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Letter dated 29 Septenber 1997 fromthe Pernanent Representative
of Chile to the United Nations addressed to the President of the
Ceneral Assenbly

| have the honour to address you in relation to agenda item 9, "General
debate" of the fifty-second session of the General Assenbly.

Under this agenda item the President of Bolivia, M. Hugo Banzer Suarez,
made reference in his statement to matters which ny del egation believes require
i mportant clarification.

In this regard, | have the honour to enclose the attached document, which
contains the position of the Governnent of Chile on the above-nentioned subjects
rai sed by General Banzer (see annex).

| should greatly appreciate it if the present letter and its annex could be
circul ated as soon as possible as a docunent of the General Assenbly under
agenda item 9.

(Signed) Juan SQVAVI A
Anbassador
Per manent Representative of Chile
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Annex

Reply by the delegation of Chile to the statenent delivered
by the President of Bolivia on 29 Septenber 1997 during the
general debate at the fifty-second session of the

Ceneral Assenbly

[Original: Spanish]

The del egation of Chile deens it necessary to nmake a nunber of
clarifications regarding what was said by the President of Bolivia,
M. Hugo Banzer Suarez, in his statenent before the General Assenbly on
29 Septenmber 1997.

In the first place, it is appropriate to point out that the United Nations,
i ke any other international forum has absolutely no jurisdiction or mandate to
consi der issues relating to the sovereignty of Menber States. For this reason,
General Banzer's renmarks were not nmade in the proper forum They were al so not
nmade at the right tine, since the border treaty between Chile and Bolivia dates
back al nost a century.

It is well known that the inviolability of treaties is a fundanenta
principle of the legal order in the Arericas and the basis of the peace and
understandi ng that prevail in our continent. |In this connection, Chile has
i nvari ably maintained that the issue Bolivia has raised was definitively and
totally resolved through the signature of the Treaty of Peace, Friendship and
Commerce of 1904, which was validly negotiated and freely approved by both
countries and is fully in force today. That Treaty was signed 20 years after
the end of the armed conflict, with no pressure of any kind, and received the
broad backi ng of the Bolivian Congress and public opinion.

The foregoing is a reality of which both Bolivia and the rest of the
international commnity are perfectly well aware, so that all that is needed is
to refute the specific points raised by Bolivia.

The Governnent of Chile will not alter its resolve to continue pronoting
with Bolivia the understanding, cooperation and devel opnment the two nations have
enbar ked upon, which we are ready to expand further in a nodern spirit of
renewal .

Since 1990, fromthe advent of the denocratic reginme, Chile and Bolivia
have been able to nmake progress in a positive dial ogue which has found
expression in various initiatives. W nmay nention in this connection the
establ i shment of a nechanismfor periodic political consultations and the
signing of an econom c conplenentarity agreenent, along with agreenents for the
nmut ual pronotion and protection of investnents, export pronotion and
phytosanitary regulation. The two countries are also participating in the
conduct of projects ainmed at establishing bi-oceanic corridors; for the first
time in our history, there is today a nodern highway |linking the cities of
La Paz and Arica, and the concession for the Chilean section of the rail way
covering the sane route has been awarded to a Bolivian conpany.
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Joint initiatives of this kind are the road to follow, and Chile is
prepared to do so. Insistence on ideas that are totally renote fromthe | aw and
fromreality will not lead to the devel opment and understandi ng that our peoples

deserve.

Ref erence nust al so be made to another point taken up by the President of
Bolivia, nanely the issue of anti-personnel mnes

Like the majority of countries in the hem sphere and particularly in the
Sout hern Cone of South America, Chile was drawn into the use of this type of
def ensi ve weapon by tensions suffered in past times. Today we condemn it for
its inhuman nature. This happened in the 1970s, a period of |ost denpcracy in
the region, in which alnmost all the countries were governed by mlitary regines.

This is why Chile, like the vast mgjority of countries, reacted with strong
support for the initiatives designed to elimnate weapons of this type fromthe
face of the earth, and participated actively in the process that has recently
been taking place in the international comunity.

For this reason, the Governnment of Chile has arranged for the conduct of a
conpl ete survey of anti-personnel mines in our territory; this is public
know edge, and gives an exanpl e of transparency which we should very much |ike
to see imtated by all those who have used these weapons.

Chile's commtnment to resolving this problemhas been cl ear and
categorical. For nore than 10 years, we have been applying a noratoriumon the
production and export of these weapons, and the United Nations was duly notified
of this commtnent; we co-sponsored the resolution adopted in 1996 by the
General Assenbly at its fifty-first session, calling for an end to the
production, stockpiling and use of anti-personnel mnes; lastly, we have
i nvol ved ourselves in the Otawa process, which recently culmnated in Gslo with
the initialling of a Convention for the elimnation of these weapons, which wll
be signed in Decenmber and to which we shall becone a Party, responsibly assum ng
the obligations contained therein, within the established time limts.

The foregoing is nerely one nore expression of the general policy pursued
by Chile in nmatters related to disarmanent. 1In this context, we have pronoted
t he Mendoza Accord whereby Argentina, Brazil and Chile banned chem cal and
bi ol ogi cal weapons in the Southern Cone; we have acceded to the anended Treaty
of Tlatelolco and to the Non-Proliferation Treaty; we are a full party to the
Convention on Chenmi cal Wapons; we have becone a nenber of the Conference on
Di sarmanent; we have signed the Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty; we are
participating actively in the revision of the Convention of Biological Wapons;
and we organi zed, in 1995, the first Regional Conference on Confidence- and
Security-Buil ding Measures, anong many other initiatives.

Thus we cannot but regret the m sapprehension under which Bolivia appears
to be labouring with regard to our public commitnent to the elimnation of
anti - personnel m nes.
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The world knows Chile's strong commitnment to the cause of peace and
devel opnent, as well as to the work of the United Nations in general. For the
same reason, we reject attenpts to raise in the General Assenbly issues that are
out of place or run counter to the nost elenentary principles of internationa
| aw and heal t hy coexi stence anmbng nati ons.



