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INTRODUCIlON 

The General Assembly, during itr second regular aeuion, adopted, by 
resolution 173 (II) of 17 November 1941, revised rule of procedure replacing 
tbe provirional ruler adopted by the General Ametnbly at its fint re&r W&XI 
on the brdr of a text drawn up by the Preparatory Conunia~ion. At the aama 
r&on, the General Amembly, by remlution 116 (II) nf 21 November 1947, 
adopted certain rules governing the admition of new Membera for inclurion 
ia itr rule of procedure. All these ruler have been in force u from 1 January 
1948 (A/520). 

At the third regular Ma&on of the General Amembly, the ruler concerning 
working languages of the General Amembly were amended by resolution 262 
(III) of 11 December 1948. 

At its fourth regular wrrion, the General Assembly, acting upon the report 
of a Special Committee 011 Methods and Procedurer of the General Aoaernbly,l 
approved, by mlution 362 (IV) of 22 October 1949, certain amendmenta 
and additions to itr mlu of procedure and derided that these amendmenta and 
addition, should enter into force on 1 January 1950. The General Aaaanbly, 
moreover, approved certain other reconunendationr and auggeationr of the 
Special Committee on Method8 and Procedurea and requested the kretuy- 
General to prepare a document embodying these recommendations and rug- 
gedonr in a convenient form for UK by the General Committee and the de@- 
tionr of Member Statu in the General Auembly. 

The Secretary-General haa therefore prepared a rev&d edition of the 
rule8 of procedure of the General Aoaemhly embodying the amendmenta 
approved at the third and fourth regubu aemionr. The text of General Aaaan- 
bly ruohttion 362 (IV) and the tent of the recommendationa and augguthu 
of the Special Committee on Method8 and Procedum which were l ppruvad 
by the General Assembly will be found in Annexes I and II. 

is 



1. Ruler 49, 83, 84, 85, 143, 145 end 160, which reproduce t&u8lly 
provirionr of the Charter, are printed in heavy type and are, in addftioa, 
provided with a footnote. A footnote ha8 al8o been 8dded in the cue of other 
ale8 which, while hued directly on provirionr of the Charter, do not repro- 
duce thou provirionr textually. 

2. Figure8 indicated between 
for pfeauy meeting8 refer to iden 1 

u8re bracket8 in 8ection8 dealing with @I 
cal or corresponding role8 for comoutte8 

llw&g8#8ndvkever88. 
3. Attention i8 drawn to rule 161, which provide8 : “The dercription of 

~~i~trbkotcontentr~dthsno~InitrllutothcKnilcr8~~ 
dimgudd in the interprehtion of the rule8”. 

RULES c 

Datr of tnM 

The GC 
mencing on 

Duration of 

On the 
1hd1, at the 
8888ion. 

se88iol! 
convened el 

WiOU8 KI 
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RULES OF PROCEDURE OF TEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

aeofothd I. SESSIONS 
not repm 

I 
RKWLAR SS88IONB 

The General Aezsembl shall meet every year in regular session com- 
mencing on the third Tue sdi y  in September. 

Rxlle a 
On the recommendation of the General Committee, the General ,Assembty 

s&aha;t the beginning of each session, fix a target date for the closmg of the 

Ploco of mrrfing 
Rule8 

Serriona &all be held at the head uarten of the United Nation8 unleu 
convened elsewhere in urauance of a 
nvious session or at t 

k 
R 

8 e&ion of the General Aoaembl at R 
e request of a majority of the Membere of the 6 nited 

ationr. 

of the United Natiw may, at leaat one hundred and 
the date tkd for the opening of e regular wasion, requcrt 
held elrwhere than at the headquartera of the United 

Nationr. The Secretary-General ohall immediately communicate the r wrt 
together with Ma recamn a~datio~, to the other Membera of the %itcd 
Nationr. I f  within thi 

r 
dayr of the date of the communi~tion a ma ority 

I of the Memben concur n the request, the aeuion shall be held accord ngly. 

Nori~%arbn of session 
Rule 5 

Rule 6 



SPECIAL SESSlONS 

Summoning by thr Cmrral Assmtbly 
Rule? 

The General Ambly may fix a Qte for a rptdal rwlon. 

Summoning on rrqrrst from thr Socntity Conneil or Mmbm 
Rub8 

Special ne4onr of the General Auanbly ahall be held within fifteen dayr 
of the receipt by the S-General of a request for ruch a se&n from 
the Security Council, or of a requut from a majority of the Member8 of the 
United Nations, or of the concurrence of a majority of Members PI provided 
in rule 9. 

R#qvrst by bfmbws 
nab9 

Any Member of the United Nationa may uut the Secretary-Genenl 
to Inunmon a s ‘al wrion. The Secretary 

r 
Ten eral &all immediately 

inform the other anherr of the United Nationr of the requert and inquire 
whether they concur in it. If within this dayr of the date of the communi- 
cation of the Secretary-General a majo ty of the Mu&err concur in the 
request, a special emion of the General AsKmbly rhall be rummoned in 
accordance with rule 8. 

Notificotior of srssior 
Bade 10 

The Secretary-General &all nodfy the Members of the United Nations 
at leut fourteen da 
attherquutof x 

8 in advance of the opening of 8 Ipedal Huion nunma 
eSecurity&nmdl,md atlruttenday~inadvance,in 

t~cwofarequsrtbyamrjorityotthekanknorthe-rrsnccotr 
majority in the kequeat of any Member. 

REGULAR AND SPlK!IAL SESS10NS 

Notification to other imdics 
Rule 11 

Copies of the notice sunmloning each session shall Ile addressed to all 
other principal organs of the IJnited Nations and to the specialized agencies 
referred to in Article 57, paragraph 2, of the Charter. 

2 
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bin fifteen day: 
a 8cadi.3n from 

Ucmbcrr of the 
era aa provided 

SCrCtSUpGCld 
pll immcdiateiy 
rest and inquin 
>f the communi- 
I concur in the 
t 8ummoncd in 

United Nations 
!odon aumm oncd 
‘0 in8dv8ncc,in 
concurmlcc of a 

addressed to 311 
ecialized agencies 

II. AGENDA 

nab 18 
The provi&mal agenda for a regular -ion shall bc drawn up by the 

S~tary-Gcncral and communiuted to the Manbern of the United Natknu 
at lcut dxty drya before the opening of the don. 

ltdo 18 
The provMonal agenda of a regular -ion &all include: 
(o) Report of the Sccrctary-Gcnd on the work of the OrganiWioa ; 
0) Rsportr fr- $ ~~~~;y$~b coundl 

’ the Trustcc~hip Coundl, 
the International Court of Jurdcc, 
the rubsidiuy o of the Gcncral Auanbly, 
ipcdM agcn u (when such reporta are called for 7 

under agrccmcnta cntcrcd into) ; 
(c) AU itanr the indurkm of which hu been ordered by the Gcn& 

Auembly at a previ~ acuion ; 
(d) $;lliE proporcd by the other prindpd organa of the United 

(8) All itA propescd by any Member of the United Natknu ; 
(5) AU itcnu pcrhining to thi budget for the next financial year and 

thcrcpoltonthc8ccoun~forthclut6lund8lyc8r; 

(A) All itcma proflyd 
by St8ta not 

under &de 35 paragraph 2, of the Chutcr 
embcra of the United krtionr. 

Supplmmt#y itstns 
Rule 14 

Any Member or principal organ of the United Nations or the Secretary- 
General may, at least thirty days before the date fixed for the opening of a 
regular session, rctluest the inclusion of supplementary items in the agenda. 
These items shall Ix placed on a supplementary list, which shall he commu- 
nicated to the Members of the United Nations at least twenty days before 
the date fixvtl for the opening of the session. 

3 



Additionid itm.s 
Rnlo 1s 

Additional items of an important and ut ent 
icclusion in the agenda less than thirty days bc ore the opening of a rc f  

character, proposed for 
par 

stsaion or during a regular session! may be placed on the agenda, I ,the 
General Assembly so decides by a majority of the Mcmbcrr present and votm@ 
No additional item may be considered until scvcil days have elapsed since rt 
wu placed on the a 
majority of the Mcm %E 

nda, unless the General Assembly, by a two-thirds 
rs present and voting, decides othcrwlsc, and until a 

committee hm rcportcd upon the question concerned. 

I 
SPECIAL SSSSIONS 

Provisiond agmdo 
RPle 16 

The provisional agenda of a special semion, summoned at the rqucst of 
the Security Council, shall be communicated to the Members of the United 
Nation at least fourteen days before the opening of the session. The 
sional agenda of a special scasion summoned at the rcqucst of a 
the Mcmbcrs, or the concurrence of a majority in the request of any 
shall be communicated at least ten days before the opening of the session. 

Rule 17 
The provirional agenda for a s ial scsalon shall consirt on1 of thaw 

itcms proposcd for consideration in t c rqucst for the holding of t r E c session. 

Rule 18 
Any Member or principal or 

General may, at 1-t four days I2 
of the United Nations or the Sccrctary- 

F 

ore the date &cd for the opening of a 
~umn, rcqucst the inclusion of rupplcmcnta 

uch items ahall.bc placed on a su 
itemn in the agenda. 

catcd to the Members of the Unit c& 
lcmcntrry lirt w x ich shall bc communi- 
ations as soon as possible. 

Additional itmw 

rl session itenu on the au 
to the agenda by a two-t Rp 

tcmentary lirt and additional 
rds majority of the Mcmbcrn 

A, 

to 
to 
of 

A, 

b 
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-I 
rcter, proposed for 
pcning of a r!plar 
1 the agenda, I the 
present and voting. 

we elapsed since it 
y, by a two-thirds 
prwtse, and until a 

ed at the request of 
lbers of the United 

onht onl of those 
dding of t ii e session. 

as or the Secretory- 
or the opening of a 
terns in the agenda. 
I ahall be communi- 
txribla. 

g list and addkid 
fity of the Members 

Approvd oj thr agenda 

At each session the 
lIrda 31 

together with the report of t 
revisional agenda and the su plementary list, 

K e General Committee thereon, s L 1 be submitted 
to the General Assembly for approval as soon as possible after the opening 
of the session. 

Amendmmt and d&ion of itow 
Rule 33 

Items on the agenda may be amended or deleted by the Crrneral Assembly 
by a majority of the Members present and voting. 

Dtbatr on inclusion of items I 
Rule35 

Debate on the inclusion of an item in the da, when that item has 
been recommended for inclusion by the General T ommittee, shall be limited I 
to three speakers in favour of and three against the inclusion. The President 
may limit the time to be allowed to speakers under this rule. 

I 
Modi$catba of thr allocation of rx@n.ws 

Rule34 
No 

being in orce shall be placed on the agenda unless it has P 
reposal for a modification of the allocation of ex 

En 
w&:$:2 

to the Members of the United Nations at least ninety days before the date 
fixed for the opening of the session. 

III. DELEGATIONS 

compodtion 
Rule 35’ 

The de1 tion of a Member &all consist of not more than five repre- 
sent&es an five alternate representatives, and aa many advirn, technical $ 
advisers, experts and persons of similar rtatus as may be required by the 
delegation. 



IV. CREDENTIALS 

Wmisslon of cv.dmtM 
Ruha7 

The vedentials of r re~~entatives, and the nun- of membem of a 
delegation &all be eubmitt 3 to the Secrecy-General if pouiblc not lea than 
me week before the date fixed for the openi of the ee~ion. The credentialr 
hall be i~ued either b the Head of the 
Minirter for Foreign Au&in. 

7 tate or Government or by the 

Cwdmridc Comndttrr 
Rub 38 

A Credentiala Committee lall be appointed at the beginning of each 
~euion. It ahall conriet of nine memben, who #hall he appointed b the 
General Alsanbl ahaJelect 
ito own officem. f 

on the propoeal of the President. The Committee 
t hall examine the credentilr of repmtativee end report 

without delay. 

PrW admidon to 0 s&on 
Rub39 

Any repruentative to whose rdmi~ion a Member haa mrdzl;$G 
ahall be seated providonally with the rune righta M other 
until the Credentialr Committee hr reported and the General “AI membly & 
given lta dedrion. 

V. PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS 

At the opening of each -ion of the General Aeeembly the Chairmen of 
that del tion from which the Preeident of the previous ee&m WPI elected 
[hall prea de until the General Auanbly hu elected a P&dent for the sea&n. T 

El8ctlous 
RuIe 81 

The General Auembly ahall elect a Preeident and KYCII Vice-Pnridentq 
-who ahall hold office until the clore of the aeuion at which they are elected. 
The Vice-P&dents rhall be elected, after the election of the Chairmen of 
the #ix Main Committeea referred to in rule 99, on the baeir of emuring the 
representative ehar”aetCr of the &nefal Committee. 

Acting President 

Rule 32 [IOS] 
If the President finds it necessary to he absent during a meeting or any 

purl thereof, he shall appoint one of the Vice-Presidents to take his place. 

‘Rule based directly on a provision of the Charter (Article 21, second sentrmx). 
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Rob88 [los] 
A Vice-President acting as President &all have the same powerr and 

dutiu u the Prerident. 

Iben of a I R@acmmt of thr Prc 

Ior by the be elected for the unexpired term. 

kg of each 
ed b 

r 
the 

!abal elect 
;md report 

b objection 
p8CllltdVU, 
pembly hi 

I f  the 

ddmt 
?lle 84 [los] 

P&dent ia unable to perform his functions, a new President &all 
a 

Cmwol powers of the Prddmt 
Rule 88 [106] 

In addition to exerciring the powerr which are conferred upon him elrc- 
where by thue ruler, the Pretident shall d &re the yenhg, and .&i&g of 
each plenary meeting of the -ion, shall direct the llcuss1ons m plenary 
meeting, ensure observance of there ruler, accord the right to rpeak, put 
questiona and announce deciaionr. He &all rule on p&ta of order, and, 
rubject to the= rule, &all have complete control of the proceeding at any 
meeting and over the maintenance of order thereat. The President may, in 
the couree of the dirmuion of an item, 
liii~~~the time to be allowed to 8 

p 
err, the liiitation of the number 

of 
reoentative may rpeak on any question, the clo~un of the bet 

‘R”k” “R ~~tothe;t~~; 

or t e closure of the debate. He may also pr 
or t e adjournment of the meeting or the adjournment o the debate on the 
item under dilcuuion. 

I 

RukJ86[107] 
The P&dent, in the exercise of hi, functiona, remain8 under the author- 

ity of the General Auembly. 

-Piuidellt# 
Lre elected.l 
rhairmell of 
,nmwing the 

Tha Prrridmt shd not votr 
Rule 87 [MM] 

The President, or Vice-President acting u President, &all not vote but 
&all appoint another member of his delegation to vote in hir place. 

VI. GENERAL COMMITTEE 

couiposfth 
Rd.88 

The General Committee rhall con&t of fourteen member8 no two of 
whom shall be members of the same delegation, and shall be so constituted as 
to ensure its representative character. It shall comprise the President of the 
(kneral Assembly! who shall preside, the srven Vice-i’rcsitlmts and the* 
Chairmen of the SIX Main Committees. Chairmeo of other committees upon 
wnich all Members have the right to be represented and which are established 
by the General AssemYy to meet during the session, shall be entitled to attend 
lneetinqs of the General Committee and may participatr without vote in the 
discussions. 

7 



Rule 89 
If a Vice-President of the General Assembly finds it necessary to be 

absent during a meeting of the General Committee he may designate a 
member of his delegation as hi8 substitute. A Chairman of a Main Committee 
shall, in case of absence, designate the Vice-Chairman of the Committee as 
his substitute. A Vice-Chairman shall not have the right to vote if he is of the 
same delegation as another member of the Committee. 

Flmctions 
Rde48 

The Genera1 Committee shall, at the beginning of each session, consider 
the provisional agenda, together with the su 
recommendations to the General Assembly 

lanentary list, and shall make 
w# regard to each item pposed, 

c?ceming its inclusion in the a@a, the rejection of the request or inclu- 
mm,  or the inclusion of the item in the provirmnal a da of a future searion 
It shall, in the same manner, examine requests for ~inclurion t of additional 
items in the agenda, and shall make recommendations thereon to the General 
Assembly. In considering matters relating to the agenda of the General 
Assembly, the General Committee shall not discurr the 8UbrbUX of an 
except in so far as thir bears u n the question whether the Genera r 

item, 

r 
Com- 

‘d;ttt should recommend the inc urion of the item In the agenda, the rejection 

agenda o a future session, and what priority should be accorded to an item “p 
uest for inclusion, or the inclusion of the item in the provisional 

the inclusion of which has been recommended. 

Rule 41 
The General Committee shall make recommendations to the General 

Awmbly concemin 
President and the e 

the closing date of the session. It shall assist the 

ii!! 

eneral Assembly in dnwin 
f  

up the agenda for each 
meeting, in determining the priority of its tema, and in the co-ordina- 
the proceedings of all committees of the General Assembly. It shall 

asrist the President in the general conduct of the work of the General Auem- 
bly which falls within the competence of the Prerident. It shall not, however, 
dedde any political question. 

Rl8b48 
The General Committee shall meet 

to review the progress of the General R 
rlodically throughout each session 

ssanbly and its committeea and to 
recamdationr for furthering such progreu. It shall also meet at 

such other timer as the President deems necessary or upon the request of any 
other of ita lnembers. 

A Memlxr of the General Asscmhly which has no reprrsrntxtive on the 
General Committee, and which has requested the inclusion of ;m item in the 
agenda, shall he entitled to atkntl any meeting of the (;eneral Committer nt 
which its request is tlisrli~4, atltl may particilulc, with~~ctt vok, ill the alis- 
russion of that item. 
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The General Committee may revise the resolutions adopted by the 
Cnneral Assembly, changing their form but not their substance. Any such 
changes shall be reported to the General Assembly for its consideration. 

VII. SECRETARIAT 

Rule 45 
The Secretary-General shall act in that capacity in all meetings of the 

General Assembly,’ its committees and sub-committees. He may designate a 
member of the staff to act in his place at these meetings. 

Rule46 
The Secretary-General shall provide and direct the staff required b 

the General Assembly and any committees or subsidiary organs which t r 
may establish. 

The Secretary-General shall make an annual report, and such au le- 
mentary reports as are required, to the General Assembly on the work OQpthe 
0rganisation.l He shall communiute the annual report to the Members of 
the United Nations at least forty-five days before the opening of the session. 

Notifidon WI&Y Arti& 12 01 thr Chorrrr 

Rule 4v 
The Socrrtrr 

shall notify the c? 
-Oonrrrl, with the conaent of the Security Council, 
eneral Assembly at each session of any matters rela- 

tive to the maintenance of international peace and security which are 
being dealt with by the Security Council, and shall similarly notify 
the General Assembly, or the Members of the United Nations if the 
General Assembly is not in session, immediately the Security Council 
ceases to deal with such matters. 



R&&ms conming the Setvtaiat 
Rule 300’ 

The General Assembly shall establish regulations concerning the eMI of 
the Secretariat. 

VIII. LANGUAGES 

Ofi& and working languages 
Rule 51 

Chinese, English, French, Russiau and Spanish ahall be the otXcial 
langu a 
Enghs , French and Spanish shall be the working languages. T 

of the General Assembly, itr committees and sub-committees. 

Inter@vtation from o working lmgmag~ 
RIda 52 

Speeches made in any of the working languages shall be interpreted into 
the other two working languages. 

Speeches made in either of the other two official languages shall be 
interpreted into the three working languages. 

In!wpmth from othn lmgqyrs 
RUleJW 

Language of summary records 
Rule 56 

Summary records shall he drawn np as soon as possihle in the official 
languages. 

---- 
‘Rule baled directly 011 a provision of the Charter (Article 101, paragraph I). 
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Laaguag~ of Journal 

The Iowmol of the 
hWW* 

Languagr of r~so111tions P 

All resolutions and ( 
in the official languages. 
document shall be made a 

Documents of the GC 
shall, if the General Assea 
than the oflicial languages 

verbatim records oi 
Secretariat and rubmitto 
President. Verb&m rrcc 
Main Committees atabli 
or subcanmittaes may de 

Resolutions adopted 
by the Secretary-General 
days after the temdnation 

X. PUBLIC AND PBI 

MEETINGS OF C 

General principles 

The meetings of tile 
h.! held in public unless t 
stances require that the I 
tnittees and sub-cornmitt 
conct,rned decides otherwl 



The Iovrnd of the General Assembly rhall be issued in the working 
hF4W. 

Langnag of rrsolvtionr and im@rtant documrsls 
Rub56 

All rerolutionr and other important documente shall be made available 
in the official languagea. Upon the request of an K ~~tative, any other 
document ahal1 be made avadable in any or ali of t e o clal languages. 

Pnblicatious in &ngwgm othn than thr oji&l languages 
nab 59 

Documentr of the General Assembly, itr committeea and subsommitteee, 
shall, if the General hmembly m decider, be published in any lrnquoqu other 
than the ofkial languagea. 

IX. RECORDS 

Rub66 
Verbatim record8 of all plenary meetfnge ahall be drawn up by the 

Secretariat and rubmitted to the General Auembl after approval by the 
P&dent. Verbatim recorde aheli alao be made or theproceedingeofthe 
Main Coounittee~ ertablirhed by the General Auembly. Other committees 
or rub-cunmitteea may decfde upon the form of their recorde. 

R~sotutiow 
Rub 61 

Ruolutionr adopted by the General Auembly shall be communicated 
by the Secretary-General to the Membera of the Umted Nation8 within fifteen 
dayr after the termination of the se&m. 

X. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MEETINGS : PLENARY MEETINGS ; 

MEETINGS OF COMMITTEES AND SUB-COMMITTEES 

General principles 
Rule 62 

The meetings of the General Assembl and its Main Committees shall 
lx held in public unless the body concerne d decides that exceptional cirrum- 
stances require that the meeting 1w held in private. Meetings of othrr com- 
mittees and sub-committees shall also be h&l in lwhlic unless the body 
cowwed decides otherwise. 

11 



Priwtr morting~ 
Rule68 

All decfdone of the General Amembly taken at a private meetin 
1 

&all 
be announced at an early public meeting of the General Assembly. t the 
clore of each private meeting of the Main Committeea, other committees and 
rub-committees, the Chairman may issue a communiquC through the 
Secretary-General. 

XI. MINUTE OF SILENT PRAYER OR MEDITATION 

Invitation to dmt fmayrr or mrdilotion 
Rule66 

Immediately after the “p” In of the first plenary meeting and immedi- 
ately preceding the closing o the 

9[ 
nal plenary meeting of each semion of the 

General Amembly, the President shall invite the representatives to observe 
one minute of silence dedicated to prayer or meditation. 

XII. PLENARY MEETINGS 

CONDUCT OF BUIIINESS 

R8jun.t oj thr S8cr8kwy-G8wal 
nub66 

P 
F one of 

to refer any portion of the report of the Secretary-General to 
e Main Committees without debate shall be decided upon by the 

General Auetnbly without previous reference to the General Committee. 

The General Amanbly ahall not, unleu it decider otherwir, mahe a 
bnal dedalon upon an 
of a committee on that 1 

item on the affenda until it haa received the report 
tern. 

Dimudon of a report of a Main Committee In a ffnary IneetQd;: 
General Aeaetnbly rhall take place if at leaat one-t rd of the 
pnwnt and voting at the plenary meeting consider such a discussion to be 
necessary. Any proposal to this effect sl~:~ll not I,e dehatcd, but shall be imme- 
diately put to the vote. 

Quorum 
Rule 68 [108] 

A majority of tlw i\leu~l~crs of the (heral Assembly shall constitute a 
quorum. 
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Rule 69 [109] 
No representative may address the General Assembl without havin 

previously obtained the permission of the President. The Fy call resident shall 
upon speakers in the order in which they signify their desire to speak, The 
President may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevant to the 
subject under discussion. 

P*8C8hlC8 

Rule 70 [llO] 
The Chairman and the Rapporteur of a committee may be accorded 

precedence for the purpose of explaining the conclusion arrived at by their 
committee. 

Statnnmts by thr Sucrrtmkt 
Rule 71 [111] 

The Secretary-General, or a member of the Secretariat design&d by 
him as his representative, may, at any time, make either oral or written state- 
ments to the General Assembly concerning any question under consideration 
by it. 

Points oj or&r 
Rule 73 [112] 

F 

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may rise to a 
int af order, and the point of order shall be immediately decided by the 

&dent in accordance with the rules of procedure. A n 
appeal against the ruling of the President. The appeal sha B 

resentative may 
be immediately 

put to the vote and the President’s ruling shall stand unless overruled by a 
majorit of the Members resent and voting. A representative rising to a 
pointor d 01 it er may not spea on the substance of the matter under discussion. 

The Genonl Assembly may limit tho time to be allowed to each rpaaker 
and the number of timer each reprwentative may rpeak on any uudon. 
When debate is limited and a representative has tpoken his allotted t me, P the 
President shall call him to order without delay. 

(‘losing of lid of speakers 

Rule 74 [114] 
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Adjoummurt of dobotr 
nab 75 [llS] 

Closurr of drbatr 
Rule 76 [116J 

A representative ma 
item under diecurrion, 

eurpauion or the adjournment o r 
matter, l repreeentative may move the 

the meeting. Such motiw &all not be 
During the diecuuion of an 

debated, but #hall be immediately put to the vote. The Preeident may limit 
the time to be allowed to the ape&et moving the rurpenrion or edjoumment 
of the meeting. 

Order of brocrdnrd motiow . . 
Rmle 78 [118] 

Subject to rule 72, the motion8 ahd have recedcncc in the 
following order over all othe or motione before ti e meeting: 

item under diecuuion ; 
on the item under diecueeion. 

PrO$& ad amo8dmullr 
RIIIO 79 [119] 

Proposals and amendments shall normally be introduced in writing and 
handed to the Secretary-General, who shall circulate copies to the delegations. 
As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to the vote at any 
meeting of the General Asserubly unless copies of it have hecn circulated to 
all delegations not later than the day preceding the meeting. The President 
nlay, however. permit the discussion and consideration of amendments, or of 
tnutions as to procedure, even though these anwntln~ents and nlotions have 
not IJCCII circulated or have only been circulated the same day. 
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,daIuinthI 
I matting: 

I in writing and 
the delegations. 

i the vote at an7 
en circulated to 
, The President 
rndments, or of 
tl motions have 

Dddons on com#rtmcr 
Rule 00 [110] 

Subject to rule 78, any motion calling for a de&ion on the competence 
of the General Aoaembly to adopt a propoaai submitted to it &ail be put to 
the vote before a vote ir taken on the proposal in question. 

WitMrawol of motions 
Rule 81 [lal] 

A motion may be withdrawn by ita reposer at any time before voting on 
it hu commenced, provided that the mot on haa not been amended. A motfon P 
which haa thur bee-n withdrawn may be reintroduced by any Member. 

Reconsidrrotion of jropo~dc 
Rule 82 [lao] Rule 82 [lao] 

When a propoul hu been adopted or rejected it may not be reconsidered When a propoul hu been adopted or rejected it may not be reconsidered 
at the ume K&II unierr the General Aarembly, by a two-thirds majority of at the ume K&II unierr the General Aarembly, by a two-thirds majority of 
the Member8 present and voting, 80 decides. Permission to speak on a motion the Member8 present and voting, 80 decides. Permission to speak on a motion 
to reconrider~rhall be accorded only to two speakers oppoiing the motion, 
after which it &all be immediately put to the vote. 

VOTlNO 

votillg rights 

Rule 82’ [128] 
Each Munbu of the Qenrral Aarombly &all have one vote. 

Two-thirds majtity 

Dacirionr of the Qenrrai Auombiy on important quntionr ahall 
ba mrdr br a two-thirdr majority of thr Mornbarr prrrrnt and voting. 
Thrr queationr ahail include: recommendationa with rrrprct to thr 
maiatmancr of intrrnational prrcr and racurit 
non- 

& 
rrmanrnt manborr of thr Security Count 1, thr airction of thr Y 

thr election of thr 

man rr of thr Economic and Soclrl Council, thr l iaction of munbon 
of thr Truatrrrhlp Council in aacordancr with paragraph I c of Articir 
# of tbr Cbutrr, the rdmirlon of naw Wanban to thr United Nation& 
thr ata 
don of c 

ndon of the rlghta and prfvlirgr of mamborrhip, the rxpul- 
ombmrr, qurrtlona rohtin~ to tiu oporrtion of thr Trurtooahlp 

Ilyatan, and budptary quntionr. 

Simply mojon’ty 
Rule 85’ [I241 

Decisions of the General Assembly on questions other than those 
provided for in rule 84, including the determination of additional cate- 
gories of questions to be decided by a two-thirds majority, shall be 
made by a majority of the Members present and voting. 



Meoning of the rxprrssion “Mcmbws prssrnt and voting” 
RUIO 86 [ll?S] 

For the purpore of thelle r&8, the phra8e “Members resent and votin ” 
mean8 Member8 ca8ting an affirmative or negative vote. if t. ember8 which a 
8t8in from voting are conridered a8 not voting. 

Method of voting 
RuIs 87 [116] 

The General A88embly shall normally vote b show of hands or b rtand- 
ing, but my reprermtative may requert a roll-cal~ The roll-call shall & taken 
in the En li8h alphabetical order of the namea of the Memb-err, 
with the d ember whoar: name ir drawn b 

beginnin 

each &mber ahd be c&d in any roha 1 and one of it8 repre8entative8 ahd r 
lot by the President. The name o f  

rep1 
in t K 

“Yea”, “No” or “Abstention”. The result of the voting shall be inserted 
e record in the English alphabetical order of the namea of the Memben. 

Conduct during voting 
RuIe 88 [la?] 

After the President ha8 announced the beginning of voting, no repre8enta- 
tive ahd interru 
actual conduct o P 

t the voting except on 8 point of order in connexion with the 
the voting. The P&dent may permit Members to explain 

thdr vote8, dther before or after the voting, exe 
secret ballot. The President may limit the time to 

f  when the vote ia taken by 
% allowed for ruch explana- 

tionr. The Prerident ahall not permit the propo8er of a proposal or of an 
amendment to explain hi8 vote on his own proposal or amendment. 

Divkion of proposals and amrndvwnta 
Rule 89 [la81 

vothlg on wrundmmts 
Rob 96 lI391 

When an amendment ir moved to ; pro&l, the amendment ahall be 
voted on hat. When two or more amendment8 are moved to a ptoporal, the 
General Assembly ahall first vote on the amendment furthest removed in 
substance from the original pr ~posal and then on the amendment next furthest 
removed therefrom, and so on, until all the amendments have been put to the 
vote. Where, however, the adoption of one amendment necessarily implies thr 
rejection of another amendment, the latter amendmrnt shall not IX put tn thr 
vote. If one or more amendments are adopted, the amended proposal shall then 
be voted upor.. A motion is considrretl an nmentlmrnt to a proposal if it 
merely adds to, tit-lctcs from or revises part of that proposal. 
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~proposal shall then 
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votiflg 0). propoJok 
Rale 91 [180] 

If two or more 
bl 

roposals relate to the same question, the General Amem- 

w %* 
&all, unless it ecides otherwiae, vote on the pro B la in the order in 

lch they have been submitted. The General Aasemb y  may, after each vote p”” 
on a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal. 

Elrctionc 
Rule 92 [103] 

All elections &all be held by recret ballot. There &all be no nomination,. 

Rula 98 [181] 

When “t One p” 
rIon or Member ia to be elected and no candidate 

obtains in the rst bal ot the majority r 
which &all be restricted to the two can 

uired, a second ballot shall be taken 
% dater obtainin the 

of votes. If  in the recond ballot the voter are ‘~“ally dijded, %A?$ 
is required, the President shall decide between t e candidatea by drawi loti. 
I f  a two-thirds majority ir required, the balloting Bhall be contmucd unt I “f one 
candidate aecurea two-thirdr of the voter cast; rovided that, after the third 
inconclusive ballot, voter may be cast for any e igible pemon or Member. If  P 
three ouch unrestricted ballota are inconclusive, the next three ballots shall 
be re&cted to the two candidatea who obtained the greatest number of votes 
in the third of the unrestricted ballots, and the following three ballots there- 
after ahall b, unrestricted, and so on until a prpon or Member is elected. 
Th;y4 

! 
rovfalons ahall not prejudice the apphcatton of ruler 142, 143, 145 

Rule 95 [132] 
If a vote is equally divided on matters other thpn elections, a second wtr 

shall he taken at a sulwquent meeting which shall he hekl within forty-eight 
hours of the first vote. and it shall IX expressly ment;oned in the agenda that 
a second vote will he taken on the matter in question. If this vote also results 
in equality, the proposal ~!::tll IIC’ wgardrd as rejected. 
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XIII. COMMITTEES 

CRMTION, OFFICERS, ETC. 

The General Assembly may set up such commirteer M it deemr necessary 
for the performance of itr functfong. 

Rule 97 
Itemr relating to the wne caterrf subjects shall be referred to the 

committee or cornmitt- dealing wit t t category of aubjectr. Committees 
rhall not Introduce new items on their own initiative. 

Priorilirs 
Rule 98 

Each Main Committee, taking into account the target date for the closing 
of the Kuion tied b the General Auanbly on the recommendation of the 
Geneml Committee, I Ll 1 adopt ftr own riorltiea and meet u may be necea- 
ury to complete the conddemtion of the terns referred to it. P 

iudu Cornmittrrs 
Rulo99 

The Main Commltteer of the General Assembly are : 
(1) Polltlcal and Security Committee (including the regulation of arma- 

1 ma%i Economic and Flnan~al Committee : 
. 

Rule 101 
Upon designation by the Chairman of the de!rgation, *dviscrs, technical 

advisers, experts or persons of similar status may act as members of com- 
mittees. Persons of this status shall not, however, trnlcss designated as altcr- 
natc representatives, he eligible for appointment as Chairmen, Vtce-Chairmen 
or Rapportetrrs of committew or for seats in the General Assembly. 
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‘s, technical 
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Each committee may ret up &-committeer, which ahall elect their own 
o8icen. 

OjiCWS 
Rule 108 [911 

Euh committee rhall elect ib own &kman, Vice-Chairman and 
Ra 
gra 
2 

rteur. These officer8 ahall be elected on the bnsir of equitable 
crl distribution, 01 dence and penonal competence. Thue elect otu f” 

I 1 be held by secret bal ot. p” 

Thr Clbi*mcm of Q Main Committrr shdl rot wt. 
RUIO 104 [87] 

The Chairman of a Main Committee ahall not vote but another member 
of hi1 delegation may vote in hir place. 

Rub 105 waJM1 
I f  the Chaiman fin& h necemary to be ab&t d 

put thereof, the Vice-Chairman ahall take Mr ilace. A V eosd 9 
01 Chainnu~ Aail have the ume powerr and utiu u the Chairman. If  an 
otlker of the committee ir unable to perform hi1 fkxtiom, a new of&er hd a 
be elected for the unexpired term. 

Fmutions of thr Choir 
Rule 106 t851 

Ealo107 [a61 
The Chairma& in the exercir of hir functiona, remafam under &I 

authority of the committee. 

CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

Quorum 
Rule 108 [68] 

One third of the members of a committee shall constitute a quorum. The 
presence of a majority of the members of the committee is, however, requires 
for a question to It * put to the vote. 

19 



S/wcho8 
Rule 109 [69] 

No re 
t! 
renentative may addrear the committee without havin 

obtained t e permirrion of the Chairman. The Chairman aha B 
previourly 
call upon 

rpeaken in the order in which they rignify their desire to speak. The Chair- 
man ma 
under 

call a speaker to order if hia remark8 are not relevant to the subject 
d acuuion. r 

The Chairman and the Rapporteur of a committee or sub-committee 
may be accorded precedence for the purpose of explaining the conclusion 
orrIved at by their committee or rub-committee. 

I - 
I 

Rule 111 [71] 
The Seen 

T 
-General, or a member of the Secretariat designated by him 

I 

WI hir representa ve, may, at any 4 ,ne, make oral or written rtatements to any 
committee or rub-committee conctming any question under conrideration by it. 

poinrs of ofdu 
Rule 112 [?!a] 

During the dincurrion of any mutter, a 
2 

renentative 
of order, and the int of order shall be imm 

may rim to a point 

in accordance wr 
iately decided by the Chairman 

th the rulea of procedure. A re reaen,tative ,ma appeal 
hi e&zhedmtilG the $hairman. The appeal I 1 be muntite y put to r 

rman I ruling rhall rtand unlclla overruled by a majority 
of the me&en present and votin 

f 
. 

may not epeak on the rubrtance o 
A representative riring to a point of order 

the matter under diacuuion. 

Closing of list of speakers 
Rule 114 [74] 

During the course of a debate the Chairman may ammunce the list of 
speakers and, with the consent of the committee, declare the list closed. IIe 
may, liowever, accord the right of reI)ly to any ~KYIIIJCT if a S~KTXII tlelivcrrtl 
after he has declared thr list closed makes this dcsirahlr. 
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irice to a point 
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point of order 
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we the list of 
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Rds 115 [?Q] 
During the diacuwion of any matter, a reprerentative ma move the 

adjournment of the debate on the item under diccusrion. In ad d: Ition to the 

SF 
r of the motion, two r 

“R 
reKntativer may I 

r 
in favour of, and two 

nrt, the motion, after whit the motion chall immediately put to the 
voo; The Chairman may limit the time to bc allowed to cpcakera under thic 

Closnrr of drborr 
llde 116 [76] 

A rcprcccntativc ma 
item under diacuadon, K 

at any time move the clorurc of the debate on the 
w ether or not any other rcprcuntative hat rignificd 

hb wirh to cpcak. Permiraion to tpcak on the clocun of the debate rhall be 
accorded only to two cpcakcrr oppoc 

‘“f 
the clocurc, after which the motion 

&all bc inuncdictely put to the vote. f  the committee ia in favour of the 
closure, the Chairman &all declare the closure of the debate. The Chairman 
may limit the time to bc allowed to rpcakera under thir rule. 

Suspossion or adjoummmt of thr mrrticcg 
RUIS 117 [77] 

ruapcnrion or the adjournment o 7 
matter, a rcprcccntative may move the 

the meeting. Such motions &all not bc 
During the diccuccion of an 

dcbatcd, but &all bc immcdiatcly put to the vote. The Chairman may limft 
the time to bc allowed to the rpcaker moving the surpcncion or adjournment 
of the meeting. 

Ordn of #roc&wd cnotiom 
Rals 118 [78] 

Subject to rule 112, the following motionr ahall have precedence in the 
following order over all other propoulr or motionr bcforc the mating: 

Propod ad ommdm0nlr 
Rule 119 [79] 

Proposals and amendments shall normally be introduced in writing and 
handed to the Secretary-General, who shall circulate copies to the delegations. 
As a general rule, no proposal shall be discussed or put to the vote at any 
meeting of the committee unless copies of it have been circulated to all dele- 
gations r.ot later than the day preceding the meeting. The Chairman may, 
however, permit the discussion and consideration of amendments, or of 
[notions a,s to procedure, even though the,,cb amendments and motions have 
Tut been circulated or have only ken circulated the same day. 
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Subject to rule 118, any motion calling for a de&ion on the competence 
of the General Amembl or the committee to ad 
shall be put to the vote L SK 

t a proposal submitted to it 
fore a vote ir taken on t e proposal in quation. 

wMl&uwd of moti0n.r 
Rub 121 [81] Rub 121 [81] 

A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before voti A motion may be withdrawn by its proposer at any time before voti 
on it has commenced, rovlded that the motion has not been amended. on it has commenced, rovlded that the motion has not been amended. T T 
motion which has thus motion which has thus Len Len withdrawn may be reintroduced by any member. withdrawn may be reintroduced by any member. 

Ramsidworion of proposds 
Rule 122 [82] 

When I pro@ haa been adopted or rejected it may not be recon- 
side4 at the aame oesaion unlem the committee, by a two&Ma majority of 
the membera present and voting, 10 decider. Permiuion to apeak on a motion 
to reconrider shall be accorded only to two spes!cers opposing the motion, after 
which it ahall be immediitely put to the vote. 

VOTINO 

voting *Ma 

Rub 128 pa] 
Each member of the committee &all have one vote. 

Majwity r#qnir#d 
nabla4 [as] 

De&ions in the committeea of the General Aaaembly shall be made by 
a majority of t+ manben pre4ent and voting. 

Forthe rpowrofthucrulu,thenhrue”man~preeantand ’ 
meuumem ncutlnganaannatiwornagatiwvote. bfdlaMw it 9 

~ ab#t8&lfromvot&g&recoiuideredutivatiag. 

Rub 126 [87] 
The committee shall normally vote by show of hands or b 

any representative may request a roll-call. The roll-call shall L 
standing, but 
taken m the 

English alphaktical order of the ?a..,es of the members, beginning with the 
member whose name is drawn by lot by the Chairman. The name of each 
member shall be called ill any roll-call and he shall reply “Yes”, “KU” or 
“Abstention”. The result of the voting shall beg inserted in the record in the 
English alphabetical order of the names of the members. 
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sentative shall interrupt tl 
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When an amendmen 
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committee hall tint vote 
from the original propoe@ 
therefrom, and M on, un 
Where, however, the adq 
tion of another amendmer 
I f  one or more amendmel 
voted upon. A motion in 
addr to, delete8 from or n 
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After the Chairman has announced the beginning of voting, no repre- 
sentative shall interrupt the voting except on a point of order in connexion 
with the actual conduct of the voting. The Chairman may permit members to 
explafn thefr votea, either before or after the votfn 
taken by secret ballot. The Chairman may limit t & 

except when the vote is 
e time to be allowed for 

such explanations. The Chairman shall not permit the proposer of a proposal 
or of an amendment to explain hi, vote on his own propoml or amendment. 

Division of proposah and anundnunts 
Rule 118 [89] 

A representative may move that parts of a 

*‘-*-Yf- la’ 
tel . I f  objection ir m J 

ropoaal or of an amendment 

the motmn for di lion a 
e to the reque& for division, 

I he voted upon. Permiuion to apeak on the 
motion for divirion shall be given on1 to two speakers in favour and two 
speakers against. I f  the motion for ivision ir carried, those parts of the d 

prT 
sal or of the amendment which are subaquently approved ohall be put 

to t e vote sd a whole. If  all operative parts of the 
ment have been rejected, the proposal or the amen 8 

ropoaal or of the amend- 
ment ahall be conridered 

to have heen rejected aa a whole. 

Voting on 4nwndmrrts 
Rule 119 po] 

When an amendment ir moved to a proposal, the amendment shall he 
voted on brat. When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, the 
committee rhall firat vote on the amendment furthcrt removed in aub&ance 
from the original prapoul and then on the amendment next furthest moved 
therefrom, and 10 on, until all the amendmentr have been put to the vote. 
Where, however, the adoption of one amendment neceraarily imp&a the rejec- 
tion of another amendment, the latter amendment ohall not be put to the vote. 
If  one or more amendment8 are adopted, the amended proparol &all then be 
voted upon. A motfon ia considered an amendment to a propoml if it merely 
addr to, delete1 from or rev&o part of that propoml. 

voting an proposllb 
Rule 189 191) 

unh it dedda 
I relate to the ume ue$f~~~~~~a~i, 

M, vote on the proposals In 
have been m~bmitted. A canmittae may, after each vote on a pmpoaal, ded d 
whether to vote on the next propoaal. 

EkCliOtlS 

Rule 131 [93] 
When on1 one person or mentl~er is to he elected and no candidate 

obtains in the x rat hallot the majority required, a second ballot shall be taken, 
which shall bc restricted to thp two r;tntlitl:~trs obt;~inillfi thr I:tr est numler 
of votes. If in thr second ballot the votrs are equally divitletl, nnc a majorit! ‘i 
is required, the Chairman shall drcide 1x-t +vccn the can:li~ rs by drawing lots. 
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I f  a vote is equally divided on matters other than elections, the proposal 
ahall be regarded aa rejected. 

XIV. ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

Any State which desires to become a Member of the United Nations shall 
submit an application to the Secretary-General. This application shall contain 
a declaration, made in a formal instrument, that it accepts the obligations 
contained in the Charter. 

Norijidion of oppiich 
Rule 184 

The Set 
3 

-General loll send for information a copy of the a lica- 
tion to the Gene Assembly, or to the Members of the Unrted Nations f the Pp 
General Assembly is not in session. 

Cd& ad d&don by thr Gmd Amvnbly 
Rmle18s 

Notification of derision and eflective date of mevtbrrship 
Role 137 

The Secretary-General shall inform the applicant State of the dccisioll 
of the General Assembly. If the application IS approved. mrmhership will 
hecome effective on the date on which thr I;cnernl Assembly takes its drci- 
#ion on the application. 
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XV. ELECTIONS TO PRINCIPAL ORGANS 

GBNLIIAL PROVISIONS 

Tetwu of o&r 
Rule 188 

Except as provided in rule 146, the term of office of member. of Councils 

and shaRiend o 
ohall be n on 1 

:. J 
anuary following their election by the General Assembly, 
1 December following the election of their successors. 

By-elections 
Rule 189 

Should a member cease to belong to a Council before his term of ofiice 
expires, a by-election sCal1 be held separately at the next session of the General 
Assembly to elect a member for the unexpired term. 

ELECTION OF THB SBCRICTARY-G~NBILAL 

When the Security Council has submitted its recommendation on the 
intment of the Secretary-General, the General Assembly &all consider 

“Rp” t e recommendation and vote upon it by secret ballot in private meeting. 

THE Srcurm COUNCIL 

Annd elections 
Rule 141' 

The General Assembly ahall each year, in the course of its regular session, 
elect three non-permanent members of the Security Council for a term of 
two year& 

In the election of non-permanent members of the Security Council, in 
accordance with Article 23, paragraph 1, of the Charter, due regard shall be 
specially paid, in the first instance, to the contrihntion of Members of the 
United Nations to the maintenance of international peace and security and 
to the other purposes of the Organization, and also to equitalk geographical 
distribution. 



RO-Oligibility 
Rub148' 

A retiring member of the Security Council rhall not be l llgiblo 
for immrdhtr rr-drctlon. 

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

Anrwl #l#CtiOns 

I 

Rule 1w 
The General Assembly shall each year, in the course of itr re lor rerdon, 

elect rix members of the Economic and Social Council for a term o three yew 5” 

I 
RI-&gibUi#y 

Rule 148’ 
A r&ring member of the Economic l d Social Council shell be 

rligiblr for immedirtr rr-rlrction. 

THE TRUSTSBSHIP COUNCIL 

occacionc for rlecriotas 
Rule146 

of rule 138, u if they had 
thdr election. 

A non-adminirterlng memkr of the Truateerhlp Council ahall be elated 
for a term of three yeare and &all be eligible for hnmedirte m-election. 

Voc#Kkr 
Rule 148 

At each session the General Asscmhly shall, in accordance with Article 
W, of the Charter, elect members to till any vacancies. 

‘Rule revrducing textually a provirion of the Charter (Article 23, tumgraph 2, last 
sentence). 

‘Rule ~XXI directly on a provision of the Charter (Article 61, paragraph 2). 
‘Rule reurwluciw tcxtwillv a vwiaim of the Charter (Article 61. rmragrar~h 2. last 

scntenrc). -. . -. 
‘Rule based directly 0t1 a yrwision of the Charter (Article 86, paragraph lc). 
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Tar INTERNATIONAL COURT OF Jwrrxclr 

Method of ofrction 
Rule 149 

The election of the member8 of the International Court of Justice shall 
take place in accordance with the Statute of the Court. 

rwance of the Statute 

XVI. ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS 

The General Auembly ahall utabliah requlationr for the financial admin- 
k&n of the United N&one. 

Bdimat08 of 0xp0adihur 
Rule159 

No resolution involvi 
XII 

expenditure ahell be recommended b 
r 

a com- 
mittee for approml by the ml Assembly unleu it ir accompan ed by an 
e&mate of qendituree prepared by the Secretary-General. No resolution in 
m of which expenditurcr are anticipated b the Secrete 
voted b the General Auembly untfl the Adm niatratfve an 

Ku 
r 7 

-General #hell be 
Budgetary Com- 

rtunity of rtatlng the efkt of the propowl upon the 
!$ bted Natfone. 

The Secretary-General &all keep all committeea Informed of the detailed 
dmabd CoNt of all reeolutfonr which have been 
mitteer for approveI by the General Auembly. 

recommended by the com- 

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Qwstions 
Rule 154 

The General Assembly shall appoint an Advisory Cornmitter on Admin- 
istrative and Rtrdgetary Questions (hrrcinafter called the “Atlvkory Con- 
mittee”), with a membership of nine, including at least two financial experts 
of recognized standing. 
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The member8 of the Advirory Committee, no two of whom &all be 
~tiondr of the name State, &all be selected on the basir of broad 
repremtation, pemonal qualifications and experience, and rha gteoonphia’ nerve for 
three yew correrpondinq to three handal yum, M defined in the regulationa 
for the finandal adminirtration of the United Nations. Memben rhall retire 
b 
dau 

rotation and ahall be eligible for reappointment. The two &a~~~z+zmze 
not retire rimultaneoualy. The General Assembly &all a 

P bera of the Advisory Committee at the regular session inun iately precedini 
the expiration of the term of office of the members, or, in cue of vacancies, 
at the next se&n. 

Fmutions of thr Advbory Commitlrr 
Rule 156 

The Advirory Committee shall be rer 
the budget of the United Nations, and a E 

risible for expert examination of 
I asdat the Administrative and 

zetuy Committ~ of the *eraI Aaaembly.. At the commencement of 

TF on the 
aeuion it &all rubmlt to the General Auembly a detailed report 

dget for the next financial year and on the accounta of the last 
finandd year. It dull alro examine on behalf of the General Assembly the 
admidtmtive budgetr of rpedalkd agenda and propoula for financial 
and bud@ary amngementr with ruch agender. It &all perform ruch other 
duties u may be wigned to it under the regulationa for the financial adminir- 
tration of the United Nation& 

The Genen3 Aucmbly shall appoint an expert Committee on Contribu- 
tionr, coMi#ting of ten members. 

coutpodtiou of the coinni&t#8 OM CouhlbwrloM 

Rd. Is8 

The membera of the Committee on Contdbutionr, no two of whom shall 
be nationals of the same State, shall be selected on the basis of broad geo- 
graphical representation, personal qualifications and experience, and shall 
serve for a riod of three 
defined in t e regulations or the financial administration of the Uuitcd % r 

ears corresponding to three financial years, as 

Nations. Members shall retire by rotation and shall be eligible fcr rcappoint- 
mew. The General Assembly shall appoint the members of thr Committee 
on Contributions at the regular session immediately preceding the expiration 
of the term of office of the members, or, in case of vacancies, at t,ae next session. 
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he commencement of 
ably a detailed report 
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* two of whom shall 
basis of broad geo- 
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: financial years, as 
[ion of the Unitctl 
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rding the cxpirntion 
, at Lie next session. 

Crmtion and rubs of procodurr 
Rule166 

TL Oonrral Aurmbly ma rrtabliah ruch l ubaldiu or uaa u 
it drome noceuuy for thr prr ormanco of ita functiona. I r Tfe rulea 
relatin to the 
ruler 55 and $ 

rocedure of committees of the Gener-’ Ambly, as well M 
, &all apply to the rocedure of an sub&liary organ, unk 

the General Auembly or the rubeid ary organ dect es otherwire. P d 

XVIII. INTERPRETATION AND AMENDMENTS 

Notm in irdic$ 
Rde 161 

The deacri tion of the ruler in the table of content8 and the notee in italic 
to these ruler I ial 1 be dirregarded in the interpretation of the rulee. 

bf#hd of omuldmrnf 
Rub163 

These rule of procedure ma be amended by a de&ion of the General 
Auembly taken by a majority or the Memkn pnwnt and voting, after a 
committee has reported on the propoWl amendment. 

I 
~PP~@yv@l@gP~g~~ypJpJ~&~~- 

Pending the adoption, under puagraph 4 of Article 62 of the Charter, of 
detlnite rulee for the calling of intemationd cmfemncea, the Eanamk and 

‘Rule reproducing textually a provlslon of the Charter (Artlclc 22). 
‘By resolution 366(W) of 3 December 1949, the Crrneral Assembly adopted rules 

far the calling of international conferences of States by the Economic and Social Council. 
Accordingly, the supplementary rule no longer applies to these conferences. However, it 
continues to apply to conferences not covered by the said rules (see on this point para- 
graph 20 of the rrport of the Sixttl C<mtnittee on this item (A/1165). In this connrxioo. 
attention is drawn to resolution 367(IV) of 3 December 1949 in which the General 
Assembly rcqucsted the Secretary-Gmeral to prepare, after consulting with the Council, 
draft rules for thr calling of tloll-gllvrrlltllrrltal confrrrntes, with a view to their study 
hy the Grnrral Awmhly. 
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So&l Coundl mey, efter due conrultetion with Member8 of the United 
Natlonr, call hWnhnal conferencea in amforndty with the I kit of Article 
62 on any matter wfthfn the canpetence of the Coundl, indu & g the follow- 
ing mettere: intemetional tale end employment; the equitable adjustment 
of pricee on the internetional m&et; lad health. 
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RE~OLUTXON ADOPTED BY TRE GI~NEML Asrrm~y 
AT IT8 FOIJRTEI REOUW 8E88ION 

I 

ANNEX I 

The General Assembly, at itr two hundred and thirty-sixth plenary meet- 
ing held on 22 October 1949, adopted the following resolution (362(IV)), 
prqti by the Sixth Committee : 

The Gmnd Amnbl~~, 
Hwimg t-8 

appointment o P 
wd to its rerolution 271 (III) of 29 A 
a Special Committee on Method8 and 

ril 1949 relating to the 
b rccedurer of the Gen- 

cml Auembly, 
Hodug co&dwrd the report of the Special Committees and the conclu- 

rions reached therein, 
rtance of adapting ita oqanization and proceduree to 

1. Exprrtsr~ itr eatirfaction with the work performed by the Spedal 
Committee on Method8 and Procedurea of the General Assembly ; 

2. A 
as ret fort t 

$mm the amendmenta end additiona to itr rulu of procedure, 
in annex I to the present re~lution ; 

3, &cidrJ that thy amendmenti and addition8 &all enter into force 
on 1 January 1950; 

4. APP*owa the recommendation8 and I 
mittee, u rat forth in annex II to the pmen’; 

q&edg8 of the special com- 

5, coruidns the8e mommed~titnu end rugge~tlo~ to be ueeful end 
worthy of conrideration by tie General &eembly end ita Committeee, and 
zrttattae Secretary-General to prepare l d 

recommendationr end 
ocumant embodying the ebove- 

IU don8 
T 

in convenient fonn for uee by the 
y&n,yWmittee and the delege on1 of Member Steter in the General 

; 
Cd- that the rtudy af factora affecthg the duration of Generel 

during future #ulotu of the 
Auemblyeeuioneehouldbe rau~~~ueeofthe~~geiaed 

EL 

w&&oNt pwjdc0 to my iIddath8 whicli Mamber stetea may t&e in 
thin f-P=4 

6. Reqm-sfs the Secretar:,-General to carry out appropriate studies 
and to submit, at such times as he may consider appropriate, suitable proposals 
for the improvement of the methods and procedures of the General Assembly 
and its Committees, including proposals to extend the use of mechanical and 
technical devices ; 
-- 

‘0 
P (A/93 1. 
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,  ANNEX II the “thoro 11 
Ition miaed “4 n 
Ito uccount the 
‘ption’ and the 
I and to submit 

hNXUhWDATIONS AND SUOOCSTIONS OF T ITS SPLCtAL COYYIfTlSC .ON 

Max-row AND Pnocmovr~% APPU~ BY THE GENIUL Asrlcvs~~ 

meeting to the detailed contidtrttim, article by article, oi 
Wga number of 
tatr of inttma- 

13.‘. The S 
mittew of the LsY 

Committee found that in the put aoma of the l&in Grin- 
eral Ausmbly had devoted a puticulul 

donal conwndonr. This was ewn the ase where tht,text of a convention had 
been drawn up by an international conference on which all Member Statea 

ted. hulbatll~ 
had shown 

It wu pointed out in thi8 connaion that cJxpericnce 
t a Main Committee, by the very fact of itr size, wu not prticu- 

lady 5ttd to d&t conventions, md that when it wu entrusted with the 
detdlad ,tudy of conventioru, it often did not hva time to dal uti&torily 
with the other questions for which it wu responsible. 

tonddtr -dona prepued 
14. Furthermore, when It is pqn& 7 the yz$y ,hould 

t mental representatives, or by con crences in whit all Members of the ‘T yy?“’ mted 
Nations have not bcern invited to take par:, it would be advisahle for the 
General Committee al:d the General Assembl to determine whether one of 
the Main Committees, especially the Legal z ommittce, would have enough 
time during the ses&rn to examiue these conventions in detail, or whether it 



flexible to sst up an ad hoc committee to undertake this study during 

If this’ls not possible, the Spedal Committee reconun~thrttheGe!n- 
eral Assembly should decide, after or without a general a&ate on the funda- 
Egftitid 

hef! 
1~ of the proposed convention, that an od hoc committee should 
to meet between sessions. Alternatively, the General Assembly 

might dedde to convene a conference of plenipoteut&ries between two of its 
own sessions, to study, negotiate, draft, and possibly sign, the convention. 
The umfuenct of plen!potentiaries might be empoweavd by the General 
Assembly to transmit the instruments directly to Governments for acqtmce 
or ratification. In this case too, the General Asssmbly might, at a subsequent 
session, express its general opinion on the convention resulting from the con- 
ference, and might recotv-end to Members its acceptance or ratification. 

Vith regard to the drafting of legal texts, the Special Committee strongly 
recomniends that small drafting committees should be resorted to whenever 
possible. 
. * . . 

20. In order that more frequent meetings of the General Committee 
~ should not delay the work of plenary and committee meetings, the Spedal 

Committee wishes to mention that it would be d&able for the General Com- 
mittee :o be enabled to meet, whenever necesmry, at the same time as the 

~ plenary or the Main C ommittees. 
could take the chair at 

(LI aucb cases, one of tht Vice-Presidents 

the Chairman at Maiv e 
lenery meetings and the Vice-Chairman could replace 
omnuttee meetings.) 

The Spedal Comr :’ .a also considers that, in order to save time at the 
beginning of the sessie+ some of the Maln Committees should not wait until 
the end of the general debate before starting thdr work. 

. 
22. In the put, mne of the Main Committees have been allocated Tore 

i--9uepfoyy consideration than have others. This has es 
bsen the case or the irst Committee. The Speclal Committee not P 

ly 

ever, that, during the third session of the General Assembly, ex 
, how- 

tion had 
been made to t.4 principle laid down in rule W, that “items r&t ng to the T 
same cat- of srrbjects shall be referred to the committee or committees 
de&g with that category of subjects”. 

Thes 
P 

conunittet feels that the &lloutlon d item to committees 
ml t be 
ddced 

ected in a less rigid manner and that questions which may k con- 
as fallin within the competence of two or more commit&es, should 

preferhiy be r&red to the committee with the tightest age&, 
23. Another means of 4ighteni 

would be to consider direct11 in the p enary meetinK, wn “k 
the task of any 

4 
ven Main Committee 
out preliminary refer- 

ewe to committee, certG,l questions wh. 11 fall within the twins of refer- 
encc of the Main Committee. This procedure would, moreover, have the great 
advantage of reducing to a notable exterht repetition of debate. 

It is felt that the amount of time saved by this method would he con- 
siderable, especially if the Llnin Committee and plenary meetmgs weld be 
held concurrently. 
-- 

‘Rule 97 of tllc ,,rrse,,t rdcs. 

I f  the Main Conunitt 

The consideration of c 
of the attemhnce of lead 
publidty. The slightly hi& 
due ln particular to the disl 
undoubtedly be compensate 

The Gend conunin 
tml Assembly which itenu 
The Special Committee rd 
on an atptrimentd buir 0 

The Spedal Committ 
t8ptdally a ropriate for I 
already funi IU to Men&m pt! 
the Geneml Assembly at : 
the predence of represen! 
tedlnony. 

. . 
39. At thir point the’ 

importance of the role of 
Chairmen of committees. 1 
essentiallv on their compel 
for the righta both of mir 
with the ruler of procedun 
cut may bt, ir the master 
ever, the qdal tuk of the 
in the best inttv’l of all 

The SpedaI Conunitte 
to help Chulrmen in the dir 
of the General Assembly a 
men of committees with th 
atpuienct and all his auth 

procedure. 



the-COW 
cm. 
rtrongly 
rhmever 

!  

I 

ne at the 
wait until 

ted qlore 
!a 
etF ho:! 
Iti& bad 
rg t6 the 
snmitteu 

If the Main Committee could not meet at the ume time u the plenary 

GZ!%nmitteetomeetinit~plece. 
the fact that the Committee WSI not meeting would enable another 

The Genud C+mittee would be reaponrible for I 
z ~~l~~~~~~~~~~~t~~~~~~~~~~~ 

on Ml experbnen~ tmaia at future aeuiom. 
The Special Committee is of the opinion that this procedure would be 

erpeeiall a 
already uni vi 

ropriate for certain quutionr the euentlal plpecte of which are 

the General Amembly at previous seanions end which do not 
u to Men&n, such ae item8 which have been con$ytg 

the prrrence of reprerentativer of non-member States or the 
testimony. 

Yl earing of 

. . . . . 
39. At tide point the Special Committee deairea to et&e once more the 

importance of the role of the Prsident of the General Amembl * and of the 
Chairmen of committm. The sptinfactory progrear of the p 
emntiallv on their competence, authorit 

roctd w d-b 

for the righte both of minoritia M we d 
tact and impartiali 

u majoridea, and it ei?&%$ 
with the rules of procedure. The General Auanbly, or the committee, u the 
QK may be, ir the master of the conduct of itr own proceed@. It ic, how- 
ever, the ape&l hak of the Chaim to guide the proceedlnga of these bodice 
in the best inter+-’ 5 of all the Men&err. 

The Special Committee consider8 that everythin 
to help Chuirmen in the diachargc of these important ‘t 

poeeible should be done 
unctiona. The President 

of the General Amembly and the General Committee should a&t the Chair- 
men of committee8 with their advice. The Secntary-Genenl should place hi, 
acperience and all hir authority at their diapoaal. 

committeer allch advice u they may lKad 
and the interpretation of the ruke of 
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