
in such a way as to facilitate tbo closing of tbo session hy the dots Rxcd; 
10 Ihis end, the General Committee should meet at least once every three 
weeks; 
---- 

d Those puragraphs road as follows: 
“29. The incroaso in the numbor of Mombors of tbo Unilod Nations bus 

cruntcd a situation In which it frequently happens that more 1ban 100 dologa- 
lions nrc present nnd most of them participalo in tho dobatos in the Maln 
Committees. Allhou h the prosonco of such n Iar o numbor of dole ations 
involvos no practice f diRlcullics whon s1atomonts o P the positions of 8 ovom 
menis ore being mnde, it makes it moro dimcult lo discuss concrots poinls, 
to havo a rilpid oxchango of views on suhjccls whoro idoas diRor or to draft 
und modify ICXIS. Tho Cummilloo is of tho opinion that in many cases ho 
oxaminatioll of ogonda items by the commlttocs would bo greatly facilltaltd 
if, as soon ns possible and ospcciully when the main Ints of view have boon 
expressed, the committee dccldod, on lho lnltlativo o P its Chnirman or of one 
or more of its members, to sot u o subcomminco or workin 
conformity with rule I!14 [now IO.. of the rules of proccdurc 4 
in Ihe CQSC of 1hc lonary Assembly). This proscduro might be particularly 
helpful when there I gcncral agreement on Ihc qucslion under dlscussion but P 
dihngrccmcnt on points of dctarl. 

“30. 7hc Ad I/lot Committoo would recall In this conncxion that in the 
course of the Hrz1 rarions of the Ocncral Assembly fnqucnl uso was made 
of suhcommiltccs and working groups und thnt they wore of mat assistance 
IO the Ocncrnl A\scmhly in (hc prcprlrotion of trxts which lo I la day gowm b 
rhe slructurcs.of the United Nntions in the formulu0on of Important inlw 
nrtlonnl inllruments und in the sobion of dimcull polltlcrl problems (a 
oxamplc ir the sub-committco which doolt with Iho futun status of thr formor 
ltollnn colnnlcs). As far bock PI 1947, Iho ro 
ccdurcr ond Orgnnizntipn expressed itself on 

or1 of !Im Committw on Pm. 
R I la ruhjcct as follows: 

“‘The Mnin Committees shonld consider cnrcfull 
in Ihcir work how :heir progrnnnnes might be expc iled by Iho csta if 

nt an onrly sta e 
t - 

lishmzn1 of sub coinmillce~. II is, of course, impossible lo adopt fixed 
rules on this matler. If the debelc in full cotnnnlke showed OlaI there 
was gcncral agrecmcnl OII lhc qucslion under discussion but disngreement 
011 poinls of dc!ail. il would clearly bc tlrsirablc In set up n smnll 
drafling commilfce lo prcparc a rcsohH~on for submission (0 tho Main 
Commlttec. Tccln~ical qucslioiis on which lhcrc is no substunlial disagree- 
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: 

(g) Prdding odacors should mako use of tho msourcos providod by the 
rules of procoduro rind oxorciso tboir prorogativos undor rules 35 and 108,. in 
order to rocclorato the work of tho Oonoral Assembly; to that effect they should, 
fnrcr olhx 

(i) Open mootingo at the scheduled Urns; 
(ii) Urge roprosontalivos to tako the floor in tho ordor in which they worn 

lascrlbod on tho list of spoakors, it king understood that roprosontativos 
provontod from so doing will normally be placed at tho ond of tho list, 
unless they have arrangod to change places with olhor roprosonMvos; 

(iii) Apply tbo rulea of procoduro in such a way as IO onsuro tho proper 
exorcise of tho right of reply, oxplanatlon of voles and points of ordor. 

mont should bo roforrod to subcommittws ns quick1 as 
some MAI the work of sub-committees would bo facll tatod 

r ~sslbla. In 

informally, and on occasion, in private.’ (A/388, porn, 21.) 
y working 

“31. The subcommlttoos or working groups could, In most cases, consist 
of nprosontativos of the delegations with the closest intomst in the aganda 
itom, m 

P 
msontntivos who aro ospocially compotoot to deal with tho problem 

under d scusslon and others chosen in such a way as lo onsum that tho aub- 
committed or working group will bo broadly roprosontativo, geographically 
and polltically. 

“32. Theso bodios could moot oithor in public or in private, according 
to the circumstances and could oithor follow formal procoduros or discuss 
matters Informally. tholr function would bo to mako it 
primarily intorortod in an itom to oxchango viows, thus facl itating subsoquoat 7 

os:iblo for those 

l groomont and compromlso solutions; they could pro 
or at least formulate l ltomativo solutions; they coul x 

are draft rerolullons 
appoint rapportsun 

lo prownt their conclusions and to ivo tbo nocossary explanations to the 
committee which ostablishod them. #ho committoo itself would bo entirely 
free to tako final decisions but, since all aspecls of the problem would have 
boon given minuto examination, it would undoubtedly find ils own work 

!  
roatly facilitated both wkh ro ard to substance and to the timo thus saved. 
t would aloo ofton be posslb o for the commit&o to consldor other items f 

on its agenda whllo tho sub.commiaeo or working group was carrying out 
its ouipment.” 
*Rule 106 of Ihe present nrles of procodurc. 
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Concluxlonr of the Special Committee on the Rutlonallntlon of ha 
Procaduror rind Oqmlcatlon of 1110 Gonerul Axxambly 

CONTENTS 
Pmamphs Paat 

51 

51 
Sl 
51 

Jl 
s1 

52 

52 

52 
52 

52 

53 
53 

s3 

53 

s3 
13 

:: 

A. Composition of the Gcnorol Commitlee . . . . . . , , . . l-10 
I. Increase in membership , . , . , ). . . . . . . . . . . , . . ~. 7-8 
2. Absence of members of the General Committee 

elected in thair pcrsonal capacity ..#.....,...I# Y-10 
8. Functions of the Gonoral Commitme . . . . . . , . , . . . . . , 11-14 

I. Importance of the role of the General Committoe I I 
2. Adoption of the agenda and allocation of items.. 12 
3. Organizatioo of tho work of the General Assembly 13-14 

C. Waya of fncilltatiog the work of the Goncral Committce 15-16 
1. Preparatory meetln9.3 . . . . a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
2. Subsidiary organs . . . . . . . . ,.. . . . . . , . . ~. . , , , 16 

IV. AORNOA 
A. Presentation and preliminary consideration of the pro- 

vlsional agenda . , . , . . . . . , . . . . s . . . . . , . . , . , . . . . . . . 17-18 
B. Reduction In the oumbcr of ogendn items , . . , . , 19-24 

I. NonJnclusion of certsin items . . . . , . . . , . , . 19 
2. Staggering of hems over two or moro yenrs and 

grouping of related items , ~ , . . . , . . 20-21 
3. Hoferral to other organs . . . . . . . . . , . . . ., . ~. 22-23 

48 



SllO 

o* 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 

3 
3 
3 

rbly 
the 

23 
mnt 
the 
BY 

CAP1 
i71, 
)S). 
I to 
mrt 
It-v- 

CONTENTS (conthued) 

4. Non~receivabllity of cortaio additional items .... 
C. Allocation of agenda itema .......................... 

1. Dlvlaion of work among the Main Committoes . . 
2. Non-rofoerral of cortaiu itoma to two or more 

Commlttoea .................................. 
v. oMANIzAnoN OP nm wow OP nIB MAIN coMbtIlTaoa 

A. Functions of tho individual Committees .............. 
1. First comrntttoo .............................. 
2. Special Political Commiitco .................... 
3. Second Committee ............................ 
4. Third Committoo .............................. 
S. Conflicts of competonco amona Committoea .... 

B. Roloofthoprosidin~otXcors ........................ 
C. Number of Vice-Chairmen. ....................... 
D. Wopor!a of the Committooe .......................... 

VI. MAXIMUM unLIWnON OP AVAILABLE mda 
A. Plenary Assembly .................................. 

1. Conoral dobato ............................... 
(a) Fmquoncy ................................ 
(b) Orsaoization of meetings .................. 

Ii) Loogth of tho goooral debate .......... 
(ii) Closure of tho list of spoakon ........ 

(cl Length of statemoms ...................... 
(d) Submission of written statementa .......... 

2. Debato on itoms already considered in Committee 
3. Nooutilizatioo of the rostrum ................ 
4. Prorntatioo of the reports of the Main Committoos 

B. Main Committoes .................................. 
1. Nomination of ofscon ........................ 
2. Commoocemoot of work .... . ................. 
3. Progresaofwork .............................. 
4. Conoral dobato in Committee .................. 
5. Coocurront consideration of aevoral agenda itoma 
6. Establishment of subcommittees or working 

poupl ....................................... 
C. Moaeume applicable both to tho plenary Auembly sod 

totbeMalnCommitteee.. .......................... 
1. Openfo# of sneetinaa at the scheduled time .... 
2. List of rpaakon .............................. 
3. Limltlng tbo length of speecher or number of 

apeokers ...................................... 
4. Explouotions of vote .......................... 
5. Right of reply ................................ 
6. Points of order ............................... 
7. Cougrntulations ............................... 

4s 

rrqnpllr 
24 

25-211 
25-21 

28 

29-30 
32-33 
34-35 

36 
37 
38 

39-41 
42 
43 

44-53 56 
44-49 56 

44 S6 
45-46 S6 

45 J6 
46 56 

41-40 51 
49 31 
50 57 
51 31 

52-53 57 
54-66 57 
54-57 57 
58-59 58 

60 5a 
61-64 50 

63 59 

66 59 

6766 59 
67-68 39 
69-7 1 59 

72-73 59 
74-76 60 
77-78 60 

79 60 
SO-81 61 

PW 
54 
54 
I4 

54 

, / 

I 

I 

i 



.’ .  .  

j 

CONTENTS bonrlnued) 
?Wtl#?llphI 

8. Condolences .................................. 82-83 
9. Rolkall votos ................................ 84 

10. Eloctronlc dovicos ............................ 85-86 
VII. RWOLUTION~ 

A. Submission of draft resolutions ...................... 87-94 
1. Dato of submission of draft rosolutiona ........ 87-88 
2. Submission of draft resolutions in writing ...... 89 
3. Consultations ................................. 90-91 
4. Number of sponsors .......................... 92-93 
5. Timo.lopse botwcen tho submission and the con- 

sidoration of draft resolutions .................. 94 
8. Contont of rotolutions .............................. 95-96 
C. Financial implications .............................. 97-100 

1. Finnncial controls ............................ 97-98 
2. Work of the Advisory Committoo on Administra- 

tivo and Budgotnry Quostioas .................. 99 
3. Resolutions setting up now organs .............. 100 

D. Voting procoduro ................................... 101-104 
1. Required majority ............................ 101-102 
2. Moasuros to accelerate procoduros .............. 103 
3. Consensus .................................... 104 

E. Reduction in the number of rosolutlonr .............. 105 
VIII. DOCUMBNTATION 

A. Reduction in the volume of docunontation .......... 106 
B. Preparation and distribution of documents ............ 107 
C. Records of mootings and sound recordings .......... 108 

Xx. SlJBtttDlUY OROANS OF THB OENE ML ASSEMBLY 
A. Reduction of the numbor of organs .................. 109-110 
B. Compositionoforgans.. ............................ 111-114 
C. Calendar of mootings ............................... 115 

x. htBI QUBSTIONB 

A. Cmdentials of dologations .......................... 116 
B. Role of the Secmtary-General ...................... 117 
C. Secmtariat .......................................... 118 
D. Ouidanco regarding Ooneral Assembly procedure and 

l ssistanw tb pmsldiog offlcers ...................... 119-125 
1. Pmparatioa of a manual on procodum .......... 119 
2. Roprtoy of Practice of United Nations Organs. ~ 120 
3. Pmparatioa of a repertory of pnctlce on the 

ntloa o! prowdun of the Ocneral Assembly . . I . 121 
4. Remlndan of pmvious mcommondations ...... 122-123 
5. Assistance In procedural matters .............. 124-125 

R. Studies of the rules of procedure .................... 126-128 
F. Special training programme ........................... 129 
0. Rogional groups .................................... 130 

50 

PW 
61 
62 
62 

62 
62 
62 
62 
63 

63 
63 
63 
63 

63 
64 
64 
64 
64 
64 
64 

64 
64 
6S 

65 
65 
66 

66 
66 
66 

66 
66 
66 

61 
67 
67 
61 
68 

68 



PW 
61 
62 
62 

62 
62 
62 
62 
63 

63 
63 
63 
63 

63 
64 
64 
64 
64 
64 
64 

64 
64 
6S 

63 
65 
66 

66 
66 
66 

66 
66 
66 

67 
67 
61 
61 
60 
68 

I. MANDATB OF ‘IHE SPECUL CDMMITzgB 
1. The mombera of the Spsaial Committoo 4rcod that the oxi~tlna NISI 

of pro&urn worn 
achlovod not throu6 P 

nerally utiafratory and that mutt lmprovomontl would ba 
chmge~ In the n&s of prowdun but through bettor rppll- 

cation of the oxiadng ~Ioa, duo lccount b&p trkon of the concluUotu of the 
Special Committoo md of the vrdoua committeas recponslbla for mvlowhg the 
procoduroa and oreanizatlon of the Donoral Ammbly [pora. 11 01 fhr sport 01 
the Spedal Commlrrrrb]. 

2. ‘It10 Spacirl Committee consldomd, momovor, that it would be dainblc 
to mviow from tlmo to Unto the prucoduma and organization of the Oonoral 
Aasombly [~ru. 131. 

II. GENERAL OROANIZATION OF SIWIONS 

A. ~ItNtNO DATll 

3. l-b Spechl Canmittw la of tbo opinion that It would not k do&able 
to chana the drto Sxed for tho oponlng of mslonm [pm. 181. 

8. DULWION OF IIIUION~ 

4. The Special ‘Committee, not&g tbst, despha the. apprsciablu incmw 
In the number of Member States, It ha8 been possible to mtuntsin an avorago 
duration of thirtuen weeks for regular sessions, is of the view that this porlod 
should not be chnngcd and that, in any case, the session should end beforo Chrlst- 
mas [paru. 221. 

5. Tbo Special Committoo did not ondorso thu suSgoslion that the molon 
should bo divided Into twu parts. The Committoo likowiso did not ondorw the 
su~eatlon that the se&on should thaorotlonlly last II wholo year and should 
merely be rdloumod after a two-month mrln mdon [par& ZJ]. 

c. RMlDUARV BM8lONI 

6. The Special Committee dld not ondotme the IU 
of tho Ocnonl Amambly, lo k &lad a “mridurry wss on ?* 

stion that a briof meetin6 
, ml& bo hold at brad- 

of-mhlon level about the and of April for the discussion of certain rdminlatrrtive 
and routine qurctiona [pota 241. 

III. 0ENERAL CobfMflTBB 

A. Cou?oamoN 01, ‘NI O- Covvrrnr 
1. lncrau k wumbwrhip 

7. 7h Spochl Commlttw dooldad not to t&o my action on tbo qwaim 
of l ltbor mdntairdn~ or lacmaaln~ tha pmmat mrmborahlp of cbr C3o~ml 
comaltta [paw. U]. 

8. Pwtbormom, tk Spwhl commlttu did not mtalo the ml~ulolt that 
the ChaIrman of the Cmdontinlt CommIttoo abould be ruthorlzad to parUcipr(r 
in the work of the General Committee [para. 321. 

b O~clal Records of 111e General Assembly, Twcnty-slxrh Session, Supplement 
No. 26 (A/8426). 
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2. Absence ot members of the Generul Commilree elccled Ln rheir personal capaciv 

9. The Special Committee considers that the probrcms which arise when the 
Chairman or Vicc~Chalrmnn of a Main Committee cannot attend a meeting of 
the General CommlUbc would be settled for the most part if the General Assembly 
docidcd to incrcaso the number of Vice-Chairmen of ths Mnin Committees 

. [pam. 361. 
10. The Special Committee also considers that, if the General Assembly 

took such a decision, the Chairman of a Mnin Commitlcc, in dbslgnaling B Vicc- 
Chairman as his substitute, should take into account the representative character 
of the General Committee [para. 371. 

B. FUNCTIONS or THE GBNBIUL Co~~rrraa 

1. Importance of the role of rtie General Commirlcr 

II. The Special Commillec considers that the General Committee, in view 
of the functions confcrrcd on it by the rules of procedure, should play a major 
role in advancing the rational organizalion nnd general conduct of the proceedings 
of the General Assembly. The Commitloo is of the opinion that the General 
Committee should discharge completely nnd ellectivcly the functions assigned IO 
it under rules 40, 41 and 42 of the rules of procedure, the purpose of which 1: to 
assist the Assembly in the gcnarnl conduct of its work (pura. 411. 

2. Adnprlou of the agenda and allocation of ttems 

12. The Special Committee r&ommends thnt, within the framework of the 
functions conferred on it by the rules of procedure, and subject to the limitation 
prescribed in rule 40 as regards the discussion of the substance of an item, the 
Gcncrn~ Committee should cxnminc the provisional agcndn, together with the 
supplomcntary list and requests for the inclusion of additional items, more attcn- 
tlvcly and carry out more fully and consistently its functions of recommendlag 
with regard to each item its Inclusion in the ngendo. ihc rejection of the rcqucst 
for inclusion or its inclusion in the provisional nycndo of a future session, as 
well ns of allocuting items to the Muln Committees. rcgnrd being hnd to rules 99 
and 101~ of the rules of procedure, with :i view IO ensuring that all ilcms inscribed 
on the agenda can be taken up by the end of the scsslon [para. 451. 

3. Organitatlon of the work of the General Assembly 

13, The Special Commltlcc recalls the recommendation, in aubpnregraph (t) 
of General Assembly rcsolulion 1898 (XVIII),~I that ths Gencrtll Committee 
should meet at least once every three weeks. The Special Committee notes that the 
recommendation has not been complied with and expresses the hope that the 
General Committee will be able to hold more frequent meetings, in conformity 
with rule 42 of the rules of procedure, without thereby interfering with the 
normal mcctin~ schtdulc of the plenary and tho Main Committees [para. 491. 

14. The Special Committao also considers that, in the discharge of the 
functlont conferred by Nk8 41 and 42 of the de8 of procedure and subject to 
the limitation pmrcribed in rule 41 m8ardin8 the decision of any political qucatioa, 
tho General Committee ahould rcv~bw the progress of the General Atrcmbly and 
cb, Main Commiltca8 and should, a8 required, auirl and make recommbndation8 
lo tba Prasldcnt and tbhr Auembly for tha co-ordinntlon of the proceadin~ of @a 
Main Committee8 and for expditig the gerleral conduct of bU8ine88 [pora JO]. 

CRules 97 and 98 of the present rules of procedure. 
4 See nnncx IV. 
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C. WAY8 OF QKUlTATlNO THS WORK OF TttX 
QSNUAL coMMma 

1, Preparatory mretlngs 

IS. Tho Special Committee does not consider that it is in a position to 
make any recommendation with regard to the holding of preparatory meetinOl 
of tho General Committee [para. 541. 

2. Subsldlaty orgcmr 

16. Tho Special Committoo does not consider that it is in a position to 
make any recommendation with regard to the establishment of subsidiary organs 
of the Gonoral Committoo [para. 581. 

IV. AQENJlA 

A, PRBLUINTMION AND PRBLIMINARY CONSIDERATION OQ THE PROVISIONAL AOBNDA 

17. The Special Committoo, awaro of the need to assist delegations, to the 
groatost oxtont possible, to preparo for the work of the Gonoral Assembly, 
recommends to the Assembly that the Secretary-General should be requested: 

(a) To communicate to Member States, not lator than IS February, the 
unofRcia1 list of items proposed for inclusion in tho provisional agonda of the 
Assembly; 

(b) To communicate to Member States, not later than 1S Juno, an annotated 
list of items which would fndicato briefly the history of oath item, the available 
documentation, the substance of the matter to be discussed and earlier decbions 
by Unitod Nations organs; 

(c) To communicate to Member States before the opening of the session an 
addendum to the annotated lbt [paru. 64’J 

18. Furthermqre, the Special Committeo recommends that Member States 
.requesting the inclusion of an item should, if they deem it advisable, make a 
suggestion conccming it, referral to a Main Committee or to the plenary As- 
mmbly [para. 651. 

B. ~UCTIONMTHBWMIII~OQAOIIM)AllgMS 

1. Non-lncluslon of certain items 

19. Tho Special Committee, considering that the Gonoral Assembly should 
take into account the mlative importance of agenda items io the light of the 
puwses and principloa of tho Charter of tho United Nations, recommends to 
the Assembly that, in the context of rules 22 and 40 of the rules of procedure, 
Member States should take special interest in the contents of the Assembly’s 
agenda and, In particular, in deciding on the appropriate solution of questions 
or on the elhnination of items which have lost their urgency or relevance, are 
not ripr for consideration or could be dealt with and even disposed of equally wall 
by eubsidisry organs of the Qcnenl Assembly [pro. 701. 

2. Sfo#rrlng at ltemr ovw two or more years and #rouph# of related ltrmr 

20. The Special Committee consldom that the staggering of items over two 
or moro years constitutes one moans of ratlonalklng the proccdurcs of the Goneml 
Aa9cmbly [pQ?a. 741. 
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21. Moroovor, tbo Spociai Commlttoo rOcommond8 to the Gonorai Assembly 
that, as far as possibio and appropristo, roiatod itoms should be grouped undor 
th0 Sam0 tit10 [~xJIP. 751. 

3. Rejekrral IO other organs 

22. Tbo Special Committee recommends that the General Assombiy should, 
where relevant, refer specific itoms to othor Unltod Nations organs or to Spa- 
cialized agencies, taking into account the nature of the question [para. 791. 

23. The Specini Committoo also recommends that the General Asscmbiy 
should give duo weight to tho dobatos that havo takon place in othor organs 
[poru. 801. 

4. Non-receivabllily of certain oddillonol items 

24. Tho Spcciai Commiueo recommends to the Oenerai Assombiy that 
additional items, which are proposed for inclusion in the ngenda less than thirty 
days before the opening of a session, should be included only if the conditions pre- 
scribed by rule I5 of the rules of procedure aro fully satisflod [prrra. 841. 

C. ALLOCATION OP AOBNDA rrt!bfb 

1. Division of work among tka Main CommItfees 

25. The Special Committee withes to draw attention to tho importance of 
a rotionai distribution of agenda items among tbo Main Committees. la this COD- 
nexion, tho Committee, recognizing that tho structure of the Main Committow 
gives them speciaiization and experionco, rocommonds that tho allocation of agonda 
items should ba based not only on the workload of tho Committess but l im on 
the no\urc of the item, rcg:\rJ being had to rules 99 and 101’ of the ruios of 
procedure [pura. 891. 

26. The Special Committee also considers that it would bo helpful if rug- 
gostions concerning tho allocation of ltoms wero made much sarllor ao thnt Member 
States might have more time to study them [pora. 901. 

27. Lastly, the Special Committoo recommends that the Oonoral Coma&~ 
and the General Assembly should consider, in some cases, the pomlhlilty of rohr- 
ring more items directly to the pionary [para. 911. 

2. Non-retcrral of errrain items IO two or more Commffteee 

28. Tho Spociai Committeo rocOmmOnd8 to the Oononl Auombly that 
agenda items should ho so allocated a8 to onsure, as far a8 possible, that tba 
same questions or the same aspects of a question are not considerad by mom 
than ono Committee [puru. 951. 

V. ORGANIZATION.OF THE WORK OP THE MAIN COMMITTEE8 

A. FUNCTION8 OP lltI INDIWDUAL COMXtTnU 

29. Them was #anerd agreement among thr mamkn of tbo Spccirl C@m- 
mittee that a llcxlble approach should be adopted towards tbr wbok qua&ion ol 
the division of work amons the Main Committew and that ck Commlttoa should 
not mako any rocommendotion conco.min# the roforrni of spectio itott~, in order 
not to go beyond its 6eld of competence [poru. 971. 
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30. +llta Sgcchl Contmitteo, cotddorlng that the polonUll of tha sovea Main 
Committsw should be utilixsd to the full, mcommonda that the Ctenoral Assembly 
should oaauro a more balanwd division of work among the Committoes, giving 
duo account to the nature of items. The Committee do8s not, however, fool that 
it should tpscify which itoms might be transforrod from ono Committee to another 
[pant. 981. 

31. ‘Iho Spaclal Committee, mcognixfng that rho workload of a numbor of 
Committea: k oxtmmoly heavy, is of the opinion that the General Assembly 
should advise those Commhteos so to organlzo tholr work as to enable them to 
consider their agenda in the most offecdve way [puns. 991. 

I. FM Commlttar 

32. ‘Ibe Special Committee, recognizing that the role of the First 6!om- 
mines jr essentially political, recommends that this Committee devoto itself prl- 
marlly to problems of peace, security and disarmament [para. XV]. 

33, Tho Special Commit&o, not wishing to make any spa&c recommenda- 
Uon conwmlng the allocation of agenda Items, did not feel that it should take 
any decision on tho proposal that the rsports of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency and tho United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic 
RadiaUon should bo submitted to the First Commlttec [pm. 1041. 

2. Spa&l Political Commlttw 

34. ‘l%o Special Committee, rea63rmlng the major role which must be played 
by the Spccfal Political Committea and mcogaizlng further that the agenda of 
that Committee is relatively light, mcommends that the General Assembly should 
consider tranaferrfng to the Special Political Committee one or two items usually 
considered by other Committom with a viow to enuuiog a better dlvlaion of work 
among the Main Committees [pure. 1081. 

3s. Q’l~e Spa&l Coma&es did not endorse the suggestions concemlng tha 
renaming of the Spoclal Political Committee [para. 1091. 

3. S8cond CommJttee 

36. The Special Committes did not fsel that it should tako any dsob!on on 
the pmpoaala that all the social aspects of dovolopment shocld ba ded: with by 
the Second Commitleo. Accordingly, it did not endone the auggsation to change 
the nun0 of that Committee [paru. 1111. 

37. Ibo Spa&l Committee d&J not foal it should take a dsoblon on tha 
pmgwd that wmo of the item on the a@nda of the Third Comdttw should 
k tmdermd to other Maln cOmmittcw [paru. JJ7]. 

5. Confit of competence amonf Commltrea 

3g. Tin Spoofs1 Conunlttm cotuldon that conflicta of compstonco among 
the Ma& committm should ba avokbd whenever possible. Without prejudging 
the dlcidoo to ho t&w In arch indvldwl cwa, the cofmlttec WiIhM to draw 
@ta&at to tbr l xfstaaw of thfa problem and to the advfaabilfty for tha Qsnaral 
commlttm aad the Oonaral Anembly to comlder the mwt chtlve wayl of 
mdybg it [poru. 1191. 



8. ROLE OF THE PRBSIDINO OPPICBRS 

39. The Special Committee recommends to the Clencral Assembly that tho 
Chairmen of the Main Committees should fully exercise the functions assigned 
to thorn in the rules of procedure and, in particular, make rise of the prerogntivos 
given them in rule 108~ [pnra. 1231. 

40. The Special Committee also rcafllrms that tho Chairmen of tho Main 
Committees should be elected on the basis of cquitablo geographical distribution 
as well as on that of cxpericnce and competence, ns provided for in rule IOSr of 
the rules of procedure [para. 1241. 

41. The Special Committee did not endorse the suggestion that candidotcs 
should have had at least one year’s cxpcrience in one of the Main Cummittces or 
the suggestion that Chairmen should be elected at the end of the previous session 
~arci. J25] 

c. NUMBBR OF VICE-‘&LURMLlN 

42. From its own experience, the Special Committee recommends to the 
General Assembly that its subsidiary organs should consider, ;1s far us possible. 
the designation of three Vice-Chairmen in order to ensure the representative 
character of their omcers [pura. J3JI. 

D. REPORTS OF THE Co~~tmes 

43. The Special Committee, recalling General Assembly resolution 2292 
(XXII), recommends to the Assembly that the reports of the Main Committees 
should be as concise as possible and, save in exceptional cases, should not contain 
a summary of the debutes [poru. 1331.~ 

VI. MAXIMUM UTILIZATION OF AVAILABLE TIME 

(a) Frequency 

A. PLBNARY Assauatv 

1. QencraJ debata 

44. The Special Committee, recogniring the unquestionable value of the 
general debate, considers that it should continue to be held every year and that 
the time devoted to it should be utilised to the maxir,um. It wishes to stress also 
the importance of participation by Heads of State or Government, Ministers for 
Foreign Affairs and other high ofllcials as a menns of enhancing the significance 
of the general debate [poru. 1371. 

(b) Organisation of meetings 
(i) Lcngfh of the general debotc 

45. The Special Committee feels that the #enera debate would be more 
meaningful, OS fur us orpnixation was concerned, if it took place intensively and 
without interruption. Its length should not normally oxceod tpo and a half weeks 
if the time l vailpble word utilixed to the maximum fpdra. 1421. 

(ii) Closure of the list oj speakers 
46. Considering that the organization of the general debate would be im- 

proved if delegntions were required to decide more quickly when to speak, the 
Special Committee recom’mends to lbe Gcncral Assembly that the list of spcakcrs 
wishing to take part iu thr general debate should be closed at the end of the third 
day after the opening of .he debate [pnrcr. 1441. 
-I__ 

(’ Rule 106 of the present rules of procedure. 
f Rule 103 of the preent rules of procedure. 
s For the recommcndalions concerning the reports of subsidiary organs, see 

pam. 107 below. 
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(c) Length of statements 

47. Tho Special Committee, noting that during the session commemorating 
the twonty&th anniversary of the United Nations it had been posgibio to hoar a 
large numbor of spoakors during a rolotivoly short period without limiting tho 
duration of statements, considers that this result was due to a better utilization of 
the limo available and not to the Imposition of a limitation on the ioapth of 
spoochos [pura. 1471. 

48. Tho Committee notes that during recant sossions of tho General Assombiy 
the average length of speeches has been thirty-flve minutes and expresses the hope 
thot delegations will ensure that their statements will not be cxcess]vely long 
[para, 1481, 
(d) Submission ot written statements 

49. Tho Special Committoo considers that tho submission of written statc- 
mettls should not be formally insthutod with regard to the general debato [para. 
ISI. 

2. Debate on ifems already considered in Committee 

50. The Special Committea is of tho opinion that rule 68s of the rules of 
procedure has been applied judiciously and with satisfactory resutts [para. 155). 

3. Non-utllization of the rostrum 

51. The Special Committoo thinks that it would bo useful to draw the atton- 
tion of representatives to the possibility of spoaking without going to the rostrum. 
It considers, however, that in all cases it is for representatives to decide whother 
they prefer to speak from their seats or from the rostrum, whether on a point of 
order, for an explnnation oi voto or in exercise of their right of reply [para. 1571. 

4. Presentation of the ret ,rts of the Main Committees 

52. The Spociai Committoo wishes to recall the recommendation made io 
1947 by the Committee on Procedures and Organization of the Oenerai Assembly 
thnt Rapporteurs should not read out their reports in plenary meotingst It wishes 
to stress that the prosontation of roports in plenary meetings should bo limited 
to brief introductory stalemanta [para. 1581. 

53. Tbo Special Committoo rocommonds also that the General Assembly 
should co&m the practice whereby certain related reports of a non-controversial 
nature may bo introduced simuitaneousiy to the plenary Assembly by the 
Ropportour [pora. 159). 

B. MAIN CoMMn'raes 

1. Nomination of oficers 

SJ. Tho members of the Special Committee aarood that the nominotion of 
*cmdidrteo invoivod a significant loss of time. They also reco@zod thrt the terma 
of rub 101 of the rules of procodum. which provided that eioclionr should be hold 
by wcrot ballot, no Ionsor corrorponded to tbo proaont practice, oinw in moot 
caso~, as o rorult of prior consultations, thero was only one candidate for each 
post and voting by secret ballot was therefore superfluous [para. J6Jl.l 

55. The Special Committee. bearing in mind nnrticnlnrlv the financial imuli. 
calions of such a procedure, did not retain the sug$cstion thai nominations should 
be made in writing [IJam. 1621. 

h Rule 66 of the present rules of procedure. 
1 Ofkiat Rrcords 01’ I/W Gotrral Assembly, Second Se;sion, Plenary Meetings, 

vol. II, annex IV, document A/388, para. 26, 
J Ruio 105 (now rule 103) was subsequently amended (see introduction, 

para. 30(e)). 



J6. Purchcrmoro, in view of the dictates of courtesy and tho pnssibilily that 
casoe might arise in which nominocs would not bo known unlil the last momant. 
the Special Commiltca did not doom il odvisnblo to dispense complcloly with the 
oral nomination of candidatoa Ipar& 1631. 

57. The Spcci~l Committoc considon that tho nomlnnlioa of cnodidatas 
should bo limited to ono stntomcnt for each candidate, after which tho Commiltoo 
would proccod to the oloction immcdiutoly. Tho Spocisl Committoo considorr, 
however, that tho goncrnl principle that elections nro hold by sccrot ballot should 
bo rotninod [para. J64. 

2. Commencement of work 

58. The Special Committoo rocommonds ~hrt all the Main Commltt008, with 
the posrihla oxcaption of the First Committee, should bogin their work on lho 
worlring dny following the roccipt of tho list of items roiorrod to them by the Oon- 
oral Assembly [para. 1701, 

59. Tho Special Commktco also rccommonds thnt the First Committw 
should bo roady to moot whonovor no pionnry mooting of the Assombly is bo&S 
held tpara. 1711. 

3. Progress 01 work 

60. Tbo Special Committee rocommonds that the Main Committea should 
from limo IO time roviow the progress of their work @~a. 1761. 

4. General debtie In Commflfee 

61. The Special Committoe, while rocognizing the unquoatlonablo uscfulnam 
and importnnco of the gonoral dobatc, considers that Chairmon should cncourar 
the Main Committcos: 

(a) To rocogaizs tho advisability of shononing the ocncrrl dobalo. whonovor 
that is possiblo without dotrimont IO the work of the Committees; 

(b) To extend, whonovor appropriate, the practice of holdins a single dobato 
on rolatod and logically linked agenda horns [para. J80]. 

62. The Special Committee recognises that a goneral debate on quoslionr 
previously considcrod by a United Nations organ and covomd by a report of tho 
organ concerned should bo rctaincd. The Committco, however, draws the attcnllon 
of the Chairmen of the Main Committees to the possibility of consulting their 
Commilloes in every cnab when a general dohsto on a certain item duos not seem 
IO be needed. The Chairmen may resort to this practice IO ascertain in particular 
whether the Commhtocs desire to hold a general dobato on ovory quostlon nfomd 
to them by other orpn, Ipara. J8Jl. 

63. At the samr time, ho Special Commlttee wishes to nrfllrm tbnt ck 
general d&ate IWOI a necosoary and very useful purpuse in the work of Ihe Maln 
Commlaeeo and that ita organlution ahuuld in oo clroumrtances be than 

Td without cbo consont of the Committees concomod, wblcb therefore should deo do 
on the applicability of fho above-mentioned suggestions [pare. J821. 

64. The Special Commillce did not deem it approprintc lo mnkc n rcconl- 
mcndation concerning lbc suggestion lhnl dclcgalions sharing lbc same point of 
view could USC a spokesman who would rxpress those views in n singlc slule~lle~~l. 
Nor did the Commillee rclain the suggeslion lhat lbc consideration of ccrlsin items 
already dcbnlcd in previous sessions migbl bc introduced by spccinlly appointed 
rapportcurs who would suuuuuriu: the muin issues emerging from previous dcbatcs 
[para. 183]. 
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5. Concurrrnt conrldrraflon 01 several agenda lfcmr 

65. ‘I% Spoclal Committee considom that In certain cases, whoa a Main 
Commltter cannot proceed with Its discussion of one item, 0 should bo proparod 
to bc~in conaldering the next item on its rgonde Ipara. 1871. 

6. ~JlOb~iJhmtnl of JubcommfflceJ or worklnt groups 

66. The Spatial Committee wishes to remind tho Gcnoral Aasombly of tho 
doslrablllty of the Main Commlltces’ making use of subwmmltteos or working 
groups [para. 1881. 

C, MLWUBBS APPLICWLB BOTH TO THE PLENARY ANTSILY 
AND TO THB h!AlN COMMll-rEW 

1. Open@ o/ meetings at the scheduled tlma 

67. ‘3710 mombom of the Special Commlttco agreed that the Oonoral Assam- 
bly would operato much moro ottlciontly if tbo prerldln& ofticors mado a special 
oCCort to open mootlog, et the :chodulod t&no [para. 1901. 

68. The Spocid &nmitlee did not ondorae the sug3estioa lo have meolinSs 
beSin at 9.30 a.m. end 2.30 p.m. in view of the practical dllflcultlor that ouch o 
meuum would entoil [pura. 1921, 

2. LIJI of spcaken 

69. The Specie1 Camhlw mcommondr to the C3eaoral Assembly that the 
Pmaldont of the Aecembly or the ChaInnon of a Main Committee should, anen 
rhor lhe bglnoin~ of the dobrto on on item, indicate l date for the clorlng of the 
Lt of qwrkon. He ohould eodorvour to hove the list of opoakom closed et the 
FoM&l afler one lhird of lhe mwtlnc, allocated to the itom hove boon held [pora. 

70. Moreover, the Spaold Committee consldom thrt epoakom lould, u Cu 
oo poniblo, ovoid puttInS down their namer to speak on a given Item and et the 
oame time indlcotlnS an rltometivr meetinS If thoy em unable IO koop to tholr 
od&iNl #h&llr m, au]. 

71. PInoIly, the Special Committee wiaho~ to roe&m the practice whomby 

P 
m:ldln# o&em ohould invite mpreaontativo: to epoak In tbo order of tholr 

wofiplio~~ 00 the l&t OC spwkom, on the undomtendiog that those prevented from 
doioa N ehould noonnrUy be moved to the and of the Iiet, unlou they luvo 
rrma6od to chant plocee with aher mpmeontrtiveo [porcr. 204. 

3. Llmttln# thr Irwth of qwchrr or number oj rpmkm 

12. no thUIdltW whhw to clmm lbu lhe u~ndn~eot on lhb oubjoctk io 
d a purely t&sbel c&urn, ita 0aJy purpnw bein to Umit the aumkr 0C rorm. 
~~llvrrwhoGoUtd~Oor~OP#1eubminrdunbr~74~ 111 aC 
lba nUn of proc&m @an. 2JO]. 

73, With regard to tho general question of settinS P time4mlt on Intcrvcn. 
Ilons, the Spcinl Commlttec, while rccognizlng thn~, in so far as posslblc, state- 
meals should bc kept brief no na :o allow all dclcgations to present the views OC 
Ihcir Oovcrnmontlr, considers (hot no rigid rule on the question could bc npplicd 
[pura. 2111. 

k SW itrtroduotion, pam. 30(c). 
I Hulcs 72 and I14 of the prcscnt rules of pmccdure. 
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4. Exp1ar1aflon.s of vote 

74. Tho Special Committco considers thnt, in oxp:aining their votes, dclcgn- 
tioos should limit thoir StPlcmcnts IO an oxplnnnrion, as brief us porsiblc, of their 
own VOICS and should not uso tho occusion lo rcopcn tho debuto Ipaw. 2161. 

73. Tho Spociul Comrnittco also considcn thut presiding oficcrs should bc 
oncouragod IO use, whcnovcr they deem it uppropriulc, their powers under rules 
90 and 12911’ of thc rules of proccdurc [/~rcc, 2171. 

76. Finnlly, the Special Committee recommends to the Gencrnl Assembly 
that a dclcgation should explain its vota only once on lhc Ynmo proposal. in cithcr 
a Mnin Commit\ce or n plcnnry meeting, unless tho dclcgnlic~n considers il csscn- 
tial to oxplnin it in bolh meclings. II rccommcnds furlhcr th;lt tho sponzor of n 
drnft resolution ndoplcd by II Mnin Commiuce should refrain from cxplnining ils 
vote during the considcrnlion of thnt draft rcsolutlon in tho plcnnry unless it deems 
it osaontlnl to do so Lparu. 2181. 

3. Itlgllf o/ rcpl, 

77. The Special Committee recommends lo the Gcncrol Assembly thnt dolo- 
pations should uso restraint in tho oacrciso of their right of reply, both in plcnnry 
mootings nnd in tho Main Commlttces, and thst their stntcmcnts in cxercisc of 
that right should ho ns brief ns possible [pctrcc. 22Jj. 

78. The Speciul Committee rccommcnda. furthermore, that stnlcmcnls made 
in tho exorcise of tho right of,rcply should be dolivcred, ns II gencr;d rule, n1 the 
end of mcotings [para. 2241. 

6. Pofnfs of order 

79. The Special Committoo rscommonds to tho Oencrnl Assembly tho 
adoption of the following toxt as a description of the concept of n polnt of ordor 
[para. 2291: 

“(a) A point of order is bsaically an intorvontion diroclcd lo tho prc- 
aiding olllcer, roquertlng him IO mnko uso of somo powor inherent in his otllcc 
or specilknlly givon him undor the rules of procoduro. II may, for oxnmplo, 
rolato to the mannor in which the debato Is conducted, to tho malntenancc 
of ordor, lo tho obsorvanco of tho ruler of procedure or to tho way In which 
prosidlng ofkcrs exorcise tho powors conferred upon them by the rules. 
Uador a point of ordor, a roprosontatlvo may request tho prosiding officer to 
apply a certain rule o! procedure or ho mny question tho way in which the 
oftlcor rppllor tho rule. Thur, within the scope of the rules of procedure, 
roprosontativos are ennblcd to direct tho attcntlon of the presldlng offlcor lo 
violations or mlseppllcations of the rules by other representntives or by the 
proriding okor himself. A point of ordor has pncodonco ovor any other 
mnttor, including procedural motions (rules 73 [I 14]n l d 79 [IZO]o). 

“fb) POinls of order raised under ~10 73 [I 1410 iavolvo questiona 
Mcoultrtlng I ruling by the pmiding ofkor, rubject to mribla appeal. They 
am thoroforo dilnct from the procedural motions provided for In ruler 76 
[ I17]P to 79 1 120j” which cm bo dooidod only by I voto and on which moro 
thun one motion may be entertained at the snmo time, rule 79 [ IZO]” laying 
down the procedcnce of such motions. They nre nlso distinct from rcqucsts for 

~- 
I” Rules RR and 128 of lhe prescnl 1.111cs of procedure. 
n Rule 71 [ I131 of the prescnc rules of procctlure. 
“Rule 77 II91 of lhe prcsenl IIIICS of procedure. 
P Rule 74 IlG’) of the present rules of proccdurc. 1 
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ittformatlon or clariflcatlon, or from romarh mlating to matorlal Urulp 
monls (seating, lntorpretation system, temperature of the room), documents, 
translations etc., which-while they may havo to bo dealt with by tbo prosId* 
ing ofllcor-do not roquiro rulings from him. However, in established United 
Nations pmclice, a roprcscntativc intending lo submit a procedural motion 
or 10 seek informntion or clarification often rises to ‘a point of ordor’ as a 
means of obtaining the floor. Tho latter usage, which is based on practical 
grounds, should not be confused with the raising of points of order under 
NlO 73 [ 1141.” 

“(c) Under rule 73 [ ll4l.n a point of order must bo immediately 
docldod by tho prosiding otllccr in accordance with the rules of proccduro: 
any nppoal arising therefrom must also be put immcdintcly lo the ~010. I1 
follows that as a general rule: 

“(i) A point of order and nny appeal arising from a ruling thereon is 
not debatable; 

“(ii) No point of ordor on tho same or a difforont subject can be por- 
m&cd until the initial point of order and any appeal arising thoro- 
from have been disposed of. 

“Nevertheless. both the presiding oi%ccr and delegations may request 
informalion or clerillcation regarding a point of ordor. In addition, tho 
presiding officer may, if ho considers il necessary, request an oxprcssion of 
views from delegations on a point of order before giving his ruling: in the 
exccptionnl cases in which this practice is resorted 10, the presiding officer 
should terminate the oxchange of views and give his ruling as soon as he is 
rcndy lo announce that ruling. 

“(tf) Kulc 73 [ 114]n provides that a represcntativo rising lo a point of 
order may no1 speak on Iho substance of the matter under discussion. Conso- 
qucntly, lho purely procedural uuture of points of order calls for brevity. The 
presiding officer Is responsible for eusuring Ihal statements made on a point 
of order nre in conformity with the present description.” 

7. CongratuliXions 7. CongratuliXions 

80. 80. The Special Committee is of the opinion Ihat it would bc bettor lo retain The Special Committee is of the opinion Ihat it would bc bettor lo retain 
tbo curmnt practice of tho tbo curmnt practice of tho 
Prccidoat arc conflnod to Prccidoat arc conflnod to brie brie P P 

lenary Assembly whereby congratulations to tho lonary Assembly whereby congratulations to tho 
remarks included in the spcochos mado during tbo remarks included in the spcochos mado during tbo 

ponoral dobato [para. 2331. ponoral dobato [para. 2331. 

81. 81. Wilh regard to subsidiary organs of the General Assembly, the Spcclal Wilh regard to subsidiary organs of the General Assembly, the Spcclal 
Committee recommends that, in the cnse of a newly established organ or of tbc Committee recommends that, in the case of a newly established organ or of tbc 
rotntion of officers on on cxirling one, congratulations IO Iho Chairmnn should bc rotntion of officers on on cxirling one, congratulations IO Iho Chairmnn should bc 
ucpresscd only by Ibc temporary Choirmnn and congratulalions lo other officers ucpresscd only by Ibc temporary Choirmnn and congratulalions lo other officers 
should he exprc\~cd only hy the Chairmon [para. 2371.9 should he exprc\~cd only hy the Chairmon [para. 2371.9 

8. Condokncer 

8% ‘II0 Special Committee recommends lo the Ocaoral Assembly that 
condolences addrcrscd to a dclegafion on Ibo death of a prominent person or In 
the event of a disaster should he expressed solely by the President of the General 
Assembly, by ihc Chairman of n Main Conmu’~tee or by the Chnirmnn of a 
subsidiary organ on behalf of all members. Whcrc circumstances wnrrnnt it, Lho 

_.-_ 
‘I For congrnlnlations in the hlniu Committee\, see rule 110, adopted on the 

rccommcndnlion of the Special Committee. 
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Pr4oidont of the Choral Aaaombly might call a rpeclal plenary mcetiag for that 
purpose tJWa. 2421. 

83. ‘I%o Special Committoo momovor lakes noto of the practice whereby tbo 
Prosldont of tho Cloncral Aascmbly, on behalf of all mombors, dlspatchar a cable 
to tbo country concerned tpara. 2rJ]. 

9. Rolk411 votes 

84. Tt~o Spcclal Commltteo, wbilu bsliovia~ that thare Is no naad to chanp 
tho rulo~ of procoduru rolatlag 10 roll-call VO~OS, mcommonds that dclo~atioaa 
should endeavour not to roquost such a vote oxcopt wbon thorn are good and 
sound roaaons for doing 80 [para, 2471. 

10. Elecfronfc devlcee 

83. ‘I’hs Spoclal Commitl4o did not bollovo that It should oxprosa any vlewa 
oh the pDsslble use of an eloclronlc voting system by a11 Commlttcoa, &co tho 
question of the Installa!ioa of mechanical moana of vo(ing was included In the 
draft aBonda of the Iwonty-sixth s&on of tho Oaneral Aassmbly b,nru, 2491. 

86. Tbo Special Commlttoo did not rotaln ths su~~ostlon that a mschanlcal 
or oloctronic timin dovice might bc installad In Iho Oonoral Asaombly Hall and 
the Main Cornmitt rooms [pm. 2501. 

VII. RESOLUTIONS 

A. SUaMMaION OF DRAFT a8SOLUtlONS 

I. D4re oj submiJslon of dr4fr resolufione 

87. Tho Spoclal Committoo rscommonda to tbo Oonsral Auombly that 
draft resolutiona rhould bo rubmltted aa early III possible 80 aa to give drbatoa 
a mom concrelo chamctor, It considers, howsvor, that no ripld ruts rhould bo 
aatablishad in the mattar, slnca It ia for dalsgatlonr lo datarmlna, In aach case, 
the mDst approprlato momont for submiaing draft resolutions [para. 25I]. 

88. SD aa to onsum thal debate8 take ehapo as quickly a8 pasaiblo without 
making It mandatory for dsle~ationr lo submit a formal dmft m$olution, tbo 
Spoclal Commiltee also conrldors that dologationa mlsht msort moro ofton to tbo 
pomlbility of clrculatinp dmft rorolutionr U informal workinS papen which would 
provldo a bnrlc for the diecuulon but whor contonlr would be rtrictly proviriona~ 
Iporcl. IS]. 

2. SubmissIon of drojt resulutlons In wrlrlna 

89. Becauao of the appnciable lose of tlmo that such a procsduro could 
onlail, the Special Committee decldrd not to ondorse tho eu#Sartlon thrt propouts 
and amendmenta thould be submitted la wrItInS only fp4m. 254. 

3. conanllal~on8 

90. Tbo 8poclal Commit#, moqrWnS the 
tauoIloI kliova that dNe#ouOna eholud raploro 

iodbputrbk value of ooaad. 
0 

nomtlatod texta. It coneMom, howovor, that tha lnltla VI for mob ooneuItotiom Y 
avonua for ad* u 

muat rolt rolsly with tho dolopatlons concomod and can, under no circumrtancoa, 
be dictated in nmdntory provisions [paw. 2581. 

91. The Special COoltIIittCa cd80 bebwxi thnr the Chaimon of UIO MaIn 
Committoes should be invited to lxnr in mind tbo possibility of eetabllahln~, whore 
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open, aa appropria10, to intorortod dologatlonn. II doer 

not, howawr, ootuldor it advhblo to contomplato tho ortablbbmont of ruab 
working groups whonovor two or moro draft rcaolutlons hnve boon intrcducod on 
1ha Iam0 mxttor [gum. 2291. 

4. Number of sponsors 

92. Tho Special Commhtoo did not endorse the auggoatlon that the numhr 
of ~ponoon of a draft rosolutlon thouId bo Ilmltod [pora. 269]. 

93, Tho Spoclal Commltloo dosr, howovor, wish to draw attontlon m tho 
praotlcc whoroby the sponaon of a propoaal docldo whotbor other dologationo 
can bocomo co.spoasors [para. 26l]. 

S. TlmeJapse between the submlseion and the conslderatlon oj draft resolurlonr 

94. The Spoclal Commlttoo, while rocognlxing the dlfllcultlos oxporloncod 
by wmo dologations in w~ultlng tholr Covorrunonb wlthln tho thno lald down 
by rules 80 and l2lr of tho rules of procedure, does not doom It advisable to 
propur an amondmont to thoao rules [pura, 2651. 

B. CONYENT OP anaolunoua 

91. The Special Committoo b of the oplnlon that tbo wordlng of rololutlo~, 
to bo offoatlvo, mull bo aa clear and ~ucclnct as pouiblo. It rocognlxoa, howovor, 
that only tho dologatlona concorned can decide upon tho contont of the proporal& 
whlab they aro rponaoring [para. 2671. 

96. Tho Spoclal Commliieo also wiahos IO emphasise that the toxt of a 
draft rosolrltlon should not go boyand 1ho compctonco of the Commliioo in which 
it is aubmlttod. Whore, howovor, it is ruggoslod that a draft rosolutlon dooa no, 
tho Spoclal Commliioo foolr that it ia up to the Couuniiiee concorned to tuko 
a docition in the mattor [para. 2681. 

c. PlNANCIALIH?uCAnONa 

1. Financial controls 

97, ‘rho Spoclrl Committee feels that the provisions of ruler 154 and 12s’ 
of tho ~108 of procoduro am ratirfactory and :bould bo strictly appllod [para. 
272) 

90. The Spoclal Commi1toe is also of the opinion that the llnrncial imp& 
oationr of draft rowlutionr should bo viewed In terms of ao over-all a~onmont 

‘of prioritioc and that tha principal organs should sivo careful consideration to 
thr draft rosolution~ adoptod by their subrldlary organs whoro such draft, call 
for tho approprlatlon of fund, [pura. 2721. 

2. Work of the Advlrory Commlrtee on Admlnisrrarlve and Bndgeta~ Queerlone 

99. The Spoolal Committoe ncognirn that tho Advisory Committoo on 
AdnUnkcnllw and Bud~etuy Quolons obnuld meat mom fraquantly, but doo8 
not conrldor itrelf quaMod 10 mako dotalled recommendations on the matter 
[pam. 2751. 
--a- 

r Hules 78 and 120 of the prcsenl rules of procedure. 
*Kulcs 153 and IS4 of 1bc yresctlr rules of procedure. 
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3, R#durlons sotlng up MU 0raan.v 

100. While acknowledging that now orgona should bc sot up only aftor 
maturo consideration, tho Spoclal Committoo boliovos that it would bo inadvisable 
to amond tho rules of procodurc and lay down bnrd and fast rules in tho mattor 
[para. 2771. 

D. VOTINO PROCEDURR 

101. ‘l’ho Special Committee considers that rules 88 and 1271 of the rules 
of procoduro should bo loft unchanged [para. 2821. 

102. The Special Committoo also considers that the suggostlon rofermd to 
in paragraph 279 of the report Is unncceptablo and, moroovor, goes boyoad its 
mandate [para, 2831. 

2. Measures IO accelerate procedures 

103. Tho Spoclal Committoc, recalling the roconuncndalions which it has 
made olsowhore concoming dobato on itoms already considered lo Committoo 
(soo am. SO above) and roll-cull votes (sco para. 84 abovo), focls that It la 
inadv sable to make any changes in thc~rolcvanl provisions of the rules of procodurcr P 
[pare, 2871. 

3. ConsQnsus 

104. Tho Special Commiltoo conaidrra that the adoption of docisions and 
resolutions by consensus is desirablo when it contributes lo the effective nnd lasting 
sottlomonl of difforencos, thus strongthaning the authority of the United Nations. 
It wlshas, howcvcr, to cmphasizo that the right of ovory Mcmbor State to WI 
forth its vlows in full must not be prcjudicod by this procoduro [para. 2891. 

E. REDUCTION w THII NUWIER OP RBSOLU’I~ONS 

10s. Tho Spccinl Commitleo did not endorse thc suggestions aimed at 
reducing the number of resoluttons adopted by tho General Assembly [para. 2931. 

VIII. DOCl!MPNTATION~ 

A. REDUCTION IN THE VOLUMU OF DOCUMBNTATION 

106. Tho Special Commitleo recommends that tho General Assembly should: 
(a) Draw attention to the provisions of its resolutions 2292 (XXII) and 

2538 (XXIV) tummarizod iu document A/INF/ 136, and stress rho need for strict 
adhoronco lo them, not only in Icttcr, but alro in spirit, by hlcmber States and 
also, in tho light of hs internal rules, by the Socretnriat; 

(b) lnstrnct IIS subsidiary organs IO include in tho ngonda of oath sosslon 
an horn on the control and limitation of the documentation of tho orann itwlf 
In the spirit of paragraph 3 of Goncral hssombly resolution 1272 (XIII) [para. 
Joe], 

8. PlEhATlON AND Dl!iTWllUTlON OF DOIXMENT~ 

107. Tba Sjreclal Commitleo mcommesdo to the Oenoral Awmbly tbrt: 
(a) Timely dbtributton of documonto In all workin langurgor louId k 

ocrupulously observed; 

1 Ilt~lcs R6 untl 126 of the prc~nt rules of proccdurc. 
u SW also resolution 2836 (XXVI). 
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(b) Ail rho subsidiary organs of tho Ooaoral Assembly should bo roquirod to 
compioto their work and submit their reports beforo tho opening of oacb WUlar 
session of tho Assombiy; 

(c) Reports to bo considorod by tho Ooaorai Assembly should bo as bdof as 
powiblo and contain precise information conlined to a description of tho work 
done by tho organ concomod, to the conclusions it has roacbod, to its decisions 
and to the rccommondations mado to the Assembly; tho reports should include, 
whore appropriate, a summary of proposals, conclusions and recommendations. 
As a rule, no previously issued matoriai (working papors and other basic docu- 
ments) should bo incorporated In or appendod to such reports, but, wboro 
necessary, roforrod to; 

(d) Taking into account the naeds of Member States, the numbor of copios 
of roports and othor United Nations documents should, whenever appropriate, bo 
limited, ix., they should be issued in tho /L. series [prim. .W4].r 

C. RBCORDS OF MEBTINOS AND SOUND RBCORDINOS 

108. The Speclai Committee rccommonds that rule 60, as revised,” should 
bo applied in accordance with the followlng observations: 

(a) Summnry records should continua to be provided for the Oencral Com- 
mittoo and for all Main Committees other than tho First Committee; 

(b) The General Assombiy, on the rocommcndation of the General Com- 
mlttoo, should decide annually whether tho option that has traditionally been 
approved for the Spoclal PolitIcal Committoo to have, on speclflc request, tran- 
scriptions of the dobatos of some of its meetings, or portions thereof, should be 
maintained: 

(c) The provision of summary records to subsidiary organs should be 
roviowod periodically by tho Oonoroi Assombly in the light of the report of the 
Joint InspectIon Unit on the use of minutes instead of summnry records, nnd 
of tho commenls of the Secretnry-General and rhc Advitory Committee on 
Adminlstrotive and Budgetary Questions thereon;x 

(d) Sound recordings should be kopt by the Secretariat In accordance with 
its practice [poru. 3091. 

i 

b 

I 

IX. SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

A. REDUCTION OF THE NUMUW~ OF OROANS 

109. Tho Special Committoo rocommonds that the Oonorol Assombly should 
roviow, either poriodiceiiy or whon considering their reports, the usofulnoss of its 

a various subsidiary orBans [para. JJJ]. 
110. The Special Committee also recommends that the Gcnorai Assembly 

should conaldor tho possibility of meruing somo of these organs [para. SJI]. 

B. cObl?OSITlON 01 OROANS 

11 I. Tho Special Committoo considers that membership of a body depands 
on lb0 natum and function of that body and that it cannot, therefore, k subjact 
to any gansral rule [pwu. 318) 

‘For the rocommendntions concerninn the reuorts of the Main Committees. 
see Parr. 43 above. 

- . 
w Rule 58 of the pru\cnt rules of proccdurc (see inlroduction, para. 30 (n)). 
xE/480? and Add.1 and 2. 
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112. The SpeCiti ~a~llitta0 iI O!  th0 Op&liOn that NbddiVy OF Of th. 
Ooneral Assembly should, where appropriate, havo the authority to invite a 
Member State which is not a member of tho organ conwmod to participate with- 
out VOIO in tho discussion of a mattor which tbo organ conalden to be of pulioulu 
intorort to that Mombor State [paru. 3J9]. 

113. The Special CommIttoo b also of the opinion that the composition Of 
subsidiary organs should be subject 10 porlodlc change [para. 3201. 

114. Finally, tho Special Committoo considers that visits of subsidiary organs 
away from their normal mooting places should be authorizad by the Oonoral 
Assambly only whon tho nature of the work renders such visits ossmtlal [pwa 
3211. 

c. CALXNDAX OF YaxnNal 

113. The Special Committee recommends to the OonorP Assembly that tha 
Sacrotary-Ooaeral should play a gmator rolo in draw&g up the calendar of 
moot@, it being understood that in ovory case the 5al docislon resta with the 
organ concorned [paro. 3231. 

X. OTHJZR QUESTJONS 

A. chaDBNllAlA OF DBLJSAnON8 

116. Tho Special Committee, while awaro of tho problems posed by the 
non-mcognilion by the Oonoral Assembly of a dolegation’s crodontlals, feols that 
it is not in a position to make any proposal on tho matter [pora. 3271. 

B. Rota OF m Sacaarhllu-OWML 
117. The Special Committoo is of tho opinion that the Secmtary-Ooneral 

should play an active role In making suggestions with regard to the organlzation 
of soasians, iI being understood that Iho 5al decision on the recommendations ho 
makes 110s with rho Oonoral Asembly [para. 33J) 

c. SXCWTANAT 

118, The Special Committoo considers that the question of the morganiution 
of tho Sccrotarirl, however valid it might be, does not coma within its term of 
reference. It is of the opinion, themfore, that it should not make any mcom- 
mondation on the matter [puru. 3331. 

1. Prrparatlon ot a manual on proceduw 

119. Tim Special Committee recommends that tho Ooaoral Amembly should 
consider mquosting tbo Secretary-Oeaoral to prepare a systematic and compro- 
bnsive compilation of tho conclusions which tho Assembly may adopt on tk 
basis of the nporu o! tho Special Committee and of tho Joint Jnspction Unit, 
this compilation lo form ao annex lo the ~10s of prowdwa of tbo OeWra! 
Asnmbly [paw. 3391. 

a. mpuiory oj Pmctb o/ Udtd Naiow Otwu 
1% Thospooialoommltur,~tbotmfulwmofun~a/ 

Prorflw o/ Unlwd Nabno Orgay, oxpronos tho how that it will k broudit op 
to dale as quickly as poaiblo [puru. 34J]. 
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3. PrtparaUoa of a rtptrlory o/ pracfict on fht rults of proctdurt of rhe Gtntral 
Asstmbly 

121. The Special CommittOo did not cousidor that it should ondorso the 
proposal to issue a ropertory of practice on tho ~108 of procedure of tho Ooncrsl 
Aasombly [para. 3441. 

4. Rtmlndtrt 01 prtvlow rtcommtndarlotu 

122. It was suggested that at the bcglnning of tho cession tho Prosldont of 
tho Oonoral Assembly should romlnd tho Assembly of, and particularly invito tbo 
attention of the Chairmon of Main Committees to, tho recommendations for lm- 
proving the molhods of work which woro 8peciRcally approved in General Assembly 
resolution 1898 (XVlll).Y While thero was gcnoral agrocmdnt on the principle 
undcrlylng that suggestion, tho Special Committoo did not feol that it need mako 
any spociflc recommendation in that regard [parcu. 345 and 3461. 

123. The Special Committee did not retain tho suggestion that the report of 
tho Ad Hoc Committoo on the Improvomont of the Methods of Work of the 
Oonoral Assembly~ should ba reissued on account of the Rnancial implications that 
tuch a moasuro would ontall [paw HS and 3461. 

5. AuMnct in proctdural malltrs 

124. The Special Committee notod that it was not poaiblo to assign a 
mcmbcr of the Ofico of Legal Aflairs continuously to each of tho Main Com- 
mlt~eos but thot legal advice was always furnished, oithor orally or in writing, 
when rOqUC8ted [pwa. 3481. 

125. The Spcclal Committee did not consider that it should make any 
recommendation on the proposal that the President of the General Assembly and 
the Chairmen of Main Committees should enlist several assistants under them, 
both from the Secretariat and, whcrcvor possible, from the delegations thcmso]vos, 
to whom they would allocate items on the agenda for the purpose of closely 
following them up wlth the delegations directly concerned and cxpoditiog the 
progress of tbo Ooneral Assembly Iparas. 347 and 3481. 

E. STtJDlxe iv Tlfx xtJt.xd OF ?xt%mwxB 

126. Tho Spoclal Commlttoo did not consider that it should retain tbr rug- 
gOstion8 concetnlng the insertion lc t):o tules 01 procedure of tho Oonoral Assembly 
of provisions similar to chow in thr rules of procedure of the Economic and 
Social Council [Pam. 3521. 

127. The Special CommittoO took no!o of the proposal concsralng a corn. 
’ parativo study of lbo rules of procoduro of the Oenoral Assembly aod tbos0 of 

tbo governing bodias of the speciallsod agencies and suggests that the United 
Nation8 lnstiluto for Training and Rewarch rhould consider uttdoriaklng such a 
pro]oct [plrra. 3331. 

128. Lautly, tho Special Committee mcommonds to tbo Ootteral Auembly 
that the Secretariat should bc lnslructed to undertake a comparative study of chr 
wrsioos of the Oensral AssOmbly’a rule1 of procedum in tba vu&us o&lal 
Ixn(uaIoa In order to onwe their concordutce @am. 3341. 

tSO.XOWXIV. 
10 

ps 
dal RICO& of tht Gtntral Atttmbly, El#hrttnlh Stat/on, Anntxtt, 

agenda tom 25, document A/5423. 
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129. The Special Committee, aware of the training problems facing deloga- 
lions, particularly as regards nowly arrived representatives, suggosls that the Unitod 
Nations Institute for Training and Kcsoarch should consider ways of helping to 
solve those problems [pnrn. 3561. 

0. b3IONAL OROUPS 

130. The Special Committee endorses the suggestion that the namos of 
chairman of ihe rcglonal groups for tho month should bo published in the 
lortr~ul of rlre United Nations and recommends that it should be loft to the Sccre- 
lariat IO decide how ofton it should be applied [paros. 357 and 3581. 
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ANNEX VI 

Dedsloa 34/401 on the mtlonallaatlott of the procedures aad organkation 
of the General Aswmblyn 

I. OROANIUTION OF THE SESSION 

1. The General Commitlee should, at the OUISCI of ench session, consider 
how the work of the session can best be rationalitcd. 

2. The General Committee should also meet periodically throughout the 
session to review the progress of work nnd IO make rccom~~cndarions IO the Gen- 
eral Assembly on the general programme of the session and on measures aimed at 
improving its work. 

3. Both plenary and committee meetings should begin at 10.30 a.m. and 
3 p.m. and, in order to expedite the work of the General Assembly, all meetings 
should begin promptly at the scheduled time. 

C. A//ocaf/on of ifrms 

4. Substantive items should normally be discussed initially in a Main Com- 
miucc and. therefore, items previously allocated to plenary meelinps should hence- 
forth be referred to a Main Commitlee unless there are compelling circumb(anccs 
requiring their continued consideration in plenary meeting. 

D. Gct~eral d&are 

5. Out of consideration for the other speakers and in order to preserve the 
dignity of the general debate, delegations should refrain from expressing their 
congratulations in the General Assembly Hull after a speech has been delivered. 

6. Explanations of vote should bc limited to ten minutes. 
7. When the same draft resolution is considered in a Main Committee and 

in plenary meeting. a delegnlion should. as far as posbiblc, explain its vole only 
once, i.e., either in the Committee or in plenary meeting. unless that delegation’s 
YOM in plonsry me&# is ditlorcn( from ilr vote in the Committee. 

8. Delegations should exercise their right of reply at the end of the day 
whcnevcr two rucelings have been scheduled for th:u day and whcncvcr such mcct- 
ings are dcvotcd to the considcrnlion of the same hem. 

1) Adopled by the General Assembly at hs 4th. 46~1~. 82nd and 9%h plenary 
mcelinps. on 21 Srpbzmbcr. 25 October..29 Nokcmber and I2 December 1979. on 
the recomlllentl.llions of the (icneral CommiUcc. Scclion VI of the decision. which 
related mostly IO the establishment of the Ad floe Committee on Subsidiary Organs. 
has not been reproduced in the prcscnt annex. 
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9. Tho number of lntorventions in tho oxorci~o of tho right of reply for any 
dclcgntion nt a givon meeting should bo limited to two por hem. 

10. Tho Rrst intcrvontlon in the oxercisc of tho right of reply for any dcie- 
gatlon on any item at II glvon mcoting should be limitod to ton minutes and tho 
second intorvontion should be limited to Rvo minutes 

11. Explanations of vote, Intcrvcntions in tho cxorciso of the right of reply 
and procedural motions should bo mndo by dciogetlons from their sonts. 

12. It is imperative that Main Committoes should allow sufhcicnl time for 
tho preparation of tho ostimutc of cxpcnditurcs by the Sccrctnriut and for its con- 
sidoration by tho Advisory Committee on Admlnistrutivc and tludgctury Questions 
and the Fifth Committoo and that they should tukc this roquiromont into nccount 
when thoy ndopt thoir progrnmmo of work. 

13. Furthormoro: 
(a) A mandatory dondlinc, not Inter thnn 1 Dccomber. should be ostnblishod 

for the submission to the Fifth Commiltoo of all draft resolutions with Rnnncinl 
implications: 

(6) The Fifth Committee should, as a gcnorni practice. consider accepting 
without debate the recommendations of the Advisory Committee on Adminislrntlvo 
nnd Budgetary Questions on rho Rnnncinl implications of draft resolutions up to a 
prescribed limit, namoiy. $25,000 on nny ono item: 

(c) Firm doadilnes should be set for tho cnriy submission of tho reports of 
subsidiary organs which require consideration by the Fifth Committee; 

(J) A minimum period of forty-eight hours should be allowed botwocn the 
submission and tho voting of a proposnl involving expenditure in ordor to nllow the 
Secretary-Gonsral to prcparo and prosent tho related stntomont of adminlstrativc 
and flnanclal implicntions. 

1. Reporrs of rhe hfaf~i Commlrrees 

14. Reports of tho Main Committees should bo as concise as possible and, 
save in exceptional cases, should not contain n summary of the dobatrs. 

1% The practice of dealing in plenary meeting with reports of the Second 
Committee, whereby it is stated that the positions of delegations regarding drnft 
resolutions recommended by the Second Commlttoc have been made clear in the 
Committee and are reflected in the rciovant official records, should be oxtonded to 
ropom of other committeos. 

1. Bah~lng proctdure 

16. The practice of dispensing with tho secret ballot for elections to sub- 
sidiary organs when the number of candidates corresponds to the number of seats 
to be fliled should beco’me standard und the same prnctice should apply IO the 
election of Ihe Preridetit and Vice-I’rcsidcnts of the Gcncrai Assembly, unless a 
dcicgntion specifically requests a vote on a given clcction. 

K. Cowlfrdirlg S/~I/CIIICIJ/S 

17. TO save lime at the end of the session, the prnctice of making concluding 
statemctils in the Gcncral Assembly ;ind its Main Committees should bc dispcnsctl 
with cxccpt for stutcmcnls by the prcsidiug otliccrs. 
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11. WORK OF THE MAIN COMMITTB~S 

18. Boforo tho conclusion of a session of tho Qonorel Assembly, roglonal 

f 
roups should agroo on tho dlstrlbution of chairmanships amon thorn for the 
ollowlntj sosslon. 

19. Candldataa for tho chairmanships of tho Main Committooa should bo 
nomlnotod as soon as posslblo. 

20. It is strongly rocommondcd that nomlncos for the chalrmanshlps of the 
Main Commlttocs should havo oxporionco in tho work of the Ooncral Assembly. 

21. During sessions, tho Chairmen or other offlccrs of tho Main Com- 
mlttecs should bo ontrustod by thoir Committces, whonovor appropriate. with the 
conduct of informal negotiations almod at roaching agroomont on spoclflc issues. 

22. Chrdrmon of Main Commlttoos should fully oxorclso their authority undor 
rule 106 of tho rules of proccduro and, In parlicular, propose more frequently the 
limltatlon of the time to bo allowod to spoakors or of tho number of timos each 
roprosontatlvo may spoak on any glvon ham. 

23. Tho Main Committees which roquiro tho largest numbor of meetings 
should bo oncouraBod to hold moro mootings early in tho sossion in order to on- 
sure a bottor distribution of mcotings ovor the wholo session. 

III. DO~IJMBNTAT~ON 

24. Subsidiary organs should be roquircd to comptoto their work at the latest 
by 1 September, so thnt thoir reports may bo available in all tho working languages 
in timo for contidoratlon by tho opening of tho sosslon of the Oenoral Assembly, 
and tho Commltteu on Conforencos should take this provision fully into account. 

2% No reports should contain a compilation of other provrous documents. 
26. Subsidiary organs should not annex to tholr roports summary records of 

thoir moetlnus or other material which were already dlstributod to a11 Mombor 
Stato8. 

27. The General Assembly should roviow porlodically the need for sum- 
mary records of Its subsidiary organs. 

26. Tho Oonoral Assembly, Including its Main Commhtoos, should moroly 
take nolo of those reports of tho Secretary-Oonoral or subsidiary orasns which do 
not rcqulro a decision by the Assembly and should neither dobato nor adopt roso- 
lutions on thorn, unless spoclflcally requested to do so by the Secretary-Cioneral or 
the organ concornod. 

29, The publication of reports of tho principal organs and of aubsldiary 
organs of the Oenornl Assembly and of draft resolutions and amendmonts should 
bo given priority over that of any individual communications received from Mem- 
,)or States. 

30. Member States should refrain, IO the extent possible, from requostlng 
tho circulation of any lndlvldurl communication, as documents of the Ocnerrl 
Assembly and In lieu thereof, whoro circulation of such documents is deslrcd, 
should, u far as possible, request such circulation under the cover of a note vorbale 
in tho onlcial languaso In which they rubmit them. 

. 

IV. RESOLU~ONS 

3 I. Subsidiary organs reporting to Ihe General Assembly should make every 
eflort to subolit draft resolulioos in order to fucililate the consideration of the 
ilenls. 

32. Whcncvcr possible, rcsolulions rcquesling the discussion of a question at 
a subrcqucnt session should not call for the inclusion of a separate new item and 

i’ ‘, ,  



such discussion should be hold undor the ltcm under which tho resolulion was 
adoptad. 

V. PLANNINO OP M~IQTINOS 

33, Tho Commiltoa on Confarcncas should be aulhorlzod lo pl,ny a more 
cffcctlva rolo in tho planning of meetings and In the USC of confcranco facdhios. 

34, No subsidiary organ of tho Ganoral Assembly should be pcrmiucd lo 
moot at Unitad Nations Hoadquurtars during a regular scsslon of the Assembly, 
unless axpllchly authorized by tho Assembly. 

VI. SUBSIDIN~Y OROANS OF 'WI? ~BNERAL Assatds~~b 

s This section, which rclntcd mostly to tho establishment of the Ad Hoc Corn- 
mitteo on Subsidiary Organs, has not boon raproducod In rho prosont annox. 
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Main Commlttoos (conflnud) 
Oonoral dobato ..................... 
Lsoguagos ..................... 
omwm: 

Congratulations .................. 
Bloctlon .......................... 99, 
Roplacemont ...... ............ 

Quorum .................... 
Records and sound rocordlnss of 

mooting8 ..................... 
Reports: See Commlttee report8 
Roprosontatloa of Mombors ......... 
Subcommittoos ................... 

RWIW 

51 

110 
101, 103, 

10s 
108 

J8 

100, 101 
102 

Work: 
Commoacomont .................. 
Orgaoleation ..................... 99 
Progear ......................... 

Majority roqulred: See Votitt~ 
Moditotlon, minute of silont prayer or . . 62 
MOOt&p: 

Sl;;F;@hiain Committooo; Plenary 

Adjournmoat ....................... 16,71,~18,1~9 
Closing ............................ M, I06 
opsnhg ............................ 35,61,106,lQ8 
Public and private meetInga ......... 60,61 
Quorum ............................ 67,108 
Suspomion ......................... 76, 11, 118, 119 

Momlws: 
Admission of oew Momkra ......... 83, 134.130 
Communicatioao to Mombon: 

Annotated lid of item8 ........... 
. Pmlim&ary list of itam, .......... 

Providonal agenda ................ I?,16 
Roaolutiona ...................... 39 
Supplomoataly llrt ................ 14,lI 

DoIo~otions: 
Altomato ropmrntrtiw .......... 26 
C!0mPO&lO ..................... 2s 
Cnbntll ....................... 27-29 

.......................... 83 
?oaiaipolbf~ In Oonoral Cotnmlttoo . . 43 
Ropmntatlon on Ma& Committees . 100,101 

79 

AwMmr 

V 61.63 

v  40; VI 18.20 

V 108; VI 27 

I 14; II 29; 
Iv (c)iv 66 

v  33, s9 
VI 21,23 

V 60 

IV CJ) (1); V 67; VI 3 

V 17 (b), 17 (c) 
v  17 (a) 
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Membors (contiruwd) 
Requests for holding sessions away 

from Hendquartcrs . _. . 
Requests for inclusion of items: 

Regular sessions . . . . . . . 

Special sessions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Requests for special sessions ond 

emcrgcncy special sessions . . . . . . . . 
Suspension of rights and privileges . 

Minulo of silent prayer or meditntion 
hlotions: SW Procedural motions; Pro- 

posals and amendments 

N 

Non-member States: 

Requests for inclusion of items in 
provisional agenda . . . . . , . 

Van-recorded vote . . . . . . . . . . . 
Non-utiGation of the rostrum 
Notes vorbales , . , . . 

0 

OtRcers: See Chairmen of Main Com- 
mittees; Committees: President: 
Rapportcurs: ViceChairmen: Vice- 
Presidents 

Official languages ,,..*. . . . . . ,,....., . 

4 

13-1s 
16, 18, 19 

9 
83 

62 

13 
81. 127 

I1 
Order, call to . . . . , . . . . . 6g. 72. 109. JJ1 
Order, point of: S.’ Points of order 

P 

r :enary meetings.: 
See also Meetings; Speakers 
Committee reports: 

Discussion . , , , , . . . . I , . , . 
Oral sresentation . ~. , . . , . 

Condolence:: . . , , , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Congratulatians ..I.I.......... . . . . . 
Oensml debate , . . ,.. . . . . . , . . . , , , , 
Non-utiltzation of the rostrum . 
ORicers: 

66 

Congrntu!ations , . , 
Election . t 

Replacement . . . . . 
Quorum . . 

Records and sound recordings of 
meetings .........l... . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Referral of ile,ns to plenary meetings 

J I, 92-94 
32-34 

67 

58 

x0 

v 18 

VJl:VI11 
VI 30 

v J2,J3 
v 82.03 

v 80 
v 44.48 

VSl 

V 80 

V 108 (d! 

V 27 

- 

Points of order: 
Decision on points 

Description . . . . . 
During voting . . 
Poworc of Chair . 

Prayor or meditation 
Prollmlnrny list of it 
Presldont , . , . . . . . . . 

Acting Prosidont . 
Congratula:lons ta 
Crodentials Comm 

Election I *. I. . . . * 

Emorgoncy special 
Gonoral Committc 
Powers of Preside 

Replacement . . . . 
Ruling . . . . ...**. 
Temporary Presldc 
Term of office . . 
Voting right . . . . 

Principal orguns, 0th’ 
See also Ecoaom 

,;I; Intematiotr 
Secretariat; Set 
tooship Council 

Notification of GI 
sicrt 

Provlsiooal agendr 
Supplementary it01 

Regular eeseion~ 
Special seasion: 

Private meetings . 
Procedurrl motionr: 

Debate: 
Adjournment 
Cloaum . . . . . . 

Meeting: 
Adjournment . 
Suspension . . 

Non-utilizatlon of 
Number of speal 

tion of . . . , . 

Order of procedur 
Powers of Chair , 

l~roposals and amcnc 
See also Resolu I io 



Points of order: 
Decision on poinls of order . . I.. . 
Description q . , . . . . . . . . . 
During voling . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . , 
Power, of Chair . . . , . . . , . . . . . . . . 

Prayer or medilalion, minute of silent . 
Preliminnry list of items .** . . . . . *..... 
President . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . , , . . . . . . . . 

Acting Prcsidont . . . . . . . . . . . . . I . . . 
ConSralulations to Presidont . . . . . . . . 
Crcdenlials Commillcc, appoinlmcnt of 

Election ,.......I................... 
Emergency special session . . . . . . ...* 
Oeneral Commitleo . . . . , . . . . . . . . 
Powsn of President , . , , . . . , , . . . 

Replacement ..a. . . . . . . . . . . ..*.I.... 
RUhg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Temporary President . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . 
Term of office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Voting right . , . . . . . . . . . , . . . . ,a.. . , . 

Principal organs, olher: 
See 0150 Economic and Social Coun- 

I -iI; Inlernalional Court of Justice: 
I Sccretarlal; Security Council; Trus- 

teeship Council 
Nolillcation of General Assembly se+ 

siw 
Provisional aReads . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Supplementary items: 

Re(lular session1 * * . *. . , . . * . . . * . * 
Special session8 . . . . . . , . . . . , . . . . . 

Private meetings ,,,,.,,....,...I... 
Procedural motlonr: 

Debate: 
Adjournment ,.... .,.......4...*. 
Clorun ,,.,..,,.,...............~ 

MCdll~: 

73-76; 78; 88‘ 
34 
71 
30 
31 
31 

11 
13 

14 
18 

60, 61 

14.116 
75,117 

Adjournment . . . . . . . #. . . . . . . . . . . . 
Suspension . ...,,,.. . . . . . . ...*.... 

Non-ulilizalion of the roslrum . 
Number of speakers allowed, limita- 

16, II8 
76, 118 

lion of ,.......,. ,..... . . . . . . 74. 75,116, II7 
Order of procedural rnolions . 77,119 
Powers of Chair , . . 35, 106 

Proposals and amendments: 
.Qe n/so Resolulions; Voting 

71. Il.{ 

v 79 
xx. 128 
3s. 1oli 

62 
v 17 (N) 

30.27 
32, 33, 37 

28 
31 
63 

38, 41, 42 
35. 36. 67. 6X. 

v no 

VI 16 

139: IV (aI: 
v 39 

V 79 (h), 79 (1.) 

VI 11 



; I  .  :’ 

PropoMlI and amendmenu (conrlnu8~d) 
Compatonco of Ocncrnl Aasombly or 

c0mmlttc0, . . . ..I . ..I.. . . . . . . ..II. 19, J2J 

Dlvblon *,..,*....II..,,..I,..II.,.I 09,129 
Equally divldad votoa , , , , . . . . , . , . , . OS, I33 
Order of voting . ,, , , ,, ., ., ,. . . . . ,. , 90, 91, J30, JJJ 

See ~/so Procadural motions 
Rocoasidoratlon .................... 
Submission and circulation ......... 
Withdrawal and reintroduction ...... 

Public meetings .................... 

0 

Quorum ................. 

R 
Rapportours: 

Election ............................ 
Eligibility .......................... 
Procodonco arapcnkora .............. 

Roconsldoration of proposals .......... 
Rocordod vote ........................ 

Records: 
Languages .......................... 
Secretariat duties ................... 
Sound recording8 ................... 
Summary rocordr ................... 
Verbatim recorda ........... 

Reintroduction of motion ............. 

Reply, right of ...................... 

Reports: 
Advlsory Committco on Admiolstratlvo 

and Budgetary Qucttio~ ......... 
Committecr ........................ 
Fismclal report8 ................... 
Economic and fkxlal Council ...... 
InternatIonal Court of lurticd ...... 
SecretaryGxreral 
Security Council 
Spccializcd ageucics 
Subsidiary organs 
Trusteeship Council 

Representatives: St-c Mcmbcrs 
itcsolutio~~ 377 A (V) . .I.. 

81, I23 
78, I20 
80,122 
60, 61 

61, JO8 

102. 103, JO3 
101 

69, JJ! 
81,123 
01,127 

J4 
47 
s0 

41, 54, 58 
41, J4, S8 

80, I22 

13, JIJ 

157 

v 87,80 

v u-17 

v 107 
v 108 

v 108; VI 21 
v 108 

v 71,7&t; VI 8.1 I 

15, 6% bbz 10 V 43,52.53, 101; VI 14, 1J 
13 
13 
13 

13, 40, 64 
13, 136, 131, 141 

13 
13 V 107; VI 24-26.28,3 I 

13 

8, 9, 19 

Rosolutloar: 
See also Propc 

voting 
Communication 
Consonsus, ado1 
Consultations . 
Content . . . . . 
Date of submis 
Drafting of rest 
Draft rosolutior 

for inclusion 
Financial impli 
Laoguagca . I, 
Revision by Co 
Sponsors , . , . 

Right of reply . I 
Roll-call voto . . . 
Hostrum, non-util 
Rulo.~ of procodl 

amendments 
Ruling: 

By Cbairman 
By Prosidont . . 

Secretariat , . . , , , 
Du~~~,;ith r( 

. ..*. 
Rsgulaliono con 
Statements at a 

Secretary-Ocnoral: 
Annotated list c 
Annual and rul 

Referral to h 
Appointmoat . 
Duth with r( 

rmbly . , . . . 
Emrrgoncy WC 
Pinanclrl impllc 
hernational pe 

tcnancc of . . 
Notiflcution of 1 
Notillcatiou u, 

Cbartcr . *I , 
Organization 01 
Preliminary lisl 
Provisioual age 

82 



Src also Proposals mtd smradmcnts; 
Votln~ 

Communication to Members . . . . . , . I 
Consensus, adoption by . ,.. . , . . . . . . . 
Consultations . . . , , . . . . . . . , , , , , . , . , . . 
Content . . , . . . . , , . . . , . . , . . , , . . . . . . . 
Date of submission , . , . . . , , Is ,, , , . . 
Draftlng of rosolutlons . . . . , . . , . . . . . . 
Draft rosolulion accompnnying roquoal 

for inclusion of item -.. . . . . (,. . . . 
Financial lmplicatlons ....,*.,I.,.** 
Languages .,,,,~,.......,.,,,...... 
Rovislon by Ooneral Committoo . , , . . 
Sponsors I.,.,.,...............,.~. 

Right of reply . . , . . . , . . , . , . , . . , . . . . . , . 
Roll-call vato . . . . . . . . ,,,. , . . . . . . . . . . . , 
Rostrum, nonutilizalion of 
Kulos of procedure, interpretation and 

amcndmenu of . . , , . . . , , ,. . . , . . , , 
Ruling: 

By Chalrman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
By Prosidont , , . . , . . . . , , . , , . , , , , , , . , , 

S 

Secrowiat . ..III.....I.......I.II.I..I 
Dutlos with regard to Ooneral As- 

sembly .I...III...III...,.,,..,,.. 
Ro~ulstlons concerning rtatX . , . . , , , . . 
Slattmoats at mtrtla~s , . . . . . . . . . . . , . 

Secretary-Oeneral: 
Annotated bat of Items . , , , , , , . . , , . . 
Annual and supplementary reports 

Referral to Main Committeor . . , . . 
Appointment ,.....I.,...,..,,....., 
Du~~I~,;itb regard to Goneral As- 

. ..I....................... 
EmerPwtcy ~pocial dorm . , . , . . . , . . 
Fhnclal impllcatiom of ruolutloan . 
fntornatlonal peace and security, main- 

tcnanco of . , , , , , . , . , . . . . , , . , , +, . . 
Notiikatioo of sessioos . . , , , . , , . ,. , . . 
Notiikntion under Article I2 of 

Charter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Organization of scssious . . . . , . . . . . . . 
Preliminary list of items . , , , , , . , , , . . 
Provisioual agenda .II...**********I 

hllrr 

JP 

20 
153, IS4 

J6 
44 

73, 11s 
87, 127 

162, 163 11 I (cl 

fJ3 v 79 (b), 79 k) 
71 v 79 tb), 79 (cl 

45.50 

47 
50 

70, II2 

13,48 
64 
141 

4% 46 

0, 9 
153, 154 

49 
5, IO, I1 

49 

12, I3 

83 
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v lo4 
v PO,91 
V 95,96 
V 87,88 

II 36: v 95: VI 32 

VYf,Y8:VI 12, 13 

v 93 
V 77. 78; VI 8.1 1 

V 84 
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V 17 (b), 17 (c) 

b 97 

v 117 
v 17 (a) 



Securily Council: 

Admission of new Members, rccom- 
mendalion or . . . . . . . . . a. 

Sy&xtions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,....a 

Election of non-pcrmancnt nrcmbcrs 

Emorgcncy special scsvion of Gencrul 
Assembly, roqucst for , . , . . . . . ,.. . 

Intcrnalional peace and security, main. 
tenanco of , , . . . . . , , . . , . . . , . , , . . . I, 

Nolihcation under Arliclc I2 of 
Charter .,,,,.,......,,,,.....,,.. 

Reporls ,,,,..,........,,..... #..... 

SccrcluryOcnsral, rcconrmcndation on 
appoinlmenl of . . . , . . . . . . . . . . 

Special s&on of Genelul Assembly. 
rrqucst for , . . . . , . , . , . . , . . . . . . . 

Terms of office , , . . . ,, , . , , I 

Separalo votes . . . . . , , . . . . 

Sassions: 

SW al.ro Agenda 
Emergency rpocial sossionr , , . . . . . 

Notification ,,........I,,.,,,,.I.. 

Rcquc;! for session , . , , , . . 

Summoning ,,..,... . . . . . . . .,..... 

Ropular sessions: 

Closing dnte . , , . . . . , . 

Notifkation , , , . . . . I - I 

Opcnlng date ,,,,,,....,,,......I 

Place: 
AI Headquarters .,,,.... ,...I.. 

.Away from Headquarters ,.. . I, I 

Temporary adjournmom ..,..,. . 

Spaciul sccsions 

Data dxod. by Oenerrl Aarambly I, 
Noliikalion ,.,.,.,,..I,.,..,..I.. 

Request for special aesslon . . 

Sumnloning ,,.,,,... I .,.. t . . . . . . I 

SllOW of tlnlltls: SM voliog 

Silent prayer or medilation, minulo Of 

Sound recordings ,,I,,.....*I . ...*.... 

84 

136, 137 

140 
U3, 142.144 

8.10 

49 

49 
13. 136, 137, 141 

141 

8.10 
139 

89, 129 

S-10, 63 

IO 

8,9 
8.9 

2, a,99 
5, 11 

1 

3 
4 
6 

7-I I 

7 

10, II 

8.9 
7.5 

62 
58 
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spaakors: 
Scr also 

POWS 
Concluc 
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Clotu 
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GO001 
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Admlnil 
Anenda 
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Reports 

Slatcmtnl 
Subcomm 

Subldlrr) 
Compo! 
Congi-a 

Dispen: 
Docum 
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’ I 
SpedLOla: 

See also Dobeto 
Closuro of list .................... 

Powors of Chair ................. 
Concluding statements ............. 
Congratulations to spoukors ......... 
Non-utlllxation of rostrum .......... 
Number of interventions allowed lo 

each rcprosontativo, limilation of 
Powers of Chair ................ 

Number of speakors ollowcd. limita. 
tlon of: 
Adjournment of dobato ......... 
Closure of dobatc ............... 
Divlaion of proposals and amend- 

ments .......................... 
inclusion of hems in ogenda ..... 
Roconslderatlon of proposals ..... 
Timo~llmit on speeches ............ 

Order of speakers .............. 

Procodcnce of Committee Chairmen 
and Rapporteurs .................. 

Right of reply ...................... 
Time-limit: 

Adjournment of dobate ........ 
Closure of debate ............... 
Explanations of vote ............. 
General ......................... 
Inclusion of hems in agenda ..... 
Powon of Chair ............... 
Suspension or adjournment of 

meeting ........................ 

Specialised agoncles: 

Administrative budgets ............. 
Agonda items, referral of ........... 
Oonoral Assembly sessions, notification 

of ............................... 
Reports ............................ 

Strtomcnts. concluding ............... 
Subcomml~tecs ........................ 

Subsldlaty orgmr: 
Composhioa ....................... 
Congratulations lo oihccrs .......... 
Dispensing wilh secrcl ballot ........ 
Documenlation ..................... 
Establishmem ...................... 
hfeelings: 

Calendar .................... 

85 
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13,lIS 

35. 106 

Annnrr 

v 46.69 
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vr 11 
VI 5 

V5I:VI 11 

72,114 

3s. 106 

74,116 

IS, 117 

89,129 
23 

81,123 
72,114 

68, 109 

69, III 
73. 11s 

74,116 

15,117 
88,128 
72.114 

23 

35,106 

76. 118 

V 48: VI 22 

y;; $1; 

V77,78;V18.11 

v 74.76: VI 6,l 
V 48,73 

lJ7 
v 22 

II 

13 

51.102 
VI 17 

I 14;1129; 
IV (e); v 66 ’ 

v 113 
V 81 
VI 16 

V IX (b); VI ?4-26 

161 

v 115; VI 33,34 
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Subsidiary orgnns (continued) 
PIPCO .......................... 

Number of organs ................. 
Participation by Membor States not 

members of orgsaa ................ 
Reports ............................ 
VicoChairmca, number of ....... 

Summary rocorda ................... 
Supplementary items: See Agenda 
Suspension of meeting: See Procedural 

motions 
T 

Technical advisers ................... 
Tempornry adjournment of session , , . 

Terms of ofIce: 
Advisory Committoo on Adminislra- 

tlvo and Budgetary Quos~ionr .... : 
Committee on Contributions ....... 
Councii members .................. 
Economic rind Social Council ...... 
Prosidant ........................... 

Se;;;tyo~ii, nonperm7ncnt mem 

Ti?$meci; :yncii, non-administering 
r 

Vlco-Presidents ..................... 

Translation ........................... 

Trusteoshlp Council: 
Bysioctions ........................ 
Eioction of non-ndminintering members 
RoporI8 ............................ 
Tormr of 0mc0 ..................... 
Tnnitoothip system ................. 

Two-thirds majority: See Voting 

v 114; VI 3334 
v 109. 110 

v 112 
13 

V 42 
41, 54, 38 V 108; VI 27 

2s. 100, 101 

6 

156 
159 
139 
145 
31 

142 

148 
31 

3s 

140 
83. 147.149 

13 
139 
83 

. v 

Vm~~clor: ,‘rs Appolnlmonls; Eiectioos 
V&ah rocordr . . . , . . . 34.51 
Vlco-Chrirmen: 

Actln~ Chairman . , . t.. . . . , 105 
Elocuoa , , , . , , . , 102, 101,105 
Eilgibillty ,,,.,,.,.,.......I........ 101 
Subsidiary orgnns . . . . 

Voting right when replacing Chairman 
in Gcncral Commitlec ........t... 39 

v IOR 

v 42 
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See also Elocliona 

Abctontlona , , . . . . . . . . ~ ,.. . . . . 
Amondmonts, voting on . . . . . . . 
Amondmonta to proposals rolatlng lo 

important quoatlons, two-thirds ma- 
jority rcquirod for . , . . I . a . I I, . . 

Chairman does not voto . . . . 
Chairman’s ruling . . . . #.. . . 
Conduct during voting . . 
Doclslon as IO whether to vote on 

prop0aal .~,,...I,...I..II.II.~III 
Division of proposals and amendments 
Equally divided votes 
Explaaatloaa of vote . , 
Oonoral Committee, voting in 
important questions, majority required 

on ,,,I.I,,,,..........,.......... 

lntorruptlon of voting 
Ma ority roqulrod on important quss- 

tloIl.9.. 
Mocbanlcal moanr of voting 
“Mombcn present and voting”, mean- 

ing of phraac 
Method of voting , 
Nomwcordod vote I 

Ordor of votlag: 
Amondmentl . . . , . . . . 
Comgotonw, dtcltion8 on 
Pmodural motions I . . I 
Propoaalr ,..*I.........I. 

Pmaldont does not vote . 
Prcsident’o ruling .,,,.. .,.. 
Proposals, voting on 
Kccordcd voto . t.. . 

. 

86, I26 
90. 130 

a4 
104 
113 

R8. 128 

91,131 
89. 12v 
v5, 133 
88,128 
38,39 

84 
IIR. I2R 

84 
01, 127 

86, 126 
81,127 
87. I27 

90,130 
79.121 
11,119 
91, IJI 

31 
71 

91, 131 
87. 127 

VI16 

V 19 (b), 79 I,.) 

V 74.76; VI 6,7,11 

v 79 (/Ii. 79 !c) 



Voting (coriflnurd) 
Reports of Maln Committees, proposal 

to discuss . . . . . . . . . . . . I.....I.*I.* 

Roll-call vote , . . . , 

Rules of procedure, amendment of 

Ruling: 
By Chairman 

By President . . . 

Separato votes . I, . . 

Show of hands . . , . . . . 

Simple mnjorhy . . 
Two-thirds majority required: 

Additional hems, consideration of 

Admission of now Members . 
Budgetary questions 

Blectlon of members of Economic 
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