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. | NTRODUCTI ON
1. The itementitled:
"Reduction of mlitary budgets:
"(a) Reduction of mlitary budgets;

"(b) ojective information on military matters, including transparency
of mlitary expenditures"

was included in the provisional agenda of the fifty-second session of the
General Assenbly in accordance with Assenbly resol utions 35/142 B of
12 Decenber 1980 and 51/38 of 10 Decenber 1996.

2. At its 4th plenary neeting, on 19 Septenber 1997, the General Assenbly, on
the recommendati on of the General Conmittee, decided to include the iteminits
agenda and to allocate it to the First Conmittee.

3. At its 2nd neeting, on 9 Cctober 1997, the First Conmittee decided to hold
a general debate on all disarmanent and international security itenms allocated
toit, nanely, itens 62 to 82, which was held at the 3rd to 12th neetings, from
13 to 17 and from 20 to 24 Cctober (see A/C. 1/52/PV.3-12). Structured

di scussions of specific subjects on the adopted thematic approach were hel d at
six informal neetings, from27 to 31 Cctober. Draft resolutions on the itens
were considered at the 15th to 17th neetings, from5 to 7 Novenber (see

A/ C. 1/ 52/ PV. 15-17); action was taken on themat the 18th to 24th neetings, from
10 to 14 and on 17 Novenber (see A/ C. 1/52/PV. 18-24).
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4 For its consideration of the item the Commttee had before it the

foll owi ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on objective information on mlitary
matters, including transparency of mlitary expenditures (A/52/302);

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on nmilitary expenditures in
standardi zed fornms reported by States (A/52/310);

(c) Letter dated 23 Septenber 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative of
the Marshall Islands to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral
transmtting the communi qué of the twenty-eighth South Pacific Forum held at
Rarotonga from 17 to 19 Septenber 1997 (A/52/413).

1. CONSI DERATI ON OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/ C. 1/52/L. 31

5. At the 15th neeting, on 5 Novenber, the representative of Germany, on
behal f of Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,
France, Germany, G eece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania
Luxenbourg, the Netherl ands, New Zeal and, Norway, Pol and, Portugal, the Republic
of Ml dova, Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, The fornmer Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, the United Kingdomof Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the
United States of Anerica introduced a draft resolution entitled "Objective
information on mlitary matters, including transparency of mlitary expenditure"
(A C 1/52/L.31). Subsequently, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Malta, Mnaco, Sl ovakia,
Turkey and WUkraine joined in sponsoring the draft resolution.

6. At its 19th nmeeting, on 11 Novenber, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A/ C. 1/52/L.31 without a vote (see para. 7).

[11. RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE FI RST COW TTEE
7. The First Committee recomends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the

following draft resolution

bjective information on nmlitary matters, including
transparency of mlitary expenditures

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 51/38 of 10 Decenber 1996 on objective information
on mlitary matters, including transparency of mlitary expenditures,

Also recalling its resolution 35/142 B of 12 Decenber 1980, which
i ntroduced the United Nations systemfor the standardized reporting of mlitary
expenditures, and its resolutions 48/ 62 of 16 Decenber 1993 and 49/ 66 of
15 Decenber 1994, calling upon all Menber States to participate init, and its
resolution 47/54 B of 9 Decenber 1992, endorsing the guidelines and
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recomendati ons for objective information on mlitary matters and inviting
Member States to provide relevant information to the Secretary-CGeneral regarding
their inplenentation,

Noting that since then national reports on mlitary expenditures and on the
gui del i nes and recomendati ons for objective information on mlitary matters
have been subnmitted by a nunmber of Menber States belonging to different
geogr aphi c regions,

Wel coning the report of the Secretary-General! on ways and neans to
i npl enent the guidelines and recommendati ons for objective information on
mlitary matters, including, in particular, howto strengthen and broaden
participation in the United Nations systemfor the standardized reporting of
mlitary expenditures,

Expressing its appreciation to the Secretary-General for providing Menber
States with the reports on mlitary expenditures in standardized formreported

by States and on gui delines and reconmendati ons for objective information on
mlitary matters,

Wl com ng the decision of many Menber States to exchange and to publish
i nformation annually on their mlitary budgets and to inplement the guidelines
and recommendations for objective information on nmilitary matters, as
appropri ate,

Reaffirming its firmconviction that a better flow of objective information
on mlitary matters can help to relieve international tension and contribute to
t he buil ding of confidence anong States and to the conclusion of concrete
di sar manent agreenents,

Convi nced that the inprovement of international relations forms a sound
basis for pronoting further openness and transparency in all mlitary matters,

Recal ling that the guidelines and recommendati ons for objective information
on mlitary matters recommended certain areas for further consideration, such as
the inprovenent of the United Nations systemfor the standardized reporting of
mlitary expenditures,

1. Recommends t he gui delines and recommendati ons for objective
information on mlitary matters to all Menber States for inplenmentation, fully
taking into account specific political, mlitary and other conditions prevailing
in aregion, on the basis of initiatives and with the agreement of the States of
t he regi on concer ned;

2. Calls upon all Menber States to report annually, by 30 April, to the
Secretary-General their mlitary expenditures for the |latest fiscal year for
whi ch data are available, using, for the time being, the reporting instrunment as
reconmended in its resolution 35/142 B

1 A/ 52/ 302.
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3. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to circulate annually the reports on
mlitary expenditures as received from Menber States;

4. Endorses the intention of the Secretary-General, as stated in his
report,! to resune consultations with rel evant international bodies, wthin
exi sting resources, with a view to ascertaining the requirenents for adjusting
the present instrunment to encourage w der participation

5. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to nake recommendati ons, based on the
out come of the intended consultations and taking into account the views of
Menber States, on necessary changes to the content and structure of the United
Nati ons systemfor the standardi zed reporting of mlitary expenditures in order
to strengthen and broaden participation, and to submt a report on the subject
to the General Assenbly at its fifty-third session

6. Calls upon all Menber States, in tinme for the deliberation by the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-third session, to provide the Secretary-CGenera
with their views on ways and neans to strengthen and broaden participation in
the United Nations systemfor the standardized reporting of mlitary
expendi tures, including necessary changes to its content and structure;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third

session the itementitled "Cbjective information on mlitary matters, including
transparency of military expenditures”



