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INTRODUCTION

1. At its flrst vogular sosslon, the Gouneral Assombly adopted pro-
vislonal rules of procedure (A/71/Rov.1) basod on a toxt contained in
tho soport of tho Mroparatory Comimisslon of tho United Nations,!

2. At the samo sesslon, the Gonoral Assombly, by resolutlon 102
8) of 15 Decomber 1946, cstablishoed the Committeo on Procedures and

rgantzation, consisting of 18§ Momber Statos,

3, At lts scoond sosslon, the Gonoral Aasomblt' consldored tho
roport of the Conunltteo on Proccdures and Organlzation,® which con-
tained draft rules of Pmceduro proposed by the Committeo,® and, by
rosolution 173 (X) of 17 Novembor 1947, adopted {ts rules of proce-
duro, Theso rules ontored into forco on 1 Jonuary 1948,

4, At tho snmo sesslon, the Cloncral Assembly, by resolution 116
(11) of 21 Novombor 1947, decldod to add now rules 113, 114, 116 and
117,4 rolating to tho admisslon of new Membors,

5. At its third sesslon, the General Assombly, by rosolutlon 262
(11X) of 11 Docombor 1948, deolded to inoludo Sptm(sh among lts worke
Ing Innguages and to amond nccordlngly rules 44 to 48.°

6. At tho same sosslon, the General Assembly, by resolution 271
(IXX) of 29 Aprll 1949, cstablished the Speclal Cominittoo on Mothods
gntxél Proceduses of tho Conoral Assombly, consisting of 15 Moembor

{CS.

7, At its fourth session, tho Genoral Assombly considered tho
recommondatlons contained {n the report of the Sprolal Committeo on
Mothods and Proceduros of tho Goneral Assembly® and, by resolution
362 (IV) of 22 Oatobor 1949, declded:

(@) To amend rules 14, 31, 33, 35, §9, 64, 65, 67, 68, 69, 72,

80, 81, 82, 97, 98, 102, 103, 108, 106, 107, 110, 117, 118 and 119;!

(b) To add now rulos 1A, 19, 19D, 19C, 31A, 35A, 358, 56A,
89A and 97A2

Dy the samo rosolution, the Coneral Assembly adopted soveral of the

1PC/20, ohap. I, seots 3. )

3 Oflictal Records of the Goneral Assombly, Second Sesston, Plonary Moot
ings, vo .Jl, annox 1V, dooumont A/388,

8 1bld,, dooument A/388, part I

4 Rulos 134, 138, 137 ond 138 of tho prmm rulos of progedure,

8 Rujos 81 to $$ of the presont rules of procecdure.
12 (:\ t/) 1(‘:’l;zl Rocords of the General Assumbly, Fourth Sesslon, Supploment No.

*Rules 15, 35, 38, 40, 66, 7(, 72, 74, 75, 76, 79, 88, 89, 90, 106, 108,
13, 114, 116, 117, 118, 121 128, 129 and 130 of the prosent rules of procodure,

ﬂlllulea i. 20, 22, 23, 50. 41, 42, 62, 99 and 107 of tho presonl rulos of
Progodure.
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vecommiendations and suggestions ol the Sll)colul Conunlttee and res
quosted tho Soorotary-Genoral to propare a document embodying these
recommondations and suggestions I a convenlont form for use by the
Gonoral Committos and dologatlons of Member Statos lu the Assoml)l{.
The ml“ of thoso recommendatlons and suggostions s reproduced n
annex I

8, Al tho samo sosslon, tho Goneral Assombly. b‘y resolution 306
(1V) of 3 Docomber 1949, adopted rules for tho calling by the Beonomle
and Suclal Councll, undor Articlo 62, puragraph 4, of tho Chater, of
intornatlonal conforonces of States.

9, At its flth sosslon, the General Assombly, by resolution 377 A
(V? of 3 Novembor 1950, adopted sovoral amendmonts and additions
to {ts rulos of procedure rolating to tho holding of cmorgenocy speolal
sosslons; by that resolution, tho Assombly declded:

a) "T'o add a paragraph (l); to rulo 8;
b) Toadd o parageaph (b) toxule Y3
¢) Yo lnsert a now soutence at the ond of rule 10;

d) 1o lnsort a now sentoneo at the oud of vule 16;

ag To Insort u now sontence at tho end of vule 19;

(f) Vo insort a now rule 680
10. At tho same session, the Gonoral Assmnb‘l’y by rosolution 475
(V) ol 1 November 1950, adoptod a now rule 8 Al concornlng the
majority roquired tor doclsions of the Assombly on mmendments (o pros
posals rolating to Important guestions and on purts ot such proposals put
to the vote separately. )

{1, At tho samo sossion, the Cloncral Assembly, by resolutlon
479 (VE of 12 Deceombor 1950, adopted rulos for tho calling by tho
Heonomle and Social Counoll, undor Article 62, parageaph 4, of the
Charter, of non-governmental conforences,

12, At its sixth sossion, the Goneral Assembly, by resolution 597
(VI) of 20 Decombor 1951, established the Speelal Comumtlttes for the
Considoration of the Moethods and Procedures of the General Assombly
gzr ‘Daunug with Logal and Drafting Quostions, consisting of 15 Membor

ates,

13. At lts sovonth sosslon, the CGlonoral Assombly considered the
report of the Special Commilttes for the Conslderation of tho Mothods
and Procedures of the Gonoral Assombly for Dealing with Logal and
Drafting Questions! and, by resolution 684 (VIL) of 6 November 1952,
adopted cortain recommendations contained in that report; the resolution
also provided that:

(a) Tho torms of these recommendations should be embodied as

an annex to the rules of procedure;

(b) The snld annex should ulso reptoduce gm-agrapha 19, 20, 29,

30 and 35 to 39 of the report of the Special Commitice.

® Rulo 63 of tho prosont rules of procodure,

10 Rujo 84 of the prosont rulos of progodure,

1 Oficlal Records of the CGoeneral Assombly, Seventh Session, Annoxes,
agénda ftem $3, documont A/2174,
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The texts of the recommendlations and the speelfied parts of the report
of the Speelal Committeo are roproduced in annex 11,

14, At tho samo sesslon, the Genernl Assembly, by resolution 689
A (VII) of 21 Decomber 1952, ostablished tho S[{)oclal Committco on
Monsures to Limit the Duratlon of ‘Regular Sossions of the Genoral
Assombly, conslsting of 15 Mombor States, By vesolution 689 1§ (VlI? of
tho same date, tho Gonoral Assombly udolptcd an amendment to rule 2
whovoby the Assombly would, at tho boginning of cach session, fix “a
closing dute for the sesslon” rathor than “a target date for tho closlng of
the sosslon",

15, At Its olghty sesslon, tho Genoral Assembly "consldered the
roport of tho Speeial Committee on Moasures to Limit the Duration of
Rogular Sosstons of the Gonoral Assombly'® and, by resolution 791
(VII) of 23 Ootober 1953, deolded:

(a) To amend rules 38 and 39, relating to the composition of the

Gonoral Committeo;

() To nmend rale 98, rolating to priovities in the consideration
of itoms in the Maln Commlticos,

16, At its ninth scssion, tho Gonoral Assembly, by resolution 844
(IX) of 11 Qotober 1954, adopted six special rules designed to govern
its proceduro for tho oxaminatlon of roports and potitions relatlng to the
Torrltory of South West Afica,’ The toxt of these special rules is ropro-
duced in annex 11X,

17, At its cloventh scssion, the Gonoral Assembly, at the S77th
plenary meoting on 15 November 1956, deolded:

@) "T'o establish an clghth vice-presidoney of the Assembly;

b) 'To change the name of the “Ad Hoce Political Conunittee” to
“Speclal Politleal Committee” and to confer a permanent charocter
on that Comnittee,

At the same sesston, the General Assembly, by resolutlon 1104 (XI) of
18 December 1956, adopted consequential amendments to rules 31, 38,
39 and 101,10

18, * At its twelfth session, the Gonoral Assembly, by resolutlon
1192 (XII) of 12 Decembor 1957, decided to increase the number of
Vice-Presidents of the Assembly from 8 to 13 and adorted consequentlal
nmendments to rulos 31 and 38, In on annex to the rosolution, the
Goneral Assembly approved the pattorn according to which the Vice-
Prosidonts should bo elected.

19. At its sixtcenth session, the Gonoral Assembly, by resolution
1659 (XVI) of 28 November 19(31, declded to increase the membershis
of tho Advisory Committes on Administrative and Budgetary Questions

flrg:,t?nl ﬂ9 to 12 and adopted consequentlal amendments to rules 156 and

18 1hid., Bighth Session, Annexes, agonda Item $4, documont A/2402,

18 Rule 99 of tho grosom rulos of [i)rocodure.

14 By rosolutlon 2372 (XXII) of 12 Juno 1968, the Qenoral Assombly de-
¢ldod that “South West Africa" would be known as “Namibla”,

18 Rule 98 of the ?rusont rules of procodure.

10 Rules 155 and 156 of tho presont rules of procedure,
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20. At its soventcenth session, the Geueral Assombly, at the
1162nd plenary meeting on 30 Qctobor 1962, cstablished the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Improvement of the Mothods of Work of the Genoral
Assombly, By rosolution 1845 (XVII) of 19 Dceomber 1962, the
Gonoral Assembly deolded to ocontinue tho 4d Hoe Committee,

21, At its olghteonth session, tho General Assombly considered
the roport of the Ad fle¢ Committeo on the Improvement of the Mothods
of Work of tho Gonoral Assembly!? and, bE resolution 1898 (XVIII) of
11 Novembor 1963, took note of the obsotvations contalned in that
wlpox‘t and approved the recommeondations submitted ‘bly the Committce,
Tho text of tho vesolution is reproduced in annox IV,

29, At the samo sosslon, the Goenoral Assombly, by resclutlon
1950 (XVIII) of 17 Decomber 1963, deelded to inorcase thoe number
of Vice-Prosidonts of the Assembly from 13 to 17 and adopted conse-
Tlentlul amendmeonts to rules 31 and 38, In an annex to thoe rosolution,
tho Genoral Assembly approved tho pattorn according to which the
Prosldent of tho Assombly, the 17 Viee-Presidonts of the Assombly and
thie 7 Chalomen of tho Maln Commitiees should be elcoted; tho toxt of
that aunex is xoproduced in a foot-note to rulo 31,

23, At its twontlcth scssion, by resolution 2046 (XX‘) of 8 De-
cember 1965, the Gorncral Assontbl , lollowlng the entry luto force of the
amendments to Artloles 23, 27 and 61 of the Chaster, amended its rules
of procedure as follows:

) l(a) Io tulo 8 (b), tho word “sevon” was voplaced by the word
nine”;
) (b) To rule 143, the word “thwroe” was roplaced by tho word

4 ¥,

_ (o)’ In yule 146, the word “six” wag replaced by the word “nine”.
The 1lmttom for the clection of the non-pormanent mombors of the
Scoutlty Counoll is reproduced in a foot-note to rule 142,

24, At its twonty-sccond scsslon, tho General Assembly, by reso-
lution 2323 (XXII) of 16 December 1967, deolded to amend rules 89
and 128% by adding to cach of these rulos & new paragraph (b) to take
into ucoount the iustallatlon of mechanical means of voting,

25, At the same scsslon, the General Assembly, at the 1629th
lenary meeting on 13 Decomber 1967, took note of a corrcotion to the
ronchi verslon of rule 15% whoreby the words “caractdre d'importance

ou d'urgence” in the first sentonco of that yulo wero replacea by the
wotds “caractére d'importance et d'urgence”,

26. At its twenty-third session, the Goneral Assombly, by resolu-

tlon 2479 (XX1NX) of 21 Decomber 1968, decided to Includo Russian
among its working languages and to amend accordingly rule 51.

11 Offlclal Records of the General Assembly, Bighteenth Susslon, Annexes,
agenda {tem 25, document A/$423,

18 Rulo 142 of the prosent tulos of procedute.

19 Rule 145 of the grosom rulos of procedure.

20 Rules 87 and 127 of the prosent rulos of yroceduro.

81 Officlal Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-second Session, Annexes,
agenda ltom 8, document A/BUR/169,
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27, At the same scsslon, the Goneral Assembly, b{ resolutlon
2390 (XXII) of 25 November 1968, deolded to increase the memboer-
ship of the Committee on Contributions from 10 to 12 aud adopied 8
oonsochomlal amendment to rule 1593

28, At its twonty-fourth sossion; tho Goneral Assembly, by resolu-
tion 2553 (XXIV) of 12 Decombor 1969, adopted amendmnionts to rules
§2, 53 and §5% gonsequont upon the amondment to rulo §1 adepted at
the twenty-third sesslon.

29, ~ At lts twonty-fiith sossion, the Gonoral Assembly, by resolu-
tion 2632 (XXV? of 9 Novomber i970, ostablished the Speolal Com-
mittce on the Ratlonallzation of the Procedurcs and Organization of the
Gonoral Assombly, conslsting of 31 Mombor States,

30, At its twonty-sixth session, tho Gonoral Assembly consldored
tho report of the S{)colal Committoo on the Ratlonallzation of the Yro-
ceduros and Organlzation of tho Gonoral Assembly® and, by esolution
2837 (XXVI) of 17 Decembor 1971, doolded:

(9) To umond rulo GO™ to vofleat the practico of tho Goneral As-
s?nbly ?nd its commlttoce vogerding the reoords and sound recordings
of meotings;

Sb) To amond rulos 69 and 1102 to authotizo tho prosiding officor
to deelare a mooting opon and permit the dobate to procoed whon at
lenst one third of the momboers of the Gonoral Assembly or one
quattor of the wembors of u commitico are prosont;

(¢) To umend rulos 74 and 11697 to permit no more than two rep-
rosentativos to spoak in favour, and two against, a proposal to limit
tho time to be allowed to onch speaker or the numbor of tlmes each
reprosontativo may speak on any question;

(d) T'o amend rule 100 to Include in it moro dotalled provislons
zolating to the organization of work of tho Maln Ccmmittoes, and to
ronumber it rulo 1018 (former rule 101 became rule 100%0);

(e) To amond tulo 10530 to provide that!

(1) Gach Maln Committeo shall olcot a Chalrman, two Vice.
Chalemon and a Rapportour;

(i1) Each other committco shall eloct u Chaltman, oue or more
Viece-Chalrmeon and a Rapportour;

(il) Bleotions shall be held by scoret bnllot unless tho committee
dcolgies otherwlse in an clectlon where only one onndidato is
standing;

(iv) The nominatlon of each candidate shall be lmited to one
speakot, after which tho commitice shall immediately proceed
to tho cleatlon,

22 Rule 158 of tho prosont rules of proveduro.

28 8eo Introduction, para, 34,

U Offlelal Records of the Generul Assembly, Twenty-sixth Sesslon, Supple-
ment No, 26 §M8426).

28 Rulo $8 of tho presont rules of proceduro.

20 Rules 67 and 108 of tho prosont rules of procodure.

81 Rulos 72 and 114 of tho prosont rules of proceduroe.

38 Rulo 99 of tho prosont rulos of proceduro.

20 Rulo 98 of the prosont rules of procedure,

80 Rule 103 of the present rules of procedure.
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aud to adopt consoquential amendments to rules 39 and 1079
(f) To lusert a now rulo 112,% rolating to congratulations to the

officars of Maln Commltiees, and to ronuimber accordingly the

oxlstlng rules 112 to 164,80
By resolution 2837 (XXVI), the General Assembly ulso approved the
concluslons of tho Speoial Commitee and deolded that they should bo
annoxed to tho rules of proceduro; theso conoluslons are reproduced in
annox V. In one of tho rocommendations,?® the Secrotary-Gonoral was
requested to undertako a comparativo study of the versions of the rules
of procedure In tho varlous ofllclal languages in order to onsuro thoir
concordaneo; this roquest was complicd with and the rolovaat editing
changos weoro lnvorpotated In tho tulos.

31, At tho samo sosslon, tho Conoral Assembly, by resolution
2798 (XXVI? of 13 December 1971, declded to incronse tho moember-
ship of the Advisory Committoe on Administeative and Budgotary Ques-
tlks)i;smfrom 12 1o 13 und udopted n consoguentlal awondmont to xulo

32, At tho samo gosslon, tho Qonoral Assombly, by rosolution
2847 (XXV1) of 20 Decombor 1971, deolded to amond Artlelo 61 of
the Charto: to lnorenso from 27 to 54 tho numbor of membors of the
Lconomie and Soclal Counell, By that resolutlon, the Goneral Assombly
also declded that, upon the ontry Into forco of the amendment to the
Chattor, the word “ulne” In rule’ 1477 would bo roplacod by tho word
“olghtocn”, Tho amondmont to tho Chartor ontered into forco on 24
Soptomber 1973, Tho pattern for tho election of tho mombors of the
Econowle and Soclal Counell, as sot forth ln vosolution 2847 (XXVI),
I8 roprodugced in a foot-noto to rule 145,

33, At its twontiv-sovomh sosslon, tho General Assombly, Ly
rosolutlon 2913 (XXVID of 9 Novomboer 1972, declded to Inoroase
tho momborshly, of tho Committeo on Centrlbutions from 12 te 13 and
adoptod a consequontial amondment to rule 160,

34, At lts twonty-eighth sossion, tho Goneral Assombly, by reso-
31“}313({3189 (XXVID and 3190 (XXVIII) of 18 Dcuombox’ 1973,
eclded:
(¢) To include Chineso among the working longuages of tho
Goneral Assombly, its conunittoos and lts subcotmlittcos;
(b) To Include Arabic among the officlal and the worklug lan-
guages of the Genoral Assombly and its Main Commlitees,
By tesolution 3191 (XXVIII) of 18 Decombor 1973, the Gonoral
Assém,\l\bly adopted consedquontial amendments to ite rules of proceduro,
as follows;
(@) Rulos 51 to 89 were roploced by now rules 51 to 57;

8 Rulo 108 of the prosont rules of procedure,

88 Rulo 110 of the prosent rules of procodure.

80 Rules 111 to 162 of tho prosont rules of procgdure.
04 Rogolutlon 2837 (XXVI), anuex I, para, 128

88 Rulo 185 of tho prosont rules of proceduro,

00 Rulo 148 of the presont rules of procoduro.

37 Rulo 158 of tho prosont xules of proceditre,
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(b) Rules 60 to 165 were renumberod accordingly.
35, The prosent revised odition of the rules of procedure em-

bodios all the amendments udos)tcd by the Qencral Assembly up to and
including its twonty-oighth sesslon.

36, Tho previous versions of the rules of procedure and of the

amondiments and corrigenda thercto have beon issucd uador the fol

lowlng symbols:
Necombor 1947 .v.vovivinian
June 1948 .......
January 1950 ...
Jonuary 1981 ...\,
July 1984 ..o 04
Murch 1986 ... o
Soptomber 1957 ..vv i1
January 1988 ...

Yobruary 1961 ...\ .0,
Tobruary 1902 v viviiiiiiiiiiiin

June 1064 .viviiviiininnn,
March 1966 ...iviis
January 1968 ... 00s
Aprll 1969 . 0viiiia
July 1970 .oooviiiiin “
May 1972 .0 oo e
Novomber 1973

TR ERERARARR R

xvil

A/520

A/520/Corr,1 (Pronch ouly)

A/520/Rov.d

A/520/Rov,2

A/520/Rov.3

A/520/Rev.4

A/520/Rev.S (formerly A/3660)

A/520/Rev.5/Corr.1 (formorly A/
3660/Corv.1)

A/520/Rev.6 (formerly A/4700)

A/520/Rov.6/Corr.] (formorly A/
4700/Corv,1)

A/520/Rov.7

A/520/Rov.8

A/520/Ravi9

A/520/Rov.9/Corr.1

A/520/Rov.10

A/S520/Rov. 11

A/520/Rov.11/Amend.d

Ticbruacy 1974



EXPLANATORY NOTRE

Rules 49, 82, 83, 85, 144, 146 and 161, which reproduce textually
provisions of the Charter, are printed in bold t‘);pe and are, in addition,
provided with a foot-note. A foot-note has also been added to other rules
which, while based directly on provisions of the Charter, do not repro-
duce those provisions textually.

Figures indicated between square brackets in sections dealing with
rules for plenary meetings refer to identical or corresponding rules for
committee meetings, and vice versa,

Attention is drawn to rule 162, which provides that the italicized
headings of the rules, which were inserted for reference purposes only
shall be disregarded in the interpretation of the rules.



RULES OF PROCEDURE

1. SESSIONS

REGULAR SESSIONS

Opening date -
Rule 1!

The General Assembly shall mect every year in regular session
commencing on the third Tuesday in September.

Closing date
Rule 22

On the recommendation of the General Committee, the General
Assembly shall, at the beginning of each session, fix a closing date for
the session,

Place of meeting
Ruie 3

The General Assembly shall meet at the Headquarters of the United
Nations unless convened elsewhere in pursuance of & decision tuken at a
previous session of at the request of a majority of the Members of the
United Nations.

Rule 4

Any Member of the United Nations may, at least one hundred and
twenty days before the date fixed for the opening of a regular session,
request that the session be held elsewhere than at the Headquarters of
the United Nations. The Secretary-General shall immediately com-
municate the request, together with his recommendations, to the other
Members of the United Nations. If within thirty days of the date of
this communication a majority of the Members concur in the request,
the session shall be held accordingly.

Notification of session
Rule 5

The Sccretary-General shall notify the Members of the United
Nations, at Ieast sixty days in advance, of the opening of & rogular
SCSS1011.,

1 Ruie based directly on a provision of the Charter (Art, 20),
2 Seo introduction, paras, 7 and 14; see also annex V, para. 4.
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Adjournment of sesslon
Rulo 6

Tho Goneral Assembly moy doeldo at any sesslon (0 adjourn tem-
poraslly and rosumo its mootings at a later dato,

SPLCIAL SRSSIONS

Summoning by the General dssembly
Rulo 7?
The Gonoval Assombly may fix o dato for o spoolal session,

Summioning at the request of the Secwwrity Councll or Membars
Rulo 04

(a{ Speolal sosslons of tho Goneral Assombly shall be convened
within fitteon doys of tho regelpt by the Scorumr{n ionoral of o rocpwst
for such o sosslon from tho Seourity Counell or from o majority of tho
Membors of the Unitod Natlons or of tho conourronce of a majorlty of
Mombors as provided In rulo 9,

) Emergon% spoolal sosslons pursuant to Gonoral Assombly
rosotution 377 A (V) shall be convoned within twonty-four hours of
the roceipt by tho Sooretary-Gonoral of & roquoest for such a sossion
from. tho Scourlty Councll, on tho voto of any nino memboers thercof,
or of n yoquest from & majority of the Membots of the Unlted Natlons
oxprossod by voto In the Intorlm Committeo or otherwiso, or of the
coneurrenco of o wajority of Mombors as provided in sule 9,

Rogquest by Mombers
Rule 9

(@) Any Mombor of the United Nations may requost tho Seorotarys
Goneral to convone a sjpuclnl sosslon of tho Gonoral Assombly, Tho
Socretary-General shall immedintely Inforim the othor Mombors of tho
requost and inquire whothor they concur in it. If within thirty days of
the dato of tho communloation of tho Scorotary-Gonoral a majority of
tho Mombors conour in the request, o special sosslon of the Genoral
Assombly shall bo convened ln accordance with rule 8.

(b) This rulo shall apply also to o roquoest by any Maember of the
United Natlons for an emorgenoy spoolal session putsuant to rosolution
377 A (V). In such a case, the Seoretary-Clonoral shall gommunionte
with the other Mombers by tho most expeditious moans of communica-
tlon avallable,

8 Rulo based dirpotly on a provislon of the Charter (Avt. 20).
4 Qoo Introduction, paras, 9 and 23,
8 S¢o Introduotlon, para, 9,



Notifleation of session
Rulo 10¢

The Scoratary-Genoral sholl notify thoe Mombors of the United
Natlons, at loast fourtoon days in advanco, of the oponing of a special
scsslon convenod at tho roquost of the Scourity Counell, and at lonst
ton days in ndvanco in the oaso of  sosslon convoned at the request of
a majority of tho Mombors or upos the conourrence of & majorlty in the
roquost of any Mombor, In tho cuso of nn omorgonoy speelal sossion
cotivoried pursuaut to rulo B %b). the Scorctary-Conoral shall notily
Mombots a¢ loast twelvo hours before tho opening of tho session,

REQULAR AND SPROIAL SESSIONS

Notification to athar bodles
Rule 11
Coples of tho notlco gonvening oaoh sassion of the Conoral Assoni-
Uly shall be addrossad to all othor principal organs of the United Natlons

and to the speelatized agoneles voforved to fn Axtlelo §7, pavageaph 2,
of tho Chastor,

I, AGENDA
RUGULAR SESSIONS

Provisional agonda
Rule 12
Tho provisional agonda for u rogular scsslon shall bo drawn up

by the Scorote y=Gonoral and communioated to the Mombers of tho
nited Nutlons at least sixty days boforo tho oponing of tho scssion,

Rule 18

Tho provisional agenda of a xogular scsslon shall include:

(6) Tho roport of tho Scorotary-Goneral on tho work of tho
Organization;

(b) Ropotts from tho Scourlty Counell, tho Boonomle and Sooclal
Counell, the Trusteeshlp Coungll, the Intornatlonal Court of Justice
the cubsldlary organs of tho Gunotal Aasomb‘l(y and tho sponlallzccl
umg‘eu)olos (whore such toports are called for under agreoments ontored

0)}

(¢) All items the inclusion of which has boon ordered by tho
Goneral Assombly at o povious sossion;

Nl (d) All itoms proposed by the other princlpal organs of the United
ations;

(@) All homs proposed by nny Mombor of tho United Natlong;*

'sééwn;ﬁzox V, para, 18,



(/) All itoms portaining to the budget for the noxt flnanclal year
and the roport on the accounts for the last financlal yoar;

(i{) All dtams which the Secretary-Gonerul deoms It necessary to
put Lofore the Gouoral Assombly; ‘

(/) All ltoms proposed undor Artlole 35, paragraph 2, of the
Chastor by Statos not Maembors of the Unlted Natlons,

Supplementary itoms
Rulo 14

Any Momber or prlncipal organ of the United Natlons or the
Scorotnry-Glenceal may, ot loast thirty dnys bofore the date fixed for
tho oponlng of a vogular sesslon, request the inclusion of supplemontaxy
ftems in the agondn,® Such items shall bo placed on a supplomontary
list, which shall be communleated to Mombore at loast {wonty days
bolore the oponing of the scsslon,

Additlonal ltems
Rule 157

Additlonnl ltoms of an lmportant aud urgont charactor, proposcd
for incluslon In the agenda loss than thicty days before the opening of
u rogular sosslon or durlng a rogular sesslon, may be placed on the
agenda il the Gonoral Assembly so decldes by a majority of the memn-
bors present and votlng, No additlonal itom may, unless the Goneral
Assenibly decldes othorwise by a two-thivds majorlty of the membors
Prosont and votlug, be considored until soven days have elapsed since
t was placed on the x:{;oudu and uatll a committee has roported upon
the yuestion concorned, :

SPUCIAL SESSIONS

Provisional agenda
Rulo 16°

The provisional nﬁcudu of a speclal sesslon convened at the request
of the Security Council shall be communicated to the Members of the
United Nations at least fourtcon days before the oponing of the session.
The provisional agenda of a speclal sosslon convened at the request of a
majority of tho Members, or upon the concurrence of a majority in the
request of any Momber, shall be communicated at least ten days before
the opening of the sesslon. Thoe provisional agenda of an omergone
spoclal sesslon shall be communicated to Members simultaneously with
the communleation convening the sossion,

7 Sae Introduction, paras, 7 and 25; seo also annox V, paras. 18 and 24,
8 See introduction, para. 9.



Rule 17

The provisional uégenda for a sreolnl sessfon shall consist only of
those {toms proposed for consideration in the request for the holding
of the session, .

Supplementary items
Rule 18

Any Member or principal organ of the United Nations or the
Socrotary-Genoral may, at least four days before the date fixed for the
oponing of a speclal sosslon, request the inclusion of supplementary
ftoms {n the ngenda, Such itess shall be placed on a supplementary list,
whichi shiall be communlcated to Mombots as soon as possible,

Additional ltems
Rule 19?

Durlng o special sesston, items on the supplementary list and addi-
tional items may be ndded to the agenda by a two-thirds majority of the
mombers present and voting, During an emorgoney speclul sesslon, addi-
tional itoms coucerning tho matters dealt with in resolution 377 A (V)
may be added to the agenda by a two-thirds majority of tne nembers
present and voting.

REQULAR AND SPECIAL SRSSIONS

Laplanatory memaorandum
Rule 20°

Any item proposed for inclusion in the agenda shall be accom-
panied by an explanatory memorandwn and, if possible, by basic docu-
ments or by a draft resolution,

Adoption of the agenda
Rule 21%

At cacu, scssion the provisional agenda and the supplementary list,
together with the report of the General Committee thereon, shall be
submitted to 1he General Assembly for approval as soon as possible
after the opering of the session,

Amendment and deletion of ltems
Rule 221

Items on the agenda may be amended or deleted by the General
Assembly by a majority of the members present and voting,

9 See Introduction, para. 7; see also annex V, para, 18,
10 800 annex V, paras, 19-33
11 See Introduction, para, 7.



Debate on inclusion of items
Rule 281

Debate on the inclusion of an item in the agenda, when that ltem
hos been recommended for inclusion by the Goneral Cominittes, shall
be limited to throe speakers in favour of, and thrco against, the incluslon.

Tl;o President may limit the thme to ba allowed to speakers undor this
rule,

Modification of the allocation of expenses
Rule 24

No proiposnl for a modifiontion of the allocation of cxpenses for tho
time being in force shall Lo placed on the agenda unless it has been
communicated to the Members of the United Nations at loast ninety
days before tho opening of tho scsslon.

I, DELEGATIONS
Composition
Rule 25%

The delegation of a Member shall consist of not more than five
representatives and five alternate representatives and as many advisors,
technical advisers, cxperts and persons of similar status as mny be
required by the delegation.

Alternates
Rulo 26

An alterhate representative may act as a representative upon desig-
nation by the chairman of the delegation,

IV, CREDENTIALS
Submission of credentials
Rule 27

The credentlals of representativos and the names of members of a
delegation shall be submitted to the Sccrctary-General if possible not
less than one week before the opening f the session. The credentials
shall be issued either by the Head of the L'tate or Government or by the
Minister for Forelgn Affairs, :

Credentials Committee
Rule 28

A Credentials Committee shall be appointed at the beginning of
each sesslon, It shall consist of nine members, who shall be appointed

12 Rule based directly on a provision of the Chater (Art. 9, para, 2). Sec
annex V, para. 44,
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by the General Assombly on tho proposal of the President. The Com-
mittee shall olect its own offlcers, It shall examine the oredentlals of
ropresentatives aud report without delay.

Provisional admission 1o a session
Rule 29

Any reprosontative to whoso admission a Monmtber has made ob.
jeotlon shall Le soated provisionally with tho sam? rigits as othor
roprosontatives undl the Credoentinls Committco has toported and the
Goueral Assombly has givon its declsion,

.

V. PRESIDENT AND VICL-PRESIDENTS

Temporary President
Rule 30

At the oponlng of each sesslon of tho Goneral Assombly, the
chaitman of that delogation from which the President of tho provious
seselon was cleoted slnll prosido untll tho Assembly hes cleeted a
Presidont for the session.

Elections
Rule 819

The General Assombly shall cleot 2 Prosident and soventeon Vice-
Presidents,' who shall hold office untll tho closo of the session at which

18 See {ntroduction, paras. 17, 18 and 22.
141 the annex to resolution 1990 (XVIII) of 17 Decombor 1963, the Gene
oral Assombly decided os follows:

“f," In tho clection of the Prosidont of the Goneral Assombly, rogard
shall bo had for equitnble gc%;m?hlcul rvotation of this oflico among tho
voglons montioned 1n paragraph 4 bolow,

"2, The soventeon Vice-Prosidents of the Goneral Assonmibly shall bo
elocted according to tho followlng pattern, subjeat to paragraph 3 below:

“(a) Sevon reprosentatives from African and Asian Statos;

“(b) One roprosontative from an Enstern Europoan State;

“(e) ‘Thres roprosentatives from Latin Amorican Statos;

" d; ‘Two reprosontatives from Wostorn Huropoan and other States;
o " {: Five ropresontatlves from the permanent mombors of the Security
ounoll.

“3, The election of tho Prosident of the Genernl Assombly will, how-
over, havo the offoct of reducing by one the number of vico-presidencies
allocated to the reglon from which the President is clected ln nccordance
with gnrngmph 2 above.

4, The soven Chalrmen of the Main Comumittees shall be elected
according to the following pattern:

“(a) Throo reprusontatives from African and Aslan States;

“th) One roprosontative from nn Eastern Europenn State;

“(c) Ono reprosentativo from a Latln Amorlcan Stato;

“(d) One reprosontative from o Wostern Europoan or other State;

“(e) ‘The sevonth chairmanship shall rotato every alternate year among
roprosentatives of States mentloned {n subparagraphs (e) and (d) above.”
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thoy ave olaoted.™ Thoe Viee Presldonts shall be eleatod, aftor the oleotlon
of the Chalrmen of the soven Main Committeos roforrod to In rule 98
in such a way as t¢ onsure tho roprosentative character of the Goneral
Conmittoe,

Aeting President
Rulo 32 [103]

It tho Prosldent flnds It nocessary to be absont (Iurm‘f; & meeting
8;‘ any pait thereol, lio shall designate one of the Viee-Presidonts to take
8 place.

Rule 33 [106)

A Viee-Lrosidont acting os Peosldent shall havo tho same powors
and dutles us the Prosident.

Replacemont of the President
Rulo 34 {105]

If the Prosidont Is unablo to J)orform his functions, o now Prosidont
shall bo clocted for tho unoexpired tormi,

General powers of the President
Rule 851 {106]

In addition to exerolsing tho powors conferred upon him olsowhere
by thoso rulos, the Prosldent shall deolare tho opening und olosing of ench
plonary meotlng of tho sossion, diroot the disoussions In- plonary
mootlng, onsuro obsorvanco of thoso rules, accord the right to speak,
put questions and announco declsions, Ile shall rule on mes of
ordor ond, subject to theso rules, shall have goniplste coutrol of the pro-
ocedings at any mooting aud over tho malntonance of ordor thoreat, The
Presldont may, In the cousse of tho discussion of an ltem, propose 1o the
Gonoral Assombly the limitation of the time to be allowod to spoakors,
the llmbtatlon of the nwmbor of times cach representative may spoak,
the olosure of tho st of spoakers or thoe closure of tho debate. Ho may
also proposo tho susponsion or the adjournmont of the mootlng or tho
adjournmont of the dobate on tho ltom under discussion,

Rule 86 [107)]

The Presldont, in tho oxerolse of his functions, remalns under the
authorlty of the Gonoral Assombly,

o

i Rulo bosed dirootly on a provision of tho Charter (Art. 21, second
sonlonce),

16 8go Introduotion, para. 7; sce also nnnox I, parn. 39, annex 1V, para. (g),
ond annex V, pora, 39,



Tha Presidens shall not vote
Rule 87 {104]

Tho Prosidont, or a Vice-Prosidont noting as Presidont, shall not
v?to but shall designate another membar of his delogation to vote in his
place,

VI, GENERAL COMMITTRD

Composition
Rule 387

Tho Qonoral Commlttee shnll comprlse the Prosldont of the Gonoral
Assembly, who shall prosido, the soventeon Vice-Prosidonts and the
Chalemen of the seven Maln Committeos, No two mombers of the
Goneral Commitieo shall Lo mombers of the same dologation, and it
shall be so vonstituted as to onsurc its roen'osonmtlvo charaotor, Chales
mon of othor commitligos wpon which all Mombors have tho right to
bo ropresontod and which aro ostablished by the Goneral Assombly to
moot durlng the sesslon shall be entltled to attend meotings of the Gou-
oral Commltteo and may pacticipate without vote In the disoussions.

Substituie membors
Rule 3918

I( a Vico-Prosidlont of tho Goneral Assembly finds it necossary to be
absont durlng o weotlng of tho Qenoral Comniltloo, ho miny dosignate
a membor of his doelogation to take his placo, The Chalriman of a Main
Cominlttoe shall, in caso of absenee, designate one of the Viee-Clndemen
of tho Gommltteo to tuke his place, A Vieo-Chalrman shall not have the
tlght to voto I ho 18 of tho samo dologation as another membor of the
Gonoral Comumlttoo,

'unctions
Rulo 401

The Genorn) Commitieo shall, at the boglnning of cach sesston,
considor tho provislonal nz‘xomm, togother with the supplomentary llst,
and shall moko rocommendations to tho Goneral Assombly, with regard
to ouch Item proposed, concorning its inclusion In the nf;endu. the
rojection of the roquest for inelusion or tho fncluston of tho ftem in
tho provislonal agonda of a future sesslon, It shall, In the sanie manner,
oxomino roquosts for tho Inclusion of additional ltoms in the agonda
and shall nioke rocommendations thoroon to the General Assombly.
in consldering mattors roloting to the agenda of the General Assembly,

17 §oo [ptroduetlon, paras, 7, 15, 17, 16 and 22,
18 800 Introdugtion, paras, 15, 17 and 307 se0 nlso annox V} para, 10,

10 800 introduction, pura. 7; seo also annex 1V, para, (f), and aunuex V,
paras, 1114,
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the General Committee shall not discuss the substence of any item
except in so far as this bears upon the question whether the General
Committee should recommend the inclusion of the item in the agenda,
the rejoction of the request for inclusion or the inclusion of the item
in the provisional agenda of a future session, and what priority should
be accorded to an itom the inclusion of which has beea recommended.

Rule 411

The General Committee shall make recommendations to the Gen-
eral Assembly concerning the cleslng date of the sesslon. It shall assist
the Prosident and tho General Assembly in drawing up the agenda for
cach ‘flenm'y meeting, in determining the priority of its items and in
co-ordinating the proceedings of all committees of the Assembly. It shall
assist the President in the general conduct of the work of the General
Assembly which falls within the competence of the President. It shall
uot, howover, decide any political guestion,

Rule 422

The General Committee shall meet periodically throughout each
session to roview the progress of the General Assembly and its com-
mittees and to make recommendations for furthering such progress.
1t shall also meet at such othor times as the President deems neces-
sary or upon the request of any other of its members.

Participation by members requesting the inclusion of items in the agenda
Rule 43

A member of tho General Assembly which has no representative
on the Genoral Committee and which has requested the inclusion of an
item in the agenda shall be entitled to attend any meeting of the General
Committee af which its request is discussed and may pasticipate, without
vote, in the discussion of that item.

Revision of the form of resolutions
Rule 44

The General Committee may revise the resolutions adopted by
the General Assembly, changing thelr form but not thelr substance,
Any such changes shall be reported to the General Assembly for its
conslderation,

20 8o introduction, para, 7; seo also annex I, para. 20, annex IV, para. (f),
and annex V, paras, 13 and 14,
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VII. SECRETARIAT
Duties of the Secretary-General
Rule 45

The Sccretary-General shall act in that capacity in all mectings
of the General Assembly,® its committces and its subcommittees, He
may designate a member of the Secretariat to act in his place ot these
meetings.

Rule 46

The Secretary-General shall provide and direct the staff required
by the General Assembly and any committees or subsidiary organs
which it may establish,

Dutles of the Secretariat
Rule 47

Tho Secretariat shall receive, translate, print and distribute docu-~
ments, reports and resolutions of the Geuneral Assembly, its commit-
tees and its organs; interpret speeches ade at the meetings; propare,
print and circulate the records of the session;® have the custody and
proper preservation of the documents in the archives of the General
Assembly; distribute all documents of the Assembly to the Members of
the United Nations, and, generally, perform all other work which the
Assembly may require,

Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization
Rule 48

The Secretary-General shall make an annual report, and such
supplementary reports as are required, to the General Assembly on
the work of the Organization.?* He shall communicate the annual report
to the Members of the United Nations at least forty-five days before the
opening of the session.

Notification under Article 12 of the Charter
Rule 49%

The Secretary-General, with the consent of the Security
Couneil, shall notify the General Assembly at each session of any
matters relative to the maintenance of international peace and
security which are heing dealt with by the Security Council, and
shall similarly notify the General Assembly, or the Members of
the United Nations if the General Assembly is mot in session,
immediately the Security Council ceases to deal with such matters.

21 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Art. 98).

22 Ses aninex V, para, 107,

28 Seo annex V, para, 108.

24 Rule reproducing textually a provision of the Charter (Art. 12, para, 2).
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Regulations concerning the Secretariat
Rule 50%

The General Assembly shall establish regulations concerning the
staff of the Secrctariat,?

Vil LANGUAGES

Official and working languages
Rule 5197 :

Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish shall be both the
official and the working languages of the General Assembly, its com-
mittees and its subcommittees, Arabic shall be both an official and a
working language of the General Assembly and its Main Committees.

Interpretation
Rule 52%

Speeches made in any of the six languages of the General As-
sembly shall be interpreted into the other five languages, provided that
interpretation from and into Arabic shall bs made only in the Assembly
and in its Main Committees.

Rule 53

Any representative may make a speech in a language other than
the languages of the General Assembly. In this case, he shall himself
provide for intergretation into one of the languages of the General
Assembly or of the committee concerned. Interpretation into the other
{anguages of the General Assembly or of the committee concerned by
the interpreters of the Secretariat may be based on the interpretation
given in the first such language.

Languages of verbatim and summary records

Rule 547

Verbatim or summary records shull be drawn up as soon as possible
in the languages of the General Assembly, provided that such records
shall be drawn up in Arabic only for the plenary meetings of the
Assembly and for the meetings of the Main Committees,

25 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Art, 101, para, 1),

20 For the Staff Regulations of the United Nations, sce ST/SGB/Staff Regu-
lations/Rev.7 and Rev.7/Amend.1-3,

27 See introduction, paras. 5, 26, 28 and 24,
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Languages of the Journal of the United Natlons
: Rule 55%

During the sessions of the Goneral Assembly, the Journal of the
United Nations shall be publiched in the languages of the Assembly.

Languages of resolutions and other documents
Rule 56*

"~ Al resolutions and other documents shall be published in the
languages of the General Assembly, provided that publication in Arable
of such documents shall bo limited to those of tho Asscmbly and its
Main Committees. :

Pyblications in languages other than the languages of the General
"~ Assembly '
Rule 5737

Documents of the General Assembly, its committces and its sub-
committees shall, if the Assembly so decides, bo published in any
languagedother than the languages of the Assembly or of the comumitteo
concerned, :

IX. RECORDS
Records and sound recordings of meetings
Rule 5828

(a) Verbatim records of the meetings of the General Assembly and
of the Political and Security Committee (First Committeo) shall be
drawn up by the Secretariat and submitted to thosc organs after approval
by the presiding officer, The General Assembly shall declde upon the
form of thé records of the meetings of the other Main Committees and,
if any, of the subsidiary orﬁans and of ziwlecml meetings and conferences,
No organ of the General Assembly shall have both verbatim and sum-
mary records.

(b) Sound recordings of the meotings of the General Assembly and
of the Main Committees shall be made by the Secretariat, Such record-
ings shall also be made of the proceedings of subsidiary organs and spe-
cial meetings and conferences when they so decide. :

Resolutions
Kule 59

Resolutions adopted by the General Assembly shall be communi:
cated by the Secretary-General to the Members of the United Natlons
within fifteen days after the close of the sessior.

28 Seq, Introduction, para. 30; sce also annex V para, 108,
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X. PURLIC AND PRIVATH MEBRTINGS OF THR GBNBRAL
ASSEMDLY, 11§ COMMITTUES AND I8 SUBCOMMITTEES

Qonaral prineiples
Rulo GO

Tho moetings of the Coneral Assoimbly and its Main Connitteos
shall bo hold {n publio untess tho organ concerned dooldes that excop:
tlonal clroumstances requite that tho meoting bo hotd (u private, Mootings
of othor commiticos and subcommitioos shall alge L hold i publle
uiloss tho ongon conoorned dooldes othorwiso,

Privaie maatings
Rule 61

All doalslons of the Clonoral Aasombly takon at a privato meeting
shall bo anuounced at an cacly Yublla meollng of tho Assombly, At tho
aloso of onoh private moeoting of the Maln Conimiltteos, othor conmittocs
and subcommittoos, tho Chalrnon niay tssue a commiunigud thioughi the
Soorotary-Gonoral,

X1, MINUTE O SILENT PRAYLDR OR MUDITATION

Invitation to silont prayer or meditation
Rulo 627

Tmmedlately afior tho opening of tho fst plonay meoting and
Iinmedlately progading the olosing of the final plonary mooting of onoh
sosslon of the Clonoral Assembly, tho Y'resldent shall invite the ropre-
son‘tﬁ\tu\{lcs {0 obscrve ouc minute of silonce dedioated to prayes of
weditation,

XII. PLINARY MEETINGS
CONDUCT O DUBINGES

Emergancy speclal sesslons
Rulo 68%

Notwithstanding the provisions of any othor gule aud unloss the
Gonoral Assombly deoides othorwisoe, the Assombly, n caso of an emors
gonoy spootal session, shall convene n plonary nmoun[t onlly ond procoed

rectly to considor ihe itom proposod for consideration in tho request
for the holding of the scssion, without provious roforonco to the General
Committos or to any other committac; the Presidont and Vico-Prosidonts
for such emorgency speolal seasions shall be, respcotlvol? the chalrmen
of those delegations from which wero clocted tho Pros dont and Vi
Prosidents of the previous sosslon,

"0 S0 Titrodwatlon, para. 7.
40 Soo Introductlon, pavs, 9.
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Report of the Secratary-General
Rulo 64

Propoaals to rofor any &)onlon of the voport of tho Seovotary-Gonoral

to one of the Main Committees witholit debato shall be decided upon

%y tlml Pomml Assombly without provious roforouge to tho Gonaral
ommitteo.

Referenca to commitivos
Rulo 66

Thoe Goneral Assoml\li/ shall not, untoss it deoldos ethorwiso, makoe
a final doolslon wpon any ltom on tho agenda watll 1¢ has rocolved tho
ropoit of & committes on that Lo,

Disoussion of vaports of Main Committees
Rulo 66"

Disousslon of a ropoit of n Maln Committeo in a plenary mooting
of the Gonornl Assombly shall take ploco 1€ at lonst ono thivd of tho
mombors prosont and votlng at the plonnry mooting considor such o
discussion to bo necessnry, Any proposnl to this oficot shall not Lo
dobated but shall bo lmmediatoly put to the voto,

Quorum
Rulo 67% [1048]

Tho Prosidont may deolaro a meoting opon and permit tho debate to
prococd whon ot loast one third of tho mombors of tho Goneral Assembly
aro prosont, The Pwsonco of a majority of tho mombexs shall be required
for any doclsion to be takon,

Speeches
Rule 68% [109]

No toprosontative may addross the Gonernl Assembly without hav-
ing proviously obtainod tho pormission of tho Prosident, The Presldent
shall call upon sponkors in tho order n which they s‘lfnlfy tholr desive
to speak. Tho Presidont may call o speaker to order his vemarks are
not relevant to the subjeot undor disoussion,

Precedence
Rule 69 [111]

The Chairman and the Rapportour of a comumitteo may be accorded
“fr"“ﬂﬁ.’ix {?r tho purpose of explaining the conclusions atrived at by
elr co (1)

31 Qoo Introduction, para, 7,

L 7800 {ntroductlon, para. 30; seo also nanex 1V, para, (8) (1), and annex V,
a 07,
mg,Sco annex 1V, parn. (g) (I, oud nunex V, paras. 6971,
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Statoments by the Secrelariat
Rule 70 [112]

The Scerotary-General, or & meomber of the Sccrotaciat dosignated
by him as his roprosentativo, may at any time make either oral or writ-
ton statements to the Goneral Asseinbly concorning any cuestion under
congidoration by it.

Polnts of ordar
Rule 71% [113]

Durlug the discussion of any matier, o represontative may rise to
a point of order, and the point of order shall be immediately decided
by the Prosldent in accordance with the rules of procedure, A repre-
sentative may appoal agalnst the ruling of the President. The appeal
shall bo Immedlately put to the vote, and the Prosident's ruling shall
stand unless overruled by a majorlty of the moembers present and voting.
A represontativo tising to o point of order may not speak on the sub-
stance of the mattor under discussion,

Timeslmit on speeches
Rule 728 [114]

The General Assembly may limit the time to be allowed to cach
speaker and the number of times ench representative may speak on any
qucstion. Before a declslon is taken, two representatives may speak in
favou. of, and two against, a proposal to sct such lmits, When the
debate 18 llmited and a ropresentative excccds his cllotted time, the
President shall call him to order without delay.

Closing of list of speakers, right of reply
Rule 73% [115]

During the cowse of u debate, tho President may announce the
list of speakers and, with the consent of the General Assembly, declare
the lst closed, Ho may, however, accord the right of reply to any mem.
Scr h!f _al speech delivered after ho has declared the list closed makes this

csirable.

Adjournment of debate
Rule 745 [116)

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move
the adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion, In addition
to the proposer of the motion, two representatives may speak in favour

84 §co Introduction, para. 73 seo also annex V, para, 79.
88 See Introduction, paras, 7 and 30.

86 8co annex V, paras. 46, 69, 77 and 78.

a7 Bee lmroducllou, para. 7.
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of, and two against, the motion, after which the motion shall be immedi-
ately put to the vote. The President may limit the time to be allowed
to speakers under this rule,

Rule 75°7 [117]

A representative may at an%l time move the closure of the debate
on the item under discussion, whether or not any other rcpresentative
has signified his wish to speak. Permission to speak on the closure of
the dobate shall be accorded only to two speakers opposing the closure,
after which the motion shall be immediately put to the vote, If the
General Assembly is in favour of the closure, the President shall declare
the closure of the debate. The President may limit the time to be allowed
to speakers unde: nis rulo.

Closure of debate

Suspension or adjournment of the meeting
Rule 76" [118]

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may move the
suspension or the adjournment of the mecting, Such motions shall not
be debated but shall be immediately put to the vote, The President may
limit the time to be allowed to the speaker moving the suspension or
adjournment of the meeting,

Ovrder of procedural motions
Ruale 77 [119]

Subject to rule 71, the motions indicated below shall have pre-
cedence in the following order over all other proposals or motions before
the meeting:

{a) To suspend the meeting;

(b) To ad}ourn the meoting;

(c) To adjourn the debate on the item under discussion;

(d) To close the debate on the item under discussion.

Proposals and amendments
Rule 78% [120]

Proposals and amendments shall normally be submitted in writing
to the Secretary-General, who shall circulate coples to the delegations.
As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to the vote at
any meeting of the General Assembly unless copies of it have been
circulated to all delegations not later than the day preceding the meeting.
The President may, however, permit the discussion and consideration of
amendments, or of motions as to procedure, even though such amend-

88 Seo annex V, paras, 87 and 88,
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monts and motions have not been circvlated or have only been circu-
lated the same day.

Decislons on competence
Rule 79°7 [121]

Subject to rule 77, any motion calliug for a decision on the compe-
tenco of the General Assembly to adopt a proposal submitted to it shall
be put to the vote bofore a vote is taken on the proposal in question.

Withdrawal of motions
Rule 80 [122]

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time beforo
voting on it has commenced, provided that the motlon has not been
nmonlglcd. A motlon thus withdrawn may be relntroduced by any
member.

Reconsideration of proposals
Rule 81 [123]

When a proposal has been adopted or r%ected, it may not be re-
considered at the same sesslon uuless the Goneral Assembly, by a
two-thirds majority of the membors present and voting, so deoldes, Por-
misslon to speak on a motion to reconsider shall be accorded only to
two speakers opposing the motion, after which it shall be immediately
put to the vote.

VoriNg
Voting rights
Rule 82% [124]

Each member of the General Assembly shall have one vote.

Two-thirds mafority
Rule 8330

Decisions of the General Assembly on important questions
shall be made by a two-thirds majority of the members present
and voting. These questiovs shall include: recommendations with
respect to the maintenance of international peace and security,
the eolection of the non-permanent members of the Security
Couneil, the election of the members of the Economic and
Soclal Couneil, the election of members of the Trusteeship
Council in accordance with paragraph 1 ¢ of Article 86 of the
Charter, the admission of new Members 1o the United Nations,
the suspension of the rights and privileges of membership, the

8 Rules 82, 83 and 85 roproduce the three paragraphs of Article 18 of the
Charter.
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oxpulsion of Members, questions relating to the operation of
the trusteeship system, and budgetary questions,

Rule 8410

Decislons of the General Assembly on amendments to proposals
relating to important questions, and on parts of such proposals put to
the volo separately, shall be made by a two-thirds ma?orlty of the
members present and voting.

Simple majority
Rule 853 [125]

Decistons of the General Assembly on questions other than
these provided for in rule 83, including the determination of
additional categories of questions 1o bo decided by a twodhivds
majority, shall be made by a majority of the members prosent
and voting,

Meaning of the phrase "members present and voting”
Rule 86 {126]

For the purposes of these rules, the phirase “members prescut and
votlng” means niembers casting an affirmative or negative vote, Mem-
bers which abstain from voting are considered as not voting,

Method of voting
Rule 8741 [127]

(@) The General Assembly shall normally vote by show of hands
or by stundlng, but any representative may rxequest a roll-call. The
roll-call shall be taken in the English alphabetical order of the names
of the members, beginninf; with the member whose name is drawn
by lot by the President. The name of each member shall be called in
any rolfl-call, and one of its representatives shall rephy “yes”, “no” or
“gbstention”, The result of the voting shall be inserted in the record in
the English alphabetical order of the names of the members,

(b) When the General Assembly votes by mechanical means, a
non-recorded vote shall replace a vote by show of hands or by standfng
and a recorded vote shall replace a roll-call vote. Any representative
may request a recorded vote. In the case of a recorded vote, the
General Assembly shall, unless a representative requests otherwise,
dispense with the procedure of calling out the names of the members;
nevertheless, the result of the voting shall be inserted in the record
in the same manner as that of a roll-call vote.

10 See introduction, para. 10; see also annex I1I, special rule F.
41 Sce introduction, para. 24; sce also annex V, para. 84,
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Canduct during voting
Rule 88 [128]

Aftor the DProsidont has anoounced the beginning of vuﬂn‘f, o
reprosontativo shall lntorrupt the voting oxeopt on a point of order in
connoxlon with tho nctunl conduct of tho voilng, The Prosidont may
pormit membeors to explain thelr votes, olther before or aftor the votlng,
oxeopt whon tho voto s taken by scoret ballot, The Prosident may Hili
the time to be allowed for such oxplanations, The Prosidont shall not
permit the proposor of a proposal or of an amendmont to oxplaln his
voto ou his own proposal or nmondmont,

Division of propesals and amaendmonts
Rulo 894 [129]

A roprosontative may movo that parts of a \)ropoaul or of an
amendmont should bo votod on sepacatoly, It objoctlon is mado to the
roquost for division, the motlon for divislon shall be voted upom
Yormisslon to spenk on the motlon for division sholl be glven only to
two speakers in favour and two sponkors agalnst, I tho motion for
division is onrrloed, thoso parts of tho proposal or of tho pmendmont
which aro approvod shall then bo put to the vote as n whole, If all
oparativo parts of the proposal or of tho amendment have been rojoeted,
the proposal or tho amendmont sholl bo cousidered to havo boon re-
Jected as & whoto,

Voting on amendments
TRule 90 [130]

When an amondnient is moved to a proposal, the amondment shall
bo voted on first, When two or moro amendmonts are movod (0 o pros
posal, the General Assembly shall flrst vote on tho amondmont furthost
romoved in substanco from the orlginal proposal and then on the
amondment next furthest romoved thorefrom, and so on untll all
the amendments have boon put to the vote. Where, however, the adop-
tlon of one amondment nccessarlly implies the rojeotlon of anothor
amendment, the latter amendment shall not be put to the vote, If ono
or more amendments are adopted, the nmended proposnl shall then be
voted upon. A motlon Is considored an nmendment to a proposal if It
merely adds to, doletes from or rovisos part of tho proposal.

Voting on proposals
Rule 91 [181]

If two or moro proposals relate to the same quostion, the Genetal
Assembly shall, unless it decides othorwlise, vote on the proposals in tho
order In which they have been submitted, The Gonoral Assombly may,

43 §oe Introduction, pura. 7; see ulso annex V, paras, 74706,
48 8¢o Introductlon, para. 7,
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aftor ouch vote on u proposal, deoldo whothor to volo on the uoxt
proposal,

Llgetlons
Rulo 92'7108]

All oloctlons shall be held by scorot ballot, Theto shall bo no

nominations,
Rulo 93 [182)

When only one person or Membor Is to bo oleeted and no oandl»
dato obtalns g the flest ballot the mujm‘lt{ required, o second ballot
shall bo takon, which shall bo vostiloted to tho two candidntes oblalning
the lnrgost number of votes, 1f In the second ballot the votes w0
oquatly divided, and o majorlty Is voquired, the Prosidont shall docldo
botwoon the eandidates by drawing lots, ftn twouthluds mnjoilty fs
roquired, tho balloting shall bo continved until one eandidute” sooures
o thirds of tho votes onsty provided «at, aftor the third incenclusivo
ballot, votes may bo oast for ony oligible porson or Momber, I threo
such unrestrloted baltots aro Inconaluslve, the noxt thieo ballots shall
bo rosteloted to thoe two candidatos who obtalned tho groatost numbor
of votos In tho third of tho unrostrloted ballots, and the followlng threo
ballots thoreaftor shall bo unvostrloted, nnd so on untll a powson ox
Mombor Js oleeted, These provislons shall not prejudico the applleation
of rules 143, 144, 146 and 148,

Rulo 94

Whon two or moro eloative plages aro to bo fllled at one thne
undor the same conditlons, those candidatos obtalning In tho flrst bnllot
the majorlly roquirod shall bo olooted, If tho number of candidutos
obtnlnln{x such mnjority §s loss than tho number of porsons or Mombors
to bo olootod, thoro shall bo addltlonal ballots to fill the remalniny
placos, the votlng boing restioted to tho enndidates obtnining tho groats
ost number of votos in tho provious ballot, to a number not woro than
twico tho placos ramalning to be filled; provided that, aftor the third
Inoonelusive ballot, votes may be cast for any oll[ilhlc pesson or Mo~
bor, It throe such unroestrltod ballots ave Inconcluslve, the next thioo
ballots shall bo restrleted to the candldatos who obtained the groatest
number of votos In the third of tho unrostrloted ballots, to a number not
more than twloo tho places romaining to be filled, nnd the following
throe ballots thorenfter shall bo unrestricted, and so on untll all the
places have boen filled, Theso grovlslonn shall not projudico the appli»
catlon of rulos 143, 144, 146 and 148,

Equally divided votes
Rule 95 [1383)
If a voto s oqually divided on matters other than elections, a
second voto shall o tnken ot o subsequont moeting which shall be
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held within forty-cight hours of the flrst vote, and it shall be expressly
mentioned lu the agonda that a second vote will be taken on the matter
in question, If this vote also results in equality, the proposal shall be
rogarded as rejocted.

X1l COMMITTEES
ESTABLISHMENT, OFFICERS, ORGANIZATION OF WORK

Establishment of commiitags
Rule 96

The General Assembly may cstablish such committees as it deeims
necessary for the performance of lis functions,

Categories of subjects
Rule 974

Ttems relating to the same catogory of subjects shall be referved
1o the committco or commilttees douling with that category of subjects.
Commlttoes shall not introduce new ltems on thelr own initlative,

Main Commitiees
Rule 9818

T'he Maln Committees of the General Assombly arc the following:

(@) Political and Scourity Committce (including the regulation
of armaments) (Ylrst Committec); .

(b) Speclal Political Commitico;

(¢) Economic and Financlal Committee (Sccond Committee);

| (;I) Soclal, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (Third Com.

wittce);

() Trustceship Commiittee (including Non-Self-Governing Terri-
torles) (Fourth Committeo) ;

(/) Administrative and Budgotary Committeo (Fifth Committee);

(g) Legal Committeo (Sixth Committee),

Organization of work
Itule 991¢

(a) All the Main Committees shall, during the first week of the
session, hold the clections provided for in rule 103,

(b) Rach Main Committee, taking into account the closing date
for the session flxed by the Gencral Assembly on the recommendation
of the General (ommittee, shall adopt its own priorities and meet as
may be necossary to complete the consideration of the items referred

44 800 nnnex I, paras, 22 and 23, annoex I, paras, 1, 19 and 20, and annex
V, paras, 2528,

46 Soo Introduction, paras. 17 and 30; see also annex V, paras. 29-38.

40 See Introduction, paras. 7, 15 and 30.
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to it. It shall at the Leginning of the session adopt a programme of
work Indicating, if possible, a target date for the conclusion of its
work, the approximate dates of consideration of items and the numbet
of meetings to be allocated to each jtem.

Representation of Members
Rule 100

Each Member may be represented by one person on each Main
Committee and on any other committee that may be established upon
which all Members have the right to be represented. It may also
assign to these commitiees advisers, technical advisers, experts or
persons of similar status,

Rule 101

Upon designation by the chairman of the delegation, advisers,
technical advisers, experts or persons of similar status may act as
members of committees, Persons of this status shall not, i’xowcver,
unless desighated as alternate representatives, be eligible for election
as Chairmen, Vice<Chairmen or Rapporteurs of committees or for
scats in the General Assembly.

Subcommitiess
Rule 1027

Each committce may set up subcommittees, which shall elect
thelr own officers.

Election of officers
Rule 103+ [92]

Each Main Committee shall elect a Chairman, two Vice-Chalrmen
and a Rapporteur, In the case of other committecs, each shall elect a
Chairman, one or more Vice-Chairmen and a Rapporteur, These officers
shall be eclected on the basis of equitable geographical distribution,
experience and personal competence. The elections shall be held by
secret bellot unless the committee decides otherwlse in an election
where only one candidate is standing, The nomination of each candi-
date shall be limited to one speaker, after which the committee shall
immediately proceed to the election.

The Chalrman of a Main Committee shall not vote
Rule 104 [37]

The Chairman of a Main Committec shall not vote, but another
member of his delegation muy vote in his place.

v 4’T§-%—e67mnex I, para. 14, annex II, para, 29, annex 1V, para. (e), and annex
, para. B
P 48 Seo Iniroduction, para, 30 sce also annex V, parss. 40 and 54-57.
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Absence of officers
Rule 105 [32.34]

If the Chairman finds it necessary to be absent during a mesting
or any part thercof, he shall designate one of the Vice-Cliairmen to
take his place. A Vice-Chairman acting as Chairman shall have the
same powers and dutles as the Chalrman, If any officer oc the commit-
tec is unable to perform his functions, a new officer shall be elected
for the unexpired term,

Functions of the Chairman
Rule 106°° [35] .

The Chairman shall declare the opening and closing of each
meeting of the committee, direct its discussions, ensure observance
of these rules, accord the right to speak, put questions and announce
decisions. He shall rule on points of order and, subject to these rules,
shall have complete control of the proceedings at any meeting and
over the maintenance of order thereat. The Chairman may, in the
course of the discussion of an item, propose to the committee the limi-
tation of the time to be allowed to speakers, the limitation of the
number of times each representative may speak, the closure of the list
of speakers or the closure of the debate. He may also propose the
suspension or the adjournment of the meeting or the adjournment of
the debate on the item under discussion.

Rule 107%° [36]

Tue Chairman, in the exercise of his functions, vemains under
the authority of the commitiee,

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

Quorum
Rule 1085 [67]

The Chairman may declare a meeting open and permit the debate
to proceed when at least one quarter of the members of the committee
are present, The presence of a majority of the members shall be requirec
for any declslon to be taken.

Speeches
Rule 109°2 [68]

No representative may address the committee withcut having
previously obtained the permission of the Chairman, The Chairman

49 See introduction, para, 30,

50 See introduction, para. 7; sce also annex I, para. 39, annex 1V, para. (g),
and annex V, para, 39.

01 Spe introduction, paras, 7 and 30,

6% vae annex 1V, para, (g), (i), and annex V, paras. 69-71,
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shall call upon speakers in the order in which they signify thelr desire
to speak. The Chairman may call a speaker to ovder i his remarks
are not relevant to the subject under discussion,

Congratulations ot
Rule 11088

Congratulations to the officers of a Main Committee shall not be
expressed except by the Chairman of the previous session-—or, in his
absence, by a member of his delegation—after all the officers of tho
Committee have b: a clected, .

Precedence
Rule 111 [69]

The Chairman and the Rapporteur of a committee or subcom-
mittee muv be accorded precedence for the purpose of explaining the
conclusions atrived at by their committee or subcommittee,

Statements by the Secretariat
Rule 112 [70]

The Sccretary-General, or a member of the Secretariat designated
by him as his representative, may at any time make either oral or
written statements to any committee or subcommittee concerning auny
question under consideration by it.

Points of order ‘
Rule 113% [71]

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may rise
to a point of order, and the point of order shall be immediately
decided by the Chairman in accordance with the rules of procedure.
A representative may appeal against the ruling of the Chairman,
The apgeal shall be immediately gut to the vote, and the Chalrman’s
ruling shall stand unless overruled by a majority of the members present
and voting, A representative rising to a point of order may not speak
on the substance of the matter under discussion.

Time-limit on speeches
Rule 114% [72]

The committee may limit the time to be allowed to each speaker
and the number of times each representative may speak on any question.
Before a decislon is taken, two representatives may speak in favour of,
and two against, & proposal to set such limite, en the debate is

88 Seo introduction, para. 30.
5 Sce introduction, para. 7; see also annex V, para. 79.
86 Sec introduction, paras. 7 and 30.
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linited and a roprosentative oxceods his allotted time, the Chalrman
shall call him to order without delay,

Closing of list of speakers, vight of reply
Rule 116" [78]

During the course of o debate, the Chalrman may announco the
list of speakers and, with the consent of the committoo, declaro the list
closod, Ho may, however, accord tho right of reply to any mewmber
hf I} S)?cch dolivorad after ho has doclared the llst closed makos this

eslrable,

Adjournment of debate
Rulo 11677 [74)

Duting the discussion of any wmatter, a roprosentaiive may move
the adjournment of the dobate on tho itom under disoussion. In addition
to tho proposer of the motion, two roprosentatives may speak In favour
of, and two against, the motion, after which tho motion shall bo
immediatoly put to the vote, The Chaiman may lmit the tinie to boe
uallowed to speakers undor this rule,

Closure of debate
Rule 1177 [75]

A ropresentative may at uny time move the closure of the debate
on the item under discussion, whether or not any other representative
has signified his wish to spoak. Permission to speak on the closure of
the debate shail be accorded anly to two speakers opposing the closure,
after which the motion shall be immediately put to the vote, If the
committee is In favour of the closure, the Chairman shall declaro the
closure of the debate, The Chalrman may limit the time to be allowed
to speakers under this rule.

Suspension or adjournment of the meeting
Rule 1187 [76)

During the discussion of any matter, & tepresentative may move
the suspension or the adjournment of the meeting, Such motions shall
not be debated but shall be immediately put to the vote, The Chair-
man may limit the time to be allowed to the speaker moving the
suspension or adjournment of the meeting.

a8 See anncx V, paras. 69, 77 and 78.
57 See introductlon, para. 7.
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Ordor of procedural motlons
Rule 119 [77]

Subjeot to rule 113, the mations indicated below shall have prece-
denco in the following ordor over all other proposals or motiens before
tho wicetlng:

(a) "l'o suspond the meoting;

(b) To adjourn tho meeting;

(¢) Mo adjourn tho debate on the item under discussion;

(d) Vo close the debate on the item under discussion.

Proposals and amendmenis
LRule 120 (78]

Proposals and amendments shall normally be submitted in writing
to the Scerctary-General, who shall circulate copios to the delegations.
As a gencral fulo, no proposal shall be discussed or put to the votc
at any meoting of the committce unless copies of it have been circulated
to all delogations not later than the day preceding the mecting. The
Chafrman may, however, permit the discussion and consideration of
amendments, or of motions as to procedure, even though such amend-

ments and motions have not been circulated or have only been circulated
the same day.

Decisions on competence
Rule 121% [79]

Subject to rule 119, any motion calling for a decision on the com-
petence of the General Assembly or the committee to adopt a proposal
submitted to it shall be put to the vote before a vote is taken on the
proposal in questlon.

Withdrawal of motions
Rule 122 [80]

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before
voting on it has commenced, provided that the motion has not been
amended, A motion thus withdrawn may be reintroduced by any
member.

Reconstderation of proposals
Rule 123 [81)]

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it may not be recon-
sidered at tho same session unless the committee, by a two-thirds major-
ity of the members present and voting, so decides. Permission to speak

88 §ee annex V, paras. 87 and 8.
50 See annex V, para. 9.
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on & motion to reconsidor shall be accorded only to two speakers oppos-
ing the motion, after which it shall be immediatcly put to the vote.

VOTING

Voting rights
Rule 124 [82]

Each member of the conunitteo shall have one vote.

Majority required
Rule 125 [85]

Decistons of committees shall be made by a majority of the mem-
bers present and voting,

Meaning of the phrase “members present and voting”
Rule 126 [86]

For the purposes of theso rules, the phrase “members present and
voting” means members casting an affirmative or negative vote. Meni-
bers which abstain from voting are conslidered as not voting,

Method of voting
Rule 1279 [87]

(4) The committee shall normaily vote by show of hands or E{
standing, but any representative may request a roli-call, The roll-call
shall be taken in the English alphabetical order of the names of the mem-
bers, beginning with the member whose name is drawn by lot by the
Chairman, The name of each member shall be called in any roll-call,
and its representative shall reply *“yes”, “no” or “abstention”. The result
of the voting shall be inserted in the record in the English alphabetical
order of the names of il.e members,

(b) When the committee votes by mechanical means, a non-
recorded vote shall replace a vote b{ show of hands or by standing and
a recorded vote shall replace a roll-call vote. Any representative may
request a recorded vote. In the case of a recorded vote, the committee
shall, unless a representative requests otherwise, dispense with the
procedure of calling out the names of the members; nevertheless, the
result of the voting shall be inserted in the record in the same manner
as that of a roll-call vote,

Conduct during voting
Rule 128" [88]

After the Chairman has announced the beginning of voting, no
representative shall interrupt the voting except on a point of order in

90 Seq introduction, para. 24; see also annex V, para. 84.
01 See Introduction, para. 7; sce also annex V, paras, 74.76.
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connexlon with the actual conduct of the voting. The Chairman may
permit members to 2xplain their votes, cither before or after the voting,
oxcopt when the vote is taken by secret ballot, The Chairman may lmit
the time to be allowed for such explanations, The Chairman shall not
permit the proposer of a proposal or of an amendment to explain his
vote on his own proposal or amendr  at.

Division of proposals and amendments
Rule 129% [89]

A reprosontative may move that parts of a proposal or of an
amendment should be voted on separately, If objection is made to the
request for division, the motion for division shall be voted upon, Permis-
sion to speak on the motlon for division shall be given only to two
speakers in favour and two speakers against, If the motion for division
is carried, those patts of the proposal or of the amendment which are
approved shall then be put to «he vote as a whole. If all operative parts
of the proposal or of the amendment have been rejected, the proposal
or the amendment shail be considered to have been rejected as a whole.

Voting on amendments
Rule 130 [90]

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall
be voted on first, When two or more amendments are moved to a pro-
sal, the commitice shall first vote on the amendment furthest removed
in substance from the original proposal and then on the amendment next
furthest removed therefrom, and so on until all the amendments have
been put to the vote. Where, however, the adoption of one amendment
necessarily implies the rejection of another amendment, the latter amend-
ment shall not be put to the vote. If one or more amendments are
adopted, the amended proposal shall then be voted upon., A motion is
considered an amendment to a proposal if it merely adds to, deletes from
or revises part of the proposal,

Voting on proposals
: Rule 131 [91]

If two or more proposals relate to the same question, the commit-
tee shall, unless it decides otherwise, vote on the proposals in the order
in which they have been submitted. The committee may, after each vote
on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal.

Elections
Rule 132 [93]

When only one person or Member is to be elected and no candidate
obtalns in the first ballot the majority required, a second ballot shall be

83 See Introduction, para, 7.
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taken, which shall be restricted to the two candidates obtaining the
largest number of votos, If in the sccond ballot the votes are equally
divided, and a mt:}orlt?' is required, the Chairman shall decide between
the candidates by drawing lots.

Fqually divided votes
Rule 133 [95]

If a voto is cqually divided on matters othar than elections, the
proposal shall be regarded as rejected.

X1V, ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

Applications
Rule 134%

Any State which desires to become s Member of the United
Natlons shall submit an application to the Sceretary-General, Such
application shall contain a declaration, made in a forn 4 instrument,
t(}:ll?t the State in question accepts the obligations co- ned In the

hartor,

Notification of applications
Rule 135%

The Secretary-General shall, for information, send a copy of the
application to the General Assembly, or to the Members of the United
Nations if the Assembly is not in scssion.

Consideration of applications and decision thereon
Rule 136

if the Security Council recommends the applicant State for mem-
bership, the General Assembl?' shall consider whether the applicant is
a peace-loving State and is able and willing to carry out the obligations
contained in the Charter and shall decide, by a two-thirds majority of
the members present and voting, upon its application for membership.

Rule 137%

If the Security Council does not recommend the applicant State
for membership or postpones the consideration of the application, the
General Assembly may, after full consideration of the special report of
the Security Council, send the application back to the Council, together
with a full record of the discussion in the Assembly, for further con-
sideration and recommendation or repott.

08 See iniroduction, para. 4.
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Notification of decision and effective date of membership
Rule 138

The Secretary-General shall informy the applicant State of the deci-
sion of the General Assembly. If the application is approved, member-
ship shall become effective on the date on which the General Assembly
takes its decision on the application.

XV. ELECTIONS TO PRINCIPAL ORGANS

GENERAL PROVISIONS

T'erms of office
Rule 139
Except as provided in rule 147, the ierm of office of members of
Councils shall begin on 1 January following their election by the General

Assembly and shall end on 31 December following the election of their
SUCCESSOIS,

By-elections
Rule 140

Should a member cease to belong to a Council before its term of
office expires, a by-election shall be held separately at the next session
of the General Assembly to clect a member for the unexpired term.

SECRETARY-GENERAL

Appointment of the Secretary-General
Rule 141

When the Security Council has submitted its recommendation on
the appointment of the Secretary-General, the General Assembly shall
consider the recommendation and vote upon it by secret ballot in private
meeting.

SECURITY COUNCIL

Annual elections
Rule 14204

The General Assembly shall each year, in the course of its regular

64 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Art. 23, para, 2, as
amenc;%d under General Assembly resolution 1991 A (XVIII)). See introduction,
para. 23,

3



session, elect flve non-permanent members of the Security Couuacit for
a term of two years,®

Qualifications for membership
Rule 143%

n the election of non-permanent members of the Security Council,
due regard shall, in accordance with Article 23, paragraph 1, of the
Charter, be speclally paid, in the first instance, to the contribution of
Members of the United Nations to the maintenance of international
peace and security and to the other purposes of the Organization, and
also to cquitable geographical distribution.®

Re-elegibility
Rule 1449

A vetiring member of the Sccurit'y Council shall not be
eligible for immediate re-clection.

EcoNoMIc AND SocIAL COUNCIL

Annual elections
Rule 14.5%
The General Assembly shall each year, in the course of its regular

session, elect eighteen members of the Economic and Social Counell for
a torm of three years,® ‘

66 Under paragraph 3 of resolution 1991 A (XVIil) of 17 December 1963,
the Qeneral Assembly decided that “the ten non-permanent members of the
Security Councii shall be elected according to the following pattern:

“(ag Five from African and Asian States;
One from Eastern Buropean States;
“ c; Two from Latin American States;
“(d) "Two from Western European and other States”,
66 Rule based divectly on a provision of the Charter (Art. 23, para. 1).

67 Rule reproducing textually a provision of the Chaster (Act, 23, para. 2,
1ast sentence).

68 Rule based directly on a provislon of the Charter ()Art 61, para, 2, a8
amended under General Assembly resolution 2847 (XXVI)), See introduction,
paras. 23 and 32.

60 Under paragraph 4 of resolution 2847 (XXVI) of 20 December 1971,
the General Assembly decided that “the members of the Bconomic and Social
Council shall be elocted according to the following pattern:

"Ea; Fourteen members from African States;

“(b) Bleven members from Asian States;

“(¢) Ten members from Latin American States;
“(d) Thirteen members from Western Buropean and other States;
“(e) Six members from soclalist States of Bastern Europe”.
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Re-gligibility
Rule 146"

A vetiving member of the Economic and Social Council shall
be eligible for immediate re-clection.

TRuUSTEBSHIP COUNCIL

Occaslons for elections
Rule 147

Whon a Trusteeship Agreement has been approved and a Momber
of the United Natlons has become an Administoring Authorlty of a
Trust Territory in accordance with Astlole 83 or Astlole 85 of the
Charter, the General Assembly shall hold such clection or elections to
the Trusteeship Councll as may be necessary, in accordance with
Article 86, A Momber or Members clocted at any such election at 2
regular sesslon shall take office immediately upon thelr clection and
shall complete their terms in accordance with the provislons of rule 139
als i& they had begun their terms of office on 1 January following their
election,

Terms of office and re-eligibility

Rule 1487

- A non-administering member of the Trusteeshif) Counoll shall be
elecltedﬁfor a term of three years and shall be eligible for immediate
re-clection,

Vacancies
Rule 149
At each session the General Assembly shall, in accordance with
Article 86 of the Charter, clect members to fill any vacancies.

INTERNATIONAL COURT Or JUSTICE

Method of election
Rule 150

The election of the members of the International Court of Justice
shall take place in accordance with the Statute of the Court.

Rule 151

Any meeting of the General Assembly held in pursuance of the
Statute of the International Court of Justice for the purpose of electing

70 Rule reproducing textusily a provision of the Charter (Art. 61, para. 2,
last sentence).
71 Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Art. 86, para. 1 ¢).
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members of the Court shall continue until as many candidates as are
required for all the seats to be fllled have obtained in one or more
ballots an absolute majority of votes.

XVI. ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS

GENERAL PROVISIONS
Regulations for financial administration
Rule 152

The General Assembly shall establish regulations for the financlal
administration of the United Natlons,™

Financial implications of resolutions
Rule 15378

No resolution involving expenditure shall be recommended by a
committee for approval by the General Assembly unless it Is accom-
panied by an estimate of expenditures prepared by the Secretary-
General. No resolution in respect of which expenditures are anticipated
by the Secretary-General shall be voted by the General Assembly until
the Administrative and Budgetary Committee (Fifth Committee) has
had an opportunity of stating the effect of the proposal upon the
budget estimates of the United Nations,

Rule 1547¢

The Secretary~-General shall keep all committees informed of the
detailed estimated cost of all resolutions which have been recommended
by the committees for approval by the General Assembly.

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY
QUESTIONS

Rule 1557

The General Assembly shall apFoint an Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions (hereinafter called the “Ad-
visory Committee”) consisting of thirteen members, including at least
three financial experts of recognized standing,

Appointment

Composition
Rule 156

The members of the Advisory Committee, no two of whom shall be
nationals of the same State, shall be selected on the basis of broad

72 For the Financial Regulations of the United Nations, see ST/SGB/Finan-
clal Rules/1/Rev.l and Rev.1/Amend.1-3.

78 See annex V, paras. 97 and 98.

74 See introduction, paras. 19 and 31.

6 See introduction, para. 19.
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goographizal roprosentation, personal qualifications and oxporience and
shall serve for u period of three yeurs cotrosponding to three financial
years, as dofined in the Financial Regulations of thr United Nations,”™
Mombers shall retive by rotation and s'all be eliglble for reappoint-
ment. The three finaneinl experts shall not retire slmultancously, The
Goneral Assembly shall appolnt the mombers of the Advisory Cone
mittee at tho regular sesslon immediately preceding the explration of

the ltorm of office of the members or, in case of vacancics, at the next
sosslon.

Functions
Rule 157

The Advisory Committee shall be responsible for export oxamina~
tlon of the budget of the United Natlons and shell asslst the Adminls-
trative and Budpetary Committee (Xifth Committee)., At the bogin-
r..lu‘ix of onch regular sossion, it shall subwmit to tho Genoral Assembly
a dotalled report on the budget for the next {inanclal yoar and on
the accounts of the last financlal year. It shall nlso examine on behalf
of the Gonoral Assembly the adminlstrative budgots of speclalized
agoneles and proposals for financlal and budgetory arrangomonts with
such agonclos, It shall })orform such other dutics as may be assigned
to It undor the Flnanclal Regulations of the United Natlons."

CoMMITTEER ON CONTRIBUTIONS

Rule 158

The Qoneral Assombly shall appoint an expert Committee on
Contributlons consisting of thirteen members,

Appointment

Composition
Rule 159

The members of the Committee on Contributions, no two of whon
shall bo nationals of the same State, shall be sclected on the basls ot
broad goo rml)hlcul representation, porsonal quulifications and experis
once and shall sorve for a porlod of three years corresponding to three
financlal R/Qm's, a8 dofined 1o the Yinanclal Regulatlons of the United
Natlons,”® Mombers shall vetive by rotation and shall be eligible for
reappointmont, The General Assombly shall appolnt the members of
the Committee on Contributions at the regular session immedlatoly
preceding tho explration of the torm of office of the members or, In
case of vacancles, at the next scsslon.

Functions
Rule 160

The Committes on Contributions shall advi.e the General Assem-
bly concetning the apportionmont, under Article 17, paragraph 2, of

T08uo introduotlon, paras. 27 and 33,
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the Charter, of the oxpenses of the Organization among Members,
broadly according to capacity to pay. The scale of ausessmonts, when
once fixed by the General Assembly, shall not be subject to a general
revislon for at least three years uniess it is clear that there have been
substantial changes in relative capucity to pay, The Committee shall
also advise the General Assembly on the assessments to be fixed for
new Mombers, on appeals by Membors for a change of assessments
and on the action to be takon with regard to the application of Article
19 of tho Charter.

XVII. SUBSIDIARY ORGANS OF THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY
Establishment and rules of procedure
Rule 161

The Goneral Assembly may ostablish such subsidiary organs
as it deems negessavy for the perfermance of its functions, 7 The
rules relating to the procedure of committees of tho Goneral Assembly,
as well as rules 45 and 60, shall apply to the procedure of any sulb-
slt(llxim'ylsorgnn unless the Assowbly or the subsidlary organ decldes
otherwise,

XVIIL INTERPRETATION AND AMENDMENTS

ltalicized headings
Rule 102
The itallclzed hoadings of these rules, which were inscrted for

roferonce purposes only, shall be disregarded in thoe interpretation of
the rules,

Method of amendment
Rule 16378

Those rules of procedure may be amoended by a declslon of the
Gonoral Assembly, taken by a majority of the members present and
voting, aftor a committee has roported on the proposed amendment.

1 Sontonco roproducing toxtually a provision of the Chartor (Art. 22).
78 800 annex 1I, para. 1 (¢).
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ANNEX s

Rocommendutions and suggestiona of the Spoelal Committee on Mothods
und Procedures of the Goneral Assanbly approved by the Assomblyb

CONSIDERATION DY THE GENBRAL ASSEMDLY OF INTURNATIONAL CONVENTIONS
NEGOTIATAD DY CONFRRENCES OF OQVERNMENT REPRESBNTATIVBS OF Ald
MuMugk STATES

13, The Spocial Committee found that in tho past somo of the Main Com-
mittees of the Goneral Assembly had dovoted a particularly large number of
moetings to the detalled consideration, artlcle Ly article, of texts of International
conventlons, This was oven tho case where the text of a convention had been
drawn up by an {ntornational conforence on wiich all Momboer States had been
ropresonted, It was polnted out In this connoxion that experlence had shows that
o Maln Comumitieo, by the very fac. of its slza, was not particularly fitted to draft
convent{ons, and that whon it was ontrusted with the detailed study of conventions,
it eften did not have time to deal satisfactorlly with the other questions for which
{t was vesponsible.

Tho Speclal Commitico recognizos tho importance of the sponsorship of con-
vontions by the Goneral Assombly. It bolioves that the authority of the General
Assombly and the powerful influenco its doebates have on public opinion should,
in many cases, be used for tho bonoflt of International co-oporation. It thorefore
favours the retentlon by the General Assombly of the necessary freedom of action.

The Special Committee therefore conflnes {tsolf to recommending that when
convontions have been negotinted Ly intornatlonal conferences in which all the
Mombors of the United Natlons have been nvited to take part, and on which they
have boen roprosonted, not only by experts acting in a personal capacity but by
reprosontatives of Governments, and when these conventions are subsequontly subs
mitted to tho Genoral Assombly for conslderation, the Assembly should not under-
take a furthor dotailed examination, but should limit itsolf to discussing thom in a
brond mannor and to glving its goneral views on tho Instruments submitted to it.
Aftor such a dobate, the Genoral Assombly could, if desirable, adopt the conolu.

# By resolution 362 (1V) of 22 October 1949, the Goneral Assombly approved
varjous rocommendations and suggestions of the Speclal Committeo on Methods
and Proz‘ures of the Goneral Assembly which had been established under
rosolution 271 (I1X) of 29 April 1949, The General Assembly considered these
recommondations and suggestions “worthy of consideration by the Genoral Assem-
bly and its committeos” and requested tho Socrotary-Genoral “to propare a docus
ment ombodying the above-montioned rocommendations and suggestions in
convenlont form for use by the Genoral Committeo and the delegations of
Mombor States {n the Genoral Assombly”, In pursuance of this request, the
recommendations and suggostions of the Speclal Committes, as set forth in
annex II to rosolution 362 (IV), have beon roproduced in the prosent annex.

bThe paragraph numbets refer to paragraphs of the report of the Speolal
Committee, The full toxt of the roport may be found in the Officlal Records of the
General Assembly, Fourth Session, Suppiement No, 12 (A/937). Subtitles and
{oot-notes have been inserted by the Secretariat for convenlence of reference.
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sions reached by the conferences and recommond to Mombers the acceptance or
vatificntion of such conventions.

"This procedure might be applicd in particular 1o conventions submitted to the
Genernl Assembly as o result of conferences of all Momber States convensd by
the Economic and Social Council under Article 62, paragraph 4, of the Charter.

CONSIDERATION WY THE GUNBRAL ASSUMBLY O INVBRNATIONAL CONVENTIONS
PREPARBD HY BXPHRTS OR DY CONFERENCES IN WHICH NOT ALl Mombunr
STATBS TARE PART—DRARTING OF LBOAL TRXTS

14, Furthormoro, when it Is proposed that the General Assembly should con-
slder conventlons propared by groups of exports not aciing as governmental repre-
sontatives, or by conforences in which not all Membors of the United Nations
hve been invited to tako part, it would Lo advisable for the Genoral Committoo
and the Gonersl Assembly to determine whether one of the Maln Commitiees,
ospocinlly the Legal Committes, would have onough time during tho session to
or widno these conventions {n detall, or whether it would be possible 10 sot up an
ad hoe committoe to undortake this study during the session,

If this is not possible, the Specinl Committee recommends that the Goneral
Assembly should docide, after or without a gonoral dobate on the fundamontnl
principlos of the proposed convention, that an ad hoe committeo should bo ostabs
lished (o meet between sossions, Alternatively, the General Assomibly might decide
to couveno n conferouce of plenipotontiaries, batween two of lts own sesslons, to
study, nogotinte, draft, and possibly sign, the counventlon. The conforonce of
plonipotontiaries might bo empowored by the Goneral Assembly to transmit the
instrumonts directly to Governmonts for acceptanco or ratification, In this case
too, the Gonoral Assemibly might, at a subsoquent scssion, oxpross its gonoral
oplulon on tho convention resulting from tho conforonce, aud might recommend
1o Mombors Its accoptance or ratification,

With rogard to tho drafting of logal toxts, the Spocial Commitico strongly

rocuimmonds that small drafting conmumitteos should bo resorted to whonover
possiblo.

MuuTINgS OF THE GUNERAL COMMITTRE AND OF THR MAIN COMMITTELS

20, In order that more froquent mectings of the Genoral Committeo should
uot delay the work of plenary and committee mootings, the Special Committeo
wishes to mention that it would be desirable for the Goneral Commiitce to be
cnabled to meet, whonover necossary, at the snme time as tho plenary or the Main
Committees, (In sugh cases, one of tho VicesPresidents could take tho chalr at
plenary mweotings and the Vico-Chalrman could replaco the Chalrman at Main
Commiltes mootings.)

The Speclal Committee also considers that, In order to save timo at tho bogln-
ning of the sossion, some of tho Main Committeos should not wait until the end
of tho general debate beforo starting thelr work.

ALLOCATION OI' AGBNDA ITBMS 10 THE MAIN CoMMITTRES

22, In the past, some of the Main Committees have beon allocated more
items requiring prolonged considoration than havo others. This hus espocially beon
the caso for tho Flrst Committee. The Specinl Committec noted, however, that,
durlng the third session of the Gonoral Assembly, oxcoption had been mado to
the principle lald down In rulo 89, that “items relating to the same oategory

e Rule 97 of the prosent rulos of procedure.
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of subjocts shail be roferred to the commities or committces dealing with that
catogory of subjects".

‘The Special Committee feels that the allocation of items to committees might
be offected in o loss rigid manner and that questions which may be considered as
falling within the competence of two or move committoos should proferably be
roforrod ¢ the commilteo with the lightest agonda.

CONSIDERATION OF AGENDA ITEMS IN PLENARY MRITINGS WITHOUT PRIOR
RRVBRENCE TO A MAIN COMMITTLR

23, Another menns of lightening the tusk of any given Maln Committeo
would bo to considor directly In plonary meeting, without preliminary referonce to
cemimitles, certaln questions which {all within the terms of reference of the Maln
Commilteo, This procedure would, morcover, have the grent ndvantage of reduc-
irg to a nolable oxtont ropetition of debate.

it Is felt that the amount of time saved by this method would bo couslderabls,
ospeciolly if the Main Committee and plonary mootings could be held concusiently,

1f the Main Committee could not meot at the same time as the plenary meet.

ing, the fact that the Comumitice was not moeeting would enable anothor Main Com-
milteo to meot in its place,

Tho consideration of questions In plenary meotings would have the bonefit of
tho altendanco of leadors of delogations and of greater solomnity and publicity,
The slightly higher cost to tho Unlted Nations of plenary meetings, due in par-
ticular to the distribution of verbatim records of the meetings, would undoubtedly
Lo compensaled by tho shorter duration of tho session.

Tho General Committee would bo rosponsible for suggesting to tho Gonoral
Assomibly which Jtoms on the agonda might be doalt with In this manner, The
Speelal Committee recommonds that this method should be introduced on an ex-
porimontal basis at future scsslons.

The Specinl Committee s of the opinion that this procedure would be ospe-
clally appropriate for certain questions the cssential aspects of which ave already
famillar to Members, such as itoms which have Leon considered by the General
Assembly at provious sessions and which do not require eithor the prosonce of
veprosontatives of non-momber States or the hoaring of testimony.

‘I'g ROLB OF THR PRESIDENT OF TIE QBNBRAL ASSEMBLY, OF THB CHAIRMEN
Or COMMITTRES AND OF TIHB SECRETARIAT

39, At this point the Special Committee desires to stress once more tho im-
portance of the roie of the Irosident of the General Assembly and of the Chafre
men of committees, The satisfactory progress of the procoedings deponds ossen-
tially on thelr competence, authority, tact and impartiality, tholr respect for the
rights both of minorities as well as majoritics, and thelr famillarity with the rules
of procedure, The Genoral Assombly, or the commitice, as the case may bo, s the
master of the conduct of its own proceedings, It is, however, the special task of
the Chafrmen to guide the proceedings of these bodies in the best interests of all
the Mambers,

Tho Speclal Committeo considors that overything possible should be dono to
help Chaltinen in the discharge of these important functions. The President of the
Genoral Assembly and the Gonoral Committes should assist the Chalrmen of com-
mitteos with thoir advice. The Secretary-General should place his oxperience and
all his authority at thoir disposal,
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The SYociul Committeo is happy to note the Secratarlat's valuable practice of
holding dally meotings of ihe committee secrotaries, under the chairmonship of
the Bxecutive Assistant to the Socrotary-Gonoral, where the procedural questions
arising from day to day in the Qoneral Assombly and committees are thoroughly
oxamined, Furthermore, the Special Commitioo strossos the valuo of having, as
In tho past, o logal advisor from the Secretariat in attendanco at meetings to give
the Chairmen or tho committess such advico as thoy need for the conduct of thalr
buslucss and the interprotation of the rules of procedure,
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ANNEX 11#

Mothods and procodures of the Genoral Assoinbly for doaling with logal
and dvafting quostions?

Part 1
RECOMMENDATIONS OF Tl GONGRAL ASSIMBLY
The Goneral dssembly,

1. Recommiends:

() That, whenover any Committos contemplatos making & rocommendation
to the Qonoral Assombly to roquost an advisory opinlon from the International
Court of Tu. 'ee, the matter may, at some appropriato stage of its conslderation
by that Comnaltee, be roforred to the Sixth Committeo for ndvico on tho logal
aspeets and on the drafting of the roquest, or tho Commiitow concorned may pro-
pose that the mattor should Lo consldered by a jolnt Committee of itsclf and tho
Sixth Committgo;

(&) That, whenover any Comuittee contomplates making a rocomniondation
to tho General Assembly to rofor n matter to the International Law Conunission,
the Commitiece may, at someo appropriate stage of its cousidoratlon, consult tho
Sixth Commitico as to the advisabllity of such a roforence nnd on its drafting;

(¢) That, whenovor any Committee contomplatos making a recommendation
for tho udogtlon by tho Goneral Assembly of any amondmont to thoe rules of
procoduro of the Gonoral Assembly, the matter shall, at some approptiate stage
of ita considoration by that Committee, be reforred to the Sixth Committce for
advico on tho drafting of such amendment and of any counscquontial amendmont;

(d) That, when a Committco consldors the legal aspects of a question im-
portant, the Committee should refor it for logal advice to the Sixth Committeo
or proposo that the quostion should be ccasldered by a jolnt Committco of ltsolf
and the Sixth Comumitice,

& By resolution 684 (VII) of 6 November 1952, the General Assembly, having
oxamined the report of the Spocial Committco for the Consideration of the
Mothods and Procedures of the QGenoral Assembly for Deanling with Xogal and
Drafting Quostlons, established undor rosolution 597 (V1) of 20 Decomber 1951
adopted cortaln rocommondations on this subject and directed that the torms of
theso recommendntions “shall be embodied a8 an nnnex to the rulos of procedure
of the Gonoral Assombly”, The rosolution furthor provided that “the sald annex
shiall also set out, verbatlm, pamsmghs t9, 20, 29, 30, 35, 36, 37, 38 and 39 of
tho report of the Speclal Committoe! (Ogﬁclal Records of the Genoral Assembly,
Soventh Sesslon, Annexes, agonda ltem $3, document A62174). The toxt of the
aforomentioned rocommondotions of the Gonornl Assembly s necordingly repro-
ducod fn part 1, and that of the spocified paragraphs of the report of the Speoial
Comimnittoe in part 2, of the presont annox.

bThe purngmp'h numbors rofer to pnragrnghs of the report of the Special
Committes. Sublitles as well ns words in square brackets and foot-notes have heen
[nserted by the Sccretariat for convenlonce of reforence.
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Part 2

LXCBRITS FROM THE RBPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE FOR THE CONSIDERATION
aF Tus Mrrions aND Procuibunries o v GENBRAL ASSEMALY FOR DraLiNg
WITH LBOAL AND DRAFTING QUESTIONS

Allucation of agenda itoms to the Main Commiltieos

19, A= to tho flrst of those problems [namely, the allocation of agonda ilems
to the Main Committees by the Gonoral Assombly at (he outset of onch session),
tho Special Committeo recallod that rule 97 of the rules of procedure of tho
Gonoral Assombly provided that “Items relating to the same catogory of subjects
shall be roforved to tho commities or commiticos dealing with that category of
sublects . .\ Tt also noted that & 1ommondation of the Spoecial Committes on
Motheds and Progedures, approved by the Gonoral Assembly in resolutlon 362
(1V) of 22 Octobor 1949 and annexod to the rules of procedure, provided that
o questions which may be considored s folling within the compotenco of two
or moro committoes should proferably be roforred to the committee with the
lightest agenda®,

20, In viow of those provisions, the present Spocial Committee did not find
it necossary to make any formal recomzondation on the allocation of agonda
itoms at tho oponing of each sosston, 1t was confident that the Gonoeral Commiitteo,
in making recommondaticas to the Gonernl Assembly on the distribution of agenda
ftoms, would continuo 1o boar in mind the Sixth Committee's function, laid down
in rulo 99¢ of tho wulus of procedure, as tho Logal Committee.

Drafting of complex logal instruments

29, Nuring tho courso of the discussion [lon the question of tho drafting of
comp | instrumonts such as International agreemonts, statutes of tribunals,
ote.] pointed out that the Spociul Committee on Meiiwas and Proceduros,
in paragrapns 13 and 14 of ils report, approved by General Assombly resolution
362 (1V) of 22 October 1949 and avnexed to the rules of procedure,d made certain
recommendations concorning the drafting of conventions, and concluded: “With
regard to the drafting of legal toxts, tho Special Committee strongly recommends
that small drafting committees should Lo resorted to whenever possible”.

30, The Specinl Conuunittes was in complete agreement with those recom-
mendations and, in view of their provious approval by the General Assembly, did
noi find it necessary to adopt a new provision on the subject. However, the
Speclal Commttee considered it desirable toat that point should Le veaflirmed
in Uts roport, On that understanding, the United Kingdom withdrew its draft
proposal.®

« Rule 98 of the piesent rules of procedure,
43¢0 annex I
¢ This proposal (A/AC.60/L.18) 5)rovided:

“That, in principle, the drafting of all clauses, texts or instruments of
the followlng kinds should be either carried out, or, at some appropriate
stage, reviewed, by a body of experts legally qualified to do so:

“§a) Any regulation for adoption by the General Assembly;
“(b) Tho terins of reference, functions and powers of subsidiary organs
or tribunals hereafter set up by the General Assembly;

“(c) Any convention, d~claration, agreement or other similar inter-
nationa! instrument drawn up under the auspices of the General Assembly,
and the draftlnf; of wiich is to be effected by the Assembly itself, including
agreemonts or instruments to which the United Nations as an Organization
{s to be a party.”
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Drafiing of General Assembly resolutions

35. In addition to the above proposals,! the United Kingdom submitted
a draft (A/AC.66/L.22) which provided for periodic meelings of the rappor-
teurs of Committees with the competent officials of the Secretariat to establish,
in so far as practicable, common methods of drafting and to ensure that in
general the drafting of resolutions was satisfactory from the point of view of
style, form and the use of technical terms.

36. It was pointed out that there might be certain practical difficulties in
arranging for periodic meetings of rapporteurs. The Special Committee decided
to make no formal recommendation on the subject; nevertheless, the Committee
believes that it is desirable that informal consultation should take place from
time to time between the various rapporteurs and officials of the Secretariat for the
purpos: described in the United Kingdom proposal.

Reports of the Secretary-General under General Assembly resolution 362 (IV)

37. The United Kingdom submitted a draft proposal (A/AC.60/L.23)
suggesting that the Secretary-General should be requested to furnish to the
General Assembly an amnual report on the matters dealt with by the Special
Committee, indicating to what extent the Assembly or its Committees had
succeeded during the year in realizing the objectives aimed at and suggesting
any appropriate adjustments or improvements in the methods and procedures
involved.

38. During the discussion, the representative of the Secretary-General
recalled that the General Assembly, in paragraph 6 of resolution 362 (IV) of
22 October 1949, had requested the Secretary-General “io carry out appropriate
studies and to submit, at such times as he may consider appropriate, suitable
proposals for the improvement of the methods and procedures of the General
Assembly and its committees . . .”. It was pointed out that the Secretary-
General was much concerned with improving the procedures and methods of
the Assembly and that there was no need for a new resolution requesting reports
on that subject.

39. The Special Committee agreed that the points covered by the United
Kingdom draft could be included when advisable in reports of the Secretary-
General under resolution 362 (IV); such reports should be submitted at the
appropriate times, and at reasonably frequent intervals. Consequently, the
United Kingdom draft was withdrawn, and the Commititee made no formal
recommendation on the subject.

t Proposal by EIl Salvador (A/AC.60/L.20) which was withdrawn in favour
of a revised text (A/AC.60/L.20/Rev.1) incorporating amendmeants by the United
Kingdom (A/AC.60/L.21), Belgium and Egypt. This revised text, which was
worded as follows, was included in the recommendations of the Special Committee
to the General Assembly:

“(e) That, normally, the Chairman of a Committee shall, at the appro-
priate time, call upon the Vice-Chairman and the Rapporteur to join him for
the purpose of proceeding, in consultation with the competent officials'of the
Secretariat, to examine the draft resolutions from the point of view of style,
form and the use of technical terms, and, when appropriate, to suggest to the
Commitiee such changes as they deem necessary.”
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ANNEX 110

Procodure for the oxantuation of roports and potitlons roluting to the
Torvltory of South West Afvieat

SPUCIAL WULLS ADOPTED DY THE GENERAL ASSEMULY AT 118 NINTIL SUSSION
Procedure with regard to reports

Special rule A The Gonoral Assembly shall receive annually from tho
Committco on South Wost Africn tho roport on Sowth Wost Afrien submitted
to the Committes by the Unlon of South Afvlea (or n report on conditions
in tho Torritory of South West Africa prepared by the Commitico in accordance
with paragraph 12 (¢) of General Assembly resolution 749 A (VIII), togother
with the observations of the Commitico on the report us well as the commonts
of the duly authorized representative of the Union of South Africa, should that
Govornmont dogide to follow the Goneral Assombly's recommondation and
appoint such a reprosontative.

Spectal rule B: The Goneral Assembly shall, as a rule, be gulded by the
observations of the Committes on South West Africa and shall baso {ls conclu-
sions, as far as possible, on the Committoo's obsorvations.

Pracedurs with regard to petitions

Special rule C: The QGeneral Assembly shall recelve annually from the
Committee on South West Africa a report with regard to petitions submitted
to it. The summary records of the meotings at which the petitions were discussed
shall be attached.

Special rule D: Tho General Assembly shall, as a rule, be guided by the
conclusions of the Committee on South West Africa and shall base its own
couclusions, as far as possible, on the conclusions of the Committeo,

Private meetings

Special rule E: Having regard to rule 62¢ of the rules of procedure of the
General Assembly, meetings at which decisions concerning persons are considered
shall be held in private,

Volting procedure

Special rule F: Decislons of the General Assembly on questions relating
to reports and petitions concerning the Territory of South West Africa shall
be regarded as important questions within the meaning of Article 18, paragraph 2,
of the Charter of the United Nations.

8 By resolution 844 (1X) of 11 October 1954, the General Assembly, havin
considered the report of the Committee on South West Africa (Officlal Records o
the General Assembly, Ninth Session, Supplement No. 14 (A/2666 and Corr.1
and Add.1)), adopted six special rules for the examination by the Assembly of
reports and petitions relating to the Territory of South. West Africa. These special

s are reproduced in the gresent annex.

b By resolution 2372 ( ) of 12 june 1968, the General Assembly decided
that “South West Africa” would be known as “Namibia".

¢ Rule 60 of the present rules of procedure.
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ANNEX 1V

Rosolutlon 1898 (XVIID) adopted on the recommendation of the Ad Hoo
Committee on the Improvement of the Motheds of Work of the Goneral
Assombly?

The General Assembly,

Recalling with appreciation the initintive taken by the Presidont of the
sixteonth sossion of the Goneral Assembly in his memorandum of 26 April 1962
on the mothods of work of the Assembly,b

Recalling its docision of 30 October 1962 establishing the Ad Hoc Committeo
on the Improvement of tho Methods of Work of the General Assembly and its
rosolution 1845 (XVII) of 19 December 1962, by which it decided to countlnuo
the Comiittee,

Having considered the report submitted by tho 4d Hoc Committee in pur-
suance of the above-mentioned rosolution,®

Consclous of the need to adapt its methods of work to the changed clrcum.-
stances in the General Assembly, in particular those resulting from the recent
incroase in the number of Momber States,

Concerned however to avold reducing in any way the possibilities for action
available to the General Assembly under the Charter of the United Natlons and
the rules of procedure of the Assembly,

Convinced that it is in the interests of the Organlzation and of Momber
States that the work of the General Assembly should be carrled out as efficlently
and expeditiously as possible and that, save in quite exceptional cases, the dura-
tion of regular sessions should not exceed thirteen weeks,

Takes note of the observations comtained in the report of the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Improvement of the Methods of Work of the General
Assembly and approves the recommendations submitted by the Committee, in
particular those which provide that:

(a) The President of the General Assembly should make every effort to
ensure that the general debate proceeds in a methodical and regular manmor,
and should close the list of speakers, with the consent of the Assembly, as
soon as he considers it feasible;

(b) All the Main Committees, except the First Conwsittee, should begin
their work not later than two working days after they havs received the list
of agenda items referred to them by the General Assembly;

(¢) The First Committee should meet as soon as possible to organize its
work, determine the order of discussion of the items allocated to it and start
the systematic consideration of its agenda; at the beginning of the session, such

& Adopted by the General Assembly at its 1256th plenary meotlng, on 11
November 1963,

boimclal Records of the General Assembly, Seventeenth Session, Annexes,
agenda itsm 86, document A/5123.

e Ibld., Eighteenth Session, Annexes, agenda item 25, document A/5423,
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meetings might be held whon thoroe is an Intereuption i the gonoral dobate; Intar,
plonary maeotings might be held during one part of the day, tho other part belng
vosorved four the Dt Committee, thus enabling the Commitos to proceed with
Its vogutar work as soon 08 possiblo after the oponing of the sesslon}

(d) Raoh of the Maln Committoos should establlsh {is progranme of work
as 80w fa uosslble, Inoluding the approximate dates on whieh it will ¢onsider
the varjous wores reforred to it and the date on whigh {t proposes to conelwde
ity work, on *he understonding that this programme will be transmitted to the
Goneral Committee to onable it to muke sueh recommendations o8 it may deem
velovant, including, when the Ceneral Commitive considers it nppropeiate,
roc?mlno;\umllum 08 to the dales by which Maln Commintges should conelude
thelr work;

(¢) Booh of the Muln Commitees should consider the ostablishmont, In
the ¢lvoumstances vofovred to In paragraphs 29 o 32 of the toport of the Ad
Hoe Committoo of suhcommitioes or worklng groups of limited slzo but
vopresontative of Ity memborship, for the puepose of fneliltating its work;

(Y Tho Ganoral Committeo should fultll {ts funetions under rulee 40, 41
and 42 of the mues of procedure and, In partdoular, make approprlnte recoms
mondatlons for furtherlng the progross of tho Assombly and 1ts Commlttoes,
in sueh o way a8 to {uellltote tho ¢losing of tho gesslon by the date fixed;
to this ond, the Goneral Committee should meet at lonst onge overy throe
wooks}

¢ Thoso pavagraphs road ag follows

29, The inerdase In tho numboer of Mombers of the United Natlons has
crontad o shuntion in whieh it troquently happens thut more than 100 delogns
tions uro prosont and most of them partielpate In the dobutes fn the Maodn
Conmmlttoes, Alllmurh tho Prosonco of such o largo numbor of dolopations
lavolves no praetical diflloultios when statomoents ol the positions of Govorns
monts aro lmln(,l mudo, {t mukos [t moro diMoult to diseuss conerote polnts,
to have o rapld oxehange of viows on subjeets where fdens dilfor or to deaft
and modify toxts, The Committeo Is of the aninlon that In many eases tho
oxaminntion of agondn Homs by the committeer would bo groatly fueilitated
ity 08 soon va possible and espeelnlly whon the n.ain points of view have been
oxprossed, tho committoa doelded, on the tnltfutive of lts Chaleman or of one
or moro of lis mombors, to st up o subeommitoe or working group, In
conformity with rulo 104 [now 102) of the rules of procedure (98 Fnow 96
in the coso of tho plonary Assombly), This procedure might by partieularly
helplut whon thoro Iy gongral nrroumom on the question under diseussion but
disngreoment on polnts of dotall,

30, The Ad Hoe Committes would rocall in this connoxion that in tho
courso of tho first sessions of the Goenornl Assembly frequont use was made
of subcommitteos and working groups and that they were of [11'0:\! nsslatanco
to the Genoral Assembly In the propacation of texts which to this day govern
the structures of the Unlted Nations in the formulation of Important lntors
antlongd Instruments and (n the solutlon of difiienlt politleal problems (one
oxamplo Is the sub-committee whigh donlt with the futuroe status of tho formor
Ttallan ¢olonivs), As far bogk as 1947, tho voport of the Conmlittee on Pro-
veduros and Ocganizaation oxprossed itsolf on this subjeet ns follows:

v "The Main Commitieos should consldor carefully at an oarly stngo
Iy tholr vork how thele pro%rnmmos might bf oxpoi(l' od by tho ostab.
HUshmont of sub-committees, Tt s, of course, Impossiblo to ndopt fixed
vulos on this matter, 1f the dobato in full committoo showed that there
was goneral ngreemont on the quest n undor dlsoussion but disagreomen
on points of dotall, it would oloarly be desirablo to sot un a smal
draftin uonn‘nluo«f 10 propare a rosolutlon for submisslon 1o the Maln
Committes. Tochnlen! questlons on which thore 1s nio substantlnl disagree.
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(g) Prosiding offlcors showld make use of tho rosources provided by the
viles of progedure and exoreisy thele prerogatives undor rules 38 aud 108, in
ordor to aecelerate tho work of the Goneral Assgmbly; (o that effeet they should,
inter alia

(1) Open mootngs at the sehodulud tme;

(1) Urge ropresontatives o tako the floor in the order in which they ware
tnseribed on the st of speakers, It boing undorsiood that representatives
prevented from g0 doing will normally be placed at the end of the Ha.
unless thoy have areanged 1o ohungo pluces with othor roprosentatives;

() Apply the sules of procedure In sueh o wuy a8 o ensuro tho proper
oxorelse of the vight of woply, explunation of voles und polnts of order.

ment should be volorred to sub-eommitteos s qulokl( 8 %()sslblo. In

gome onses tho work of sub-committeos would be {nellitatod by working

Informnlly, and on ocenslon, in private,’ (A/388, pura, 21.)

31, ‘Tho subecommitleos or working groups eould, in most enses, consist
of raprosontatives of the delogations with the elosest {utarest {n the agenda
{tem, roprosontatives who are espeelally compotent to deal with tho problom
undor dlsoussion and others ohosen in such n way ns 1o ensuro that the subs
vomnliteo or worklng group will bo brondly reprosentaiive, geogiaphically
and politlgally,

“32, Thoso bodiea eould mwet elthor fn publie or fn private, aceording
to tho elrcumstanvos, and could oither follow formal procedures or diseuss
mattors fnformally, ‘Thelr function would by to mako {t possible for those
primarily fntorostod In an llem to oxehango views, thus mellllmlnu subsoquent
ngreomont and compromiso solntlons; they could pm\mro dinfl resolutions
or nt lonst formulnio alternntivo solutionsy thoy could appoint rapportours
to prosent thole conelusions and 1o gilvc tho nocessary oxplanntions to the
committee whieh ostablished thom, 'Tho committee itsell would bo ontively
froo to 1ake flnnl deolsions but, sinee all aspoets of tho problem would have
beon glven minuto examination, it would undoubledly find fis own work
rrouny fnoltitated both with ropard to substaneg nnd to the timo thus saved,
t woukl also ofton bo possible for the commilloe to consider othor {toms
on Mty agondn while the sub-committes or working group wus eurrylng out
its ussigniment,”

*Rule 106 of the prosent rules of procedutre.
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ANNKX Va

Concluslons of e Speoial Commintee en the Ravonslization of the
Meoveduros and Organdsatlon of the Gonoral Assombly

CONTUNTS

Paragraphs  Page
I, MANDATE OF THDB SPUCIAL COMMUPTBE vovvininieneninens 1=d 51

1. GONIRAL ORGANIZATION OF §USSIONS
A OPOIING R0 4 v e k} 51
D, Duratlon of 8os8lons v vviiiiiiiiiinns sy 4l 51
C. Rosldunry 80881008 1o vvviviir i 6 5t

L GuNirat, CoMMITIBY

A, Composlitlon of the Coneral Comnitwe +vvvvioviii, 7-10 S
1. Ineroaso tn membership «ovvvviviic e 7-8 sl

2. Absence of mombors of the Ueneral Commitiee
elogted In thelr personal capuclty vvvvvviiivnr 910 82

B. Functlons of the Gonornl Committeo v vvvriiinees bleld 52
. Importance of the role of the General Committee 11 52
2. Adoption of the agonda and allocation of ftems.. 12 52
3. Orguntzation of the work of the Gonoral Assombly  13=14 52
C. Wauys of faellitating the woik of the Genoral Colamittee 15~16 53

1. Proparaiory meotings «vvvvvv i 15 53
2, Subsidiory organs v.occiviiiiiiiniiee 10 53
1V. AGUNDA
A, Presontation and proliminary consldoration of the pro-
vislonal agondn v vvv vl 17-18 53
B, Reduction In tho number of agendu {lems «vvovyvvvene 1924 83
1, Non-lnelusion of cortaln ltems v vvvvvioonn, 19 53
2. Staggering of {toms over two or moroe years and
grouping of rolated HOMS .o vvvivi i 20-21 53

3, Roforral to other Organs +vvvivivviviniiiiie. 22=23 54

o By rosolutlon 2837 (XXVI) of 17 Docombor 1971, the Gonornd Assombly
approved the conclusions of the Spoclal Committee on tho Ratlonalizatlon of the
Procedures and Orgnnlzation of the Genernl Assembly ostablished under resolution
2632 (XXV) of 9 Novembor 1970, declared those conclusions to be useful and
worthy of consldoration by tho Assemibly, its commitices nnd other roievant
organs and docided that thoy should bo anunexed to the rules of proceduro; the
conclustons of the Spoclal Committeo are teproduced In the presont aunox, By
tho same rosofution, the Goneral Assembly, on tho recommendation of tho Speclal
Committeo, decklod to nmend rules 39, 60 (now rule §8), 69 (now rule 67),
74 (now rule 72), 101 (now rulo 98), 108 (now rule 103), 107 (now rule 105),
110 (now rule 168) and 115 (now rule 114) of its rules of proceduro and to
mIon a new rulo 112 (now rule 110) ;soo introduction, parn. 30). For the report
of tho Spoclal Committeo, seo Offclal Records of the General Assembly, Twonty.
sixth Sesslon, Supploment No, 26 (A/8426).
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5. Confllets of compotonce among Commiitoos ...
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VI, MAXIMUM UTILIZATION Q1 AVAILADLE TIMB
A, Plonary ABROMDIY 41uvivr i
1o QGonoral dobalo o vvviviiii it ssas
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1. MANDATE OF THE .PECYAL COMMITTER

1, 'The membors of tho Speclal Commlilws ngrced that tho oxisting rules
of procedure wore gonorally satlsfactory and that most improvemonts would bo
achleved not through changes in the rules of procedurs but through better a}mpll-
cation of tho oxisting rules, duo account bolng taken of the conclusions of the
Spealal Commiltes and of the varlous committees responsiblo for reviewing the
procedures and orgnnization of the Gonoral Assembly [para. 12 of the report of
the-Special Com:nilteed),

2, The $pecial Committee considered, moraover, that it would ba doslrable
to reviow from time to timo tho procodures aud organization of the QGeuoral
Asombly [para, 13),

1l. GENERAL ORGANIZATION QF SHSSIONS

A, OQPUNING DAYE

3. ‘The Speoial Committos {8 of the opinion thot it would not bo desliable
to change the date fixed for tho oponlug of scssioms [para. 18],

B. DURATION O GUSSIONS

4, 1he Speolal Committeo, uoting that, despite tho approolable inorease
in the numbor of Momber States, it hus beon possiblo to malataln an nvorngo
duration of 13 weoks for rogular sesslons, 1s of the viow that this porlod should
:[mt bozgllamod and that, ib auy case, the sosslon should ond boforo Christuas
para, 32

$. ‘The Special Committeo ¢ld not ondorse tho suggestion that the sesslon
should be divided into two parts, The Committoe likowise did not endois the
suggostion that the sosslon should theovotloally last o whole year aud should
movely bo adjourned aftor a two-mouth waln sesslon [para. 23],

C. RusIDUARY 8HASIONS

6. ‘Tho Spectat Committes did not endosse tho suggestion that a brlef mesting
of the Goneral Assem'bl{. to bo cailed a “voslduary sesslon”, might bo held at hoad-
of-mission level ebout the end of April for the disoussion of cortaln adinluistrative

aud soutlue questions [para, 24],

I, GENERAL COMMITTER
A, CoMpeuTioN O 11 GuNunat CoMMITTEE
1. Inoreaso tn membership

9, Tne Speclal Committos deolded not to take any actlon on the question
of oither maintaining or incroasing the present momborship of the General
Comunittee [para. 341,

8. Purthermoro, tho Spoclal Committee did not retaln the suggestion that
the Chalrnan of the Credentlals Committes should be authorlzed to participate
in the work of the Gonoral Committee [para, 32].

b O?Fclal Records of the Gatieral Assembly, Twenty-tixth Session, Supplemeni
No. 26 (A/8426).
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2. Absence of members of the General Canunltioe electad in thelr personal capacity

9, Tho Spocial Committeo cousiders that the problems which arise when the
Chaluman or Vieo-Chaleman of n Main Committco cunnot atlond a meeting of
the Qoneral Commities would by settled for the uost port If the Gonoral Assembly
([looldecgaio lncteaso the numbor of Vice«Chalrmen of the Maln Commiltoes
pGM| t

10, Tho Speclal Commlttoe also considers that, If the Goneral Assombly
took sus - & doglslon, the Chalrman of a Main Corunlites, in designating a Vico-
Chaleman ns hig substitute, should take inta account the roprosontative character
of the Gonoral Conunltiee [para, 37].

B. FuNCTIONS or THR QuNIIAL CoOMMITTBE
1. Imporiance of the role of the Genaral Commitice

11, 'tho Speclal Committee considors that tho Gonersl Commiltes, in view
of the funotions conferrad on it by the rules of procedure, should play a major
volo in advaneing tho rational organization and genoral conduet of the proccedings
of tho Qonvral Assembly., The Commitieo Is of the oplwlon that the Genoral
Committee should diseharge completely and elotivoly the functions assigned to
1t undor rules 40, 41 and 42 of the rules of progudure, the purpose of which is to
assist tho Assombly in tho gonoinl conduet of uts work [para. 41),

2. Adoptlon of the agenda and allacation of items

12. Tho Spoolal Committeo rocommends that, within the f:amowork of the
functlons conforred on It by tho rules of precedure, and subjo! to the Hmitation
prosertbed in rule 40 as regards tho dlsoussion of tho substance of an ltem, tho
Gonoral Committco should oxamino tho provisional agonda, togother wlth the
supplomontary lst and roquosts for tho inolusion of additlonal ftoms, riwro atlons
tively and onrry out moro fully and couslstently its functions of rocommonding
with rogard to cach ltom lts inclusion In the ngonda, the ro[juullon of tho roquast
for {ncluslon or its Inclusion in the provisionnl agonda ol a futuro sosslon, ns
woll as of allocating {tomis to the Maln Committees, regurd boing had to rules 99
and 101¢ of the rules of procedure, with a view 10 ensuring that all ftems Inseribed
on tho ngonda an Lo taken up by tho oud of the svssion [para. 45).

3. Organizatlon of the work of the General Assembly

13, 'Tho Spoeial Comumiiteo recnlls tho recommendation, in subparagraph (1)
of Goneral Assernbly rosolution 1898 (XVI) that tho CGoeneral Commitice
should meet at least once ovoery (hreo weoks. The Spocial Commuteo notes that the
recommondation hay nat boon complled with and oxpro .08 the hope that the
Gonornl Committee will bo ablo to hold more froquent mootings, in conformity
with rulo 42 of tho culos of procodure, without thoreby interforing with the
normal mooting scheduls of the plenary and tho Maln Committeos [para, €9).

14. Tho Speolal Commliteo also conslders that, in tho discharge of the
functlons conferrod by rules 41 and 42 of tho mles of procodure and subjoeot to
the limitation prosoribod In rule 41 rogarding tho declslon of any politiont question,
the Gonornl Committoo should roviow the progress of the Gonoral Assombly and
the Main Committeos and should, ns roquired, asslst and make rocommeondations
to the President and tho Assomblf' for tho co-ordination of tho procoedings of the
Maln Committeos aud for expoediting tho gonoral conduct of buslnoss [para, 50].

o Rulos 97 and 98 of tha prosent yulos of procoduro,
d Soo annox IV,

52



C. WAYS OF PACILITATING THE WORK O THE
GoNpRaL COMMITIRR

1. Preparatory mectings

15, ‘The Speelal Committee doos not consider that it s In a positlen to
make any recommendation with vogard to the holding of preparatory mootlugs
of the General Commities [para. 5¢],

2. Subsidiary organs

16, Tho Speelnl Committos doos not consider that it Is in a position to
make any recommendation with rogard to the ostablishmont of subsidiary organs
of tho Goneral Committee [para. 58]

1V, AGENDA
A PROSUNTATION AND PLBLIMINARY CONSIDHRATION OF THL PROVISIONAL AGENDA

17, The Special Commlitee, awaro of tho neod to asslst delogations, to the
grontost oxtont possiblo, to propare for tho work of the Goneral Assombly,
rocommonds to the Assombly that the Secrotary-Goneval should ba roquestedt

(@) To communionto to Mombor States, not later than 1§ Ifobruary, the
unoflleln! lst of ttems proposed for inclusion in the provisional agonda of the
Agsombly;

(b) To communicato to Mombor States, not lator than 18 Juno, an annotated
list of ltoms which would indleate brlofly tho hlstori' of onch itom, tho avallablo
dooumontation, the substanco of tho mattor to bo disoussed and ecarller declslons
by Unlted Nu\fous orgnns}

(¢) To communicate to Momber States Lefore the oponlng of thoe sesslon an
addendum to the annotated lst [para. 64).

18, Turthormoro, tho Speelal Commitice rocommeonds that Mombor States
roquosting the inolusion of an ltom should, {f thoy deom It advisablo, make a
suggestion concorning Its roforral to a Malo Committco or to the plonary As-
sombly [para. 65).

B, REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF AGBNDA ITEMS
1. Nonenelusion of cartain ttems

19, Tho Spocial Committes, considoring that the Gonoral Assembly should
tlake into account tho rolative Importance of agonda ftoms in tho light of the
purposes and prinelples of the Charter of tho United Nations, recommends to
tho Assombly that, In tho context of rules 22 and 40 of the rulos of procodute,
Mombor States should take special Intorost In the contents of the Assombly's
agonda and, in partieular, in doclding on thoe approprinto solutlon of questions
or on the elimination of items which havo lost thele urgoncy or relovance, are
not ripo for consldoration or could bo dealt with and oven disposed of equally woll
by subsidlary organs of tho Goneral Assombly [para. 70].

2, Staggering of ltems over twe or mors yoars and grouping of related ltems

20, Tho Spoclal Committeo constcdors that the staggering of items over two
or more yonrs consiliutos ono means of ratlonalizing the procedur i of the General
Assombly [para, 74].
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21, Morsover, the Special Committes recommends to the Goneral Assembly
that, as far as possible and appropriate, related items should be grouped under
tho samo title [para. 75],

3. Referral to other organs

22, ‘The Special Committee recommonds that the General Assembly should,
whete relevant, refor specific items to other United Natlons organs or to spe.
oinlized agenclos, taking into account the nature of the question [para. 79].

23, The Special Committee also recommeonds that the General Assembly
should give duo woight to the dobates that have taken place in other organs
[para. 80].

4. Non-receivability of certain additional items

24, Tuo Special Committco recomimends to the General Assezably that
additional ftems, which are proposed for Inclusion in the agenda less than 30 days
beforo the opening of a session, should bo included only if the conditions pre-
seribed by tule 15 of the rules of procedure are fully satisfied {para. 84).

C. ALLOCATION OF AGENDA ITEMS
1. Division of work among the Main Committees

25, ‘The Special Commitico wishes to draw attention o the importance of
a rational distribution of agenda items among the Main Committees, In this con-
nexion, the Committeo, recognizing that the structure of the Main Committees
gives them specinlization and experlence, recomnends that the allocation of agonda
items should bo based not only on the workload of the Committees but also on
the nature of the item, regard being had to rules 99 and 101¢ of the rules of
procodute [para. 89},

26, ‘Tho Special Committeo also considers that ii would be helpful if sug-
gestions concerning the allocation of {tems were made much earlier so that Member
States might have more time to study them [para. 90].

27, Lastly, the Special Committee recommends that the General Committes

and the Goneral Assembly should consider, in some cases, the possibility of refor-
ring more items directly to the plenary [para. 91,

2. Non-referral of certaln items to two or more Committees

28. The Speclal Committee recommends to the General Assembly that
agonda items should be so allocated as to ensure, as far as possible, that the
sumo questions or the same aspects of a question are not considered by more
than one Committeo [para. 95).

V. ORGANIZATION OF THE WORK OF THE MAIN COMMITTEES
A. FUNCTIONS OF THB INDIVIDUAL COMMITTBES

29, 'There was general agreoment among the members of the Special Cotie
mittee that a floxible approach should be adopted towards the whole question of
the division of work among the Maln Committees and that the Committes should
not make any recommendation concerning the reforral of specific items, in order
not to go beyond its flold of competence [para. 97].
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30. The Special Commitiee, considering that the potential f the seven Main
Committeer should be utilized to the full, recommends that the General Assembly
should ensure a more balanced division of work.among the Committees, giving
due account to the nature of items. The Committee does not, however, feel that
it should specify which items might be transferred from one Committee to another
[para. 98].

31. The Special Commitiee, recognizing that the workioad of a number of
Committees is extremely heavy, is of the opinion that the General Assembly
should advise thcse Committees so to organize their work as to enable them to
consider their agenda in the most effective way [para. 99].

1. First Committece

32. The Special Committee, recognizing that the role of the First Com-
mittee is essentially political, recommends that this Committee devote itseif pri-
marily to problems of peace, security and disarmament [para. 103].

33. The Special Committee, not wishing to make any specific recommenda-
tion concerning the allocation of agenda items, did not feel that it should take
any decision on the proposal that the reports of the International Atomic Energy
Agency and the United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic
Radiation should be submiited to the First Committee [para. 104].

2. Special Political Commitiee

34. The Special Committee, reaffirming the major role which must be played
by the Special Political Committee and recognizing further that the agenda of
that Committee is relatively light, recommends that the General Assembly should
consider transferring to the Special Political Committee one or two items usually
considered by other Committees with a view to ensuring a better division of work
among the Main Commitiees [para. 108].

35. The Special Committee did not endorse the suggestions concerning the
renaming of the Special Political Committee [para. 109].

3. Jecond Committee

36. The Special Committee did not feel that it should take any decision on
the proposals that all the social aspects of development should be dealt with by
the Second Committee. Accordingly, it did not endorse the suggestion to change
the name of that Committee [para. 113].

4. Third Committee

37. The Special Committee did not feel it should take a decision on the
proposal that some of the items on the agenda of the Third Committes should
be transferred to other Main Committees {para. 117).

5. Confiicts of competence among Committees

38. The Special Committee considers that conflicts of competence among
the Main Committees should be avoided whenever possible. Without prejudging
the decision to be taken in each individual case, the Committee wishes to draw
attention to the existence of this problem and to the advisability for the General
Committee and the General Assembly to consider the most effective ways of
remedying it [para. 119).
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B. RoLn OF THE PRESIDING OFFICERS

39, The Special Comtnittes racommends to the General Assembly that the
Chairmon of the Main Committees should fully exerclse the functions assigned
to them in the rules of procedure and, iu particular, make uss of the prerogatives
glven them in rule 108¢ {para. 123], : co :

40, The Special Committee also roaffirms that the Chairmen of the Main
Committees shouid bo elected on the basis of cquitable geographical distribution
as well as on that of oxperience and competence, as provided for in rule 105 of
the rules of procedure [para. 124}

41, ‘Tho Special Committee did not endorso the suggestion that candidates
should have had at least one year’s cxperience in one of the Main Committees or
the suggestlon that Chairmen should be elected at the end of the previous sossion
[para, 125)

: C. NuMBER OF ViCB-CHAIRMEN

42. From its own experience, the Special Committee recommends to the
General Assembly that its subsidiary organs should consider, as far as possible,
the designation of three Vice-Chairmen in ovder to ensurc the representative
character of thelr officers [para. 131), :

D. RBPoRTS OF THE COMMITTRES

43, ‘The Special Committee, recalling General Assembly resolution 2292
(XX11), recommends to the Assembly that vhe reports of the Main Comimittees
should be as concise as possible and, save in exceptional cases, should not contain
a summary of the debates [para. 133].8

VI, MAXIMUM UTILIZATION OF AVAILABLE TIME

A, PLENARY ASSEMBLY

1. General debate

(8) Frequency

44, The Special Committes, recognizing the unquestionable value of the
general debate, considers that it should continue to be held every year and that
the time devoted to it should be utilized to the maximum, It wishes to stress also
the importance of participation by Heads of State or Government, Ministers for
Foreign Affairs and other high officlals as a means of enhancing the significance
of the general debate [para. I37].
(b) Organization of meetings

(1) Length of the general debate

45, 'The Special Committee feels that the general debate would be more
meaningful, as far es organization was concerned, if it took place intensively and
without interruption. Its length should not normally exceed two and a haif weeks
if the time available were utilized to the maximum [para, 142),

(i) Closure of the list of speakers

46. Considering that the organization of the general debate would be im-
proved if delegations were required to decide more quickly when to speak, the
Special Committee recommends to the Goneral Assembly that the list of speakers
wishing to take part in the general debate should be closed at the end of the third
day after the opening of the debate [para. 144].

© Rule 106 of the present rules of procedure.

f Rule 103 of the present rules of procedure.

& For the recommendations concerning the reports of subsidiary organs, see
para. 107 below.
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(¢c) Length of statements

47. ‘The Specinl Committee, noting that during the session commemorating
the twenty-fifih nnniversary of the United Nations it had been possible to hoear a
large number of speakers during a relatlvely shbrt perlod without limiting the
duratlon of statoments, considers that this rosult was due (o a bettor utilization of
the time available and not to the impesition of a limitation on the lengih of
speeches [para, 147,

* 48, Tho Committce notos that during recent sessions of tho Genoral Assembly
the average length of speeches has been 35 minutes and cxpresses the hopo that
delogations will ensuro that their statoments will not be excessively long [para. 148],
(d) Submission of written statements

49, The Specinl Corumittes considers that the submission of wrltten state.
ments should not be formally instituted with regard to the general debate [para,
152, :

2. Debate on items already considered in Committee

50, The Speclal Committes is of the opinlon that yule 684 of the rulos of
procedure has been applizd judiciously and with satisfactory results {para. 155},

3. Nown-utllization of the rostrum

51, The Special Committee thinks that it would be usoful to draw the atten-
tion of representatives to the possibility of speaking without going to the rostrum,
It considers, however, that in al* cases it Is for representativos to decide whothor
they prefor to speak from their seats or from the rostrum, wheother on a point of
order, for an explanation of vote or in oxorcise of tholr right of voply [para. 157].

4. Presentation of the reports of the Main Commiiteos

52. The Specinl Committes wishes to recall the recommendation made in
1947 by the Committee on Procedures and Organization of the General Assembly
that Rapporteurs should not read out their reports In plenary meotings) It wishos
to stress that the presentation of reports in plenary meetings should be lmited
to brief introductory statements [para. 158

53, The Special Committee recommends also that the Goneral Assembly
should confirm the practice whereby certain related reports of a non-controversial
nature may be introduced simuitancously to the plenary Assembly by the
Rapporteur [para. 159}

B. MaiN CoMMITTRES
1. Nomination of officers

54, The members of the Special Committee agreed that the nomination of
candidates involved a significant loss of time, They also recognized that the terms
of rule 105 of the rules of procedure, which provided thiat elections should be held
by secret ballot, no longer corresponded to the present practice, since in most
cases, as & result of prior consuitations, thers was only one cundidate for each
post and voting by secret ballot was therefore superfluous [para. 16173

55, The Special Committee, bearing in mind particularly the financial impli-

cations of such a procedure, did not retain the suggestion that no:minations should
be made in writing [para. 162).

b Rule 66 of the present rules of procedure,
i Official Records of the General Assembly, Second Session, Plenary Meetings,
vol. II, annex 1V, document A/388, para. 26.

JRule 105 (mow fule 103) was subsequontly emended (sce introductlon,
para. 30(e)).
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56, Furthorntoro, In view of tho diotatos of courtesy and tho possibility that
cases might arlse in whioh nominecs would not bo known uatl the last moment,
tho Speolnl Committeo did not deom it adviaable to dlaponss complately with the
oral vominadon of candidates [para, 463}

§7. 7The Special Commiites sounsldors that the nominatlon of candldatos
should b Hmited to one statemont for onch candidate, afiar whigh the Commliteo
would progoed to the eleation lmmadiataly, The Special Cominittes eonsidors,
howaever, that the goneral prinaiple that olastions avo held by secrot ballot should
bo votalned [para, 164),

2. Commencemeiit of work

$8, ‘Tho Special Committeo recommonds that all the Maln Conumittoos, with
the posslble excoption of tho Fimt Committge, should Logln thelr work on the
working day following the vecoipt of tho list of f(oma vefaried to thom by tho Gea-
oral Assombly [para, 170),

$9, ‘Tho Spaalsl Commitiee also vocommnionds that tho Flrst Comumittee
should bo vondy to wmoeot whonover uo plonary maoting of tho Assombly s bolng
teld [para, 171}

3, Drogress of work

60, 'The Spoolal Committeo vecommends that the Main Comumitwes should
from towo to tlmo roview the progross of toly work [para, 176}

4, Goneral debate in Commines

Gh. ‘Tho Spoalal Committes, whils rucoguizing the unquoesdonable usofulness
and Importanco of the gonoral dobate, considors that Clalrmon should encourago
the Main Comuniltteoat

(a) To reeognizo tho ndvisability of shortening tho gonosal dobato, whonover
that Is possible without dotriment to the work of the Commitices}

() Yo extond, whonovor appropriate, tho practice of bolding o single dobate
on rolated and logleally luked agondn ltoms [para. 180}

62, Tho Special Commlitee roc(\{;nlm that a goneral dobate on quostions
proviously eonsldorod by o Unlted Nations organ and covored by o voport of tho
orgnn concernod shoutd bo retalned, Tho Committes, howevor, diaws tlio atlontion
of the Chalimon of the Maln Commbttous to the possibility of consuliing thelr
Commlttoos In ovory cngo whon o gonoral dobato on o eertaln itom doos not soom
{0 bo neaded, 'The Chalrmen may rosort to this practico 1o asoertaln In partieular
whothor the Committoes desiro to hold a gonoral dobate on every quostion veforied
to them by othor organs [para. 181}

63, At tho samo timo, tho Specint Committeo wishes to reaflirm that the
gonoral dobato sorves o nogossary and vory useful purpose in the work of tho Main
Committeos and that ita orgonization should {n po clroumstances bo changoed
without the consont of the Commitices concorned, whiols therofore should deelde
on thoe appleablilty of tho abovesmontionod suggostions [pare, 182),

64. 'The Spoeoinl Committee did not deom it approprinte to mako a rogom.
mondatlon ooncomlnﬁ the wg?mlon that dologatlons shinring the same polnt of
view could uso a spokosman who would oxpross thoso views In n single statement,
Nor did the Commiitee rotain the suggostion that the gonslderation of cortain ltoms
already dobated in previous sosslons might be Introduced b umhxllr appointed
wpor}%\ﬁn who would summarizo the main lssues vmorging from prev.zas debates

ml ]
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§. Concurrent consideration of saveral agenda itains

6%, Tho Speclal Commillee conslders that o cortoln casos, when a Maln
Committeo oannot progeed with ie disoussion of one ltem, it should be propared
10 bogin consldorlng the noxi ltom on s agenda (para, 187)

G, Gstablishmant of subeammiitees or working groups

66, The S{molnl Commitiee wishes to remind tho Cloneral Assembly of the

desirabllily of the Maln Cowmmitiess' making uso of subvommitices or working
groups [para, 186).

€. MUASURNS APDLIOADLE BOTHE TO TUR PLINARY ABSEMDLY
AND 10 i MAIN CoMMITIREY

1, Opening of meetlngs at the seheduled time

67. The mombers of the Spoolal Committee ngreed that the General Assons
bly would oparato muoh more officlontly if tho pronldh\g officors made a sycelal
ofloit to opon maatings at tho seheduled time {para, 190},

68, "Tho Spealal Committeo did not ondorso the aumiosllon to have meotings
beglu at 9,30 am, and 2,30 g.m. lu view of the progtical diflleultlos that such a
woasuro would ontall [para, 192),

2. List of speakers

69, Tho Special Conumittoo vocommonds to the Qonoinl Assombly that tho
Prealdont of the Assombly or tho Chaliman of a Molo Commiiteo should, soon
aftor tho boginnlng nf the dobate on an itom, indioato o dato for the olosing of the
liat of speakors, 1o should endeavour to havo the Hst of spoakers closed at tho
%ggt aftor ono third of tho meeilngs allocuted to the ltem Lave boon Leld [ara,

70, Moroeover, the Speolnt Commliteo considors that eponkors should, oa far
us possiblo, avold putting down tholr names to apeak on a glvon item nn& at tho
samo tmo indloatlng an altovantive mwatiug i thoy are unablo to koop to tholr
otiginol schedule fpara, 203},

71, Tlually, the Spocial Commiitee wishos to roaflirm the practleo whoraby
vosiding ofMcors should Invite voprosontativos to speak In the ordor of thalr
nsoription on tho Mst of speakors, on tho undoratanding that thoso provented from

doing s0 should nornally bo moved to tho end of the HNst, unless thoy have
arrangoed to ohougo places with other veprosontatives (para. 204}

3. imling the langth of speeches or number of speakers

72, 'The Committeo wishos to stress that the amondment on this uul?octk Is
of a purely teobnleal noturs, its only purpoue bolng to fimit the sumber of repre.
sontatives who could speak on a proposal submitted undor rules 74 and 118! of
tho rules ol procodure [para. 210),

73, With regard to the gonoral question of sottlng n thmedimit on Intervon-
tlons, the Speoial Committee, while recognizing that, in so far as possible, state-
ments should be kopt Lriof so ns to allow all dolegntions to prosent the views of
g;olr gmnmxouw consldors that no rigld vule on the quostion could be applied

ara, \

¥Seo Introdustion, pura, 30(¢).
Y Rulos 72 und 114 of the prosent rules of procedura.
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4. Baplanations of vote

74, The Speclal Committies conskdars that, In explaining thelr voles, delogn-
tiona should llm\l thelr stalements to ain oxplanation, us brief ns possible, of thalr
own voles and should not uso the oevasion to seopon the debate |para. 216).

75 The Spoclal Committeo also vonsiders that prosiding oflicors should be
oncournged 10 use, whonever thoy doom i uppropriate, thelr powers wader sules
90 and 129 of tho rules of procedure [para. 217].

76, Vlually, the Speclal Gonunitioe recommends 1o the Goneral Assombly
that n dolepation shoutd oxplain its vote only onee on the sane proposal, In elther
a Main Commiitea or o plonary meoting, unless the deloge » considors it esson-
tial o oxplafn (¢ fn both moeotings. It weontmonds turtlier € the ponsar of &
draft resolution adopted by o Main Commiiteo should tefran ~im axplaining its
voto durtug the constderation of that draft wsolution in the plonw,  loss it dooms
it ossontlal to do so [para. 218),

S, Right of reply

77, The Speciat Conunttes reeommends (o the Gonoral Assembly that dole-
aattons should uso vestralnt in the exoreiso of thelv vight of veply, both in plenary
weotlngs and fn the Maln Comumittees, and that thely statemonts In oxerclso of
that dight should be na bilof as possible (para, 2231

78, Tho Spocial Committes recommends, fusthermore, that statlomonts mado
i the oxorelso of the Hght of veply should be dolivered, ns o genvral rulo, at the
ond of wcolngs Ipara, 234),

6. Points of order

79, The S}wclul Committeo vocommonds to the Clenoral  Assombly the
adoption of the followlug text vs o description of the voncept of n point of order
[para, 2291

"(a) A polat of ordor is basieally an intorvention directed to the pre-
siding otlicor, requasting him to maks uso of somae powor inherent n his oflice
or spocifically givon him under the rules of proceduro, W may, for oxample,
rolate to tho manuer {n which tho dobate is condueted, to the maintonanco
of order, {0 tho obsorvanco of the rules of procedure or to tho way in which
prosiding officers oxorelse the powors conforred upon thom by tho rulos,
Undor a polut of order, o ropresentative may request the prosiding oflicer to
apply a cortain rulo of procedure or ho may question the way in which the
officor applies the rule, Thus, within the scope of the rufes of procedure,
rapresontatives aro cnabled to direct the attention of the presiding oflicor to
violations or mlsapplications of the rutes by other representatives or by the
prosiding oficor himself. A polnt of order has precedence over any other
watler, inchiding procedural motions (rules 73 [114]0 and 79 [120]0).

“(b) Points of order rafsed under tule 73 [114]0 dnvolve questions
necessitating o ruling by the prosiding officer, subject to possiblo appeal. Thoy
ave therefore distinet from the procodural motlons provided for in rules 76
1173000 79 [120]® which ¢an bo decided only by a vote and on which more
than one motion may be entertatned at the snmo time, rulo 79 [120]0 laying
down the procedonce of such motions, They ure also distinet from requests for

m Rules 88 and 128 of the present rules of procedure.
w Rulo 71 [113] of the present rules of procedure,
o Rulo 77 kl 191 of thoe present rules of procedure.
» Rule 74 {116] of the present rules of procedure.
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luformation or otarificatlon, or from remarks relating to materlal arrange.
meonts (senting, Intorpretation systom, tomperature of the room), dooumonts,
transtatlons ote, which—=whilo they may have to be dealt with b{ the prosid-
ing oMeor~=do not require rulings from him; Howover, In ostablished Unlled
Nations practice, a ropresontative Intonding to submit & procodural motlon
or 10 seek informaton or ¢larifieation ofton rises o ‘a point of order' as a
monns of oblaining the floor, The latter usage, which I8 based on practienl
grounds, should not bo confused with the rolelng of polnts of order uuder
rulo 73 [114]m

“(¢) Under vule 73 [114],% a point of order must be Immediately
decided by the prosiding officor in accordanco with the rules of proceduro;
any appeal arlsing thorefrom mwust also bo put immedlately to the vote. It
follows that as u goneral rule:

4(1) A polat of ovdor and any appon! arlsing from a ruling theroon is
not dobatablo;

“(I1) No point of order on the samo or a difforont subject can bo por-
mitted: untll tho taltial polnt of order aud any appeal arlsiug there-
frowm have been dlsposed of,

“Novorthotoss, botly the prosiding officor and delegations may requost
informntlon or ¢larification ropurding o polnt of order. In additlon, tho
presiding ofticor may, if he considers {t necossary, request an cexprossion of
vigws from dologations on a point of order before glvlng his rullng; in the
oxcoptional ensos fn which this practico s vosorted to, the presiding officor
should terminate the exchange of views and givo his ruling s soon as ho is
roady to announco that ruling.

“(d) Rule 73 [114]n provides that a representative vising to a point of
order may not sponk on the substance of the matter under discussion, Conso-
quomly, the purely nrocedural nature of polits of order calls for brovity, The
prosiding oflicer is rosponsible for ensuring that statomonts made on a point
of order are ln conformlty with the prosont description

7. Congratulations

80, Tho Speolal Commiiteo is of the opinion that it would be better to retain
the ourront practico of the plonary Assombly whoreby congratulations to the
Presidont aro confined to brlef romarks included in the speoches made durlng tho
gonoral dobato [pera, 235},

81, With regard to subsidiary organs of the Qenernl Assembly, the Specinl
Conunittoe recommends that, in the caso of n nowly established organ or of the
rotation of oflicors oin an oxisting one, congrasuintions to the Chairman shonld bo
oxpressed only by the temporary Chalrman and congratulations to othor officers
should be expressed only by the Chalrman [para, 237])w

8. Condolences

82, The Spocinl Committee recommonds to the General Assombly that
condolences addrossed to a dologation on the death of a prominent person ot in
the ovent of u disaster should be oxpressed solowy by the President of the General
Assombly, by the Chalrman of a Main Comualttea or by the Chairman of a
subsidiary organ on behalf of all members, Where clrcumstancos warrant it, tho

4 For congratulations in the Maln Commitices, sco rule 110, adopted on the
recommendation of the Special Committes,
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Prealdent of tho Genoral Assombly might call a speoll plouury mestiug for that
puipuse {para, 2421,

83, The Speelal Commitoo moroover (aken note of the pragtice whereby the
Presidont of the Goneral Assembly, on bohalt of all moembors, dispatehes o cablo
to the country concarued [para, 343)

9. Rollcall votes

84, "Tho Speoinl Committes, while bolloving that thoro is o need to ohango
tho wules of provedure relating to volleall votos, vocommends that dologations
ahould ondonvonr not to soquost sweh o volo oxcopt whon thore ae good and
sound veosons for dolug so [para, 247)

10, Electronle devices

85, The Speelal Conuntitea did not boliovo that it should exprosa any views
on the possible use of an olectionle vating systom by all Committeos, sineo the
quostion of the installation of meehankal monns of voting was lncluded In the
draft agondn of the twonty-sixth sesslon of the General Assombly [para, 249),

86. Tho Special Commliteo did not rotaln the suggostion that n mechanieal
or electroule thnlng Jovice might bo installed u tho General Assombly Hall and
the Mala Conunlttee rooms [para. 250},

Vil RUSQLUTIONS
A, SUUBMISSION OF DRAFT RUSOLUTIONS

1. Date of submission of draft resolutions

87. ‘The Specinl Committes recomunonds to the QGoneral Assembly that
draft resolutions should be submitted as easly ns possible 30 ns to glve debntes
a more coneroto character, Xt consldors, howover, that no rigid rulo should bo
established in tho matler, sitwe it is for dotegations to dotermine, {n each case,
the most appropelate momont for submitting draft vesolutions [para, 254].

88, So a8 to onsure that debates take shape ns quickly as possible without
making {t wandatory for delogations to submit a formal draft resolutlon, the
Special Committen also considera that dologations might resort more often to the
possibility of cireulating draft resolutions as informal working papors which would
pmv!dgscfs lbnsls for the discussion but whoso contonts would be strictly provislonal

2. Submission of drafi resolutions in wrlting

89. Because of the appreciablo loss of time that such a procedure could
entail, tho Specinl Committes decided not to endorse the suggestlon that proposals
and amecodmients should bo submitted In writing only [para, 256).

3. Consultations

90. ‘The Special Committeo, recognizing the indisputable valuo of consul-
tatons, bolicves that dolegations should oxplore every avenue for arriving at
negotiated texts. It considers, howsver, that the Initlative for such consultations
mus! rest solely with the delegations concerned and can, under no clroumstances,
be dictated in mandatory provisions {para. 258).

91. The Special Committes also boelfeves that the Chairmen of the Main
Committees should be invited to bear in mind the possibility of catablishing, where
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necossavy, worklng amug& for the purposs of faocllitating the adoptlon of agreed
toxte, Such groups may bo opoen, ns approprinto, lo Interesied dolegations, It doos
not, howaver, considsr {t advisable to contemplate tho establishmont of such
working groups whonover two o more draft resolutlons have boen introduced oo
the swno matier [para, 259)

4. Number of sponsors

92, Tho Spoolal Committes did not ondorso tho auggestion that the RuMber
of sponsos of o draft rosolution should be Hmlted [para. 260),

93, The Spoeolal Committeo dogs, howovor, wish to draw attentlon to the
practico whoreby the sponsors of o proposal degide whothor othor delogations
oun bevome ¢o-spousors [para. 261),

S, Thmesdapse between the submisston and the conslleration of draft resolutions

94, Thoe Spoolal Committeo, while vocogunizing the difiicultios expovionced
by somo dologations in consulting thelr Governments within the timo lald down
by rulos 80 and 121r of the rules of procodure, doos not doem it advisablo 10
proposo ou amondmont to those wulvs [para. 265],

B, CONIBNT O RRSOLUTIONS

95, The Speclal Committeo Is of tho opinlon that the wording of resolutlons,
to Lo offoetive, must bo os cloar and sucolnot as possible, It rocognizes, however,
that only the delegations concornod can dovlde upon the content of the proposals
which thoy aro sponsorlug {para, 267],

96, Tho Spoelnl Commiiteo alsa wishos to emphasize that tho toxt of a
draft resolution should not go boyond the compotencs of the Committes in which
it is submitied. Whore, howovor, it s suggested that a draft rosolution doos so,
the Spoclal Committes feels ¢hat it {8 up to tho Conualttes concorned to take
a doclsion In tho matter [para, 268),

C. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
1. Financlal controls

97, Tho Spocinl Committeo fuols that tho provisions of rules 154 and 155
g; tho rules of procedure are satisfactory and shoutd be strietly applied [para.

98. Tlio Spoolal Conunitteo Is also of the opinlon that the financlal lmplis
cations of draft rosolutlons should bo viewed In torms of an ovorall assossment
of priotjties and that tho principal organs should give careful considoration to
the draft resolutions adopted by tholr subsidlary orgous whoro such drafts call
for the approprintion of funds [para, 273).

2. Work of the Advisery Commiitea on Administrative and Budgetary Questions

99, Tho Spocial Commitloe recognizes that the Advisory Comumitteo on
Adminlstrative and Budgotary Quostions should meot more froquently, but doos
not consider itself qualified 1o manke dotalled rocommondations on the matter
(para. 375].

* Rules 78 and 120 of the presont rules of proceduro.
s Rulos 153 and 154 of the present rulos of procedure,
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3. Resolutlons setilng up new organs

100, While avknowlodping that fiew organs should bo set wp only after
matire constdoration, the Spoelal Commitico belleves that {t weuld bo inadvisable
to amond the tules of procuduso nid Juy down hard aod {wst rules n tho maiter
\pura, 27¢],

. VOQUING PROCBDURY

1. Raquired majority

101, The Speotat Commltive vonslders that ruloa 88 mul 127¢ of (he ruigs
of provoduro should be loit unvhanged [para, 383)
T 002, The Spoolal Committes also consldors thal; tho sugaestion rofuried ta
i pavageaph 279 of the reroint by unieeeplablo and, morgovor, gots boyoud ie
wandate [para, 483],

2. Measures to acvelorate pracaduros

103, he Specinl Comumittee, revalling the rovominendations which It has
wado vhsewhore convenlng debate wu llema nlioady consldored I Committee
{80 Imu\. S0 nbove) and rolleall votes (sco parn, B4 above), feols that it )
Inady s;\hl?o 10 muke any ehanges I the rolovant provisions of the yule of procoduro
{pura, 2821,

3, Consonsus

104, The Spovial Committee eonsldors that tho adoption of doeulsions and
rosolutions by conzensus 48 desirable when It contilbutes to the offeutive nnd losting
settloment of dilleroncos, thus steousthenlng (the authority of the Untrad Natlons,
1t wishes, howover, to omphusize that the tight of evory Mcamber Stato to st
torth {18 views i full wust wot be projudicod by this procedure [pra. 289),

B, RUEDUGTION IN T NUMNDLY, OF RUSOLUTIONG

108, 1he Speoial Committes did not endorse thy suigestions nlmod at
roducing the number of vesolutions adopted by the Uanoral Assombly [pwra, 293),

VI DOCUMENTATIONY

A. RUEDUCTION IN TiHB VOLUME OF DOCUMONTATION

106, The Spoelal Connuliteo recommends that tho Goneral Assembly shoulat

(@) Draw attention to tho provisions of ks rosolutlons 2292 (XXI1) and
2538 (AXLV) sumumarized In documont A/INE/ 136, and stress *a0 nood for strict
adhorenco to thom, not only in lotter, but aiso in splrlt, by Mombor States ond
also, 0 the light of its internal sules, by the Secrotaviaty

(b) Instruet {ts subsidiary ovgons to includo n tho agenda of onoh gosslon
an liem on the control aud fimitation of the decumantation of the orann fisolf
?:mt.l‘m sptrit of paragraph 3 of Gonoral Asssinbly rosolutlon 1272 (X1L) [para.

B, PRLPARATION AND DISTRIDUTION OFF DOCUMLNTS

107, "The Speelal Committeo recommonds to the Gouoral Assombly that)

(@) Timely distibuton of documents in wil worklag langnages should be
seruputously obsorved;

tRules 86 and 126 of the present rules of procedure.
v Seo also resolution 2836 (XXVI),

64



ﬁb) All tho subsidiavy organs of the Qonoeral Assembly should be roquired to
comploto thele work and submit thele roports Uofore the opening of oach rogular
sosslon of tho Assombly;

(¢) Reports to be considerad by the Qenoral'Assembly should be as brlef as
possible nml eontaln preoise Informatlon confined 1o a desoription of the work
done by the organ concerned, to the coneluslons it has reeohed, 1o its declsions
and (o the recommendations made to the Assembly) the roports should inolude,
whete approprlate, & summary of proposais, eoneluslons and reconunendations.
As 0 tule, no proviously lssued matorlal (working papers and athor basie doou-
mon(s) should be incorporated (n ov apponded (o such reporis, but, where
uegessary, roforred to}

() Taking Into acoount the noeds of Mombor tates, the number of coplos
of roports and other United Natlons documonts shoujo, whenovor appropriate, be
limitd, Lo, they should bo lssued in the /L. sorles [para, $04).¥

C. RBCORS OF MERTINGS AND SOUND RECORIINGS

108, The Speelal Cemmitee recommands that rule 60, as rovised,” should
bo applied in accordance with the followlng observations!

(a) Summary records should gontlnug to bo provided for tho General Com-
wmitteo and for all Main Commiitgos othor than the Irat Commltlee;

(b) The Qonoral Assombly, on the recommondation of tho General Gom»
wiitee, ’hould deelde annunily whothor tio option that has traditionally beon
approved for the Speelnl Politieal Committoe to have, on spoellle roquost, tran-
saviptions of tho dobatos of some of s meotings, or portious theroof, should Lo
malntaiuody

(¢) The provision of summary racords to subsidiary organs should bLe
roviewod perlodicntly by the Goneral Assombly In the light of the report of tho
Joint Tospeotion Unit on the use of minntes lnstend of summary records, and
of the commaents of the Socrolary-Gonoral and the Advisory Commiitee on
Adminlstrativo and Budgetary Quostions thoroonjt

() Sound rocordings should Lo kept by tho Secrotarlat {n accordango with
Its practlcs {para, 309).

IX, SUUSIDIARY ORGANS OF TIIN GUNERAL ASSEMDLY

A, RBDUGTION OF THD NUMDIR OF OROANG

109, The Speeial Committoo rocommonds that tho General Asserably should
vovlow, olihor perlodically or whon consldoring thelr roports, tho usefulnoss of its
vatlous subsldlary organs [para. $13),

110, The Spoelal Commitico alto rocommonds that the Gonoral Assembly
should consldor the possibllity of morglag somo of thoso organs [para, 31¢),

D, CoMPOSIION OF ORUANS

111, The Special Comntliteo consldors that mombershlp of a body depends
on tho naturo and funciion of that body and that {t ennnot, thorefore, be subjeot
10 auy gonoral rule [para, 318),

¥ Por tho rocommendations coucerning the veports of the Maln Commltteos,
08 parg, 43 o

v,
* Rulo 58 of the prosont rules of procedurs (see lntroduction, para. 30 (a)).
*B/4802 and Add1 ond 2 ! (sco lntroduation, (@)
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112, Tho Specinl Committoo Is of the opinion that subsidiary orgaus of the
Goneral Assomblr should, where appropelate, have the authority to uvite a
Mamber State which 1 not o membor of the organ concorned to partisipate with-
aut vole n the disoussion of a matter whicl tho organ conskders to be of particular
{ntoreat to that Mombor State (para. 319].

113, Tho Spevfal Committee fs also of tho opinion that the composition of
subsldlory ovgans should be subjoet to periodio chango [para. 320}

114, Fiaally, the Speelat Committoe onsiders that visits of subsidiary organs
away from thelt normal meetlng places should be authorized by the Gonoral
Assombly ouly when the nature of tho work renders such visite cssential [para.

C, CALUNDAR OR MBRTINGS

115, The Spooial Committeo rocommonds to tho Genernl Assembly that tho
Seorotary-Goneral should play o groator tolo in drawing up the calendar of
wmeongs, i bolng undorstood that L ovory caso tho fual docision rosts with the
organ voucarued [para, 823},

X. OTHER QUESTIONS
A CRIDUNTIALS OF DRLUGATIONS

116, ‘Tho Speolal Comumites, while awaro of tho probloms posed by the
non-recogaition by the General Assombly of o dolegation's orodentinls, feols that
it is uot {n a position to make any proposal on the matter [para. 327].

1, RoLu O iy SHCRUTARY-GRNIRAL

17, ‘The Speelal Committeo is of the oplnlon that tho Sccrotary-Ganeral
should play an active vole in making sugsestions with vegard to the organization
of sesslong, it being undarstood that the final decision on the recommendations he
wakes lics with tho General Assombly [para. 331

C. SUCRUTARIAY

118, Tho Special Committeo considers that the question of the reorgantzation
of the Secratariat, howovor valid it might be, does not como within its terms of
yeference. It {s of the opinion, thereforo, that it should not make any recout-
wendation on the matter [para. 333,

D. GUIDANCE REGARDING GRNIRAL ASSEMULY PROCEDURE AND ASSISTANCE T0
PRESIDING OFFICHRS

1. Preparation of a manual on procedure

119, The Special Committes reconunends that the Gonoral Assombly should
consider requesting the Sccretary-Clenoral to propare a systematic and compre-
hensiva compilation of the conclusions which the Assembly may adopt on the
basis of tho reports f the Special Committeo and of the Joint Inspection Unit,
this compilation to form an annex to the rules of procedure of the Gonoral
Assembly [para. 3391

2. Repertory of Practice of United Natlons Organy

120, ‘The Specia) Committes, recognizing tho usofulness of the Repertory of
Practice of United Nations Organs, expresses the hope that it will bo brought up
to date as quickly ae possible [para, 341).
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3. Preparation of a repertory of practice on the rules of procedure of the General
Assembly

121. The Special Cownmittee did not .onsider that it should endorse the
proposal to issue a repertory of practice on .ne rules of procedure of the General
Assembly [para. 344].

4. Reminders of previous recommendations

122. It was suggested that at the begitining of the session the President of
the General Assembly should remind the Assembly of, and particularly invite the
attention of the Chairmen of Main Commitiees to, the recommendations for im-
proving the methods of work which were specifically approved in General Assembly
resolution 1898 (XVIII).y While ther¢ w~as general agreement on the principle
undeilying that suggestion, the Special Committee did not feel that it need make
any specific recommendation in that regard {paras. 345 and 346].

123. The Special Committee did not retain the suggesticn that the report of
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Improvement of the Methods of Work of the
General Assembly® should be reissued on account of the financial implications the.
such a measure would entail [paras. 345 and 346}

8. Assistance in procedural matters

124. The Special Committee noted that it was not possible to assign a
member of the Office of Legal Affairs continuously to each of the Main Com-
mittees but that legal advice was always furnished, either crally or in writing,
when requested [para. 348}

125. The Special Committee did wot comsider that it shou'i mak: any
recommendation on the proposal that the President of the General .ss2r:. 7y and
the Chairmen of Main Committees should enlist several assistants un.-- them,
both from the Secretariat and, wherever possible, from the delegations themselves,
to whom they would allocate items on the agenda for the purpose of closely
following them up with the delegations directly concerned and expediting the
progress of the General Assembly {paras. 347 and 348].

E. STUDIES OF THE RULES OF P"ROCEDURE

126. The Special Committee did not consider that it should retain the sug-
gestions concerning the insertion in the rules of procedure of the General Assembly
of provisions similar to those in the rules of procedure of the Economic aand
Social Council [para. 352]-

127. The Special Committee took note of the proposal concerning a com-
parative study of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly and those of
the governing bodies of the specialized agencies and suggests that the United
Nations Institute for Training and Research should comsider undertaking such a
project [para, 353].

128. Lastly, the Special Committee recommends to the General Assembly
that the Secretariat should be instructed to undertake a comparative study of the
versions of the General Assembly’s rules of procedure in the various official
languages in order to ensure their concordance [para. 354].

¥ See annex IV.

£ Official Records of the General Assembly, Eighteenth Session, Annexes,
agenda item 25, document A/5423.
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I', SPHCIAL TRAINING PROGRAMME

129, The Specinl Committee, awars of the training problems facing delega-
tions, paticuinrly us regurds newly arrived represontutives, suggests that the United
Notions Institute for ‘Training and Rosearch should consider ways of helping to
solw these problems [para, 356},

G, RBQIONAL grOUPS

130, The Specinl Conmitico ondorses the suggoestion that the names of
chirmen of tho regional groups for the month should bo published in the
Jownal of the United Nations nnd recommends that it should bo loft to the Seore-
wariat o decide how often it shonkt be applied [paras. 357 and 358,
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meoting ......0 . 76, 118
Specialized agencies:
Administrative budgets .............. 157
Agenda items, referral of ,.......... V22
Genferal Assembly sessions, notification
Of iiiiiiiiii e 11
ROPOIS - vvvvinvrinnnnieissncniens 13
Subcommitfees ........oiiiiiciiiiiiin 51,102 114;1129;

IV (e); V 66
Subsidiary organs:

Composition ......oevviiiiiiiiiiin V113
Congratulations to officers .......... V 81
Documentation ......ovviviiniien..n V 106 (b)
Hstablishment .................0000 161
Meetings:

Calendar .....ooovvviniiiiniiiines 118



Subsidinry organs (cominued)

Place vvvvvnns e
Number of OFRINS +vvvvvvieiiaviias
Partloipation by Momber Stales nol

mombers of Organs .vvv i
ROPOIIE v ivvrvirivriiinienses
Vico-Chalvmen, number of ..oy

Summiary re00rds i oo
Supplomentary ltomst See Agonda

Sugpension of meeting: See Procedural
motons

Ol\
Tochnlonl advisors ....... e
Torms of ofllco:

Advisory Commitice on Administra-
tivo and Budgetary Questions ......

Cemmittes on Contributions ........
Counell mombers .oovvvi i,
Reonomie and Soclal Councll ........
PEESIAONt v i

Scourity Councll, non-permanont mem-
bers of

Trusteeship Coum.ll. nou-udmlnlslcum,
members of

Vico-Presldonts vvvviiiiiiiiinanns
Translation vvvviiiiiiaeieiiirar v

Trustceship Coungil:
By-elections
Blectinn of non-admiwistering members
Reports
Terms of officd ......oovvv i
Trusteeship system

Twao-thirds majority: See Yoting

........................
............................

v

Vacancies: See Appointments; Elections
Vorbatlm records .....ovcvviiiiiiianes
Vice-Chairmen:
Acting Chairman .......... i
Blecton v.vvviveeiiiriciiiniiiininn,
Blighility ...cooovviiiiiiiiiiiian
Subsidiary organs ............ 0000

Voting right when replacing Chalrman
in General Committee ............

Rules dAnnees
Vil4
V109, 110

YVl
13
V42

417, 54, 58 vV I0R

25, 100, 101

156
159
139
145
3

140
83, 147-149
13
139
83

54, 58 Vv 108
105
102, 103, 105
101
V42

39



Vice-Prosidonts:
Acting President:
Doslgnation ...ovovvviiiiiiii
No vatlng right .......oooiiinnn,
Powors and duties ..............00
Bloction «vvvv vvviiiiniiniiiiinise
Bmorgoney special sosslons ,.vvvvvvs.
Gonoral Committee vovvviviiiiiiien
Torms of Offico +.vvvvvvvvireviiinns

VoURE it e
See also Blootlons

ADSentions . viviiniccinicnina,
Amendmoats, voting on . ...ouvia.

Amondments to proposals rolating to
lmportant questions, two-thirds ma-

jorlty required for .......... Ceeens
Chairman does not vote vvvvvir v
Chalrman's ruling ...... e
Conduct durlng voting ..............
Decislon as to whother to vote on
PIOposal ..iiciiiviniiiiniiiiiens

Division of proposals and umcndmcms
Equally divided votes ....... ..

Bxplanations of vote ................
General Comumittee, voting in .......

Important questions, majority required
[+ T

Interruption of voting ..............

Majority required on Important ques-
tons . ...... ... ol

Mcchanical means of voting ........

“Members present and voting", mean-
ing of phrase ... ...

Method of voting ..................
Noa-recorded vote ......ooovnvveet

Order of voting:
Amondments .....ooviiiiiiiiiinn
Competencs, dccisions on ........
Procedural motions ..............
Proposals .....coovviiiniiiinnnn.
President does not vote .......ouvn..
President’s ruling ...................
Proposals, voting on ................
Recorded vole .....coovvvnvvinnnnns

Rules

32
37
n
31
63
38, 39
K}

8295, 124.133

86, 126
90, 130

84
104
113

88, 128

91, 131
89, 129
95, 133
88, 128
38,39

84
88, /28

84
87, 127

86, 126
87,127
87,127

90, 130
19,121
77, 119
91, 131
37
71
91, 131
87, 127

Anuexes

V79 (0), 79 (¢)

V 7476

V79 (b),79 (¢v)



Rules Annexes

Voting (continued)
Roports of Main Conunittees, proposal

t0 ISCUSS o v vvvrvreriirisianen s 66
Roll-call vote «.v.oovvvvvvns e 87, 127 V84
Rules of procedure, nmendmonl of . ’ 163
Ruling:
By Chalrman ..vvovoviviiiiiinn 113 V79 (b), 79 (¢)
By Presldent ..ioviiiiiiiiiinn 71 V79 (b), 79 (¢)
Soparate YOIES v.vvvvviviiriiiiiiines 89, 129
Showof hands ..o vviii i 87, 127
Simple majority ... e 85,125
Two-thirds majorily required:
Additional items, consideration of . 15
Adission of now Members ..... . 83, 136
Budgetary questions ............. 83
Election of members of Economic .
and Social Council, Sccurity
Council and Trustecship Council 83
Expulsion of Members ............ 83
Important questions .... ....... 83, 84 Hr
Internutional peace and sccurity,
maintenance of ...... ..... . 83
Numlbla, reports and pc(i(ions D ’
COMUNE v vvvrvrivniriarreinnsies m ¥
Reconslderation of proposals, mo-
tion for ... oo 81, 123

Supplementary and additional items
for ngenda of specinl session or

omergency special sossion ...... 19
Suspension of rights and privileges
of Members .......ocoovivevuons 83
Trusteeship systein ................ 83
w
Withdrawal of motions ................ 80, 122
Working groups ....ooviiiiiiiciiiin 1 14; 11 29:
IV (e} V 66
Working languages ..................e. 51

84
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United Nations publications may be obtained from bookstores and distributors
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