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THE SITUATION IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA: REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
(A747/747) .

Mr. GHAFQORZAI (Afghanistan): For the second time in a pericd of
four months the Gemeral Assembly is ﬁeeting to consider the grave situation in
the sovereign State of Bosnia and Herzegovina, where the military agaression
of the Serbian forces is tending towards the complete liguidation and
extermination of cultural, social, economic and humanitarian values, while
violating the country's sovereignty, territorial integrity, political
independence and unity.

The continued intransigence of the Serbism leadership in not heeding tha
international community's call to cease forthwith its acts of aggrescsion and
the widespread, systematic violations of human rights inflicted upon the
territory and people of Bosnia and Herzegovina poses a clear danger of the
conflict spreading southward and mecessitates urgent, effective and decisive
action by fhe General Assembly and the Security Council, action that the
circumstances call for and that is in 1line with the collective call of the
membership of this Organization.

We share the concern of His Excellency the President of Croatia, who said
that the current explosive situation in Bosnis and Herzegovina could send a
signal to dissatisfied ethnic groups in other formerly communist countries
that the intermational community, especially the United Nations Seeurity
Council, will not act to stop them from using force to achieve their goals.,

The situation therefore has the potential to ignite a large-scale regioaal
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conflict endangering the peace and stability of the region and the world at
large.

For the last eight months, despite its grave concern about the situation,
despite commendable intarnational afforts made through the International
Conference on the Former Yugoslavia and despite the econcmic and trade
sanctions imposed against Serbia and Montenegro, the world community and this
Organization have not besn able to help effectively the innocent and
victimized nation of Bosania and Herzegovina. Painfully enouch, the ubhorrent
policy of "ethnic cleansing" coatinues to be implemented. It is therefore
time to conclude that the least this Organization can do is remove the
unjustifiable embargo, which coatinues to zdd to their suffering, and thereby
enable the Bosnian people te help themselves. It is the embargo that has
contributed to the loss of almost 70 per cent of the territory of Bosniaz and
Herzegovina., It is the smbargo that has contributed to the imbalance of power
and constituted a séurce of encouragement to the aggressors.

On 18 Hovember this year my delegation took part in the debate in the
Security Council on the situation in Bosnia ard Herzegovina, and there we
questioned the validity and justifiability of the embargo against the people
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which seriously hampered their just and inherent
right to self-defence. My delegation would like to take this opportunity to
state once again that Afghanistaa seriously questions the justifiability of
the embargo against the country of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Im support ef our

position and for the sake of the record, we should like to state the following.
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In the view of my delegation, Security Council resolution 713 (1991)
alone is ample and conclusive proof that the Security Council has not imposed
an embargo on Bosnia and Herzegovina. First of all, that was adopted with
regard to the conflict between two sides - Croatia and Serbia and Montenegro -

at a time when Bosnia and Herzegovina was not even an issue.
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Perhaps in no legal or technical sense does Security Council resolution
713 (1991) pertain to Bosnia and Herzegovina, as that resolution was adopted
in September 1991 whereas the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina emerged in
April 1992,

The part of Security Council resolution 713 (1991) that comes closest to
the purported applicability to the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina is
operative paragraph 6, in which the Council

"Decides, under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations,
that all States shall, for the purposes of establishing peace and
stability in Yugoslavia, immediately implement a general and complete
embargo on all deliveries of weapons and military equipment to Yugoslavia
until the Security Council decides otherwise following consultations
between the Secretary-General and the Government of Yugoslavia”,

(Security Council resolution 713 1991))

Perhaps it is clear from the paragraph that I have just quoted that the
Security Council resolution by which the sanction was imposed related to what,
in September 1991, was called Yugoslavia, when Serbia-Montenegro was at war
with Croatia. One thing is obvious: the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina of
December 1992 is not the Socialist Republic of Yugoslavia of 1991.

From the legal standpoint, it may be considered senseless to contend that
the sovereign State of Bosnia and Herzegovina should be subjected to arms
sanctions because it was once a part of the Socialist State of Yugoslavia.
Furthermore, the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, after democratically
electing its own Government in early 1992, declared independence in
February 1992. Subsequently the international community recognized it as a

sovereign State and made the same admission with reqard to the legitimacy of

its Government.
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Acceptance of the notion that the sovereign State of Bosnia and
Herzegovina is subject to the political dictates that the former Yugoslavia
was under might contradict our own national announcement of recognition of
Bosnia and Herzegovina as a sovereign State.

It is even more painful to see that the embargo on the shipment of arms
benefits the Serbian side, which has the active support of the armed forces of
the former Yugoslavia, whereas it puts the Bosnian side at a great
disadvantage. Moreover, the sanctions are not being implemented decisively.

The Islamic State of Afghanistan, as a member of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference, supported the resolution of the Sixth Extraordinary
Conference of Islamic Foreign Ministers held in Jiddah earlier this month. I
expect that, in line with the serious concern of the Muslim world, the General

Assembly will again adopt the draft resolution of which Afghanistan is one of

the sponsors.

Under the draft resolution the General Assembly would, inter alia, urge
the Security Council specifically to authorize Member States, in cooperation
with the Government of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, to use all
necessary means to uphold and restore the sovereignty, territorial integrity,
political independence and unity of Bosnia and Herzegovina and specifically to
consider exempting the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina from the arms
embargo imposed on the former Yugoslavia by the Council's resolution 713
(1991), which, in the view of my delegation, has been implemented
unjustifiably against the country of Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Our cosponsorship of and support for the draft resolution is the minimum

that Afghanistan can do by way of taking part in the international campaign
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aimed at bringing about a just and durable peace in the country of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and in the Balkans. The unholy design of a Greater Serbia will
continue in force unless it is checked with the appropriate actions for which
the draft resolution calls.

Mr. ABDUL GHAFFAR (Bahrain) (interpretation from Arabic): Day after
day, we receive reports on the continuing deterioration of the situation in
Bosnia and Herzegovina as a result of the continued Serbian aggression without
any scruples of conscience. The Security Council has tried to deal with the
crisis in Bosnia and Herzegovina as a threat to international peace and
security, but, regrettably, the Serbian aggression continues and brings in its
wake devastation killing and displacement.

Although the United Nations has adopted many resolutions, including those
of the Security Council, under Chapter VII of the Charter, the arrogance of
the Serbian aggressor has not ceased, and the resolutions have not curbed its
arbitrary and inhuman practices, which are indeed chilling and are part of a
plan to terrorize the civilian population, not to mention the so-called
"ethnic cleansing" aimed at forcing the Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina to
leave their homes and their land an aim that flies in the face of
international humanitarian law and yet is being pursued openly under the eyes
of the world,

Despite the international community's repeated condemnations through
United Nations resolutions - especially General Assembly resolution 46/242 -
the Serbs, in open defiance of international humanitarian law, have continued
their acts of barbarity: the rape of women, the murder of women, children and

the elderly, and collective massacres. These acts are mentioned in the
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resolutions of the United Nations - especially Security Council resolution
780 (1992). The international community must use all the means available to
it to apprehend the perpetrators of those crimes against humanity and bring
them to trial.

The International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia has made every
effort to stop the bloodshed in Bosnia and Herzegovina, We should like to pay
tribute to the Conference's co-Chairmen, Mr. Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen, for
their commendable efforts to secure a peaceful settlement to the conflict.
Nonetheless, events have shown that the unavowed objective of the Serbs is to
thwart the Conference and to occupy more and more of the territory from which
the civilian population is being driven out.

The operations launched recently by Serbian militia - operations
concerning which the Security Council adopted a presidential declaration on 9
December 1992 - indicate that Lord Owen was right about the role of the
military leaders as regards the planning of an attack to be carried out during
the winter months. This would worsen the situation in Boshia and Herzegovina.

All this strengthens our conviction that it is high time the resolutions
of the Security Council were implemented by force, so that the Council may

give credence to its tendency to deal with all cases of aggression on an equal

footing without distinction.
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The events now taking place in Bosnia and Herzegovina have shown the
persistence of the aggressors in defying and rejecting the resolutions of the
Security Council, as has been the case recently concerning the ban on military
flights. Contrary to expectations that the Serbs would be deterred by those
resolutions from persisting in their aggression, all indications seem to point
at further deterioration of the situation from one day to the next., It is
clear that the Serbian aggressors are unconcerned about international
resolutions because they are aware that there is a lack of resolve on the part
of the international community to enforce those resolutions, pursuant to the
stipulations of Chapter VII of the Charter. We therefore feel that the
international community's historic responsibility dictates that the community
of nations should take a firm stand against Serbian aggression, dekter that
aggression and enable it possible for the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina
to exercise its right to self—defenée, in accordance with Article 51 of the
Charter.

In this connection, it is important to lift the embargo on weapon imports
by Bosnia and Herzegovina in order for it to be able to defend itself against
the Serbian aggressors in accordance with international legality as enshrined
in the resolutions of the Security Council, especially resolution 757 (1992),
dated 30 May 1992,

Member States should not ignore what is going on in Bosnia and
Herzegovina. They must impose a total boycott on the Serbs and break trade
and political relations with Serbia and Montenegro.

In order to spare the civilian populatioﬂ any further suffering at this
point in time, we are in complete agreement with Mr. Mazowiecki, the Special
Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights, as well as Mrs. Ogata, the

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, that the most urgent need at
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present is to close down the concentration camps and to secure safe corridors
for the delivery of humanitarian assistance to the cities and villages
affected.

Mr, ARRIA (Venezuela) (interpretation from Spanish): The tragedy of
the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina brings to mind the title of a novel by
Nobel Prize Laureate Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Chronicle of a Death Foretold.
For a year now, world public oPinionlhas been expecting what has proved to be
true, that - with the full knowledge of humankind, of the General Assembly, of
the Security Council, of the Secretary-General, of the United Nations
Protection Force, of the mediators of the London Conference - the Serbs are
carrying out a process of extermination of an entire people that risks
becoming the chronicle of a death that has already occurred: in this case, the
death of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

This House of the world's nations was established so that humankind would
never again have to tolerate a State's violating the rights of another with
impunity. The Holocaust committed by the Nazi regime meant the massive
extermination of Jews in Europe during the Second World War, The new
holocaust has an abominable and terrible name: “ethnic cleansing". And it is
being practised by the same people who heroically fought the Nazis, whose

atrocities it rivals today.

The United Nations has to a great extent built its prestige and achieved
its moral stature by struggling against discrimination and against apartheid.
The "ethnic cleansing” that is being practised by the Sexbs in Bosnia and
Herzegovina is the equivalent of the apartheid of South Africa. Apartheid and
"ethnic cleansing" are two faces of the same coin and represent practises that
violate the essence of human rights and that flout and offend the values

embodied in this Organization.



A/47/PV.88
13

(Mr. Arria, Venezuela)

The indescribable catalogue of atrocities and war crimes committed by the
Serbs includes concentration camps; "ethnic cleansing"; torture; the murder of
children, based on the idea that "children must be killed now because later on
they will grow up and in any event will have to be killed then". In addition
to this, we now have the organized practice ¢f the systematic rape of
thousands of women and young girls. Undoubtedly, as Eslavenica Drakulic has
pointed out, the world owes something to these women, whose lives have been
criminally destroyed in such a cowardly manner. The accounts of some of these
women, together with statements by Serbian soldiers, reflect a situation that
can only be compared with the worst atrocities and aberrations of nazism.

It has taken too long for the United Nations to recognize that the
genocidal practices and the almost unprecedentedly brutal aggression that
characterizes the Serbian leaders and those who have encouraged and supported
them certainly have nothing to do with good faith.*

Since Jume 1992, the Permanent Representative of Bosnia and Herzegqgovina
has been asking the Secretary-General to give support to restricting military
flights over his territory and to neutralizing the artillery in order to make
it possible to provide humanitarian assistance and put an end to the bombing
of defenceless civilian populations. Ambassador Sacirbey has very clearly
warned:

"If these minimum measures are not taken, the aggressor will believe
that the world community, represented by the United Nations, could be
manipulated in order to subvert the principles of civilized humankind

that this noble Organization represents".

* Mr. Ghafoorzai (Afghanistan), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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Six months later, it is clear that the aggressors have achieved their
goal. They have also succeeded, with constant promises they never keep, and
through persecution, terror and "ethnic cleansing"”, in taking more than two
thirds of a Republic that is a Member of the Organization.

The adoption of this draft resolution coincides with a time when the city
of Sarajevo is being bombed in a cruel and desperate attempt totally to occupy
and subjugate the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The United Nations
cannot continue simply to threaten those who are carrying out the destruction
of a nation and sacrificing an entire people. The nature of Serbian
aggression demands the utilization today of all measures provided for in
Chapter VII,

I have just been informed a few minutes ago, before coming to the
rostrum, that the people of Pirici, of Kadje and Zaluzje have been bombarded
again, in another violation of United Nations resolutions, and that 18 more
children have been killed.

During 1992, the international community used all the means available to
it, except force, in the search for a political and peaceful solution to this
conflict., As a non-permanent member of the Security Council, my delegation
has had the opportunity to be involved in each and every one of the steps that
the Organization has taken in order to resolve this crisis,

The draft resolution before us reflects the general feeling of the
Members of our Organization and appropriately makes a final appeal for the
parties directly and indirectly involved in the conflict to heed the
resolutions. By setting a time limit, it points out that the delaying tactics
have now exhausted the world's patience. The international community would

thus be saying that it is not fooled about the course of events and even less
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about those who are causing these events. Venezuela cannot but associate
itself with this condemnation and with the reminder in respect of the scope
and consequences of the measures to be imposed.

The alternatives reflected in the draft resolution cannot be clearer:
either the United Nations, through its collective security machinery, brings
the solutions that are needed or the conflict runs the risk of being
internationalized., Clearly, this latter possibility would be catastrophic,

and we must do everything possible to avoid it.
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Venezuela will support the initiatives which, upon the recommendation of
the Secrstary-General and in the light of all information available to it,
including this resolution, it deems to be necessary. Venezuela believes that,
just as in the recent Security Council decision in the case of Somalia, in the
current context it is cppropriate for the Secretary-General to propose
whatever immediate course of action is necessary.

Six months after the beginning of the peace operations of the United
Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR). General Hussein Abdel Rezek, the
Commander of UNPROFOR in Sarajevo, who is an extremely reliable witness,
stated publicly that his mission had failed anrd that only foreign military
intervention can stem Serbian aggressiom.

The xecent statemeants made by the President of France, tho Seegetary of
State of the United States and the Secretary-General of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) indicate that soon the Security Council will at
last adopt a resolution that will result in compliance with the prohibition of
flights over Bosnia and Herzegovina and the achievement of certain military
objectives. Six months will soon have elapsed since that Government requested
this measure. In that regard, I believe it is illustrative of the attitude of
the Serbiar leaders in Bosnia to quote General Morvir Talic of the Serbian
Command, who watned that a possible foreign military imtervention

“"could occur - but the Americans who go there will not come out alive“.
The so-called Serbian Minister of Defence, Bugdar Subonic, completes this view
by saying

“We will not allow a Muslim Republic to exist in the heart of Europe. We

are really assisting Europe and the United States with our actions, so

there is no reason for them to intervene."
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It was not until after the end of the Second World War that the world at
large became aware of the atrocities committed by the Nazis. Ia fact, unknown
chapters of that terrible history are still being discovered. Today it would
be impossible to say that we are unaware of the recurrence of these crimes
against mankind. The mass media have constantly pointed out that before our
very eyes another holocaust is taking place - of Muslims this time, as it was
of Jews in the past. We must say that the credibility and authority of the
United Nations are in thése very moments at stake in the Républic of Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

Mr. PATOKALLIQO (Finland): Finland is deeply concerned over the
grave situation in the terfitory of the former Yugoslavia, and especially in
the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Peaceful negotiations are the only way of finding a lasting and generally
acceptable solution to the conflict. The International Conference on the
Former Yugoslavia, chaired by Mr. Vance and Lord Owen, is there to help find
such a solution. The Conference enjoys Finland's full confidence and support,

In the long run, the peaceful settloment of the war in Bosnia and
Herzegovina depends on finding a formula for thé cohahitation of the three
main ethnic groups that make up the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 1In
cur view, the coastitutional outline recently presented by the Conference's
Working Group, chaired by Mr. Ahtisaari, offers the‘best hope of achieving the
necessary modus_vivendi between the ethnic groups. Consequeatly, it is
essential that all three parties sit together at the same table to agree to
the constitutional future of Bosnia and Hezrzegovina on the basis of that

proposal. We appeal to all parties to overcome the remaining obstacles in

this regard.
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The ministerial meeting of the Conference in Geneva tomorrew should make
it clear to the parties that the coastitutional proposél on the table is the
only viable alternativeﬁ

I would like to underline that a fait accompli through the use of force
is not, and will not be, a2 solution acceptable to the international
community. The Bosnian Serbs must understand that the deeds they have so far
accomplished will not stay accomplished.

At the same time it is clear that all parties to the conflict must
respect the cease-fire which came into effect on 12 November 1992 and which
all of them agreed to in the Mixed Military Working Group. The regrettable
fact that there have been violations of the cease-fire does not undo the
cease~fire itself, let alone create a right for all to viclate it with
impunity.

It is axiomatic that such respect also entails respect for the no-fly
zone declared by the Security Council. That seems not to be the case,
however. The no-fly sone has been repeatedly violated by the Serbian side.

It is in the interests of all of us that the sovereignty of the Republic
of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the resolutions adopted by the Security Council
upholding that sovereignty are respected. All outside interference must stop
immediately.

This war is characterized by particularly repulsive acts that we had
hoped would have remairzed a thing of the distant past. I am, of course,
referring to the odious policy and practice of so-called ethnic cleansing,
which is still continuing, to our immense regret and dismay.

Serious violations of human rights and international humanitarian law,

including acts that may constituve war crimes, have been perpetrated. We have
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learned of disgusﬁing.fp;@s of violation of human rights in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, such as the s}stematic and large-scale rape of Muslim women and
girls. It seems evident that human rights abuses are continuously committed
by all parties to the conflict. However, findings by the United Nations
Special Rapporteur, as well as other evidence, point to the Serbian
authorities in de facto control of certain parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina and
of United Natioms protected areas in Croatia, and to the political leadership
of Serbia proper, as bearing the primary responsibility for the practige of
"ethnic cleansing“.

In our view, it is the duty of the international community to see to it
that all those who have committed grave violations of human rights will be
held personally accountable and brought to justice. Finland fully supports

. the United Nations efforts in this regard.

Words are important, but deeds are even more important. Finland has
borne its share to the best of its ability. We are continuing to coatribute a
battalion to the United'Nations Protection Force (UNPROFONR), as well as a
aumber of military observers.,

Finlend has committed itself to receiving approximately 200 former
detainees and members of their families from Bosnia and Herzegovina. In
accordance with the pledge we made at the ministerial Conference in Gemeva in
July, Finland is also looking into the possibility of granting temporary
asylum to another group of former detainees.

In the face of winter, the most pressing humanitarian issue is to
alleviate misery and - hopefully - to avert a catastrophe. That, again,
necessitates cooperation on the part of those most responsible for creating

the conditions for the impending catastrophe.
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Finland, for its part, will'make an additional costribution of 25 million
Finnish marks - spproximately $5 million - to international humanitarian
efforts within the former Yugoslavia.

There is an imminent risk of the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina
spreading to other parts of the former Yugoslavia, particularly Macedonia and
Kosovo. If ever there was a case for preventive action, this is it. Finland
therefore fully supports the preventive deploymeat of United Nations
peace-keepers in Macedonia, as agreed vpon in Security Council resolution
795 (1992) on Friday. Finland has long advocated suéh preventive deployment
in potential conflict areas. Together with our Nordic neighbours, we are
currently considering actively the possibility of making a contribution to the
implementation of resolution 795 (193%2).

Mr. SHKURTI (Albania): The Republic of Albania and the Albanian
people are following with attention and great concern developments in the
situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in the former Yugoslavia. They fully
endorse the efforts the European Community and the United Nations are making
to attain a peaceful and democratic solution to the crisis in the former
Yugoslavia. Since Albania is a neighbour of the nations of the former
Y¥ugoslavia, this concern assumes even greater proportions for us, bearing in
mind that half of the Albanian natiom lives in its own territory imcerporated
in the Yugeslav Federatiom.

In the Republics of the former Yugoslavia, there are 3 million refugees,
displaced persons and people trapped in besieged cities and regions. In
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 1,700,000 persons are in need of external assistance.

The number is rising daily in a horrendous spiral. The violation of the right
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to life and othsr fundamental human rightg is massive and grave, and it stems
from the practice of "ethn}c cleansing", which is an objective of the war.

It is deplorable that, in spite of the ceaseless eandeavours of the
European Community and the United Nations, the first war in Burcpe since the
end of the Second World War is not being stepped. Oa the coatrary, it is
continuing, claiming the lives of many people and causing incalculable
material damage. This war, directed against the peoples of the former
Yugoslavia is, in the final analysis, a war against all mankind, against the
new world order, against the international organizations and international
law. With profound concern, Albania has long been drawing the attention of
the world community to the chauvinistic policy of Serbia to create a greater
Serbia by force, to the detriment of the other peoples of the former
Yugeslavia. This policy, vwhich brought about the destruction of Yugoslavia,
begaa to be implemented in 1981 against the Albania population in Kesovo and
afterwards, according to a precise scenario, it drew into war, ore after the
other, almost all the federal units of the former Yugoslavia.

The failure of the United Nations in Bosnia and Herzegovina is reflected
in the grim contents of the report submitted by Mr. Tadeusz Mazowiecki,
Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights. Nothing could be more
revealing of the lack of effective response to the plight of the people of
Bosnia and Herzegovina than the candid observations made by the Special
Rapporteur. He said that the core of the problem lay in the evil designs of
the Serbian side and in the inability of the international community to deal
effectively with those designs aimed at creating a Greater Serbia by the use
of force. The inadequate response of the United Nations probably encouraged

the Serbs to proceed with their land grab and the attendant genocide.
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Indeed, the Security Council and the Genmeral Assembly have spelled out
the guidelines for devising solutions to pr;blems in the former Yugoslavia.
They have called for a political settlement consistent with the principles of
the Charter and with inietnatianal norms on human rights. - They have rightly
condemned forcible expulsions,‘illegal detenticns and all attempts to change
the demogrgphicucomposition of territories. The London Conference has invoked
the principles of the Conference on Security and Co-operation (CSCE) in Europe.

The General. Assembly has also called for peaceful solutions in line with
the Charter and. the principles of international law. It has expressly
mentioned respect for the sovereigaty and territorial integrity of States,
non-recognition of the spoils of aggression and of the acguisition of
territory by force. We express our firm conviction that there can be no
compromise when it comes to respecting the principles of the Charter and the
international norms of human rights and humanitarian law.

The practice has bee¢n pursued by the de facto Serbiar authorities in the
territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The practice of “ethnic cleansing",
despite the commitments of the London Conference, not only has not ceased
during the last three and 2 half months but it has also been streagthened.
Unfortunately, the objectives of that policy have already been achieved. A
terrorized Muslim population is massively abandoning its own towns.

Albania supported comprehensive political and economic sanctions against
the aggressor whea the fighting started ia Bosnia and Herzegovina last April,
Tt is obvious that the intermational community wants to avoid & development
that would later create the necessity of epplying military measures. But many
of the decisions of the Security Couscil and the agreements between the

parties to the conflict have not been implemented. Serbian forces have again
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and again violated their commitments. At least 60 per cent of the territory
of Bosnia and Herzegovina }s in the hands of Serbian troops. “Ethmic
cleansing" continues, as does the shelling of civilians. The mest dreadful
violations of human rights are being perpetrated, with camps full of
detainees, and civilians continue to be jailed and people continue to starve.

In this situation, in which the system of collective security fails to
protect a State Member of the Organization, that Member's efforts, im
accordance with Article 51 of the Charter, to seek assistance vwherever it is
available can be easily explained. Albania does not want to believe that
effective help for the Muslim population cannot be delivered because of
discrimination. The existence of an independent country is at stake. There
is a real danger that, durlang the coming winter months, hundreds of thousands
of people could die of hunger, cold and epidemic diseases.,

The country is still subject to aggression, of which its citizens remain
the target. The first and only step is to stop it. If the international
community does not take the necessary steps to end the aggression, it should
recognize the right of Bosnia and Herzegovina to self-defence. Previous
efforts cannot substitute for resolute self-defence. Self-defence carried out
through legitimate and lawful authorities is the least of the possible steps
for bringing to an end the agony of the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina.,

The United Nations, and the Security Council in particular, must make it
very clear to all those engaged in territorial conquest by use of armed force
or through "ethnic cleansing” that they will not tolerate such acts and will
not recognize in any way any entity so established or any arrangement that
infringes upon Bosnia and Herzegovina. Albania denounces in the strongest

possible terms the practice of so~called ethnie cleansing perpetrated by the
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Serbian military forces in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and insists that the
resulting change in the ethnic composition of the territory must not be
accepted as a fait accompli.

Serbian leaders must be made to understand that the times are gone when
force could be used to conguer the territories of others. 'They must be
brought to réalize above all that force is not the answer and that any
teiritorial gains they may make through force of arms and any demographié
changes in those areas carnot and will not be accepted by the internaztional
community. The United Natioms will not accept the partition of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The lack of international control over heavy weaponry and the
frequent violations of the arms embargo are sources of continuing grave
concern. It is imperative that steps be taken to stem the proliferation of

weapons and to reduce the number of arms in the region.
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.While interrational public opinion has largely been focused on the
ltragedy and atrocities of ;rmed conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina, less
attention has been paid to the coatinued confrontation in Kosovo between the
Albanian and Serbian authorities. In spite of every effort made by the
Albanian political forces and the population, the situatiom is, to quote the
report of the CSCE human rights rapporteur mission to Yugoslavia,

“extremely dangerous and requires immediate international attention".

Ihé question of Kosovo, which bears the seed of a Balkan war, must be
dealt with quickly. Another Bosnia-type tragedy of wider proportions must be
nipped in the bud. We think that measures should be taken to prevent the
outbreak of conflict by, inter alia, the deployment of preventive United
Nations forces on the border between Kosovo and Serbia, similar to that of
European Community monitors in the neighbouring countries; the establishment
of a permanent presence in conjunction with regional organizations; and the
creation of a no-fly zone in Kosovo to pre-empt Serbian aggression there. A
lasting solution to the crisis in Kosovo can be found through an effective
political agreement between the legitimate Albanian political authorities and
the Serbian authorities.

The CSCE Foreign Ministers could not but stress at the meeting they have
just held in Stockholm the extremely precarious nature of the situation in
Kosovo. Paragraph 15 of the Final Document of the meeting states:

"The human rights and fundamental freedoms of the inhabitants of Kosovo

must be respected. The Ministers called upon all parties, notably the

Serbian authorities, to show the necessary restraint. They believed that

a United Nations presence in Kosovo would be a positive step."
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Without these measures, unarmed Kosovans would hardly survive unrestrained
Serbian barbarity. The danger of war in Kosove is becoming one of the most
eritical problems which the United Nations must take up for discussion.

It is truly deplorable that autonomj within Serbia should be the status
granted to 2 million Albanians, while the status of Republic has been
acknowledged for Méntenegro. vhose population of only 700,000 is one third
that of Kosove. Such actions, far from supplying a solution to the Yugoslav
crisis, cannovt prevent the outbreak of war. The threatened population is
losing faitlk in the effectiveness of international assistance, because the
representatives of international organizations are not in a position to
prevent the conflict and ernd the explosive situation in Kosovo. That is why
the former Yugoslavia constitute# one of the most serious and, at the same
time, most tragic challenges faced by the international community and
intergovernmental organizations - first and foremost the United Nations. The
Organization must take effective action to protect human rights in the
territory of the former Yugoslavia and stop the tragedy of those peoples.

We have to avoid the impression that smaller countries must procure arms
to protect themselves because the interrnational community is unwilling to help
them. United Nations peace forces should be established in Kosove before
conflict erupts so that the tragedy is not repeated.

Pointing to this grave situation, Albania not only wvoices its legitimate
coacern over the fate of half of its own nation, but also wishes to draw
attention to the great and real danger that a conflict between Serbs and
Albanians constitutes for peace and stability in the Balkans and in Europe.
Taking into account our responsibility before a massacre is committed, Albania

wishes, from this rostrum, to call the attention of the whole world to the
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bloodshed and genocide being grepared by Serbia in Koscvo, encouraged by its
“successes” in Bosnia and Heréegovina and the weak response of the
intervational community. e appeal to this world Organizaticn and to all the
countries'of the world to stay the hand of the Serbian ﬁegime°

The tragic situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina calls for more ccncrete
action, such as 1lifting the arms embargo agaiast ﬁhe Government of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, since the embargo has an unfair impact on its predominantly
military fighting forces, and for military intervention. An international
military presence in Bosnia and Herzegovina, a force with a mandate to act in
defence of the victims of aggression, would send Belgrade and its agents in
Bosnia and Herzegovina a strong signal that the international community will
shoulder its responsibilities and stand by the victims of aggression.

The Serbs in Bosnia and their sponsors in Belgrade would do well to
realize that the intermaticnal community cannot and will not remain
indifferent to their acts of aggression, and that they will be held
accountable for their horrible crimes. The world has heard enough words., We
want deeds,

Mr. SNOUSSI (Morocco) (interpetation from French): The
international community continues to face a very grave gituation in which a
young State - a Member of our Organization, Bosmia and HJerzegovina - faces a
serious threat to its sovereignty, territorial integrity and political
independence - indeed, to its very existence - in flagrant violation of the
principles of international law and the United Natiors Charter and in

disregard of the most basic human rights,
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We had hoped that the process of psaceful settlement, which began with
the London International Couference on the Former Yugoslavia, would put an end
to the tragedy .. the pcople of that yeun§ country. Sadly, the situation has
only worsened, and each dasy has brought its toll of death and calamity.

In addition te the commendable actions of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, of the Co-Chairmen of the London Conference and of regional
organizations, the Ge;eral Assembly and the Security Council have adopted many
resolutions on this question, but.ﬁhey still await implementation. In its
resolution 787 (1992) of 16 Hovember 1992 the Security Council condemned the
Serbian forces' refvsal to abide by those resclutions and immediately fulfil
their obligations under them.

The report of the Secretary-General (A/47/747) tells of the disappointing
results of the efforts of the international community because of the
intransigence of the Serbian forces and their leadersz. At present, no one can
forsee a positive developments that might give hope to the wretched people of
Bosnia and Herzeqovira.

The Kingdom of Morocco is deeply'distressed by the bloodshed and tragedy
in Bosnia and Berzegovina. The atrocities and systematic terror carried out
by the Serbs with impunity, in full view of the intermational community, their
constant, infinite obstinacy and their intolerable behaviour towards inmnocent,
defenceless civilians make a just and peaceful outcome to the conflict
docubt£ful,

Because of the shameful practice of "ethnic cleansing", designed to
achieve the expansionist aims of Serbian nationalism, more than 3 millionm
innocent people, particularly Muslims, have been driven out of their homes and
deported, thus giving rise to a human tide of refugees into the neighbouring

countries.
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More receantly the Serbian forces orderad the inhabitaats of Sarajevo to
leave the city, which, like many other cities in Bosnia, has been under siege
and bombardmént.for many moaths. Similarly, the forces of aggressisa continue
to intern tens of thousands of civilisns in concentration camps and detentiqn
centres, where they are subjscted to the most inhuman and degrading
treatment. Women are subjected to unspeakable horror, old people are tortured
ard even children are.not spared. The Special Rapporteur of the Human Rights
Commission has said:

“The situation of the Muslim population is particularly tragic: they

feel that they are threatemed with extermination. ... There is an urgent

need for immediate concerted action". (A/47/418, paras, 52 and 57).

In other words, the international community must respond strongly to these
practices, which date back to another era, practices that are both legally and
morally abominable.

At the end of their extraordinary session in Jiddah on 2 and 3 December
the Foreign Ministers of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (0IC) took
decisions that clearly reflect the serious concerns of the Islamic community
and its desire to play a comstructive and effective role in ensuring a rapid
settlement of the crisis that is disrupting Bosnia and Herzegovina. In the
same spirit, the Foreign Ministers of the countries members of the Arab
Maghreb Union reaffirmed at their meeting on 10 to 11 December in Rabat their
commmitment to the decisions taken at the extraordinary meeting in Jedda and
their support for the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina. More specifically,
they called upon the Security Council to adopt a firmer stand with regard to
the Serbs and to ensure implementation of and respect for the relevant

resolutions in order to put an end to the aggression,
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The scope of the human tragedy and the continuing challenge to the
international community by the Serbian forces and their leaders leave the
Security Council with no other choice but to have recourse to enforcement
action under Chapter VII of the Charter to put an end to this unbelievable
situation., ‘

Should not the Security Council at this stage finally release the
legitimate Govermment of Bosnia and Herzegovina from the arms embargo so that
it can exercise its natural right £o self-defence? 1Is it not time, too, for
the international community to emsure that the saactions against Serbia and
Montenegro are scrupulously respected, to emsure the monitoring of the borders
of Bosnia and Herzegovina to hait the military support being provided to the
forces of aggaression and, lastly, to permit the return of the Bosnian refugees
and dispiaced persons?

Similarly, might it not now be a good idea to speed up the establishment
of the international tribunal we have talked about so much so that we might
£inally be able to determine personal and collective responsibility for crimes
against humanity?

While we expect the international community to take all of these new
actions we do not forget the tireless efforts being made daily by humanitarian
organizations, in the hell of bloodshed and horror, to ensure that
humanitarian assistance reaches the araa and is distributed.

We hail the commendable efforts of the United Nations Protectiom Force
(UNPROFOR), the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and other
humanitarian organizations, which truly deserve our heartfelt congratulations
o2 the selfless and self-sacrificing spirit with which they are pgrforming

their work. Their safety and protection must be our constaat coacern.
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The appeal again made at Jiddah by the countries members of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference to the international community, and
especially to the Security Council, is a ccy of alarm that must be taken
seriously. The credibility of our world Organization is at stake. Indeed, at
a time when a new world order based oa respect for the principles of
international law is being established, it would be unthinkable if the United
Nations could not put an end to this aggression against one of its Member
States and at last to end the unspeakable suffering of innocent civilian
populations.

Mr, HADID (Algeria) (interpretation from French): The Algerian
delegation has constantly been concerned at the obvious worsening of the
situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina since the forty-sizth session of the
General Assembly was resumed with meetings devoted to that subject. It must
be recognized that at every relevant meeting of a United Nations body it has,
sadly, beocome a familiar ritual to note that, given the tragedy experienced
daily by the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the measures taken have not had
the desired results.

Several months ago my country drew the attention of the Security Council
to this particularly difficult situation and to the Jdangers of escalation
ipherent in it, Notwithstanding the decisions of the international community,
and 211 the various initiatives, the tragedy of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzeg?vina continues and daily takes on new dimensions, with uncontroilable
.consequénces that threaten the Republic's continued survival and, indeed, the
peace and stability of the whole Balkan region.

Today, given the tragic developments in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the

international community as a whole is once again being called upon to act.
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We need to adopt a mew approach to the basic facts that have already been
jdentified. It seems to us that the international community will have to deal
with the three major dimensions of the problem of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

First, the moral dimension compels us to express unanimous and effective
suppert for the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina in their continued resistance
to aggression and intolerance. In addition, the international community must
remain alert to the condemned practices of "ethmic cleausing," the forced
displacement of whole populations énd all other violations of human rights,
and envisage adequate responses to them. The decisions of the Security °
Council and the Commission on Huma. -ights must not remain dezd letters
without a call for vigorous measures.

Secondly, the political dimension requires us not to yield to the
temptation to remain passive; in particuiar, we must make sure that
territorial gains acquired by force are rejected. We must also ensure full
respect for the independence and territorial integrity of Bosania and
Herzegovina and non-interference in the internal affairs of that State.
Special attentior must be given, inter alia, to Security Council
resolution 787 (1992), whose provisions appear to constitute an acceptable
basis for a fair settlement of the problem.

Thirdly, the humanitarian dimension compels us to take up the challenge
of providing humanitarian assistance to the Bosnian populations suffering from
hunger, destitution and cold, particularly during this winter season. This
must lead us to intensify our spirit of solidarity and to make more
appropriate contributions to the Consolidated Inter-Agency Programme of Action

and Appeal for Former Yugoslavia to that we can respond to the humanitarian
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needs of the pogu;ations; particularly in ﬁcsnia aand Herzegovina. 1In tﬁis
connection it is especially dist£93310ng to note that in his repbrt on the
situataon in Bosnia and Hersegovina the Schetary-Genetal ‘emphasizes the
'inadequacy of the measures taken to ensure appropriate assistance by varzoﬁs

United Nations operational agencies.
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By joining in sponsoring a draft resolution on this item, the Algerian
delegation will express its support for a coherent, effective approach. Under
the draft resolution, with its particular stress on a new Security Council
approach to the problem, with access to the appropriate means, :he General
Assembly would call on the United Natioms to shoulder its responsibility for
the maintenance of internatipnal peace and security. By advocating such
measures, which can no longer be delayed, we want first and foremost to give
new impetus to existing efforts towards the implementation of an overall
solution to the preblem of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

On the basis of recent experience we believe the General Assembly must
provide itself with the means tc take up the challeanges facing the
international community. At its cixth special session, held recently at
Jiddah, the Conference of Foreign Ministers of the Organization of the Islamic
Conference defined the framework and modalities for the new action expected of
the international community.

Mr. MUTHANA (Yemen) (interpretation from Arabic): The savage,
brutal attacks in Bosnia and Herzegovina, on the threshold of the tweaty-first
century - acts contravening the moral values of mankind - are a blot on human
history. The innocent face of childhood has been distorted and its
magnificent smile erased as Muslim women and girls are raped in the prime of
their youth. The sun of civilization is setting in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
where the souls of the Serbs are wracked with odious ethnic spite and the
human conscience is committing suicide.

In an interview with Der Spiegel, the Serbian commander of the Hawks
Brigade declared that he performed the task of executioner in the mass

execution of hundreds of Muslims in Sarajevo. He stated that the "Hawks
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Brigade", which comprises 1,500 combhatants, executes Muslim prisoners on the
Spot as soon as they are captured to save the cost of transferring them to and
maintaining them in prisons.

In defiance of all international norms and the principles of human rights
he went on to say that the objective of the "Hawks Brigade" is the total
extermination of the Muslims in Bosnia and Herzegovina and that the Muslims
only escape from that fate is to accept the status of a minority among the
Serbs or the Croats",

We have just heard the news that the Serbs have launched. air strikes
against villages that overflow with refug2es especially in the area of the
Dzina river on the Serbian border. The strikes have claimed the lives of
70 victims, including 18 young people.

In this situation, the international community faces one of its gravest
challenges at a time of transitiom that has been characterized by a teudency
to settle disputes by peaceful means and by persistent efforts to maintain
internationa2l peace and security.

In that comnection, my delegation, while denouncing the crimes
perpetrated by the Serbs against the people and the territory of the Republic
of Bosnia and Herzegovina calls for effective measures to be takea to
implement resolution 46/242 of 25 August 1992, which, inter alia, called on
all parties to the conflict immediatuly to stop fighting and to find a
peaceful solution, condemned the violation of the sovereignty, territorial
integrity and political inéepeducnce of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and condemned the massive violations of human rights and breaches

of international humanitarian law,
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We call also for action to implement Security Council resolution
787 (1992) of 16 November 1992, which, under Chapter VII of the Charter, set
forth approptiate additional measures including sanctions and the interdiction
of military f£flights over Bosnia and Herzegovina in order to put an end to the
fighting and restore that country‘'s unity and territorial integrity.

In the same context, my delegationm supports the sincere efforts deployed
by the United Nations, the Organization of the Islamic Conference, the
non-aligned countries and the European Community to deal with the
deteriorating situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Ian that connection,
consideration should be given to the adoption of a trilateral approach:
humanitarian, political and military.

To date, however, no firm decisions have been taken, and we should like
to draw attention to the conseguences of this lack of action. Some 400,000
people are threatenmed with a bitterly cold winter, with hunger, with the
spread of lethal epidemics and with the bullets and bombs of the Serbs’ blind
spite.

In view of the deteriorating situation, it is imperative to establish
safe areas in order tc protect the civilian population ian Bosnia and
Herzegovina from the extermination campaign being waged by the Serbs. It is
high time the Security Council showed the necessary political will by adopting
2 resolution similar to the cne on Somalia, by which it would use ali its
powers under the provisions of Chapter VII of the Charter. I need not
reiterate the conviction that the Serbs will be deterred oanly by military
force.

In conclusion, my delegatiom will unconditionally support the draft

resolution submitted to the General Assembly on this item, because the
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measures proposed reflect the gravity of the situation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, We express our deep appreciation to the Secretary-General, the
two Co-Chairmen of the Steering Committee, Mr. Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen, and
the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights for their helpful

efforts towards a solution to the tragic situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
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The PRE&IDENTs In accordance wiﬁh General Assembly resolﬁtion
3369 (X¥X) of 10 October 1975; I now call bn the Oﬁserver of the Organization
of the Islamic Conference.

Mr. ANSAY (Organization of the Islamic Conference (0IC)): The
tragic situation in Bosaia and Herzegovina has been a source of immense
concern and ahguish to the Organization of the.Islamiq Conference (0IC). From
the very beginning, the Secretary General of the OIC voiced concern over the
situation and took a number of initiatives to sensitize the member States and
the international community to the plight of the people of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and of the Muslim population in other parts of the former
Yugoslavia and to mobilize a response to that plight. Recently the situation
in Bosnia has deteriorated rapidly. The Organization of the Islamié
Conference has responded to these painful developments. In this statement I
shall recapitulate the main developments and the efforts being made by the 0IC
to end the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Secretary General of the OIC hopes that the General Assembly will
heed our concerns and find our views useful in reviewing the situation in
Bosnia and Herzegovina and for the adoption of further appropriate decisions
to intensify the efforts of the States Members of the United Nations to
restore peace and to preserve the unity, independence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Since April 1992, the Yugoslav People's Army and Serbian extremists have
been conducting a systematic policy, bordering on genocide, against the
Muslims and Croats of Bosnia and Herzegovina., More than two thirds of the
territory of the Republic of Bosnia has been occupied by the Serbs and more
than one third - that is over 1.5 millioa - of the population has been
forcibly displaced from these areas by a policy of "ethmic cleansing”". The

conflict has entailed unimaginable suffering for the Muslims, who are being
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killed, maimed,  raped and stripped of their dignity in concentration camps
reminiscent of some of the most,ignoble examples of inhumanity in recent
history.

Of late this war has been pushed northwards, with the ostensible aim of
the Serbs to completely surround and consolidate their hold on Bosnia and
‘Herzegovina. Moreover, there is an ever-increasing possibility of the
conflict engulfing the Sanjak, Kosovo, Macedonia, Vojvodina and other regions
inhabited by Muslims.

The Organization of the Islamic Conference views these terrible events
with revulsion and shares the universal outrage expressed at the atrocities
that are being inflicted upon the people of Bosnia and Herzegovira by the
Yugoslav People’'s Army and the Serb militants.

The consequences and implications of militant Serbian nationalism bent on
carving a "Greater Serbia" out of the remnants of the former Yugoslavia are
self-evident. The unbridled pursuit of this "illusion" would be a catastrophe
for the region as a whole. The Security Council has aptly determined that the
situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and in other parts of the former
Yugoslavia constitutes a threat to international peace and security.

The Sixth Islamic Summit Conference, held in Dakar, Republic of Senegal,
in December 1991, inter alia expressed its concern over the unfortunate
developments in Yugoslavia and its support for the efforts of the European
Community and the United Nations to find a just settlement, and it rejected
solutions imposed by force. Moreover,

"the Conference expressed its fear that the war operations might spread

into the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and supported the territorial

integrity of this Republic and its legally elected leadership."

(A/47/88, para, 43)
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Unfortunately, despite the best efforts of the Republic ¢f Bosnia and
Herzegovina,-undet the leazership of President Alija Izetbegovic, to preserve
peace, war was inflicted upon the people of Bosnia. Serbia has sought to
sabotage and subvert the peaceful and democratic course adopted by the people
of Bosnia and Herzegovina to attain their legitimate aépirations for
independence as manifestediby the result of ﬁhe referendum held in March 1992,

The Serbian forces have indulged in mass killings. The people in Bosaia
and Herzegovina are being subjected to a brutal policy of siege, starvation
and mass expuisions euphemistically called "ethnic cleansing", aimed at
altering the demographic composition of the Republic. Over and over again,
the existence of concentration camps has been revealed - more than 100 of
them - where Bosnian Muslims-and Croats are held under totally subhuman
conditions.

Serbia has flagrantly violated the principles of the United Nations
Charter and international law and by its actions demonstrated its utter
contempt for all norms of conduct of civilized nations and of international
humanitarian law.

Bosnia and Herzegovina was one of the six constituent republics of former
Yugoslavia. Free elections in these six republics in 1990 ended the communist
rule in four of them. Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and
Macedonia voted out the conmunists and elected Governments with national
leanings. Serbia and Montenegro remained communist. Serbia, which re-elected
communists, now called socialists, wanted Yugoslavia to remain a centrally
ruled federation. It was backed by Montenegro. The fear of Serbian
domination was aggravated by the crackdown on ethnic Muslim Albanians in
Kosovo in the course of the past few years and especially when Belgrade put

the province under its direct and extremely repressive rule.
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Slovenia and Croatia declared their inﬁependence in June 1991 and
militarily confronted the Federal forées,‘with the resultant loss of lives and
cdnsiderable desﬁruction to property. Macedonia also dec;ared its
independence in September 1991.

As the-fighting raged in Slovenia and then Croatia, the ﬁuropean
Community attempted to mediate the crisis. At its Conference on Yugoslavia
the European Community sought to avert the disaster by finding a negotiated
solution. Numerous cease-fires mediated by the European Community to end the
fighting did not hold.

While the Belgrade authorities ordered Federal troops to pull out from
Slovenia in July 1991, the war in Croatia escalated. Eventually the United
Nations Security Council, by its resolution 713 (i991) adopted on
25 September 1991, imposed an arms embargo against Yugoslavia. On
15 December 1991, by its resolution 724 (1991), it approved the plan for the
deployment of United Nations peace-keeping forces as proposed by the
Secretary-General., The question of the deployment of these peace-keeping
forces remained under the ccnsideration of the Seéurity Council, which adopted
further resolution 727 (1992) on 8 January 1992 and resolution 740 (1992) on
7 February 1992, On 21 February the Security Council, by its resolution
743 (1992), decided to establish, under its authority, the United Nations
Protection Force (UNPROFOR). On 7 April 1992 the Security Council also
adopted resolution 749 (1992), in which it inter alia appealed to all parties
and others concerned in Bosnia and Herzegovina to cooperate with the efforts
of the European Community to bring about a ceasefire and a negotiated
political solution. The headquarters of UNPROFOR was established in
Sarajevo. Broadly speaking, UNPROFOR was initially responsible for

peace-keeping in the designated zones in Croatia.
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All this time the Government of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina
tried its best to keep the Republic cut of the Serbian-Croatian conflict.
However, following the referendum of 29 February-1 March 1992, by which the
people of Bosnia and Herzegovina declared their independence, Serb extremists
with the full support of the Yugoslav People's'Army began ruthlessly attacking
the Bosnian Muslims and Croats.

The Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, with a total area of 51,129
square kilometres, has a populatiﬁn of 4.4 million, of which over 44 per cent
are Muslims, 28 per cent are Serbs and 16 per cent are Croats. Until less
than a year ago, they were living in harmony there. It is indeed most
unfortunate that the religious and ethnic distinctions are being exploited by
the Serbs to justify violence against these peace-loving people.

The Serbia Democratic Party in Bosnia and Herzegovina, under the
leadership of Radovan Karadzic, is in the forefront of this campaign and has
the active support of the Serbian army and extremist forces. Even if the
Yugoslav People's Army were to withdraw, its Bosnian Serb elements - estimated
at over 50,000 - would still remain in the Republic with a huge number of
weapons in their possession to continue fighting the Muslims and Croats of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and to acquire territorial gains in order to fulfil

Belgrade's nefarious design to establish a "Greater Serbia".
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The Serbian war machinery has prevented international relief agencies
from gaining secure and free access for the provision of humanitarian
assistance to the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) wés obliged several times to suspend its
operations in Bosnia and Herzegovina and to withdraw its representatives after
its relief convoys had Leen attacked. Indeed, an ICRC representative was
killed by the Sethian forces.

Even relief convoys with United Nations escorts have been attacked. All
air and land routes for the provision of urgently needed humanitarian
assistance to the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina have been blocked to a
great extent.

Hundreds of thousands of Bosnian Muslims and Croats have been obliged to
seek shelter in the neighbouring republics of Croatia and Slovenia. In fact,
this crisis has created the worst-ever refugee problem in Europe.

In view of these ongoing tragic events, the Secretary General of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference took the initiative of mobilizing QIC's
full political, diplomatic and moral potential to restore peace and preserve
the territorial integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina. In several official
statements, he expressed 0IC's deep concern about the rapidly deteriorating
situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and strongly condemned the Serbian
aggression and the atrocities being committed against the pecple of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

Immediately after the Republic's declaration of independence the
Secretary General of OIC urged member States to accord it early recognition.
He also appealed to the international community to take immediate cognizance
of the worsening situation with a view to adopting firm measures to end the

violence and the persecution of the Bosnian Muslims. The Secretary General
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also expressedbsupport for the efforts of the European Community and the
Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) aimed at finding a
peaceful soluticn.

In March 1992 the Secretary General met with the President of the
Republic of Nosnia and Herzegovina, Mr. Alija Izetbegovig, at Makkah
Al Mukarramah and exchanged views oﬁ the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
He expressed OIC's full solidarity with and support for the Government and
people of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In early May 1992 the Secretary General deputed the Assistant Secretary
General for Political Affairs to visit the region. The OIC delegation
proceeded to Zagreb but, because of the air and road biockade, was not able to
enter the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. However, it met, among others,
the Vice-President of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Vice-President of the Party
for Democratic Action and other notable Muslim leaders and personalities of
the Republic. The OIC delegation also visited the refugees from Bosnia and
Herzegovina who had taken shelter in the Republic of Croatia.

The leaders of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina made several
appeals for international assistance. The Secretary General racelived messages
to that effect from the President and the Foreign Minister of Bosnia and
Kerzegovina. Moreover, the Goverament of Bosnia and Herzegovina called on
CSCE and the United Nations for military interventioa to save the people of
the Republic.

In the meantime the Government of the Republic of Croatia also drew the
attention of the Secretary General to the deteriorating situatiom in Croatia
and in Bosnia and Herzegovina and requested OIC to make every effort to stop

the fighting,
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The éovernment of the Republic of Slovenia also drew the attention of the
Secretary General to the refugee situation and asked OIC for financial and
material assistance.

The Secretary General aiso received from member States several messages
expressing their concern about the situation and urging the organization to
help the Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Secretary General maintained close contact with the Chairman of the
Sixth Islamic Summit Conference, President Abdou Diouf of Senegal, as well as
with the Chairman of the Twentieth Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers,
Mr: Qetin, Foreign Minister of the Republic of Turkey, with regard to the
situation.

As the situation continued to deteriorate, OIC's efforts at the United
Nations were intensified with a view to securing the adoption by the Security
Council of firm measures to end the conflict. The Secretary General requested
all member States to make individual and collective efforts at the United
Nations, and, in that context, the Islamic Group at the United Nations was
activated.

The Islamic Group held its first meeting, at the level of permanent
representatives to the United Nations, on 14 May 1992. The member States
strongly condemned the Serbian aggression against the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and expressed their full solidarity with the Government and people
of the Republic. The Group demanded that Serbia should immediately withdraw
its army of occupation from Bosnia and Herzegovina and called for the
disbandment of Serbian militia forces, which are an extension of the Serbian
‘army.

The Group urged the international community -~ particularly the United

Nations - to adopt a firm stand against Serbian aggression in Bosnia and
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Herzegovina. It called for the imposition of sanctions against Serbia and
welcomed the decisions of the European Community and the United States to
recall their ambassadors from Belgrade. The meeting considered it imperative
that the United Nations Protection Force (UNPROFOR), which has its
headquarters at Sarajevo, should be maintained and that appropriate measures
should be taken to ensure the safety and security of United Nations personxel.

Immediately after the conclusion of that meetirg the Group's Chairman -
the permanent representative of Turkey - on behalf of the Group, officially
requested the President of the Security Council to con;ene a meeting of the
Council and conveyed to him the views of the OIC member States. Those views
were also conveyed to the Secretary-General of the United Nationms.

In the meantime, on 15 May 1992, the Security Council adopted rgsolution
752 (1992) concerning Bosnia and Hefzegovina. In an official statement on
16 May the Secretary General noted that the resolution was an important first
step towards the assumption by the Security Council of a fuller and more
active role in respect of the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina. OIC
expressed its full support for the Security Council‘'s demand that all parties
concerned should stop the fighting immediately, respect the cease-fire fully
and cooperate in the search for a negotiated political solution which
respected thé-ptinciple that any change of borders by force is unacceptable.

Meanwhile OIC intensified its efforts to secure for the Republic of Bosnia
and Herzegovina full membership in the United Nations. The Secretary General
addressed messages to that effect to the President of the United Nations
General Assembly and the OIC member States and urged them to spare no effort
in opposing the claim of Serbia to be the successor State to former Yugoslavia,

The Islamic Group at the United Nations met on 21 May 1992 with a view to

coordinating the efforts of the OIC member States regarding United Nations
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membership for Bosnia and Herzegovina. Thanks to those efforts, the Republic
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, together with the Republics of Croatia and
Slevenia, was admitted to full membership in the United Nations.

Meanwhile, noticing no improvement in the situation in Bospia and
Herzegovina, the Secretary General, bearing in mind the need for the adoption
by the Security Council of firm measures under Chapter VII of the Charter of
the United Nations, appealed to the United Nations to act swiftly and
decisively to end the conflict. He addressed to the CIC member States letters

urging them, inter alia, to intensify their efforts in that regard at the

United Nations. He also requested the member States to accord early
recognition to the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, to continue to oppose
the claim of Serbia to be the successor of former Yugoslavia, to withdraw
their ambassadors from Belgrade and to downgrade their diplomatic, political,
economic and other relations with Serbia.

The Secretary General of OIC also addressed to the Foreign Minister of
the Republic of Indonesia a letter urging the Coordination Bureau of the
Non-Aligned Movement, meeting at the mipisterial lével in Bali, to adopt a
firm position against Serbian aggression in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In a
separate message to the Non-Aligned Movement, the Secretary General requested
the non-aligned countries to intensify their efforts aimed at restoring peace
and preserving the territorial integrity of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina,

On 28 May 1992, the Islamic Group met again at the United Nations and
urged the Security Council to adopt comprehensive mandatory sanctions against
Serbia. On 30 May the Security Council adopted resolution 757 (1992), by
which it, inter alia, determined that the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina

and in other parts of the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
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constituted a threat to international peace and security. The Council, acting
under>Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations, decided to impose
economic sanctions, an 0il embargo and an air embargo against Serbia and
Montenegre. It decided to freeze all Serbian assets. It also decided that
all States should reduce the levels of staff at their diplomatic missions and
consular.posts in Serbia and Montenegro.

The Secretary General welcomed the adoptionm by the Security Council of
comprehensive mandatory sanctions under Chapter VII of the Charter of the
United Nations, as well as the decision of the European Community to apply
economic sanctions against Serbia with effect from 1 June 1992.

Alas, the reaction of the Serbian authorities to Security Council
resolution 757 (1992) was one of disdain. The Belgrade leadership dgfiantly
stated that that was the price Serbia had to pay for supporting the Serbs
outside its borders. In Croatia, Dubrovnik was again subjected to attacks by
the Serbian forces. On 8 June 1992 the Security Council adoptedé resolution
758 (1992), by which it, inter alia, decided to extend the mandate and
increase the strength of UNPROFOR and authorized the Secretary General to
deploy the military observer and related personnel and equipment when he

judged it appropriate to do so.
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In view of the continued detgriorétion of the situation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and after intensive consultations among member States, an
extraordinary session of the Islamic Conference of Fo#éign Ministers on the
issue was held at Istanbul, Turkey, on 17 and 18 June 1992. The Conference
adopted resolution no. 1/5-EX on the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, by
which it, inter aliz, reaffirmed its full solidarity with and support of the
Government and people of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina in their just
struggle to safeguard their sovereignty, political independence, territorial
integrity and unity.

It strongly condemned the acts of violence and indiscriminate use of
force by the Yugoslav National Army and the Serbian irregular forces in the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It expressed its appreciation to member
States that have recognized the independence of thé Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and are providing humanitarian assistance to the people of that
Republic, and it called upon the member States that have not yet done so to
recognize the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina immediately. It demanded
that those units of the Yugoslav National Army now in Bosnia and Herzegovina
should either be withdrawn or subject themselves to the authority of the
Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina, or be disarmed and disbanded, with their
weapons placed under effective international monitoring.

The Conference welcomed and fully supported the measures taken by the
United Nations Security Council in imposing comprehensive manéhtory sanctions
against Serbia and. Montenegro, including a ban on the supply of o0il, and urged
all States to comply fully with those sanctions. It called for respect for
the current cease-fire arrangements and for the principles of humanitarian

law, including the relevant Geneva Conventions.
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The Conference strongly condemned the non-compliance of the Serbian
leadership, both at Belgrade and in Bosnia and Herzegoyina. with all relevant
Security Council resolutions that invoke Chapter VII, Article 41 of the
Charter of the United Nations which pertains to economic sanctions, and it
urged the United Nations Security Council to invoke Chapter_VII, Article 42
which calls for coordinated action by air, sea or land forces to restore
international peace and security when means provided in Article 41 have proved
to be inadequate. It also called upon OIC member States to provide full
support to the United Mations in terms of personnel and resources for any
measures deemed necessary by the Security Council for the enforcement and
implementation of its resolutions relating to Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Conference called upon the Serbian authorities at Belgrade to commit
themselves to respecting the sovereignty, independence and territorial
integrity of the Republics of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Slovenia and
Macedonia. It further called upon the Serbian authorities to refrain from
altering the demographic composition of Bosnia and Herzegovina and to bring
about forthwith the necessary conditions that would allow the safe return of
the refugees to their homes, while respecting the rights of minorities and
national or ethnic groups, including those in Kosovo, Vojvodina and the Sanjak.

The Conference urged all States not to recognize the succession of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia - Serbia and Montenegro - to the former
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia until it fully complies with the
Security Council resolutions concerning Bosnia and Herzegovina and formally
and unequivocally recognizes the independence, sovereigaty, territorial
integrity and umity of that Republic and until an agreement on the question of

succession is reached among the States that constituted the former Socialist

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.
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It expressed its appreciation for the commendable efforts of Islamic and
other international ﬁumanitatian bodies in providing relief and assistance to
the victims of the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina and approved the
recommendation of the Secretary General of 0IC to launch an 0IC-Islamic
Development Bank Programme for providing humanitarian and reconstruction
assistance to the Government and people of the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and it appeéled to the member States, Islamic institutions and
philanthropists to make generous voluntary donations to that effect. It also
recommended the member States to observe a day of solidarity with the people
of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and to start special fund-raising
campaigns at the national level to help them. Moreover, it mandated the OIC
Group at the level of Permanent Representatives of Member States to the United
Nations at New York, in coordination with the Chairman of the Islamic
Conference of Foreign Ministers and the Secretary General of OIC, to set up a
contact group with a view to following up the tragic situation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and keeping the developments in the former Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia under review.

In implementation of that resolution and with a view to meeting
humanitarian-assistance needs in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Secretary General
of OIC undertook to mobilize the Islamic institutions and the member States.
Thus, at the request of the Secretary General, the Islamic Solidarity Fund
allocated financial aid in the form of direct or indirect assistance to Bosnia
and Herzegovina. The contribution of the Islamic Development Bank amounted to
$21 million for humanitarian assistance and for the implementation of urgent
and vital projects for Bosnia and Herzegovina. Several member States

participated in those efforts to demonstrate solidarity with Bosnia and
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H@rzegovina. In that connection, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, Turkey and Kuwait
informed the Gemeral Secretariat that they had extended assistance to cater to
the humanitarian needs of Bosnia and Herzegovina and to help the legitimate
authoritios of that country to face the situation.

In accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned resolution, an
OIC Comtact Group at the level of Permanent Representatives to the United
Rations, consisting of six member States - Egypt, Iran, Pakistan, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal and Turkey - and the representative of the OIC Secretary
General was set up. The Contact Group on Bosnia and Herzegovina has been in
almost permanent session, closely following the developments and making
recommendations to the Islamic Group at the United Nations for taking vigorous
action in extending the full political and diplomatic support of the member
States to the cause of Bosnia and Herzegovina at the United Natioms.

On 29 June 1992 the Security Council adopted resolution 761 (1992), by
which it underlined the urgency of a quick delivery of humanitariam assistance
to Sarajevo. On 30 June the Security Council adopted resolution 762 (1992),
by which it, inter alia, urged the Government of Croatia to withdraw its army
to the positions held before the offensive of 21 June 1992. On 13 July the
Security Council adopted resolution 764 (1992), deploring the continuation of
fighting in Bosnia and Herzegovina. It authorized fhe Secretary-General to
deploy additional elements of UNPROFOR and demanded that all parties and
others concerned should cooperate fully with UNPROFOR and international
humanitarian agencies to facilitate the evacuation by air of cases of special
humanitarian concern.

In view of the deteriorating situation, the Islamic Group intensified its

‘efforts and held meetings with the caucus of the non-aligned members of the
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Security Council. They focused on the possibility of applying Chapter VII,
| Article 42, of the Charter of the Urited Nations dealing with the use of
force, and of lifting in respect of Bosnia ahd Herzegovina the arms embargo
imposed on Yugoslavia under Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations
which deals with the right of self-defence. Humanitarian questions, including
relief operations, the presence of international observers in concentration
camps and prisons, the airlifting of food and the establishment of land
corridors for the transport of humanitarian assistance, were also raised. In
the meantime, on 7 August, the Security Council adopted resolution 769 {(1992),
by which it authorized the enlargementiof UNPROFOR's mandate and strength and
reiterated its demand that all parties and others concerned should cooperate
with UNPROFOR in implementing the mandate entrusted to it by the Security
Council. It also condemned the abuses committed against the civilian
population on ethnic grounds.

On 14 August 1992 the United Nations Commission on Human Rights at its
first special session adopted resolution 1992/8-1/1 on the situation of human
rights in the territory of former Yugoslavia. The Commission, inter alia,
condemned in the strongest terms all violations of human rights within the
territory of former Yugoslavia, especially in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and
condemned absolutely the concept and practice of "ethnic cleansing”. It
affirmed that States are to be held accountable for any violation of human
rights which their agents commit in the territory of another State. Following
the adoption of the resolution, the Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights
appointed Polish Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki Special Repporteur to
investigate at first hand the human-rights situation in the territory of

former Yugoslavia, in particular in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
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In the meantime, at its resumed session on 18 August 1992 the Economic
and Social Council endorsed the aforementioned resolution adopted by the
Commission on Human Rights.

The Islamic Group also decided to call for the convening of a special
session of the General Assembly on Bosnia and Herzegovina. After intensive
consultations it was decided that the item on Bosnia and Herzegovina be
inscribed on the agenda of the forty-sixth session of the General Assembly,
which was reconvened to consider the issue on 24 August 1992,

The General Assemblyvadopted resolution 46/242 on the situation in Bosnia
and Herzegovina. In that resolution the Gemeral Assembly, inter alia,
deplored the grave situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the serious
deterioration of the living conditions of the people there, especially the
Muslim and Croat population, arising from the aggression against the territory
of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which constitutes a threat to
international peace and security. It reaffirmed the necessity of respecting
the sovereignty, territorial integrity, political independence and national
unity of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and rejected any attempt to
change the boundaries qf that Republiec.

The Assembly also reaffirmed the inherent right of the Republic of Bosﬁia
and Herzegovina to individual and collective self-defence in accordance with
Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations., It demanded that all parties
to the conflict immediately stop fighting and find a peaceful solution in line
with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of international
law, and in particular the principles of respect for the sovereignty and

territorial integrity of States, non-recognitiom of the fruits of aggression
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and non-recognition of the acquisition of tefritory by force, It also
demanded that all forms of interference from outside the Republic of Bosnia
and Herzegovina cease immediately.

The General Assembly reaffirmed its Support fer the Govermment and people
of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina in their just struggle to safeguard
their sovereignty, political independence, territorial integrity and umity.

It urged the Security Council to consider, on an urgent basis, taking further
appropriate measures, as.ptovided in Chapter VII of the Charter of the United
Rations, to put an end to the fighting ané to restore the unity and the
territorial integrity of the Republic of Bosaia and Herzegovina.

In a letter to the President of the Security Council dated
3 September 1992 the then President of the General Assembly,

His Excellency Mr. Samir Shihabi, pointed out, inter alia, that it was
generally felt that much more ought to be done an¢ could be done by the United
Nations as a whole to find an urgent solution to the situation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, to safequard its sovereigni,, .erritorial integrity, political
independence and national unity, and to put an end to the fighting and to the
grave violations of international humanitarian law there. He also stated that
paragraph 4 of Gemeral Assembly resolution 46/242 reaffirmed the right of the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina to self-defence and that it was generally
felt by a great number of Members, as expressed in their statemunts in the
Assembly and in their direct discussions with the President of the Assembly,
that the arms embargo precluded Bosnia and Herzegovina's inherent right of
self-defence under Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, and that

action should be taken to rectify this,
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In the meantime, at_éhe invitation of the British Prime Minister
Mr. John ﬁajor.vthe 0IC Secretary General attended the London Conference on
the 'Former Yugoslavia, held on 26 and 27 August 1992, The purpose of the
Conference was to broaden the base of the peace efforts and to bring together
the principal Governments, including the parties concermed, the United Nations
and other organizations to try to promote a peaceful settlement. Convened by
the United Kingdom as current President of the European Community, the
Conference was jointly chaired by the British Prime Minister and the United
Nations Secretary-General.

The Chairman of the Sixth Islamic Summit Confererce,

His Excellency Mr. Abdou Diouf, President of the Republic of Senegal,
addressed a message to the %London Conference. In that message the Chairman of
the Islamic Summit Conference conveyed to the participants the deep concern of
the Organization of the Islamic Conference over the situation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the need to intensify efforts to restore peace and preserve
the unity, independence and territorial iategrity of the Republic of Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

Among the OIC member States, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Republic
of Turkey also participated actively in the London Conference. The Foreign
Minister of the Republic of Turkey, who is the current Chairman of the Islamic
Conference of Foreign Ministers, expressed the concerns of the OIC member
States over the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The London Confereace on
the Former Yugoslavia defined the principles and the framework for a
negotiated settlement of the crisis in the former Yugoslavia. It also

established the institutional mechanism for pursuing the search for a peaceful

solution.
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It is pertinent to note here that the Statement of Principles, one of the
documents adopted at the London Conference, inclades, the following: the
fundamental obligation to respect the inéependence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity of all States in the region and to respect the
iﬁviolability of all frontiers in accordance with the United Nations Charter,
the Final Act of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE)
and the Charter of Paris: the rejection of all efforts to acquire territory
and change borders by force:; the obligation of all States and parties
concerned to comply in full wiﬁh all Security Council resolutions on the
crisis in the forrner Yugoslavia and to do their utmost to secure their
implementation; and non-recognition of all advantages gained by force or fait
accompli or of any legal consequences thereof,

The Statement on Bosnia, another London Conference document, includes the
following provisions: a full and permanent cessation of hostilities and an
end to all violence and repression, including the expulsion of populations;
recognition of Bosnia and Herzegovina by all former Yugoslav Republics;
respect for the integrity of present frontiers, unless changed by mutual
agreement; a genuine and lasting end to the conflict throughout the Republic
and return of territory taken by force; just and adequate arrangements for
people who have been forcibly expelied Zrom their homes, including the right
to return and compensation for their losses; the grouping of heavy weaponry
under international control; the demilitarization of major towns and their
monitoring by international observers; and a possible international
peace-keeping force under United Nations auspices to be created by the
Security Council to maintain the cease-fire, control military movements and

undertake other confidence-building measures.
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. The Paper on Serbia and Montenegro lists a number of obligations which
they must undertake to fulfil, inclgding: to cease the intervention across
their borders uith Bosnia and Croatia; to restrain the Bosnian Serbs from
taking territory by force and expelling local populations; éo declare that
they fully respect the integrity of present frontiers; to restore in full the
¢ivil and constitutional rights of the inhabitants of Kosovo, Vojvodina and
Sandjak; to observe fully the relevant resolutions of the Security Council and
s0 on. The London Conference made it clear that if those Republics did not
comply the Security Council would be invited to apply stringent sanctions
leading to their total international isolation,

The Organization of the Islamic Conference is rgpresented on the
High-Level Steering Committee of the London Conference, which has been set up
to supervise and coordinate the peace process. The Secretary-General of the
0IC is of the view that 0IC's effective participation in the uork of the
Steering Committee is indispensable for the efforts of the organization to
restore peace and preserve the independence, sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the Republic of‘Bosnia-Herzegovina. It is also in accordance
with the high importance that Membar States attach to this issue.

The Secretary General has therefore decided teo establish a Permanent
Mission of the OIC to the United Nations Europsan Office ia Ueneva. That
Mission, which is already operational, in additiom to ensuring continuous OIC
representation in the Geneva peace process relating to the Zormer Yugoslavia,
also assists in coordinating the efforts of its member States at the United
Nations in Geneva.

In the meantime the Secretary-General also attended the Tenth Conference

of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Jakarta from
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1 to 6 September 1992. The OIC member States made intensive efforts to have
Yugoslavia's membership in the Movement of Hon-Aligned Countries terminated.

On 19 sgpéember 1992, responding to the request of the Islamic Group at
the United Nations, the Security Council adopted resolution 777 (1992), in
which it statead thgt it considered that the former Socialist Federal Republic
of Yugosiavia had ceased to exist and that the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro) could not continue automatically the membership of the
former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, and recommended to the
General Assembly that it decide that the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro)
+hould apply for membership in the United Nations and that it should not

participate in the work of the Ceneral Assembly. The General Assembly

endorsed that recommendation.



A/47/PV.88
61

(Mr. Ansay. OIC)

."The situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina was a prominent item on the
agenda of the OIC Annual Coordination Meeting of Ministers of Foreign Affairs,
held at the United Nations in New York oa 23 September this year. The
President of Bosaia and Herzegovina, His Excellency Mr. Alija Izetbegovic,
addressed the OIC Coordination Meeting, and expressed the appreciation of his
Government and people for the steadfast support extended by the OIC to their
just struggle to safeguard the independence,-unity and territorial integrity
of their country.

In its Final Declaration the OIC Annual Coordination Meeting inter alia
welcomed the holding of the Londox Conference on the Former Yugoslavia and
demanded that all commitments made at that Conference be fully and promptly
implemented in letter and spirit. In particular, it emphasized the urgent
need for the effective enforcement of th:: provisions regarding the
establishment of a no-fly zone, contro: »f i:2avy weaponry: closing of
concentration camps and return of refugees to their homes; and effective
delivery of humanitarian relief. It condemned the continuation of the Serbian
aggression against Bosnia and Herzegovina and expressed its alarm at the
failure of the numerous efforts aimed at bringing it to an end. In this
context, it reaffirmed the legitimate right of Bosnia and Herzegovina to
self-defence in accordance with Article 51 of the Charter of the United
Nations, and underlined the need to exempt Bosnia and Herzegovina from the
provisions of the arms embargo.

On 9 Gctober 1992 the Security Council adopted resolution 781 (1992), by
which it decided to establish a ban on military f£lights in the airspace of

Bosnia and Herzegovina. This no-fly zone has been constantly and continuously
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violated by the Serbian air force, which has éontinued to attack Goverament
‘positions in the northern and eastern pa?ts of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The
most. recent attack took place today,.when the aggressors carried out air
attacks against several Bosnian villages, in which 70 civilians, including 18
childrén, were killed. :

The OIC Contact Group in the mean time has been continuing its efforts at
the United Nations. On 12 November 1992 it had an extensive exchange of views
with Mr. Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen in New York. The Contact Group also
intensified its efforts to have a meeting of the Security Council convened to
consider taking urgent action to speed up deployment of additional military
elements in UNPROFOR; ensure sure and Secura access for humanitarian supplies
to all parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina; enforce the no-fly zone; and take
steps to bring before an international tribunal those responsible for the
abhorrent practice of “ethnic ¢leansing®.

Thanks to these efforts, the Security Council was convened to consider the
situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, with the notable participation in the
debate of many member States of the Islamic Group, as well as the Co-Chairmen
of the Steering Committee and the Special Rapporteur of the Commission on
Human Rights. The report to the Security Council by Mr. Mazowiecki gave a
cruel and shocking picture of the general situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Special Rapporteur of the United Nations Commission on Human Rights
referred in his statement to the Security Council to the “massive and grave"
violations of the right to life and other fundamental hwran rights in Bosnia

and Herzegovina. He stated that "ethnic cleansing” was essentially not a

consequence, but am cbjective, of this war. He said:
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“A terrorized population, in particula: Muslims, is abandoning the
dangerous areas en MASSC. «.. Thousanaﬁ-of refugees have been subjected
to a veritable hell." (S/PV,3134, p. 41).

The‘Special Rapporteur also expressed concerm about the situation in
Kosovo. He stated:

“The human rights of the Albanian population being systematically

violated"”
in many spheres of life,

“the Hungarian, Croat, Slovak and Ukrainian population [living in

Vojvodinal, as well as the Muslims in Sandjak, must endure various forms

of discrimination and oppression.

"There exists in all those regions an imminent possibility of an
escalation of the conflict, not excluding an outbreak of fighting."
(S/PV.3134, pp. 41-42).

The Special Rapporteur also stated:

“During my missions, I found ... that [war] crimes have been
committed." (S/PV.3134, p, 42)

He added that their further investigation should be continued within the
mandate of the Commission of Experts established in accordance with Security
Council resolution 780 (1992).

For their part, the members of the Islamic Group at the United Nations
condemned the Serbian refusal to comply with the demands of the Security
Council and strongly expressed regret over the lack of efficacy of action
taken by the international community to stop the aggression against Bosnia and
Herzegovina and to bring to an end the sufferings of the civilian population.
Thef called for fresh effort and decisive action to restore peace in that

region of the world. On the basis of the legitimate right to individual and
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collective-salf-defence, as recognized under Article 51 of the Charter of the
United Nations, the member States of the Islamic Group also pleaded for the
lifting of the iniquitous arms embargo, which is detrimental to Bosnia and
Herzegovina and favours the Serbian aggressors,

In this context, the Security Council adopted on 16 November 1992
resolution 787 (1992), by which it decided, inter alia, to tighten the
economic embargo against Serbia and Montenegro. The Council's decision aimed
at imposing a blockade on the Danube River and the Adriatic coast, banning the
transport of petroleum products, metal, chemical and other strategic goods and
authorizing searches of all merchant ships.

In the framework of the preparations for the Sixth Extraordinary Session
of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers, the Secretary-General of the
OIC in the mean time had close contacts with several leaders of the member
States. He also carried out from 6 to 16 November 1992 a working visit to the
United Arab Emirates, Iran, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan, Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia and Turkey. The Secretary-General of the OIC visited
Albania from 14 to 15 November to exchange views with President Sali Berisha
and other Albanian leaders on the rapidly deteriorating situation in Kosovo.
He visitied Zagreb and exchanged views with President Franjo Tudjman and the
Croatian leaders, and met with Bosnian refugees in Croatia.

The Secretary-General of the 0IC visited Sarajevo on 16 November 1992 and
had a detailed exchange of views with His Excellency Alija Izetbegovic,
President, and His Excellency Haris Silajdzic, Foreigm Minister, of the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. This visit was warmly welcomed by the
leaders and people of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, as it
demonstrated the solidarity and support of the OIC for their just struggle in

defending the independence, unity and territorial integrity of their country.
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On the kind invitation of the Government of thg Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques. King Fahd Bin Abdul Aziz, the Sixth Extraordinary Session of the
Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers was held in Jiddah, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, on 1 and 2 December this year in order to examine the situationiin
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Secretary-General of the OIC, in a statement, expressed deep anguish
and grave concern about the deteriorating situation in the Republic of Bosnia,
and emphasized the need for speedy implementation of all international
resolutions on Bosnia and Herzegovina, notably those of theASecnrity Council.

The Conference, in its resolution, adopted by consensus, inter alia
strongly condemned the Serbian aggression against the Républic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the Republic of Croatia and the non-compliance by Serbia and
Montenegro and the Serbian irreqular forces of all relevant internstional
resolutions. It also condemned vigorously the massive and flagrant violations
of the human rights of the Bosnian people, and considered the Serbian policy
of "ethnic cleansing” and forcing the Muslims and Croats to leave their homes
as intrinsically genocidal and a crime against humanity. It reaffirmed its
commitment to restoring peace in the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina in
accordance with relevant Uniéed Nations resolutions, as well as safeguarding
its unity, sovereignty, political independence and territorial integrity. It
reaffirmed the principle of inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory by
force and the right of all Bosnian refugees to return to their homes in
conditions of safety and honour. It also reaffirmed that the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina had the inherent right of individual aad collective

self-defence in accordance with Article 51, Chapter VII, of the Charter of the

United Nations.
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Ihé Conference urgedﬁmembe:;égates to gxtend treir coppération to th§
Republic of Bosnia andfﬁé:zegovina in tﬁe exercise of its inherent right to
individuél sélf-defencé in accordance with Afticle.Sl of the Uhitéd Nations
Charter. It also requested the Séqurity,Coﬁncil to review by 15 January 1993
the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the implementation of the relevant
Security Cbuncii resolutions, including resolution 752 (1992), as well as of
the relevané commitments made during the International Conference on the
Former Yugoslavia, and instructed the Contact Group of the OIC at the United
Nations to follow up with the éecurity Council such a review and advise the
Member States of further measures, if any} that the OIC and its member States
could take with a view to responding positively to requests of the Republic of

Bosnia and Herzegovina in accordance with Article 51 of the Charter.
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It further requested the Security Council to clarify and declare
explicitly that the arms embargo against Yugoslavia imposed by its
resolutién 713 (1991) does not apply to the Republic of Bosmnia and
Herzegovina, and to allow the immediate delivery of defensive arms to the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina by OIC member States. It also requested
its member States to assure the Secretary-Gemeral and the Security Council of
their readiness to contribute finances and personnel fo; implementing the
decisions of the Security Council to restore peace in the Republic of Bosnia
and Herzegovina.

It requested the Security Council immediately to take the necessary
measures against Serbia and Montenegro, including the use of force as
prescribed under Article 42, Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter with a
view to ensuring its full compliance-with the relevant resolutions,
particularly Security Council resolutioms 752 (1992) and 757 (1992), as well
as to counter and deter further acts of externmal aggression against the
Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. It also requested the Security Council to
ensure the effective enforcement of its decision establishing a no-fly zone
over the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and to depley United Natioms
forces on the Bosnian-Serbian and Bosnian-Montenegran borders in order to
prevent direct or indirect assistance to Serbian military and paramilitary
forces.

It supported the ongoing efforts of the United Nations to ensure the

delivery of humanitarian assistance to the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina
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and requested the‘Uniged Nations and other relevant international
organizations to consider urgently the introduction of safe areas, in close
consultation with all those involved in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the existing
humanitarian effort to supply relief goods through road convoys and air-lifts,
but to do nothing that would encourage the Serbian policy of "ethnic
cleansing“.‘ It also called for the reopening of the airports in the control
of the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina, specifically those at Tuzla and
Bihae, for humanitarian supplies, including air-drops wherever required.

It urged the Internaticnal Conference on the Former Yugoslavia, the
European Community, the Conference on Securlty and Co-operation in Europe, the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the Western European Union and all others
conceraned to intensify their efforts to restore peace in the Republic of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and to act urgently and effectively to stecp the Serbian
Plans to alter the demographic composition of Bosnia and Hecrzegovina. It ‘
noted that the Govermment of Bosnia and Herzegovina had accepted the
constitutional principles proposed by the Co-Chairmen of the Geneva Conference
on the Former Yugoslavia and emphasized the need to impose a speedy democratic
settlement.

It warned the Serbian leadership in Belgrade and in Bosnia and
Herzegovina, as well as all persons who commit or order the commission of
breaches of international humanitarian law, that they are individually
responsible in respect of such breaches and that they could be punished for
war crimes in accordance with the Geneva Conventions. It also called for the
establishment of an intermational war crimes tribunal to try and punish those

who are guilty of crimes against humanity and war crimes.
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It requested the Security Council to 2ct immediatsly to close all
detention and concentration camps in Serbia anﬁ Montemegro and in Bosnia aad
Herzegovina established by the Serbs, and stressed that uantil that was done
international cobservers should be ?ssigned to those camps and that the
Internatioral Committee of the Red Cross should be granted free access to all
such lecations.

It expressed its grave concern over the increasing tension in Kosovo,
San&jak and the Republic of Macedonia, and its alarm at the prospect of the
use of force against the Muslims of those areas, which would have
unforeseeable consequences and could lead to a wider regional conflagration.
It urged the Security Council to give urgent consideration to deploying United
Nations forces in Kosovo, Sandjak, Vojvcdina and the Republic of Macedonia so
as to contain the extremely explosive situation prevailing in those areas.

It called upon member States to comsider early recognition of the
Republic of Macedonia, including support for its membership of the United
Rations, for the purpose of reinforcing peace and cooperation in the Balkans.

It decided to support fully all efforts to terminate the membership of
former Yugoslavia in all United Nations organs and institutions.

It expressed its appreciation to those States and international
institutions that have provided humanitarian assistance to the people of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and appealed to all member States to contribute
generously to alleviating their suffering, including assistance to refugee

centres for Bosnian Muslims in neighbouring countries, especially Croatia.
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It commended the positive cooperation extended by the Republic of Croatia
with a view to facilitating the implementation of Security Council resolutions
relevant to the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina, particularly those
relating to ensuring and facilitating the delivery of assistance to that
republic.

In view of all those developments, the General Secretariat of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference wishes to make the following
observations and recommendations:

First, the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina continues to deteriorate,
and the casualty figure is rising. With the onset of winter, the humanitarian
dimensions of the crisis are increasing. The religious and cultural heritage
of the Muslims is also being attacked by the Serbs in a systematic attempt to
erase the traces of Muslim existence in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Second, despite many cease-fire announcements, fighting continues. The
Serbs have acquired territory, which must not be recognized or allowed to be
translated into an advantage in any political process or negotiations for a
peaceful settlement. In that context, the Secretary-General of the IOC
welcomes the reaffirmation by the Security Council, in its resolution
787 (1992), that any taking of territory by force or any practice of "“ethnic
cleansing” is unlawful and unacceptable, and will not be permitted to affect
the outcome of the negotiations on constitutional arrangements for Besnia and
Herzegovina. Our Secretary-General also welcomes the reaffirmation by the

Council of its call on all parties and others concerned to respect
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strictly the territorial integrity of Bosnia and Herzegovina and of its
decision that any entities unilaterally declared or arrangements imposed in
contravention thereof will not be accepted.

Third, the economic sanctions imposed against Serbia and Montenegro have
not yet had any appreciable effect. In fact, it is known that there are
loopholes and that the sanctions are being breachéd. The Secretary-General of
the 0IC welcomes the adoption of Security Council resolution 787 (1992) and
hopes the Security Council will continue to take a serious view of the
situation and ensure the effective implementation of the embargo.

Fourth, while extending its full support to the Geneva process, the 0IC
should ensure that the process correlates with the demands of international
legality. The International Conference on the Former Yugoslavia must
endeavour to ensure the full implementation of the London Agreements. The new
constitutional principles for Bosnia and Herzegqovina proposed by the
Co-Chairmen have been accepted by the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina and
constitute a step towards a democratic settlement in Bosnia and Herzegovina,

which should be arranged without further delay. The IOC Secretary-General

welcomes the idea of convening another session at ministerial level with a
view to finding ways and means to implement the decisions taken at previous
He will be participating personally in the meeting of the Steering

sessions.

Committee of the Intermational Conference on the Former Yugoslavia tomorrow,

16 December 1992,
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Fifth, the‘General Assembly has affirmed that.the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina has, under Article 51 of the Unitgd Nations Charter, the-inherent
right‘of self-defence.‘ Bosnia and Herzegovina must be exempted from the'
provisions of Security Council resolution 713 (1991).‘which imposed an arms
embargo against Yugoslavia. It is evident that the arms embargo has in fact
been used to the detriment of the Bosnian Government and has given the
aggressor a trememdous advantage. The maintenance of the arms embargo agaiast
the Government of Bosnia and Herzegovina also amounts to egquating the victim
with the aggressor.

Sixth, the defence forces of Bosnia and Herzegovina must be strengthened
and enabled to assume full comtrol over the territory of their republic.

Seventh, the prospect of the conflicteengulfing other areas in the
territory of former Yugoslavia is increasing. Every effort must be made to
prevent such an escalation and the widening of the conflict to Sandjak, Kosovo
and Macedonia.

Eighth, the humanitarian dimensions of the situation in Bosnia and
Herzegovina require urgent attention. Member States are reguested to examine
in depth the relief and reconstiuction assistance requirements c¢f the
Goverament of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

In conclusion, the Organization of the Islamic Conference once again
submits to the General Assembly this tragic humanitarian case, which will
probably have unprecedented repercussions if it ip not tackled in a swift,

adequate and effective manner. It expects without delay concrete actiom in
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the form of a resolution that, in order to resolve this multidimensional issue
forthwith, will contain the necessary elements adopted by the recent

extraordinary session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers.
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The PRESIDENT: We have heard the last speaker in the general debate
on item 143, ‘
AGENDA ITEMS 59, 61 and 62 (continued)
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION ON THE DENUCLEARIZATION OF AFRICA

(a) REPORT OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE (A/747/689)
(b) REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A747/784)

GENERAL AND COMPLETE DISARMAMENT

(a) REPORT OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE (A/47/691, DRAFT RESOLUTION E)
(b) REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A747/784)

REVIEW AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CONCLUDING DOCUMENT OF THE TWELFTH SPECIAL
SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

(a) REPORT OF THE FIRST COMMITTEE (A/47/692, DRAFT RESOLUTION A)
(b) REPORT OF THE FIFTH COMMITTEE (A747/784)

The PRESIDENT: I should like to remind members that at the 81st

Plenary meeting, held on 9 December 1992, the President informed the Assembly
that in order to allow the Fifth Committee sufficient time to conclude its
review of the relevant programme budget implications of three recommendations
of the First Committee, action on those recommendations would be deferred.
Since, at that same meeting, the Rapporteur of the First Committee introduced
all the reports of that Committee, we shall proceed directly to consider those
three recommendations which are contained in the reports of the First
Committee on agenda item 59, 61 and 62 respectively.

We shall first turn to the report of the First Committee on agenda item
59, "Imblementation of the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa"
(A/747/689).

I shall now call on those representatives who wish to explain their votes

or positions before the voting.
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There being none, the Assembly will now take a decision on the draft

resolution recommended by the First Committee in paragraph 9 of its report,

The report of the Fifth Committee on the programme hudget implications of

the draft resolution is contained in document A/47/784.

The First Committee adopted the draft resolution without a vote.

hear no objection X

If1I
b

shall take it that the General Assembly wishes to do the
same.,

Th raft resolution w ad

{resolution 47/76).
The PRESIDENT:

If I hear no objection, I shall take it that the
General Assembly wishes to conclude its consideration of agenda item 59.
The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now resume its consideration of

the report (A/47/691) of the First Committee on agenda item 61, “General and
complete disarmament".

The Assembly will now take a decision on dratft resolutioa E, recommended

by the First Committee in paragraph 38 of its report. Action on the other
recommendations contained in paragraphs 38 and 39 of the report was taken by

the Assembly at its 8ist plemary meeting, on 9 December.
Draft resolution E is entitled "Transparency in armamenta".

The report
of the Fifth Committee on the programme budget implications of the draft

resolution is contained in paragraph 3 of document A/47/784.

Draft resolution E was adopted by the First Committee without a vote.

If
I hear no objection, I shall take it that the Assembly wishes to do likewise,

Draft resolution E was adopted (resolution 47/%52 L).

The PRESIDENT: I shall now call on those representatives who wish
to explain their votes or positions.
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Me. FOUATHIA (Algeria) (interpretation from French): My delegation
wishes to explain its position on draft resolution E contained in document
A/47/691, on transparency in armaments.

At the forty-sixth session of the Genmeral Assembly, the Algerian
delegation voted in favour of resclution 46/36 L. In this way, it wished to
express my country's strong support for the concept of transparency in the
military field. At that time our delegation explained its position regarding
the establishment of a system that would really reflect transparency in a
field as sensitive as that of the security of all States. In so doing, the
Algerian delegation expressed the wish that there be established within the
United Nations a system that would bé viable and that could truly ensure
transparency in all aspects related to arms transfers, withou® exception, and
therefore a system that would effectively contribute to non-proliferation, as
well as to disarmament in general.

Unfortunately, the existing shortcomings have not been corrected, Hence
subsequent efforts to establish a registry of arms transfers have not dealt
adequately with additional aspects of the question of transparency.

Furthermore, we feel that the report (A/47/342) should have included more
specific recommendations regarding the improvement of the United Nations
Register in order to broaden it to cover alil aspects of transparency. We
would have hoped that this guestion would be given equitable and effective
treatment instead of & selsctive and therefore discriminatory approach, A
well-balanced treatment of the different elements of transparency in
international arms transfers should have aimed at the establishment of a
Register as a universal and global system. This means that inseparable

aspects such as national capacity for arms production and acquisition, arms
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stockpiles, the spread of weapons of m#ss ﬂestruction'and the transferx of
military technolbgy should all have been ﬁakqn into account. This approach
should also be aimed at correcting inequality in obligatiogs between importing
countries and those whose needs are covered by national production

None the less, it was in a constructive spirit that my delegation agreed
to join the consensus, first of all to reaffirm our commitment to real
disarmament measures, and also to reiterate our full support for the full
concept of transparency - & transparency which is universal and
non-discriminatory and which can therefore streangthen confidence-building
measures among Sfatea. We therefore express hope that the Conference on
Disarmament will be able to step up its work on the subject of transparency in
order to correct rvapidiy all of the shortcomings that we have noted and to
give full effect to all aspects of transparency in the field of armaments

which would apply to all categories of weapons, both conventional and weapons

of mass destruction.
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Mr, §HQ§KR (Egypt)' I should like to speak in explanation of my
delegatxon s vote on draft resolutxon E, "Ttansparency in armaments",
contained in document A/47/691. ‘

Since the General Assembly adopted résélution 46/36 L during its
forty-sixth session the focus of attention conce:ning this issue has been the
work of the Panel of Governmental Technical Experts who were entrusted with
the responsibility of elaborating the technical procedures and making any
adjustments to the anmnex to that resolution necessary for the effective
operation of the Register of Conventional Arms and of preparing a report on
the modalities for early expansion of the scope of the Register.

The delegation of Egypt takes noté of the Panel's report (A/47/342 and
Corr.1l} and would like to take this opportunity to express its appreciation to
Ambassador Hendrik Wagenmakers, the Chairman of the Panel, for the excelleat
manner in which he conducted and guided its deliberations, leading to the
production of its report.

Egypt continues to support the objectives of the establishment of the
Register. We continue to believe that the basic requirements for the Register
to achieve these objectives as an effective confidence-building measure
contributing to disarmament, international peace and security and stability
for all States are that it be a truly universal, comprehensive and
non-discriminatory Register of armaments; that it ensure equal rights and
obligations for all States; that there be recognition of the legitimate
security concerns of all States; and that it provide the broadest degree of
transparency in all fields of armaments.

We also wish to reiterate on this occasion our principled belief that
transparency and other confidence-building measures are not an end in

themselves, but merely a means which may facilitate, and could contribute to,
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the realization of generalr$nd complete disarmament by means of eliminating
suspicion and doubt, thereﬁyiégsing tensions.

The report of the technical experts incorpoiates the procedures for the
operation of the Register. We realizé this report was arrived at after
difficult consultations among the experts, which necessitated eompromise on
various aspects addressed.

Though an Egyptian expert parcicipated in the formulation of this report,
we continue to have certain reservations concerning some of the practical
procedures formulated for the Register's operation, since it is our belief
that these formulations may not provide the required degree of transparency
vital for its success. We were surprised that the Panel did not, despite its
competence to do so, attempt to define arms transfers, this being the crux of
this new mechanism of disarmament. The Panel seemed, instead, to be content
with a very limited interpretation of what might comprise an arms transfer.

We also note that a standardized form for reporting transfers is lackirg,
since the description of items to be registered is voluntary. This approach
is in contrast to the objectives of the Register, since it may hinder
effective analysis of the informatiom provided.

It concerns us equally that the Panel, in carrying out its mandate in
regard to considering the modalities for early expansion of the scope of the
Register, confined itself to merely raising a variety of questions that may be
addressed@ by the panel to be established in 1994. We believe that it was not
in the Panel's mandate to embark on such a course of action, and would have
preferred it to address its mandate in this regard with greater depth and
commitment and through a more substantive consideration of the issues it had

identified.
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The issue of expanding the scope of the Reg;ster remaxns toda » as it vas

.......
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whén resolutxon 46/36 L was adopted, among our hxghest priorities. Only
through such expansion - by means of the addition of furthet categories of
equipment and the 1nc1us;on on the Register of information on military
stockpxles, national production of armaments, the transfer of high technology .
with military applzcation and weapons of mass destruction - will the Register
evolve intc a truly comprehensive mechanism of disarmament providing the
broadest degree of transparency. This comprehensive approach is fundamental
for safeqguarding the sequrity of all States, eliminating suspicions and doubts
and guaranteeing ﬁhe Register's universality.

Egypt will be following closely the operation of the Register to evaluate
and ascertain its effectiveness in achieving the objectives for which it was
created. We will continue to participate actively in the discussions under
way in the Conference on Disarmament on the issue of transparency in
armaments, and hope that these deliberations will be successful and will
contribute positively to the further development of the Register and the
expansion of its scope. At the same time, we must note that since the
Register was established by the Genmeral Assembly all decisions concerning its
operation and development have remained firmly within the Assembly's exclusive
competence, in the context of the efforts to achieve general and complete
disarmament, in accordance with the recognized priorities of disarmament, and
to consolidate international peace and security.

Ihe PRESIDENT: May I take it that the General Assembly wishes to

conclude its consideration of agenda item 617

It was so decided.
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The PRESIDENT: The Assembly will now resume its consideration of

the report (A/47/692) of the First Committee on agenda item 62, "Review and
implementation of the Concluding Document of the Twelfth Special Session of

the General Assembly".

The Assembly will take a decision on draft resolution A, recommended by
the First Committee in paragraph 25 of its report. Action on the other
recommendations contained in paragraphs 25 and 26 of the report was taken by

the Assembly at its 8lst plenary meeting, on 9 December.

Draft resolution A is entitled "Regional confidence-building measures".
The report of the Fifth Committee on the programme budget implications of
draft resolution A is contained in document A/47/784.

A recorded vote has been regquested.
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In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Australia,
Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados,
Belarus, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria,
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Central
African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa
Rica, Cote d'Ivoire, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia,
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Demmark, Djibouti,
Dominica, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Estonia, Ethiopia,
Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Germany, Ghana,
Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana,
Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait, Lao
People's Democratic Republic, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Liberia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali,
Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Micronesia (Federated States of), Mongolia, Morocco,
Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New
Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan,
Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal,
Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania,
Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint
Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa, San Marino,
Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Singapore, Slovenia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Suriname,
Swaziland, Sweden, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan,
Thailand, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey,
Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Republic of
Tanzania, Uruguay, Venezuela, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia,
Z2imbabwe

Against: United States of America
staining: United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Draft resolution A was a 159 v 1, with 1 abstention
(resolution 47/53 F).

The PRESIDENT: May I take it that it is the wish of the Gerneral

Assembly to conclude its consideration of agenda item 627

It was so decided.
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AGENDA ITEMS 33 AND 3’4 (continued)
pomczgs oF APARTHEID OF THE GOVERNMENT OF sou:m AFRICA
(a) REPORT OF THE spscm. comxmsn AGAINS‘.I‘ APAR'I‘HEID (A747/22)

(b) REPORT OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL GROUP TO MONITOR IHB SUPPLY AND
SHIPPING OF OIL AND PETROCLEUM PRODUCTS TO SOUTH AFRICA (A/47/43)

(c) REPORT OF THE COMMISSION AGAINST APARTHEID IN SPORTS (A/47/45)
(@) REPORTS OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/47/525, A/47/55%9, A/47/574)
(e) REPORT OF THE SPECIAL POLITICAL COMMITTEE (A/47/616)

(£) DRAFT RESOLUTIONS (A/47/L.27, A/47/L.29, A/s47/L.31, A/47/L.32, A/47/L.44
and Corr.l1, A/Q?/L.45 and Corr.l, A/47/5..46)

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL AND TRAINING PROGRAMME FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA
(a) REPORT OF THE SECRETARY-GENERAL (A/47/513)

(b) DRAFT RESOLUTION (A/47/L.15)

The PRESIDENT: May I remind representatives that the debhate on
agenda items 33 and 34 was concluded at the 66th plenary meeting, on

19 November.
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I cali now oxn £h§ Chaiiman_ot‘the'séeéial Committee against Apartheiad,
who wishes to introduce draft :esolutionsyA/471L.é9, entitled “Programme of
work of the Special Committee against Apartheid”, and A/47/L.32, entitled
“International eftoits towards the totai,erﬁdieatien of apartheid and support
for the establishment of a united, non-racial and democratic South Africa".

Mr. GAMBARI (Nigeria), Chairman of the Special Committee against
Apartheid: Exactly 26 days ago the General Assembly concluded its debate on
agenda item 33: “Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa®.
We are here again today to give practical effect to the views so eloquently
espoused on the political process under way in South Africa.

In my opening étatement during the debate, I urged the international
community not to egquivocate on the obnoxious system of apartheid or to show
fatigue in the struggle to end it. Nor should we prematurely declare the
death of apartheid. Rather, we must bear in mind that despite the positive
progress made inside South Africa in the last three years, the majority of the
people of South Africa are still disenfranchised.

The tragic violence which engulfed the country still persists, making it
impossible for a climate of free political activity to prevail. Therefore the
Special Committee against Apartheid recommends that the General Assembly
should urge the South African authorities %o exercise fully and impartially
the primary responsibility of any Government: to bring to an end the ongoing
violence, to protect the lives, security and property of all South Africans in

all of South Africa and to bring the full weight of justice to bear on those
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réspéﬁkible fof;the vioiehca. Thé General Asébmbiy should alsovurgo‘the South
African‘aughoriéiea:£o assuma‘fully thsir rasponsibﬁliﬁy for respecting and

protecting the kighk of South Africans to demonatfatébgeacefnziy and publicly
throughout their country in order to eohvey thoir political views effectively.

As Chairman of thé Special Committee, it is with real pleasure that I.now
introduce twn of the draft rusolutions whichk the Special COﬁnitteé is directly
sponsoring. These are draft resolution A/%?/L.32,.entitled “International
efforts towards the total eradication of apartheid and support for the
establishment of a united, non-racial and democratic South Africa", and draft
resolution A/47/L.29, entitled “Programme of work of the Spscial Committee
against Apartheid®.

The omnibus draft resolution A/47/L.32 ropresents a hard-earned
consensus. It covers all practical aspects of development3d in South Africa.
By this draft rasolution, the Assembly would reaffirm the Declarastion on
Apartheid and its Destructive Consequences in Southern Africa and the need for
the full implementation of its provisions. The Assembly would also recognize
the responsibility of the Uanited Nations and the 1nterhationa1 community as a
whole, as envisaged in the Declaration, to help the South African people in
their 2agitimate struggle for the total elimination of apartheid through
peaceful means.

The draft resolution addresses most of the concerns expressed in the
course of the tortuous negotiations before consensus was reachsd on the
omnibus text. It accurately reflects the existing realities inside South
Africa. The draft resoclution also calls on all the partiesz ik South Africa to

contribute to the achievenment .f the aims of the National Peace Accord.
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The Special Committee wishes to Appeal‘onCe again to the in&e;natianal
cbmmunity to maintain appropriate pressure on South Africa. Paragraph 12 of
this draft resolution is self—explanatoiy. May I also reiterate that it is
essential that the people of South Africa should be encouraged by the
international community to resume broad-based negotiations on transitional
arrangements with the objective of reaching early agreement on a new,
democratic, non-racial constitution.

Even in ordinary times, reaching a consensus is never easy. And these
are not ordinary times. Developments, inside South Africa in particular and
around the world in general, are fluiad, allowing for the possibility of
different conclusions to be drawn oam a particular subject. The question of
apartheid South Africa has not been an exception. This draft resolution has,
however, attempted to demonstrate how the developments in South Africa should
be viewed by the international community inm a balanced and helpful manne:x,

In 3pite of the difficulties encountered in the process, we wers gbls to
obtain consemsus on this draft resolution. For that achievemant I wish to
thank all our negotiating partners. By their forthright and comstructive
contributions, they have demonstrated once again their willingness to press
for bringing back on track the process of change in South Africa, halted for
months owing largely to the persistence of viclence. I am persorally grateful
for the support asnd cooperation received from all the participants in the
negotiating forum throughout the Aifficult period of negotiations.

Therefore, on behalf of the Special Committee, aund indeed on behalf of

the entire Assembly, I am very proud to present this omnibus draft
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tesolutioh on the international efforts required to resolve the South African
problems. It is with pleasure that I commend draft resolution A/47/L.32 to
the Assembly for adoption by cousensus.

It is also my duty to place before the General Aa@embly the text of draft
resolution A/47/L.29, on the programme cf work of the special COmmittéa
against Apartheid. As all are aware, the adoption of this draft resolutien
would remew the anxual mandats > the Committee and provide direction for its
work during the year.

Overall, the language of this draft resolution represents a slight
improvement om that of last year. Similarly, appreciating and acknowledging
the ongoing positive developments inside South Africa, the Special Committee
has slightly reduced its request for financial support for the coming fear.

In general, the work of the Committee will continue to emphasize a
judicious mixture of continued pressure on the South African authorities and
assistance to the disadvantaged sectors of South African society. We beliave
that despite the twist of political events during the last six months, the
political process under way in South Africa requires such encouragement and
agsistance,

The draft resolution has the potential to be adopted by consensus. Hence
its language has been revised to reflect comments offered by many interested
delegations. As mandated by the Special Committee, I spoke with all the
delegations that had abstained on a similar draft resolution last year, in the

hope that they could vote in favour this year. I wish to make a final
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app;al to thon§ dolcg;tiona: the Assembly‘s unanimous adoption of this draft
resolution would constitute a major success for our collective efforts in the
search for #n sarly solution to the South Africen question,

I fully understand that a few delegations are concernsd about the
continued mandate of the Special Committee, especially as we approach the
difficult dying days of apartheid. May I remind those delegations that I am
on record as having expressed the hope that I might be the last Chairmen of
ého Special Committee against Apartheid. I believe passionately in this., I
alsc want to state unequivocelly that the Special Committee will not
perpetuate itself after the discharge of its mandate. The mandate of the
Committee will be considsred ended when a2 new, non-racial and democratic
constitution is ia place in South Africa and free and fair elections have besen
conducted on that besis. That has been our common goal throughout thess long
Years of struggle., and it remains our goal today. Once that objective is
attained, the Special Committee will recommend to the Generszi Assembly its own

diszsclution.
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I believe that the positive épércach of the Special Committee, which is
8o ably sﬁpported by the Centre against Apartheid, deserves té be appreciaﬁed
and encouraged. The best tribute deleg&tions can pay to the work of the |
Special Committee is to vote for this draft resolution on its programms of
work. Let us extend the spirit 5ehind the hard work that made possiblelthe
historic consensus reflected in the United Nations Declaration and reaffirmed
in omnibus resolutions on the gubject of apartheid at the past two sessions of
the General Assembly to a unanimous support for the draft resolution on the
programme of work of the Special Committee. '

Finally, I also wish to place before the Assembly draft resolution
A/47/L.44, “"Military and other collaboration with South Africa", and draft
resolution A/47/L.45, “Relations between Israel and South Africa”. These two
draft resolutions have been endorsed by the African Group. Mozambique has
joined the list of sponsors of the two draft resolutions, Members' support
for the draft resolutions will confirm the continued support of the
international community for the vulnerable and critical process now under way
in South Africa through a phased application of appropriate pressure on the
South African authorities.

The PRESIDENT: I now call upon the Permanent Representative of
Sweden, who wishes to introduce draft resolution A/47/L.27, "United Nationms
Trust Fund for South Africa“.

Mr, OSYALD (Sweden): As Chairman of the Committee of Trustees of
the United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa, I am privileged te introduce
draft resolution A/47/L.27 on behalf of the sponsoring Member States, to which
should be added Angola, Malaysia and Mozambique, to all of which I express

appreciation for their valued support.
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since it was establiéhed in 1968 the-T?ust Fund has provided humanitarian
relief and legal assistance to South Africans vwho were persecuted for their
opposition to apartheid. It ﬁas also provided relief to South African
refugess and exiles who were forced to flee their country.

The needed and valuable assistance provided by the Trust Fund was made
possible by the unanimous and steadfast support of Member States, which have
generously contributed almost $48 million to the Fund since its inception in
1965.

Mﬁmbers will recall that, in responsé to positive developments in South
Africa with regard@d to the dismantling of apartheid legislation, enhanced
prospects for mnegotiations and the release of many political prisoners the
General Assembly at its forty-sixth session authorized the Fund to channel its
assistance through broad-based, impartial organizations inside South Africa
itself, CQnsequentlf. the Fvnd is now able to assist work in the legal field
aimed at ensuring the effective implementation of legislation repealing
apartheid laws and regulations and to provide legal assistance to
disadvantage@ South Africans.

In adopting the draft resolution before it the General Assembly would
endorse the report of the Secretary-General on the Trust Fund and express
support for continued and substantial humanitarian, legal and educational
assistance by the international community, The Assembly would also support
assistance by the Trust Fund for work in the legal field and endorse its
decision to channel its assistance through appropriate organizations inside

South Africa.
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The'General Assembly would also, as in the past, appeal fdr generous
~contributions both o the Trust Fund and to oﬁher voluntary organizations
committéd to providing humanitarian and legal ASSistance in South Africa.

At a point in time when South Africans face-the‘difficult transitional
period towards a democratic and non-raéial South Africa, it is important that
the United>Nations'shguld continue its valuable humanitarian and legal
assistance in South Africa. I thereforé appeal on behalf of the Committee of
Trustees that draft resolution A/d?)L.%? be adopted without a vote. 1In so
doing the United Nations would continue to assist those in South Africa who
are trying against heavy odds to defend fundamental human rights, justice and
tolerance for alil.

The PRESIDENT: I now ¢all upon the represaentative of Kuwait, who
will introduce draft resolution A/47/L.31, "0il embargo agzinst South Africa”.
Mg, AL-MULLA {Kuwait): I have the honour, on bchalf of the

sponsors, to introduce the draft resolution on the o0il embarge against South
Africa contained in document A/47/5L/.31. The sponsors of the draft resolution
are the members of the Intergoverzmental Group to Monitor the Supply and
Shipping of 0il and Petroleum Products to South Africa. They are: Algeria,
Cuba, Indonesia, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Norway, Ukraine, the United
Republic of Tanzania and Kuwait. The Libyan Aradb Jamahiriya has joined the
members of the Intergovernmental Group in sponsoring the draft resqlution.

Since its establishment in 1986 the Intergovernmental Group to Monitor
the Supply and Shipping of 0il and Petrolsum Products to South Africa has
adopied its reports by consensus, and all of its members have sponsored the

draft resolutions on the 0il embargo against South Africa.
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’Tho consensul ond unanimity of viows of the membors of the
Intergove:nmental Group at this stage have special impottanco in the struggle
agaianst apartheid. we should liko to send a clear message to the Government
of South Africa that, unless there is profound and-irreversible‘change in
South Africa towards the elimination of apartheid. the oil ombatgo will remain
and the Intergovernmental Group will continue to seek the ccoperation of all
States to implement it scrupulously.

We therefore join all those who have reiterated their strong support for
the.process of peaceful change in South Africa and their appeal to all the
parties to resume‘btoad-based negotiations without delay. We particularly
call on the’south.African authorities to exercise their primary responsibility
to bring to an end the ongoing violence and to provide a climate conducive to
free political activity. In the same vein we appeal to the signatories of the
National Peace Accord to cooperate with each other in implementing its
provisions and to all parties in South Africa to facilitate the political
Process by refraining from acts of violence.

In addition to recognizing the importance of the oil embargo against
South Africa and the need to adopt legislative and other measures the
preambular section of the draft resolution contains two other important
elements. Ia the fourth preambular paragraph the Assembly will be noting that
the most effective oil embargo against South Africa remains the adoption by
the Security Council of a mandatory embargo. We would note that, uniike last

year, there is no reference to Chapter VII of the Charter in the current draft

resolution.
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In theffifth.éxgambular paragiaph;:ghc Assembly ﬁili h. ﬁqéinj‘vlth
appreciation the draft model law on the éiqumbhrgo‘and velcoming its .
consideration by Member Statss. ‘ | »

In paragraph 1, the Generai Assembly will take note of tho‘répoft of the
Intergovernmental Group and endorse its recommendations.

In accordance-with paragraph 2, the General Assembly vili request Member
States to adopt, if they have not already done so, aud ﬁthervise to maintain
and enforce effective measures prohibiting the supply and shipping of oil and
petroleum productz to South Africa. This paragiaph and other aspects of the
draft are similar to last yeatss draft, includiig the authorisation of the
Intergovernmental Group to take action tc promote public awareness of the oil
embargo and the request to all States to-extend their cooperation to the Group.

We sincerely hope that the draft resolution will receive the widest
possible support, thus streangthening the determination of the international
community to utilize pressure in order to bring about the speedy end of
apartheid.

The PRESIDENT: I now call on the representative of Barbados, who
wishes to introduce draft resolution A/47/L.46, "Support for the work of the
Commission against Apartheid in Sports®”.

Mr. MAYCOCK (Barbades): I have the honour to introduce draft
resolution A/47/L.46, on the work of the Commission against Apartheid in
Sports.

| In addition to the sponsors listed, the delegations of the Libyan Arab
Jamahiriya and Mozambique have become sponsors.

The Commission was able to meet this year in accordance with Article 14



. A747/PV.88

- (MMM)
".of the International Canention agaxnst Apartheid in sPorts. It conducted
important consultations with the :epresentatives of the liberation movements
of South Africa, namely, the African.uational COngtess;an& the Pan Africanist
COngtess‘o£ Azania,>as well as with‘the.reprgsentggiveQ of non-racial sporting
organizations in South Africa. While it must be‘acknbwledged'that some
progress hqs been achieved in the integration of sports in South Africa, it is
clear that more needs to be done in order to end the legacy of apartheid in
sports., Furthermo:e. the érogress so far achieved is of such a fragile nature
that without international oversight and pressure, the disadvantaged and
non-racial sports will continue to suffer, and the integration of sports in
South Africa on a non-racial basis will remain an unfulfilled goal.

It is therefore esséntial for the Commission to continue with its task of
monitoring developments regarding sports in South Africa until apartheid is
totally eliminated from sports and society in that country. In addition, the
Commission, at the urging of non-racial sports organizations from within South
Africa, will concentrate on providing moral and material support to the
Aisadvantaged and non-racial sports sectors in South Africa in order o help
them overcome the legacy of apartheid.

The two operative paragraphs of the draft resolution contained in
document A/47/L.46 are designed to achieve these objectives. I sincerely hope
that the draft resolution will be given the unanimous support that it so
richly deserves.

The PRESIDENT: I éhould like to remind members that draft
resolution A/47/L.15, submitted under agenda item 34, "United Nations
Education and Training Programme for Southern Africa", was introduced at the

62nd plenary meeting on 17 November.
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Before adjourning the meeting, I should like to inform representatives

that action on the draft resolutions submitted under agenda items 33 and 34
will be taken at a later date, to be announced in the Journal.

The meeting r . m.





