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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. Inits resolution 49/154 of 23 Decenber 1994, entitled "Policies and
programes invol ving youth", the General Assenbly requested the Secretary-
General, in close cooperation with Menber States and youth organi zations, to

eval uate youth programes that were devel oped during the foll ow up of
International Youth Year and to report to it at its fifty-second session, with a
view to ensuring effective inplenmentation of a world programe of action for
youth to the year 2000 and beyond. In its resolution 50/81 of 14 Decenber 1995
the Assenbly requested the Secretary-Ceneral to report to it at its fifty-second
session, through the Comm ssion for Social Devel opnent and the Econom c and
Soci al Council, on the progress made in the inplenmentation of the Wrld
Programre of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond.

2. The present report is submitted in pursuance of the above-nentioned
resolutions. It is based on the replies to a questionnaire received from Menber
States, organizations and agencies of the United Nations system and

i ntergovernnental and non-governnental organizations concerned with youth. In

addition, other material was used to prepare the report, in particular the
statenents made by del egates of the General Assenbly at its fiftieth session in
a segnment devoted to the tenth anniversary of the International Youth Year.

3. Yout h-rel ated concerns are also reflected in programmes of action adopted
by three major world conferences held in 1995: the Copenhagen Progranme of
Action adopted by the World Summit for Social Devel opnent (Copenhagen

6-12 March), the Conclusions and Reconmendati ons adopted by the Ninth United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crine and the Treatnment of O fenders
(Cairo, 29 April-8 May) and the Beijing Platformfor Action adopted by the
Fourth Worl d Conference on Wonen: Action for Equality, Devel opnment and Peace
(Beijing, 1-15 Septenber).

1. | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE WORLD PROGRAMVE OF ACTI ON FOR
YOUTH TO THE YEAR 2000 AND BEYOND

A. National |eve

4. The Worl d Programe of Action for Youth urges Governnments that have not

al ready done so to fornmul ate and adopt an integrated national youth policy as a
means of addressing youth-related concerns. It recomended that such measures
be taken as part of a continuing process of review and assessnment of the
situation of youth, formulation of a cross-sectoral national youth programe of
action in ternms of specific, time-bound objectives and a systematic eval uati on
of progress achi eved and obstacles encountered. It further indicated that

rei nforcing youth-rel ated concerns in devel opnent activities can be facilitated
t hrough the existence of nultilateral nmechanisns for consultation, dissem nation
of information, coordination, nmonitoring and evaluation. It stated that such
activities should be cross-sectoral in nature and nultidisciplinary in approach
and shoul d include the participation of youth-rel ated departnents and

m nistries, national non-governnmental youth organizations and the private
sector. It also called for national coordinating nechanisns to be appropriately

l...
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strengt hened for integrated national youth policies and programres. Were such
mechani snms do not exist, Governnents are urged to pronote their establishment on
a nulti-level and cross-sectoral basis.

5. Table 1 provides a summary of those actions (see below and annex | for
country details). Mich of this action has been undertaken by CGovernnents since
International Youth Year in 1985. It should be recalled that nearly 100

Governnents adopted national youth policies for the first time and set up
national youth coordinating conmittees for the Year. A great part of renewed
action now can be traced back to such bodies, which initiated national youth
policies and national youth service programes in 1985.

6. Qut of a total of 185 Menber States, table 1 indicates that 144, or

78 per cent of that total, had formulated a national youth policy of a
cross-sectoral character. Two years ago, a simlar survey on the inplenentation
of the Guidelines of the 1985 International Youth Year had reveal ed 141 Menber
States or 77 per cent had taken such action. Simlarly, there was no ngjor
change in the nunber or percentage of Menber States that had designated a

nati onal youth coordinating nechanism 164 or 89 per cent of the total. That
was the same nunber and percentage cited in 1994. However, the mmjor change
concerns the nunber or percentage of Menber States that have inplenented a
national youth programre of action: 73, or 40 per cent of the total. That
represented an increase of 19 such Menber States and a 10 per cent increase of
the total (up fromb54 or 29 per cent in 1994).

Table 1. Summary of actions taken by Governnents to
inplenrent the Woirld Programme of Action for
Yout h

Cat egori es Nunber Per cent age

Countries that have formul ated a nationa
yout h policy (cross-sectoral) 144 78

Countries that have designated a nationa
yout h coordinating nechani sm (mnistry,
department, council, conmittee, etc.) 164 89

Countries that have inplenented a nationa
yout h programe of action (operational
vol untary services) 73 40

Countries that have taken all three types of
action to inplenent the Programe 58 31
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7. The foll owi ng sections provide surveys of governnent action to formulate a
nati onal youth policy, a national youth coordinating nmechanism and a nationa
yout h programme of action

1. National youth policy

AFRI CA

8. Recogni zi ng that youth, as a distinct segnent of the Botswana society has
speci al characteristics, problens, needs and interests, the CGovernnent of
Bot swana has formul ated a national youth policy that will serve as a framework

for youth developnent. It is envisaged that young wonen and nmen will be given
every opportunity to reach their full potential both in their individua
capacities as well as active citizens of society. |In addition to addressing

maj or concerns and issues, which are critical to young people in Botswana as
well as giving direction to youth programes and services provided by both
governnent and non-governnental organi zations, the policy further denobnstrates
the conm tnent of the Governnment to the identification of strategies to

al l eviate youth probl ens.

9. Mal awi ' s national youth policy ains to establish, as a distinct sector of
governnent policy, the identity and status of Malawi youth and to create a
direction for youth activities and progranmes for various interest groups. The
policy seeks to address key chall enges currently affecting youth such as

unenpl oynent, education opportunities, young people's non-involvenent in

deci si on-maki ng, AIDS and HV, crine and youth devi ance, teenage pregnancy and
drug and al cohol abuse. The policy also advocates the rights and

responsi bilities of young people and the positive role nodels provided by adults
and parents.

10. The Governnent of Mali adopted a national youth policy with six objectives:
(a) to reinforce youth organi zations and the devel opnent of their
infrastructures for non-formal education; (b) to create conditions for the
better integration and participation of youth in rural life; (c) to prevent the
soci al alienation of youth; (d) to pronote the social integration of juvenile
del i nquents; (e) to support the econom c and social integration of youth in
danger of marginalization; and (f) to pronote sports activities for youth.

11. In Mzanbi que, a national youth policy was approved, whose nain objective
is to enable both the Governnent and the civil society to address youth
problens, so as to nmake it nore participative in the process of nation buil ding.

12. The Governnent of South Africa set up a National Youth Conmm ssion in 1996
to fornulate and coordinate a national youth policy and various programes to
i mpl ement it.

13. The national strategy of the Sudan has devoted a full chapter to youth. It
enunerates the general principles for pronoting youth activities. The strategy
has identified five areas for youth: the cultural and intellectual areas;
aesthetics, art and literature; science; sports and the mlitary; public social
service; and trips, tourist activities and hostels.
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14. Tunisia's youth policy is designed to ensure conplenmentarity anong the
three stages of life (childhood, youth and old age), in order to ensure
psychol ogi cal stability and respect for the values of the community.

ASI A AND THE PACI FI C

15. Australia's youth social justice strategy was introduced to provide a
speci al focus on youth in the Governnment's broader social justice strategy.
Australia's government policy focuses primarily on the provision of assistance
and support to all young people in relation to enpl oynent, education and
training, financial assistance, housing, health. Principal features of
Australia's youth policies are the youth training initiative, which ains to
assi st early school -1 eavers through an early intervention strategy and by
provi di ng access to case managenent; |abour market progranmes and a youth
training all owance for unenployed 15- to 17-year-olds; "Austudy", which ains to
provide the financial assistance necessary for young people attenpting to
exercise their right to an education; pilot programes targeting young people
who are honel ess or at risk of becom ng so; and special pilot projects designed
to establish best practice in youth suicide prevention. Based on that work,
Australia has devel oped "A National Youth Policy: A Statenent of Principles and
oj ecti ves".

16. I n Bangl adesh, a national youth policy has been adopted to pronote the
rights of youth, particularly in the areas of education, skills devel oprment,
enpl oynment and participation in comunity devel opnent activities.

17. In China, the All-China Youth Federation (ACYF) has been entrusted by the
Governnent to be in charge of managi ng and coordinating China's youth affairs.
The CGovernnent supports and guides the ACYF to nanage the work in youth affairs.
The ACYF is a united organi zation of all Chinese youth groups. Wen necessary,
the ACYF is able to cooperate bilaterally or multilaterally with any departnent,
organi zati on or non-governnental group. It also inplenments youth policies and
carries out a series of youth activities so as to raise their citizenship

awar eness, nobilize and organize themto participate in state devel opnment and
econom ¢ construction, and hel p them enhance noral character, know edge, ability
and qualities.

18. In India, the Government has set up a Conmittee on National Youth
Programes chaired by the Prime Mnister. The Conmittee, an advisory body, has
nenbers consisting of mnisters in charge of various youth-rel ated departnents,
provincial mnisters, Menbers of Parlianent, representatives of politica
parties, non-governmental youth organi zations and young peopl e of various
soci 0- econom ¢ backgrounds. This body has assisted the Governnent to update its
National Youth Policy, which acknow edges clearly the role of non-governmental
youth organi zations as partners in developnent. In addition, the Governnent has
al so supported the creation of youth organizations with [ arge nationa

nenber shi p and broad geographi ¢ spread across the country. For exanple, the
Nehru Youth Centres (Nehru Yuvak Kendras) have been established in 500 districts
out of the total 522 districts in India.
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19. The ainms and objectives of the national youth policy of Indonesia are:

(a) to help foster Indonesia awareness, identity, solidarity and prosperity
anong youth; (b) to pronote policies and programmes relating to youth as an
integral part of social and cultural values anmbng the Asian and Pacific nations;
and (c) to realize the potential of youth as human resources in regiona

devel opnent. The objectives of the Indonesian Youth Devel opnent Strategy
towards the Year 2000 and Beyond are: (a) to enhance the quality of education
anmong | ndonesi an youth; (b) to increase enploynment opportunities anong youth and
reduce youth dissocialization; (c) to foster positive and constructive attitudes
for youth facing global changes and chal | enges of nodernization; and (d) to
prepare |Indonesian youth for future |eadership in Indonesia and in the Pacific
region. The areas of concern are popul ation; education and training;

unenpl oynent; housing; environnment; social security; crine and drug abuse; Al DS
and yout h participation.

20. The Islamc Republic of Iran has established the Suprene Council for Youth
to fornulate and i npl enent specific programmes based on prevailing needs and
priorities and |inking both governnental youth-related offices and

non- gover nment al yout h organi zations. The Council prepared and published "The
Educati onal Charter of the Young Generation" in 1995 and translated and
distributed it in several |anguages in 1996.

21. In Japan, the Committee for the Pronotion of Youth Policy, in which the
mnistries and the agencies involved make contacts or discussions, has been
organi zed since 1990. It fornulated "The Cuidelines of the Pronotion of Youth
Policy". As a result, the Governnent can actively pronbte youth policies with
coordi nating neasures in various fields such as education, enploynent, juvenile
del i nquency, personal devel opnent and famly wel fare.

22. Mal aysi a has enbarked on a devel opnent programe for youth call ed
"Rakanmuda". It has been inplenented with the close collaboration of governnent
agenci es, the private sector and non-governnental organizations.

23. The CGovernnent of the Marshall Islands fornul ated and presented the fina
draft of the National Policy on Youth on 17 May 1995. This draft is awaiting
the legislature's approval before it is inplenented.

24. In the Federated States of Mcronesia, the national youth policy was
established in 1994 when the FSM Yout h Devel opnent Associ ation was created. Its
by-l aws defines youth as those persons between 6 and 35 years of age.
Nevert hel ess, the definition of youth still varies, depending on the service
criteria of the different service programmes. The voting age is 18 years, while
the |l egal age to consune alcohol is 21. Since approximately 50 percent of the
popul ation is below the age of 15 and al nbst 70 per cent is bel ow the age of 25,
the national youth policy of the Federated States of Mcronesia is targeted at a
maj or segment of the nation's population. This policy seeks to create an
educational, social and econom c environnent that enables young people to nmake
proper decisions and provides themw th opportunities for productive and
socially responsible |ives.
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25. In Nue, the National Planning and Devel opnment O'fice has devised a
nati onal devel opment plan that is neant to enconpass all conmponents of the
Ni uean comunity, including youth.

26. Paki stan has established the Social Action Programme, which addresses the
urgent needs of the population, including youth, in the areas of basic
education, primary health care, nutrition, water supply and sanitation

27. The Philippines has adopted a national youth policy that ensures priority
attention to the needs and the concerns of young people, based on a review and
apprai sal of the situation of youth throughout the nation

28. In the Republic of Korea, the Government has established a conprehensive
long-termplan called the 1992-2000 Basic Plan for the Youth of Korea, which has
been incorporated into the seventh and eighth hal f-decade Soci o-economnic

Devel opnent Pl an.

29. The CGovernnent of Thail and addresses the problens of youth through its
Seventh Child and Youth Devel opnent Plan, 1992-1996. Thailand is nowin the
process of carrying out studies to lay down the guidelines for the next Child
and Yout h Devel opnent Five-Year Plan, 1997-2001.

EURCPE AND NORTH AMERI CA

30. The Federal CGovernnent of Canada has a conprehensive range of youth
polici es and programes, neeting the needs of young people with respect to

heal th, social well-being, justice, human rights, enploynment and incone
security. These conpl ement a wi de range of programmes and policies that are the
responsibility of provincial and territorial Governnments, which have a direct
jurisdiction in many areas, including education, health and social programes.
The Governnent's youth policies have been devel oped with increasing enphasis on
the direct involvenent of young people.

31. In 1990, the CGovernment of the Czech Republic adopted a resol ution
entitled "Basic direction of influence of the State on the young generation in
the Czech Republic". The following tasks were defined in it: stability of
young families, creation of conditions for the support of enploynent,

devel opnent of tal ented peoples, use of spare tine, support of civic
associ ati ons and social security. In March 1991, the Governnent passed a
resol ution on non-governnental associations that focuses on progranmes for the
support and protection of youth. There are other |egislations and resolutions
t hat address issues facing young peopl e such as drug abuse preventi on,
integration of persons with disability and crime prevention

32. I n Dennark, the National Youth Policy includes |egal, political
soci 0-econom ¢ and cul tural aspects. The National Youth Policy is
cross-sectoral

33. The CGovernnent of Finland has passed a Youth Work Act 235/95. Under
section 1, the purpose of the Act is to inprove young people's living conditions
and create conditions for their civic activity. According to the Act,
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m ni stries must include measures geared to young people in their progranmes.
The Act assigns the responsibility for coordinating these neasures to the
M nistry of Education. The Act pronotes cross-sectoral cooperation

34. In Liechtenstein, the | egal basis of the national youth policy is the
Children and Young Persons Act of 1979. |In 1986, the Governnment conmm ssioned a
conpr ehensi ve study, which identified the several inportant objectives of the
youth policy: the integration of young persons in all levels of society; their
participation in decision-nmaking processes; and the avoi dance of any
nmargi nal i zation. |In 1995 the Government conmi ssioned for the first tinme a
report on the situation of children and young persons in Liechtenstein

contai ning guidelines for the future youth policy in Liechtenstein

35. The CGovernnent of Malta has established a national youth policy that has
been in operation since 1993. The drafting of the policy involved various
governnent mnistries such as those for social policy, health and education, as
well as the National Youth Council and various individuals in the youth field.
The national youth policy has served to produce guidelines for the Mnistry
responsi bl e for youth affairs and adm nistrators. The national youth policy is
a yardstick by which the Mnistry neasures its rate of progress and is equally
so nmeasured by others. The policy functions as a catal yst, spurring CGovernnent
into enmbarking on its youth programmes and initiatives.

36. In Romania, the Mnistry of Youth and Sport has established objectives for
its youth policy, which are based on the three interrel ated concepts of
education, participation in associations and |leisure tine. These objectives

i nclude actions to increase the participation of young people in economc life;
devel op young people's creative potential; and pronote a training systemin
order to ensure interaction between the educational system and the | abour

mar ket .

37. The Russian Federation adopted the decree on Russia's preparations for, and
comenoration of, the tenth anniversary of International Youth Year, which
provided for the formation of an interdepartnental conm ssion and a plan of
action ainmed at drawing the attention of |leaders at all levels to youth probl ens
and the need for their solution

LATI N AMERI CA AND THE CARI BBEAN

38. The CGovernnent of the Bahamas has begun the process of drafting conponents
of a national youth policy. This process started after the Governnment of the
Bahanmas established a Consultative Comrittee on National Youth Devel opnent in
1992.

39. Janmica established its national youth policy in 1994. The policy
addresses issues such as institutional framework; education and training;

enpl oynment and enmpowernent; health; drug abuse; recreation and |eisure; val ues,
attitudes and anti-social behaviour; and youth in conmunity and nation buil di ng.
Prepared by the Jamaican Mnistry of Local Governnent, Youth and Sports, it
contained a foreword that acknow edged that the United Nations draft world
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programe of action for youth to the year 2000 and beyond served as an inportant
resource material for the preparation of the National Youth Policy.

40. The CGovernment of Montserrat is establishing a national youth policy with
t he assi stance of the Commonweal th Youth Progranme.

41. Paraguay has conpleted the first national youth plan, entitled "The Country
W want". It was submtted to the President of the Republic on
21 Septenber 1995.

42. In Venezuela, the policies directed towards the youth sector can be divided
into two major groups: those intended to deal with the problem of integrating
youth policies by means of which Venezuel a can assunme its responsibilities
towards youth; and those relating to the participation of young people, for
bui | di ng society through the invol venent of youth.

WESTERN ASI A

43. The national youth policy of Bahrain is of an intersectoral policy and
includes the work of mnistries of the national CGovernment concerned with such

i ssues as youth, sports, education, health, enployment, commrerce and
agriculture. The literacy rate for youth is very high on a conparative basis in
the regi on. Denpgraphic trends indicated that 16 per cent of youth in Bahrain
will live in rural areas and 84 per cent will live in urban areas in the year
2000. The nedian age is estimated to be 27.5 in 2000.

44. In Egypt, the national youth policy has been formulated by the Suprene
Counci|l for Youth and Sports in coordination with other youth-related mnistries
of the Government and in consultation with non-governnmental youth organizations.
The Council has established policies of youth welfare in various fields
(cultural, social and artistic). Young people are eligible to vote at age 18.
Denogr aphi ¢ trends indicate that 39 per cent of youth in Egypt will live in
rural areas and 61 per cent in urban areas by the year 2000. The nedi an age
will be 21.6 in 2000. The youth policy in Egypt devotes special attention to

di sabl ed youth, rural youth as well as youth in areas with particular
difficulties.

45. The national youth policy of the Syrian Arab Republic treats youth as part
of integral strategies taking into consideration the nature of the society and
the tasks before it. That policy is especially part of the national ains to
achi eve conprehensi ve human devel opnent together with soci o-econom ¢

devel opnent. This youth policy is coordinated on an inter-mnisterial basis and
i nvol ves two maj or non-governnental organizations: the National Union of Syrian
Students (with a nmenbership conposed of students in universities, postgraduate
studi es and higher and internmediate institutes) and the Revol utionary Youth
Union (with a nmenbership of over 1.5 million conposed of young workers, rura
youth, students with both political and non-political backgrounds, including
social, econom c, vocational, cultural, touristic, athletic and artistic.

Forty per cent are girls).
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46. The United Arab Emirates has accorded a high priority, in fornulating its
nati onal youth policy as well as its national devel opment policies, to the
question of youth through the pronul gation of |egislation and the provision of
basi ¢ services such as the best possible educational curricula and health and
soci al programmes, free of charge, inline with its national policies and
regional and international policies. At the sanme tine, it has striven to
preserve the specific nature of its local communities, which derive their
teachings fromthe shariah of Islamand the traditions of this society.

2. National youth programmes of action

AFRI CA

47. The Government of Botswana has supported various youth programes through
non- gover nnent al organi zations, to address the different needs of young people
i n Botswana. Exanples of youth non-governnental organizations that have been
supported by the Government include the Botswana Wrk Canps Associ ation, the
Bot swana Fami |y Wl fare Associ ation and the Botswana Young Wnen's Christian
Associ ation

48. Burki na Faso has devel oped a policy in the field of education to teach
human rights and the fundanental principles of the Constitution of Burkina Faso
in schools, in centres of professional training and in centres providing

functional literacy. The Governnment has al so organized a sem nar for the
nobi | i zati on of resources for the inplenentation of the national plan for the
education of girls. In the field of health and the environnent, Burkina Faso

has devi sed and i npl emented information and educati on programes incl udi ng
sem nars and | ectures on sexually transnmtted di seases and environnent al
preservation. Reforestation canps for young peopl e have been organi zed.

49. In Malawi, the Governnent has established nmulti-skills training centres to
provide appropriate skills to young people. The Malawi Youth Credit Initiative
wi Il ensure that young people are provided with credit and training packages to
enable themto enter viable small business.

50. In Mali, the Government has established a National Youth Service (SNJ),
whi ch enabl es young graduates to work on voluntary service projects.

51. I n Mozanbi que, the national youth programe of action focuses on the
following areas: education for fanmly life, action for comunity life and
policy and | egislation

ASI A AND THE PACI FI C

52. China has several progranmes of action for youth such as the Cross-Century
Young Tal ented Personnel Project, the Cross-Century Youth Gvilization Project
and the Action of Serving Ten Thousand Villages. |n addition, China has

devel oped rewardi ng systens for young people such as the Ten Top Chi nese Young
Peopl e, prom nent young entrepreneurs, prom nent young township entrepreneurs,
young techni cal pace-setters, young skilful workers at their posts, rural young

l...
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shooting star guides, the Chinese young scientist prize and Chi nese youth

sci ence and technol ogy pioneering prizes. |In addition, television and
broadcasting stations have devel oped speci al programes about youth and
children. Mre than 100 newspapers and journals have been published specially
for youth and children. Chinese Youth News is one of several newspapers and
journals that have the wi dest domestic circulation. Young volunteers have

| aunched a drive of voluntary services to wipe out illiteracy, extend nedica
care, encourage ecol ogy, pronote the |aw anong youth and spread technol ogy and
culture. In China, there are 27 national youth and chil dren canmp-sites.

53. India has devel oped youth centres, aimed at focusing on the enpl oynent
capabilities of rural youth that organize | eadership training progranmes and
soci al services. India has also devel oped a National Services Schene ai ned at

i nvol ving university and high school students in rural reconstruction activities
to assist the weaker sections of society.

54. The CGovernnent of the Marshall Islands, with the assistance of a consulting
m ssion fromthe Econom c and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP), devel oped and approved a National Youth Congress work progranme to be
the national Government's principal programe for youth and devel opnent in the
Marshal | |slands. The programe hel ps nobilize youth to participate in nationa
devel opnent with the sponsor and financial assistance and support of the

Gover nnent, churches, other non-governnmental organizations, the private sector
and the general public. Mich of the decision-making of the work programe is
decentralized to non-governnent organi zati ons and | ocal governments, which in
turn recei ve gui dance, advice, support and assistance fromthe nationa

Gover nnent .

55. In the Federated States of Mcronesia, the Youth Activities Programe is

| ocated in the Department of Environnental and Community Health Services. The
mai n obj ectives of this national youth service programme is: (a) to strengthen
partnership and policies for youth throughout the nation; (b) to involve youth
in the economc, social, cultural, and religious devel opnment of the country;

(c) to strengthen youth networking and coordination services; (d) to establish
a workabl e and rel evant foundation for youth devel opnent; (e) to strengthen and
foster youth training prograns; (f) to establish and inprove rel evant programes
to safeguard and rehabilitate youth when and where needed; (g) to establish with
and for youth environmental protection strategies within the comunity; and

(h) to develop youth training programmes in the preservation of the cultura
heritage of the nation

56. In India, the Governnment has set up a national service schene, which

encour ages students to undertake voluntary community work without renmuneration
Approximately 1.3 mllion student volunteers are currently participating in this
national service. The Governnent al so encourages non-governnmental youth

organi zations to seek financial assistance fromit to participate in the Youth
Devel opnent Week. There is a review of the applicants and a selection of those
to receive support.

57. In the New Zeal and island of N ue, young people are given opportunities to
be represented on village councils and statutory bodies. This is to ensure
youth representation at both the village and the national |evels.
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58. In Singapore, the Government has established a youth devel opnent fund,
whi ch pronotes youth projects.

59. Sri Lanka have taken concerted action to rationalize and coordinate
vocational and technical training centres through reforns based on a

conpr ehensi ve research programme. The Sanurdhi programme of Sri Lanka is
designed to activate the entrepreneurial potential of the poor. The programe
enphasi zes neasures targeted at rural youth covering areas such as agriculture,
skill training, land, industry and food production

60. In the Philippines, the Governnent has appointed youth sectora
representatives to its Congress to ensure their full participation in the
country's | aw nmaki ng process.

EURCPE AND NORTH AMERI CA

61. |In Canada, in 1994, the CGovernnent introduced the Youth Enpl oyment and
Learning Strategy, announcing the formation of Youth Service Canada and Student
Summer Job Action programmes. The 1996 federal budget reallocated $315 million
of savings to help create new youth enpl oyment opportunities over the next three
years.

62. The CGovernnent of the Czech Republic has established the Nationa
Information Systemon Youth (NICEM. This system provides young people with al
ki nds of inmportant information of interest to them The Governnment subsidi zes
activities of non-governmental organizations in the area of youth participation
such as children's parliaments in towns and villages and help to young peopl e
with disability.

63. On the basis of its youth policy, Denmark ains to strengthen young people's
participation in the decision-nmaking process in daily life, in schools, youth
clubs and at the regional and national |evels.

64. Finland is preparing its activities in the European Voluntary Service for
Young People. The ongoing Youth for Europe programe has been successful and is
i mpl emented by the Centre for International Mbility (C M.

65. |In Georgia, the State Departnent of Youth Affairs has worked out a
four-year state policy programme for youth, confirned by Presidential Decree

No. 332 of May 1996. This programme consists of the foll ow ng subprogrames:

di ssem nation of information to youth and the establishnent of a centre of
scientific research into youth problens; formation of a |legislative base for the
protection of youth rights; pronotion of business; ensuring the socia

protection of the youth; formation of a systemof state support for children and
youth organi zations; international youth cooperation; ensuring optimal physica
and spiritual conditions for youth; support of the youth novenent in the
protection of the environment; fornmulation of a systemfor the elimnation of

del i nquency and anti-social behaviour, current anmong the youth; training of
state enpl oyees worki ng on youth problens.
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66. Wthin the framework established by the Children and Young Persons Act, the
Government of Liechtenstein conducts various activities aimed at the pronotion
of youth welfare. There is a variety of non-comrercial |eisure anenities such
as youth centres run by professionals, nusic and sports clubs, scouts and ot her
youth groups. Efforts are being nade to have young people participate in
political bodies on the local |evel

67. The CGovernnent of Malta has set up a series of youth-oriented programes
ained at increasing participation in voluntary service, enterprise and

speci alization. Together with local banks it has |aunched a schene through
whi ch young peopl e obtain unsecured loans in order to | aunch a business
enterprise or to undertake postgraduate or specialization studies abroad. The
Departnent of Youth and Sports subsidizes activities by voluntary youth

organi zations to benefit community service activities.

68. The Russian Federation carries out its work on youth on the basis of a
federal programme called Russia's Youth. The purpose of the Russian nationa
programme is to establish |egal, econonm c and organi zati onal machinery for

i mpl ementi ng government youth policies. One of the priority areas of work of
the progranme is to establish a legislative and | egal basis for governnent youth
polici es.

LATI N AMERI CA AND THE CARI BBEAN

69. The Bahamas has a National Youth Devel opnent Progranme that enconpasses the
i ssue of youth participation and training along with the establishnment of

coordi nating councils. The Bahamas has al so established a pilot programe
gear ed towards unenpl oyed school |eavers. The progranmme pl aces enphasis on the
enpower nent of young wonen. |n addition, the Bahamas has established an
industrial training college to hel p young people to integrate better into

soci ety.

70. Barbados has identified a system of appointing a nunber of youth

comm ssioners responsible for nmotivating, nmobilizing and channel li ng 80, 000
young peopl e. Barbados has devel oped a Youth Entrepreneurship programe
directed at young people who want to pursue self-enploynent and entrepreneuria
activity. This programe provi des young people with technical and financia
assistance and it is developing a nmentor programme that will give those young
peopl e the opportunity to consult closely and work with established business

persons in the private sector. In addition, the Barbados Youth Service attenpts
to reach young peopl e by providing a framework of character-building and
discipline while still providing skills to encourage their personal devel opnent
and growt h.

71. Peru's youth programre pronotes projects mainly in the fields of
responsi bl e sexual ity, education for peace, prevention of drug abuse, enploynent
counsel l'ing and the creation of jobs.

72. Janmmica, in 1995, has reintroduced the National Youth Service, which had
strong conponents of |eadership training and renedi al education
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73. In Trinidad and Tobago, the greatest priority is attached to training and
enpl oyment for young people. These programmes include the Youth Training and
Enpl oynment Partnership and the Apprenticeship Programme and the Apprenticeship
for Industrial Mbilization. The Youth Training and Enpl oynent Partnership
Programme conprises a Career Enhancenment Project. The Apprenticeship for
Industrial Mobilization utilizes on-the-job training techniques as a neans of
equi ppi ng young people. Oher approaches adopted by the Government to pronote
yout h enpl oynent through training and retraining are youth canps, which offer a
wi de range of craft and secretarial courses; trade centres, which concentrate on
the construction industry and skills related to house mai ntenance; and youth
centres. In addition, the Gvilian Conservation Corps offers tenporary

enpl oynent in projects related mainly to the inprovenent of the environment.
The Aided Self-Help Programme and the Small Business Managenent Programme are
bot h designed to assist young entrepreneurs.

74. |In Venezuel a, programes have been established such as job training
programes, youth rehabilitation and supervised recreation, drug prevention
programes, cultural programes, health programes and education programes.

WESTERN ASI A

75. The Syrian Arab Republic has supported the national youth service

activities of the Revolutionary Youth Union in eradicating the illiteracy of
t housands of citizens in cooperation with the Mnistry of Culture for a canpaign
that ains at eradicating illiteracy before the year 2000, in addition to other

vol unteer activities, which reflect positively on the progress and devel opnent
of the country. Several governnent ministries maintain close relations with
youth organi zations in two areas: health education, especially with regard to
the AIDS disease and the prevention thereof, and the enhancenent of

envi ronnent al awareness to preserve the environnent and reduce pollution. These
organi zations al so organi ze conti nuous educati onal canpai gns agai nst the
devastating scourge of drugs and in the area of crine prevention

76. In the United Arab Emirates, the Mnistry of Youth and Sports serves as the

Secretariat for the Arab Federation of Youth Organizations recently established
by the League of Arab States (LAS) to pronbte youth exchanges and servi ce.

B. Regional |eve

77. The Programme of Action indicated that the activities of the United Nations
regi onal comm ssions, in cooperation with concerned regional intergovernmental
and non-governnmental youth and youth-rel ated organi zati ons, are essentia

conpl ements to both national and gl obal action ained at building nationa
capacities. Regional comm ssions, within their existing nandates, were urged to
promote the inplenmentation of the Programre of Action through incorporation of
its goals in their plans, to undertake conprehensive reviews of the progress
achi eved and obstacl es encountered and to identify options to further

regi onal -1 evel action. The Programme further indicated that regiona

i ntergovernnmental neetings of mnisters responsible for youth, in cooperation
with the concerned United Nations regional comn ssions, regiona
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i ntergovernment al organi zati ons and regi onal non-governnental youth

organi zati ons, could make particular contributions to the formul ation,

i npl enent ati on, coordination and eval uati on of action at the regional |evel
i ncl udi ng periodic nonitoring of regional youth progranmes.

78. Five United Nations conferences on youth were held for the preparations for
International Youth Year (1985) in cooperation with each of the 5 United Nations
regi onal econom c conmm ssions and 20 regional neetings of Governnental Mnisters
responsi bl e for youth, initiated in honour of International Youth Year. Wile
the 5 regional neetings were convened by the United Nations, 20 follow up
neetings were convened by other regional and interregional intergovernmenta
organi zations as a followup to the Year. LAS has convened several neetings of
the Council of Arab M nisters responsible for Youth and Sports since 1983 and
Conf erences of Francophone M nisters of Youth and Sports have |ikew se been
hel d. Eight |bero-Anerican youth mnister conferences have been convened since
1985 and four Council of Europe conferences of European nministers responsible
for youth since 1985. The Commonweal th Youth Progranme has convened two

i nterregional neetings of Comonweal th mnisters responsible for youth (1992 and
1995), the Organization of African Unity (QAU) has held two regional neetings of
African ministers responsible for youth and devel opnent (1993 and 1996). O her

i ntergovernnental organizations, including the Association of South-East Asian
Nations (ASEAN), the Indian Ccean Conmission (1 0OC) and South Pacific Comm ssion
(SPC), have al so convened neetings at the subregional |evel of mnisters
responsi bl e for youth since 1992. However, the United Nations has not been

i nvol ved in the sponsorship of these regional and interregi onal neetings of

m nisters responsible for youth. The Programe of Action has called for closer
cooperati on between these existing regional and interregional neetings of

m ni sters responsible for youth and nore direct involvenent of the United
Nations and its regional comm ssions in these processes and in cooperation with
the relevant regional and interregional intergovernnental organizations.

79. On 24 April 1996 ESCAP adopted resolution 52/4, entitled "Pronoting human
resour ces devel opment anong youth in Asia and the Pacific", recalling both
General Assenbly resolution 50/81, in which the Assenbly adopted the Wrld
Programe of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond, and ESCAP resol ution
50/ 7, in which the Conmi ssion adopted the Jakarta Plan of Action on Human

Resour ces Devel opment in the ESCAP region as revised in 1994.

80. Pursuant to that resolution, the United Nations Asia-Pacific Meeting on
Hurmman Resources Devel opnent for Youth was held by ESCAP in Beijing from22 to

26 Cctober 1996. It was organized in cooperation with the All-China Youth
Federation, with financial assistance fromthe Government of China, the United
Nations Popul ati on Fund (UNFPA) and the Christian Conference of Asia. The
neeting was attended by representati ves of ESCAP nenbers and associ ate nenbers
who were senior officials in governmental nministries and departnments responsible
for youth matters. |In addition, a nunber of international, regional, and

nati onal non-governnental youth organi zations, intergovernnmental youth

organi zati ons and agenci es and organi zati ons of the United Nations system
attended the neeting. It marked the first tinme since 1984 that such a neeting
was held by any of the five United Nations regional conm ssions for |eaders of
yout h-rel ated governnental, non-governnental and intergovernmental organizations
regarding the inplenmentation of a major General Assenbly resolution on youth.

l...
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81. The Meeting adopted the Beijing Statement on Human Resources Devel opnent
for Youth as a contribution of Asia and the Pacific to the Wrld Youth Forum of
the United Nations System It was also transmitted to the Forumas a
contribution fromAsia and the Pacific to the evolution of a global vision of
the role of youth in developnent in the twenty-first century. The Statenment was
based on the Jakarta Plan of Action on Hunman Resources Devel opment in the ESCAP
Regi on, which identified youth as a priority target group for human resource
devel opnent in terms of each of three interdependent conponents conprising this
process: (a) investnent in human resources to enhance productive capabilities;
(b) utilization of those human resources to produce increased output; and

(c) consunption of the resulting outputs to inprove the quality of life. The
Beijing Statenent was guided in particular by the World Programme of Action for
Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond and the proposals therein for integrated
action to address nore effectively the problens of young people and to enhance
their participation in devel opnent.

82. The Organization of African Unity (OAU) in cooperation with the Economic
Commi ssion for Africa (ECA) held the Pan-African Conference on Youth and

Devel opment from 18 to 22 March 1996 in Addis Ababa. The participants di scussed
and made a nunber of reconmendations in the following areas: the youth
situation in Africa; peace, participation and devel opment; youth, health and
devel opnent; challenges for youth in the rural and urban sectors; youth and

envi ronnent; opportunities for the girl child; and youth and African regiona
integration. The neeting al so decided on nodalities for the inplenmentation of

t he recommendati ons, which include: short- and |ong-term neasures at the
national |evel, and short- and long-termpolicies and nmeasures at the regiona
and intercontinental levels. It is inportant to note that the Conference
decided to convene a bi-annual Pan-African Conference on Youth and Devel oprent
to review and assess the progress achi eved since the holding of the first
Conference. Furthernmore, youth organizations from 10 African countries al ong
with the scouts participated in the Conference. They held their own youth forum
at the Conference and decided to convene a Congress of the Pan-African Youth in
Algeria in 1996 to revitalize the African youth novenent so that it can nobilize
all the African youth to participate actively in all processes ained at
addressing the political, social, cultural and econom c chall enges facing the
continent. Towards that end, the Governnent of Algeria has offered to host the
conf er ence.

83. The European Community Action Programme for Cooperation in the Field of
Educati on ( SOCRATES) was | aunched in 1995 and runs to the end of 1999. Spanning
the 15 menber States of the European Union, as well as Norway, |celand and

Li echtenstein, it is the first European initiative covering education at al

ages and fornms part of a broader approach to the concept of Iifelong |Iearning.

C. dobal |eve

84. The World Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond calls
for the Comm ssion for Social Developnent, in its capacity as the subsidiary
body of the Econom c and Social Council responsible for global social

devel opnent issues, to play an inportant role as the focal point for the

i npl enentati on of the Programme of Action. The Conm ssion was called upon to

/...
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continue the policy-Ilevel dialogue on youth for policy coordination and for
periodic nmonitoring of issues and trends. The General Assenbly invited current
regi onal and interregional conferences of nministers responsible for youth
affairs in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin Anerica and the Caribbean and Western
Asia to intensify cooperation anong each other and to consider neeting regularly
at the international |evel under the aegis of the United Nations. The Assenbly
i ndi cated that such neetings could provide an effective forumfor a focused

gl obal di al ogue on youth-rel ated issues.

85. Youth-rel ated bodi es and organi zations of the United Nations system were
invited to cooperate with the above-nentioned conferences. In this connection
the existing ad hoc inter-agency working group on youth was requested to neet
annually and to invite all concerned bodi es and agenci es of the United Nations
system and rel ated i ntergovernnental organizations to discuss ways and neans by
whi ch they could pronpte the inplenmentation of the Programme of Action on a
coordi nated basis. The Programme al so indicated that effective channels of
comuni cati on between non-governnmental youth organi zations and the United
Nations systemwere essential for dialogue and consultation on the situation of

youth and inplications for the inplenentation of the Programre of Action. It
recalled that the General Assenbly had repeatedly stressed the inportance of
channel s of comunication in the field of youth. |t recommended that the Youth

Forum of the United Nations Systemcontribute to the inplenmentation of the
Programe of Action through the identification and pronotion of joint
initiatives to further its objectives so that they better reflect the interests
of youth.

86. Pursuant to CGeneral Assenbly resolutions 44/59 of 8 Decenber 1989 and

50/ 81, the Departnment for Policy Coordination and Sustai nabl e Devel opment of the
Secretariat, in partnership with the Austrian Federal Youth Council, convened
the World Youth Forum of the United Nations System bringing together

approxi mately 400 representatives of non-governnental youth organi zati ons,

yout h-rel at ed agenci es and organi zations of the United Nations system and other
i ntergovernnmental organi zations representing regional conferences of mnisters
responsi bl e for youth affairs. Participants came fromover 150 countries. The
nmai n obj ective of the Forumwas to pronote the inplenentation of the Wrld
Programe of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond by reflecting in
particul ar the views of youth and the initiation of joint youth projects in this
regard. The outcone consisted of a report and networki ng arrangenents based on
t he recommendati ons adopted by the Forum for joint action regarding youth
policy, youth communication, youth training and youth projects proposed by the
Forum s 12 working groups based on the priority issues of the Wrld Progranmre of
Action for Youth.

87. A unique system of co-nmanagenent was agreed upon bringi ng together
representatives of non-governnmental youth organizations and youth-rel at ed
organi zati ons and agencies of the United Nations systemboth to co-chair

12 working groups and to forma bureau to provide the overall direction of the
representati on of non-governnental youth organi zati ons and youth-rel ated
organi zati ons and agencies of the United Nations system

88. A brief sunmary of the recommendati ons adopted by the Wirld Youth Forum
fol | ows:
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Recomendat i ons

Wrking Goup 1. Youth, education and |eisure-tine activities

The Forum affirmed education to be a "universal right". Del egates
recommended t he devel opnent of a multicultural curriculumto be used worl dw de
in both formal and informal education. Anmong other suggestions, their projects
i ncluded training schenes, a "United Nations café" and a tool kit training
programe to promote sel f-enpl oyment.

Declaring its intention to build on the nmonentum of the convergence in 1995
of the tenth anniversary of the International Youth Year (1985), the fiftieth
anni versary of the United Nations and the adoption by the CGeneral Assenbly of
the Action Programme for Youth, the Forum stressed that education and |eisure
requi red new met hods of organi zation, financing and conceptualization to respond
to the enmerging challenges of the twenty-first century.

Working Group 2. Youth and enpl oynent

The Forum enphasi zed the seriousness of the enploynment problens confronting
the world's youth. Participants called for United Nations funding for youth
groups involved in specific programres designed to pronote youth enpl oyment and
sel f-enpl oynent. They believe Governnents should collaborate with youth to
desi gn programres and that training should always take into consideration the
requi renents of the |abour market.

Wrking Goup 3. Youth, health and popul ati on

Affirmng the need to invest in young people's health in order to ensure a
transfer of health to future generations, the Forumcalled on the nmedia and
entertainnent industry to pronote positive role nodels and i mages that support
rat her than underm ne health and devel opnent.

Younger health personnel should be included in policy-making, del egates
said, also citing a need for refresher courses on youth concerns and exchanges
programes for youth involved in health- and popul ation-rel ated i ssues. One
menber of the working group on health and popul ati on said that anonynous
screening for AIDS could break down people's reluctance to be tested,
particularly in certain cultures.

Working Group 4. Youth, hunger and poverty

The Forum anal ysed the causes of gl obal poverty. Unequal distribution of
resources contributed to unenpl oynent and underenpl oynent, and a | ack of
i nternational strategy and deficiencies in education and environmenta
protecti on exacerbated those problens. Participants said only an integrated
gl obal effort could solve those problens and called for efforts to identify and
share avail able resources. The Forum nade specific recomendati ons for both
governmental and United Nations system actions to enhance the participation of
youth in projects dealing with the eradication of hunger and poverty.
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Wrking Goup 5. Youth, environnent and sustai nabl e devel opnent

The Forum called for channel s of conmmunication in order to echo youth
concerns on the environnent and sustai nabl e devel opment. They called for a
"Youth Project Contract" that would enpower young people to forge partnerships
with United Nations entities, organizations, governnental institutions, |oca
aut horities, non-governnental organizations and scientific institutions.

Wrking Goup 6. Youth and human settl enents

The Forum proposed that the recomendati ons of the second United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat I1) in the areas of shelter and urban
pl anni ng be given higher priority on the agendas of all United Nations
programes, including the Wrld Programe of Action for Youth. Del egates
di scussed the possibility of establishing training programmes on human
settlenents to pronote common under st andi ng bet ween prof essionals and youth
groups. They urged the establishnent of a newsletter to di ssem nate Youth
Habi t at news and infornmation.

Working Group 7. Youth and drug abuse

Preventi on was the main focus of the Forum s recommendati ons on drug abuse,
whi ch proposed the devel opnment of "youth-friendly" nmethods to conmunicate
anti-drug-abuse nessages to young people at risk. Ampng its reconmendati ons,
the Forumcalled on the United Nations to invest in the future by supporting a
range of youth projects on drug prevention around the world; to encourage
training in drug prevention for youth | eaders; to support workshops for teachers
and yout h groups to devel op training manual s and information kits on drug
preventi on and to support non-judgenental youth programes ainmed at enabling
young people to nake inforned choices in relation to substances.

Working Group 8. Juvenile delinguency and justice

The Forum asked that juvenile offenders be viewed as current and possibly
future victins. Delegates stressed that hopel essness, desperation and adverse
econom ¢ ci rcunmstances should be seen as contributing to juvenile crimnality
and called for training semnars for juvenile justice professionals, parents and
ot her concerned adul ts.

They decl ared that inprisonnent is "not an adequate solution” to ensure
that youthful offenders are reintegrated into society and urged that
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons be given access to young prisoners.

Wrking Group 9. Youth, tolerance, racism and xenophobi a

The Forumcalled for the promotion of increased know edge in order to
counter intolerance. Stressing the equal value of each individual, participants
called for a "tol erance network" database to help fight raci smand xenophobi a
and for special efforts to break down ethnic and racial stereotypes. Youth was
a resource that could be used to elinmnate raci smand prejudice in the world.
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Del egat es asked that the issue of intolerance be identified as an
additional priority area to those already included in the Wrld Programe of
Action for Youth, and that young people put pressure on Governnents to inplenent
exi sting human rights instruments having a bearing on tol erance.

Wrking Group 10. Grls and young wonmen

The Forum noted that its working group on girls and young women, that began
with the participation of 29 wonen and one man, was paradoxically the only group
at the Forumthat did not reflect the organi zers' expressed intention to achieve

gender bal ance t hroughout the proceedings. It called for better dissem nation
of information to all women concerning international issues that affect wonen
and girls, including "disaffected groups". Delegates wanted to see w der

circulation of key international documents on wonen's rights, including various
United Nations conventions. Wnen, they said, should be enpowered to
conmuni cate at all |evels as equal partners

Wrking Goup 11. Youth participation and youth rights

In addition to its call for youth representation in national delegations to
the General Assenbly and rel ated conferences, the Forum proposed the creation of
a United Nations "Youth Rights Charter” and the appointnment by the Assenbly of a
speci al rapporteur to nonitor youth rights for no less than three years. It
recommended t hat young peopl e should have the right to travel freely, including
representatives of youth organizations.

Governnents, the group recommended, should include human rights education
in school curricula. Another proposal was the establishment of training courses
for trainers in the field of human rights and for the devel oprment of rel evant
training materials to enhance youth participation and rights.

Wirking Goup 12. Youth and communi cations

On the premse that information is power, the Forum said gl oba
conmuni cati ons anmong young people nmeant giving thema chance to enpower
t hensel ves. To realize the vision of this worldw de dial ogue, unhindered access
to information for every young person nust be ensured.

Noti ng that decentralized information reached the greatest possible nunber
of young peopl e, the group suggested a nunber a research projects ained at
i dentifying special channels of conmunication favoured by youth. Another
suggesti on was the establishment of an information centre for conflict areas.

New t echnol ogi es, such as the Internet, should be inproved so that young
peopl e coul d establish a real exchange on their situations and needs, |eading to
the setting up of a "world youth network"”. Particular enphasis was placed on
the need to incorporate nmass nedi a education in school curricula in order to
provi de young people with criteria for understanding the working pitfalls of
nedi a.
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G her international events

89. Another international event to pronote the inplenmentation of the Wrld
Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond, the d obal |ndi genous
and Youth Cultural Aynpics, was held at Manila from 24 February to

3 March 1996, with the theme "Partnership in action with youth for peace and

sust ai nabl e devel opnent”. During the neeting, the Assistant Secretary-Cenera
for Human Rights, M. Ibrahima Fall, |aunched the Progranme on a gl obal basis on
behal f of the Secretary-General. In section Il of the Manila Declaration

adopted by that neeting (see A/51/293, annex), youth were affirmed the right to
play an active part in all aspects of the social, economc, political,
educational, cultural, spiritual and noral life as partners in the devel opnent
of society. This section entitled "Youth" contained five parts: (a) education
and health; (b) human rights and responsibilities; (c) participation; (d) peace
and sust ai nabl e devel opnent; and (e) the arts, the nedia, and sports. The
neeting indicated that all young people had the right to basic and rel evant
education and to health services in their own interest and that of society as a
whole. It noted that indigenous youth as well as other di sadvantaged and

vul nerabl e youth should be protected and encouraged to participate in the life
of society. In addition, the neeting encouraged Governnents to inplenment youth
entrepreneurshi p programes.

[11. REVIEWAND APPRAI SAL: PROBLEMS ADDRESSED AND RECOMMENDATI ONS

A.  Probl ens addressed

1. National |eve

90. At the national level, the present report has reveal ed at |east six ngjor
obstacles to effective governmental action to inplenment this Programe of

Action: (a) inadequate political will to treat both the problens and potentials
of youth on an inter-sectoral basis; (b) lack of an integrated national youth
policy drawi ng the various youth-related policies of the sectoral mnistries and
departnents of the national Government and its provincial and | ocal agencies;

(c) insufficient training opportunities for personnel fromthe youth-rel ated
mnistries and departnents of the Government to effectively deal with youth
needs and aspirations; (d) |ow budgetary support for the delivery of such youth
policies to the target constituencies on a coordinated basis and involving the
sharing of resources of youth-related departnents; (e) problens of defining
youth and its subgroups and their varied needs (adol escents aged 15-18, youth
19-24) and not confusing policies and programmes of children with those for and
with youth; and (f) lack of systematic national reviews of the situation of
youth (jointly by governnental and non-governnental organizations nbst concerned
and with participation of the private sector, which has a social and econonic
interest in such surveys).
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2. Regional |eve

91. At the regional level, there has been an uneven reaction by the regi ona
conmi ssions to General Assenbly resolutions 49/ 154 and 50/ 81, which called on
themto take action to both review and apprai se the regional situations of youth
and to design regional youth programmes of action to prepare for and follow up
on the Wrld Programme of Action in each region. A review of regiona

i ntergovernmental action on youth since 1985 has revealed that all of the mgjor
regi onal neetings of ministers responsible for youth have been convened by ot her
regi onal intergovernmental organizations and not by the United Nations regiona
conmi ssions. Only ESCAP has taken regional action to pronote the Wrld
Programme of Action for Youth. The existing regional neetings of mnisters
responsi bl e for youth do not, in fact, include all of the respective Menber
States in their meetings. The Latin American neetings do not include Menber
States fromthe Caribbean; the African neetings are often split between the
Francophone and Angl ophone States; and the Asian neetings are restricted to the
subregi ons of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the South
Asi a Associ ation for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and do not include East Asia
or the Pacific, while the Wst Asian neetings have not been held so frequently.
Wth the exception of ESCAP, the activities of the regional conm ssions,
regional offices of the youth-related organi zati ons and agencies of the United
Nations system and rel ated regi onal intergovernnmental and non-government a
organi zati ons have not been sufficiently coordi nated especially to pronpte the
Programe of Action in each region.

3. dobal |eve

92. Finally, at the global level, in the 50-year history of the United Nations,
t here has never been a regular series of neetings under the aegis of the

Organi zation to bring together the senior officials of governmental ministries
and departnments responsible for youth matters to provide a global focus on youth
pol i ci es and programmes.

93. As of 1996, approximately 166 of the total of 185 Menber States have yout h-
rel ated departments and mnistries. |If there has been a |lack of such a gl oba
platform at the governnmental |evel, there has also been a | ack of an effective
gl obal platformat the non-governnental and intergovernnental |evels. Wthout
the direct invol vement of such constituencies nost concerned, the Wrld
Programe of Action for Youth will remain on the shelf. Mreover, the

yout h-rel ated operational activities of the United Nations have not been
directly related to the gl obal standards adopted on youth by the Genera
Assenbly and the gl obal discussions have not been related to such operationa
proj ects.
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B. Recommendati ons

1. National |eve

94. At the national level, the United Nations Youth Fund, as well as other
yout h-related funds in the United Nations system could support national review
nmeetings, especially in the | east devel oped countries and at least in al

regi ons of the South. Such nmeetings could bring together representatives of:
(a) the youth-related mnistries and departnents of the national Governnents
(especially those concerned with education, health, enploynent and youth
participation); (b) youth-related organi zati ons and agencies of the United
Nations system (c) national non-governnmental youth organizations; and

(d) concerned private sector conpanies and industries. The discussions could
focus on the national situation of youth and on the national policies and
programes of the participants regarding this situation of youth. The Wrld
Programe of Action for Youth could be reviewed and referred to in these

di scussions to better link national and global policies in this field and to
design nore appropriate programes. The youth-rel ated organi zati ons and
agencies of the United Nations systemare invited to consider, support and
follow up national youth programes of action adopted by such neetings.

2. Regional |eve

95. At the regional level, the regional commissions are invited to act on the
requests of the General Assenbly to become nore involved in both

i ntergovernmental and non-governmental review neetings in this field and in each
region, and likew se to support and follow up the regional youth progranmes of
action adopted by such neetings. The Wrld Programre of Action for Youth calls
upon regi onal non-governmental youth organizations, regional offices of bodies
and organi zations of the United Nations system and regi onal intergovernmenta
organi zati ons concerned with youth to consider neeting on a biennial basis to
revi ew and di scuss issues and trends and to identify proposals for regional and
subregi onal cooperation. The regional commssions are invited to play an
essential role through the provision of a suitable venue and appropriate input
regardi ng regi onal action

3. dobal |leve

96. The recomendati ons of the World Progranme of Action for Youth to the Year
2000 and Beyond include the role of the Comm ssion for Social Devel opment in
continuing its policy-level dialogue on youth for policy coordination and
periodic nmonitoring of issues and trends; regular neetings at the international
| evel , under the aegis of the United Nations, of ministers responsible for youth
affairs, building on the current regional and interregi onal conferences of

m ni sters responsible for youth affairs in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin Amrerica
and the Cari bbean and Western Asia; annual neetings of the existing ad hoc

i nter-agency group on youth in which all the bodies and agencies of the United
Nati ons system concerned and rel ated intergovernnental organi zations can
participate to discuss ways and neans by which they can further and pronpte the
i mpl ement ati on of the Programme of Action on a coordinated basis; neetings of

l...
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the Youth Forum of the United Nations Systemto contribute to the inplenentation
of the Programre of Action through the identification and pronotion of joint
initiatives to further its objectives so that they better reflect the interests
of youth; and the role of the United Nations Youth Fund to support the

i mpl ement ati on of the Programme of Action through pilot action to encourage the
participation of youth in devising and carrying out operational projects.

97. By adopting the Programme of Action, the General Assenbly has agreed to

t hose recommendations. The tine has now come to inplenent these gl oba
reconmendations and to report to the Assenbly through the Conmm ssion on progress
achi eved and obst acl es encount er ed.
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ANNEX

Status of inplenentation of the Wrld Programme of Action for

Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond as at Decenber 19962

Af ghani st an®¢

Al bani a®¢

Al geria®¢

Andorra®¢

Angol a">¢

Anti gua and Bar buda®¢

Argentina®¢

Ar neni a©

Australia®¢d

Austria®cd

Azer bai j an®

Bahanas® ¢

Bahr ai n>¢

Bangl adesh® ¢ d

Bar bados® ¢ ¢

Bel arus®¢

Bel gi unt-¢d

Bel i zeb¢

Beni n®¢

Bhut an°®

Bol i vi a> ¢ d

Bosni a and Her zegovi na®

Bot swana® ¢ ¢

Brazil ¢

Brunei Darussal ant ¢

Bul gari a>¢

Bur ki na Faso®¢ ¢

Bur undi > ¢

Canbodi a®

Caner oon® ¢

Canada® ¢ ¢

Cape Verde®

Central African
Republ i cb¢

Chad® ¢

Chi | eb¢d

Chi na®¢d

Col onbi a® ¢

Conor os® ¢

Congo® ¢

Costa Rica>¢d

Cote d'lvoire®e

Croatia®®

Cubab,c,d

qpr usb,c,d

Czech Republic®e

Denocratic People's
Republic of Korea®¢d

Denmar kP ¢ d

Dj i bouti ¢

Domi ni ca®

Dom ni can Republ i c®

Ecuador®¢

Egypt b,c,d

El Sal vador*®

Equat ori al Qui nea®

Eritrea®

Est oni a°©

Et hi opi a>°¢

Fijibe

Fi nl and® ¢ d

France® ¢ d

Gabon® ¢

Ganbi a® ¢

Ceorgi a°

Ger many® ¢ ¢

Ghana® ¢ ¢

G eeceb ¢ d

G enada‘

Guat emal a> ¢

Qui nea®¢

Qui nea- Bi ssau‘

Guyana®e©

Haiti®¢

Hondur as® ¢

Hungar y® ¢ d

| cel and®>¢d

I ndi a®>¢¢d

| ndonesi a® ¢ ¢

Iran (Islamc Republic
of ) b.cd

I raq°®

I rel and®¢cd

| srael ®¢d

Italy®

Jamai ca® ¢ ¢

Japan® ¢ ¢

Jor dan® ¢

Kazakst an®

Kenyab: ¢

Kuwai t ©

Kyr gyzst an®

Lao People's
Denocratic Republic®

Lat vi a°

Lebanon® ¢

Lesot ho® ¢

Li beri a>¢

Li byan Arab Jamahiriya®

Li echt enst ei n>¢d

Li t huani a®

Luxenmbour g° ¢ d

Madagascar ¢

Mal awi P ¢ d

Mal aysi ab ¢ d

Mal di ves® ¢

Nh' | b,c,d

Mal t ab ¢ d

Mar shal | 1sl ands® ¢ d

Mauri t ani ab ¢

Mauri tius®e©



Mexi co® ¢

M cronesi a (Feder at ed
St at es of)Pcd

Monaco® ¢ ¢

Mongol i a¢

Mor occo® ©

Mozanbi que® ¢ d

Myanmar ©

Nami bi ab ¢

Nepal b-¢

Net her | ands® ¢ ¢

New Zeal and® ¢ ¢

Ni car agua® ¢ ¢

Ni ger ¢

Ni geri a>¢d

Nor V\ﬁyb'c'd

OTHnb'C

Paki st an® ¢

Pal au®

Panama® ¢

Papua New Qui nea®¢d

Par aguay® ¢

Per u® ¢ d

Phi | i ppi nes®¢d

Pol and® ¢ d

Por t ugal ¢ d

Qat ar ©

Republ i c of Korea®¢d

Republ i c of Mol dova® ¢

Romani a® ¢ d

Russi an Feder ati on®¢¢

Rwanda® ¢

Saint Kitts and Nevis®¢

Sai nt Lucia®¢

Saint Vincent and the
G enadi nes®¢

Sanpa® ¢

San Mari no°

Sao Torme and Pri nci pe®

Saudi Arabi a®¢

Senegal ¢

Seychel | es® ¢

Sierra Leone®¢

Si ngapor e ¢

Sl ovaki a® ¢

Sl oveni a® ¢

Sol omon | sl ands®¢©

Somal i a®

South Africa®¢d

Spai n® ¢

Sri Lanka®¢d

Sudan® ¢

Sur i nane® ¢ ¢

Swazi | and® ¢

Sweden®: ¢ d

Syrian Arab
Republ i cP¢d

Taj i ki st an®

Thai | and®¢
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The former Yugosl av

Republ i c of
Macedoni a®
Togo®©

Trini dad and Tobago®¢¢

Tuni si a®>¢

Tur key®©

Tur kneni st an®

Uganda®: ¢

Wkr ai ne® ¢

United Arab
Emir at esb ¢ ¢

Uni ted Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and
Northern Irel and®¢d

United Republic of
Tanzani a> ¢ ¢

United States of
Aneri ca“

Ur uguay® ¢

Uzbeki st an®

Vanuat u® ¢

Venezuel a® ¢ ¢

Vi et Nanc¢d

Yenmen®: ¢

Yugosl avi a®¢

Zairebe©

Zanbi a ¢

Zi mbabwe® ¢ ¢

a2 The data in the present annex have been drawn fromthe database on youth

of the Department for
Secretariat, as well

b Fornul ation of a national

¢ Designation of a nationa
committee, etc.).

departnment, council,

¢ | npl enent ati on of a national

vol untary service).

¢® No data received on national youth policies,

programes of action.

Pol i cy Coordi nation and Sust ai nabl e Devel oprment of the
as fromreplies fromMenber States to a questionnaire sent
by the Secretariat in 1996.
youth policy (cross-sectoral).

yout h coordinating nechani sm (mnistry,

yout h programre of action (operational,

coordi nati ng mechani sns or



