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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The itementitled "Establishment of a nucl ear-weapon-free zone in South
Asi a" was included in the provisional agenda of the fifty-second session of the
Ceneral Assenbly in accordance with Assenbly resol ution 51/42 of

10 Decenber 1996.

2. At its 4th plenary neeting, on 19 Septenber 1997, the General Assenbly, on
the recommendati on of the General Conmittee, decided to include the itemin its
agenda and to allocate it to the First Conmittee.

3. At its 2nd neeting, on 9 Cctober 1997, the First Conmittee decided to hold
a general debate on all disarmanent and international security itenms allocated
toit, nanely, itens 62 to 82, which was held at the 3rd to 12th neetings, from
13 to 17 and from 20 to 24 Cctober (see A/C. 1/52/PV.3-12). Structured

di scussions of specific subjects on the adopted thematic approach were hel d at
six informal neetings, from27 to 31 Cctober. Draft resolutions on the itens
were considered at the 15th to 17th neetings, from5 to 7 Novenber (see

A/ C. 1/52/PV. 15-17); action was taken on themat the 18th to 24th neetings, from
10 to 14 and on 17 Novenber (see A/ C. 1/52/PV. 18-24).

4. For its consideration of the item the Conmttee had before it a note by
the Secretary-General (A/52/306).
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1. CONSI DERATI ON OF DRAFT RESCLUTI ON A/ C. 1/52/L. 38
5. At the 16th neeting, on 6 Novenber, the representative of Pakistan, on

behal f of Bangl adesh and Paki stan, introduced a draft resolution entitled
"Establ i shment of a nucl ear-weapon-free zone in South Asia" (A/C 1/52/L. 38).

6. At its 18th neeting, on 10 Novenber, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/ C.1/52/L.38 by a recorded vote of 139 to 3, with 8 abstentions (see para. 7).
The voting was as fol |l ows:?

In favour: Al bani a, Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina,
Armeni a, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahanas, Bahrain,
Bangl adesh, Barbados, Bel arus, Bel gium Benin, Bolivia,

Bot swana, Brazil, Brunei Darussal am Bulgaria, Burkina Faso
Caner oon, Canada, Chile, China, Colonbia, Congo, Croatia,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Djibouti, Dom nican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji,
Fi nl and, France, Gabon, Georgia, CGermany, Ghana, G eece,

Qui nea, i nea-Bi ssau, Quyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary,
Iceland, Iran (Islamc Republic of), Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Janmai ca, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan,
Latvia, Liberia, Libyan Arab Janmhiriya, Liechtenstein,

Li t huani a, Luxenbourg, Madagascar, Ml awi, Ml aysia, Maldives,
Mali, Malta, Marshall |slands, Mexico, Mnaco, Mngoli a,

Mor occo, Mozanbi que, Nami bia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zeal and,
Ni ger, Nigeria, Norway, Oran, Pakistan, Pananma, Papua New

Qui nea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,
Republic of Korea, Republic of Ml dova, Ronmania, Russian
Federation, Saint Lucia, Sanpa, San Marino, Saudi Arabia,
Senegal , Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solonon
I sl ands, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Surinane,
Swazi | and, Sweden, Thailand, the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedoni a, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey,

Tur knmeni st an, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emrates, United

Ki ngdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United Republic
of Tanzania, United States of Anerica, Uruguay, Uzbekistan
Venezuel a, Zanbi a, Zi nbabwe.

Agai nst : Bhut an, India, Muritius.

Abst ai ni ng: Afghani stan, Al geria, Cuba, Cyprus, |ndonesia, Lao People's
Denocratic Republic, Myanmar, Viet Nam
[11. RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE FI RST COW TTEE

7. The First Committee recomends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the
followi ng draft resolution

! Subsequently, the delegation of Céte d'Ivoire indicated that, had it been
present, it would have voted in favour



A 52/ 597
Engl i sh
Page 3

Est abli shnment of a nucl ear-weapon-free zone in South Asia

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 3265 B (XXI X) of 9 Decenber 1974, 3476 B (XXX) of
11 Decenber 1975, 31/73 of 10 Decenber 1976, 32/83 of 12 Decenber 1977, 33/65 of
14 Decenber 1978, 34/78 of 11 Decenber 1979, 35/148 of 12 Decenber 1980, 36/88
of 9 Decenber 1981, 37/76 of 9 Decenber 1982, 38/65 of 15 Decenber 1983, 39/55
of 12 Decenber 1984, 40/83 of 12 Decenber 1985, 41/49 of 3 Decenber 1986, 42/29
of 30 Novenber 1987, 43/66 of 7 Decenber 1988, 44/109 of 15 Decenber 1989, 45/53
of 4 Decenber 1990, 46/31 of 6 Decenber 1991, 47/49 of 9 Decenber 1992, 48/ 72 of
16 Decenber 1993, 49/72 of 15 Decenber 1994, 50/67 of 12 Decenber 1995 and 51/42
of 10 Decenber 1996 concerning the establishnent of a nucl ear-weapon-free zone
in South Asia,

Reiterating its conviction that the establishment of nucl ear-weapon-free
zones in various regions of the world is one of the neasures that can contribute
effectively to the objectives of non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and
general and conpl ete di sar manent,

Beli eving that the establishnent of a nucl ear-weapon-free zone in South
Asia, as in other regions, will assist in the strengthening of the security of
the States of the region against the use or threat of use of nucl ear weapons,

Taking note with appreciation of the declarations issued at the highest
| evel by the Governments of South Asian States that are devel oping their
peaceful nucl ear progranmmes, reaffirmng their undertaking not to acquire or
manuf act ure nucl ear weapons and to devote their nucl ear programes exclusively
to the econom c and soci al advancenent of their peoples,

Wl com ng the proposal for the conclusion of a bilateral or regiona
nucl ear-test-ban agreenment in South Asia,

Noting the proposal to convene, under the auspices of the United Nations, a
conference on nucl ear non-proliferation in South Asia as soon as possible, with
the participation of the regional and other concerned States,

Noting also the proposal to hold consultations anmong five nations with a
view to ensuring nuclear non-proliferation in the region

Consi dering that the eventual participation of other States, as
appropriate, in this process could be useful

Bearing in mind the provisions of paragraphs 60 to 63 of the Final Docunent
of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assenbly? regarding the
est abl i shnent of nucl ear-weapon-free zones, including in the region of South
Asi a,

2 Resol ution S-10/2.
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Taking note of the note by the Secretary-General,?

1. Reaffirms its endorsenent, in principle, of the concept of a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in South Asia;

2. Urges once again the States of South Asia to continue to make al
possible efforts to establish a nucl ear-weapon-free zone in South Asia and to
refrain, in the nmeantime, fromany action contrary to that objective;

3. Wl cones the support of all the five nuclear-weapon States for this
proposal, and calls upon themto extend the necessary cooperation in the efforts
to establish a nucl ear-weapon-free zone in South Asia;

4. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to communicate with the States of the
regi on and ot her concerned States in order to ascertain their views on the issue
and to pronpte consultations anong themwith a view to exploring the best
possibilities of furthering the efforts for the establishment of a nuclear-
weapon-free zone in South Asia;

5. Al so requests the Secretary-Ceneral to report on the subject to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-third session

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third

session the itementitled "Establishment of a nucl ear-weapon-free zone in South
Asi a".

3 A/ 52/ 306.



