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Mr& Y!Ql!AlU (Zambia): May I add Zambia’s voice to those of other 

representatives who have addressed sincere felicitations to you, Sir, on your 

election to the high office of President of the General Assembly at its 

forty-sixth session. You bring to the presidency immense dip?omatic skill and 

experience - attributes that are particularly essential in this epoch-making 

period in the history of the United Nations and of international relations. 

You are the eminent representative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, a country 

with which Zambia enjoys most cordial relations. My delegation is therefore 

confident that you will guide our deliberations to a successful conclusion. 

Your predecessor, Mr. Guido de Marco, presided with great tact and 

determination at the forty-fifth session of the General Assembly. We thank 

him for a job well done. 

Similarly, my delegation pays a deserved tribute to 

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, the Secretary-General, for his tireless efforts - 

spanning a period of 10 years - in the search for global peace and harmony. 

He has, indeed, served us well through some of t.he most t.rying moments in the 

history of our Organization. 
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Zambia warmly welcomes the admission to our midst of the new Members, 

namely, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the Republic of Korea, the 

Federated States of Micronesia, the Republic of the Marshall Islands and the 

Baltic States of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. Their admission is clear 

testimony of our resolve to attain universality in the membership of the 

United Nations. In the case of the two Koreas it is my delegation's hope that 

their membership will hasten the process of the reunification of their 

motherland. 

The demise of the cold war era has injected a welcome spirit of 

cooperation and accommodation in international relations. In this regard the 

preservation of international peace and security, the primary goal of the 

United Nations, is now a real possibility. There now exists an atmosphere 

conducive to the fulfilment of the goals and purposes of the United Nations. 

Public perception of the United Nations and confidence in it have consequently 

been greatly enhanced. Indeed, the United Nations now truly stands as a 

centre-piece of multilateralism. This is as it shouid be. 

As is well known, the United Nations was established with the primary 

goal of the maintenance of international peace and security. To that end the 

Organisation was to serve as the central forum for negotiations and the 

harmonisation of actions of Member States. In this respect the United Nations 

has a solemn and legitimate responsibility for ensuring the realisation of 

general and complete disarmament under effective international control. 

It is encouraging to note that in the recent past important agreements 

have been concluded, including the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in 

Europe and the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START). My delegation has 

also welcomed the recent initiatives announced by the President of the 
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United States, Mr. George Bush, relating to nuclear disarmament and the 

encouraging responses from the president of the Soviet Union, Mr. Mikhail 

Gorbachev. Tbese efforts are laudable and quite significant in terms of 

maintaining the momentum generated by the conclusion of the Treaty on the 

Elimination of Intermediate-Benge and Shorter-Range Missiles. 

These efforts notwithstanding. it remains Zembia's firm view that real 

efforts should continue to be made towards the realisation of the goal of 

general and complete disarmament. To achieve this noble goal, the United 

Nations must work tirelessly towards a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty. 

Zambia welcomes the decisions by the Governments of China and France to 

become parties to the non-proliferation Treaty. My Government has also 

decided to become a party to that Treaty and the instruments of accession have 

already been deposited with the depositary Governments. 

My delegation is gratified by the progress achieved thus far in the 

peaceful settlement of a number of regional conflicts with the active 

involvement of the United Nations It is our sincere hope that this momentum 

will be accelerated towards the resolution of conflkts in Cambodia, Cyprus, 

El Salvador and Western Sahara. We appeal to the parties to the conflicts to 

cooperate with the Secretary-General and ensure the implementation of the 

relevant resolutions. 

Concerning Afghanistan, we welcome the recent agreement between the 

Soviet Union and the United States to cease the supply of arms to the parties 

to the conflict. We urge the Afghan people to enter into negotiations among 

themselves in order to bring peace and stability to their country. 

With regard to Cuba. ve strongly support the proposal by the President of 

Venezuela, Mr. Carlos Andres Peres, urging the Government of the United States 
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of America to lift the economic embargo against that country, which haa been 

in effect for more than 30 years. It is our view that this proposal reflects 

the prevailing international political and security climate. 

In Yugoslavia we urge the European Cormsunity to persevere in its efforts 

to bring an isunediate end to the armed hostilities in that country, which have 

already taken a heavy toll in both lives and property. 

The situation in the Middle East continues to be of great concern to the 

entire world. We in Zambia continue to believe that there can be no lasting 

solution to the situation in the Middle East until the question of Palestine 

is justly addressed in t.erms of Security Council resolutions 242 (1969) and 

33R (19’13) and other relevant United Nations resolutions and decisions. 

We continue to support the call for the convening of an international 

conference on the Middle East involving all parties, including the Palestine 

Liberation Organization. We consider the continuing construction of new 

settlements in the occupied territories as an obstacle to peace and we call or) 

Israel to desist from this untenable practice. 

With regard to Liberia, we continue to suport the sincere efforts under 

way to restore peace and stability in that country. In this regard, we urge 

the international community to provide generous humanitarian assistance to the 

people of Liberia. 

The situation in southern Africa remains a source of serious concern to 

us in the region. 

In South Africa, despite some progress made so far, much still remains t.o 

be done to realize the objectives of the United Nations Declaration on 

Apartheid and its Destruct ive Consequences in Southern Africa. Thus, the 
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system of apartheid still remaina intact. To date no negotiations between the 

regime and the representatives of the oppressed people leading to the adoption 

of a non-racial and democratic constitution have taken place. This is the 

most urgent and pressing issue to be addressed. 

A climate conducive to such negotiations is yet to be created. In this 

regard we note with great concern that several hundreds of known political 

prisoners are still being held in contravention of the IJnited Nations 

Declaration. Furthermore, the recent confirmation by the South African regime 

of its collusion with, and funding of, the Inkatha Freedom Party casts serious 

doubts on-its declared commitment and intentions to negotiate in good faith 

towards the dismantling of the apartheid system. In view of these 

developments, there is still a neel; to maintain international pressure in 

order to encourage the regime to work genuinely towards the negotiation and 

adoption of a new constitution. 



JP/fc A/46/PV.29 
11 

(l!.uWnonani. 

My delegation welcomer the recent agtmemoat between the Government of 

Angola and UNITA. We express our sincere hope that this development will lead 

to the restoration of peace, stability and unity in that friendly neighbouring 

country. 

With regard to Moaambique, however, despite the Government’s good 

intentions to engage in negotiations with RtNAMO in good faith in order Lo 

bring peace to that country, RKNAMO has continued its acts of violence against 

the population and government installations. We hope that RENAMO will soon 

realire that ac opportunity now exists for peace in that cruntry so that the 

Morambican people as a whole can uaefully exert their efforts towards economic 

development. We appeal to al: those who have leverage over RENAMO to urge it 

to show a sense of seriousness of purpose in the negotiations. 

The prevailing international economic situation remains precarious for 

most developing countries. As a con8equenc0, there is a marked deterioration 

in ataadardu of living and the human condition in the majority of countries. 

It is the view of my delegation that this unfavourable situation will persist 

in the absence of sincere efforts to establish a new international economic 

order, an order based on democracy, justice, equity, equality and fair play in 

international economic relations. 

The democratizatiou of international economic relations has now become 

more imperative in view of the rapid political changes taking place in the 

world today. It is evident from the dramatic changes in the world that there 

is a universal desire for the institution of democracy, including protection 

and promotion of human rights. This universal d mire must effect sound 

management of the environment and distribution of I VIP world’s scarce resources 

and ensure equitnhle participation in international economic decision-making. 
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The field of international ocononic rolotionr ie beset with numerous and 

complex global problemr. 

Piret and foremost are the twin problenr of development and the 

environment. The current negotiationa for international instruments and 

agreements to facilitate sustainable development are, indeed, a challenge of 

unparalleled importance. 

The obligation to cooperate, an important message of the Brundtland 

Report, ir being put to the ultimate test. Official and individual behaviour 

is being called upon to rirc above relf-intarest and policies of a bygone 

era. Thus we must all lend our eupport to an early, equitable and 

satisfactory solution of the problems of the environment and development. 

The present conditions of both the environment and development are 

untenable. This is clearly recoanired in the present state of preparations 

for the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, be it in the 

climate change and biodiversity negotiations or in the Preparatory Committee 

itself. 

My delegation wishes to underline the need to comply with the obligation 

to cooperate. The international community must not settle for the lowest 

cormnon denominator - preserving the world’s forest8 - without initiating 

changes in unsustainable patterns of production and consunption and while 

avoiding answering the legitimate questions of developing countries on new and 

additional financial resources and non-commercial access to environmentally 

sound technologies. 

For the Conference on Environment and Development to be suc~sssful the 

remaining phase of the preparatory process must involve enhanced affsrts to 

agree on an ambitious, wide-ranging package that meets ths challenges of 

sustainable development. Time is of the essence. 
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Another major problem berotting the world oconony is the external debt of 

the developing countries. The problem still cells for a comprehensive. 

sstiefactory solution to be found urgently. It is disappointing that 

legitimate cnlls for meaningful debt reduction have received countercalls for 

repeated reschedulings. Reschedulinga are at best stopgap measures. 

The interaational community must conrnit itself to addreasfng the isauas 

surrounding the external debt problem of developing countries. By uo doing, 

we shall be in a better position to shape the agenda that would lay the 

groundwork for the emergence of conditions of real growth and sustainable 

development io developing countries. For nobody can realistically expect the 

developing countries to enhance their savings potential when they h&tie 

continuously to transfer their scarce financial resources to developed 

countries. Nor should the dynamism of the international financial system also 

be dependent on net transfers of financial resources from the developing 

countries. In its present configuration, the external debt of developing 

countries discourages initiative and achievement and breeds instead a sense of 

misfortune and frustration. 

It is all very clear now that, in order to be sustained, the provailing 

wave of political liberalization needs to be firmly SK qred on universal 

economic liberalization. It is therefore disquieting to sec. some parts of the 

world, including developing countries, liberalize their economies on an 

unprecedented 6cale while some parts are firmly entrenched in impenetrahle 

protectionism. IS it not an anomaly that those who preach free markets and 

win mtonverte in the process should continue to fetter their markets? 
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The 8uccoem of the Vruquay Round of multilateral trade negotiations 

depend8 on a meeting of mindr on universal economic liberalisation. This 

calla for urgent and meaningful concssriona by developed countrierr, especially 

in the key aream of market access, agriculture, rervicer and intellectual 

property all taken toqether. 

The question of reform of the global financial and monetary inrtitutions, 

notably the International Monetary Fuud aad World Bank, ia as valid today a8 

when it was first raised. Very few people doubt that the Bretton Woods 

institutions have simply been marginalised. Even those institutions feel the 

challenge to their relevance. 

In addition, the stringent conditions attached to structural adjustment 

programnes championed by these institutions are unsustainable, particularly 

for many of our weak, vulnerable and dependent economies. Therefore, there is 

need for substantial reflection by these institutions on the curreut design 

and implementation of their structural adjustment programme. 
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Another arcta requiring urgent attention is the structure and process Of 

decision-making in the Bretton Woods institutioks. In thPs regard we vIeI 

with concern the fact that the Group of 7 has arrogated to itself some of the 

critical powers of these institutions on the governance of the world economX 

and, to some extent, some issues on the United Nations agenda. This has been 

done to the detriment of the developing countries. 

it is thus imperative that the Group of 7 should effectively address 

itself to the serious problem of relevance facing the International Monetary 

Fund and the World Bank as veil as the wider question of democratic governance 

of tbe world economy. At the same time, it is incumbent upon the United 

Nations, in the spirit of enhancing multilateralism, seriously to address both 

these questions, which directly affect the effectiveness of these 

institutions, in terms of the delivery of their services. 

Let me take this auspicious occasion to reiterate my country's article of 

faith in the principles and purposes of the United Nations. Clearly, more 

than ever before, the United Nations remains the only institution through 

which multilateral dialogue can take place in a truly democratic manner. We 

must, therefore, work towards strengthening the Organisation politically and 

financially in order to make it more responsive to the needs of its Members. 

As we talk of collective security, which encompasses political, economic, 

environmental and human rights dimensions, among others, the quest for shared 

leadership and mutual responsibility becomes all the more imperative. These 

can be realised only through the United Nations. 

Mr. BEBENGEB (Mauritius): Mr. President, it is indeed a pleasure 

for me to associate myself with previous speakers in congratulating you on 

yo*ut election to the high office of tbe presidency of the forty-sixth session 

of the General Assembly. Your election is a tribute not only to you but also 
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to your great country, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabla, whose role in world 

affair9 is crucial, especially in the region from which you hail. Your 

saaumptir>n of office come6 at Y time when our Organisation ir poised to 9aIn a 

greater say in the management of wrld affnire. I rhould like at the outaet 

to sap that my country subscribes unrerervedly to the view that the United 

r-tions should anoume b-oader responsibilities in global governance and must 

be given the financial, legal and political ~CI~~II to do so. We are confident. 

that with your long political experience and extsnrive diplomatic skills you 

will provide welcome guidance and leadership to our deliberations in a porion 

of global changes, which, however, remain fraught with uncertainties. 

Your predecessor, Mr. de Marco of the island State of Malta, deaarves OUI 

unreserved admiration and appreciation for the effective and wise manner in 

which he steered the United Nation8 General Assembly through a trying period. 

His contribution towards the strengthening of the Organisation is highly 

comnendable. During his term of office his initiatives in bringing the 

process of revitaliration of the economic sector of the Organization to the 

forefront created a timely momentum for reform in an era when the United 

Nations is enjoying regained prestige. 

T should also like to extend our warmest welcome and felicitations to the 

Governments and peoples of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the 

Republic of Korea, the Federated States of Micronesia, the Marshall Inlands 

and the Dnltic States of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania on their accession to 

membership of the Unit-cd Nations. 

Permit me here to say a special word in respect of the two Koreas Tllf? 

path to the seats they proudly occupy in this family of Nations has heen long, 

arduou? i~rid often trying hut !:i;ey ilnve found ;t. possible to look far beyond 
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and to xt in accordance with the changinq pattora of tho time8. Let me 

formulato the fervent wioh of my Government and of the people of Mauritius to 

see them united, in tho not too dirtant future, in accordance witt the uish of 

their peoples. 

If out Organisation is held in renewed respect today, it is in great part 

due to tho ceaseless efforts of the Secretary-General, 

Mt. Javiat Pores de Cuollat, who, during the final tenso years of the cold-war 

eta, managed to keep vital ,hannels of cossnunication open in many areas of 

conflict and confrontation. As Ht. Perer de Cuellat arrives at the end of his 

second term we wish to tell him how grateful we all are for the excellent 

manner in which he has discharged his not always gratifying duties during his 

term of office. We wish him well in his future endeavours. 

As we become engaged in the task of selecting the tight man to str;p tu 

the helm of the Organioation, it would perhaps be proper to remind ourselves 

that outs is a new era and that the first few steps therein have already been 

taken. The new Secretary-renetal will therefore have to tackle a different 

agenda and face new challenges as we move closer to the twenty-first century. 

At a time when one of the major concerns of mankind is to bridge the gap 

bet.ween the rich North and the poor South, it is fitting that the new 

Secretary-General should be a personality of the South and indeed from the 

African continent. It would perhaps have been mote judicious for our 

continent to present one candidate but let us say that the multitude of 

candidates it has presented is an indication of the winds of change that have 

of late been blowing across the world. Be that as it may, the Organization 

deserves the best, for the challenqes ahead are daunting and vi11 require from 

our choice an elevated degree of excellence. 
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me attributes of the Secretary-Goners1 ~111 reguiro our attention. In 

of feet, the present international context rhould enable the Secretary-General 

to a~)~ume greater autonomy and authority on any matter which nay constitute a 

threat to the maintenance of international peace and security. Ae should be 

allowed to play a more active role in cririe-monitoring and preventive 

diplomacy, with the support and cooperation of the Security Council in 

accordance with Article 99 of the Charter, and thur enhance the effectiveness 

of the United Nations in dealing with international security problems and 

threats to peace, whether by mediation, enforcement meaaure8 or peace-keeping 

operations. 

At the came time, judicious action is required to set in motion a reform 

progranwne for the Organization. Besides the support which the reform should 

provide for the expanding nature of the Secretariat’s activities, the changes 

should also be such as to satisfy the aspirations of all Uember States and be 

representative of their interests, particularly at the level of the Security 

Council. 

The changing pattern of our times demands that such a reform be 

undertaken to consolidate the essential role of the United Nations in 

internat.ional issues, in the same way as the Non-Aligned Movement is 

readjusting itself to better address the challenges that face the world 

today. Its importance is crucial. 
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Foremost among those challenges, in the view of my delegation, is the one 

issue on which global peace and security hinge - disarmament - an issue which, 

until very recently, some had the tendency to relegate to a lesser priority. 

However, like others who have preceded me in this Assembly, I hold the view 

that disarmament should continue to occupy the forefront of our concerns and 

not be pushed to a back-seat position. Disarmament is not an easy objective, 

but it is one that demands reinvigorated attention, one that calls for new 

thinking and fr%sh initiatives. like indeed those we have had the immense 

pleasure in witnessing these past few days. 

Here I would like to pay special tribute to the Plan of Action proposed 

by the late and sorely missed Bajiv Gandhi to the Third United Nations Special 

Session on Disarmament in June 1988, advocating a calendar of actions that 

would have culminated in the elimination of all nuclear weapons in 22 years 

frois then, that is, effectively in the year 2010. 

I should also like to recall the fillip given to the process of 

disarmament by President Mitterrand last June, when he rightly stressed in his 

plan for global disarmament the need for new thinking regarding the 

nuclear-weapons board in response to the events overrunning the world. His 

call then for the formulation of new rules to guarantee global security should 

not be left unheeded. 

A& then, in these last few days, this issue has been given a breath of 

fresh air by the courageous and highly commendable announcement by 

President Bush. Bis initiatives to reduce the nuclear weaponry of the United 

States are built on a new defence strategy that, as he himself put it, shifts 

the focus of the United States away from the prospect of global 

confrontation. No sooner had this significant and most positive stride been 
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made than it uas matched by an equally formidable announcement made by 

President Gorbachev last week-end, which clearly Uawmstrated that a 

turning-point in the peace process had been reached. With this good newa for 

the whole world, as President Bush put it, we fervently hope that in the days 

to come further events will confirm that a disarmament race is now on. These 

announcements, coming so soon after the recent historic, although limited, 

START agreement has indeed rekitdled the flame of hope in one aad all, and 

this is why we insist that the disarmament issue slboold continue to occupy a 

prominent place on our agenda. 

Mare than anything else, three recent events this year had helped to 

strengthen my conviction in this regard even before president Bush and 

President Gorbachev had made their initiatives known to the world. 

Pirstly, never since the Second World War has the threat of regional 

nuclear conflagration been so much in the realm of reality as during the Gulf 

var. At that time, we learned in a very matter-of-fact manner that nuclear 

warheads from cruise missiles that had been off-loaded at Clark air base in 

the Philippines had to be shipped out through Subic Bay naval base in all 

urgency as Uount Pinatubo erupted violently, and not only sounded the 

death-knell for the air base. but also made a nuclear accident more than a 

remote possibility. 

And, even more recently, during the unfurling of the dramatic and tense 

events in the Soviet Union, when a group of ill-advised persons tried to halt 

and indeed reverse the march of history, doubt was expressed as to whether 

control over the Soviet nuclear weaponry was still in the rightful hands. 

International peace and stability appeared to rest with a group of 

adventurers, as President Gorbachev and President Yeltsin of Russia termed the 

Perpetrators of the failed coup attempt in the Soviet Union. 
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Clearly, the world needs to be reassured that it can lead its God-given 

life fully and not be held to ransom by posrible man-made disamtern. And that 

is why, while we welcome most heartily President Hitterrand’s call for a 

meeting of the four nuclear Powers that have a presence in Europe, we believe 

it is equally important that the nuclear arms reduction talks should involve, 

ao soon as possible, all five permanent members of the Security Council, and 

that they fix as their goal complete nuclear disarmament. That goal is indeed 

already provided for in the preambles to both the 1963 partial test ban Treaty 

and the 1970 nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). 

In the same breath, let us commit ourselves not to take the nuclear arms 

race into outer space. Already, we shudder at the mere thought of so many 

nuclear warheads dispersed across our planet. Let UR therefore contain 

ourselves and not export into space what we pride ourselves in calling our 

mastery of scientific technology, but which can as well be described as our 

propensity to self-destruction. 

While on the subject of disarmament, may I refer again to that moat 

important pillar of the present nuclear non-proliferation regime, the NPT, 

which wil! come up for renewal in 1995. My delegation takes great 

satisfaction in the knowledge that at long larit both France and China have 

declared their intention to accede to the Treaty, and we commend them for this 

commitment, the more ao as France stated in this very forum only a few day:3 

ago that it will deposit the necessary instrument of adhesirjn before this year 

is out.* 

* Mr. Ghezal (Tunisia), Vice-President, took the Chair. 
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Nearer Mauritius, South Africa, Tanzania and Zambia have already acceded 

to the Treaty. But then, our concerns aver the loophole5 in the Treaty have 

been further accentuated by the evidence brought to light recently in Iraq, 

confirming the fact that certain countries continue to contravene *heir treaty 

and safeguards obligations in order to embark on a hidden agenda of nuclear 

activities. My appeal is that we should all strive hard to plug all loopholes 

and to give the Treaty the non-discriminatory universality it calls for. To 

that end, the Assembly will recall that Mauritius has proposed, together with 

Egypt, an informal dialogue between the States parties and the States not 

parties to the NPT before it comes up for renewal in 1995. We should, 

however, like to appeal urgently to set the ball in motion as of now. We 

cannot afford to waste any time. 

Impassioned as we are with the objective of complete nuclear disarmament, 

my country, Mauritius, has also proposed a South-West Indian Ocean and 

Southern Africa Nuclear-Free-Zone Treaty along the lines of the 1985 South 

Pacific Nuclear-Free-Zone Treaty. Already, we have obtained the full support 

of some of the countries directly involved in tbe area identified, among which 

I should like to mention Zimbabwe, Madagascar, Seychelles and the Comoros. 

Mauritius looks forward to discussing this proposal soon with post-apartheid 

South Africa. While the declaration of nuclear-free-zones Per se is no 

universal panacea to the ills that are engendered by nuclear neapons. it is 

our firm belief that such momentum in the creation of these zones around the 

world, for example, in the Middle East, in our region and in the Korean 

peninsula, is conducive to global security, which remains our ultimate goal. 

As regards chemical weapons , my delegation supports the views already 

exPressed here to the effect that every effort should be undertaken to meet 
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the target date of 1992 for the complotioa of a comprehensive chemical weapons 

treaty. In this context, I should like to endorse Auntralia’a proposal for e 

meeting of the Geneva Conference on Dimarmament at the ministerial level so a8 

to resolve outstanding issues and provide the impetus required for the 

neqotiations. 

I should also like to welcome the positive conclusions reached a few days 

ago in Geneva at the Third Review Conference of the Biological Weapons 

Convention. Such conclusive actions augur well for the future. 

?inally, one last item on this issue that calls for our attention is the 

stockpiling and production of conventional wsapons. Mauritius endorses the 

call for a register of sales of arms to be kept at the United Nations. 

While we also subscribe to the call that the developing countries should 

reduce military budget8 as appropriate, it is equally my strong view that the 

major arms-producing and developed countries should restrain their weapons 

production and likewise reduce their military spending. The peace dividen3 

will increase and, on both counts, it will mean a release of funds and 

resources that can thus be channelled towards the economic and social 

well-being of those in need around the world. 
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Secondly, the new order rhould address the problem of the economic nnd 

social development of all countries. It t.herafore becomes impsrst.fve to 

address the glaringly visible gap between the North and the South, reflecting 

affluence on one hand and abject poverty and deprivation on the other. 

A fundamental qosl of the United Nations is to bring about the peaceful 

resolution of conflicts. Its efforts in that regard were long encumbered by 

the cold war. which more often than not fnnned the flames of war in various 

regions. The conflicts in those reqions made it attractive for massive 

quantities of sophisticated weapons to be transferred, by all camps, to 

fragile States and areas of tension in the third world. Arms transfers became 

lucrative business for the developed countries which have the technology and 

resources to produce weapons. The readiness of the developed countries to 

provide developing countries with armaments contrasts very sharply with their 

response to similar requests for the transfer of financial resources and 

technology for the purpose of development. It is our hope that, in the light 

of recent developments, that trend will be reversed and that our appeals for 

economic transformation will be responded to with vigour and imagination. 

Mar.y spaakers have supported the proposal for a register of international 

transfers of conventional veapons. That proposal is appealing. In our view, 

for such a register to be meaningful it must be balanced and transparent. It 

must also cover the producer countries and provide a country-by-country 

inventory of all armaments produced, stockpiled or transferred. Furthermore, 

transparency should encompass information on state-of-the-art technology in 

the military field, as this would engender confidence and alleviate the fear 

of surprises. It should also be possible to set up an i rtspcct ion metrhani srri 

for verification of such a register-. 
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I need not repeat that my country’s concerns for the preservation of the 

environment encompass the absolute necessity of ensuring that nothing is done 

that will continue to bring about the ecological deterioration of our coastal 

areas and our oceans, which provide a means of livelihood to millions of 

people across tha world. Indeed. we should show no mercy to those who 

:rreaponsibly and deliberately pollute our planet on land, at sea or in space. 

We have witnessed that collective action in many fields bears positive 

results, no matter how tough the problema may appear. Similsrly, on the 

economic front, it is my country's firm belief that concerted action between 

the North and the South is imperative if the developing South can ever aspire 

to emerge from the economic morass in which it has been struggling for ever so 

long. For let us not forget that economic stability is also a fundament.11 

prerequisite of global security. The debt-ridden countriss need to be given 

more than a breathing space. Yet again, some new thinking will have to 90 

into how bast to bridge the gap between the rich North and the poor South, 

When one talks of debt, the main focus of attention automatically turns 

to Africa. The plight of millions of our brothers and sisters on that 

continent can be described as one of 9loom if not yet of doom. The 

breakthrough in food production that was expected during the 1980s has eluded 

Africa. Population has continued to grow despite some courageous attempts at 

initiating population control programmes and at sensitising African public 

opinion to the burden an unbridled population growth imposes on the economy. 

The United Nations Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and 

Development has not lived up to expectations. The 1980s have indeed been a 

lost~ decade for Africa. 



JB/6 W461PV.29 
26 

@k. Berenaer, Mauritiuq) 

What then needs to be done? Or. to look at it from another angle, has 

everything that needs to be done been done? Is it sufficient for us to 

participate in conferences and seminars and go back home happy to have made a 

resounding speech or indeed content with the fact that we have placed the 

blame for our problems squarely at the feet of others? Indeed no. Our 

intentions and pronouncements need to be translated into concrete action. We 

owe it to future generations to leave behind a world free from want, a world 

free from disease, a world where peace, liberty, social justice and econamic 

well-being will be the basic ingredients of life. 

I believe that it is within our grasp to achieve this kind of world. All 

we need to do is to look to ourselves and start by taking thhs bold steps that 

the circumstances dictate. While the rich North should act beyond its present 

conmritment to alleviate the burden of the South, the developing countries 

should start by cleaning their doorsteps and putting their houses in order. 

Economic waste and corruption need to be eradicated. Debtor States need to 

have the courage to implement economic reforms and to strive for the most 

efficient management of their resources. My country believes that, in this 

respect as well, the United Nations can play a fundamental role in harnessing 

all the ideas and possibilities that abound for improving the situation. 

On the political front, the innovative operations pioneered over a year 

ago during the elections in Namibia have set the pace for United Nations 

involvement in other parts of the globe. The United Nations has made positive 

contributions, particularly in Central America, Afghanistan and Cambodia. It 

is now engagesl in preparing a referendum in Western Sahara, uhere Mauritius, 

along with other Member States, is honoured to have been given the opportunity 

to serve the cause of peace and democracy. Mauritius will not hesitate to 
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condemn any attempt to forestall the implementation of the United Nations plan 

of action for Western Sahara. 

Talking of democracy brings me to the fact that we in Mauritius, less 

than a month ago, went to the polls for the fifth time since our independence 

in 1968. If  I venture to mention this here, it is to emphasise how we in 

Mauritius are firm believers in the process of democracy, a system the 

shortcomings of which are negligible in the face of the multifarious 

advantages it brings to the people in the conduct of State affairs and indeed 

in the economic well-being of our nation globally. We are staunch proponents 

of the philosophy that there is no meaningful and fruitful development without 

democracy. And I would like to make so bold as to appeal to those of our 

sister nations which are still hesitant about the democratic adventure not to 

resist the thrust of history but rather to give it a try and enjoy its 

thrills. The system has worked marvellously well in my country and 

elsewhere. There is no reason why it should not bear the same fruits 

universally. With it comes the added dividend of peace. 

The end of the cold war has created new opportunities for the resolution 

of conflicts in which the United Nations will be associated in one way or 

another. We are pleased to see that Cambodia has resumed its seat in the 

General Assembly and that one of the long-standing regional conflicts may 

soon, we hope, be resolved under the aegis of the United Nations. 

With this trend of successes, it is but highly desirable that our 

Organisation be allowed to play its rightful role in the Middle East peace 

process. I have no doubt in my mind that the United Nations will play a 

catalytic role in bringing about a just and peaceful solution to the area and 

thus, on the one hand, alleviate the plight of the Palestinian people, and on 

the other resolve the security problems of the region. 
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I must conxxend here the untiring and ceaseless efforts being deployed by 

the IJnited States to bring all partiea concerned to the conference table. The 

position of Mauritius ia very clear. We recognise the right of Israel to 

exist within secure houndaries just aa we uphold the struggle of the 

Palestinians for a State of their own. In this regard we have noted with 

satisfaction the decision of the Palestinian National Council for effective 

Palestinian participation in the peace process. Genuine Palestinian 

representation in this process cannot but be conclusive. In keeping with the 

evolution of the situation, Mauritius is prepared to go along with a move to 

rescind resolution 3379 (XXX) equating Zionism with racism on the strict 

understanding that the Palestinian people’s right to statehood be recognised 

and that. Arab lands are not “up for grabs” in the name of any expansionist 

ideology. It will indeed be to the credit of the leaders of the region to sit 

at the conference table alongside the other interested parties and the United 

Nations and to remove from the international agenda the major remaining area 

of tension and conflict. 

Similarly, my delegation will continue to support all moves by our 

Organixation aimed at finding an equitable solution to the Cyprus issue in 

strict respect of its sovereignty. 
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The issue of sovereignty brings me to the fact that Mauritius is itself 

still struggling to regain its sovereignty over the Chagos Archipelago, a 

cause which I believe should be supported by the Assembly in its entirety, 

considering the stand takes by the uorld community in the recent Gulf Crisis 

on, precisely, an issue of sovereignty. With the advent of the new era to 

which I have already referred, it should be possible for the past colonial 

Power to come to terms with the present situation and acknowledge the 

sovereignty of Mauritius over the Chagos Archipelago. It is also the fervent 

wish of my Government that nothing should be done by any party concerned to 

aggravate this issue any further , especially as concerns the extension of 

territczial waters. 

At the same time, let me reiterate the faith of my Government in the 

efforts being made by the Ad Hoc Connnittee on the Indian Ocean for the 

convening of a United Nations Conference on the Indian Ocean as a Zone of 

Peace. In this respect my delegation would like to place on record its deep 

appreciation for the selfless dedication and untiring determination of the 

Permanent Representative of Sri Lanka. The prominent role played by this 

sister-island State in such a laudable venture is all the more appreciated 

considering that it is itself caught in an unfortunate web of violence which 

continues to take its toll of humrq lives in the conflict involving the Temil 

minority. My Government hopes that a peaceful political solution to the 

problem will be found very soon. 

Wearer us, in South Africa, Mauritius welcomes the recent peace accord 

signed by the De Klerk Government, the African National Congress of South 

Africa (AK), Inkatha and others to curb violence in the country. In effect, 
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we see this move as a major step forward towards an end to the ongoing 

violence thereby creating the right conditions for the ultimate eradication of 

apartheid. Mauritius expects President de Klerk to do everything possible to 

stop this violence and ensure the impartiality of the security forces 

I should like to stress that the major event we in Mauritius expect to 

take place shortly in South Africa is the multiparty Conference which will 

pave the way for a post-apartheid constitution. Mauritius will establish full 

diplomatic relations with South Africa once a post-apartheid constitution will 

have been adopted, and we believe that this should be sooner rather than later. 

But is it not a paradox that at a time when apartheid is being dismantled 

at one end of the world, a constitution with racist attributes unfortunately 

continues to prevail in Fiji? Mauritius has no intention to interfere in the 

internal affairs of any State and it is not in our hcabit to do so. However, 

at the risk of sounding self-praising, let me say that Mauritius is a 

multiracial country where everyone has his rightful place under the sun and 

where everyone enjoys his civic rights indiscriminately. This harmony works 

wonders for our prosperity. We believe the same could be achieved in Fiji and 

we would therefore like to appeal to our brothers there to redress the 

situation by amending the present Constitution as required and in a manner 

that would no longer warrant the boycott by any political force of general 

elections. Fiji, this otherwise gem of au island in the Pacific, owes it to 

itself and to its image to rectify its path and make it possible for us to 

welcome Fiji anew and with open arms in such forums as the Commonwealth. 

There still remain, across the world, quite a few pockets of 'ension and 

conflicts. It is the hope of Mauritius that peace will be brought to bear in 
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such places as Moaambique, with which Mauritius so proudly has blood 

relations. and the countries in the Horn of Africa, so that resources, both 

human and material, could be fully geared towards their economic advancement. 

I cannot close this chapter without adding the voice of Mauritius to 

those who have condemned in the strongest possible terms, the couu d’&a+ 

perpetrated by the army in Haiti and appealing to those responsible to restore 

the country to its legitimate rulers. 

In all the political issues I have just mentioned. an active role can be 

perceived for the United Nations. Some would dispute such a view but since 

our Organization is being called upon to assume greater importance in a 

changing international environment and an increasingly interdependent world, 

the extent of its new role should be reassessed, inasmuch as we are prepared 

to challenge the established doctrines of power politics - which have dictated 

so far how global affairs were regulated - and consider a more appropriate 

framework for relations among nations. 

Recent. events in the Gulf have demonstrated that the United Xations 

remains the optimal recourse for restoring stability and peace. If  indeed the 

end of the Cold War has brouyht about new identity of views and interests 

between major Powers, thus removing the greatest obstacles to global 

cooperation, then the ability of the United Nations to promote peace and 

security through collective measures should be strengthened. 

The stage has been set for such a course of action to be taken. I believe 

that time is of the essence and we should act accordingly. 

Mr. KAMIKAMICA (Fiji): On behalf of the delegation of the Republic 

of Fiji, I should like to congratulate Ambassador Samir Shihabi on his 

election to the presidency cf the General Assembly at its forty-sixth 

session. We are confident that his long experience and well-known diplomatic 
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skills will ensure a successful outcome to this important session. Following 

the momentous events in the Middle East, Eastern Europe and elsewhere over the 

past year, there is a need for healing and reconciliation as never Before, a 

role for which he is eminently qualified. In his important responsibilities, 

my delegation pledges him our full support and cooperation. 

His Excellency, Mr. Guide de Marco, deserves our thanks and appreciation 

for the dynamic manner in which he guided the work of the last session. He 

demonstrated untiring patience and thoroughness in seeking new methods to 

rationalise and reform the Organization. IYe trust that the momentum of his 

work will be carried forward. We take this opportunity to wish him all 

success in the new role which his nation, Malta, will assign to him in the 

future. 

This year brings to an end the tenure in office of 

Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar. My delegation joins others in 

congratulating kim on a job well done and extends the support of Fiji to his 

successor. 

I should like to extend a warm and cordial welcome to all seven new 

Members of the Organixation and especially the two from the Pacific - the 

Federated States of Micronesia and the Republic of the Marsball Islands. 

Having participated actively in tkeir decolonisation process, my delegation is 

gratified at this final expression of their coming of age. 

It is a matter of great pleasure for us to join others in seeing both the 

Koreas as Members of the Organisation. Their entry highlights the values 

which have come increasingly to dominate world thinking - dialogue, 

cooperation and accommodation. This trend is most encouraging and we urge all 

nations in conflict to use these attributes in place of armed conflict. 
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The dramatic changer in the Soviet Union and Baetern Europe have at last 

enabled A half-century-old wrong to be righted. W* congratulate Estonia. 

LAtViA and Lithuania on the L)uCceBA of their cOUrAgeOU0 IltrUgglO for 

self-determination and for their admittance to membership of the United 

NAtiOnB. 

The International Decade for the 8rAdicAtion of Colonialian iA the final 

countdown during which we hope to see efforts focused on the Achieving of 

self-determination by the remaining 18 Non-Self-Governing Territories. The 

people of those Territories must exercise their inalienable right to choose 

their futures free from any outside interference. We must honour their 

choice, be it independence, integration, free association OS any other 

Acceptable outcome of a legitimate act of self-determination. Fiji 

particularly looks forward to the results of the 1998 referendum tn New 

Caledonia And will pay close attention to all preparatory acts that lead up to 

that event. This includes close monitoring of the actual progress of the 

various phases of the progrAmme of action agreed to be undertaken under the 

Matignon Accords. 

The events of last August in the Soviet Union seat out waves of 

trepidation to the four corners of the globe. We were heartened to see the 

success of the forces for greater freedom and transparency. We join others in 

expressing the hope that glasnost and perestroika will go from strength to 

strength. 

The political developments in South Africa can, we trust, be built upon 

and accelerated to dismantle apartheid and Allow all the people to have an 

equal tray in the running of their yoverrunent in their homeland. We commend 

the members of the Afric,btr National Congress for their patience and fortitude 
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throughout the yeara and look forward to the day when their dreams and 

aspirations will become a reality. 

The enormous Loll on human suffering and material devastation cauoed by 

the Gulf War Is a severe indictment on thoao who precipitated the crisis. 

Such conflicts have no place in this day and age. Today, effort.8 to al1evint.e 

the suffering and reconstruction are being hampered by the non-cooperative 

stsnce of certain nations. 

It is our hope that the final outcome will take into account the needs of 

everyone, including those of the long-suffering Kurds. The Gulf crisis has 

clearly demonstrated that the llnited Nations can respond speedily and 

effectively to any international conflict, but the process by which this 

responsibility ia exercised must be worked out vary carefully. 

A major security concern of small States was made manifest in the 

invasion of Kuwait. Size, economic well-being and geographical location have 

not deterred potential aggressors. However, thoae factors and political 

expediency have in the past dictated the way the international community has 

responded to such acts of aggression. Small island States are particularly 

vulnerable under these circumstances, where their isolation and a lack of 

economic and strategic value favours the aggressor. We therefore helieve that 

the response of the United Nations and the international community should not 

be slowed down or obscured by such factors. 

We welcome the proposed Middle East peace conference and the role of the 

United States in facilitating the promotion of iscussions on the 

long-outstanding problems [Ind finding solutions that can bl ing peace and 

stability to the region. We believe that all parties affected should 

participate and should address the two major issues of a homeland for the 
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Palestinian people and the recognition of the rights of all States, including 

Israel, to an existence safe from threats to their territorial integrity. 

We are much encouraged by the positive manner in which the Government of 

Lebanon has expanded its authority to regain sovereignty over all its 

territory. We call upon Lebanon's neighbours to assist it every step of the 

way to promote the establishment of a new order that can bring to an end the 

sad history of civil unrest and misery which for far too long has been passed 

off as intractable. We believe that all foreign military forces, including 

the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL). should have no reason to 

remain in the country and should withdraw when Lebanon assumes control of its 

own affairs end UNIFIL's mandate is seen by all the parties to have been 

fulfilled. 

UNIFIL is one of the 10 current peace-keeping operations that the 

Organisation has spread out across the globe. United Nations peace-keeping 

operations, which have played a major role in many areas of tension, are 

expanding their scope to include conflict resolution and the mounting of 

missions new to their tradZtiona1 agenda. The United Nations Mission for the 

Referendum in Western Sahara (MINUBSO), which was established to play a 

supervisory role, is one such operation, and the United Nations Transitional 

Authority in Cambodia (UNTAC) will break new ground. Notable among the 

Organisation's recent peace-keeping achievements is the success it has enjoyed 

in electoral assistance. The United Nations responses to requests from 

Nicaragua and Haiti have contributed enormously to the successful outcome of 

the electoral processes in those two countries. That experience, we believe, 

should be readily available to all Members on request, provided that the 

Governments making such requests have the backing of the majority of the 

population. 
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The gooa will and efforts of the Organization in peace-keeping emount to 

naught without reciprocal action by tbe host country to mirror efforts. We 

urge all parties to conflicts to demonstrate tbe good will necessary to 

produce g00a results. The success of such operations is also dependent to a 

large extent on the financial support of the Membera of the Organisation, whom 

we urge to ensure that their assessed contributions are paid in full and on 

time. !l'he UNIFIL cumulative assessed shortfall as of 31 July 1991 of 

$297.6 million is illustrative of the unsatisfactory manner in which these 

payments are being met and, as the Secretary-General has repeatedly pointed 

out, imposes an unfair burden on those supplying peace-keeping forces. 

While we appreciate the heavy burden of responsibilities tbe United 

Nations is asked to bear in all fields, we also wish to associate ourselves 

with those who believe thet the time has now come when the Organioation needs 

to examine more closely its current range and method of operations with a view 

to reducing duplication of work by its various organs and agencies. At a time 

when national governments are finding that operational funds and resources are 

becoming increasingly scarce, it is incumbent on the membership to see how the 

multifarious operations of tbe United Nations can be further rationalised. 

Important changes and economies have already been instituted by the 

Secretary-General, but these need strengthening and reinforcing so thal more 

resources are available at the operational level to make a real impact on the 

lives and welfare of those in need. 

Next year tbe Earth summit in Brazil brings to a culmination the 

considerable amount of effort being undertaken to harmonise human activity 

with the need to safeguard the environment. My country supports the excellent 

work being done in many countries on the conservation of the environment and 
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on sustainable development. Left unchecked, the ofrecta OK global warming 

would ha diaaatrous. The melting ice caps would cause sea levels to rise and 

many Pacific island nations could be wiped out completely. Climatic changes 

would also alter weather patterna and more floods and droughts will occur. 

Fiji looka iorwnrd to tangible and effective controls being agreed upon st the 

Enrth sun-unit ~1~1 that future generations con be protected before it is too late. 



BRSJjl A/46/PV. 29 
41 

(Mr. Kamikamica. Fiji) 

In our own way, environmental management programmes laave been started in 

Fiji. In order to ensure a continuous supply of timber and to help minimise 

the “greenhouse effect" our reforestation programme has been expanded. 

Introductory work on the better management of our watersheds is being 

undertaken. Environment impact studies are insisted upon for all major 

development projects to ensure that negative consequences are eliminated. The 

Brazil Conference and the ultimate "Agenda 21" will provide both the 

guidelines and the means for the future R which should be adhered to by all 

Of us. 

While no one can deny that the question of the environment is an issue 

that must concern everyone, we maintain that much of the degradation that is 

with us now is the result of excessive and uncontrolled practices of the 

industrialized nations, and they should bear the burden of overcoming this 

problem; and ways should also be found to compensate the developing countries 

when they are asked to surrender a source of their income because of some 

imposed boycott. 

Nevertheless, as charity begins at home, it is incumbent upon the 

developing countries to be vigilant and to ensure that in their quest for 

development they do not inadvertently overlook the environmental management 

aspects of their programmes. 

Limited natural land resources means that the major drive for the future 

economic development for Fiji and other Pacific island countries must come 

from our seas and oceans. The reefs and the near-shore resources in the 

heavily populated areas are already overfished. The tuna resources in our 

region are considered to be adequate to support the economic growth of the 

small islands for years to come, provided they are economically utilized by 

the people themselves. However, the widespread use of driftnet fishing has 
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caused cverfishing beyond maximum sustainable yields. We urge support for the 

proposed moratorium in all regions of the world on all large-scale driftnet 

fishing on the high seas by June 1992. 

We also continue to note with concern the ongoing attempts to convert our 

region into a dumping ground for toxic and hazardous wastes. The alarm 

sounded by the Pacific nations about the chemical destruction facility at 

Johnston Atoll elicited a commitment from the United States to keep us 

informed of its operations and to close the facility on completion of tbe 

destruction of weapons being transferred from Europe. We hope that this 

dialogue will continue and that the facilities are not used again once the 

present stockpiles are destroyed. 

This cooperation by a major Power gives us assurance that future talks on 

matters of mutual interest will receive attention. We must, however, also 

mention our disappointment at the continued nuclear tests in our region by 

France, despite repeated calls for them to stop. In this regard, we would 

like to echo the words of Mr. Bailey Olter, President of the Federated States 

of Micronesia and current Chairman of the South Pacific Forum, when, in 

addressing the Assembly on 26 September, he said: 

"We still await, however, a cessation of their testing of nuclear 

weapons in our region. As Forum Chairman, I cannot overstress the 

determination of all the members to persevere with . . . our efforts to 

reach the consciences of those who seem willing to visit the potentially 

devastating consequences of nuclear testing on faraway island people but 

are unwilling to carry out such activities within their own homelands." 

(AI46IPV.5. Do. 7 and 8-10) 
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Our concerns on this matter ase very real for a very good primary reason, 

which is: we live there. 

The recently announc8d initiative by President Bush further to reduce 

nuclear weapons represents a significant change in United States nuclear 

strategy. We commend his bold action and welcome the positive response by 

President Gorbachev. This should be emulated by all the nuclear Powers. 

Fiji went through a period of political turbulence in 1987 and an Interim 

Government was appointed and assigned to restore the economy and to formulate 

a new Constitution. The economy has been restored, and we acknowledge the 

support extended by many nations and international organisations. We have 

been able to find additional markets and make new trading arrangements. The 

economy has been deregulated, vith emphasis on exports. Tax-free zones were 

introduced, attracting substantial foreign investment. New industries were 

established, creating many new employment opportunities. More goods were 

produced and exported so trade revived. It is no exaggeration to say that the 

economy rebounded to record levels, thereby achieving the first objective. 

After lengthy and extensive consultations with all component groups 

throughout the country, a nev Constitution was promulgated on 25 July 1990. 

The redefinition of electoral boundaries has been completed. Registration of 

voters is progressing vell, with elections scheduled for March 1992. 

The last four years have been difficult for my country. No change is 

easy to accept: there vi11 be detractors and there will be those who wish to 

retain the old system. We have consistently stated that the solutions to our 

problems will have to be found from within. Outside interference and 

unsolicited advice do not help. We would like to thank our friends who have 

given us understanding and who have stood by us in our time of need. Rent 
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year a Govrrnmwnt olocted by the people rlll aeeume office to guide our 

affair8 and help UII embark on a nev chapter of our himtory. 

The uncertainties in the global economic environment create a great deal 

of concern to developing countrier. The80 couatrier need aemi8tance to 

develop their economic base8 and to find market8 for goods produced. They 

must export to proeper, but they meet numerous hurdlea in trying to gain 

accwes to markets in thw indurtrialised econoniwe. ion-tariff barriers remain 

a major impediment to freer trade. Subsidies paid by developed countries to 

their farmers seriously undermine the ability of developing countries to gain 

more lucrative and stable markets. Attempts by various groups during the 

Geceral Agreement on Tariffs and Trade negotiations to ease these subsidies 

have met with strong opposition. 

At the seme time, the continuing damage to the interests of countries 

caused by the failure of the multilateral system to deal effectively with the 

trade distorting impact of agricultural subsidies underlines the need for 

urgent reform. Despite repeated attempts to reduce support, transfers to 

agriculture by way of direct payments and consumer transfers to countries of 

the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development had increased by 

12 per cent in 1990 to $299 billion. The Uruguay Round must be brought to a 

substantive conclusion and provide a proper basis for a more liberalized 

international trading system. This liberalization, in itself, would assist 

greatiy in strengthening the economies of member countries. 

Closer to home, the island-developing lountries, of which Fiji is one and 

which are widely recognized as the most fragile and vulnerable of all the 

developing countries, continue to find themselves in a particularly difficult. 

position. There are over 20 islarld-devalopinq countries and territories in 



FJHfS/jl A/46/W.29 
45 

the Pacific subregion, scattered over an enormous geographical area. Most of 

them are small and some are tiny, both in their physical siae and in 

population, and natural disasters are frequent occurrences. Four are within 

the least developed country category. Their links to the outside world are 

few and poorly developedt these links are highly expensive to maintain. but 

without them they could not survive. They are heavily dependent on outside 

sources for the nupply of many essentials, having very few resources and 

negligible productive capacity themselves. 
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Reduction in developxaent assistance vi11 have serious economic 

repercussions for our island region, where many countries experience budget 

deficits. Al.though some have been able to reduce their deficLts, the attempts 

of others have been handicapped by natural disasters, notably hurricanes and 

cyclonea. If  assistance is reduced, these deficits might rise further. 

Moreover, unpredictability in future aid flows will hamper the region’s 

attempt to finance badly needed infrastructure development. This, in turn, 

might lead to a reduction of capital outlays and general economic decline. We 

hope that the cormnitment rnaflq by our traditional donors and various United 

Nations and non-governmental agencies will continue to help alleviate this 

decline so that these particularly disadvantaged countries can achieve a 

comfortable degree of economic self-sufficiency. 

The United Nations has now laid plans to prepare itself for the next 

centuryr the 1992 Earth suxxxit meeting, the decade to eradicate colonialism, 

and diversification of peace-keeping operations are but three significant 

items. All these will remain beacons to guide us for generations to come. 

They require the full support of everyone, to ensure their fulfilment. The 

United Nations remains the bastion of hope that its founders set it out to be, 

and Fiji remains committed to play whatever role the Organizati?n may call 

upon it to perform. 

Mr. SSEMOGERERR (Uganda): On behalf of the Ugandan delegation I 

wish to congratulate Ambassador Shihabi of Saudi Arabia on his election to the 

presidency of the General Assembly at its forty-sixth session. His e; 2~’ ion 

to that high office is a tribute to his personal qualities and a reflection of 

the high esteem in which his country, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, is held. 

He brings to the office a wealth of experience and diplomatic skill which will 

be useful as the Assembly grapples with the major issues before this sessioll. 
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1 ansure him of the full cooperstlon of the Ugandan delegation in t-ha 

discharge of his responsibilities. 

To his predecessor, Mr. Guide de Marco, Foreign Minirt.er of Malta, my 

delegation expresren its most sincere appreciation for the skill and dispatch 

with which he guided the deliberationa of the forty-fifth seanion. 

I wish to pay a well-deserved tribute to the Secretary-Goneral, 

Mr. Javier Peres de Cuallar, fat his exemplary service to the Organisation. 

For the decade he has been at its helm, the Orqaniration has faced qrent. 

chal lenqes, some of which brought into question its very relevance and 

viability. Because of his dedication, perseverance and insight, 

Secretary-General Perez de Cuellar, contributed substantially to the 

strengthening of this body and helped overcome many of those challenges. We 

are now all happy to note that the United Nations role aa a focal point for 

harmonising international actions, and as a repository for our collective 

efforts for peace, security and cooperation has been strenqthened. 

In Africa, we commend the Secretary-General for his untiring efforts and 

determination in helping to solve our problemat notably the critical economic 

situation in our region and the conflicts prevalent there. 

Thanks to the Secretary-General’s constant attention to our problems, 

Africa’s hope and confidence in the United Nations remain solid and show every 

sign of growing stronger. In turn, Africa would like to believe that the 

international community regards it as a serious partner, mature enough to be 

entrusted with greater responsibilities. Here, I ask to be allowed to stress 

that the current Chairman of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), 

Mr. Ibrahim Babanyida, President of the Republic of Nigeria, spoke for all of 

us when he urged that the Secur ity Council be rest.ructured and that serious 
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consideration be given to the election of an African to the pout of 

Secretary-General of the United #ations. 

Allow me to welcome the seven new Members to the United Nations. Uganda 

welcomes Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, which have just regained their 

independence . Since our independence, Uganda has had rriendly and diplomatic 

relations with both the Democratic People’r Republic of Korea and the Republic 

of Korea. We are therefore happy to see their joint admission to the United 

Nat ions. Together with the admissions of the Marshall Islands and Micronesia, 

the Organization has come closer to attaining its goal of universality. 

In the past year, we have all witnessed the momentous changes that have 

led to a fundamental tranformation in international relations. The 

far-reaching developments in Eastern Europe have altered the political and 

economic terrain in which we have been operating. Indeed, so changed is the 

landscape that the international community is grappling with the construction 

of a new world order which, we hope, will usher in an era of cooperation, 

rather than confrontation and free the world from the narrow confines of 

ideological bloc mindset. 

Underst.andably, there are great expectations as we look to the prospect 

of a new world order. The political and economic structures of many 

countries, and the nature of relations between countries, have evolved in ways 

that could not have been contemplated a few years ago. However, the 

prevailing sense of euphoria should not lull us into complacency. We still 

have a number of hurdles to cross. If  we are to seize the opportunities 

beckoning us on the horizon, the leaders of this generation need, for their 

part. to have-vision and a high degree of statesmanship. But they also need 

the attention and the support of the international community. 



The order to which we era arpiring c8n be viable only if it ia, and is 

meon to be, jurt and l quittilo. It can be jurt and l quitablo only if its 

architecture and ranaqmnt are l sfely eachored in the precepts of the 

Chsrtor. lirmt, the new order will be on a firr foundation If it promotes, LSLI 

the Chartor dictatom. fuadsrwntal hunan riqhtr and conform to the clear 

derire of nnnkind for peace, donocracy and the rule of law, both within and 

between nat iona. 

It is nor pertinent for me to exprerm Uqanda’r concern at the recent 

developcwntr in Haiti, and to comnd the initiative of the Orqaniration of 

Awrican State8 in a rincere effort to help reatore democratic order in that 

country. 
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Secondly, the new order rhould address the problem of the economic nnd 

social development of all countries. It t.herafore becomes impsrst.fve to 

address the glaringly visible gap between the North and the South, reflecting 

affluence on one hand and abject poverty and deprivation on the other. 

A fundamental qosl of the United Nations is to bring about the peaceful 

resolution of conflicts. Its efforts in that regard were long encumbered by 

the cold war. which more often than not fnnned the flames of war in various 

regions. The conflicts in those reqions made it attractive for massive 

quantities of sophisticated weapons to be transferred, by all camps, to 

fragile States and areas of tension in the third world. Arms transfers became 

lucrative business for the developed countries which have the technology and 

resources to produce weapons. The readiness of the developed countries to 

provide developing countries with armaments contrasts very sharply with their 

response to similar requests for the transfer of financial resources and 

technology for the purpose of development. It is our hope that, in the light 

of recent developments, that trend will be reversed and that our appeals for 

economic transformation will be responded to with vigour and imagination. 

Mar.y spaakers have supported the proposal for a register of international 

transfers of conventional veapons. That proposal is appealing. In our view, 

for such a register to be meaningful it must be balanced and transparent. It 

must also cover the producer countries and provide a country-by-country 

inventory of all armaments produced, stockpiled or transferred. Furthermore, 

transparency should encompass information on state-of-the-art technology in 

the military field, as this would engender confidence and alleviate the fear 

of surprises. It should also be possible to set up an i rtspcct ion metrhani srri 

for verification of such a register-. 
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We are happy to see that tbe opportunity preeented by the relaxation of 

tension has been seired to advance the cause of disarmament. The agreement 

between ths United States and the Soviet Union on the reduction of strategic 

arms is very encouraging. Equally encouraging were tbe announcement by 

President Bush on Friday, 27 September 1991, regarding further, unilateral, 

reductions in United States armements and the recent reponse by President 

Gorbachev of the USSR. Taken together, those three achievements represent a 

major step forward and provide a timely impetus for the disarmament process. 

We believe that further discussions should aim at even deeper reductions 

in nuclear arsenals ana limit the qualitative improvement of such arsenals. 

Priorities in the disarmament field, in our view, should include negotiations 

on a comprehensive test-ban treaty. the speedy conclusion of a 

chemical-weapons convention and an increase in the effectiveness of the 

biological-weapons Convention. Given the momentum attained and the objectives 

aimed forr there is a strong case for urging that the resources released by 

disarmament be channelled to the development of the poor countries. The 

linkage between disarmament and development must remain in focus in our 

deliberations. 

The international comnunity has accorded human rights their rightful 

significance. This is proper because threats to peace ana security do not 

arise only from external provocation and aggression. In a number of instances 

the underlying cause of tension is a failure to respect human rights. We also 

knov that tbe violation of human rights contributes materially towards the 

burgeoning refugee problem in the third world. The Secretary-General, in his 

annual report, advises that the principle of non-interference in the essential 

jurisdiction of States cannot be regarded as a protective barrier behind vhich 
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human rights could be masslvely or aystematlca\Iy violated with impunity. The 

same view has been articulated by many speakers in thla debate. We agree. 

Human rights violations should be condemne 5 and redressed wherever they are 

perpetrated. The international community has a vital role to play in this 

regard. 

In order to aaslst the new generation of leaders who are conanitted to the 

democratlratlon process and the defence of human rights, we need to be 

realistic and LO advocate practical innovations which are capable of bringing 

about the necessary institutional changer peacefullyt otherwise the whole 

proceas might abort due to institutional resistance. The situations in Haiti 

and, to a lesser extent, in Togo are cases in point. 

Furthermore, we believe that if human rights and democracy are to be 

meaningful, it is critical that developing countries be assisted in attaining 

an adequate standard of living. Civil and political rights must go hand in 

hand with equally important economic, social and cultural rlghta. The 

international community haa in the past been preoccupied with the progressive 

development of norms of human riqhta and the monitoring of their observance. 

While this is important, equal importance should be given to assisting 

developing countries to enhance their er Iogenous capacity to ensure the 

observance of those norms. For universal peace, security and respect of human 

rights to be safeguarded, it is an advantage also to have corresponding 

economic and social development. 

Regrettably, the external environment for developing countries continues 

to be unfavourable. Resource flows in general have dwindled, commodity prices 
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hove ttiled and the external debt crisis has deepened, csusinq the 

predictable political and social hardships for the population in many of 

developing countriee to worsen. 

In meet cases the main problem has not been the lack of prograxxnes to 

address the issues, but rather the political will and commitment nereaeary t.o 

enable them to be fulfilled. This is the case with the United Nationa 

Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development, which YBB 

adopted by the General AsBembly in 1986 and whooe final review was undertaken 

lsxt month by the Ad Hoc Committee of the General Assembly. In that reqard, 

Uganda commends the tireless efforts of t-he Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee, 

Mr. Martin Huslid, the Permanent Representative of Norway to the United 

Nations. While most African countries undertook structural bdjustment 

programmer, the response of the international cotmxunity fell short of 

expectations. Transfer of financial resources did not materialize as 

eavisaged. AcLordinqly, the Qroqrarmne of Action on the whole remains 

unimplemented while Africa’s critical economic situation continues to 

deteriorate. 

It is our hope that within the context of the proposed nev agenda for 

Africa now before the General Assembly, the international community will show 

the required political will and provide the tangible support necessary for its 

renewal and implementation. 

I wish to t.ake this opportunity Lo welcome the initiative by the 

Government of Japan on the African economic slurunit proposed for 1993. It is 

our hope that an outcome of that summit will be serious commitments on the 

part of the international communit.y for inrr-eased resource flows for t-he 

development of Africa. 
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We recognise that the development of Africa is our primary rerponribillty 

and that other8 cnn only complement our efforts. As a strategy for 

development, regional cooperation and integration have assumed priority 

attention in Africa. To this end. the Treaty establishing the African 

tconomlc Comnunlty was adopted at the Abuja sunwait of the Organisstlon of 

African lJnity (OAU) in June 1991. The Treaty is designed to expand our 

m(lrketn, create forward and backward ljnkages in our economies and hence act 

as a motor for Africa’8 growth and development on a sustained basis. The 

United Nations and the international community should be supportive of our 

integration efforts. 

because of our economic problems, we have had to adopt structural 

adjustment progranunea which invariably involve deep cuts in expenditures on 

social progranwnes such as health and education, and the laying off of 

workers. This has had a direct negative impact on vulnerable groups who have 

in turn been forced to put further pressure on the environment. Clearly, 

these groups need special assjstance to alleviate their plight. This is not a 

novel idea. We know that in the developed countries there are special 

arrangements to assist these groups. Such arrangements are all the more 

necessary in our countries, where they have to apply to the poorest in the 

poorest of countries: the least developed countries. Failure to address this 

problem would undermine the democratic system and institutions which we are 

committed to put in place in our countries. 
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Africa ie overwhelmingly dependent, for its export earninga, on a narrow 

range of primary commodities. Diversification into non-traditional exports 

and the exporting of value-added processed commodities have become a priority 

for us. We therefore support all efforts towards the early conclusion of the 

Uruguay Round of trade negotiations under the General Agreement on Tariffa and 

Trnde. It is our hope that those negotiotiona will result in, among other 

thingo, improved market accerra for the processed and semi-proceased goods of 

all developing countries. 

Preparations for the 1992 United Nations Conference on Environment and 

Development are under way. The Conference haa given rise to a lot of hope and 

expectations. Our view ie that its outcome should include apt*ciEic 

commitments on the effective transfer of environmentally sound technology to 

developing countries, on non-commercial terms; the provision of adequate new 

and additional resources, on concessional terms; and a supportive 

international economic environment that promotes sustainable economic growth 

and development in the developing countries. 

In the case of the developing countries, environmental degradation is a 

direct consequence of poverty. Discussion of environmental issues 1.n 

isolation from development is meaningless. For example, in IJganda and 

elsewhere in Africa people are forced to cut down trees for fuel and for use 

in constructing dwellings. If  forests are to be preserved, alternative 

sources of energy and of building materials must be secured. For Uganda, as 

well as some other African countries, the solution lies in securing capital 

and technology to harness hydra-.electric power. This is where the 

industrialized countries should give a helping hand. 
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This Grganiration has taken a principled stand against racism, of which 

apartheid is tbe worst manifestation. Apartheid is a long-standing problem, 

which has destabilised tbe whale of southern Africa. There appears to 

be hope that a solution is in sight. The repeal of the Land Act, the Group 

Areas Act and the Population Registration Act points in this direction and 

should be welcomed. We uelcone also tbe otber initiatives - particularly the 

tripartite talks betueen the leahrs of the African Hational Congress. Inkatba 

and the South African Govamment. But our goal in South Africa remains the 

. dismantling of apartberd, w ith a view to achieving full respect for human and 

political rights and the establishment of a democratic and non-racial South 

Africa. 

Our position is that the constitution of South Africa is the basic 

foundation of apartheid. Until that constitution is scrapped and replaced by 

one that involve8 the participation, on egual terms, of all South African 

people, we shall not b8 able to say that the process of dismantling apartheid 

has become irreversible. We therefore call upon the South African Government 

to muster the necessary political will to embrace the letter and spirit of the 

United Nations Charter and to enter into substantive and conclusive 

negotiations, which should culminate in a truly democratic political system 

that accords human and political rights to all. 

We have always argued that the problem of apartheid in South Africa is a 

source of instability in the region as a whole. Sonm of the positive 

development8 in South Africa, coupled with the end of the cold war, have led 

to positive trends in the front-line States au well. The agreement between 

the Government of Angola and UNITA augurs well for that country. It promises 

to bring an end to the fratricidal war that has cost many lives and crippled 



Awdl A/46/PV.29 
58 

(or. Ssemoaerere. Uaanda) 

Angola's economic aud social infrastructures. In Mozambique, tbe Government 

has shown great boldness in agreeing to engage RENAUO in the negotiations 

aimed at ending the war. It is regrettable that, so far, RENAME has not 

demonstrated seriousness in its approach. It remains our hope that these 

talks will, in the end, be fruitful. 

Front-line States have played, and continue to play, a critical role in 

the struggle against apartheid. They have made enormous sacrifices in terms 

of loss of human life and damage to their economies. They deserve support and 

compensation for the loss consequent upon their bearing the brunt of #is 

struggle. The General Assembly and the Security Council have on numerous 

occasions called upon tbe international community to assist the front-line 

States. We appeal to the international community to respond positively to this 

call. 

The question of Western Sahara has been one of the most conspicuous 

problems in our region. We are confident that, with the adoption of Security 

Council resolution 690 (19911, which sets out a plan for a settlement and 

establishes the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara, 

the referendum will be held as soon as possible. Uganda will continue to 

support the efforts of the Secretary-General in this endeavour. 

The situation in Liberia and in some parts of eastern Africa is a source 

of anguish. Uganda's approach is to support regional efforts to promote 

dialogue and understanding between the parties, with a view to the cessation 

of the fighting and the provision of long-term solutions. We have therefore 

supported the initiative of the Economic Community of West African States in 

the case of the situation in Liberia, and the efforts of the 

Inter-Governmental Authority on Drought and Development as regards the 
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conflict in the Horn of Africa. In our own subregion, Uganda is committed to 

a comprehensive solution to the problem of refugees, which was agreea on by 

our Heads of State in February this year in the Dar-es-Salaam Declaration. 

Implementation of that Declaration would go a long way towards furthering the 

cause of peace and good-neighbourliness in the region. The international 

community should be supportive of our regional efforts to find solutions. 

The Middle East continues to be a volatile region, and the situation in 

the area has grave implications for international peace and security. The 

Gulf area has just gone through the trauma of the war arising from Iraq's 

occupation of Kuwait. We are happy that the sovereignty, independence and 

legitimate Government of Kuwait have been restored, and we applaud the 

steadfastness of the Security Council in this regard. Needless to say, the 

war had a devastating impact, in terms of the loss of human lives and of 

material and environmental destruction, on both countries and on the region. 

The challenge facing the international community in the post-war period is 

therefore immense and daunting. Having stood up to the challenge of 

aggression, the United Nations should equally rise to the challenge of 

fashioning a settlement that would provide a long-term solution. 

The international community acted with courage in addressing the Gulf 

crisis. Equal boldness is called for as regards the twin question of 

Palestine a-, 'x&-Israeli relations, which remain the core of the Middle East 

conflict. The General Assembly, in resolution 38158 C, called for a united 

Nations international conference on the Middle East, to be attended by all 

parties concerned, as a framework for the negotiation of a just settlement. 

The efforts of the United States of America to have a limited international 

conference convened on the basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) 
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and 338 (1973) are a poritive development. In spite of the onerous domarwls 

being made by Israel an regards the Palestinian representation, the Arab 

countries’ response has been constructive. Israel, on the other hand, haa 

continued its provocative policlea of constructing new settlements in the 

occupied territories for Jewish imigranta. Uganda hopes that wiser counsel 

will prevail in Israel and that the United Nations and the international 

community aa a whole will show determination and perseverance in the 8earCtl 

for a just and peaceful resolution of the conflict. 

Uganda supports the independence, unity and territorial integrity of 

Cyprus and the aspiration of its people to live together. We call on both 

aides to cooperate with the Secretary-General in his efforts to find an 

acceptable settlement. 

As regards the Korean peninsula, Uganda has been supportive of the 

aspiration of its people for peaceful reunification. The simultaneous 

admission of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea and the Republic of 

Korea to membership of the United Nations provides that people with yet 

another opportunity to continue dialogue and to further their reconciliation 

and confidence-building efforts. 
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In Kampuchea, we are encouraged by the progress registered in the 

negotiations. A breakthrough has been attained, and Uganda joins other 

delegations in welcoming to this Assembly Prince Sihauouk in his capacity as 

Head of State. Uqanda looks forward to the adoption and signature of an 

agreement on Kampuchea at a reconvened Paris conference. 

As regards the Afqban crisis, our view remains that all countries 8h0ula 

respect the Geneva accords. 

The world needs an effective United Nations to manage our 

interdependence. As regards the reform process ia the United Nations, Uganda 

is supportive of those proposals that are aimed at increasing the 

effectiveness of the Organixation. The framework adopted in General Assembly 

Resolution 45/264 provides au agreed basis for further neqotiations on reforms 

in the United Nations. 

The end of the cold war has provided our generation with a unique 

opportunity to work in partnership to advance the collective interests of our 

global village. As members of this global community the generations of the 

next millennium will judge us on the basis of whether our legacy to them is an 

order of justice, equity. peace and freedom. aud whether or not the well-being 

of man is at the center af that arasr. 

Allow me now to make some comments on Rwanda. 

Por his ovn reasons, the Bead of tbe delegation of Rwanda. Mr. Prancois 

Ngarukipintwali, elected to raise the issue of Rwanda in this Assembly last 

Monday and to raise it with the objective of characteriziag Uganda as an 

aggressor or as a party to the conflict in his country. 

Uganda has all along rejected and refuted such accusations, and I do so 

once again. It is the considered view of my delegation that the interests of 
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the people of Rwanda, those within Rwanda as well as tbo very substantial 

numbers who live in exile abroad, would be best served if Rwsnda reciprocated 

the goodwill of its neighbour8 , of the Organisatsos of African Unity (OAU) as 

well as of several friendly countries, and cornaitted itself to the 

implementation of solutions collectively arrived at in various forums 

specially convened to address the Rwanda problem. It is as disappointing. as 

it is fruitless, for Rwanda to be under the illusion that by finding a 

scapegoat in Ugauda the problem of about a million Rwandese living in forced 

exile will go away. 

We may recall the upheaval in Rwanda in 1959 just before the independence 

of that country, when the monarchy and the then ruling class, consisting 

almost exclusively of the Tutsi people, were violently overthrown. The 

massive bloody incidents that accompanied that upheaval forced many of the 

Tutsi victims to go into exile in all neighbouring countries, including 

Uganda. UP to tbis day, Rwanda has failed to evolve and implement a policy of 

reconciliation to attract back to their motherland these Rwandese exiles. 

Ahout 100,000 of these exiles live in Uganda, and we would be greatly relieved 

if another home were found for them. It is some of these aggrieved exiles who 

took up arms and are engaged in armed conflict inside Rwanda against the 

Government there. 

Ever since this conflict broke out, the African leaders in the region and 

at the level of the OAU, including the Chairman, have met on more than 

10 occasions in search of a peaceful solution to the Rwanda problem. The last 

such meeting was held only last month on 7 September, at Gbadolite in Zaire, 

under the chairmanship of President Babangida, Chairman of the OAU, and 

attended by the OAU Secretary General and by Zaire, Burundi, Tanzania, Rwanda 

and Uganda. The meeting reached unanimous - I repeat, unanimous - agreement 
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on an action plan to rorolvo tho arm.6 conflict. The two belligerent partior 

were to implement a ceara-fire agreement previously agreed upon and signed by 

them, and they were to enter into a dialogue on 15 September 1991 under 

President Mobutu’s mediation. The cease-fire wan to bo monitored by an OAU 

neutral Military Observer Group comprised of Nigeria and Zaire. This is the 

frsmework for resolving the armed conflict in Rwanda which calls for Rwanda’s 

commitment and international supports verbal assaulta against Uganda or any 

other country are nothing but manifestations of escapism. 

Earlier, in March, a similar framework for peace had been reached under 

the N’sele Agreementt and the report of the OAU Monitoring Team for the period 

March-September is available to anyone who wishes to verify Rwanda’s 

allegations against Uganda. These allegations are entirely baseless. 

In February this year, a regional conference under the chairmanship of 

President Mwinyi of Tanzania and with the participation of Rwanda, Zaire, 

Burundi and Uganda, as well as of the OAU Secretary General and the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), was held in Dar-es-Salaam for 

the purpose of agreeing on a permanent solution to the refugee problem in the 

region. Although under the agreement Rwanda acceyted its responsibility to 

receive back its nationals in exile I:nder the principle of voluntary 

repatriation, we hsve yet to see concrete steps being taken b,y Rwanda to 

create conditions there that would make repatriation an attractive 

proposition. Rwanda’s attitude and record in this regard should be compared 

to those of it neighbours, which also hirve had to grapple with similar 

problems. 

Uganda stands ready to give every reasonable cooperation to promote all 

initiatives so far undertaken to resolve both the Rwandese refugee problem and 

the armed conflict in Rwanda, but Uganda takes strong exception to Rwanda’s 
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impotonco in carryinq out itr obliqationr to itm nationala in mile and Its 

revelling instead in diversionary tactic8 sod provocative attrckm against 

Uganda. 

Rwanda i8 running the danger of proving to be an unqrateful neighbour. 

Uganda in providing a livelihood to 100,000 Rwaodoro oationalr who are denied 

a home in their country. Uqanda made it8 territory available to Rraodese 

troops in a l iocere effort to help Rwsnda monitor the border. Uganda invited 

the OAU Uonitorioq Team, aa well a8 foreign l nvoy8, to verify Rwanda’8 

alloqations of rebel bases in Uganda. All this, and more, uaa done to promote 

transparency and build confidence in regional initiativee. Rwanda seems to 

have elected to ignore all Uganda’s goodwill and assirtance and would rather 

engage in a purposelesr propaganda campaign abroad, including here in this 

Assembly. It i8 a matter of profound regret. 

Bm (Latvia) I Allow me to convey to the President, on 

bahalf of the Government and people of Latvia and on my own behalf, our 

sincerest congratulations on his election to preside over this forty-sixth 

session of the General Assembly. His assumption of this post carries special 

significance for Latvia, for he ia presiding over what ia for our country our 

inaugural session aa Members of the United Nations. 

I would alao like to take this opportunity to convey the best wishes and 

appreciation of my country to the Secretary-General, 

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar. 
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Although Latvia wan a founding member of the League of Nations, because 

of the subsequent foreign occupation of our country, we were unable to 

participate in the establishment of the United Nations. Wa have had to wait 

47 years for this moment, yet the delay has not diminished the joy that 

accompanies our rightful and lawful return to the international cormnunlty. On 

the contrary, we tske special satisfaction in joining an international 

Organisation that has grown in stature and importance through the years, 

thanks to the leadership and statesmanship of the Secretary-General. 

Latvia takes itn place in the United Nations at a turning-point in world 

history. Since the lQ2Os the people of Latvia have alwaya believed that the 

existence of any internationally recognized State is an objective reality, one 

that cannot be eradicated by force. The rapid manner in which global 

diplomatic tios were renewed with the Baltic States during August and 

September of this year is, perhaps, one of the moat dramatic examples of 

civilization’s progress towards achieving true democracy and international 

equality in our lifetime. The people of Latvia express their heartfelt 

gratitude to the Members of the United Nations and to all the nations that 

have supported us for their profound understanding and support. 

In this regard, I should once again like to welcome and congratulate our 

fellow new Members of the United Nations: the Republic of Korea, the 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, 

the Federated States of Micronesia and our neighbours to the north and south. 

the Republic of Estonia and the Republic of Lithuania. We are proud to 

commence our United Nations activities in such distinguished company. 

The enthusiasm with which Latvia assumes its role in the United Nations 

is driven by more than national self-interest. It is our sincere hope that 

recerlt developments have given birt.h to a new era of democracy and cooperation 
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in the world. The events of August in the formerly communint Soviet Union 

have given rise to hopes thnt from Lhis point onwards, East--Weat. relations 

will no longer be a source of confrontation but instead a vehicle for solving 

complex global and regional problems. 

We are convinced that Latvia will play an instrumental role in this 

problem-solving process. It la our belief that now, a8 has been the case 

throughout history, Latvia is destined to serve as a natural bridge between 

Eastern and Western Europe. Where we once served a8 a battlefield for 

oppoaing foreign armies, we can now serve as a crossroads for commercial 

exchange and economic cooperation. Fully cognizant of this great 

responsibility, we are ready and eager to make our contribution to the 

inexorable democratic evolution of the new world order. 

To succeed in this undertaking, Latvia must immediately begin the process 

of addressing a number of critical issues. Primary among them is the 

reconstruction and rebirth of Latvia’s economy. We must train and prepare 

specialists and professionals whose task it will be both to meet Latvia’s 

immediate needs and simultaneously build an economic structure that will shape 

Latvia’s future role in Europe and the world. 

To achieve t.his goal, the process of restoring Latvia’s fully independent 

statehood must be brought to a conclusion without delay. This includes the 

I ?moval, as soon as possible, of the foreign troops that continue, illegally, 

to occupy Latvian soil. A just settlement of this issue in the Baltic region 

is of crucial importance if we hope to further the process of guaranteeing the 

long--term security and cooperation of all nations, not only in our region but 

throughout the world. 

We are t~xtrcmoly cncourarjed by thtr bold initiiltive undertaken by the 

Unit-ed States of America and endorsed by the Soviet- Union, calling for 
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substarAia1 reductions of these nations* nuclear weapons. We see this action 

as the first concrete step towards the relization of our own long-held dream 

of a nuclear-free Baltic region. 

The people of Latvia are ready to vork hand in hand with all the peoples 

of the world. We are opening our doors, our minds and our hearts to all that 

which has been achieved globally in the areas of economic, humanitarian, 

environmental and cultural endeavour. We are fully committed to the spirit of 

open and honest exchange so that we can both learn from that which has already 

been accomplished and contribute to that which still needs to be done. 

We are firmly convinced that through cooperation and coordination with 

our Baltic neigbbours, we can create a geopolitical region that will 

demonstrate to the world that the transition from the shackles of totalitarian 

communism to the open democratic structures can be achieved in a peaceful, 

disciplined and orderly manner. 

Just as the United Nations demonstrates the benefits of multilateral, 

inter-ethnic cooperation, we in Latvia are equally committed to guaranteeing 

equal rights to all national minorities aa individuals in our territory, 

irrespective of their ethnic origins or ideological convictions. We have 

taken concrete steps to address the needs and concerns of all those who live 

within our borders and will continue to develop policies in this direction. 

Human rights, democracy and adherence to the norms of international law were 

the guiding principles of our struggle to restore independence and will 

continue to serve as a foundation for our internal development and 

reintegration into the world community. It is our hope that from our example, 

others facing similar obstacles can take both strength and inspiration. 

As a Member of the United Nations, Latvia will look to other Member 

nations, organisations and the Secretariat for guidance and assistance in 
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developing the future character and international role of our country. That 

Latvia’s perJod of reconrtruction coincides with a major restructuring of the 

world order can bo view.6 ae beneficial to all concerned, for it will foster 

increased cooperation and coordination in all aspects of this developmental 

process. 

For example, we welcome propomala to improve the emergency 

humanitarian-aid framework within the United Nations and anticipate that such 

a plan will asrist our country end region in developing a coordinated 

emergency-aid structure of its own. 

Similarly, Latvia jorns other Members of the United Nations in a call for 

the repeal of resolution 3379 (XXX) of 10 November 1975 on Zionism. Latvia 

neither participated in nor supported this rerolution at its inception and 

continues to oppore vigoroufily all policies that foster miatruat and 

antagonism between peoples and nations. 

The people of Latvia have at long last navigated the stagnant, troubled 

waters of repression and aggreaaion and have entered the open sea of 

international cooperation. We fully understand that even these aeats can be 

rough and fraught with dangers, yet we take hope and comfort from the 

knowledge that we Gre joined on this journey by a world community committed to 

security, stability and economic prosperity. The Republic of Latvia stands 

ready to work with its friends and neighbours in meeting the challenges that 

lie ahead.* 

* The President returned to the Chair. 
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HrsL ~1 Uwm (Sweden): Let me atart, Sir, by expressing the 

Swsdish Government’s deep ratimfaction at your election aa President for this 

aeaaion of the General Assembly and st the electiorl of the Vice-Presidents. 1 

would alao like to convey to the Secretary-General our great appreciation of 

his devoted effort@ ovar the past 10 ysars to achieve peace and a stronger 

(Jnited Nat.ions. 

Today it is more evident than ever before that humanity is facing 

challenges and problems of a global nature. The problems are global and must 

be dealt with globally. Interdependence is the main difference between our 

modern world and that of previous generations. This is why foreign policy 

today is more a question of how States act in relation to comnon problems than 

how they act towards each other. 

In this world of interdependence our global Organisation, the United 

Nations, is an indispensable tool for cooperation. Sweden’s conwnitment to the 

United Nations, and to all that the Charter stands for, remains a cornerstone 

of our foreign policy. 

The cleaielrL example of interdependence can be found in the environmental 

sphere. If  development is to be possible, the life-sustaining ecological 

systems must be preserved. At the same time, development is necessary if it 

is to be possible to safeguard the environment. Development must improve the 

living conditions of the poor so that they are not forced to destroy the 

ecological basis for their children’s future. Development must also mean that 

people and countries which enjoy a high standard of living significantly 

reduce the burden which they impose on the environment. The developing 

countries need to mohilize their resources, but they also need the transfer of 

new, additional resources from the industrinlized world. 
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The UnitmY Nations Conference on Environment and Development will be 

convened in Rio de Janeiro in about eight monthn’ time. We expect t.hat the 

two conventions on climate chsnge and biological diversity will be effective 

instrumenta. We want the Conference to adopt n detailed work programme for 

the years ahesd, indicating clearly the teaks to be undertaken by Governments 

and organitations to implement the maaaureo agreed upon. we also expect to 

IJM an fncreaslng willingness on the part of Governments to solve the problems 

of financing. 

The globalisation of vital questions can also be seen in the way in which 

human rights are perceived. The United Nations is playing an increasingly 

important role in the defence of numan rights in all countries. This role has 

to be further developed, and the mechanisms created to monitor respect for 

human right8 have to be strengthened. We have often witnessed serious 

violations of human rights in connection with war or national unrest. Working 

for respect for fundamental human rights in all countries is an important 

aepect of bfforts to achieve international peace and security. 

The multilateral disarmament efforts of the United Nations continue to be 

among the essential tasks of the Organisation, even though important 

disarmament decisions have been taken unilaterally by the super-Powers or 

bilaterally in agreements between them. 

As regards o.re of the questions affecting the destiny of the world - the 

threat of a war involving nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass 

destruction - 1991 stands out as a memorable year. For the first time we now 

have an agreement to reduce the arsenals of strategic we<:pons. 

It is is a particular pleasure for mc? to welcome three neighbouring 

States as Members of the IJnited N;lt icjrls. The three Baltic States - Est-onia. 
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Latvia and Lithuania - have regained their independence and have rapidly 

received wide international recognition. The Swedish people have been deeply 

and actively committed to the Baltic peoples' struggle for freedom. We will 

continue to give our support to the reconstruction of their societies. 

The admission of the two Korean States to the United Nations marks an 

important step on a road which, we hope, will lead to reunification in 

accordance with the wishes of the Korean people. I welcome them to the United 

Nations, together with Micronesia and the Marshall Islands. 

Europe has truly experienced a revolution of liberty. New conrlitions and 

opportunities have opened up for a Europe that has rid itself of the nightmare 

of totalitarianism and the cold war. 

At the historic Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) 

surmnit meeting in Paris almost a year ago all the participating States 

undertook to build, consolidate and strengthen democracy as the only system of 

government of their nations. They also pledged themselves to promote economic 

liberty based on the principles of the market economy. 

The CSCE's possibilities of tangibly contributing to the realization of 

the high aims of the Charter of Paris have been strengthened in the last year 

by the establishment of a crisis mechanism and through the recently concluded 

CSCE meeting in Moscow on the human dimension. 

Sweden warmly welcomes this development in Europe. We vould like to 

participate wholeheartedly in building a new Europe, and are ready to accept 

our share of the common European responsibility in accordcnce with the goals 

of the Paris Charter. 

The European Community constitutes the central powerful force in the 

emerging new Europe. The Community is living proof that purposeful cooperation 



between States can lead to new and dynamic waye of working together and at the 

same time can relegate traditions1 tensions to the hirtory books. 

Sweden’m wlrh to become a member of the European Cotununity ie an 

expression of our deaire to participate in the Comnunity’r endeavours to pave 

the way for new forms of cooperation within the Community and in Europe - a 

Europe open to the outside world. We are ready to shoulder our part of this 

responsibility. 

The relationship between freedom, democracy and a market economy on the 

one hand and peace and stability on the other in not only applicable to 

Europe. Thin is why the democratic developments which we have aeon in so many 

parts of the world, particularly in the latter half of the 198Os, are so 

promising. We can witness promising developments in many parts of Africa. 

And this pamt decade maw a return to democracy in Latin America. Cuba is one 

tragic exception. All over the world demands for democracy have become a 

powerful force. We are convinced that in the long run these demands will 

prevail. I would like to believe that this will also apply to Haiti. The 

illegal action against the democratically elected President is unacceptable. 

Sweden strongly supports the international trend towards democracy. This 

is in full conformity with the purposes for which the United Nations was 

created. 

Free trade is of primary importance for growth in all countries. The 

efforts to create prosperity through open and free economic relations must 

succeed. The process towards prosperity, in turn, is a prerequisite for an 

international development towards peace and democracy. 

There is a growing awareness of the possibilities that free trade and 

market solutions also offer for the development of the poorer countr ies. Tbf? 
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social connequencea of development policisr mwt novor Bo overlooked. At the 

irame time. it is essential that both the economic policler of the cloveloping 

countries and the focus and orientation of developamat amriatance take 

advantage of the opportunities offered by market force5. 

The three Staten in Centrr.1 Kurope which aro known aa the reform States - 

Poland, Caechoalovakia and Hungary - are oow implomeoting the principles of 

democracy, the rule of law and the market economy. 

In the Soviet Union dramatic upheaval5 have taken place. The process of 

democratisation, which is also crucially important for the world community, 

was threatened for a few days in August. But the coup failed. The democratic 

forces were victorious. All the people who contributed to this outcome have 

earned our gratitude sod respect. 

With the democratiratioa of Central and Kastern Kurope, old, artificial 

barriers have been demolished. We now bear a joint respooribility to prevent 

the erection of oew barriers. The new democracies must not be excluded from 

the closer cooperation, whether political, economic or in aome other form, 

which is already being realized in western Europe. 
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In different ways - bilaterally and in cooperation with other countries - 

Sweden has tried to support the transition to democratic systems. This 

commitment stands firm. I should like to underline that the efforts of the 

Swedish Government in Europe will not affect our assistance to other parts of 

the world. Sweden will live up to its international commitments regarding 

development assistance. The allocation of 1 per cent of our gross national 

income - which we have maintained for many years - stands firm. 

We have witnessed terrible bloodshed in Yugoslavia. Recently the army, 

apparently without political direction, has used brutal force against sections 

of the population. Sweden views developments in Yugoslavia with the utmost 

concern and urgently calls on the parties involved to refrain immediately from 

all acts of violence. Sweden supports ma is participating in the efforts, 

which are being made through the CSCE and the European Community to achieve 

peace. The international community cannot accept the use of force to change 

internal and external borders. Any solution must guarantee the rights of 

minorities in all republics. Sweden welcomes the resolution adopted by the 

Security Council on 25 September as one step in the international community's 

endeavours to contribute to a solution of the question of the future of 

Yugoslavia by peaceful means. 

The historic Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) and the recently 

announced unilateral disarmament decisions by the United States and the Soviet 

Union are very important steps towards lower levels of armaments and greater 

security. It is also important for naval tactical nuclear weapons and cruise 

missiles to be withdrawn and not normally to be deployed on surface vessels 

and attack submarines. For many years Sweden has stressed the risks 

associated with these weapons. 
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?ollowlng on from the American initietive, the Soviet Union i jcently 

announced corresponding mea8ure8. In addition, President Corbnrhev has 

proposed further reductions of the strategic arsenala beyond the commitmenta 

in the START Treaty and haa announced a unilateral Soviet teat ban for the 

coming year. 

These latest measure8 by the United State8 and the Soviet Union reinforce 

the image of 1991 a8 a historic year of diasrmament. It ia very encouraging 

that the two leading nuclear Powers are demonstrating their special 

responsibility in this way. 

Non-proliferation ha8 been the focus of global attentior since the (iulf 

war. Since then important initiatives have been taken regarding both 

conventional weapons and weapons of mass destruckion. It ia my hope that not 

only 1991, but the next few years al80 will be marked by the achievement of a 

nore effective control of biological weapons, the Speedy COnclUSiOn and 

implementation of the chemical weapons convention as well as the restricted 

transfer of conventional weapons. 

Over the last few decades, several United Nation8 studies have pointed to 

the enormous and OnerOu8 CO8tS associated with armaments. This has been the 

case both for nuclear-weapon policy and for conventional armaments in all 

part8 of the world. The weapons have become increasingly sophisticated, ever 

more costly and with greater destructive power. In this memorable year for 

disarmament I express the hope that these economic resources will be made 

available for human development and mutual trust. 

Last, year much of the world's attention was focused on the situation in 

the Persian Gulf and in the Middle East. Iraq’s brutal aggression against its 
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neighbour Kuwait was a flagrant violation of international law ana had, 

unfortunately, to be reversed by military means. Those countries - with the 

United States in tke forefront - which carried out this task an behalf of the 

international community deserve our recoguitioe aa respect. That conflict 

involved much suffering fw the people of Iraq, in common with mxay otkers. 

The material destruction has been enormous. For a long tims to come the 

environment in this area will bear the mark of the meaningless destruction 

vrought by Iraq. 

The aggression unleashed by Ga&lm Eussein has also turned the aC,tention 

of tke international community to the exposed position of the xktras. The 

brutal violence to whick that etknic group has been subjected is unacceptable, 

as is tke violence directed against other parts of tke population. 

Tbe Iraqi invasiou aud oaoupation of Kuwait has been tke international 

community's first seriauus test since tke cold war. It was a unique case of 

aggression perpetrated by one United Bations Member against anotker. The 

United Nations acted swiftly and took coerciv% measures against Iraq OE) tke 

basis of Chapter VII of the Charter. In the long-term interests of peace and 

security it is of crucial importauce tkat aggression should rot pay and that 

potential violators should be prevented from committing crimes against 

international law. 

The events of tke past yaar have not diminished the urgency of the 

Palestinian question whick is tke most difficult issue to solve in this part 

of tke vorld. A solution of tkia conflict must be based on Security Council 

resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973) and the implied principle of land for 
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p*SNZ9. Irreelis and Paleatlnlanr mumt recognlae each other’s right to 

peacotul corxi8tence. Iare must have the right to exirt. within secure and 

internationally recognimed borders. The Palaatinians' right ta 

self-determination, including their right to form a State of their own. must 

be accepted by Israel. 

The Swedish Government strongly supports the efforts of the United States 

to bring about a Middle East peace conference. It is essential that the 

international comunity should be able to follow the conference through the 

presence of a United Nations representative. 

This conference could be the, start of a process which, if auccenaful, 

would lead to a solution of both the Irraeli-Palestinian conflict and the 

Arab-Israeli dispute. There are many obstacles along the way. One is the 

settlement policy. It is of the utmost importance that all parties 

demonstrate maximum restraint arld a willingness to compromise. 

Recently the resolution which equated Zionism with racism again became a 

topical issue. Sweden's attitude is well known. We voted against the 

resolution and condemned it in the strongest terms. Our attitude to the 

re,dlution is the same today as it was in 1975. The revocation of this 

resolution should constitute G confidence-building step towards the peaceful 

settlement which we now hope is under way. 

In South Africa the most important racial laws of the aparthei' mystem 

F.,ave already been abolished. The next step will be to introduce a democratic 

form of government with votes for all, irrespective of race. Negotiations to 

this end are approaching rP3idly. The difficulties - above all in the form of 

the violence which is now a;'flicting many of the black townships - should not 
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bo undorortinatod. Ravortholorr. II historic proco~a has been initiated. We 

look forward to the day when the quertion of 8partheld can be deleted from the 

United Nations sgends. 

Sredan contf 1~0s to mupport the work against apartheid. The Swedish 

Government hoper that developments will soon mako it posriblo for Sweden to 

lift its sanctions against blouth Africa. 

There are et111 several conflicts around the world that rrmain on the 

intor&tional agenda, namely Cambodia, the Horn of Africa, Afghanistsn, 

Western Sahara, Central America and Cyprus. The conxnon denominator in all 

these conflicts is that the role of the United Nations - as different as it 

may be depending on the nature of the conflict - ir crucial for progress 

towards a final solution. 

The world Organisation is facing a period of new demands and 

expectations. Sweden is participating actively in the current discussions 

about the United Nations and its future role. 
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An important lesaon that can be drawn from the crisis in the PerBian Gulf is 

that the United Nations must place a specisl emphasis on preventive diplomnc:y, 

aB well aa the strengthening of its capacity to respond to emergencies. 

Careful consideration should be given to how, in more concrete terms, the 

United Nations cspabilitier in the area of preventive diplomacy can be 

strengthened. The ability to identify threatening situations and intervene at 

an early stage rhould be improved. Japan, among others, haB put forward 

valuable proposaln in this regard. 

In the new, changing political situation, opportunities have increased 

for a constructive interaction between an active Security Council and the 

Secretary-General. In order to give the Secretary-General the necessary 

support in the role the Charter confers upon him, it in evident - BB he 

himself points out in his annual report - that more resource8 are needed. 

When emetgencies occur, the United NBtiOnB must be able to act quickly, 

efficiently and in a coordinated manner. The preparedness of the relevant 

United Nations organs must be improved, aa well aB the coordinating 

mechanisms. But the United Nations and its organs can act only if the Member 

States give it sufficient and flexible resourceB. 

Sweden welcomes the reform programme that was adopted earlier this year 

in the economic and social field. It is clear, however, that it is not enough 

to confine reform to the Economic and Social Council itself. We attach 

considerable importance to the review to be undertaken of BUDSidiary bodies 

and of the division of labour between the Council and the General Assembly. 

In May the final report of the Nordic countries' United Nations Project 

was submitted to the Secretary-General. This report summarizos reform 

proposals in the economic and social area, involving such questions as the 
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opportunity and ability of Uember States to govern the operational activities 

of the United Nations system , as well as the possibility of devising a more 

adequate financing system for these activities. The Nordic countries are now 

aiming at establishing a broad basis of support among Member States for 

continued constructive reform of the United Xations in this field. We 

consider the high-level meeting of the Economic and Social Council scheduled 

for next summer to be aa appropriate occasion for an in-depth, substantive 

discussion of these questions. 

In the past year, important discussions on possible reforms in a number 

of different areas have been initiated. They involve economic aa social 

activities. peace-keeping operations, emeryency relief, the work of the 

General Assembly and forms of cooperation within the United Nations system. 

The reorganisation of the Secretariat is a priority item. Interesting 

proposals have also been put forward by independent groups and influential 

individuals, for example in the so-called Stockholm Initiative. 

In today's favourable climate for international cooperation, the Member 

States are giving to the United Nations a number of tasks that put heavy 

demands on resources. It is highly ironic and unacceptable that the United 

Nations is still forced to conduct its operations under the shadow of a 

continuing financial crisis. It should be a question of honour for every 

Member State to fulfil its obligations under the Charter in a timely manner. 

The developing countries must be principally responsible for their own 

economic and social development. But, at the same time, it is in the interest 

of the industrialized world actively to assist in the process towards a more 

just world. The debt crisis has not yet been overcome. In particular, the 

poorest countries need substantial debt-belief measures. We urge all member 
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Statsa of the Paris Club to contribute actively to an agreement on substantial 

debt reduction. 

Resources for development asa#stancs muat be axpanded. It is deeply 

unsntiafactory thst the industrialised countries have not managed t.o meet. the 

United Nat.iona target for development assirtance of 0.7 per cent. of gross 

national product, despite a decade of relatively high growth in the 

industrialised world and growing needs of the developing countries. 

Stagnating resource flows are a short-sighted strategy in a world that is 

increasingly characterired by the interdependence of nations. Thus, we have a 

common interest t.o ensure that this long-accepted target is reached. 

The end of the cold war gives the United Nations a historic opportunity 

for action. A new outlook can be developed in international politics. The 

world ia no longer a geopolitical chess-board, with Staten as pawna in a 

game. Rather, it is a congress of nations, where all people are equally 

entitled to political freedom, economic and social justice, a healthy 

environment and full human rights. This means a positive challenge. Our 

cooperation in the United Nations is based on respect for national 

sovereignty. At the same time, there is a growing awareness that the United 

Nations must also bear its share of responsibility for developments that 

directly affect the inhabitants of our societies. A balance has to be struck 

between the requirements of sovereignty and those of solidarity. 

Both the demands of justice and enlightened self-interest lead us to the 

same conclusion: we need a strong United Nations at a time of growing 

interdependence and global challenges. Let us get doun to work. 


