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INTRODUCTION

1. mmmmmmm«umﬂ adopted pro-
visional rules of procedure (A/71/Rev.1) based on a text contalned in
the of tho atory Commission of the United Nations.!

At the same session, the Goneral Assembly, by resolution 102
1) of 15 December 1946, established the Committee on Procedures and

eowmfonsmmbusum.
3. At its secon mdon,theGenordAmblyoomldmdthc
dntd:emlu tmrrocadon ureungy Commiuee,‘md.by
o ure proposed
resolution 173 (II) of 17 November 1947, adopteditsnﬂuotpmeo-
dm'nxmmluent«edlmomonllmm 1948,

4, At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution 116
(1I) of 21 November 1947, decidadtoaddnewruhl 3,114, 116 and
11 ‘mhﬂn;totheldmhdonotnechmbm

S. At its third session, the General Assembly, by resolution 262
(III) of 11 December 1948, decided to include Spanish among its work-
in;lmgummdtomndmdindymlu“to“'

same session, the General Assembly, by resolution 271
(m) ot29 Apru 1949, established the Committee on Methods
and Procedures of the Genmeral Assembly, consisting of 15 Member

7. At its fourth session, the General Assembly considered the
recommendations contained in the report of the Special Committee on
Methods and PmdmdthoﬁmﬂAmWnd,bymdudm
362 (IV) of 22 October 1949, decided:

(a) To amwnd rules 14, 31, 33, 35, 59, 64, 65, 67, 68, 69

ao ax 32,97 98, 102, 103, 108, 106, 107, 110, 117, mmho'

0 add new rules 1A, 19, 19B, 19C, 31A, 35A, 35B, 56A,
89A|nd91A'

Byﬁommdudmmmwmmam

‘ uammuy Second Session, Plenary Moees-
[/
ings, wﬂ.mtvzm

By eI procedure.
‘lulu 134, 133. 137 138 of the Imnnt rules of
¥ Rules 51 to 35 of the present rules of procedurs,

8 Officlal Records of the General Assembly, Fourth Session, Supplement No.

12 (A/9 .
TRules 15, 35, 38, 40, 66, 71, 72, 74, 75, 76, 79, 88, 89, 90, 106, 108,
113, 114 116 117 118, uf 128 129 and 130 olthoopmcm rules of pmoodure
$ Ru| lu 20, 22, 23 36, 41 42, 62, 99 and 107 of tho present yules of
procedure,

xi



recommendations and suggestions of the Sgecial Committee and re-
quested the Secretary-General to prepare a document embodying these
recommendations and suggestions in a convenient form for use by the
General Committee and delegations of Member States in the Assembly.
The tc:ln of these recommendations and suggestions is reproduced
annex I

8. At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution 366
(1IV) of 3 December 1949, adopted rules for the calling by the Economic
and Social Council, under cle 62, paragraph 4, of the Charter, of
international conferences of States.

9. At its fifth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 377 A
(V) of 3 November 1950, adopted several amendments and additions
to its rules of procedure relating to the holding of emergency special
sessions; by that resolution, the mbly decided:

(a) To add a paragraph () to rule 8;

(b) To add a paragraph (b) torule 9;

(¢) To insert a new sentence at the end of rule 10;

(d) To insert a new sentence at the end of ruls 16;

(e; To insert a new sentence at the end of rule 19;

(f) To insert a new rule 65.°

10. At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution 475
(V) of 1 November 1950, adopted a new rule 84A'° concerning the
majority required for decisions of th. Assembly on amendments to pro-
posals relating to important questions and on parts of such proposals put
to the vote separately.

11. At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution
479 (V) of 12 December 1950, adopted rules for the calling by the
Economic and Social Council, under Article 62, paragraph 4,%of the
Charter, of non-governmental conferences.

12. At its sixta session, the General Assembly, by resolution 597
(VI) of 20 December 1951, established the Special Committee for the
Consideration of the Methods and Procedures of the General Assembly
;or Dealing with Legat and Drafting Questions, consisting of 15 Member

tates,

13. At its seventh session, the General Assembly considered the
report of the Special Committee for the Consideration of the Methods
and Procedures of the General Assembly for Dealing with Legal and
ant:r Questions!! and, by resolution 684 (VII) of 6 November 1952,
adopted certain recommendations contained in that report; the resolution
also provided that:

(a) The terms of theso recommendations should be embodied as

an annex to the rules of procedure;

{b) The sald annex should also reproduce paragraphs 19, 20, 29,

30 and 35 to 39 of the report of the Special Cormmittee.

9 Rule 63 of the present rules of procedure.

10 Rule 84 of the presant rules of procedure.

11 Official Records of the General Assembly, Sevcnih Session, Annexes,
agenda item 53, document A/2174.

xii




The texts of the recommendations and the specified parts of the report
of the Special Committee are reproduced in annex II.

14. At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution 689
A (VI) of 21 December 1952, established the Special Committee on
Measures to Limit the Duration of Regular ons of the General
Assembly, consisting of 15 Member States. By resolution 689 B (VII) of
the same date, the General Assembly adopted an amendment to rule 2
whereby the Assembly would, at the be g of each session, fix “a
tclllos:::d date for the session” rather than “a target date for the closing of

0 on”.

15. At its eighth scssion, the General Assembly considered the
report of the Special Committes on Measures to Limit the Duration of
Regular Sessions of the General Assembly’® and, by resolution 791
(VIII) of 23 October 1953, decided:

(a) To amend rules 38 and 39, relating to the composition of the

Geaneral Committee;

(b) To amend rule 98,!2 relating to priorities in the consideration
of items in the Main Committees.

16. At its ninth session, the General Assembly, by resolution 844
(IX) of 11 October 1954, adopted six special rules designed to govern
its procedvre for the examination of reports and petitions relating to the
Territory of South West Africa.l¢ The text of these special rules is repro-
duced in annex III.

17. At its eleventh session, the General Assembly, at the 577th
plenary meeting on 15 November 1956, decided:

(a) To establish an eighth vice-presidency of the Assembly;

(b) To change the name of the “4d Hoc Political Committee” to
“Special Political Committes” and to confer a permanent character
on that Committee.

At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution 1104 (XI) of
%g mgf.l;'w“' adopted consequential amendments to rules 31, 38,

18, At its twelfth session, the General Assembly, by resolution
1192 (XII) of 12 December 1957, decided to increase the number of
Vice-Presideats of the Assembly from 8 to 13 and consequential
unend.?enu toumlu 31 :gdmia. In an annex to re.oh:fi:n‘,mth:
General Assembly approv pattern according to which
Presideiits should be elected.

19. At its sixteenth the General Assembly, by resolution
1659 (XVI) of 28 November 1961, decided to increase the membership
of the Ad Committee

onAdmlnhmﬁvomdBnd’:Lth
?gg:‘?wlzmmemqueaﬂn amendments to 156 and

12 Ibid., Eighth Sesslon, Annexes, agenda itoem 54, document A/2402.

18 Rule 99 of the present rulos of procedure.

14 By resolution 2372 (XXIi) of 12 June 1968, the General Assembly de-
cided that “South West Africa” would be known as “Namibia”.

18 Rule 98 of the s)resont rules of procedure,

16 Rules 155 and 156 of the present rules of procedure.
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20. At its seventeenth session, the General Assembly, at the
1162nd plenary meeting on 30 October 1962, established the Ad Hoc
Commiittee on the Improvement of the Methods of Work of the General
Assembly, consisting of 18 members. By resolution 1845 (XVII) of
19 December 1962, the General Assembly decided to continue the
Ad Hoc Committee.

21. At its eighteenth session, the General Assembly consideced
the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Improvement of the Methods
of Work of the General Assembly!? and, gg:soluﬁor. 1898 (XVIII) of
11 November 1963, took note of the rvations contained in that
;ggon and alzg:oved the recommendations submitted by the Committee.

e text of the resolution is reproduced in annex IV,

22, At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution
1990 (XVIII) of 17 December 1963, decided to increase the number
of Vice-Presidents of the Assembly from 13 to 17 and adopted conse-

uential amendments to rules 31 and 38. In an annex to the resolution,

e General Assembly approved the pattern according to which the
President of the Assembly, the 17 Vice-Presidents of the Assembly and
the 7 Chairmen of the Main Committees should be elected,

23. At its twentieth session, the General Assembly, by resolu-
tion 2046 (XX) of 8 December 1965, following the entry into force of
the amendments to Articles 23, 27 and 61 of the Charter, amended its
rules of procedure as follows:

(a)" In rule 8 (), the word “seven” was replaced by the word

(b) "In rule 143,18 the word “three” was replaced by the word

)

(¢) In rule 146, the word “six” was replaced by the word “nine”.
The pattern for the election of the non-permanent members of the

Council is reproduced in a foot-note to rule 142,

24. At its twenty-second session, the General Assembly, by reso-
lution 2323 (XXII) of 16 December 1967, decided to amend rules 89
and 128% by adding to each of these rules a new paragraph (b) to take
into account the installation of mochanical means of voting.

25. At the same session, the General Assembly, at the 1629th
MMmBDmbul%mtookmdamwm

wnionofmklsnwbmbythemds"ww
ou dwrgence” in the first seatence of that rule were by the
words “caractire d’importance et durgence”.

26. At its twenty-third session, the General Assembly. by resolu-
tion 2390 (XXIII) of 25 November 1968, decided to increase the

17 Officla’ Records of the General Assembly, Eighteenth Session, Annexes,
agenda item 25, document A/5423,

18 Rule 142 of the present rules of proceduro.

10 Rule 145 of the present rules of procedure,

20 Rules 87 and 127 of the present rules of procedure.

21 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-second Session, Annexes,
agenda item 8, document A/BUR/169.
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membership of the Committee on Contributions from 10 to 12 and
adopted a consequential amendment to rule 159.3
27. At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolu-
tion 24;/9 (X)SIlun;) of 21 De:g:ber 1968, decided to i::i’u%el Russian
am ts ‘wor! languages to amend accordingly .
mi‘a. At its twenty-fourth session, the General Assembly, by reeolu-
tion 2553 (XXIV) of 12 December 1969, adopted amendments to rules
t51.2‘353111(155"oomequemupoun.henmmthnenttoruleSl adopted at

29. Atin mzz-ﬂnh session, the General Ammbgy, by resolu-
tion 2632 (xxvz of 9 November 1970, established the Com-
mittee on the of the Procedures and Organization of the

General Assembly, of 31 Member States.
30, Atits session, the General Assembly considered
the report of the Committee on the Rationalization of the Pro-

m
of the members of a committee are t;
qu??)uTomendnﬂuumdllG”wpemitanmnp-
resentatives to in favour, and two against, a proposal to imit
the time to be alloved to each spesker or the number of times each
representative may on any question;
{d) To amend 00 to include in it more detailed provisions
on of work of the Main Committees, and to

EE
=_8
EE
ozﬂn-

(#) To amend rule 105* to provide that
(1) Bach Main Conunittee shall eloct a Chairman, two Vice-
Chalrmen and a Rapporteur;

23 Rule 158 of the present rules of procedure.

28 Ses introduction, para. 34.

24 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-sixth Session, Supple-
ment No. 26 (A/8426).

28 Rule 58 of the grmnt rules of procedure.

28 Rulos 67 and 108 of the present rules of procedure.

27 Rules 72 and 114 of the present rules of procedurs.

28 Rule 99 of the preseat rules of procedure.

%0 Rule 98 of the present rules of procedure.

8 Rule 103 of the present rules of procedure.
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and to adopt consequential amendments to rules 39 and 107;%
(f) To insert a new rule 112, relating to congratulations to the

officers of Main Committees, and to renumber accordingly the
existing rules 112 to 164.32

By resolution 2837 (XXVI}, the General Assembly also approved the
conclusions of the Special Committee and decided that they should be
annexed to the rules of procedure; these conclusions are reproduced in
annex V. In one of the recommendations, the Secrctary-General was
requested t> undertake a comparative study of the versions of the rules
of procedure in the various official languages in order to easure their
concordance; this request was compli th and the relevant editing
changes wers incorporated in the rules,

31, At the same session, the General Asseunbly, by resolution
2798 (XXVI) of 13 December 1971, decided to increase the member-
ship cf the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques-
tligx_;s“from 12 to 13 and adopted a consequential amendment to rule

32. At the same ¢ .sion, the General Assembly, by resolution
2847 (XXVI) of 20 Dr.ember 1971, decided to amend Article 61 of
the Charter to increase rom 27 to 54 the number of members of the
Economic and Social Council. By that resolution, the General Assembly
also decided that, upon the entry into force of the amendment to the
Charter, the word “nine” in rule 147% would be replaced by the word
“sighteen”, The amendment to the Charter entered into force on 24
Septeraber 1973, The pattern for the election of the members of the
Economic and Social Council, as set forth in resolution 2847 (XXVI),
is reproduced in a foot-note to rule 1485.

33, At its twentﬂ-memh session, the General Assembly, by
resolution 2913 (XXVII) of 9 November 1972, decided to increase
the membership of the Committee on Contributions from 12 to 13 and
adopted a consequential amendment to rule 160.3*

4. Atis mm{-cighth session, the General Assembly, by reso-
Lnﬁom 3189 (XXVII) and 3190 (XXVIII) of 18 December 1973,

(a) To include Chinese among the working languages of the
General Assembly, its committees and its subcommittoes;
() To include Arabic among the official and the working lan-
guages of the General Assembly and its Main Committees,
By resolution 3191 (XXVII) of 18 December 1973, the General
Asﬂ]:blyndoptodcomeqmudmndmonutoiunnuofprmdm,
as follows:
(a) Rules 51 to 59 were replaced by new rules 51 to 57;

81 Ruls 105 of the presont rules of procedure.

32 Rule 110 of the present rules of procedure.

33 Rules 111 to 162 of the present rules of procedure.
84 Rogolution 2837 (XXVI), aanex IX, para. 128.
86 Ruls 155 of tho present rules of procedure.

86 Rule 145 of tho present rules of procadure.

87 Rulo 158 of the prosent rules of procedure.
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(b) Rules 60 to 165 ware renumbered accordingly.

35. At its thirty-first session, the Genoral Assembly, by resolu-
tion 31/95 A of 14 December 1976, decided to increasa the membership
of the Committee on Contributions from 13 to 18 and, by resolu-
tioln 213 .‘l> 496 of the same date, adopted a consequential amendment to
rule 158,

36. At its thirty-second session, the General Assembly, by reso-
lution 32/103 of 14 December 1977, decided to increass the member-
ship of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions from 13 to 16 and adopted a consequential amendment to
rule 155. By the same resolution, the General Assembly also decided:

(a) To adopt an amendment to rule 156 whereby the
members of the Advisory Committee would serve for a period of
three years corresponding to “three calendar years” rather than

“three financial years, as defined in the Financial Regulations of

the Unijted Nations™;

(b) To amend rule 157 to take into account, inter alia, the
biennial presentation of the budget,

37. At its thirty-third session, the General Assembly, by reso-
lution 33/12 of 3 November 1978, adopted an amendment to rule 159
whereby the members of the Committee on Contributions would serve
for a period of three years corresponding to ‘“three calendar years”
rather than “three financial years, as defined in the Financial Regula-
tions of the United Nations”.

38. At the same session, the General Assembly, by resolution
33/138 of 19 December 1978, decided to increase the number of
Vice-Presidents of the Assembly from 17 to 21 and adopted conse-
quential amendments to rules 31 and 38. In an annex to the resolution,
which replaced the annex to resolution 1990 (XVII1),* the General
Assembly approved the pattern according to which the President of
the Assembly, the 21 Vice-Presidents of the Assembly and the 7 Chair-
men of the Main Committees should be elected; the text of that annex
is reproduced in a foot-note to rule 31.

39. The present revised edition of the rules of procedure em-
bodies all the amendments adopted by the General Assembly up to and
including its thirty-third session.

40. The previous versions of the rules of procedure and of the
amendments and corrigenda thereto have been issued under the follow-
ing symbols;

December 1947 ..................... A/520

June 1948 ... ..., A/520/Corr.1 (Freuch ouly)
January 1950 .........oiiiiiiieiee, A/520/Rev.1

January 1981 ..., A/520/Rov.2

July 1954 ... A/520/Rev.)d

March 1950 ..........ovviiiiianen A/520/Rov.4

Soptember 1957 ...........cooiiulnn A/520/Rev.5 (formerly A/3660)

#8 See introduction, parn. 22,
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January 1958 ...l A/520/Rev.8/Corr.1 (formerly A/
3660/Corr.1)

February 1961 ...................... A/520/Rev,6 (formerly A/4700)

February 1962 ................. evess  A/520/Rev.6/Corr.t (formerly A/
4700/Corr.1)

A/520/Rev.?

A/520/Rev.8

A/520/Roev.9

A/320/Rev.9/Corr.1

A/520/Rev.10

A/520/Rev.11

A/520/Pev.11/Amend.1

February 1974 ..... .....c0vvvves. A/520/Rev.12

January 1977 ... i iiiiieiiinnn oo A/520/Rev.12/Amend.l

March 1978 .. ........iiiiviieinen A/520/Rev.12/Amend.2

March 1979



EXPLANATORY NOTE

Rules 49, 32, 83, 85, 144, 146 and 161, which reproduce textually
provisions of the Charter, are printed in bold and are, in addition,
provided with a foot-note. A foot-note has also added to other rules
which, while based directly on provisions of the Charter, do not repro-
duce those provisions textually.

i l;igurela indicated betweefn squail: béac:feu in sections di:ealln wfith
es for meetings refer to iden or cofresponding rules for
commine:;wngs, and vice versa,

Attention is drawn to rule 162, which provides that the italicized
headings of the rules, which were inserted for reference purposes only,
shall be disregarded in the interpretation of the rules.
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RULES OF PROCEDURE

1. SESSIONS

REGULAR SRSSIONS

Opening date
Rule 1!

The General Ammb_}{' stoll meet everzeyear in regular session
commencing on the third Tuesday in September.

Closing date
Rule 2¢

On the recommendation -of the General Committee, the General
Assembly shall, at the beginning of each session, fix a closing date for
the session.

Place of meeting
Rule 3

The General Assembly shall meet at the Headquarters of the United
Nations uniess convened elsewhere in pursuance of a decision taken at a
flr:ivi?% wﬁc;lon or at the request of a majority of the Members of the

t ations,

Rule 4

Any Member of the United Nations may, at least one hundred and
twenty days before the date fixed for the ing of a regular session,
request that the session be beld elsewhere at the Headquarters of
the United Nations. The Secretary-General shall immediately com-
municate the request, together with his recommendations, to the other
Members of the United Nations, If within thirty days of the date of
thheommmiuﬁon.mnjoﬁtyotthcmmba:mhthemqm
the session shall be held accordingly.

Notificatiin of session
Rule 3

The Secretary-General shall notify the Members of the United
Nations, at least sixty days in advance, of the opening of a regular
session.

1 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Art. 20).
% See introduction, paras. 7 and 14; see also annex V, para. 4,

i



Temporary adjournment of session
Rule 6

The General Assembly may decide at any session to adjourn tem-
porarily and resume its meetings at a later date.

SPECIAL SESSIONS
- Summoning by the General Assembly
Rule 7?
The General Assembly may fix a date for a special session.

Summoning at the request of the Security Council or Members
Rule 8¢

(a) Special sessions of the General Auemb-lé shall be convened
within fifteen days of the receipt by the Secr: eneral of a request
for such a session from the Security Council or from a majority of the
Members of the United Nations or of the concurrence of a majority of
Members as provided in rule 9.

(d) Emergenc{, special seasions pursuant to General Assembly
resolution 377 A (V) shall be convened within twenty-four hours of
the receipt by the Secretary-General of a request for such a session
from the Security Council, on the vote of any nine members thereof,
orof a from a majority of the Members of the United Nations
expressed vote in the Interim Committee or otherwise, or of the
concurrence of a majority of Members as provided in rule 9.

Request by Members
Rule 9
(a) Any Member of the United Nations may request the Secretary-
Gmﬂwc%nma session of the Ammbly.."l%
Secretary-General shall tely inform the other Members of the
it. If within thirty days

(b) This rule shall apply also to a roquest by any Member of the
United Nations for an emergency seesion pursuant to resolution
377 A (V). In such a case, the Secretary-General shall communicate
with the other Members by the most cxpeditious means of communica-
tion available,

8 Rule based directly on a SProvh!on of the Charter (Art, 20),
4 See introduction, paras. 9 and 23,
§ See introduction, para. 9.



Notification of nession
Rule 10*

The Secretary-General shall notify the Members of the United
Nations, at least fourteen days in advance, of the opening of & spocial
soasion convened at the request of the Security Council, and at least
ten days in advance in the case of a session convened at the request of
a majority of the Members or upon the concurrence of a majority in the
request of any Member. In the case of an emergency 8 session
convened pursuant to rule 8 (b), the Secretary-General shall notify
Members at least twelve hours before the opening of the session,

REGULAR AND SPECIAL SESSIONS

Notification to other bodies
Rule 11

Copies of the notice convening each session of the General Assem-

bl be addressed to all other :?nl organs of the United Nations
err

<

and to the specialized cies re to in Article 57, h 2,
of the Chutcrped e paragrap
IL. AGENDA
REGULAR SESSIONS
Provisional agenda
Rule 12

The provisional agenda for a regular session ihall be drawn
by the Secretary-General and communicated to the Members of the
nited Nations at icast sixty days before the opening of the session.

Rule 13
The provisional agenda of a regular session shall include:
(a) The report of the Secretary-General on the work of the

b) Repoets from the Security Council, the Bconomic and Socal
&g&?mw&c&mdumh%%arm
apn:llu(wh »mmmmm&wm

(c) All items the inclusion of which has been ordered by the
General Assombly at a previous session;

(d) Allitems proposed by the other principal organs of the United
Nations;

(e) All items proposed by any Member of the United Nations;®
€ See annox V, para. 18.



() All items g to the budget for the next financial year
and the report on the accounts for the last financial year;

(f) All items which the Secretary-General deems it necessary to
put before the General Assembly;

(h) All items pro| under Articls 35, paragraph 2, of the
Charter by States not Members of the United Natioas.

‘ Supplementary items
Rule 14
Any Member or principal organ of the United Nations or the
Secrotary-General may, at least days before the date fixed for

the opening of a regular session, request the inclusion of supplementary
items in the da.’ Such items be placed on a supplementary
list, which be communicated to Members at least twenty days
before the opening of the session.

Additional items
Rule 157

Additional items of an important and urgent character, pro
for inclusion in the agenda less than thirty days before the open&?:(}
a regular session or during a regular session, may be placed on the
agenda if the General Assembly so decides by a majority of the mem-
bers present and voting. No additional item may, unless the General
Assembly decides otherwise by a two-thirds majority of the members
rreaent and voting, be considered until seven days have elapsed since
t was placed on the e?enda and until a committee has reported upon
the question concerned.

SPECIAL SESSIONS

Provisional agenda
Rule 16*

The peovisional of a special session convened at the request
of the Security Counmu be communicated to the Members of the
United Nations at least fourteen days before the opeving of the session.
The provisional of a special session convened xi the retluut of a
majority of the Members, or upon the concurrence of & majority in the
request of any Member, shall be communicated at least ten days before
the opening of the scssion. Tho provisional agenda of an emergenc
special session shall be communicated to Members simultancously wi
e communication convening the session.

7 Ses introduction, paras. 7 and 25; see also annex V, paras. 18 and 24.
1 Seo introduction, para. 9.



Rule 17

The provisional agenda for a special session shall consist oniy of
those items proposed for consideration in the request for the holding
of the session.

Supplementary items
Rule 18

Any Member or principal organ of the United Nations or the
Secretary-General may, at least four days before the date fixed for the
opening of a special session, request the inclusion of supplementary
items in the agenda. Such items shall be placed on a supplementary list,
which shall be communicated to Members as soon as possible.

Additional items
Rule 19¢
During a special session, items on the supplementary list and addi-
tional items may be added to the agenda by a two-thirds majority of the
members present and voting, During an emergency special session, addi-
tional items concerning the matters dealt with in resolution 377 A (V)

may be added to the agenda by a two-thirds majority of the members
present and voting.

REGULAR AND SPECIAL SESSIONS

Explanatory memorandum
Rule 20*

_ Any item proposed for inclusion in the agenda shall be accom-
vanied by an explanatory memorandum and, if possible, by basic docu-
menis or by a draft resolution. '

Adoption of the agenda
Rule 211

At cach session the provisional agenda and the n:ﬂemema:y list,

together with the report of the General Committee eon, shall be
submitted to the General Assembly for approval as soon as possible
after the opening ot the session,
Amendment and deletion of items

Rule 221

Items on the agenda may be amended or deleted by the General
Assembly by a majority of the members present and voting,

9 See Introduction, para. 7; see also annex V, para. 18,
10 Sep annox V, paras, 19-23,
11 Seo Introduction, para. 7.



Debate on inclusion of items
Rule 23"

Debate on the inclusion of an item in the agenda, when that item
has been recommended for inclusion by the General Committee, shall
be limited to three sgle;‘keu in favour of, and three against, the inclusion.
gc President may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this

.

Modification of the allocation of expenses
Rule 24

No pro‘%oul for a modification of the allocation of expenses for the
time being in force shall be placed on the agenda unless it has been
communicated to the Members of the United Nations at least ninety
days before the opening of the session.

III. DELEGATIONS
Composition
Rule 253

The delegation of a Member shall consist of not more than five
representatives and five alternate representatives and as many advisers,
technical advisers, experts and persons of similar status as may be
required by the delegation.

Alternates
Rule 26

An alternate representative may act as a representative upon desig-
nation by the chairman of the delegation.

1V. CREDENTIALS
Submission of credentials
Rule 27

The credeutials of representatives and the names of members of a
delegation shall be submitted to the Secretary-General if possible not
less than one week before the ing of the session. The credentials
shall be issued cither by the Head of the State or Government or by the
Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Credentials Committee
Rule 28

A Credentials Comnittee shall be a;g;ointed at the beginning of
each session. It shall consist of nine members, who shall be appointed

18 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Art. 9, para. 2). See
annex V, para. 44,
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by the General Assembly on the propeosal of the President. The Com-
mittee shall elect its own officers, It shall examine the credentials of
representativec and report without delay.

Provisional admission to a session
Rule 29

Any representative to whose admission a Member has made ob-
jection thnlf be scated provisionally with the same rights as other
representatives until the Credentials Committee has reported and the
General Assembly has given its decision.

V. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS

Temporary President
Rule 30

At the openms of each session of the General Assembly, the
chairman of that delegation from which the Presideat of the previous
session was elected preside until the Assembly has elected a
President for the session.

Elections
Rule 311*

The General Assembly shall elect a President and twenty-one Vige-
Presidents,'* who shall hold office until the close of the session at which

13 See introduction, paras. 17, 18, 22 and 38.
140n the annex to resolution 33/138 of 19 December 1978, the General
Assembly decided as follows:

“1. In the election of the President of the General Assembly, regard
shall be had for equitable geogra ! rotation of this office among the
regions mentioned in aph 4 below.

“2. The twenty-one Vice-Presidents of the General Ammblwll be
clected according to the following pattern, wmto paragraph 3 we

“(a) Six ropresentatives from African 3

“(b) Five representatives from Asian States;

“(c) One representative from an Eastern European State;

“(d) Three representatives from Latin American States;

“(e¢) Two representatives from Western European or other States;

“(f) 2,‘: r? niatives from the permanent inembers of the Security

ncl

“3. The election of the President of the General Assembly will, how-
ever, have the effect of reducing one the rumber of vice-presidencies
allocated to the region from which the President is elected.
“4, The seven Chairmen of the Main Committees shall be elected
according to the following pattern:
“(a) Two representatives from African States;
*(b) Onc representative from an Asian Stale:
“(c) One representative from an Eastern European State;
‘“(d) One representative from a Latin American State;
“(e) One representative from a Western European or other State;
“(f) The seventh chairmanship shall rotate every alternate year among
representatives of Stotes mentioned in subparagraphs (b) and (d)
above.”

7



they are elected.!* The Vice-Presidents shall be elected, after the election

of the Chalrmen of the seven Main Committees referred to in rule 98

lé: m a way as to ensure the representative character of the General
ommittee,

Acting Presidens
Rule 32 [105]

If the President finds it necessary to be absent durin‘f a meeting
g{s any part thereof, he shall designate one of the Vice-Presidents to take
place.

Rule 33 [105]

A Vice-President acting as President shall have the same powers
and dutics as the President.

Replacement of *he President
Rule 34 [105]

If the President is unable to perform his functions, a new President
shall be elected for the unexpired term.

General powers of the President
Rule 35! [106]

In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon him elsewhere
b{etheae rules, the President shall declare the opening and closing of each
plenary meeting of the session, direct the discussions in plenary
meeting, cnsure observance of these rules, accord the right to speak,
put questions and announce decisions. He shall rule on ts of
order and, subject to these rules, shall have complete control of the qr_'?-
ceedings at any meeting and over the maintenance of order thereat. The
President may, in the course of the discussion of an item, propose to the
Geacral Assembly the limitation of the time to be allowed to speakers,
the limitation of the number of times each representative may speak,
the closure of the list of speakers or the closure of the debate. He may
also propose the s on or the adjournment of the meeting or the
adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion.

Rule 36! [107)

The President, in the exercise of his functions, remains under the
authority of the General Asgembly,

" 8 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Art. 21, second
sontence),

10 Sce introduction, para. 7; seo also annex I, para. 39, aonex IV, par. .g),
and annex V, para. 39,
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The President shall not vote
Rule 37 [104]

The President, or a Vice-Prosident acting as President, shall not
vote but shall designate another member of his delegation to vote in his
place.

V1. GENERAL COMMITTEE

Composition
Rule 384

The General Committee shall comprise the President cf the
General Assembly, who shall preside, the twenty-one Vice-Presidents
and the Chairmen of the seven Main Committees. No two members of
the General Committea shall be members of the same delegation, and
it shall be so constituted as to ensure its representative character.
Chairmen of other committees upon which all Members have the
right to be represented and which are established by the General
Assembg to meet during the session shall be entitled to attend meetings
glf thc1 eneral Committee and may participate without vote ui the

scussions.

Substitute members
Rule 391¢

If a Vice-President of the General Assembly finds it necessary to be
absent during a meeting of the General Committee, he may designate
a member of his delegation to take lg:‘rlm The Chairmen of & Main
Committee shall, in case of absence, ate one of the Vice-Chairmen
of the Committee to take his place, A V airman shall not have the
right to vote if he is of the same delegation as another member of the
General Committee. :

Functions
Rule 40%

The General Committes ghall, at the beginning of each session,
consider the provisional a, , together with the mp&lamury
m.ﬁﬁn lmewopoud e:nde.:'nlfgt?e Incln:li:n\ ':mthoy ' wéndn,th

to tem N ts 8 the
rejection of the request for inclusion or the inclusion of item in
the of a future seesion. It shall, in the same manner,
examine requests for the inclusion of additional items in the agenda
and shall make rccommendations thercon to the General Assembly.
In considering matters relating to the agenda of tho Genoral Assembly,

17 Soe introduction, paras. 7, 15, 17, 18, 22 and 38,

18 Seo Introduction, paras, 18, 17 and 30; sce also annex V, para, 10.

19 ﬁSeoMlntroducdon. para. 7; seo also anpex 1V, pars. ), and anoex V,
paras, 11-14,
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the General Committee shall not discuss the substance of any item
except in so far as this bears upon the question whether the General
Committes should recommend the inclusion of the item in the agenda,
the rejection of the request for inclusion or the inclusion of the item
i the provisional agenda of a future session, and what priority should
be accorded to an item the inclusion of which has been recommended.

Rule 414
Tho General Committee shall make recommendations to the Gea-

!
]
i
]
E
E
;

'l‘heOenunlCommitwemyrevhetheruoluﬁomadogwdby
the General Assembly, changing their form but not their substance.
Any such changes shall be reported to the General Assembly for its
consideration.

’;See introduction, pars. 7; sce also annex I, para. 20, annex IV, para, (f),
and annex V, paras. 13 and 14,
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VII. SECRETARIAT
Duties of the Secretary-General
Rule 45

The Secretary-General shall act in that caracity in all meetin
of the General Assembly,® its committees and its sul ttees, He
may dgesigmte a member of the Secretariat to act in his place at these
meetings.

Rule 46

The Secretary-General shall provide and direct the staif required
by the General bly and any committees or subsidiary organs
W) it may cstablish,

Duties of the Secretariat
Rule 47

The Secretariat shall receive, translate, print and distribute docu-
meats, I and resolutions of the General Assembly, its commit-
tees and its organs;® interpret speeches made at the meet.{np; prepare,
print and circulate the records of the seasion;®® have the custody and
proper preservation of the documents in the archives of the General
Assembly; distribute all documents of the Assembly to the Members of
the United Nations, and, generally, perform all other work which the
Assembly may require.

Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization

Rule 48
TheSea'emy—Gmdahlllmaket:nt:nual lnduymch
supplemen repocts as required, Assem
thewukott‘& ":'Huhdlcommwthemul ot

wtbeMembundtheUniw&Ntﬁouuhmhty-ﬂvedaynbdm‘tbe
opening of the sessios.

Notification under Art:cle 12 of the Charter

Rule 49%

The with the cemsemt of the Securhy
Council, shall y the General Aseomubly at ench soselon of
-Mddnhhmahww:‘

are the Security Council, and

which being dealt with b
mnnrl mﬂfythoGenenlAu]emhl.orthoMmbmof

the United Nations if the Geaeral Aawmiy)ly is not in session,
immediately the Security Council ceasces 1o deal with such matters.

21 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Art. 98).
28 Seo annex V, para. 107,
3 Sep annox V, para. 108,
34 Rule reproducing textually a provision of the Charter (Art. 12, para. 2).

11



Regulations concerning the Secretariat
Rule 50%

The Gen:ral Assembly shall establish regulations concerning the
staff of the Seccretariat,®

VIII. LANGUAGES

Official and working languages
Rule 51

Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be both the
official and the working languages of the General Assembly, its com-
mittess and its subcommittees, Arabic shall be both an official and a
working language of the General Assembly and its Main Committees.

Iuterpretation
Rule 5237

Speeches made in any of the six languafes of the General As-
semlly shall be interpreted into the other five languages, provided that
interpretation from and into Arabic shall bs made only in the Assembly
and in its Main Committees.

Rule 53%

Any representative may make a speech in a language other than
the languages of the General Assembly. In this case, he shall himself
provide for interpretation into one of the languages of the General
Asssmbly or of the committee concerned. Interpretation into the other
languages of the General Assembly or of the committee concerned by
the interpreters of the Secretariat may be based on the interpretation
given in the first such language.

Languages of verbatim and summary records
Rule 5447

Verbatim or summary records shall be drawn up as soon as possible
in the languages of the General Assembly, provided that such records
shall ts drawn up in Arabic only for the plenary meetings of the
Assembly and for the meetings of the Main Committees,

28 Rule based directly on a provision of +he Charter (Art. 101, /para. 1).

20 For the Staff Regulations of the Unitv. Nations, see ST/SGB/Staff Regu-
lations/Rev.7 and Rev.7/Amend.1-3.

27 See introduction, paras. 5, 27, 28 and 34.
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Languages of the Journal of the United Nations
Rule 55%

During the sessions of the General Assembly, the Journal of the
United Nations shall be published in the languages of the Assembly.

Languages of resolutions and other documents
Rule 56%°

All resolutions and other documents shall be published in the
languages of the General Assembly, provided that publication in Arabic
of such documents shal! be limited to those of Assembly and its
Main Committees.

Publications in languages other than the languages of the General
Assembly
Rule 57%

Documents of the General Assembly, its committees and its sub-
committees shall, if the Assembly so decides, be published in any
langung:d other than the languages of the Assembly or of the committee
concerned.

IX. RECORDS
Records and sound recordings of meetings
Rule 582

(a) Verbatim records of the meetings of the General Assembly and
of the Political and Security Committee (First Committee) shall be
drawn up by the Secretariat and submitted to those organs after approval
by the presiding officer. The General Assembly shall decide upon the
form of the records of the meetings of the other Main Committees and,
if any, of the subsidiary or; and of :ﬁecial eetings and conferences.
No organ of the General Assembly shall have both verbatim and sum-
mary records.

(b) Sound recordings of the meetings of the General Assembly and
of the Main Committees shall be made by the Secretariat. Such record-
ings shall also be made of the proceedings of subsidiary organs and spe-
cial meetings and conferences when they so decide.

Resolutions
Rule §9

Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly shall be communi-
cated by the Secretary-General to the Members of the United Nations
within fifteen days after the close of the session,

28 See introduction, para. 30; see also annex V, para. 108.
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X. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MEETINGS OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY, ITS COMMITTEES AND ITS SUBCOMMITTEES

Genural principles
Rule 60

The meetings of the General Assembly and its Main Committees
shall be held in public unless the organ concerned decides that excep-
tional circumstances require that the meeting be held in private, Meetin
of other committees and subcommittees shall also be held in public
unless the organ concerned decides otherwise.

Private meetings
Rule 61

All decisions of the General /Assembly taken at & private meeting
shall be announced at an early public meeting of the Assembly. At the
close of each private meetins of the Main Committees, other committees
and su ttees, the an may issue a comimuniqué through the
Secretary-General.

XI. MINUTE OF SILENT PRAYER OR MEDITATION

Invitation to silent prayer or meditation
Rule 62%

Immediately after the opening of the first plenary meeﬁng and
immediately preceding the closing of the final plenary meeting of each
session of the General Assembly, the President shall invite the repre-
se:(tﬂati:ies to observe one minute of sillence dedicated to prayer of
meditation.

XII. PLENARY MEETINGS
CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

Emergency special sessions
Rule 63%

Notwithstanding the provisions of any other rule and unless the
General Assembly decides otherwise, the Assembly, in case of an emer-
ncy special session, shall convene in plenary meeting only and proceed
irectly to consider the item propused for consideration in the request
for the holding of the session, without previous reference to the General
Committee or to any other committee; the President and Vice-Presidents
for such emergency special sessions shall be, respectively, the chairmen
of those delegations from which were elected the President and Vice-
Presidents of the previous session,

29 Sep introduction, para. 7.
30 See introduction, para. 9.
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Report of the Secretury-General
Rule 64

Pro| to refer any n of the report of the Secrotary-General
to one of the Main Committees without debate shall bs decided upon
by the General Assembly without previous reference to the General

ttee.

Reference to commiltiees
Rule 65

The General Assembly shall not, unless it decides otherwise, make
s final decision upon any item on the agenda until it has received the
report of a committee on that item.

Discussion of reports of Main Committees
Rule 66

Discussion of a report of a Main Committee in a plenary meeting
of the General Assembly shall take place if at least one third of the
members present and voting at the plenary meeting consider such a
discussion to be necessary. Any proposal to this effect shall not be
debated but shall be immediately put to the vote.

Quorum
Rule 6722 [108]

The President may declare a meeting open and permit the debate to
proceed when at least one third of the members of the General Assembly
are present. The presence of a majority of the members shall be required
for any decision to be taken.

Speeches
Rule 68° [109]

No representative may address the General Assembly without hav-
ing rr;\{ilwdy obtained the permission of the Fresident. The President

lﬂm speakers in the order in which they si their desire
to speak. The President may call a speaker to order if his remarks are
not relevant to the subject under discussion.

Precedence
Rule 69 {111}

The Chairman and the Rapporteur of a committee may be accorded
precedence for the purpose of explaining the conclusions arrived at by
their committee.

81 See introduction, para. 7.
a2 7S«:c.a introduction, para. 30; see also aunex IV, para. (g) (i), and annex V,

"8 See annex 1V, para. (g) (ii), and annex V, paras. 69-71.
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Statements by the Secretariat
Rule 70 [112]

The Secretary-General, or a member of the Secretariat designated
by him as his representative, may at any time make either oral or writ-
ten statements to the General Assembly concerning any question under
consideration by it.

Points of order
Rule 7134 [113)

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may rise to
a point of order, and the point of order shall be immediately decided
by the President in accordance with the rules of procedure. A repre-
sentative may appeal against the ruling of the President. The appeal
shall be immediately put to the vote, and the President's ruling shall
stand unle: s overruled by a majority of the members present and voting.
A represen:ative rising to a point of order may not speak on the sub-
stance of the matter under discussion.

Time-limit on speeches
Rule 72% [114]

The General Assembly may limit the tit'e to be allowed to each
speaker and the number of times each representative may speak on any
question. Before a decision is taken, two representatives may speak in
favour of, and two against, a proposal to set such limits. When the
debate is limited and a representative exceeds his allotted time, the
President shall call him to order without delay.

Closing of list of speakers, right of reply
Ruie 73% [113)

During the course of a debate, the President may announce the
list of speakers and, with the consent of the General Assembly, declare
the list closed, He may, however, accord the right of refly to any mem-
ger irit l:l speech delivered after he has declared the list closed makes this

esirable.

Adjournment of debate
Rule 74% [116]

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move
the adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In addition
to the propaser of the motion, two representutives may speak in favour

84 See introduction, para. 7; sce also anncx V, para. 79.
46 See introduction, paras. 7 and 30.

38 Sce anncx V, paras. 46, 69, 77 and 78.

37 See introduction, para. 7.
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of, and two against, the motion, after which the motion shall be immedi-
ately put to the vote. The President may limit the time to be allowed
to speakers under this rule.

Closure of debate
Rule 75% [117]

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate
on the item under discussion, whether or not any other representative
has signified his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of
the debate shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure,
after which the motion shall be immediately put to the vote. If the
General Assembly is in favour of the closure, the President shall declare
the closure of the debate. The President may limit the time to be allowed
to speakers under this rule.

Suspension or adjournment of the meeting
Rule 76°7 [118)

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the
suspension or the adjournment of the mecting. Such motions shall not
be debated but shall be immediately put to the vote, The President may
limit the time to be allowed to the speaker moving the suspension or
adjournment of the meeting.

Order of procedural motions
Rule 77 [119]

Subject to rule 71, the motions indicated below shall have fre-
cedence in the following order over all other proposals or motions before
the meetin_g: .

(a) To suspend the meeting;

(b) To adjoum the meeting;

(c) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion;

(d) To close the debate on the item under discussion.

Proposals and amendments
Rule 782 [120]

Proposals and amendments shall normally be submitted in writing
to the Secretary-General, who shall circulate copies to the delegations.
As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put te the vote at
any meeting of the General Assembly unless copies of it have been
circulated to all delegations not later than the day preceding the meeting,
The President may, however, permit the discussion and consideration of
amendments, or of motions as to procedure, even though such amend-

38 Sce annex V, paras. 87 and 88.
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ments and motions have not been circulated or have only beea circu-
lated the same day.

Decisions on competence
Rule 79% [121]

Subject to rule 77, any motion calling for a decision on the compe-
tence of the General Assembly to adopt a proposal submitted to it shall
be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the proposal in question.

Withdrawal of motions
Rule 80 [122]

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before
voting on it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been
men&ed. A motion thus withdrawn may be reintroduced by any
member,

Reconsideration of proposais
Rule 81 [123)

When a proposal has been angted or rejected, it may not be re-
considered at the same session unless the General Assembly, ? 2
two-thirds majority of the members present and voting, so decides. Per-
mission to speak on a motion t~ reconsider shall be accorded only to

two speakers opposing the motiun, after which it shall be immediately
put to the vote.

Voring
Voting rights
Rule 82% [124]

Each member of the General Assembly shall have one vote.

Two-thirds majority
Rule 83%

Decisions of the General Assembly on important questions
shall be made by a two-thirds majority of the members present
and voting. These questions shall include: recommendations with
respect to the maintenance of internations! peace and security,
the election of the non-permanent members of the Security
Council, the election of the members of the Economic and
Soclal Council, the election of members of the Trusteeship
Couneil in accordance with paragraph 1 ¢ of Article 86 of the
Charter, the admission of new Members to the United Nations,
the suspension of the rights and privileges of membership, the

3 Rules 82, 83 and 85 reproduce the three paragra,»s of Article 18 of the
Charter,

18



expulsion of Members, questions relating to the operation of
thg trusteeship system, and budgetary questions.

Rule 84%

Decisions of the General Assembly on amendments to proposals
relating to important :Luudons, and on parts of such promn’in put to
the vote separately, shall be made by a two-thirds majority of the
members present and voting.

Simple majority
Rule 852 [125)

Decisions of the General Auembgv on questions other than
those provided for in rule 83, including the determination of
additional categories of questions to be decided by a two-thirds
majority, shall be made by a majority of the members present
and voling.

Meaning of the phrase “members present and voting”
Rule 86 [126)]

For the purposes of these rules, the phrase “members present and
voting” means members casting an affirmative or negative vote. Mem-
bers which abstain from voting are considered as not voting,

Method of voting
Rule 874 [127]

(a) The General Assembly shall normally vote by show of hands
or by standing, but any representative may request a roli-call. The
roll-call shall be taken in the English alphabetical order of the names
of the members, beginning with the member whose name is drawn
by lot by the President. The name of each member shall be called in
angsroll-call, and one of its representatives shali reg? “yes”, “no” or
“abstention”, The result of the voting shall be inserted in the record in
the English alphabetical order of the names of the members.

(b) When the General Assembly votes by mechanical means, a
non-recorded vote shall replace a vote by show of hands or by standing
and a recorded vote shall replace a roll-call vote. Any representative
may request a recorded vote. In the case of a recorded vote, the
General Assembly shall, unless a representative requests otherwise,
dispense with the procedure of calling out the names of the members;
nevertheless, the result of the voting shall be inserted in the record
in the same manner as that of a ro "-call vote,

40 See introduction, para. 10; see also anmex I, special rule F.
41 Sec introduction, para. 24; see also annex V, para. 84,
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Conduct during voting
Rule 8842 [128]

After the President has announced the beginning of voti:r. no
representative shall interrupt the voting except on a point of order in
connexion with the actual conduct of the voting. The President may
permit members to explain their votes, either before or after the votin,
except when the vote is taken by secret ballot, The President may limit
the time to be allowed for such explanations, The President shali not
permit the proposer of @ proposal or of an amendment to explain his
vote ou his own proposal or amendment.

Division of proposals and amendments
Rule 894 [129]

A representative may move that ?lm of a proposal or of an
amendment should be voted on separately, If objection is made to the
request for division, the motion for division shall be voted upon.
Permission to speak on the motion for division shall be given only to
two speakers in favour and two speakers against. If the mouon for
division is carried, those parts of the proposal or of the amendment
which are approved shall then be put to the vote as a whole. If all
operative parts of the proposal or of the amendment have been rejected,
the proposal or the amendment shall be considered to have been re~
jected as a whole,

Voting on amendments
Rule 904 [130]

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall
be voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a pro-
posal, the General Assembly shall first vote on the amendment furthest
removed in substance from the original proposal and then on the
amendment next furthest rcmoved therefrom, and so on until all
the amendments have been put to the vote. Where, however, the adop-
tion of one amendment necessarily implies the rejection of another
amendment, the latter amendment shall not be put to the vote, If one
or more amendments are adopted, the amended proposal shall then be
voted upon. A motion is considered an amendment to a proposal if it
merely adds to, deletes from or revises part of the proposal.

Voting on proposals
Rule 91 [131]

If two or more proposals relate to the same question, the General
Assembly shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the
order in which they have been submitted. The General Assembly may,

42 See introduction, para, 7: scc also annex V, paras, 74-76.
13 See introduction, para. 7.

20



after each vote on a proposal, decido whether to vote on the next
proposal.

Elections
Rule 92 [103]

All elections shall be held by secret ballot, There shall be no
nominations,

Rule 93 [132)

When only one person or Member is to be elected and no candi-
date obtains in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot
shall be taken, which shall be restricted to the two candidates obtaining
the largest number of votes, If in the second ballot the votes are
equally divided, and a majority is ruluircd, the President shall decide
between the candidates by drawing lots, If a two-thirds majority is
required, the balloting shall be continued until one-candidate secures
two thirds of the votes cast; provided that, after the third inconclusive
ballot, votes may be cast for any eligible persoa or Momber, 1f three
such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive, the next three ballots shall
be restricted to the two candidates who obtained the greatest number
of votes in the third of the unrestricted ballots, and the following three
ballots thereafter shall be unrestricted, and so on until a person or
Member is elected. These provisions shall not prejudice the application
of rules 143, 144, 146 and 148.

Rule 94

When two or more clective places are to be filled at one time
under the same conditions, those candidates obtaining in the first ballot
the majority required shall be clected. If the number of candidates
obtaining such majority is less than the number of persons or Members
to be tlected, there shall be additional ballots to il the remaining
places, the voting being restricted to the candidates obtaining the great-
est number of votes in the previous ballot, to a number not more than
twice the places remaining to be filled; provided that, after the third
inconclusive ballot, votes may be cast for any ‘eligible person or Mem-
ber. If three such unrestricted ballots are inconclusive, the next three
ballots shall be restricted to the candidates who obtained the greatest
number of votes in the third of the unrestricted ballots, to a number not
more than twice the places remaining to be filled, and the following
three ballots thereafter shall be unrestricted, and so on until all the
places have been filled. These provisions shall not prejudice the appli-
cation of rules 143, 144, 146 and 148,

Equally divided votes
Rule 95 [133]

If a vote is equally divided on matters other than electicns
second vote shall be taken at a subsequent meeting which shall be
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held within forty-cight hours of the first vote, aud it shall be exprossly
mentioned in the agenda that a second vote will be taken on the matter
in question. If this vote also results in equality, the proposal shall be
regarded as rejected.

Xill. COMMITTEES
ESTABLISHMENT, OFFICERS, ORGANIZATION OF WORK

Establishment of committees
Rule 96

The General Assembly may establish such committees as it deems
necessary for the performance of its functions.

Categories of subjects
Rule 97#

Items relating to the same category of subjects shall be referred
to the committee or committees dealing with that category of subjects.
Committees shall not introduce new items on their own initiative,

Main Committees
Rule 984

The Main Committees of the General Assembly are the following:

(a) Political and Security Committee (including the regulation
of armaments) (First Committee);

(b) Special Political Committee;

(¢) Economic and Financial Committee (Second Committes);
i (ii) Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (Third Com-

ttee);

(e) Trusteeship Committee (including Non-Self-Governing Terri-
tories) (Fourth Committee);

(f) Administrative and Budgetary Committee (Fifth Committee);

(g) Legal Committee (Sixth Committee).

Organization of work
Rule 994¢

(a) All the Main Committees shall, during the first week of the
session, hold the elections provided for in rule 103,

(b) Bach Main C ttee, taking into account the closing date
for the session fixed by the General Assembly on the recommendation
of the General Comrittee, shall adopt its own priorities and meet as
may be necessary to complete the consideration of the items referred

o chsa%lex 1, paras, 22 and 23, annex 1II, paras, 1, 19 and 20, and annex
* saras, 25-28.

4 See {ntroduction, paras. 17 and 30; sec also annex V, paras. 29-38.

40 §ee introduction, paras. 7, 1¢ and 30.
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to it. It shall at the be of the session adopt & programme of
work indicating, it ble, a target datc for the conclusion of its
work, the approximate dates of consideration of items and the number
of mestings to be allocated to each item,

Representation of Members
Rule 100

Bach Member may be represented by one person on each Main
Committes and on any other committee that may be established upon
which all Members have the “mm be represented. It may also
assign to thess committeps advisers, technical advisers, experts or
persons of similar status,

Rule 101

Upon designation by the chairman of the delegation, advisers,
technical advisers, experts or persons of similar status may act as
members of committees, Persons of this status shall not, however,
unless designated as alternate representatives, be eligible for election
as Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen or Rapporteurs of committees or for
seats in the General Assembly.

Subcommittees
Rule 102¢

EBach committee may set up subcommitiees, which shall elsct
their own officers.

Election of officers
Rule 103 [92)

Each Main Committee shall elect a Chairman, two Vice-Chairmen
and & Rapporteur. In the case of other committees, each shall elect a
Chaj.man, one or more Vice-Chairmen and a Rapporteur. These officers
shall be elected on the basis of equitable geographical distribution,
experience and personal competence. The elections shall be held by
secret ballot unless the committee decides otherwise in an election
where only one candidate is standing The nomination of each candi-
date shall be limited to one speaker, after which the committee shall
immediately proceed to the election.

The Chairman of a Main Committee shall not vote
Rule 104 [37)

The Chairman of a Main Committee shall not vote, but another
member of his delegation may vote in his place.

"7 47 Sge annex I, para. 14, annex II, para. 29, annex 1V, para. (e), and annex
V, para, 66. ]
48 See introduction, para. 30; see also wnex V, paras. 40 and 54-57.
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Absence of officers
Rule 1054 {32.34]

If the Chairman finds it necessary to be absent during a mecting
or any part thereof, he shall designate one of the Vice-Chairmen to
take his place. A Vice-Chairman acting as Chairman shall have the
same powers and duties as the Chairman. If any officer of the commit-
tee is unable to perform his functions, a new officer shall he elected
for the unexpired term,

Functions of the Chairman
Rule 106%° [35]

The Chairman shall declare the opening and closing cf each
meeting of the ccmmittee, direct its discussions, ensure observance
of these rules, accord the right to speak, put questions and announce
decisions. He shall rule on points of order and, subject to these rules,
shall have complete control of the proceedings at any meeting and
over the maintenance of order thereat. The Chairman may, in the
course of the discussion of an item, propose to the committee the limi-
tation of the time to be allowed to speakers, the limitation of the
number of times each representative may speak, the closure of the list
of speakers or the closure of the debate. He may also propose the
suspension or the adjournment of the meeting or the adjournment of
the debate on the item under discussion. )

Rule 107%° [36]

The Cheirman, in the exercise of his tunctions, remains under
the authority of the committee.

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

Quorum
Rule 108%! {67]

The Chairman may declare a meeting open and permn che debate
to proceed when at least one quarter of the members of the committee
are present. The presence of a majority of the members shall be required
for any decision to be taken.

Sp-eches
Rule 109° [68]

No_representative raay address the committce 'without having
previously obtained the permission of the Chairman. The Chairman

10 See introduction, para. 30.

30 See introduction, para. 7; see also annex 1, para, 39, annex IV, para. (g),
and anne~ V, para. 39,

5l See introduction, paras. 7 and 30.

52 See¢ annex 1V, para. (g), (ii), and annex V, paras. 69-71.
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shall call upon speakers in the order in which they signify their desire
to speak. The Chairman may call a speaker to order if his remarks
are not relevant to the subject under discussion,

Congratulations
Rule 110%

¢ ongratulations to the officers of a Main Committee shall not be
expressed except by the Chairman of the previous session——or, in his
absence, by a member of his delegation—after all the officers of the
Committee have been elected,

Precedence
Rule 111 [69]

The Chairman and the Rapporteur of a committee or subcom-
mittee may be accorded precedence for the purpose of explaining the
conclusions arrived at by their committee or subcommittee,

Statements by the Secretariat
Rule 112 [70]

The Secretary-General, or a member of the Secretariat designated
by him as his representative, may at any time make either oral or
written statements to any committee or subcommittee concerning any
question under consideration by it. ’

Points of order
Rule 113 [71]

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may rise
to a point of order, and the point of order shall be immediately
decided by the Chairman in accordance with the rules of procedure.
A representative may appeal against the ruling of the Chairman.
The appeal shall be immediately put to the vote, and the Chairman's
ruling shall stand unless overruled by a majority of the members preseat
and voting. A representative rising to a point of order may not speak
on the substance of the matter under discussion.

Time-limit on speeches
Rule 114 [72]

The committee may limit the times to be allowed to each speaker
and the number of times each representative may speak on any question.
Before a decision is taken, two representatives may speak in favour of,
and iwo against, a proposal to set such limits. Wheu the debate is

88 See introduction, para. 30.
54 See introduction, para. 7; sec also annex V, para. 79,
56 See introduction, paras. 7 and 30.

25



limited and a representative exceeds his allotted time, the Chairman
shall call him to order without delay.

Closing of list of speakers, right of reply
Rule 113% [783]

During the course of a debate, the Chairman may announce the
list of s erc and, with the consent of the committee, declare the list
closed. He may, however, accord the right of reply to any member
ifas fech delivered after he has declared the list closed makes this
desirable.

Adjournment of debate
Rule 116%" [74]

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move
the adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion. In addition
to the proposer of the motion, two representatives may speak in favour
of, and two against, the motion, after which the motion shall be
immediately put to the vote, The Chairman may limit the time to be
allowed to speakers under this rule.

Closure of debate
Rule 117% [75]

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate
on the item under discussion, whether or not any other representative
has signified his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of
the debate shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure,
after which the motion shall be immediately put to the vote, If the
committee is in favour of the closure, the Chairman shall declare the
closure of the debate, The Chairman may limit the time to be allowed
to speakers under this rule.

Suspension or adjournment of the meeting
Rule 1187 [76]

Curing the discussion of any matter, a representative may move
the suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such motions shall
not be debated but shall be immediately put to the vote. The Chair-
man may limit the time to be allowed to the speaker moving the
suspension or adjournment of the meeting,

60 Sce annex V, paras. 69, 77 and 78,
87 See introduction, para. 7.
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Order of p.ocedural motions
Rule 119 [77]

Subject to rule 113, the motions indicated below shall have prece-
dence in the following order over all other proposals or motions before
the meeting:

(a) To suspend the meeting;

(b) To adjou™ the meeting;

(c) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion;

(d) To close the debate on the item under discussion.

Proposals and amendments
Rule 120 [78]

Proposels and amendments shall normally be submitted in writing
to the Secretary-General, who shall circulate copies to the delegations.
As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to the vote
at a:ﬁ' meeting of the committee unless copies of it have heen circulated
to all delegations not later than the day preceding the meeting, The
Chairman may, however, perm<t the discussion and consideration of
amendments, or of motions as to Y;ocedure, even though such amend-
ments and motions have not been circulated or have only been circulated
the same day.

Decislons on competence
Rule 121% [79]

Subject to rule 119, any motion calling for a decision on the com-
petenee of the General Assembly or the committee to adopt a proposal
submitted to it shall be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the
proposal in question, .

Withdrawal of motions
Rule 122 [80]
A ‘votion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before

voting .4 it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been

amended, A motion thus withdrawn may be reintroduced by auny
member,

Reconsideration of proposals
Rule 123 [81]

. When a propoz2! has been adopied or rejected, it may not be recon-
sidered at the same session unless the comumittee, by a two-thirds major-
ity of the members present and voting, so decides. Permission to speak

38 See anncx V, paras. 87 and 88,
59 Ses annex V, para. 96.
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on a motion to reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers oppos-
ing the motion, after which it shall be immediately put to the vote.

VOTING

Voting rights
Rule 124 [82]

Each member of the committee shall have one vote.

Maijority required
Rule 125 [85]

Decisions of committees shall be made by a majority of the mem-
bers present and voting,

Meaning of the phrase “members present and voting”
Rule 126 [86]

For the purposes of these rules, the phrase ‘“members present and
voting” means members casting an affirmative or negative vote, Men-
bers which abstain from voting are considered as not voting.

Method of voting
Rule 127% [87]

(a) The committee shall normally vote by show of hands or by
standing, but any representative may request a roll-call. The roll-call
shall be taken in the English alphabetical order of the names of the mem-
bers, beginning with the member whose name is drawn by lot by the
Chairman. The name of each member shall be called in any roll-call,
and its representative shall reply “yes”, “no” or “abstention”. "The result
of the voting shall be inserted in the record in the English alphabetical
order of the names of the members.

(b) When the committee votes by mechanical means, a non-
recorded vote shall replace a vote by show of hands or by standing and
a recorded vote shall replace a roll-call vote. Any representative may
request a recorded vote. In the case of a recorded vote, the committee
shall, unless a representative requests otherwise, dispense with the
procedure of calling out the names of the members; nevertheless, the
result of the voting shall be inserted in the record in the same manner
as that of a roll-call vote.

Conduct during voting
Rule 128° [88]

After the Chairman has announced the beginning of voting, no
representative shall interrupt the voting except on a point of order in

60 See introduc*ion, para, 24; sce also annex V, para. 84.
01 Sce introdugtion, para, 7; sce also annex V, paras. 74-76.
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connexion with the actual conduct of the voting, The Chairman may
permit members to explein their votes, either before or after the voting,
except when the vote is taken by secret ballot, The Chairman may limit
the time to be allowed for such explanations, The Chairman shall not
permit the proposer of a proposal or of an amendment to explain his
vote on his own proposal or amendment.

Division of proposals and amendments
Rule 1292 [89]

A represeniative may move that parts of a proposal or of an
amendment should be voled on separately. If objection is made to the
request for division, the motion for division shall be voted upon. Permis-
sion to speak on the motion for division shall be given only to two
speakers in favour and two speakers against. If the motion for division
is carried, those parts of the proposal or of the amendment which are
approved shall then be put to the vote as a whole. If all operative parts
of the proposal or of the amendment have been rejected, the proposal
or the amendment shall be considered to have been rejected as a wiole.

Voti.'g on amendments
Rule 1309 [90]

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall
be voted on first, When two or more amendments are moved to a pro-
sal, the committee shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed
in gubstance from the original proposal and then on the amendment next
furthest removed therefrom, and so on until all the amendments have
been put to the vote, Where, however, the adoption of one amendment
necessarily implies the rejection of another amendment, the latter amend-
ment shall not be put to the vote. If one or more amendments are
adopted, the amended proposal shall then be voted upon. A motion is
considered an amendment to a proposal if it merely adds to, deletes from
or revises part of the proposal.

Voting on proposals
Rule 131 [91)

If two or more proposals relate to thc same question, the commit-
tec shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order
in which they have been submitted. The committee may, after each vote
on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal,

Elections
Rule 132 [93]

When only one person or Member is to be elected and no candidate
obtains in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall be

02 Sge introduction, para. 7.
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taken, which shall be restricted to the two candidates obtaining the
largest number of votes. If in the second ballot the votes are equally
divided, and a m?}ority is required, the Chairman shall decide between
the candidates by drawing lots.

Equally divided votes
Rule 133 [95]

If a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections, the
proposal shall be regarded as rejected.

XIV. ADMISSION OF NEW MLMBERS
TO THE UNITED NATJONS

Applications
Rule 1340

Any State which desires to become a Member of the United
Nations shall submit an a%plication to the Secretary-General. Such
application shall contain a declaration, made in a formal instrument,
Ehgt the State in question accepts the obligations contained in the

arter.

Notification of applications
Rule 135

The Secretary-General shall, for information, send a cm of the
application to the General Assembly, or to the Members of United
ations if the Assembly is not in session.

Consideration of applications and decision thereon
Rule 136

If the Security Council recommends the applicant State for mem-
bership, the General Assemblf' shall consider whether the applicant is
a peace-loving State and is able and willing to carry out the obligations
contained in the Charter and shall decide, by a two-thirds majority nf
the members present and voting, upon its application for membership.

Rule 137®

If the Security Council does not recommend the applicant State
for membership or postpones the consideration of the appi.cation, the
General Assembly may, after full consideration of the special report of
the Security Council, send the application back to the Council, together
with a full record of the discussicn in the Assembly, for further con-
sideration and recommendation or report.

93 See introduction, para. 4.



Notification of decision and effective date of membership
Rule 138%

The Secretary-General shall inform the applicant State of the deci-
sion of the General Assembly, If the application is approved, member-
ship shall become effective on the date on which the General Assembly
takes its decision on the application.

XV. ELECTIONS TO PRINCIPAL ORGANS

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Terms of office
Rule 139

Except as provided in rule 147, the term of office of members of
Councils shall begin on 1 January following their election by the General
Assembly and shall end on 31 December following the election of their
Successors,

By-elections
Rule 140

Should a member cease to belong to a Council before its term of
office expires, a by-election shall be held separately at the next session
of the General Assembly to elect a member for the unexpired term.

SECRETARY-GENERAL

Appointment of the Secretary-General
Rule 141

When the Security Council has submitted its recommenation on
the appointmer:. of the Secretary-General, the General Assembly shall
consider the recommendation and vote upon it by secret ballot in private
meeting.

SEcuRriTY COUNCIL

Annual elections
Rule 1420

The General Assembly shall each year, in the course of its regular

8¢Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter {(Art, 23, para. 2. as
nmon%csd under General Assembly resolution 1591 4 (XVIII)). See introduction,
para. 23.
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session, clect five non-permanent members of the Security Council for
a term of two years,®®

Qualifications for membership
Rule 143%¢

In the election of non-permanent members of the Security Council,
due regard shall, in accordance with Article 23, paragraph 1, of the
Charter, be specially paid, in the first instance, to the contribution of
Members of the United Nations to the maintenance of international
peace and serurity and to the other purposes of the Organization, and
also to equitable geographical distribution.®

Re-elegibility
Rule 144

A retiring member of the Security Council shall not be
eligible for immediate re-election.

EconoMIc AND SociAL COUNCIL

Annual elections
Rule 14598

The General Assembly shall each year, in the course of its regular
session. elect eighteen members of the Economic and Social Council for
a term of three years.%®

65 Under paragraph 3 of resolution 1991 A (XVIII) of 17 December 1963,
the General Assembly decided that “the ten non-permanent members of the
Security Council shall be elected according to the following pattern:

“(a) Five from African and Asian States;

“(b) One from Eastern European States;

“(c) Two from Latin American States;

“(d) Two from Western European and other States”.

66 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Art. 23, para. 1).

87 Rule reproducing textually a provision of the Charter (Art, 23, para, 2,
1ast sentence).

68 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Art. 61, para. 2, as
amended under General Assembly resolution 2847 (XXVI)). See introdurtion,
paras. 23 and 32.

69 Under paragraph 4 of resolution 2847 (XXVI) of 20 December 1971,
the General Assembly decided that “the members of the Economic and Social
Council shall be elected according to the following pattern:

“(a) Fourteen members from African States;

“(b) Eleven members from Asian States;

*(¢) Ten members from Latin American States;

“(d) Thirteen members from Western European and oiher States;

“(e) Six members from sccialisi States of Eastern Europe”.
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Re-eligibility
Rule 146

A retiring member of the Economic and Social Council shall
be eligible for immediate re-election.

TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL

Occasions for elections
Rule 147

When a Trusteeship Agreement has bemproved and a Member
of the United Nations has become an A stering Authority of a
Trust Territory in accordance with Article 83 or Article 85 of the
Charter, the General Assembly shall hold such election or elections to
the Trusteeship Council as may be necessary, in accordance with
Article 86. A Member or Members elected at any such election at a
regular session shall take office immediately upon their election and
shall complete their terms in accordance with the provisions of rule 139
als ig they had begun their terms of office on 1 January following theit
election, :

Terms of office and re-eligibility
Rule 1487

A non-administering member of the Trusteeship Council shall be
elecltedﬂfor a term of three years and shall be eligible for immediate
re-election.

Vacancies
Rule 149
At each session the General Assembly shall, in accordance with
Article 86 of the Charter, elect members to fill any vacancies.

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE

Method of election
Rule 150

The election of the members of the International Court of Justice
shall take place in accordance with the Statute of the Court.
Rule 151

Any meeting of the General Assembly held in pursuance of the
Statute of the International Court of Justice for the purpose of electing

70 Rule reproducing textually a vrovision of the Charter (Art. 61, para, 2,
last sentence).
71 Rule bascd Jirectly on a provision of the Charter (A:t. 86, para. 1 ¢).
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members of the Court shall continue until as many candidates as are
required for all the seats to be filled have obtained in one or more
ballots an absolute majority of votes.

XVI1. ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Regulations for financial administration
Rule 152

The General Assembly shall establish regulations for the financial
administration of the United Natlons.’

Financial implications of resolutions
Rule 1537

No resolution involving expenditure shall be recommended by a
committee fo: approval by the General Assembly unless it is accom-
panied by an estimate of expenditures prepared by the Secretary-
General. No rosolution in respect of which expenditures are anticipated
by the Secretary-General shall be voted by the General Asseinbly until
the Administrative and Budgetary Committee (Fifth Comiaittes) has
had an opportunity of stating the effect of the proposal upon the
budget estimates of the United Nations.

Rule 15347

"Che Secretary-General shall keep all committees informed of the
detailed estimated cost of all resolutions which have been recommended
by the committees for approval by the General Assembly.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY
QUESTIONS
Rule 1557

The General Assembly shall appoint an Adviscry Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions consisting of sixteen members,
including at least three financial experts of recognized standing.

Composition

Appointment

Rule 1567

The members of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions, no two of whom shall be nationals of the same
State, shall be selected on the basis of broad geographical representa-
tion, personal qualifications and experience and shall serve for a period
of three years corresponding to three calendar years, Members shall

72 For the Financial Regulations of the United Nations, sce ST/SGB/Finan-
cial Rules/1/Rev.2,

78 See annex V, paras. 97 and 98.

74 See introduction, paras, 19, 31 and 36.

76 See introduction, paras. 19 and 36.
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retire by rotation and shall be eligible fcr reappointment. The three
financial experts shall not retire simultaneously. The General Assembly
shall appoint the members of the Advisory Committee at the regular
session immediately preceding the expiration of the term of office of the
members or, in case of vacancies, at the next session.

Functions
Rule 1577

The Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques-
tions shall be responsible for expert examination of the programme
budget of the United Nations and shall assist the Administrative and
Budgetary Committee (Fifth Committee). At the beginning of each
regular session at which the proposed programme budget for the follow-
ing biennium is to be considerad, it shall submit to the General Assembly
a detailed report on the proposed programme budget for that biennium,
It shall also submit, at such times as may be specified in the applicable
RJrovisions of the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United

ations,’ a report on the accounts of the United Nations and all United
Nations entities for which the Secretary-General has administrative
responsibility. It shall examine on behalf of the General Assembly the
administrative budgets of specialized agencies and proposals for finan-
cial and budgetary arrangements with such agencies. It shall perform
such other duties as may be assigned to it under the Financial Regula-
tions of the United Nations.

COMMITTER ON CONTRIBUTIONS

Appointment
Rule 1587

The General Assembly shall appoint an expert Committee on
Contributions consisting of eighteen members.

Composition
Rule 1597

The members of the Committee on Contributions, no two of whom
shall be nationals of the same State, shall be selected on the basis of
broad geographical representation, personal qualifications and expe-
rience and shall serve for a period of three years corresponding to
three calendar years. Members shall retire by rotation and shal? be
eligible for reappointment. The General Assembly shall appoint the
members of the Committee on Contributions at the regular session
immediately preceding the expiration of the term of office of the
members or, In case of vacancies, at the next session.

76 See introduction, para. 36.

77 §T/SGB/Financial Rules/1/Rev.2,

78 §ce introduction, paras. 26, 33 and 3S.
7 Sece introduction, para. 37.
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Functions
Rule 160

The Committee on Contribations shall advise the General Assem-
bly concerning the apportionment, under Article 17, paragraph 2, of
the Charter, of the expenses of the Organization among Members,
broadlg‘ according to capacity to pay. The scale of assessments, when
once fixed by the General Assembly, shall not be subject to a general
revision for at least three years unless it is clear that there have been
substantial changes in relative capacity to pay. The Committee shall
also advise the General Assembly on the assessments to be fixed for
new Members, on =ppeals by Members for a change of assessments
and on the action to be taken with regard to the application of Article
19 of the Charter.

XVII. SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY

Establishment and rules of procedure
Rule 161
The General Assembly may establish such subsidiary organs
as it deems necessary for the performance of its functions,®® The
rules relating to the procedure of committees of the General Assembly,
as well as rules 45 and 60, shall apply to the procedure of any sub-

sidiary organ unless the Assembly or the subsidiary organ decides
otherwise.

XVIIL. INTERPRETATION AND AMENDMENTS

Italicized headings
Rule 162
The italicized headings of these rules, which were inserted for

reference purposes only, shall be disregarded in the interpretation of
the rules.

Method of amendment
Rule 1635

These rules of procedure may be amended by a decision of the
General Assembly, taken by a majority of the members present and
voting, after a committee has reported on the proposed amendment.

80 Sentence reproducing textually a provision of the Charter (Art. 22).
81 See annex II, para. 1 (c).
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ANNEX In

Recommendations and suggestions of the Special Committee on Methods
and Procedures of the General Assembly approved by the Assembly?

CONSIDERATIiON BY THE GENBRAL ASSEMBLY OF INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS
NEGOTIATED BY CONFERENCES OF GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL
MEMBER STATES

13. The Special Committee found that in the rast some of the Main Com-
mittees of the General Assembly had devoted a particularly large number of
meetings to the detailed consideration, article by article, of texts of international
conventions. This was even the case where the text of a convention had been
drawn up by an international conference on which all Member States had been
represented. It was pointed out in this connexion that experience had shown that
a Main Committee, by the very fact of its size, was not particularly fitted to draft
conventions, and that when it was entrusted with the detailed study of conventions,
it often did not have times to deal satisfactorily with the other questions for which
it was responsible.

The Special Committee recognizes the importance of the sponsorship of con-
ventions by the General Assembly. It believes that the authority of the General
Assembly and the powerful influence its debates have on public opinion should,
in many cases, be used for the benefit of international co-operation, It therefore
favours the retention by the General Assembly of the necessary freedom of action.

The Special Committee therefore confines itself to recommending that when
conventions have been negotiated by international confercnces in which all the
Members of the United Nations have been invited to take part, and on which they
have been represented, not only by experts acting in a personal capacity but by
representatives of Governments, and when these conventions are subsequently sub-
mitted to the General Assembly for consideration, the Assembly should not under
take a further detailed examination, but should limit itself to discussing them in a
broad manner and to giving its general views on the instruments submitted to it.
After such a debate, the General Assembly could, if desirable, adopt the conclu-

a By resolution 362 (1V) of 22 October 1949, the General Assembly approved
various recommendations and suggestions of the Special Committee on Methods
and Procedures of the General Assembly which had been established under
resolution 271 (III) of 29 April 1949. The General Assembly considered these
recommendations and suggestions “worthy of consideration by the General Assem-
bly and its committees” and requested the Secretary-Generai “to prepare a docu.
ment embodying the above-mentioned recommendations and suggestions in
convenient form for use by the General Committee and the dclegations of
Member States in the General Assembly”. In pursuance of this request, the
recommendations and suggestions of the Special .Committee, as set forth in
annex II to resolution 362 (IV), have been reproduced in the present annex.

dThe paragraph numbers refer to paragraphs of the report of the Special
Committee. The full text of the report may be found in the Official Records of the
General Assembly, Fourth Session, Supplement No. 12 (A/937). Subtitlrs and
foot-notes have been inserted by the Secretariat for convenience of reference.
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sions reached by the coaferences and recommend to Members the acceptance or
ratification of such conventions.

This procedure might be applied in particular to conventions submitted to the
General Assembly as a result of conferences of all Member States convened by
the Economic and Social Council under Article 62, paragraph 4, of the Charter,

CONSIDERATION BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF INTERNATIONAL CONVENTIONS
PREPARED BY EXPERTS OR BY CONFERENCES IN WHICH NOT ALL MEMBER
STATBS TAKB PART—DRAFTING OF LEGAL TEXTS

14. Furthermore, whea it is proposed that the General Assembly should con-
sider conventions prepared by groups of éxperts not acting as governmental repre-
sentatives, or by conferences in which not all Members of the United Nations
have been invited to take part, it would be advisable for the General Committee
and the General Assembly to detcrmine whether one of the Main Committees,
especially the Legal Committee, would have enough time during the session to
examine these convent'ons in detail, or whetaer it would be possible to set up an
ad hoc committee to undertake this study during the session.

If this is not possible, the Special Commitice recommends that the General
Assembly should decide, after or without a general debate on the fundamental
principles of the proposed convention, that an ad hoc committee should be estab-
lished to meet between sessians, Alternatively, the General Assembly might decide
to convene a conference of plenipotentiaries, between two of its own sessions, to
study, negotiate, draft, and possibly sign, the convention. The conference of
plenipotentiaries might be empowered by the General Assembly .o transmit the
instruments directly to Governments for acceptance or ratification. In this case
too, the General Assembly might, at a subsequent session, cxpress its general
opinion on the convention resulting from the conference, and might recommend
to Members its acceptance or ratification.

With regard to the drafting of legal texts, the Special Committee strongly
reco;:l::nends that small drafting committees should be resorted to whenever
possible.

MBEETINGS OF 18 GENERAL COMMITTBE AND OF THE MAIN COMMITTRES

20. In order that more frequent meetings of the General Committee should
not delay the work of plenary and committee meetings, the Special Committee
wishes to mention that it would be desirable for the General Committee to be
enabled to meet, whenever necessary, at the same time as the plenary or the Main
Committees. (In such cases, one of tue Vice-Presidents could take the chair at
plenary meetings and the Vice-Chairman could replace the Chairman at Muin
Committee meetings.)

The Special Committee also considers that, in order io save time at the begin-
n'ng of the session, some of the Main Committees should not wait until the end
of the general debate before starting their work.

ALLOCATION OF AGENDA ITBMS TO THR MAIN COMMITTERS

22. In the past, some of the Main Committees have beea allocated more
items requiring prolonged consideration than have others. This has especially been
the case for the First Committee. The Special Committee noted, however, that,
during the third session of the General Assembly, exception had been made to
the ptinciple laid down in rule 89,¢ that “items relating to the same category

¢Rule 97 of the present rules of procedure,
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of subjects shall be referred to the committee or committees dealing with that
category of subjects™.

The Special Committee feels that the allocation of items to committees might
be effected in a less rigid manner and that questions which may be considered as
falling within the competence of two or more committees should preferably be
referred to the committee with the lightest agenda.

CONSIDERATION OF AGBNDA ITEMS IN PLENARY MEETINGS WITHOUT PRIOR
REFBRENCE TO A MAIN COMMITTER

23. Another means of lightening the task of any given Main Committee
would be to consider directly in plenary meeting, without preliminary reference to
committee, certain questions which fall within ths terms of reference of the Main
Committee. This procedure would, moreover, have the great advantage of reduc-
ing to a notable extent repetition of debate.

It is felt that the amount of timne saved by this method would be considerable,
especially if the Main Committee and plenary meetings could be held concurrently.

It the Main Committee could not meet at the sams time as the plenary meet-
ing, the fact that the Committee was not meeting would enable another Main Com-
mittee to meet in its place.

The consideration of questions in plenary meviings would have the benefit of
the attendance of leaders of delegations and of gr:ater solemnity and publicity.
The slightly higher cost to the United Nations of plenary meetings, due in par-
ticular to the distribution of verbatim records of the meetings, would undoubtedly
be compensated by the shorter duration of the session.

The General Committee would be responsible for suggesting to the General
Assembly which items on the agenda might be dealt with in this manner, The
Special Cominites recommends that this method should be introduced on an ex-
perimental basis at future iessions.

The Special Committee is of the opinion that this procedure would be espe-
clally appropriate for certain questions the essential aspoects of which are already
familiar to Members, such as items which have been considered by the General
Assembly at previous sessions and which do not require éither the presence of
representatives of non-member States or the hearing of testimony.

THE ROLE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, OF THS CHAIRMEN
OF COMMITTEES AND OF THE SECRETARIAT

39. At this point the Special Committee desires to stress once more the im-
portance of the role of the President of the General Assemly and of the Chair-
men of committees. The satisfactory progress of the proceedings depends essen-
tially on their competence, authority, tact and impartiality, their respect for the
rights both of minorities as wel! as majorities, and their familiarity with the rules
of procedure. The General Assembly, or the committee, as the case may be, is the
master of the conduct of its own proceedings. It is, however, the special task of
the Chairmen to guide the proceedings of these bodies in the best interests of all
the Members.

to

The Special Committee considers that everything possible should be done
help Chairmen in the discharge of thess important functions, The President of the
General Assembly and the General Committee should aasist the Chairmen of com-
mittees with their advice. The Secretary-General should place his experience and
all his authority at their disposal.
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The Special Committee is happy to note the Secretariat's valuable practice of
holding daily meetings of the committes secretaries, under the chairmanship of
the Executive Assistant to the Sscretary-General, where the procedural questions
arising from day to day in the General Assembly and committees are thoroughly
examined. Furthermore, the Special Committes stresses the value of having, s
in the past, a legal adviser from the Secretariat in attendance at meetings to give
the Chairmen or the committees such advice as they need for the conduct of their
business and the interpretation of the rules of procedure.
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ANNEX I1I*

Methods and procedures of the General Assembly for dealing with legal
and drafting questions®

Part 1
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The General Assembly,

1. Recommends:

(a) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommendation
to the General Assembly to request an advisory opinion from the International
Court of Justice, the matter may, at some appropriate stage of its consideration
by that Committes, be referred to the Sixth Committee for advice on the legal
aspects and on the drafting of the request, or the Committee concerned may pro-
pose that the matter should be considered by a joint Committes of itself and the
Sixth Committee;

(b) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommendation
to the General Assembly to refer a matter to the International Law Commission,
the Committee may, at some appropriate stage of its consideration, consult the
Sixth Committee as to the advisability of such a reference and on its drafting;

(¢) That, whenever any Committee contemplates making a recommendation
for the adoption by the General Assembly of any amendment to the rules of
procedure of the General Assembly, the matter shall, at some appropriate stage
of its consideration by that Committee, be referred to the Sixth Committee for
advice on the drafting of such amendment and of any consequential amendment;

(d) That, when a Committes considers the legal aspects of a question im-
portant, the Committee should refer it for legal advice to the Sixth Committee
or propose that the question should be considered by a joint Committes of itself
and the Sixth Committes,

2 By resolution 684 (VII) of 6 November 1952, the General Assembly, having
examined the report of the Special Committes for the Consideration of the
Methods and Procedures of the General Assembly for Dealing with Legal and
Drafting Questions, established uader resolution 5§97 (VI) of 20 December 1951
adopted certain recommendations on this subject and directed that the terms ol
these recommendations “shall be embodied as an annex to the rules of procsdure
of the General Assembly”. The resolution further provided that “the said annex
shall also set out, verbatim, pammghl 19, 20, 29, 30, 35, 36, 37, 38 and 39 of
the report of the Special Committee (O!lclal Records of the General Assembly,
Seventh Session, Annexes, agenda item $3, document A/2174). The text of the
aforementioned recommendations of the General Assembly is acco: y repro-
duced in part 1, and that of the specified paragraphs of the report of the Special
Committee in part 2, of the present annex.

The paragraph numbers refer to paragraphs of the report of the Special
Committee. Subtitles as well as words in square brackets and foot-notes bave been
inserted by the Secretarlat for convenienco of reference.
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Part 2

EXCERFTS FROM THE REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR THE CONSIDERATION
OF THE METHODS AND PROCEDURES OF THE GBENERAL ASSEMBLY FOR DRALING
WITH LEGAL AND DRAFTING QUESTIONS

Allocation of agenda items to the Main Committees

19. As to the first of those problems [namely, the allocation of agenda itema
to the Main Committees by the General Assembly at the outset of each session),
the Special Committee recalled that rule 97 of the rules of procedure of the
General Assembly provided that “Items relating to the same category of subjects
shall be referred to the committee or committees dealing with that category of
subjects . . .". It also noted that a recommendation of the Special Commitiee on
Methods and Procedures, approved by the General Assembly in resolution 362
(IV) of 22 October 1949 and annexed to the rules of procedure, provided that
“, . . questions which may be considered as falling within the competence of two
or more committees should proferably be referred to the commiitee with the
lightest agenda™.

20, In view of those provisfons, the present Special Committec did not find
it necessary to make any formal recommendation on the allocation of agenda
items at the opening of each session. 1t was confident that the General Committee,
in making recommendations to the General Assembly on the distribution of ~genda
items, would continue to bear in mind the Sixth Committee’s function, laid down
in rule 99¢ of the rules of procedure, as the Legal Committee.

Drafting of complex legal instruments

23. During the course of the discussion [lon the question of the dralting of
complex legal instruments such as international agreements, statutes of tribunals,
etc.] it was pointed out that the Special Committee on Methods and Procedures,
in paragraphs 13 and 14 of its report, approved by General Assembly resolution
362 (IV) of 22 October 1949 and annexed to the rules of procedure,d made certain
recommendations concerning the drafting of conv:ntions, and concluded: “With
regard to the draftin;: of legal texts, the Special Committee strongly recommends
that small drafting committees should be resorted to whenever possible”.

30. The Special Committee v/as in complete agreement with those recom-
mendations and, in view of their previous approval by the General Assembly, did
not find it necessary to adopt a new provision on the subject. However, the
Special Committse considered it desirable that that point should be reaffirmed
in its report. On that understanding, the United Kingdom withdrew its draft
proposal.e

¢ Rule 98 of the present rules of procedure.
¢ See annex 1.
¢ This proposal (A/AC.60/L.18) '&ovided:
at, in ciple, the dr~#ing of all clauses, texts or instruments of
the following kinds should be either carried oumr. at some appropriate
siage, reviewed, by a body of experts lenltlg'.qual to do s0:
a) Any regulation for adoption by General Assembly;

“(b) The terms of reference, functions and powers of wbnfdinry organs
or tribunals hereafter set up by the General Assembly;

“(c) Any convention, declaration, agreement or other similar inter-
pational instrument drawn up under the auspices cf the General Assembly,
and the drafting of which is to be effected by ilic Assembly itself, including

agreements or instruments to which the United Nations as an Organization
is to be a party.”
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Drafting of General Assembly resolutions

35. In addition to the above proposals,! the United Kingdom submitted
a draft (A/AC.60/L.22) which provided for periodic meetings of the rappor-
teurs of Committees with the competent officials of the Secretariat to establish,
in so far as practicable, common methods of drafting and to cnsure that in
general the drafting of resolutions was satisfactory from the point of view of
style, form and the use of technical terms,

36. It was pointed out that thers might be certain practical difficulties in
arranging for periodic meetings of rapporteurs, The Special Committee decided
to make no forma! recommendation on the subject; neverthuless, the Committee
believes that it is desirable that informal consultaticn should take place from
time to time between the various rapporteurs and officials of the Secretariat for ths
purpose described in the United Kingdom proposal.

Reports of the Secretary-General under General Assembly resolution 362 (IV)'

37. The United Kingdom submitted a draft proposal (A/AC.60/L.23)
suggesting that the Secretary-General should be requested to furnish to the
QGeneral Assembly an annual report on the matters dealt with by the Special
Committee, indicating to what extent the Assembly or its Committees had
succeeded during the year in realizing the obiectives aimed at and suggesting
ia;:y lnggropriate adjustments or improvements in the methods and procedures

volved.

38. During the discussion, the representative of tho Secretary-General
recalled that the General Assembly, in paragraph 6 of resolution 362 (IV) of
22 October 1949, had requested the Secretary-Genoral “to carry out appropriate
studies and to submit, at such times as he may consider appropriate, suitable
proposals for the improvement of the methods and procedures of the General
Assembly and its committees . . .*. It was pointed out that the Secretary-
General was much concerned with improving the procedures and methods of
the Assembly and that there was no noed for a new resolution requesting reports
on that subject.

39. The Special Committee agreed that the points covered by the United
Kingdom draft could be included when advisable in reports of the Secretary-
General under resolution 362 (IV); such reports should be submitted at the
appropriate times, and at reasonably frequent intervals. Consequently, the
United Kingdom draft was withdrawn, and the Committee made no formal
recommendation on the subject.

tProposal by EIl Salvador (A/AC.60/L.20) which was withdrawn in favour

of a revised text (A/AC.60/L.20/Rev.1) incorporating amendmaents by the United

Kingdom A/AC.60/L.2|I, Belgium and Egypt. This revised text,- which was

worded as follows, was included in the recommendations of the Special Committee

to the General Assembly:

__“(e) That, normally, the Chairman of a Committee shall, at the appro-

priate time, call upon the Vice-Chairman and the Rapporteur to join him for

the purpose of proceeding, in consultation with the competent officials of the

Secretariat, to examine the draft resolutions from the point of view of style,

form and the use of technical terms, and, when npproprhte. to suggest to the
Committee such changes as they deem necessary.” -
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ANNEX 111+

Procedure for the examination of reports and petitions relating to the
Territory of South West Africat

SPECIAL RULES ADOPTED BY 7  GENERAL ASSEMBLY AT ITS NINTH SRBSSION
Proce ‘egard to reports

Special rule A: The C osral Assembly shall receive annually from the
Committee on South West Africa the report on South West Africa submitted
to the Committes by the Union of South Africa (or a report on conditions
in the Territory of South West Africa prepared by the Committee in accordance
with paragraph 12 (¢) of General Asssmbly resolution 749 A (VIII), together
with the observations of the Committee on the report as well as the comments
of the duly authorized representative of the Union of South Africa, should that
Government decide to follow the General Assembly’'s recommendation and
appoint such a ropresentative.

Special rule B: The General Assembly shall, as a rule, be guided by the
observations of the Committee on South West Africa and shall base its conclu-
sions, as far as possible, on the Committee's observations.

[

Procedure with regard to petitions

Special rule C: The General Assembly shall receive annually from the
Commitiee on South West Africa a report with regard to petitions submitted
to it. The summary records of the meotings at which the petitions were discussed
shall be attached.

Special rule D: The General Assembly shall, as a rule, be guided by the
conclusions of the Committee on South West Africa and shall base its own
conclusions, as far as possible, on the conclusions of the Committee.

Private meetings

Special rule E: Having regard to rule 62¢ of the rules of prowcdure of the
General Assembly, meetings at which decisions concerning persons are considered
shall be held in private.

Voting procedure

Special rule F: Decisions of the General Assembly on questions relating
to reports and petitions concerning the Territory of South West Africa shall
be regarded as important questions within the meaning of Article 18, paragraph 2,
of the Charter of the United Nations.

& By resclation 844 gx of 11 October 1954, the General Assembly, having
considered the report of the Committee on South West Africa (Official Records of
the General Assembly, Ninth Session, Supplement No. 14 (A/2666 and Corr.1
and Add.1)), adopted six special rules for the examination by the Assembly of
reports and petitions relating to the Territory of South West Africa. These special
rules are reproduced in the g(mem annex,

b By resolution 2372 (XXII) of 12 June 1968, the General Assembly decided
that “South West Africa” would be known as “Namibia®,

¢ Rule 60 of the present rules of procedure.
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ANNEX IV

Resolution 1898 (XVIII) adopted on the recommendation of the Ad Hoe
Committee on the Improvement of the Methods of Work of the General
Assemblys

The General Assembly,

Recalling with appreciation the initiative taken by the President of the
sixteenth session of the General Assembly in his memorandum of 26 April 1962
on the methods of work of the Assémbly,b

Recalling its decision of 30 October 1962 establishing the 4d Hoc Committee
on the Improvement of the Methods of Work of the General Assembly and its
resolution 1845 (XVII) of 19 Devember 1962, by which it decided to continue
the Committee,

Having considered the report submitted by the 4d Hoc Committee in pur-
suance of the above-mentionsd resolution,®

Conscious of the need to adapt its methods of work to the changed circum-
stances in the General Assembly, in particular those resulting from the recent
increase in the number of Member States,

Concernad however to avold reducing in any way the ponibilities for action
available to the General Assembly under the Charter of the United Nations and
the rules of procedure of the Assembly,

Convinced that it is in the interests of the Organization and of Member
States that the work of the General Assembly should be carried out as efficiently
and expeditiously as possible and that, save in quite exeepuoull cases, the dura-
tion of regular sessions should not exceed thirteen weeks,

Takes note of the observations contained in the report of the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Improvement of the Methods of Work of the General
Assembly and approves the recommendations submitted by the Committee, in
particular those which provide that:

(a) The President of the General Assembly should make every effort to
ensure that the general debate proceeds in a methodical and regular manner,

and should close the list of apu.ken. with the consent of the Assembly, as
soon as he considers it feasible;

(b) All the Main Committees, except the First Committee, should begin
their work not later than two working days after they have Neaived the list
of agonda itams referred to them by the General Assembly;

(c) The Firt Comamittes should mect as soon as possible to organize its
work, determine the order of discussion of the items allocated to it and start
theuymmadceomidenﬂonofmutndl at the beginning of the session, such

-Adoptod by the Goneral Asscmbly at its 1256th plenary mweting, on 11
November

bOﬁclaI Records of the General Assembly, Seventeenth Session, Annexes,
agenda item 86, document A/5523

e Ibid., Elgmumh Session, Annaxes. agonda item 25, document A/5423.
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meetings might be held when there is an interruption in the general debate; Iater,
plenary meetings might be held during one part of the day, the other part being
reserved for the First Committee, thus enabling the Committes to proceed with
its regular work as soon as possible after the opening of the sessior;

(d) Bach of the Main Committees should establish its programme of work
soon as possible, including the approximate daies on which it will consider
the various items referred to it and the date cn which it proposes to conclude
its work, on the understanding that this programme will be transmitted to the
General Committee to enable it to make such recommendations as it muy deem
relevant, including, whon the General Committee considers it appropriste,
recommendations as to the dates ky which Main Committees should conclude
their work:

(e) Each of the Main Committees should consider the establishment, in
the circumstances referred to in paragraphs 29 to 32 of the report of the Ad
Hoe Committee,d of subcommittees or working groups of limited size but
representative of its membership, for the purpose of facllitating its work;

(f) The General Committee should fulfil its functions under rules 40, 41
and 42 of the rules of procedure and, in particular, riake appropriate recom.
mendations for furthering the progress of the Assembly and its Comumittees,
in such a way as to facilitate the closing of the session by the date fixed;
to this end, the General Committee should meet at least once every three
weeks;

d These poragraphs read as follows:

“29. The increase in the number of Members of the United Nations has
created a situation in which it frequently happens that more than 100 delega-
tions are present and most of them participate in the debates in the Main
Commitises. Although the presence of such a large number of delegations
involves no practical difficulties when statements of the positions of Govern-
ments are being made, it makes it more difficult to discuss concrete points,
to have a rapid exchange of views on subjects where ideas differ or to draft
and modify texis. The Committee is of the opinion that in many cases ibe
oxamination of agenda items by the committees would be greatly facilits .&d
if, as soon as possible and especially when the main points of view have been
expressed, the committee decided, on the initiative of its Chairman or of one
or more of its members, to set up a subcommittee or working group, In
conformity with rule 104 {now 1025 of the rules of procedure (98 [now 96}
in the case of the flenary Assembly). This procedure might be particularly
helpful when there is general afreemem on the question under discussion but
disagreement on points of detail.

“30. Tho Ad Hoc Committee would recall in this connexion that in the
course of the first sessions of the General Assembly frequent use was made
of subcommittees and working groups and that they were of greai assistance
to the General Assembly in the preparation of texts which to this day govern
the structures of the United Nations in the formulation of important inter-
national instruments and in the solution of difficult political problems (one
example is the sub-committee which dealt with the future status of the former
Ttalian colonies). As far back as 1947, the report of the Committee on Pro-
cedurcs and Organization expressed itself on this subject as follows:

. _*“‘The Main Committees should consider carefully at an early

in their work how their programmes might be expedited by the esta

lishment of sub-committees. It is, of course, lmroulble to adopt fixed

rules on this matter. If the debate in full committee showsd that thers
was general agreement on the question under discussion but disagreement
on points of detaii, it would clearly be desirable to set up a small
dra tin? committee to prepare a resolution for submission to the Maln
Committee. Technical questions on which there is no substantial disagree-
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(g) Presiding officers should make use of the resources provided by the
tules of procedure and exercise their prerogatives under rules 35 and 108, in
order (0 accelerate the work of the General Assembly; to that effect they should,
inter alia:

(i) Opea mweetings at the scheduled tims;

(i) Urge representatives to take the floor in the order in which they were
inscribed on the list of speakers, it being understood that representatives
prevented from so doing will normally be placed at the end of the list,
unless they have arranged to change places with other ropresentatives;

(i) Apply the rules of procedure in such a way as to ensure the proper
exercise of the right of reply, explanation of votes and points of order.

ment should be referred to sub-committees as quickly as %oulbh. In

some cases tho work of sub-committees would be fulliuted y working

informally, and on occasion, in g.ivate; (A/388, para. 21.)

“31. The subcommittees or working groups could, ia most cases, consist
of representatives of the delegutions with the closest interest in the agenda
item, represcatatives who are especially compotent to deal with the problem
under n and others chosen in such a way as to ensure that the sub-
committes or working group will be broadly representative, geographically

and politically.
“32, These bodies could meet either in public or in private, according
to the and could either follow formal procedures or discuss

matters informally. Their function would be to make it ble for those
primarily interested in an item 1o exchange views, thus fac tating subsequent
agrosment and compromise solutions; they could pmgue draft resolutions
or at least formulate alternative solutions; they could appoint rapporteurs

their ons and to give necessary explanations to the
committes which established them. committes itself would be entirely
free to take final decislons but, since all aspects of the problem would have
boen glven minute examination, it would undoubtedly find its own worl.
fmtly facilitated both with regard to substance aud to the tims thus saved.
t would also often be possible for the committee to consider other items
?&\ its sumtlnat While the subcommittee or working group was carrying out

*Rule 106 of the present rules of procedure.
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approved the conclusions of the Special Committee on the Rationalization of the
Procedures and Organization ¢* the General Assembly established under resolution
2632 (XXV) of 9 November 1970, declared those conclusions to be useful and
worthy of consideration by the Assembly, i committees and other relevant
organs and decided that they should be annexed to the rules of procedure; the
conclusions of the Special Committee are reproduced in the present annex. By
the same resolution, the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Special
Commmittee, decided to amend rules 39, 60 (now rule 58), 69 (now rule 67),
74 (now rule 72), 101 (now rule 98), 105 (now rule 103), 107 (now rule 10S),
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of the Special Committee, see Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-
sixth Session, Supplement No. 26 (A/8426).
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L MANDATE OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE

1 mmmundmwnmmmwmmumm
of procedure were gonerally satisfactory and most improvements would be
whhvodnotthrou;hchaminthomho!pmeodmbmwm
cation of the existing rules, due account being taken of tho conclusions of the
Special Committee and of the various commiftees responsible for reviewing the
procedures and organization of the General Assombly [para. 12 of the report of
the Special Commitised).

2. The Special Committes considered, moreover, that it woukl bc desirable
to review from time to time the procedures and organization of thw General
Ansembly [para. 13).

II. GENERAL ORGANIZATION OF SESSIONS
A. OPENING DATR

3 mmwwtmho!mwhknmuitwmmhm
to changs the date fixed for the opening of scaslons [para. 18).

B. DURATION OF susi2oNs

4, The Special Committee, noting that, despite the appreciable increase
in the number of Member States, it has been possible to maintain an tm
duration of 13 weeks for regular sessions, is of the view that this period
not be chauged and that, in any case, the session should end before Christmas
[para. 22].

3, The Special Committee did not endorse the suggestion that the sossion
should be divided iato two yarts. The Committes likewiss did not endorss the
suggestion that the seseion should theoretically last a whole year and should
merely be adjourned after a two-month main session [para. 23).

C. REIIDUARY SESSIONS

6. The Special Commiitee did not endorse the suggestion that a brief meoting
of the General Assembly, to be called a “residuary session”, might be held at head-
of-mission level about the end of April for the discussion of certain administrative
and routipe questions [pare, 2¢].

III. GENERAL COMMITTEE
A, CoMPOMITION OF THE GENERAL COMMITTER
1. Increass in membgrship

7. The Special Committee decided not to take any action on the question
of either maintaining or increasing the present membership of the General
Connimo[nn..’l].

mcnmummmmmu-mﬂw to participate
in the work of the General Committee [para. 32).

Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-sixth Session, Supplement
No. 26 5\0/8426 f 4 PP

51



2. Absence of members of the General Commities elected in thelr personal capacity

9. ‘The Special Committee considers that the problems which arise when the
Chairman or Vice-Chairman of a Main Committee cannot attend a meeting of
the General Committee would be settled for the most part if the General Assembly
decided to increase the number of Vice-Chairmen of the Main Committees
[para. 36].

10. The Speclal Committce also considers that, if the General Assembly
took such a decision, the Chairman of a Main Committee, in designating a Vice-
Chairman as his substitute, should take into account the representative character
of the Genoral Committee [paia. 37].

B. FUNCTIONS OF THE GENERAL COMMITTEB
1. Importance »f the role of the General Committee

11. The Special Committee considers that the General Committes, in view
of thoe functions conferred on it by the rules of procedure, should play a majur
rolo in advancing the rational organization and general conduct of the proceedings
of the General Assembly. The Committee is of the opinion that the General
Committee should discharge completely and effoctively the functions assigned to
it under rules 40, 41 and 42 of the rules of procedure, tho purpose of which is to
assist the Assembly in the goneral conduct of its work [para. 41].

2. Adoption of the agenda and allocation of items

12. The Special Committee recommends that, withia the framework of the
functions conferred on it by the rules of procedure, and subject to the limitation
prescribed in rule 40 as regards the discussion of the sulstance of an item, the
Goneral Committes should examine the provisional agenda, together with the
supvlementary list and requests for the inclusion of additional items, more atten-
tively and carry out more fully and consistently its functions of recommending
with regard to each item its inclusion in the agonda, the rejection of the request
for inclusion or its inclusion in the provisional agenda of a future session, as
well as of allocating items to the Main Committees, regard being had to rules 99
and 101¢ of the rules of procedure, with a vicw to ensuring that all items inscribed
on the agenda can be taken up by the ond of the session [para. 45].

3. Organiwation of the work of the Genaral Assembly

13. The Special Committee recalls the recommendation, in subparagraph (f)
of General Assembly resolution 1898 (XVIII),4 that the Goneral Committee
should meet at least once every three weeks. The Special Committee notes that the
recommendation has not been complied with and expresses the hope that the
General Committee will be able to hold more frequent meetings, in conformity
with rule 42 of the rules of procedure, without thereby interfering with the
normal meetiug schedule of the plenary and the Main Committees [para. 49].

14. The Special Committee also considers that, in the discharge of the
functions conferred by rules 41 and 42 of the rules of procedure and subject to
the limitation prescribed in rule 41 regarding the decision of any political question,
the General Committee should review the progress of the General Assembly and
the Main Committees and should, as required, assist and make recommendations
to tbe President and ths Assembly for the co-ordination of the proceedings of the
Main Committees and for expediting the general conduct of business [pars. 50].

¢ Rules 97 and 98 of the present rules of procedure.
6 See annex IV.
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C. WAYS OF FACILITATING THE WORK OF THB
GENBRAL COMMITTEE

1. Preparatory meetings

15. The Special Committee does not consider that it is in a position to
make any recommendation with regard to the holding of preparatory meetings
of the General Committeo [para, 54].

2. Subsidiary organs

16. The Special Committes doos not consider that it is in a position to
make any recommendation with regard to the establishment of subsidiary organs
of the General Committes [para. 58].

IV. AGENDA
A. PRESENTATION AND PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATION OF THE PROVISIONAL AGENDA

17, ‘The Special Committee, aware of the need to assist delegations, to the
groatest eoxtent possible, to prepare for the work of the General Awsembly,
recommends to the Assembly that the Secrotary-General should be requested:

(a) To communicate to Member States, not later than 15 February, the
unofficial list of items proposed for inclusion in the provisional agenda of the
Ausembly;

(b) To communicate to Member States, not Iater than 15 June, an annotated
list of items which would indicate briefly the history of each item, the available
documentation, the substance of the matter to be discussed and eaclier decisions
by United Nations organs;

(c) To communicate to Member States before the opening of the session an
addendum to the annotated list [para. 64].

18. Furthermore, the Special Committee recommends that Member States
requesting the inclusion of an item should, if they deem it advisable, make a
suggestion concorning its referral to a Main Committee or to the plenary As-
sembly [para. 65). .

B. REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF AGENDA ITEMS
1. Non-inclusion of certain items

19, The Special Committee, considering that the General Astambly should
take into account the relative importance of agenda items in the light of the
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, recommends to
the Assembly that, in the context of rules 22 and 40 of the rules of procedure,
Member States should take special interest in the contents of the Assembly's
agenda and, in particular, in deciding on the appropriate solution of questions
or on the elimination of items which have lost their urgency or relevance, are
not ripe for consideration or could be dealt with and even disposed of equally well
by subsidiary organs of the General Assembly [para. 70}.

2. Staggering of items over two or more years and grouping of related ltems

20. The Special Committee considers that the staggering of items over two
or more yoars constitutes one means of rationalizing the procedures of the General
Assembdly [para. 74).
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21. Moreover, the Special Committee recommends to the General Assembly
that, as far as possible and appropriate, related items should be grouped under
the same title [para. 75).

3. Referral to other orga~

22. The Special Committee recommends that the General Assembly should,
where relevant, refer specific items to other United Nations organs or to spe-
cialized agencies, taking into account the nature of the question [para. 79).

23. The Special Committee also recommends that the General Assembly
Ehouldssivo due weight to the debates that have taken place in other organs
para. 80).

4. Non-receivability of certain additional items

24. The Special Committee recommends to the General Assembly that
additional items, which are proposed for inclusion in the agenda less than 30 days
before the opening of a session, should be included only if the conditions pre-
scribed by rule 15 of the rules of procedure are fully satisfied [para. 84].

C. ALLOCATION OF AGENDA ITEMS
1. Division of work among the Main Committees

25. The Special Committee wishes to draw attention to the imporiance of
& rational distribution of agenda items among the Main Committees, In this con-
pexion, the Committee, rocognizing that the structure of the Main Committees
gives them specialization and experience, recommends that the aliocation of agenda
items should be based not only on the workload of the Committees but also on
the nature of the item, rcgard being had to rules 99 and 101¢ of the rules of
procedure [para. 89).

26, The Special Committec also considers that it would be helpful it sug-
geations concerning the allocation of items were made much earlier so that Member
States might have more time to study them [para. 90].

27. Lastly, the Special Committes recommends that the General Committee
and the General Assembly should consider, in some cases, the possibility of refer-
ring more ilems directly to the plenary [para. ol

2. Non-referral of certain items to two or more Commitiees

28. The Special Committee recommends to the General Assembly that
apenda jtems should be so allocated as to eniure, as far as posible, that the
same questions or the same aspects of a question are not considered by more
than one Committee [para. 95].

V. ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK OF THE MAIN COMMITTEES
A. FUNCTIONS OF THR INDIVIDUAL COMMITTRRS

29. There was genera] agreement among the members of the Special Com-
mittee that a flexible approach should be adopted towards the whole question of
the division of work among the Main Committees and that the Committee should
not make any recommendation concerning the referral of specific items, in order
ot to go beyond its field of competence [para. 97).
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30. The Special Committeo, considering that the potential of the seven Main
Committees should be utilized to the full, recommends that the General Assembly
should ensure a more balanced division of work among the Comumittees, giving
due account to the nature of items. The Committee does not, however, feel that
i[t shou;% ]:pecify which items might be transferred from one Committee to another
para. 98).

31. The Special Committes, recognizing that the workload of a number of
Committees is extremely heavy, is of the opinion that the General Azsembly
should advise those Committees so to organizs their work as to enable them to
consider their agenda in the most effective way [para. 99].

1. First Committee

32. The Special Committee, recognizing that the role of the First Com-
mittee is essentially political, recommends that this Committee devote itselt pri-
marily to probloms of peace, sccurity and disarmament [para. 103).

33. The Special Committee, not wishing to make any specific recommenda-
tion concerning the allocation of agenda items, did not feel that it should take
any decision on the proposal that the reports of the International Atomic Energy
Agency and the United Nations Scientific Committes on the Effects of Atomic
Radiation should be submitted to the First Committee [para. 104].

2. Special Political Committee

34. The Special Committee, reaffirming the major role which must be played
by the Special Political Committee and recognizing further that the agenda of
that Committee is relatively light, reccommends that the General Assembly should
consider tranaferring to the Special Political Committes one or two items usually
considered by other Committees with a view to ensuring a better division of work
among the Main Committees [para. 108).

3S. The Special Committes did not endorss the suggestions concerning the
renaming of the Special Political Committee [para. 109].

3. Second Commitiee

36. The Special Committee did not feel that it should take any decision on
the proposals that all the social aspects of development should be dealt with by
the Second Committee. Accordingly, it did not endorse the suggestion to change
the name of that Committes [para. 113].

4. Third Committee

37. The Special Commitiee dki not feel it should take & decision on the
proposal that some of the items on the agenda of the Third Committee should
be transferred to other Main Committees [para. 117).

S. Conflicts of competence among Commitlees

38. The Special Committee considers that conflicts of competence among
the Main Committees should be avoided whenever possible. Without prejudging
the decision to be taken in each individual case, the Committee wishes t0 draw
attention to the existenice of this problem and to the advisability for the General
Committee and the General Assembly to considar the most effective ways of
remedying it [para. 119).

55



B. ROLE OF THE PRESIDING OFFICERS

39, The Special Committes recommends to the General Assembly that the
Chairmen of the Main Committees should fully exercise the functions assigned
to them in the rules of procedure and, in particular, make use of the prerogatives
given them in rule 108 [para. 123].

40. The Special Committee also reaffirms that the Chairmen of the Main
Committees should be elected on the basis of equitable geographical distribution
as well as on that of experienco and competence, as provided for in rule 105¢ of
the rules of procedure [para. 124].

41, The Special Committee did not endorse the suggestion that candidates
should have had at least one year's experience in one of the Main Committees or
the suggestion that Chairmen should be elected at the end of the previous session
[para. 125)

C. NuMBBR& OF VICE-CHAIRMEN

42. From its own experience, the Special Committee recommends to the
General Assembly that its subsidiary organs should consider, as far as possible,
the designation of three Vice-Chairmen in order to ensure the representative
character of their officers [para. 131).

D. REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEES

43. ‘The Special Committee, recalling General Assembly resolution 2292
(XXII), recommends to the Assembly that the reports of the Main Committees
should be as concise as possible and, save in exceptional cases, should not contain
a summary of the debates [para. 133].8

V1. MAXIMUM UTILIZATION OF AVAILABLE TIME

A. PLBNARY ASSEMBLY

1. General debate

(a) Frequency

44, The Special Committes, recognizing the unquestionable value of the
general debate, considers that it should continue to be held every year and that
the time devoted to it should be utilized to the maximum. It wishes to stress also
the importance of participation by Heads of State or Government, Ministers for
Foreign Aflairs and other high officials as a means of enhancing the significance
of the general debate [para. 137).
(b) Organization of meetings

(1) Length of the general debate

45, ‘The Special Committes feels that the general debate would be more
meaningful, as far as organization was concerned, if it took place intensively and
without interruption. Its length should not normally exceed two and a half weeks
if the time available were utilized to the maximum [para. 142].

(i) Closure of the list of speakers

46. Considering that the organization of the general debate would be im-
proved if delegations were required to decide more quickly when to speak, the
Special Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the list of speakers
wishing to take part in the general debate should be closed at the end of the third
day after the opening of the debate [para. 144].

o Rule 106 of the present rules of procedure.

tRule 103 of the present rules of procedure.

gFor the recommendations concerning the reports of subsidiary organs, see
para. 107 below.
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(¢) Length of statements

47. ‘The.Special Committes, noting that during the session commemorating
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations it had been possible to heur a
large number of speakers during a relatively short period without limiting the
duration of statements, considers that this resuit was due to a better utilization of
the time available and not to the imposition of a limitation on the length of
speeches [para. 147).

48. The Committes notes that during recent sessions of the General Assembly
the average length of speeches has been 35 minutes and expresses the hope that
delegations will ensure that thelr statements will not be excessively long [para. 148).
(d) Submission of written statements

49. The Special Committes considers that the submission of written state-
n}oznu should not be formally instituted with regard to the general debate [para.
152).

2, Debate on items aiready considered in Committee

50, ‘The Special Committes is of the opinion that rule 68> of the rules of
procedure has been applied judiciously and with satisfactory results [para. 135).

3. Non-utilization of the rostrum

S1. The Special Committee thinks that it would be useful to draw the atten-
tion of representatives to the possibility of speaking without going to the rostrum.
It considers, however, that in all cases it is for representatives to decide whother
they prefer to speak from their seats or from the rostrum, whether on a point of
order, for an explanation of vote or in exercise of their right of reply {para. 157].

4. Presentation of the reports of the Main Committees

52, The Special Committee wishes to recall the recommendation made in
1947 by the Committee on Procedures and Organization of the General Assembly
that Rapporteurs should not read out their reports in plenary meetings.! It wishes
to stress that the presentation of reports in plenary meetings should be limited
to brief introductory statements {para. 158].

53. The Special Committes recommends also that the General Assembly
should confirm the practice whereby certain rolated reports of a non-controversial
nature may be introduced simultanecously to the plenary Assembly by the
Rapporteur {para. 159).

B. MaIN COMMITTEES
1. Nomination of officers

54. The members of the Special Committee agreed that the nomination of
candidates involved a significant loss of time. They also recognized that the terms
of rule 105 of the rules of procedure, which provided that elections should be held
by secret ballot, no longer corresponded to the present practice, since in most
¢ases, as & result of prior consultations, there was only one caudidate for each
post and voting by secrst ballot was therefore superfiuvous [para. 161].

35, The Special Committoe, bearing in mind particulatly the financial impli-

cutions of such a procedure, did not retain the suggestion that nominations should
be mads in writing [para. 162).

& Rule 66 of the present rules of

1 Official Records o; the General Assembly, Second Session, P Meeth
/] e nerai Assemoly, Secoi ession, rie eenings,
vol. II, annex IV, document A/388, para. 26. nary y

JRule 105 (mow rule 103) was subsequently amended (see introduction,
para. 30(e)).
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56. Furthermore, in view of the dictates of courtesy and the poasibility that
cases might arise in which nominees would not be known until the last moment,
the Special Commitee did not deem it advisable to dispense completely with the
oral nomination of candidates [para. 163).

57. The sial Committee considers that the nomination of candidates
should be limited to one statement for each candidate, after which the Committes
would proceed to the election immediately, The Special Committee considers,
bowever, that the general principle that elections are held by sccret ballot should
be retained [para. 164].

2. Commencement of work

58. The Special Comnittes recommends that all the Main Committees, with
the possible exception of the First Committee, should begin their work on the
working day following the receipt of the list of items referred to them by the Gen-
oral Assembly [para. 170).

39. The Special Committee also recommends that the First Committee
should be ready to meet whenever no plenary meeting of tho Assembly is being
held {para. 171).

3, Progress of work

60. The Special Committee recommends that the Main Committees should
from time to time review the progress of their work [para. 176).

4. General debate in Committes

61. The Special Committee, while recognizing the unquestionable usefulness
and importance of the goneral debate, considers that Chairmen should encourage
the Main Committees:

(a) To recognize the advisability of shortening the general debate, whenever
that is possible without detriment to the work of the Committees;

(b) To extend, whenever appropriate, the practice of holding a single debate
on related and logically linked sgenda items (para. 180),

62. The Special Committee recognizes that a general debate on questions
previously considered by a United Nations organ and covered by a report of the
organ concerned should be retained. The Committes, however, draws the attention
of the Chairmen of the Main Committees to the possibility of consulting their
Committees in every case when a general debate on a certain item does not seem
to be needed. The Chairmen may resort to this practice to ascertain in particular
whether the Committees desire to hold a general debate on every question referred
to them by other organs [para. 1811,

63. At the same time, the Special Committee wishes to reaffirm that the
general debate serves a necessary and very useful purpose in the work of the Main
Committees and that its organization should in no circumstances be changed
without the consent of the Comunittees concerned, which therefore should decide
on the spplicability of \be above-mentioned suggestions {para. 182),

64, Tho Special Committes did not deem it appropriate to make a recom-
mendation concerning the suggestion that delegations sharing the same point of
view could use a spokesman who would express those views in a single statement,
Nor did the Committes retain the suggestion that the consideration of certain ftems
slready debated in previous sessions might be introduced by specially appointed
rfw?pox}%? who would summarize the main issues emorging from previous debates

a. R
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S. Concurrent consideration of several agenda ltemas

6S. The Special Committee considers that in cortain cases, when a Main
Committee cannot procecd with {is discussion of one item, it should be prepared
to begin considering the next item on its agenda [para. 187).

6. Establishment of subcommittees or working groups

66. The Special Committee wishes to remind the General Asssmbly of the
desirabllity of the Main Committees' making use of subcommittees or working
groups [para. 138].

C. MERASURES APPLICABLE BOTH TO THE PLENARY ASSEMBLY
AND TO THE MAIN COMMITTRES

1. Opening of meetings at the scheduled time

67. The members of the Special Committee agreed that the General Assem-
bly would operate much more efficiently if the pmldlng oﬂcen made a special
eﬂontoopenmoetlnanuunheduhdume[pam

2. List of sapeakers

69. The Special Committee recommends to the General Assembly that the
President of the Assembly or the Chairman of a Main Committee should, soon
after the beginning of the debaie on an item, indicate a date for the ¢! m“
list of speakers. Ho shouvld endeavour to have the list of speakers

;lot;;uﬂumthkdo the moetings allocated to the item have been held [para.
70, Moreover, the Special Committes considers that speakers should, as far

as possible, avoid putting down their names to on a given item and at the

same time indicating an alternative meeting it ymumblctokeeptnthelr

original schadule [para. 203).

their
[pare. 211).

X See introduction, para. 30(c).
1 Rules 72 and 114 of the present rules of procedure.
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4. Explanations of vote

74. ‘The Special Committee considers that, in explaining their votes, delega-
tions should limit their statements to an explanation, as brief as possible, of their
own votes and should not use the occasion to reopen the debate [para. 216}

75. ‘The Special Committee also considers that presiding officers should be
encouraged to use, whenever they deem it appropriate, their powers under rules
90 and 129w of the rules of procedure [para. 217].

76. Finally, the Special Committee recommends to the General Assembly
that & delegation should explain its vote only once on the same proposal, in either
a Main Committee or a plenary meeting, unless the delegation considers it essen-
tial to explain it in both meotings. It recommends further that the sponsor of a
draft resolution adopted by a Main Committee should refrain from explaining its
vote during the consideration of that draft resolulion in the plenary unless it deems
it essential to do so [para. 218).

5. Right of reply

77. ‘The Special Committee recommends to the Gencral Assembly that dele-
gations should use restraint in the exercise of their right of reply, both in plenary
meetings and in the Main Committees, and that their statements in exercise of
that right should be as brief as possible [para. 223).

78. The Special Committes recommends, furthermore, that state nients made
in the exerclse of the right of reply should be delivered, as a general ule, at the
end of meetings [para. 224).

6. Points of order

79. The Special Committee recommends to the General Assembly the
adoption of the following text as a description of the concept of a point of order
[para. 229):

“(a) A point of order is basically an intervention directed to the pre-
tiding officer, requesting him to make use of some power inherent in his office
or specifically given him under the rules of procedure. It may, for example,
relate to the manner in which the debate is conducted, to the maintenance
of order, to the observance of the rules of procedure or to the way in which
presiding officers exercise the powers conferred upon them by the rules.
Under a point of order, a representative may request the presiding officer to
apply a certain rule of procedure or he may question the way in which the
officer applies the rule, Thus, within tho scope of the rules of procedure,
representatives are enabled to direct the attention of the presiding officer to
violations or misapplications of the rules by other representatives or by the
presiding officer himself. A point of order has precedence over any other
matter, including procedura! motions (rules 73 [1)4]2 and 79 [120]°).

“(d) Points of order raised under rule 73 [114]» involve questions
necessitating a ruling by the presiding officer, subject to possible appeal. They
are therefore distinct from the procedural motions provided for in rules 76
(117] to 79 [120]° which can be decided only by a vote and on which more
than one motion may be entertained at the same time, rule 79 [120]° laying
down the procedence of such motions. They are also distinct from requests for

® Rules 88 and 128 of the present rules of procedure.
8 Rule 71 [113] of the present rules of pr: ure.
*Rule 77 (119] of the present rules of procedure.
? Rule 74 [116] of the present rules of procedure.
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information or clarification, or from remarks relating to material arrange-
ments (seating, Interpretation system, temperature of the room), documents,
translations otc., which—while they may have to be dealt with by the presid-
ing officer—do not require rulings from him. However, in established United
Nations practice, a representative intending to submit a procedural motion
or to seek information or clarification often rises to ‘a point of order’ as a
means of obtaining the floor. The latter usage, which is based on practical
grounds, should not be confused with the raising of points of order under
rule 73 [114]).n

“(c) Under rnle 73 [114],» a point of order must be immediately
decided by the presiding officer in accordance with the rules of procedure;
any appeal arising therefrom must also be put immediately to the vote. It
follows that as a general rule:

“(i) A point of order and any appeal arising from a ruling thereon is
not debatable;

“(ii) No point of order on the same or a different subject can be per-
mitted until the initial point of order and any appeal arising there-
from have been disposed of.

“Nevertheless, both the presiding officer and delegations may request
information or clarification regarding a point of order. In addition, the
presiding officer may, if he considers it necessary, request an expression of
views from delegations on a point of order before giving his ruling; in the
exceptional cases in which this practice is resorted to, the presiding officer
should terminate the exchange of views and give his ruling as soon as he is
ready to announce that ruling.

“(d) Rule 73 [114]a provides that a representative rising to a point of
order may not speak on the substance of the matter under discussion. Conse-
quently, the purely procedural nature of points of order calls for brevity, The
presiding officer is responsible for epsuring that statements made on a point
of order are in conformity with the present description.”

7. Congratulations

80. The Special Committee is of the opinion that it would be better to retain
the current practice of the plenary Assembly whersby congratulations to the
President are confined to brief remarks included i the speeches made during the
general debate [para. 235).

81. With regard to subsidiary organs of the General Assembly, the Special
Committee recommends that, in the case of a newly established organ or of the
rotation of officers on an existing one, congratulations to the Chairman should be
expressed only by the temporary Chairman urd congratulations to other officers
should be expressed only by the Chairman [para. 23714

8. Condolences

82, The Special Committee recommends to the General Assembly that
condolences addressed to a delegation on the death of a prominent person or in
the event of a disaster should be expressed solely by the President of the General
Assembly, by the Chairman of a Main Committee or by the Chairman of a
subsidiary organ on behalf of all members, Where circumpstances warrant it, the

a For congratulations in the Main Committees, see rule 110, adopted on the
recommendation of the Special Committee.
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President of the General Assembly might call a special plenary mesting for that
purpose [para. 242).

83, The Special Committee moreover takes note of the practice whereby the
President of the General Assembly, on bebalf of all members, dispatches a cable
to the country concerned [para. 243).

9. Rollcall votes

84. The Special Committee, while believing that there is no need to change
the rules of procedure relating to roll-call votes, reccommends that delegations
should endeavour not to request such a vote ex.ept when there are good and
sound reasons for doing so [para. 247).

10. Electro:dc devices

85. The Special Committee did not believe that it should express any views
on the possible use of an electrouic voting system by all Comunittees, since the
question of the installation of mechanical means of voting was included in the
draft agenda of the twenty-sixth session of the General Assembly [para. 249].

86. The Special Committee did not ratain the suggestion that a mechanical
or electronic timing dzvice might be installed in the General Assembly Hall and
the Main Committz: rooms [para. 250].

VII. RESOLUTIONS
A. SUBMISSION OF DRAFT RBSOLUTIONS

1. Date of submission of draft resolutions

87. The Special Committee recommends to the General Assembly that
draft resolutions should be submitted as early as possible so as to give debates
a more concrete character. It considers, however, that no rigid rule shculd be
established in the matter, since it is for delegations to determine, in each case,
the most appropriate momeat for submitting draft resolutions [para. 254].

88. So as to ensure that debates take shape as quickly as possible without
making it mandatory for delegations to submit a formal draft resolution, the
Special Committee also considers that delegations might resort mors often to the
possibility of circulating draft resolutions as informal working papers which would
p[;ovid;;ﬂ basis for the discussion but whose contents would be strictly provisional

ara. o

2. Submission of draft resolutions in writing

89. Because of the appreciable Joss of time that such a procedure could
entail, the Special Committee decided not to endorse the suggestion that proposals
and amendments should be submitted in writing only [para. 256)}.

3. Consultations

90. The Special Committee, recognizing the indisputable value of consul-
tations, belioves that delegations should explore every avenue for arriving at
pegotiated texts. It considers, however, that the initiative for such consultations
must rest solely with the delegations concerned and can, under no circumstances,
be dictated in mandatory provisions [para. 254).

’91. The Special Committee also belisves that the Chairmen of the Main
Commitiees should be invited 0 bear in mind the possibility of establishing, where
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necessary, working groups for the purpose of facilitating the adoption of agreed
texts. Such groups may be open, us appropriate, to inturested delegations. It does
oot, however, consider it advisable to contemplate the establishment of such
working groups whenever two or more draft resolutions have beea introduced on
the tame matter [para. 259).

4. Number of sponsors

92, The Special Committes did not endorse the suggestion that the number
of sponsors of a draft resolution should be limited [para. 260).

93. The Special Committes does, however, wish to draw attention to the
practice whereby the sponsors of a proposal decide whether other delegations
can become co-sponsors [para, 261].

5. Time-lapse between the submission and the consideration of draft resolutions

94, The Special Committee, while recognizing the difficulties experienced
by some delegations in consuliing their Governments within the time laid down
by rules 80 and 121r of the rules of procedure, does not deem It advisable to
propose an amendment to those rules [para. 265).

B. CONTENT OF RESOLUTIONS

95. The Special Commitiee is of the opinion that the wording of resolutions,
to be effective, must be as clear and succinct »s possible, It recognizes, however,
that only the delegations concerned can decide upon the content of the proposals
which they are sponsoring [para. 267].

96. The Speclal Committee also wishes to emphasize that the text of a
draft resolution should not go beyond the competence of the Committes in which
it is submitted. Where, however, it is suggested that a draft resolution does so,
the Special Committes feels that it is up to the Committee concerned to take
a decision in the mattor [para. 268].

C., FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
1. Financial controls

97. The Special Committee feels that the provisions of rules 154 and 155

g;zthe rules of procedure are satisfactory and should be strictly applied [para.
).

98. Thoe Special Committee is also of the opinion that the financial impli-
cations of draft resolutions should be viewed in terms of an over-all asmsessment
of priorities and that the principal organs should give careful consideration to
the draft resolutions adopted by their subsidiary organs where such drafts call
for the appropriation of funds [para. 273]. N

2. Work of theé Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions

99, The Special Committee recognizes that the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions should meet more frequently, but does
not consider itself qualified to make detailed recommendations on the matter
[para. 275).

* Rules 78 and 120 of the present rules of procedure.
s Rules 153 and 154 of the present rules of procedure.
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3. Resolutions setting up new organs
100. While acknowledging that new organs should bo set up only after
mature consideration, the Special Committeo belleves that it would be inadvisable
to amend the rules of procodure and lay down hard and fast rules in the matter
[para. 277].
D. VOTING PROCEDURE

1. Required majority

101, The Special Committee considers that rules 88 and 127t of the rules
of procedure should be left unchanged [para. 282].

102, The Special Committes also considers that the suggestion reforred to
in paragraph 279 of the roport is unacceptable and, moreover, goes beyond its
mandate [para, 283].

2. Measures to accelerate procedures

103, The Special Committee, rocalling the rocommendations which it has
made olsewhere concerning debate on itsms already considered in Committes
(see para. S0 above) and roll-call votes (see parn. 84 above), feels that it is
inadvisable to make any changes in the relevant provisions of the rules of procedure
[para. 287).

3. Consensus

104, Tho Special Committee considers that the adoption of decisions and
resolutions by consensus is desirable when it contributes to the effective and lasting
settlemont of differences, thus strengthening the authority of the United Natlons.
It wishes, however, to emphasize that the right of every Member State to set
forth its views in full must not be projudiced by this procedure [para. 289].

B. REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF RESOLUTIONS

105. The Special Committes did not endorse ths suggestions aimed at
reducing the number of resolutions adopted by tho General Assembly [para. 293].

VII. DOCUMENTATIONu

A. REDUCTION IN THE VOLUME OF DOCUMENTATION

106. The Special Committee recommends that the General Assembly should:

(a) Draw attention to the provisions of its resolutions 2292 (XXII) and
2538 (XXIV) summarized in document A/INF/136, and stress the nced for strict
adhorence to them, not only in letter, but also in spirit, by Member States and
also, in the light of its internal rules, by the Secretariat;

(b) Inatruct its subsidiary organs to include in the agenda of each session
an item on the control and limitation of the documentation of the organ itself
.l;:’ otiio spirit of paragraph 3 of General Assembly rasolution 1272 (XIIl) [para.

B. PREPARATION AND DISTMIBUTION OF DOCUMENTS

107. ‘The Special Committee recommends to the General Assembly that:

(a) Timely distribution of documents in all working languages should be
scrupulously observed;

tRules 86 and 126 of the preunt rules of procedure,
u Seo also resolution 2836 (XXVI).
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(&) All the subsidiary organs of the General Assembly should be required to
complete their work and submit their reports before the opening of each regular
seasion of the Assembly;

(¢) Reports to be considered by the Genoral Assombly should be as brief as
possible and contain precise information confined to a description of the work
done by the organ concerned, to the conclusions it hus reached, to its decisions
and to the recommendalions made to the Assembly; the reports should include,
whore approprinte, a summary of proposals, conclusions and recommendations.
As a rule, no previously issued matorial (working papers and other basic docu-
ments) should be incorporated in or appended to such reports, but, where
necessary, referred to;

(d) Taking into account the needs of Member States, the number of copies
of reports and other United Nations dosuments sbould, whenever appropriate, be
limited, i.e., they should be issued in the /L. =<des [para. 304].¥

C. RECORDS OF MEBTINGS AND SOUND RECORDINGS

108. The Special Committee recommends that rule 60, as revised,» should
be applied in accordance with the following observations:

(a) Summary records should continue to be provided for the General Com-
mittee and for all Main Committees other than the First Commitiee;

(b) The QGeneral Assombly, on the recommendation of the General Com-
mittee, should decide annually whether the option that has traditionally been
approved for the Special Political Commitiee to have, on specific request, tran-
scriptions of the debates of some of its meetings, or portions thereof, should be
malintained;

(c) The provision of summary records to subsidiary organs should be
reviewed periodically by the General Assembly in the light of the report of the
Joint Inspection Unit on the use of minutes instead of summary records, and
of the comments of the Secretary-General and the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions thereon;x

(d) Sound recordings should be kept by the Secretariat in accordance with
its practice [para. 309].

IX. SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

A. REDUCTION OF THE NUMBRER OF ORGANS

109. The Special Committee recommends that the General Assembly should
roview, either perlodically or when considering their reports, the uscfulness of its
various subsidiary organs [para. 313),

110. The Special Committee also recommends that the General Assembly
should consider the possibility of merging some of these organs [para. 314).

B. COMPOSITION OF ORGANS

111, The Special Committee considers that membership of a body depsnds
on the nature and function of that body and that it cannot, therefore, be subject
to any general rule [para. 318].

v For the recommendations concerning the reports of the Main Committees,
sce para. 43 a

w Rule 58 of the present rules of rocedure (see introduction, . 3 .
2 B/4302 and Adg.l and 2. P ( para. 30 (a))
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112. The Special Committes is of the opinion that subsidiary organs of the
General Assembly should, where appropriate, have the authority to invite a
Member State which is not a member of the organ concerned to participate with-
out vote in the discussion of a matter which the organ considers to be of particular
interest to that Member State [para. 319].

113, The Special Committee is also of the opinion that the composition of
subaidiary organs should bo subject to periodic change [para. 320].

114, Finally, tho Special Committes considers that visits of subsidiary organs
away from their normal meeting places should be authorized by the General
?;Isembly only when the nature of the work renders such visits essential [para.

}

C. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

118, The Specizl Committes recommends to the General Assembly that the
Secretary-General should play a greater role in drawing up the calendar of
meetings, it being understood that in every case the final decision rests with the
organ concerned [para. 323).

X. OTHER QUESTIONS

A. CREDENTIALS OF DELEGATIONS

116, The Special Committee, while aware of the problams posed by the
non-recognition by the General Assembly of a delegation's crcdenvials, feels that
it it not in a position to make any proposal on the matter [para. 327).

B. ROLB OF THB SECRETARY-GENERAL

117. The Special Committee is of the opinion that the Secretary-General
should play an active role in making suggestions with regard to the organization
of sessions, it being understood that the final decision on the recommendations he
makes lies with the General Assembly [para. 3313.

C. SBCRETARIAT
118. The Special Committee considers that the question of the reorganization
of the Secretariat, however valid it might be, does not come within its terms of
reference. It is of the opinion, therefore, that it should not make any recom-
mendation on the matter [para. 333}

D. GUIDANCE RBOARDING GENERAL ASSEMBLY PROCEDURE AND ASSISTANCE TO
PRESIDING OFFICERS

1. Preparation of c manual on procedure

119. The Special Committee recommends that the General Assembly should
consider requesting the Secretary-General to prepare a systematic and compre-
hensive compilation of the conclusions which the Assembly may adopt on the
basis of the reports of the Special Commitiee and of the Joint Inspection Unit,
this compilation to form an annex to the rules of procedure of the General
Aseembly [para. 339).

2. Repertory of Practice of United Nations Organs

120. The Special Committee, recognizing the usefulness of the Repertury of
Practice of United Nations Organs, expressss the bope that it will be brought up
10 date as quickly as possfble {para. 3411.
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3. Preparation of a repertory of practice on the rules of procedure of the General
Assembly

121. The Special Committes did not consider that it should endorse the
proposal to issue 8 reportory of practice on the rules of procedure of the General
Anembly [para. 344].

4. Reminders of previous recommendations

122. It was suggested that at the beginning of the session the President of
the General Assembly should remind the Assembly of, and particularly invite the
attention of the Chairmen of Main Committees to, the recommendations for im-
proving the methods of work which were specifically approved in General Anembly
resolution 1898 (XVIII).? While there was general agreement on the principle
underlying that suggestion, the Special Committee did not feel that it need make
any specific recommendation in that regard [paras. 345 and 346].

123. The Special Committee did not retain the suggestion that the report of
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Improvement of the Methods of Work of the
General Assemblys shouid be reissued on account of the financial implications that
such a measure would entall [paras. 345 and 346].

S. Aasistance in procedural matters

124. The Special Committee noted that it was not possible to assign a
member of the Office of Legal Affairs continuously to each of the Main Com-
mittees but that legal advice was always furnished, either orally or in writing,
when requested [para. 348].

125. The Special Committee did not consider that it should make any
recommendation on the proposal that the President of the General Assembly and
the Chairmen of Main Committess should enlist several assistants under them,
both from the Secretariat and, wherever possible, from the delegations themsalves,
to whom they would allocate items on the agenda for the purpose of closely
following them up with the delegations directly concerned and expediting the
progress of the General Assembly [paras. 347 and 348).

E, STUDIES OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

126. The Special Committee did not consider that it should retain the sug-
gestions concerning the insertion ia the rules of procedure of the General Assembly
of provisions similar to those in the rules of procedure of sthe Bconomic and
Social Council [para. 352].

127, The Special Committee took note of the proposal concerning a com-
parative study of the rules of procodure of the General Assembly and those of
the governing bodies of the specialized agencies and suggests that the "United
Nations Institute for Training and Research should consider undertaking such a
project [para. 353)].

128, Lastly, the Special Committee recommends to the General Assembly
that the Secretariat should be instructed to undertzke a comparative study of the
versions of the General Assembly's rules of procedure in the various offcial
languages in order to ensure their concordance jpara. I54].

7 Soe annex 1V,

-o'gkm Records of the General Assembly, Eighteenth Session, Annexes,
agenda item 25, document A/5423,
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F. SPBCIAL TRAINING PROGRAMMS

129. The Special Committes, aware of the training problems facing delega-
tions, particularly as regards newly arrived representatives, suggests that the United
Nations Institute for Training and Research should consider ways of helping to
solve these problems [para. 356).

G. REGIONAL aroUPS

130. The Special Commitiee ondorses the suggestion that the names of
chairmen of the regiona! groups for the month should be published in the
Journal of the United Nations and recommends that it should be left .o the Secre-
tariat to decide how often it should be ap ‘led [paras. 357 and 358].

68



INDEX

This index provides a reference to the rules of procedure and to the recom-
mendations contained in the annexes to the rules. It should be noted that:

(a) In the first column, entitled “{ules”, numbers in italics refer to the rules
applicable to committees;

(b) In the second column, entitled “Annexes”, Roman numerals I to V refer

to the respective annexes and Arabic numerals indlcatc the relevant paragraphs
in each annex.

A
Rules Annexes
Absence of officers .................... 32, 105
Additional items: See Agenda
Adjournment: See Procedural motions;
Sessions
Administrative and budgetary questions 13, 24, 83, 152-160 V 97,98
Admission of new Members ........... 83, 134-138
Advisers ...........eiiiiniiiiinenns 25, 100, 161
Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions . ......... 155-157
Agenda L ...iiiiiiiiii e, 12-24
Additional items:
Regular sessions .................. 15 V24
Special sessions ................... 19
Adoption of agenda ............... . 21 V1923
Allocation of items ................. 97 122,23; V 25-28
Amendment and deletion of items 22
Annotated list of items ............. V17 (b)
Debate on inclusion of items ........ 23
Expenses, proposal for modification of
the allocation of .................. 24
Explanatory memorasdum .......... 20 vis
General Committee, functions of .... 45, 41 V12, 14
Main Committees .................. 97
Preliminary list of items ............ V17 (a)
Provisiona! agenda:
Regular sessions ................ . 12,13
Special sessions ............... 16,17
Supplementary items:
Regular sessions ........ 14
Special sessions .................. 18, 19



Allocation of expenses, proposal for the
modification of

Allocation of items ....................
Alternate representatives
Amendment of rules of procedure .....
Amendments:

See also Proposals and amendinents

Definition of amendments ........ vee

Voting on amendments
Annotated list of items ........c.00000
Appointments:

Advisory Committee on Administrative

and Budgetary Q ‘estions
Committee on Contributions
Sccretary-General

Budget: See Administrative and budgetary
Questions

...................

..............

..........
........

................

c

Chairman of General Committee

Chairmen of Main Committees;
Acting Chairmen ..........
Assistance to Chairmen .....co0004s
Congratulations to Chairmen ........
Election of Chairmen . ...
Eligibility .
Members of General Committee
Powers of Chairmen

......

---------

tessarrene seerrasstesesans

.....

----------------

.......

------

.................

X EEEEEEREE
2suu

o
O a3t

-------------

70

Rulss Annexes

24
9

28, 26, 101
163

122,23; v 25.28

Ui (c)

90, 130
84, 90, 130
V17 (b), 17 (¢)

155
158
141

38,39

108
139,V 124
110
103, 108
101
38,39
106-109, 115-118,
120, 128
69, 111
105
13
104

V 40, 54-57

V10
139, 1V (g);
V39

v

147



1~sure of debate: See Debate
Committee on Contributions .
Committee reports:

Contents ........o.iiiiiiiinniiiiins

Discussion in plenary meeting

Oral presentation

Requirement of a report .......

Committees:

See also Advisory Committev; Chair-
men of Main Committees; Commit-
tee on Contributions; Credentials
Committee; General Committes;
Maip Committees; Rapportours; Sub-
committees; Subsidiary organs; Vice.
Chairmen

Agenda .............. Ceveres
Establishment ..........ociiviieene
Languages
Officers:
Congratulations ............ ceeene
Election ........cocvivviinnnns
Replacoment
Quorum

Records and sound recordings of
Referral of subjects to a committee . .

REEERER)

...................

.......................

.....................

ERERRRE ]

Reports: See Committee reports
Representation of Members .........
Compstence of General Amembly or
committees:
Conflicts of competence ............
Decisions on competence ...........
Draft resolutions ........ooeeieieie
Condolences ..............000 [EPPUN
Conduct of business at meetings .......
Congratulations:
To officers of Main Committees .....
To officers of subsidiary organs ......
ToPresident .........ooc0i00een
Conventions ........coovvenees

erase

csere cea

Provisional admission as representative
Submission of credentials ......

Rules

158-160

66

15, 65, 163

97
96
3
110
101, 103, 108

105
108

58
63-63, 97

100, 101

79, 121

63-81, 108-12%

10

2729

29
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V104
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Rules Annexes
Debate:
See also Speakers
Adjournment ....................... 74, 116

Order of motions ................. 77, 119

Powers of Chair .................. 38, 106
Closure .........covviviiinininnnnn. 18, 117

Order of motions ................ 77, 119

Powers of Chair .................. 33, 106
Delegations . . .. .25, 26, 100, 101 V44
Division of proposals and amendments 89,129

Documents:
Languages .......................... 36, 87
Preparation and distribution of docu-

MONS ..ot iiiiiieiinninaas,, 47 v 107
Reduction in volume of documentation V 106
Request for inclusion of item 20 Vis

Draft resolutions: See Proposals and
amendments; Resolutions; Voting
E
Economic and Social Council:
By-lectiona ........................ 140
Election of members ................ 83, 145, 146
Reports ............. i 13
Terms of office ................... . 139
Elections .........ooovvvvvevivnnnnn.., 11, 83,9294
102, 103, 108,
132, 139-151
See also Voting
By-clections ........................ 34, 108, 140
Economic and Social Council, members

Of e, 83, 145, 146
Equaily divided votes ............... 93,132
Explanations of vote oot allowed in

secret ballot ...................... 88, 128
International Court of Justice, mem-

bersof ... 150, 151
Nominations not to be made ........ 7]

Officers ................. 101-103 V 40, 54-57
President and Vice-Presidents ... .... 3

Procedure to be followed ........... 92-94, 132

Security Council, non-permanent mem-

bersof ..o 83, 142-144
Terins of office of Council members . 139
Trusteeship Council, non-administering

membersof ...................... 83, 147-149




Emergency special sessions: See Sessions

Equally divided voles: See Elections:
Voting

Expenditures:

See also Advisory Committee; Com-
mittee on Contributions

Estimates required ..................
Financial implications of resolutions .

Proposals for modification of alloca-
tion of eXponses ... ...iiiiiiiinn.,

Experts ......ocoiiiiiiiiiiiinnn N
Explanations of vote ..................

F
Financial implications of resolutions . ...

Financial questions: See Administrative
and budgetary questions

G

QGeneral Committes ......... i
Chairman .............coovveininnes
Chairmen of Main Committees ......
Composition ........c.coviiiiiiiines
Closing date for session .............
Frequency of meetings ..............
Functions ................ o

Participation of members requesting
inclusion of items ................

Recommendation on inclusion of items
Representative character ............
Resolutions, revision of ............
Substitute members . ...............
General debate:
Main Committees ..................
Plenary meetings:
Frequancy ............c.coovvenns
Length .........o0vvvviiieniinnen
List of speakers ..................
Statements ........... N

Important questions ...................
International conventions ..............

Rules

153
154

24
25, 100, 101
88, 128

153, 154

38.44
38, 39
38, 39
38
2,41, 99
42
40-42, 44

43
21,23,40
31,38
44
39

83-85

Annexes

V 97,98

V 74-76

V97,98

V10

v4
1201V (f/); V13
V() v,
14

3

vi2
V1o

V10
V 61-63
V44
V45

V 46
V4s

I F
113,14



International Court of Justice;
Election of members ................
Reports .................. Cerereeaee
Requosts for advisory opinion ....

International peace and security, main
tenanceof ..............000000enls

International trusteeship system .......
Interpretation:
From languages of General Assombly
From languages other than thoso of
General Asssmbly ..............
Interpretation of rules of procedure ...

J
Journal of the United Nations . ... . . ..

Languages ........... Cersiraiiaeeanie,
Committees and subcommittees . ... . .
Documents .................
General Assembly .............. ..
Interpretation:

From languages of General As-
sembly ......................

From languages other than those of
Qeneral Assembly ............
Journal of the United Nations ... .. .
Main Committees ................
Official languages ............
Other than languages of Genoral A:-
sembly ........................
Records:
Summary records ................
Verbatim records .................
Resolutions ............. Ceeriereaes
Working languages ..................
Legal and drafting questions, methods
and procedures for dealing with .
List of speakers: See Speakers

M
Main Committees:
Jee aiso Meetings; Spealers
Agenda .......... terertreteenes
Conflicts of competence ............
Concurcent eonddcndono“um
Functions

L R RN W RPN

74

Rules Annexes

150, 151
13
O (a)

49, 83
83

52

s3
162

35

51-57
51
56, 57
5

52

53
55
51
5

53, 87

54
34
56
5

97

122;1119;V 38

Veés
98 vV 29-38



ules Annexes
Main Committees (continued) *

Genoral debate ......covvviiiennnn.. V 61-63
Languages .. ..................... 51
Officers:
Congratulations ...... Cevaeees 110
Blection ......... versresisnsinnees 99, 102, 103, 105 V4o
Replacemont ................... 105
Quorum ... ..., 108
Records and sound recordings of
meetings ....................... L3 V108
Reports: See Committes reports
Represontation of Members ......... 100, 101
Subcommitices ................... 102 114; 1T 29;
IV (e); V 66
Work:
Commencement ........ocoeeneeen. Vs, 5
Progress ..... v 60
Majuority required: See Voting
Meditation, minute of silent prayer or .. 62
Meetings:
See also Main Committees; Plenary
meetings
Adjournment ...... ciresciareesennes 16,77, 118, 119

CloBng ..oovvviiinnntiiiiinatinenien. 3§, 106
Opening ..........oevenvvvnnnenness. 35,67,106,108 1V (g) (i);V 67
Public and private meetings ......... 60, 61

QUOTUM t.ovvvt cisnerinonean teeenes 61, 108
Suspension ........coeivveinnieennned 76, 77, 118, 119
Members:
Admission of new Membens ......... 83, 134-138
Communications to Members:
Annotated list of items .......... . V17 (b), 17 (c)
Preliminary list of items .......... V17 (a)
Provisional agenda ............ 12, 16
Resolutions .............. ceeees . 1
Supplementary list ................ 14,18 )
Delegations:
Alternate representatives .......... 26
Credentials ........cove0iiiveerans 2729
Bxpulsion .......... teriererees
Participation in Gensral Committee . . 43

Repressntation on Main Committess . 100, 101



Rules Annexes
Members (continued)

Requests for holding sessions away

from Headquarters ............... 4

Requests for inclusion of items:
Regular sessions .........coovvvin 13-15 V18
Special sessions .......... 00000nn 16, 18, 19

Requests for special sessions and
emergency special sessions ........ 9

Suspension of rights and privileges .. 83

Minute of silent prayer or meditation .. 62

‘Motions: See Procedural motions; Pro-
posals and amendments

N

Non-member States:
Roquests for inclusion of items in
provisional agenda .......vveeinis 13

Non-recorded vote ........coovvuniinns 87,127

Officers: See Chairmen of Main Com-
mittees; Committees;  President;
Rapporteurs; Vice-Chairmen; Vice-
Presidents

Official languages ............ Cevees 51
Order, call t0 .......oovvvnivennnninn s 68, 72, 109, 114
Order, point of: See Points of order

P

Plenary meetings:
See also Meetings; Speakers
Committee reports:
Discussion ..........coiiiinn 66
Oral presentation ................ V 52,53
Condolences ............covvvnvnnnns V 82, 83
Congratulations .................... V80
General dubate ..................... V 44.48
Non-utilization of the rostrum ....... vV 51
Officers:
Congratulations .................. V 80
Election .............oovovvvennet. 31, 92-94
Replacement ..................... 32-34
QUOTUM . \vviviiiie it eiiir e eennans 67

Records and sound recordlngs of
meetings .............ooiiinhllns 58 V 108 (d)

Referral of items to plenary meetings v27

76



Polnts of order:
Decision on points of order .........
Description .......cooviinniiiinn
During voting .......oocvvnivinninn
Powers of Chair ....................
Prayer or meditation, minute of silent .
Proliminary list of items ..............
Presidont «...oovvvvvnivnnne, e
Acting Presidont ......ocvviiiiiian
Congratulations to President ........
Credentials Committes, appointment of
Electlon ....ovviiiiiiiiiiieniinn,
Emergency speclal session ..........
Qoneral Committes ..... e
Powors of President ................

Replacement .......vvevvnvivnnnsnns

Ruling «.vivviirniivniiiiinnnninnes

Tomporary President ...... e

Torm of office ............ Ceeniiaens

Voting right ...ovvviiviiiniiiniiiin,

Principal organs, other:

See also Economic and Social Coun-
cil; Intornational Court of Justice;
Secretariat; Seourity Council; Trus-
teeship Council

Notiiﬂcation of General Assembly ses-
-3 L+

Provisional agenda ..................
Supplementary items:
Regular sessions ..................
Special sessions ...................
Private meetings .........cc.c000n .
Procedural motions:
Debate:
Adjournment .............0000enn
Closure .....ooviviviniiinnniienes
Mesting:
Adjournment .........0c0iiiiiinnn
Suspension ............ciiuiiinn,

Number of speakers allowed, limita-
tion of ...oviiiiiiiiiiii i

Order of procedural motions ........
Powers of Chair ....................

Proposals and amendments:
See also Resolutions; Voting

77

Rules
71.113

88, 128
35, 106
62

30-37
32,33, 37

28
3
63
38,41, 42
35, 36, 67, 68,
73-76, 78, 88
34

71
30
31
37

11
13

14
18
60, 61

74, 116
78, 117

76, 118
76, 118

74,75, 116, 117
71, 119
35, 106

Annexes

V 17 (a)

Vv 80

1391V (g);
Vi9

V79 (b),79 (¢)



Rules Anrnixes
Proposals and amendments (continued)

Competence of General Assembly or

cormittees .....oiiiiiiiineiinn, . 79,121 V 38,96
Division .....cvuuinnns Cererateseneee 89, 129
Bqually divided L (1T 95, 133
Ordoer of voting ............. ceeee 90, 91, 130, 131
See also Procedural motions
Reconsidoration ................. 81, 123
Submission and circulation ......... 78, 120 V87,88
Withdrawal and reintroduction ...... 30, 122
Public meetings .................. .o 60, 61
Q
Quorum ............ ... ..., 67, 108
R
Rapporteurs:
Blection «.....cvvvunn cviensnneinnes 102, 103, 105 V 54-57
Eligibility ...... Ceeverretiiene 101

Precedonce as speakors .............. 69, 111
Reconsideration of proposals ,...,..... 81, 123
Recorded vote ........vvvvvvinvnness. 87, 127

Records:
Languages .......... 54
Secretariat dutles ................... 47 Vv 107
Sound recordings ........ 58 Vv 108
Summary records ...........000e.n.. 47, 54, 58 V 108
Verbatim records ................. 47, 54, 58 V 108
Relntroduction of motions ............. 80, 122
Reply,rightof ...................... 73, 115 V7,78
Reports:
Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions ,..... 157
Committees ............ Cheersiarin. 15, 65, 66, 163  V 43, 52, 53, 107
Financial reports .......... 13
Economic and Social Council ...... 13
International Court of Justice ...... 13
Secrotary-General ................. 13, 48, 64
Security Council .................. 13, 136, 137, 141
Specialized agencles ............... 13
Subsidiary organs . ... ... ... .. . . . . 13 v 107
Trusteeship Council ...... ... ... 13

Repmentatlvoo. See Members
Resolution 377 A (V) ..vvvvivninnnnns 8,919



Resolutions:
See also Proposals and amendments;
Voting

Communication to Members .....
Consensus, adoption by «.......o0u0e
Consultations ........
€ontent .oviiviiiiiiiiiiieiiiinas
Date of submission ........c000vvne
Drafting of resolutions ..............

Draft resolution accompanying request
for inclusion of item .............

Financlal implications .....
Languages ......cieereriininreciene
Revision by General Committee .....
SPOnsoOIs ....iviiinins
Right of 1eply iioovvvrivnnniniineines
Roll-call vote .........cuvvenns
Rules of procedure, mmrpmtation and

amendments of ....... N
Ruling:
By Chairman ............. N
By President ..............
8
Secretariat «vvvvirieiriiiieriersane
Duties with regard to QGeneral As-
sembly .....oiiiieninnn
Regulations concerning staff .........
Statements at meetings .......... Ceee
Secretary-General:
Annotated list of items .......... eee
Annual and supplementary reports .
Referral to Main Committees .....
Appointment ............ cerieene .

Duties with regard to Genonl As-
MDbLY L vvviiviiiirreiiiririreiees
Emergency special sessions ...... cens
Financial implications of resolutions .
International peace and security, main-
tenance of .........
Notification of sessions .......ve0vuse
Notification under Article 12 of

Organization of sessions ........
Preliminary list of items ........
Provisional agenda .......

79

Rules

»

20
153, 154
6
44

73, 115
87,127

162, 163

113
"

45-50

47
50
70, 112

13,48
64
141

45, 46
89
153, 154

49
510,11

49

12, 13

Annexes

Vo4
V 90, 91
V 95, 96
v 87, 88

11 36; V 95

V97,98

v
v,
V4

111 (c)

V79 (b),79 (¢)
V79 (5,79 (c)

V17 (), 17 (¢)

vsr

V117
V17 (a)



Rules Annerxes
Secretary-Gencra!  (continued)

Specizl sessions ............... .... 8,9
Statements at nieetings .............. 70, 112
Supplementary items ........... 14, 18

Security Council:
Admission of new Members, recom-
mendation on .................... 136, 137
By-elections ........................ 140
Election of non-permanent members . 83, 142-144
Emergency special session of Geaeral

Assembly, request for ............. 8-10
International peace and security, main-
tenanceof ............ ... ... . 49
Notification under Article 12 of
Charter ........ e Ceeersaeeaes 49
Reports ................ e 13, 136, 137, 141
Secretary-General, recommendation on
appointment of .................. 144
Speciul session of General Assembly,
request for ........ ., 8-10
Terms of office ..................... 139
Separate voltes ................0iiil. 89, 129
Sessions:
See also Agenda
Emergencs special sessions .......... 8-10, 63
Notification ...................... 10
Request for session ............... 8,9
Summoning ...................... 89
Regular sessions-
Closing date ...................... 2,41,99 V4
Notification ....... 5 11
Opening date .................... 1
Place:
At Headquarters ............... 3
Away from Headquarters ....... 4
Temporary adjournment ......... 6
Special sessions . ... ......... ... .. 7-11
Date fixed by General Assembly .. 7
Notification ...................... 10, 11
Request for special session ........ 8,9
Summoning .......... i 79

Show of hands: See Voting

Sitent prayer or meditation. minute of . 62
Sound recordings .................... . 58 Vv 108



Speakers:
See also Debate
Closure of list ......................
Powers o Chair ..................
Non-utilization of rostrum ..........

Number of interventions allowed to
cach representative, limilation of ..

Powers of Chair ..................

Number of speakers allowed, limita-
tion of:

Adjournment of debate ...........
Closure of debate ................

Division of proposals and amend-
ments .....oovveiniiiiiiiiian,

Inclusion of items in agenda ......

Reconsideration of proposals ... ...

Time-limit on speeches . ......
Order of apeakers ...................

Precedence of Committee Chairmen
- and Rapporteurs ..................

Right of reply ......................
Time-limit:
Adjournment of debate ..........
Closure of debate ................

General ..........................
Inclusion of items in agenda ... ...
Powers of Chair .................

Suspension or adjournment of
meeting ......................L.

Specialized agencies:
Administ:ative budgeis ..............
Agenda items, referral of ......... ..

Of .

Subsidiary organs:
Composition .......................

Establishment ......................
Meetings:
Caleadar .........................

Rules

73, 11§
35, 106

72,114
35, 106

74,116
75,117

89, 129
23
31,123
72,114
68, 109

69, 111
73,115

74,116
75,117
88, 128
72,114
23
35,106

76,118

157

11
13

51, 102

161

Annexes

V 46, 69

\ &2

V48

1V (g) (iD);
V70,71

V171,78

V 74-76
V48,73

V22

I 14; 1Y 29;
IV (e); V 66

Vi

\& 1!
V 106 (b)

V115



Subsidiary organs (continued)
Place .......coiviiiiiiiiiii
Number of organs ..................

Participation by Member States not
mernbers of organs ................

Reports ....................

Vice-Chairmen, number of
Summary records . ........ ..o
Supplementary items: See Agenda

Suspension of meating: See Procedural
motions

Technical advisers ....................
Temporary adjournment of session ...
Terms of office:
Advisory Committee on Administra-
tive and Budgetary Questions ... ...
Committee on Contributions ... .. ...
Council members ...................
Economic and Social Council ........
President .............00viiiiinn

Security Council, non-permanent men:-
bers of ...

Trusteeship Council, non-administering
members of ...
Vice-Presidents .....................
Translation ...............covieiiinn
Trusteeship Council:
By-elections ........................
Election of non-administering members
Reports ..........cccoiviiiiinininnns
Terms of office .....................
Trusteeship system ........ .
Two-thirds majority: See Voting

v
Yacancies: See Appointments; Elections
Verbatim records .....................
Vice-Chairmen:
Acting Chairman ..............
Election ...................c00ll
Bligibility ....................0000
Subsidiary organs ..................

Voting right when replacing Chairman
in General Committee ............

Rules Anneses

V114
Vv 109, 110

V112

13
V42
47, 54, 58 Vv 108

25, 100, 101
[}

140
83, 147-149
13
139
83

54, 58 Vv 108

105
102, 103, 105
101
v 42

39



Rules Annexes
Vice-Presidents:
Acting President:

Designation ...................... 32

No voting right .................. 37

Powers and duties ................ 33
Election ..... e e 31
Emergency special sessions .......... 63
QGeneral Committee . ............... 38,39
Terms of office ................... 31

Voting ....... e e e, 82.95, 124-133

See also Elections
Abstentions ........................ 86, 126
Amendments, voting on ............. 90, 130

Amendments to proposals relating to
important questions, two-thirds ma-

jority required for ........... e 84
Chairman does not vote ............. 104
Chairman's ruling .................. 113 V79 (b),79 (c)
Conduct during voting .............. 88, 128
Decision as to whether to vote on
PTOPOBAL o .vvurrninririiiiensenn 91, 131
Division of proposals and amendmcms 89, 129
Equally divided votes 95, 133
Expianations of vote ................ 88, 128 Vv 74-76
General Committee, voting in ... ... 38,39
Important questions, majority required
L 84
Interruption of voting .............. 88, 128
Majority required on 1mpommt ques-
tions ......... .. ... .. 84
Mechanical means of voting ........ 87, 127
“Members present and voting", mean-
ing of phrase . 86, 126
Method of voting ................. 87, 127
Non-recorded vote .................. 87.127
Order of voting:
Amendments ..................... 90, 130
Competence, decisions on ........ 79, 121
Procedural motions .............. 11, 119
Proposals .............. ......... 91, 131
President does not vote ............. 37
President’s ruling ................... 71 V79 (b), 79 (¢)
Propc . ,votingon ................ 91, 131
Recor- e vOt& .........ovoo oot 87, 127



Rules Annexes
Voting (continued)
Reports of Main Commmecs, proposal

10 diSCUSS ... ... .iiieerieiiinns 66
Roll-call vote ....................... 87, 127 V 84
Rules of procedure, amendnient of .. 163
Ruling:
By Chairman .................... 13 V79 (b),79 (c)
By President ..................... ! V79 (b),79 (c)
Scparateo votes .............o0ihiiin 89, 129
Showofhands ...................... 87,127
Simple majority .................... 85, 125
Two-thirds majority required:
Additional items, consideration of . 15
Admission of new Members ...... 83, 136
Budgetary questions . . . ... .. 83

Election of members of Economic
and Social Council, Security

Council aad Trusteeship Council 83
Expulsion of Members ............ 83
Important questions . . 83, 84 HI F
International peacs and security,

maintenance of ... .. .. . 83
Namibia, reports and petitions con-

(2341117 S NnF
Reconsideration of proposals, mo-

tion for .................. ... RI, 123

Supplementary and additional items
for agenda of special session or

emergency special session .. ... 19
Suspension of rights and privileges
of Members .................... 83
Trusteeship system ................ 83
w
Withdrawal of motions ................ 80. 122
Working groups ........... hereraeens 1 14; 11 29
IV (e); V 66
Working languages .................... 51

84
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HOW TO OBTAIN UNITED NATIONS PUBLICATIONS

United Nations publications may be obtained from bookstores and distributors
throughout the world. C It your bookstore or write to: United Nations, Sales
Section, New York or Geneva.
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