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oF lreland O the nites Nabions acd—essed O whe
Secretery-Oeneral

Te Prevenﬁion ol the Wid.er Dissemin&tien
of Ruclear Weagﬂm

On the instructions of the Gorvemment of Trelend I have the honour to request
that & supplementary item gshould be placed on the agende of the sixbeenth -session
of the General Assembly enti”cled. "’_Fhe prevention of the wider dissemination of
nuclear we&pons. It will be reca:L’Led. thet the Govermment o:E' Ireland requesied
the inscrip’cion of & similar item et the last session of 'l:he Ceneral Assembly.

I enclose heze‘with an e@lana:tory memorandum regarding the proposed item in
accorﬂance with rules 14 and 20 of the rules of procedure of the General -Assembly.

(Signed)  T.F. O'SULLIVAN
Cha.rgé d'AfPalires B.i.
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Explanatory Memorandum

1. Iz the course of the thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth regulsr sessions

of the General Assembly, the Irish delegatlon drew attention to the dangers to
world peace lnvolved in the spread of nuclear wespons and to the urgent need

for international agreement which would ensure thei the existing nuclear Powers
would remein the sole possessors of such WeapOns.

2. At the thirteenth session, the Chelrman of the Irish delegation,

Mr. Frank Alken, Minister for Externsl Affaire ; submitted for the First Committee's
consideration a dvaft resolution which in its first preambular paregraph called
for recognition by the Assembly of the danger inherent in the further dissemination
of nuclear weapons and in its operative part proposed the establishment of an

ad hoe Committee to study the question and mske appropriete recomuendations to the
fourteenth session. Mr. Alken stressed that his main objectlve was to help prevent
matters getting worse through the spread of muclesr veapons while efforts were
being mede in disarmament and other conferences and negotigtions to relieve world
tension end improve imternational relatlons.

3. Mr. Aiken asked for a separate vote on the first presmbular persgraph, the
result of which was 37 votes in favour » none against, and Ui abstentions end,

after exprescing his satisfaction thet the danger hed been formelly recognized
without a single negative vote, he withdrew the draft resclution as a whole.

In doing so he indiceted thet he did not wish to ‘insist on eny perticular method
of dealing with the generally acknowledged danger and expressed the hope thet

the result would encourage the nuclear Powers to negotiate ap sgreement smong
themselves not to give nuelear Wweapons to non=nuclear Powers.

b, During the Pourteenth aessioh, the question of the prevention of the wider
dissemingtion of nuelear weapons was inscribed as a separate item on the Assembly's
egenda at the request of Ireland. As a result of the debate & resolution, 1380 (xxv)
of 20 November 1959, vas adopted by 70 votes 4o nome, with 12 sbstentions, which
suggested that the Ten-Nation Disermement Committee should comsider eppropriate
meens including the feasibility of an internationsl agreement, subject to
inspection and eontrol, wheréby ‘the Powers producing nuclear weapons would refrain
from handing over the control of such weapons to any nation not possessing them
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-and whereby the Powers not possessing such weapons would refrain from manufacturing
them and iuvited the Commititee to inelude the results of its deliberstions in its
report to the Disarmement Commismsion.
2+« As the Disarmement Committee suspended its discussions before it dealt with
the resolution, the Irish Govermment requested that the item be included on the
agends of the fifteenth session. Af;ter‘ debating the item the Genersl Assembly
adopted the Following resolutlon (1576 (XV)) on 20 December 1960 by 68 votes
‘to none, with 26 abstentions.

"The General Assembly,

"Becalling its resolution 1380 (XIV) of 20 November 1959,

"Recognlzing the urgent denger thet now exists that an inerease in
‘the muber of States possessing nuclesr weapons mey oceur, sggravating
internationsl tension end the difficulty of maintaining world peace, and
thus rendering more difficult the attailmment of general disarmement
agreement,

"Noting with regret thet the Ten-Nation Committee on Disarmememt
did not find 1t posaible to consider this problem, which was referred
to it by General Assembly resolution 1380 (XIV),

"Bellevine in the necessity of an internationsl egreement, subject
to Iinspection and control, whereby the Powers producing nuclear weapons
would refrain from relinguishing comtrol of such wespons to any nation
not possessing them and whereby Powers not possessing such weapons would
refrain from manufacturing them,

"Believing further that, pending the copclusion of such an ,
international agreement, it i1s deslrable thet temporary and voluntary
measures be teken to avold the aggravation of this danger,

"l. Calls upon all Govermments to meke every effort to achieve
bermenent agreement on the prevention of the wlder disseminstion of
nuclear wegpons;

"2, Calls upon Powers producing such wespons, as a ‘temporary
and voluntary measure pending the negotiation of such a permanent
agreement, to refrain from relinquishing control of such weepons to
any nation not possessing them and from transmitting to 1t the
information necessary for their mamufacture;

"3. Cells upon Powers not possessing such weapons, on & similar
temporaxy snd voluntary basls, to refrain from manufacturing these
wespons and from otherwise attempting to acquire them."
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6. Since the passinga of this resolution no apparent progress has been made' in
the negot"a.t'? on of an internabional agreement to restrict the spread of ‘melear
Weapous. '.Ehe Irish Govermment, convinced thel this matter is one of the grea‘bes‘h
importance end urgency, hopes thet ‘the General Asgembly will consider the matter
8gain with a view to securing the fulfilment of the objeetives outlined in its
brevious resolutions. To this end the Irish delegation requests thet the item
e Prevention of the wider dissemination of nueclesr weepons™ be placed upon
the provisional agends of the sixteenth session.





