UNITED
NATIONS A

General Assembly

Di str.
GENERAL

A/ 52/ 604
19 Novenber 1997

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

Fifty-second session
Agenda item 75

CONVENTI ON ON PRCHI BI TI ONS OR RESTRI CTI ONS ON THE USE CF
CERTAI N CONVENTI ONAL WWEAPONS WHI CH MAY BE DEEMED TO BE
EXCESSI VELY | NJURI QUS OR TO HAVE | NDI SCRI M NATE EFFECTS

Report of the First Committee

Rapporteur: M. M| oS KOTEREC (Sl ovaki a)

. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The itementitled "Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of
Certai n Conventional Wapons Wiich May Be Deenmed to Be Excessively Injurious or
to Have Indiscrimnate Effects” was included in the provisional agenda of the
fifty-second session of the General Assenbly in accordance with Assenbly

resol ution 51/49 of 10 Decenber 1996.

2. At its 4th plenary neeting, on 19 Septenber 1997, the General Assenbly, on
the recommendati on of the General Conmittee, decided to include the itemin its
agenda and to allocate it to the First Conmittee.

3. At its 2nd neeting, on 9 Cctober 1997, the First Conmittee decided to hold
a general debate on all disarmanent and international security itenms allocated
toit, nanely, itens 62 to 82, which was held at the 3rd to 12th neetings, from
13 to 17 and from 20 to 24 Cctober (see A/C 1/52/PV.3-12). Structured

di scussions of specific subjects on the adopted thematic approach were hel d at
six informal neetings, from27 to 31 Cctober. Draft resolutions on the itens
were considered at the 15th to 17th neetings, from5 to 7 Novenber (see

A/ C. 1/52/PV. 15-17); action was taken on themat the 18th to 24th neetings, from
10 to 14 and on 17 Novenber (see A/ C. 1/52/PV. 18-24).

4, For its consideration of the item the Commttee had before it the
fol |l owi ng docunents:
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(a) Report of the Secretary-CGeneral on the Convention on Prohibitions or
Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Wapons Wi ch May Be Deened to
Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscrimnate Effects (A/52/227 and Corr.1
and 2);

(b) Letter dated 1 Cctober 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of
Col ombia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral, transmtting
t he conmuni qué of the Meeting of Mnisters for Foreign Affairs and Heads of
Del egation of the Movenent of Non-Aligned Countries to the fifty-second session
of the General Assenbly, held in New York on 25 Septenber 1997 (A/52/447-
S/ 1997/ 775) .

1. CONSI DERATI ON OF DRAFT RESOLUTI ON A/ C. 1/52/L. 22

5. At the 15th neeting, on 5 Novenber, the representative of Sweden, on behal f
of Australia, Austria, Belgium Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, the Czech
Republic, Denmark, Ecuador, Finland, France, Gernmany, G eece, Hungary, |cel and,
Ireland, Italy, Japan, lLatvia, Liechtenstein, Luxenbourg, the Netherlands, New
Zeal and, Ni caragua, Norway, Pananma, Peru, the Philippines, Poland, Portugal, the
Republic of Ml dova, Romania, the Russian Federation, Sierra Leone, Sl ovakia,

Sl ovenia, Solonon Islands, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, Togo, the United Kingdomof Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, the United States of America and Uruguay, introduced a draft resolution
entitled "Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventi onal Weapons Wi ch May Be Deened to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have
Indiscrimnate Effects” (A/C 1/52/L.22). Subsequently, Costa Rica, Cyprus,

Ceorgia, Kazakhstan, Malta, Mnaco and Mongolia joined in sponsoring the draft
resol ution.

6. At its 19th neeting, on 11 Novenber, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/ C. 1/52/L.22 without a vote (see para. 7).

[11. RECOWENDATI ON OF THE FI RST COW TTEE
7. The First Committee recommends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the

followi ng draft resol ution:

Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of
Certain Conventional Wapons Wiich May Be Deened to Be
Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscrimnate Effects

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 51/49 of 10 Decenber 1996 and previous resol utions
referring to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of
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Certai n Conventional Wapons Wi ch May Be Deenmed to Be Excessively Injurious or
to Have Indiscrimnate Effects,?

Recalling with satisfaction the adoption, on 10 Cctober 1980, of the
Convention, together with the Protocol on Non-Detectable Fragnments
(Protocol 1), the Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of M nes,
Booby Traps and Ot her Devices (Protocol I1)! and the Protocol on Prohibitions or
Restrictions on the Use of |ncendiary Wapons (Protocol I11),! which entered
into force on 2 Decenber 1983,

Also recalling with satisfaction the adoption by the Revi ew Conference of
the States Parties to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use
of Certain Conventional Wapons Wi ch May Be Deened to Be Excessively Injurious
or to Have Indiscrimnate Effects, on 13 October 1995 of the Protocol on
Bl i ndi ng Laser Wapons (Protocol 1V),2 and on 3 May 1996 of the anended Protocol
on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of M nes, Booby Traps and O her
Devi ces (Protocol 11),3

Recalling the role played by the International Committee of the Red Cross
in the el aboration of the Convention and its Protocols,

Noting that, in conformty with article 8 of the Convention, conferences
may be convened to exam ne anendments to the Convention or to any of the
Protocol s thereto, to exam ne additional protocols concerning other categories
of conventional weapons not covered by existing Protocols or to review the scope
and application of the Convention and the Protocols annexed thereto and to
exam ne any proposed anmendments or additional protocols, and wel com ng the
deci si on adopted by the Review Conference in its Final Declaration on
3 May 1996* to convene a Review Conference not |later than 2001,

1. Wl cones the additional ratifications and acceptances of or accessions
to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
Conventi onal Weapons Wiich May Be Deened to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have
Indiscrimnate Effects, as well as the ratifications and acceptances of or
accessions to the anended Protocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of
M nes, Booby Traps and Ot her Devices (Protocol I1);?®

2. Uagently calls upon all States that have not yet done so to take all
nmeasures to becone parties, as soon as possible, to the Convention and its

! See The United Nations Disarmanent Yearbook, vol. 5: 1980 (United
Nati ons publication, Sales No. E. 81.1X 4), appendix VII.

2 CCWCONF.1/16 (Part 1), annex A
3 1bid., annex B.
4 1bid., annex C.

5 AV52/227 and Corr.1 and 2.
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Protocols, and in particular to amended Protocol 1, with a view to achieving
the wi dest possible adherence to this instrunment at an early date, and calls
upon successor States to take appropriate neasures so that ultinmtely adherence
to these instruments will be universal

3. Calls, in particular, upon the States parties to the Convention to
express their consent to be bound by the amended Protocol Il with a viewto its
entry into force as soon as possible, and, pending its entry into force to
respect and ensure respect for its substantive provisions to the fullest extent
possi bl e;

4. Conmmends the Protocol on Blinding Laser Wapons (Protocol 1V)2 to all
States, with a viewto achieving the w dest possible adherence to this
instrument at an early date and calls, in particular, upon the States parties to
express their consent to be bound by the Protocol with a viewto its entry into
force as soon as possibl e;

5. Calls upon the Secretary-CGeneral, in his capacity as depositary of the
Convention and the Protocols annexed thereto, to continue to informit
periodically of ratifications and acceptances of and accessions to the
Convention and the Protocols, and decides to include in the provisional agenda
of its fifty-third session the itementitled "Convention on Prohibitions or
Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Wapons Wi ch May Be Deened to
Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscrimnate Effects”.



