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Thh~~maL~ waa callml. fn-.nr.d!. .at .lJL-AQdd. 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

ThPmm (interpretation from Arabic): I am pleased to 

announce that we are observing for the first time today the International Day 

for the Elderly. When the General Assembly decided last year, in its 

resolution 45/106, that the first day of October each year should be 

designated as International Day for the Elderly, it recognized that the 

elderly are an asset to society and can contribute significantly to the 

development process. It was conscious of the need to have a cormnon basis and 

frame of reference for the protection and promotion of the rights of the 

elderly and to underline the importance of innovative and effective 

international cooperation in the field of aging. 

The aging of the world’s population will have a major impact ON the 

family, on social services and on other support systems. at both the community 

and national levels. On this International Day for the Elderly, let us commit 

ourselves once again to the goals of the Vienna International Plan of Action 

on Aging, and ensure that the elderly in the developing and developed 

countries alike are enabled to contribute fully, as a valued part of our 

communities, to the development of our society. 
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AGENDh IT3M 9 (continued) 

GENFRAL DEBATB 

Mr. ITURRALD3 RALLIVXAN (Bolivia) (interpretation from Spanish): 

!fhe events that have just occurred in the sistkr republic of Iiaiti fill us 

with a sense of anguish. Democracy in that noble country - a cradle of the 

ideals of freedom - has been brutally interrupted, just when it was beginning 

to fulfil its splendid promise after having emerged from the long night of 

dictatorship and illegality that so long afflicted it. I wish. from this 

rostrum, to associate my country with the words of condemnation at the 

overt&or of the democratic Government of President Aristide - an act all the 

more condemn&l8 in view of the fact that that Government emerged just a feu 

months ago as a result of free. democratic elections supervised by the United 

Rations. We express our complete solidarity with the democratic and 

progressive people of Haiti and their freely elected political autborities. 

Allow me, Mr. President, to convey to you, on behalf of the Government 

and people of Bolivia and on my own behalf, heartfelt congratulations on your 

assumption of the presidency of the General Assembly at its forty-sixth 

session. 

The people and Government of Bolivia also wish, through me, to express 

their most sincere appreciation of the noble and tireless work of the 

Secretary-General, Javier Perex de Cuellar. His historic record will remain 

indelibly inscribed in the annals of the Organization. 

We take pleasure in welcoming the Republic of Korea and the People's 

Democratic Republic of Korea into the United Rations. My delegation, 

likewise, extends a welcome to the Federated States of Micronesia and to the 

Republic of the Marshall Islands, whose membership enhances the universal 
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character of the United Nations. Further, we wish to place on record our 

satisfaction at the admission of the Republics of Estonia, Latvia and 

Lithuania. 

The principles of peace, freedom, democracy, justice, solidarity, respect 

for human rights, and economic and social well-being clearly set the stage 05 

which mankind's future must unfold. Nor must we forget that to achieve real 

and permanent peace we must resolve all conflicts and possible causes of 

conflict, thus fostering the trust between States that allows a climate of 

understanding to prevail. This was proclaimed by the Reads of State and 

Government at the recent Ibero-American summit in Guadalajara, where it was 

observed that, owing to recent trends in the peaceful, settlement of disputes, 

we couid envisage important progress towards resolution of the various 

regiotial conflicts that persist on our continent. 

Intimately related to peace, we believe, is the imperative need to solve 

increasingly urgent economic and social problems that beset the majority of 

nations represented here. We cannot demand tbat the priaciples end tenets of 

the Charter prevail if the poorest, who constitute the majority of mankind, 

are not afforded better opportunities, and if their right to a dignified and 

stable existence is not respected. 

In that spirit. at the recent Ibero-American summit in Guadalajara, 

President Paz Zsmora of Bolivia proposed that the technology required to 

satisfy basic needs should become the universal heritage of mankind, within 

the reach of all. 

Allow me now, very briefly, to refer to the process of economic 

adjustment in my country, which has had international repercussions. 
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These years have been a severe trial - years in which the Bolivian people 

have demonstrated discipline and abnegation in order to fulfil rigorous plans 

of austerity and collective effort. This process has consolidated the 

stability of our currency. It has permitted a reduction of the budget deficit 

by 25 per cent to 3.5 per cent, the amortiration of public debt, the 

maintenance of confidence by the people, and the growth of the gross domestic 

product by an estimated 3.5 per cent. Inflation was brought down from 

25,000 per cent in 1985 to 17 per cent last year, and it is estimated that the 

figure will be 15 per cent this year. 

At the same time, a series of measures adopted as part of the policy of 

free trade and the encouragement of foreign investment and, above all, the 

climate of public confidence shown by the return of national capital for new 

investments or in the form of bank deposits allow us to glimpse a future of 

brighter hopes and full recovery. It is in that spirit, and with the moral 

encouragement of a job well begun, that we have achieved a substantial 

reduction in bilateral debt in the case of several countries, including the 

United States within the framework of President Bush's Americas initiative. 

While introducing a strict programme of macroeconomic adjustment, which 

made these results possible, my country, consistent with its sense of public 

duty, has not neglected the social sector. It has introduced, among other 

measures, the fund for social investment - a novel approa:h, which has 

elicited the interest of other countries, and with respect to which we 

reiterate our willingness to share. 

We also have the fullest confidence that, as part of this new 

international current of encouragement for each country's efforts, and with 
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the old pattornr of prrodo-patornalirr that marrod the ideal of cooperation on 

an equal footinq now behind us, we rhall l oo the elimination of the 

protectionist measure8 that indumtrialiaed countrioe tend to apply to free 

trade, haaperiaq effort.8 and dieappointing the l xpectationr placed in the 

principle8 of free trade and their more correct application. 
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The Government of Bolivia wishes on this occasion most especially to 

underscore the relevant role played by the United Nations Development 

Programme (UNDP) in Lat..n America and the Caribbean. With regard to my 

country, UNTIP activities take on special importance as they constitute a 

cornerstone for development plans in various fields. 

A matter of vital importance to my country is the reintegration of 

Bolivia to the coast of the Pacific Ocean, a permanent and indispensable 

feature of its foreign policy responding to a deeply rooted national 

conviction. Its unresolved status is a serious obstacle to the development 

and integration of this part of the world and runs counter to understanding 

among democratic regimes. This position of Bolivia has been repeatedly 

explained in international forums, particularly in the Organisation of 

American States and the United Nations, and has received support and 

solidarity from numerous peoples and nations. 

We are by vocation and conviction a peace-loving country. It could not 

be further from our thoughts even to imagine solutions which are not those of 

constructive dialogue in order to seek avenues of compromise and mutual 

interest, in keeping with the peaceful solution which, in conformity with the 

mandate of the United Nations Charter, is binding upon all of us. Moreover, 

affirming the need for preventive diplomacy, as has been pointed out by 

several speakers at this rostrum, would be the very means to identify and 

diagnose this type of problem. 

The Government of Bolivia has made known its decision to seek a solution 

to this problem by means of negotiation and for that purpose has consistently 

proposed to the Government of Chile that an open and constructive dialogue be 
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established. How could it be otherwise? We are joyfully witnessing the 

victory of negotiation, which, with each passing day, is bringing us closer to 

solving problems which only yesterday appeared insoluble. Consequently, we 

will continue to insist on the need for dialogue and on the fsith that 

inspires us in the search for a just solution in keeping with American 

brotherhood. 

The climate of &eat@ allows us to harbour the hope that dialogue and 

negotiation will prevail and peace and democracy will be definitively 

consolidated in the sister Republic of El Salvador. We welcome with 

satisfaction the result of the process of peacemaking in which we acknowledge 

the invaluable role played by the Organization and in particular by the 

Secretary-General. 

I wish to refer to other topics of great importance. The international 

community is aware that much remains to be done in order to defeat the scourge 

of drug trafficking. My country has cntributed substantially to this 

struggle. The concept of alternative development, which means replacing the 

coca economy by a diversified, internationally accepted alternative economy, 

was presented for the first time in this forum ‘y President Jaime Paz Zamora 

of Bolivia. 

Despite the efforts of Bolivians and help from various countries it is 

clear that programmes and mandates cannot be fulfilled without greater 

resources. The principle of collective or shared responsibility between 

producer and consumer States must be emphasized in this respect. Therefore, 

we have the obligation to add our voice to the continuing appeal for a prompt 

and effective increase of C inancial and technical resources, in order 
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adequately to carry out existing prograrmws nationally, regionally and world 

wide. 

The question of the environment is receiving particular attention from my 

Government. This position has been expressed in all international forums and 

concrete initiatives have been put forward which favour appropriate use of our 

natural resources and guarantee our peoples’ right to development. 

The continuing search for solutions to the problems of development, 

together with continuous innovation in increasingly sophisticated technology, 

have often caused us to lose sight of the need to set in motion mechanisms of 

interre?ationship between the environment and development based essentially on 

strategies that consolidate sustained economic growth. 

With the same ecumenical vision that the international community wishes 

to take in looking to the future and ridding the Earth’s inhabitable space of 

the blight of environmental neglect vith which we have lived until now, the 

President of Bolivia has declared an environmental moratorium of five years 

beginning in 1990 throughout the country’s territory. 

We are therefore looking forward vith great expectations to the United 

Naticns Conference on Environment and Development to be held in 1992 in Rio de 

Janeiro, where important and far-reaching agreements on this question will no 

doubt be arrived at. 

This is also a good time to recall that, at the Guadalajara summit 

meeting, President Paz Zamora proposed the creation of an Ibero-American fund 

for the development of indigenous peoples, with a view to resolving the 

pressing problems of those original peoples without resort to “Indian 

reservations”, or paternalistic compensation. 
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With the easing of international tensions which, emong other harmful 

effects. led us to a runaway arms race , we should harbour the hope that this 

Assembltf will initiate a genuine process of disarmament in order to benefit 

the reaf development priorities of our cowtries. Bolivia lends its most 

resolute support to that effort. 

Several initiatives have taken shape with a view to revitalising our 

Grganiaation. Some have been CompFehensive in scope. Others have been more 

moderate, seeking to give it an orientation which, without affecting the 

principles or functioning of the Charter, would make its procedures more 

functional. 

Bolivia, as a member of the Rio Group of Consultation, took an active 

part in the Group's deliberations on the revitalisation of the organs of the 

United Rations system and joined the consensus on the document which was 

submitted to the Secretary-General. We wish to reiterate our support for tbe 

conclusions set out in that document, most especially as regards strengthening 

the authority of the Secretary-General under the Charter, and as regards the 

need for appointments of senior officials in the Secretariat to be made so as 

to reflect the qualities of ability and efficiency of those who apply for 

them, rather than being the exclusive preserve of particular Members. 

Political and economic events that have occurred over a short span of 

time continue to astonish us and call for serious thought. We are facing a 

new world in which the old, rigid parameters no longer apply and in which 

sufficient space must be provided for new realities. The peoples of our 

countries are telling us, in different ways, what kind of world they hope to 

live in, and what kind of a future they wish to bequeath to future generations. 
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ADDRXSS BY MR, JGZSXP ADTALL, PRIMi MINISTRR OF THE REPUBLIC OP HUNGARY 

The PRESIDXNT (interpretatior from Arabic): The Assembly will now 

hear an address by the Prime Minister of the Republic 06 Hungary. 

Mr. Jozsef Antall. Prime h:iniar of the Republic of Runaarv. was 

escorted to the rostrum. 

The PRESIDERT (interpretation from Arabic): I have great pleasure 

in welcoming the Prime Minister of the Republic of Hungary, Mr. Jozsef Antall, 

and inviting him to address the General Assembly. 

Mr. AXTALL (Hungary): May I, first of all, express my sincere 

congratulations to you on your election as President of the United Nations 

General Assembly during its forty-oixth session. 

I wish to take this opportunity to welcome into our midst the 

representatives of the new Member States of the United Nations: those of the 

Baltic States. the two Xoreas, the Republic of the Marshall Islands and the 

Federated States of Micronesin. The presence of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 

signals not only the growing universality of the United Nations, but also the 

power of people's right to self-determination, a power which is able to 

surmount all difficulties. The message of this power is particularly timely 

in today's world. 

Three and a half decades have passed since the people of a small country 

in Central Europe stood up under the banner of freedom, independence and 

democracy to oppose communist dictatorship and foreign occupation: and as a 

last resort in their struggle, they cried out to the United Nations for help. 

Given the cold war confrontation at the time, the free world and the United 

Nations, apart from moral and political support, were unable to give effective 

assistance to the Hungarian revolution and fight for national freedom. 
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Thirty-five years ago, Soviet tanks rolled in unhampered and triumphed over 

the right of the Hungarian people to self-determination. 

Here and now, I must extend my gratitude to those diplomats who, in the 

autumn of 1956 and for years afterwards. worked so hard to make known to the 

world the justness of the Hungarian revolution. Those of us uho tried then to 

provide the world Grganization with information <ram Hungary really know what 

the United Nations meant at that time: it meant the only chance for the 

hopeful and it was a forum and a link to the free world even for the 

sceptics. Those who came to our aid in those difficult times deserve our most 

heartfelt thanks. 

I believe I may say with no small measure of pride that the objectives of 

October 1956 have been fulfilled: Hungary has accomplished its change of 

system in accordance with the will of its people, expressed in free 

elections. My country has indeed become free, independent and democratic, and 

these profound changes are irreversible. 

In June of this year, the last units of Soviet troops left our country. 

Hungary has thus regained its sovereignty. which had been practically 

non-existent since March 1944, and now its people can effectively exercise 

their right to self-determination. 

For more than seven decades the world waited for the moment when 

communism would collapse. My Government took the initiative in the endeavours 

of the former communist countries to dismantle the Warsaw Treaty Organisation, 

the military-political bloc that was completely alien to their people but upon 

whom it was forced. However, the fall of communism in Europe caught the 

democratic world unprepared. It was not ready to face the problems emerging 

in the region nor equipped to solve them. 
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Dramatically, in addition to cormnunlsm, another totalitarian ayltsm, that 

of fascism and national socialism, also afflicted the generations of our 

century. Those generations suffered from the consequence8 of the incapacity 

for action against the 1917 Bolshevik ~pup, from the defeatist policy 

following the Hitlerite takeover and from the international arrangement8 that 

followed. They suffered because, politically, there was a lack of resolve and 

determination, and the world had to pay dearly for this. No L4uQQUA.k of 

any kind can absolve a generation from observing certain fundamental political 

and moral notma, because otherwise - in the absence of timely action against a 

totalitarian system - millions will perish. This is the lesson of the 

twentieth century. 

Today Hungary has a functioning parliamentary democracy based on a 

multi-party system, organically linked to the political structure of the 

democratic countries of Europe and North America. As in other States founded 

on the rule of law, the full exercise of human rights and fundamental freedoms 

in our country is guaranteed by laws and regulations, in accordance with 

international norms and standards. 

The recent past has seen fundamental and beneficial changes in the system 

of international relations. The East-West division, built on 

ideological-military confrontation, and the age of the cold war have come to 

an end. 
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In the view of the Hungarian Government, such tried and tested European 

structures as the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, the European Community 

and the Cauncil of Europe are among the major pillars of security and 

stability in Europe. Thesa efficient organiaationa arB attractive to peoples 

and nations because they provide them with effective guarantees for their 

security and economic and aocisl development. Hungary lends full eupport to 

their role and mission. We welcome the endeavours of these organitationa and 

deem it of fundamental importance to build substantive relations with the new 

democracies of the central and eastern European regions. 

The adoption of the Charter of Paris, which was a culmination of the 

Helsinki process, has opened a new chapter in the life of Europe, the 

continent moat adversely affected by the division following the Second World 

War, having suffered for decades from its consequences. The document, based 

on common Euro-Atlantic values that link the participating States, may become 

a genuine code of pan-European cooperation. 

The promising process of a peaceful, prosperous, free and democratic 

Europe is seriously threatened by such conflict situations as that which we 

are witnessing, for instance, in Yugoslavia. There, the remnants of the 

communist-nationalist dictatorship, which have not yet been fully defeated, 

are facing the forces of democracy: the aspirations of intermingled nations 

for self --determination are ever more manifest; the legitimate claims of 

nations and minorities for autonomy are stifled; and, on top of all this, the 

army has shrugged off constitutional control. Conscious of the threat to the 

security and stability of Europe, and feeling a special sense of 

responsibility for the half-Tillion Hungarians living in Yugoslavia, Hungary 

is following the trayic events in that country with the deepest concern. 
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There is a mistaken belief among the world public that in Yugoslavia 

there is a cease-fire violated by sporadic incidents in towns with unknown 

names. In reality, however, there is a cruel, ongoing war there. There is 

massive mobilisation, and recruits are being sent to fight untrained in a 

conflict in which they do not wish to take part. This mobilisation was 

condemned by the constitutionally elected President of that country. That is 

why hundreds and thousands of young people of all nationalities are fleeing 

across the Yugoslavian borders to avoid the draft and a senseless death. The 

Croatian and Hungarian civilian populations are being chased from their homes. 

The number of refugees from Yugoslavia - beyond those who came to our country 

earlier from elsewhere - is already around 30,000. But only 10 per cent of 

that number are Hungarian nationals. Hungary has had increasi..rg difficulties 

in coping with the vast amount of related human and material problems. 

It is of fundamental interest to us to see that a solution in our 

southern neighbour’s territory be achieved by political means, democratically, 

and in full conformity with the United Nations Charter and the principles of 

the Helsinki Final Act and the Charter of Paris. Like other participants in 

the Conference on Security and Co operation in Europe (CSCE), my Government 

supports the mediation efforts of the European Community, including the work 

of the peace conference in The Hague. In this connection, I deem it nrt’essary 

to underscore that, in addition to the involvement of the republics of 

Yugoslavia, the institutional involvement of the representatives of the 

Albanian, Hungarian and other ethnic communities concerned, and due 

consideration of their legitimate aspirations, are indispensable to the 

settlement of the conflict. We maintain the v iew that only the simultaneous 

implementation of the right of peoples to self -determination, universal human 
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rights and the rights of national minorities can bring a lasting solution to 

the crisis in Yugoslavia. 

We welcome United Nations Security Council resolution 713 (19911, which 

describes the crisis in Yugoslavia as constituting a threat to international 

peace and security; voices concern over the consequences ~;f the conflict for 

the countries of the region, in particular in the border areas of neighbouring 

countriest recalls that no territorial changes within Yugoslavia brought about 

by violence are acceptablet and fully supports the efforta for peace of the 

European Cossnunity under the auspices of the CSCE. 

We are convinced that the international cormsunity and all those who take 

an active part in the search for peace in Yugoslavia should draw the 

appropriate conclusions from the state of affairs caused by the brutal use of 

force, and should base their behaviour on the reality of the situation. It is 

of universal interest that the crises and tensions in Europe be settled as 

soon as possible and that a united and consolidated Europe emerge as a 

stabilizing force for the adjoining regions and beyond. In this process, the 

United Nations will also face great challenges in the coming years. 

Looking beyond Europe, we can generally ObS8rVe the continuation of the 

positive processes and changes already under way. The bipolar world has 

become a multipolar one. The end of the cold war has made it possible for 

question8 of regional conflict, which had been a field of sharp confrontation 

and rivalry, to become elements of cooperation between tht- great Powers. 

These developments open up more favourable prospects for political solutions 

to the destabilising regional conflicts. 

Paradoxically, the beginning of the new era is marked by the creation of 

a vast coalition of nations in connection with a war - the war in the Gulf. 
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Wo conaider that thm unprecodmated concerted internmtioaal action 8imad at 

upholding international law during the Gulf cririm ~88 the Iirmt practical, 

port-cold war sanifeetation of cooperation based on global partnership. We 

look upon the expetienccl of that war aa both a milestone and a precedent in 

respect to the conflict management porribilltier and involvomont of the United 

Nationr. It wea actually the firat time mince the ortablimhment of thm world 

Orgeniration that the observance of the principle6 guiding inter-State 

relationa wa8 enforced by all necasrary moanaJ in other wordo, that the 

hitherto nominal function of the United Nations system of collective rrecurity 

wan put into practice. 
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In this context, wa. as a member of the family of democratic nations, are 

proud of having made a contribution - small in scope. but in conformity with 

our modest possibilities - to tbe victory of the allied forces which liberated 

occupied Kuwait. 

We are convinced that the sanctions against Iraq should be maintained so 

long as the Iraqi Government fails to comply fully with all its obligations 

under the resolutions of the Security Council. 

A specific consequence of tbe Gulf war is that it has created more 

favourable conditions for a negotiated settlement of the decades-old conflict 

in the Middle East. We are hopeful that on the basis of tbe relevant 

resolutions of the Security Council, and as a result of modifications 

occurring in the positions and attitudes of the parties concerned, the 

obstacles to tbe establishment of a comprehensive, just and lasting peace can 

be removed. For our part, we support resolutely the idea of convening a 

Middle East peace conference and the concurrent beginning of direct talks 

between the parties concerned in the conflict. 

The principle of the self-determination of peoples cannot be applied 

selectively. Peace in the Middle East can be brought about, $$, on 

the basis of that principle. It is urgent, therefore, that the General 

Assembly revoke its resolution on Zionism adopted in 1975. Zionism is tbe 

Jewish people's philosophy of self-determination and the establishment of 

their owa State. The resolution to which I have referred thus calls into 

question those fundamental rights of the Jewish people. 

With the ideas of freedom and democracy gaining more and more ground, 

human rights and the rights of minorities are increasingly finding their 

legitimate place in relations between States at the end of the twentieth 

century. Accordingly, the priorities of Hungarian foreign policy include the 
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international protoctioa of human rights and fundamental freedoms, along with 

the unequivocal accountability of States for their voluntarily assumed 

obligations, irrespective of where violations of these rights and freedoma 

occur. This policy is inseparably linked with afforts to promote joint 

international action for the effective protection >f the rights of national 

minorities. 

Along with other democratic States, we resolutely maintain the view that 

violations of human rights and minority rights cannot be considered as an 

exclusively internal affair of the country concerned. Most recently, the 

United Nations has achieved notable results in favourably influencing the 

attitude of Governments that have rejected the lawful call for international 

scrutiny. It is regrettable, however, that the principle that the United 

Nations proceeds legitimately in ensuring respect for human rights has not yet 

gained universal acceptance. In our view, Governments should see a helping 

hand, rather than an accusing finger, in such actions by the United Nations. 

In line with those same considerations, we support the holding of the World 

Conference on Human Rights in 1993 in Rerlin. 

For seven decades now, one third of all Hungarians, several million of 

them - one of the largest national minorities in Europe - have been living 

beyond the borders of our country. In keeping with its international 

commitments, the Hungarian Government devotes special attention to the fate of 

Hungarians and all other minorities, and to their enjoyment of human and 

minority rights. We support and press for giving the international community 

a role to play in the realisation of those rights. Therefore, in cases of 

violations of these rights, we shall not hesitate to seek assistance in 

international forums, in addition to our bilateral relations, to establish 

responsibility and redress violations of human rights. 
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In the prevailing international situation, which is transitional in many 

respects but is basically of a favourable character, the world Organiration is 

now for the first time since it was established in a position to live up in 

practice to the principle8 and purposes enshrined in its Charter. The results 

and successes recently achieved in the maintenance of international peace and 

security have earned the United Nations the growing confidence of the 

international community and have created a stronger demand that the world 

Organisation increase its involvement and activities. The outstanding role of 

the outgoing Secretary-General is duly recognised, and I wish to express to 

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar the sincere and well-earned appreciation of my 

Government for a decade of activity. 

The changes in international politics have created a new :ituation for 

the United Nations. The present structure of the Organisation is still a 

reflection of the world as it developed after the Second World War. Today, it 

must meet new challenges and must face new tasks, which calls for a reform of 

the world Organization and for its adaptation to the changing circumstances. 

The power of the United Nations is only as great as the power Member States 

are willing to assign it. However, Member States, and the major Powers among 

them, should lend the United Nations the proper amount of power, so that the 

Organisation can have not only rights, but also the capacity to enforce them. 

The world Organization has never had to bear such responsibilities and it has 

never had as possibilties as great as those it has now in the wake of the 

disintegration of the bipolar world. 

We welcome as a new manifestation of the sense of responsibility of the 

major Powers the concrete and bold initiative announced the other day by 

President George Bush of the United States, on a significant reduction in his 

country’s nuclear arsenal. It is also promising that a similar will has been 
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indicated on the part of the Soviet leaderahip. We believe that such measures 

are clear signs of the advance of a new and more secure world and that the 

other nuclear Powers will follow suit. 

In the decades surrounding the turn of the century, the United Nations 

will unquestionably have to play a greater role than ever before. It will 

have to face such global challeagea as the conversion of military industry to 

meet peaceful demands, the reduction of the shocking differences in economic 

developasent, the population explosion, the degradation of the natural 

environment, the world-wide enforcement of human rights, and other ianportant 

iaauea. 

The United Nations can contribute effectively to the solution of all 

these global challenges only if it develops into an up to-date, dynamic, 

flexible and potent organiaatioo. The Hungarian Government will support with 

all the mean8 at its disposal this steady process of change. 
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m (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of the 

General A,ssembly, I virh to thank the Prime Minister of ihe Republic of 

Hungary for the statement he has just made. 

m. Jorsef AnbU, Prime Mio&&~r of the Republic of Hm ww 

~scortedffom them. 

UK. AL-W (Syrian Arab Republic) (interpretation from Arabic): 

It gives me great pleaaure, Sir, to congratulate you on your election to the 

presidency of the forty-sixth session of the General Assembly. particularly as 

your brotherly country, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and mine, Syria, share 

ties of common history and kinship. 

I should also like to take this opportunity to express our appreciation 

of what your predecessor, Mr. Guido de Marco, achieved in guiding the vork of 

the for’y-fifth seaaioa of the General Assembly. We wish his friendly 

country, Malta, progress and prosperity. 

It gives me great pleasure to express to the Secretary-General, 

Mr. Javier Perez de Ccellar, our appreciation of the efforts he has been 

making for the establishment of peace and security in the world and the 

promotion of the principles and objectives of the United Nations. 

Syria welcomes the admission of both the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Korea and the Republic of Korea to the United Nations. We are confident of 

their positive contribution in achieving and consolidating international 

cooperation and security, as well as progress and prosperity for the friendly 

people of Korea. In view oi the Syrian Arab Republic’s belief in the right of 

peoples to self-determination and the right of every people freely to choose 

their political system, Syria welcomes the admission of Estonia, Latvia, 

Lithuania, the Marshall Islands and the Federated States of Micronesia to our 

international Organisation. 
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The nsjor international developmentr which commenced in the mid-19BOr 

have reached their pinnacle in recent wnths, thus opening a new chapter in 

contemporary political history. Although it is too early to make categorical 

judqementr on the reaaona underlying there developmentr and their far-reaching 

effects, it in clear that the main driving force behind them is the ascendance 

of peoples’ desire to reqsin their freedom and independence and exercise the 

right to self-determination. 

Ia this context, the world has witnessed radical changes in the States of 

eastern Europe. Germany has restored its unity and the three Baltic States 

have declared their independence. Change still continues in the Soviet Union 

and in Yugoslavia. 

If tensions arise and acts of violence whose motivation are not related 

to national feelings or the riqht to the self-determination of peoples occur, 

they are in reality an expression of frustration and disappointment resulting 

from the failure to realise the aspirations of the peoples concerned, 

particularly with regard to their standard of living. 

The lessons that can be gleaned at a national level from the outcome of 

these major changes is that freedom and bread are two basic needs for both 

individuals and society. They are indivisible: neither can be sacrificed for 

the sake of the other. The balance between bread and freedom constitutes the 

foundation of the balance between man’s material and spiritual needs and the 

pillar of social peace. 

On the international level, the most significant lesson is that people’s 

right to self-determination is a driving force that cannot be curbed, that 

foreign occupation is bound to fail and has to be brought to an end and that 

the principles of international law and international legality cannot be 
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ignored or dealt with through the adoption of double etanderdr. Only on the 

basis of these firm pfinCiplO6 can world peace be established. 

Syria, which is an important part of a nation, authentic in its history 

and civili6ation, and which ha6 for decades been facing continuous occupation 

end aggression, finds in these new international chaages a historic 

opportunity to rectify those situations in our region that have gone awry, to 

clarify facts that have been distorted, to re6)tore land that has been 

occupied, rights that have been usurped, end to participate in establishing a 

just and comprehensive psace in this region. 

Israel ha6 exploited the year6 of the cold war, and indeed encouraged it , 

to obtain the most enormou6 military and economic assistance in the history of 

international relations, under the pretext that it is the guardian of Western 

interests in the face of the Soviet tide and Conxnunist infiltration in the 

Middle East. The progrsnxne of United States aid to Israel alone has exceeded 

the total value of the Marshall Plan for the whole of Europe. In contra6t, 

the Arabs reaped nothing from the successive waver of the cold war - in which 

they had no say - but more Israeli occupation of their land and the 

86’ ;blishment of Jewish settlements on that land, without any international 

deterrence. 

The United Nations resolution equating Zionism with racism was adopted as 

a result of Israeli occupation of Arab territories and Isrsel’s continuing 

persecution of, and discrimination against, Arabs in all walks of life. The 

call for repealing the resolution requires, p Priori, eliminating the 

substantive causes which prompted the United Nations to adopt it - that is, 

terminating the Israeli occupation of Arab lands and enabling the Palestinian 

people to enjoy their right to self-determination. 
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t-mm, &.ximLhEbb. Ra?u!.?l ic 1 
Throughout their long history, the Arabs never indulged in any kind of 

racial discrimination against any ethnic or religious minority which lived 

among them. For hundreds of years, Jews lived among Muslim Arabs during which 

time they never experienced any form of ethnic, racial or religious 

discrimination or oppression. On the contrary, they lived in grace and 

dignity to the extent that when the Arabs left Spain in the fifteenth century 

the Jews chose to leave together with the Arabs because they did not enjoy 

security or equality outside the Arab environment. The question that 

persistently poses itself is this: Whereas the Arabs treated the Jews 

throughout history with such complete tolerance, does the world register how 

much the Arabs have endured in racial discrimination and oppression during 

Israel’s short history? 

In spite of all this, the Arabs want peace, along with all nations of the 

world. What the Arabs want is the implementation of United Nations 

resolutions, no more and no less. However , the rulers in Israel resist peace 

efforts with all the power and influence they can muster here and there. 

Instead of abiding by the Charter and resolutions of the United Nations to 

which they owe their very existence, they cling to a futile ideology based on 

expansion and the uprooting of Arabs, and thus sow the seeds of hatred and 

bloodshed in the region. 

It is a strange paradox that Israel should demand that the United States 

finance the building of the new settlements in the occupied Arab territories 

while at the same time it claims that it wants peace, Peace and the 

usurpation of the land of other peoples land cannot coexist. There is no 

doubt that this paradox will become clearer when the American taxpayer in 

particular discovers the reality of what the Israeli occupation has caused: 
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about half a million Syrians uprooted from the cities of the Golan, people 

which to date have been unable to return to their homes! snd a quartsr of a 

million Palestinian refugees in Syria. Added to this, over 2 million 

Palestinians who continue to live in the diaspora and are denied the right to 

return to their homes and properties in which their fathers and forebears 

lived uninterruptedly for centuries. The question we have to ask is this: 15 

it fair to continue to ignore the right of return to those uprooted Arabs 

while large waves of Jewish inwnigrants continuously push to take their place 

and settle in a land that neither their fathers nor grandfathers ever lived in 

at any point in time7 Doen not this paradox simply reveal that double 

standards are being adopted7 Worse still, does not this paradox encapsulate 

racist concepts negating the rights of the Arab individual? 

The major obstacle in the way of the peace process at this point does not 

simply stem from Israeli preconditions yis-b-vb Paleatinian representation 

and occupied Arab Al Quds for attending the peace process. Rather, it stems 

from Israel’s narrow vision of the post-cold-war ard post-Gulf-war era. Syria 

believes, together with the Arabs and the international community, that the 

post-cold-war and the post-Gulf-War era have opened the door to peace and 

offered an historic opportunity to achieve a just and comprehensive settlement 

in the Middle East based Zen international legality, resolutions of the United 

Rations, and the right of peoples to self-determination. As for Israel, it is 

sparing no effort in closing every door that may lead to peace. It is 

intensifying the building of settlements. ThUS, it exploits the open door to 

intensive Soviet Jewish emigration, on the one hand, and the deep wound 

inflicted on the Arab nation by the Iraqi occupation of Kuwait, on the other. 
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The official opening of a new settlem~ nt in the occupied territories by 

the head of the Israeli Government last week and his statement that the 

building of settlements will extend to the far horixon are unequivocal proof 

of Israel’s intentiono to sabotage peace efforts. 

We in Syria, under the leadership of President Hofer Al-Assad, are 

determined to engage in the battle for peace until the end. There will he no 

retreat from our stand, no compromise on our lands and riqhta. Our demands 

are legitimate and are supported by international law and by United Nationa 

resolutions. Our cause is just and is aupported by both our people and the 

international community at large. 

Lebanon’s restoration of its national unity, constitutional institutions 

and a large degree of its security and normtl life is a source of great 

satisfaction to the international community, in general, and to my country, 

Syria, in particular. 

Until recently, many prominent world politicians hao believed that 

Lebanon, which had been engulfed in chaos, strife and bloodahed for the past 

16 years, was a hopeless case to the extent that the word “Lebanization” in 

the political dictionary began to be applied to any intractable situation that 

faced any large or small country in the world. 

The cooperation of my country with Lebanon, with which we enjoy bonds of 

kinship, history and common destiny, was a crucial factor that helped 

brotherly Lebanon recover from its plight, restore its sovereignty and 

integrity and resume its role in the Arab and international arenas. 

What Lebanon now needs is resolute supnort by the world community that 

would, on the one hand, implement Security Council resolution 425 (1973). 

calling for the unconditional withdrawal of Israel from southern Lebanon and, 

on the other, contribute to Lebanon's reconstruction and rehabilitation. 
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(Hr. Al-Share. Syrian Arab ReDublic) 

As for the situatioti in Afghanistan. we believe that national 

reconciliation encompassing all Afghan parties voiilcl be the most favourable 

way to reach a solution acceptable to all sides in the conflict. In this 

cOntext, we welcome tbe efforts to reach a comprehensive political settlement 

of the conflict in accordance with the latest General Assembly resolution, the 

g:oposals of the Secretary-General and the recent joint Soviet-United States 

declaration. 



BRS/CSrn A/46/PW. 16 
41 

(Mr Al-SheraL Re ublfc) 

With respect to the question of Cyprus, Syria, which enjoys historic ties 

of friendship with this neighbouring country, silpparts the efforts of the 

Secretary-General and the peace initiatives aimed at convening an 

international conference to be attended by all parties concerned in order to 

work out a solution to the Cyprus question, on the basis of United Nations 

resolutions, which would safeguard 'the unity of Cyprus, its independence, 

territorial integrity and the interests of all its citizens. 

With respect to the situation in South Africa, the achievements made to 

date still fall short of the objectives to which the people of South Africa 

aspire. That is vhy the world community is called upon to continue exerting 

pressure ou the Pretoria regime until all manifestations of apartheid are 

abolished, and the people of South Africa are enabled to exercise their right 

to self-determination. 

The peoples of the world place great hopes in the United Nations, 

especially after ti recent international developments and the end of the cold 

war. It is the hope of these peoples that the end of the cold war signifies 

the end of the paralysis that afflicted our international Organisation. 

We, in Syria, believe that the United Nations, with its Charter and 

principles, is a guarantor of international peace and security and of putting 

a definitive end to occupation and aggression. We also expect that the new 

international order to be just must express the aspirations of our peoples and 

must be established in the context of the United Nations, in accordance with 

its principles and Charter. We hope for a better tomorrow in which all the 

peoples of the world will enjoy freedom, justice. prosperity and peace. 
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Mr. MALMTBRCA PEOLI (Cuba) (interpretation from Spanish): We are 

extremely happy to welcome the admission to membership of the United Nations 

at '&is forty-sixth session of the General Assembly the sister Democratic 

People's Republic of Korea, with which we share this moment of well-deserved 

jubilation; the Republics of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia, to which we 

express again our seesire to maintain our ties of friendship and collaboration 

with their emerqenco as independent countries: and the Republic of the 

Marshall Islands, the Republic of Korea. and the Federated States of 

Micronesia. 

We congratulate Ambassador Samir Shihabi on his election to the 

presidency of the General Assembly at this session and we assure him that our 

delegation will cooperate fully with him with a view to ensuring the success 

of his important work. 

Today's world hardly resembles yesterday's world. The global imbalance 

of forces in favour of hegemonism that led to a unipolar world aroused the 

concern of many countries - and not only the small and underdeveloped ones. 

There has been a rather fat file in the past few years on the use of force as 

a way of solving international conflicts. The so-called end of the cold war; 

the process of harmonization and cooperation between East ana West; the 

collapse of socialism in Eastern and Central Europe; the structural crisis in 

the Soviet Union, which today is discussing what its future will look like; 

the fashioning of a single military super-Power, the United States - all this 

paints a very dangerous picture that greatly disturbs the poor and 

underdeveloped countries of the South. Yet we have to examine the 

complexities of this new reality in depth, without fear. realising that over 

the long term there is no force in the world that can crush the desire for 

freedom and independence of any people, however small it may be. Ristory is 
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made by the peopleor it ta not simply written down on the mepa at military 

headquartera. 

It is true that the world has changed. But what has changed for the 

hundreds of millions of persons living in a state of dire poverty? In 1990 

alone, 14 million children died of hunger, cold, and diseases that were 

curable. What has changed for the wretched economies of most of the countries 

of the third world, which are in debt rind starving, living in a state of 

permanent crisis and subjected to the tortures of unequal terms of trade and 

the cruel pieties of the powerful? 

We can be happy about the end of the East-West confrontation because it 

removes the danger of nuclear holocaust. But the East wants to become the 

North, and the South is still the South. The contradictions between the 

developed North and the underdeveloped South are increasing. Hence, we must 

ask ourselves: what can the poor people expect fron. this agreement between 

the powerful7 That is the reality we must face. 

At their recent Ministerial Conference held in Accra, the capital of 

Ghana, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries reaffirmed their decision to 

continue the struggle to ensure the reali-cetion of their original principles, 

and they stated that the problems of undlrdevelopment and poverty are among 

the major factors that can threaten peace and security. They added that 

without peace it is impossible to strugqle for development, and without the 

development of the peoples of the developing countries of the world it is 

impossible even to conceive of honourable and real peace - peace for 

everyone. That is the peace that our people want - a worthy, real, honourable 

peace that will enable us to work for our development.* 

-- 

l Mr. Sanoussi (Guinea), Vice-President, took the Chair. 
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The United Nation8 must prepare itself to carry out, in these nsw 

conditions of the world today, the role set for it by its founders. Thus, it 

must go through a process of democratisation in all of its bodies, 

psrticularly those which, under the powers conferred on them by virtue of the 

Charter, have a greater role to play in carrying out Borne of the purposes that 

led to the establishment of the Organiration. Such is the cane with the 

Security Council, which is governed by the anachronistic and dangerous veto 

pow0 r , which is an obstacle to the supreme functions of the General Assembly 

and which thereby makes a mockery of the will of the majority of the 

international conmnunity. 

This process should apply to the economic and social sectors of the 

United Nations, given the very important role that the Organization has to 

play in the restructuring and changing of the current system of international 

economic relations, replacing th8m by a just and fair system. 

It is necessary to revitalize the Secretariat and the intergovernmental 

mechanisms in the economic and social spheres, SO that they may really be able 

to contribute to the socio-economic development of the developing countries 

through international cooperation. They would thereby be carrying out one of 

the basic purposes and principles of the United Nations. 

Moreover, we must work together to strengthen and revitalize the Economic 

and Social Council. A strengthened Council, with universal membership, would 

be better able to take up the new challenges that the pressing needs of the 

developing countries present, not only to the United Nations but to all of the 

bodies and agencies that are part of its system. 

The United Nations must contribute in a definite way to the solution of 

several conflicts that are still weighing on the conscience of mankind. 
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The Palestinian people are still crying out for the right to exercise 

their inalienable rights end to achieve an independent life am a sovereign 

State io Palestine. Cuba believes that the cooveoia9 of an international 

peace conference on the Middle Eeat, under the auspices of the United Nations, 

and with the participation of all parties concerned, ioClUdiDC3 the Palestine 

Liberation Organiration (PLO) snd Israel, is still the only real option that 

the international cormnunity has. 

He welcome the progress made by the South African national liberation 

movement in its struggle to eradicate apartheid and achieve a majority 

government, a non-racial and democratic government, based on the principle of 

“one man, One vote”. 

Similarly, we support the talks which, through the good offices of the 

Secretary-General, have been going on between the FKLN and the Government of 

El Salvador to find a real, lasting, peaceful solution to the tragedy of that 

brother people, without any outside interference or pressure. The agreement 

recently concluded in New York uas an example of what can be accomplished 

through such talks. 

We would urge that by the year 2000 the process of decolonisation be 

completed. It was begun just after the Second World War, with the accession 

to independence of all non-self-governing countries, and we would now welcome 

the accession to self-determination and independence of all, including our 

sister island of Puerto Rico, which is Latin American and Caribbean. 

We support the Secretary-General’s efforts to implement the United 

Nations agreements aimed at achieving a final solution to the conflicts in 

Cambodia and Afghanistan and the effective decolonisation of Western Sahara. 
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Q!lr. Malmierca Peol.r. Cuba f 1 

We are encouraged here by the growing awareneaa of the neeB for unity and 

integration among the peoples of the third uorld. One great esample of this 

uas the recently concluded first Ibex-o-American susrsit conference in 

Guadalajara, Mexico. That was the first meeting in the history of those 

peoples that was convened and held apart from the will of the United States. 

We would like to repeat here before the General Assembly what we said in 

the Security Council to the effect that the people of Yugoslavia must 

themselves, without foreign interference. settle the differences that they 

have, and they must thereby achieve lasting peace, ensuring the united and 

non-aligned nature of their country. 

We must condemn the latest military coup in liaiti. which is seeking to 

reverse the democratic process which, only seven months ago, brought 

Pather Jean-Bertrand Aristide to the presidency. The people of Haiti. the 

first in Latin America and the Caribbean to achieve independence, will triumph 

over their enemies. 

Traditionally, when we have spoken from this rostrum we have focused on 

analysing the international situation and we have often referred to the 

situation in my ovn country. On this occasion we wish to speak about Cuba. 

for recent international events aa the continuation of the aggressive, 

hysterical campaign by the United States Administration against Cuba oblige us 

t0 a0 SO. 

The expectations after the initial euphoria that some felt over the 

collapse of the socialist model as it was applied in Eastern Europe are 

growing daily - in particular, the expectations about this small but gigantic 

bastion of socialism that is called Cuba. So now, what is going to happen to 

Cuba? Enemies and friends of the Cuban revolution are asking this guestion. 

To disabuse the former, and as the latter are well aware, let us say to the 
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(t4r. Mskmierca PeoJ,L Cube) 

Asrembly that the Cuban revolution was not just the result of a little 

Chrirtmas preeent. It did not come to Havana on a tank manned by foreiynersr 

it came on war transportation which had been seiaed by our fighters from the 

enemies of the people. It was the culmination of a long process, 100 years of 

struggle, by our people for our freedom and independence. 

The forty-sixth session of the General Assembly has on its agenda an item 

dealing with the economic, conwnercial and financial embargo imposed by the 

United States of America against Cuba, and 80 we feel it our duty to offer the 

Assembly aome background information about that blockade and to describe to 

members some of its consequences. 

The historical background of the blockade has to be sought in the 

promulgation on 17 May 1959 of the law on agrarian reform. That law helped 

250,000 rural families, but it affected North American interests, who owned 

most of the land in our country. So isnnediately the United States Government 

began its policy of pressure, using its privileged economic relations to try 

to blackmail our people. February of 1962 the United States Government 

decided on a total trade embargo on Cuba, prohibiting the importing of 

products of Cuban origin and of all products from or through Cuba, and in 1964 

it banned the supply of food and medicine, thus making it a total blockade. 

It has been estimated that the damage done to our economy over the 30 years of 

this blockade amounted to over $15 billion worth of resources. 

Unfortunately - although no well-informed persou would be surprised by 

this - the result is that after listening to man:{ persons soeak here, who for 

various reasons support an end to the blockade ?.gainst Cuba, since they 

consider it to be an anachronism and immoral, the North Americans decreed - 
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l vetn after thim forty-sixth reamion of tho General Ammembly had begun - new 

provisions which go mo far they make it8 coercive action agaiomt Cuba almost 

irrational. 

Arbitrary economic limits have been impomed, firmt of all on United 

Statem companies involved in procedurem and transportation that make it 

possible for Cubans uho live on United Statsm territory to meet with family 

momberm who live in Cuba. In the last few yearm, Cuba has establimhed 

systematic and unequivocal meanurea to facilitate such meetings, and the North 

American Administration has taken a very hypocritical stand regarding them and 

has unleashed the vilest calumny. Yet now it is the United States that ia 

using fallacious arguments virtually to cancel such meetings. This is a 

totalitarian and abusive action of State intervention and simply does not take 

into accowt the damaging consequences that it will have from the humanitarian 

standpoint. 
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In his atatement ta the General Assembly in 1960, President Fidel Castro 

stated that at the beginning of this century: 

“After two years of military occupation of our country, something 

unexpected occurred. Just when the Cuban people, through a Constituent 

Assembly, were drafting the basic law of the Republic, another act was 

passed by the United States Congress, an act proposed by Senator Platt, 

of unhappy memory for Cuba, in which it was laid down that a rider was to 

be attached to the Cuban Constitution whereby the United States 

Government would be granted the right to intervene in Cuban political 

affairs and, in addition, the right to lease certain parts of Cuban 

territory for naval bases or coaling stations.” (Official Ret- of tb_a 

General Assembly4 Fifteenth Session. Plenary Meetings, 872nd Meeting, 

para. 67). 

Years later, after a long struggle by the Cuban people, the Platt Amendment 

was repealed, but the naval base at Guantanamo, which resulted from it during 

the North American military occupation of Cuba, is still on our territory. It 

is an affront to the national dignity of the Cuban people, and we have 

repeatedly demanded that the land illegally occupied in Cuba be returned to it. 

Cuba's name has been mentioned several times dciing the general debate at 

this forty-sixth session of the General Assembly. In his far from brilliant 

debut as the supreme leader of the fate and actions of all the peoples on 

Earth, the North American President, who had promised representatives a 

different kind of speech, indulged in his usual anti-Cuban litany. Once 

again, he assumed the role of interpreter of the feelings of the Cuban people, 

giving free rein to this sick obsession with us. Nevertheless, it must be 
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(Mr. Malmierca Peoli. Cuba) 

admitted that, despite all his raving, this setting is a little more 

appropriate than the golf courses from which he usually pronounces judgements 

on major international events. 

In his verdict - whose content is closely akin to the intolerance and 

ridicule of a neo-McCarthyism that is as far-reaching as the Inquisition was - 

the President of the United States condemned my country's social system, 

insulted our Government and offended our entire people. This is the new 

imperial Olympians' view of the new era of harmony and concord they want us to 

enter. 

It is incredible that in these times and here in the United Nations those 

who are directly responsible for the existence in the world today of the most 

inhuman system of exploitation and plunder , which has plunged almost 

100 nations into conditions of abject poverty never before experienced by 

mankind, should dare to preach sermons and lecture to us on democracy and 

human and political rights. It is incredible that those who want to make a 

crusade out of democracy have for years based their policies on force, 

threats, pressure end blackmail, have destabilised so many nations and States, 

have imposed dirty wars on them, have tried to bring them to their knees by 

hunger or economic violence. or have simply invaded them. 

It is incredible that they are trying to sell us violence, exploitation, 

brutality and crime as a model for society. Those that defend the so-called 

intrinsic good of the market-economy system forget that almost all the 

underdeveloped countries are using that model and that for most of their 

peoples this has meant infinite wretchedness, unemployment. lack of health 

care, hunger, illiteracy, marginalization and the most horrible social 

scourges. They forget also that within this opulent North American society 

more than 33 mfllion human beings, most of them black and Hispanic, are living 
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(Mr. Malmierca Peoli. Cuba) 

in abject poverty: that millions of children are abandoned, abused or 

subjected to violence; that more and more old people are defenceless. They 

forget that this is the society with the highest crime rate in the world: that 

this is now the world centre for organiring that evil drug-trafficking chain 

which has become a virtual supra-national business; and that this is the major 

consi:-er of cocaine, heroin, crack and marijuana in the world. 

Perhaps it is because our people know these facts that they so solidly, 

strongly and resolutely support our political system, our Government and our 

revolution. 

The aim is to deny our people the right to live and work under the social 

system they have chosen through free and sovereign decisions such as the 

referendum in which 98 per cent of the Cuban people voted by secret ballot 

when our socialist Constitution mas submitted to our population. 

Even under the conditions of underdevelopment from which we started, and 

even though for over 36 years we have been subjected to all kinds of 

aggression - the most brutal and inhuman form being the economic and trade 

blockade, which was designed to suffocate us - Cuba has had extraordinary 

success in the economic, political, social, scientific and cultural areas. 

Let me mention a few of our achievements: equality in a society in which all 

have equal rights and opportunities: safety: stability; social coexistence on 

a broad popular base; and forms of participatory democracy that are very 

strong and innovative. We can indeed say that ours is a society of solidarity 

and justice. Ethical and moral principles prevail and national dignity is an 

irreversible principle. Hence, we have a very deep spirit of 

internationalism, as is evident from the fact that we send thousands of 

doctors, technicians and teachers to work without pay in more than 

30 countries of the third world. 
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In our country, the main social services, such as health, education and 

culture, are free. One hundred per cent of our people are entitled to social 

security. Income is distributed fairly and equitably and there is no 

exploitation or abuse. That is why we do not have children who are abandoned, 

who are beggars; we do not have old people who are defenceless: we do not have 

people who are marginalited. We have never encouraged consumerism. Our 

country has established an impressive social, health. education and production 

infrastructure. We can state that a8 a result of our revolution the people of 

Cuba have achieved a standard of living comparable to that of many developed 

countries - but in our country there are far fewer cases of violence, 

delinquency snd crime and we do not produce, distribute or use drugs. 

The llnited Nations Development Programme and such bodies as the World 

Health Organisation and the United Nations Children’s Fund which study the 

main social indicators at the international level have pointed out the 

indisputable fact that in these indicators Cuba is at a level similar to that 

of most developed countries, and on an even higher level than some of them. 

Some vi ta1 indicators, of transcendental social importance - such as infant 

mortality, mortality of children under the age of five, maternal mortality, 

life expectancy at birth, the number of people going to school, the number of 

people that stay in school, literacy, the number of doctors and teachers per 

capita, income distribution, caloric intake, and many others - are the result 

of the efforts made by a society whose primary objective is to ensure the 

well-being of its people. 

We, of course, respect everyone’s political beliefs and freedom of 

choice, but Cuba has not experienced such respect on the part of others. 
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Until 1959 this system, which is so dogmatically being pushed today as 

the only possible formula, imposed on the Cuban people the mOSt dreadful 

economic baCkwardn8SS, a lack of basic individual and social rights and total 

neo-colonial dependency, pOV8rty. illiteracy, ignorance and bloodthirsty 

tyranny - all of which enjoyed the consent and approval of the United States - 

ik Cquba was synonymous with Underdeveloped and dependant capitalism. And now 

we are being asked t0 retUrn t0 that. Situation in the name Of being up t0 

date - just because the historical experiment in the old socialist States of 

Europe has failed - and in the same triumphant manner as the feudal lords 

returned to their old palaces after reinstatement. 

The Cuban RevoXution, which was won in spit8 of the blockade and the 

hostility against it, can no doubt be improved, as can any human undertaking. 

However, it is the closest we haV8 come in our history towards achieving 

social justice and national dignity. 

We will never abandon it. We will improve it ourselves. Th8 

overwhelming majority of Cubans will do so despite the cynical arrogance of 

the President of a country WhOS8 wealth is derived from plunder and oppression. 

One of our dearest aspirations is to ensure greater popular and 

democratic participation in adopting all the vital decisions and in 

consolidating our social co-existence which is unprecedented in Cuba's history 

because it is founded On justice and equity. These aspirations reflect our 

true national consensus, which we would be able to achieve more speedily were 

it not for the 30 years of economic blockade, hostile actions, efforts made to 

isolate and condemn us Unjustly before the international community and for all 

kinds of pressures and a permanent threat of military aggression. 
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There are other refereoco8 to Cuba that can be ignored. Having already 

commented upon the point of view behind tho American broadsides. I do not 

believe that I rhould take up tha Assembly's time to exercise the right of 

reply to a rtatement, hastily and awkwardly translated into Spcrnish, based on 

the Yankee argument8 against Cuba which, unfortunately, were read out in 

Spanish from thir very rostrum. 

My delegation, however, would like to state for the record that we have 

groat rsrpect, among other well-known statesmen and colleagues, for the 

President of Venosuela, Mr. Carlo8 Andre6 Perer. owing to hia unquestioned 

courage and hir consistent approach when in addressing the Xssembly he spoke 

of his approach in the search for an end to the confrontation between the 

United States and Cuba. 

It is no secret that, in addition to sharing views with Venezuela, there 

are also differing political views between us. But this does not prevent us 

from having a useful and constructive relationship with such an important 

country in our region. 

We can distinguish between those whc call for changes but merely want the 

example of Cuba to disappear and those who are genuinely concerned about the 

future of our country. 

To the fraternal President of Venezuela, we say that Cuba is always 

willing to consider its differences with the United States without 

preconditions of any type. on the basis of equality and mutual respect, even 

apart from the fact that one cannot equate Cuba - a besieged, harassed and 

blockaded country that is being asked to change - with the United States, the 

most powerful country in the world. 



RC/l3 A/46/PV.16 

58 

(MEn MQbTiQrCQ .PQQli, CUba) 

A8 members know, the President of the Soviet Union recently stated 

unilaterally that he was willing to withdraw what he called the Soviet Armed 

Forces Training Brigade from our country. 

Since our people chose the path to independence, in 1959, and decided to 

exercise its sovereign rights. we have suffered not only from threats but also 

from aggression of all hinds. Under thoae prevailing circumstances, when the 

then leaders of the Soviet Union suggested that missiles capable of carrying 

nuclear warheads rhould be stationed in Cuba, our acceptance was motivated not 

only by the legitimate right to defend ourselves with arms equal to those of 

the countries that threatened us but also by the leeling that we would thus be 

contributing to strengthening the socialist camp and, in particular, the 

Soviet Union, at a time when the threat of imperialist aggreesion was becoming 

real and that that decision could have made it possible to avoid such an 

attack. 

In the days of the Octoktr crisis, the Revolutionary Government, through 

the statement by its Prime Mlnister of 28 October 1962, set forth the five 

points that it deemed to be essential in order to guarantee genuine peace in 

Cuba : 

“First, a halt to the economic blorkade and all measures of trade 

and economic pressure applied by the United States in all parts of the 

world against our country: 

Secondly, a halt to all subversive activities, the launch and 

landing of weapons and exp.?osives by air and sea, the orqanixation of 

invasions by mercenaries, the infiltration of spies and saboteurs - 

activities against US launched from the territory of the United States 

and of some collaborating countries; 
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Thirdly, a halt to pirate-like attacks launched from existing bases 

in the United States and Puerto Bico; 

Fourthly, a halt to all violations of our air and naval space by 

United States warships and aircraft; 

Fifthly, withdrawal from the Guantanamo naval base, and the return 

of Cuban territory occupied by the United States." 

As a result of that crisis, ana after the unilateral decision taken by 

the Government of the Soviet Union to withdraw the missiles from Cuba, the 

Governments of Cuba and the Soviet Union decided to keep a Soviet military 

unit on Cuban territory. The unit was symbolic, for its forces were never 

strong enough to defend Cuba; however, it was an expression of friendship and 

solidarity, given the threats from the United States. 

When in 1979, after a period of 17 years, the United States, as part of 

its vain attempts to prevent the convening in Cuba of the Sixth Summit of the 

Non-Aligned Movement, exposed the presence in Cuba of a Motorized Brigade of 

the Soviet Armed Forces, the then Soviet leadership, without prior 

consultation with our Government, yielded to American pressure and made 

statements that, with the acceptance of the American authorities, in theory 

transformed that combat unit, which was to be activated in case of invasion 

from the United States, into a supposedly harmless study centre. 

The presence of the Soviet military contingent in Cuba, which continued 

to be a combat unit, retaining all its military means and missions, orada not 

have been necessary had we secured genuine guarantees for a lasting peace, 

which could have been achieved if only the demands our Government made in 1962 

in the "five points" I have referred to had been acceded to - and these points 

retain their validity to this day. If, at least, the case for withdrawal from 
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the Gusntanamo naval base had been adequately made, there would be no American 

or Soviet trocps in Cuba today. 

The guarantees we called for still do not exist. 

The Government of Cuba would be prepared to accept the simultaneous 

withdrawal from our country of thp Soviet and American military personnel. In 

the circumstances, this would be the only equitable, just and honourable way 

out. 

The United States has not discarded the option of a major attack against 

Cuba. While spokesmen of the Department of State and some officials of the 

Rush Administration assure us publicly and through the diplomatic channel that 

they have no aggressive intentions or plans ds-h-via Cuba, the Pentagon 

thinks and acts quite differently. 

We invite all those who believe the promises of the Bush Administration 

to ask their representatives what are the contingency plans behind the 

military ererciaes of the 1Olat Airborne Division that began on 16 December 

and, as scheduled by the Pentagon, will continue until 16 October7 
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For 35 days, in rort Chafee, Arkansan, the so-called Screeching Ga9les 

will participate in a low-intensity-conflict scenario, which vi11 gradually 

escalate to a medium-intensity level. in a place of dense vegetation, against 

an enemy that uses tactics similar to those of the Soviets. Where does the 

Pentagon think that such condition8 might exist, if not in Cuba7 

The peace that we want is real peace - a peace of dignity, a peace that 

will be for all States, large and small, veak and powerful. 

Speaking from this rostrum 31 years ago, President Fidel Castro said: 

“When ve small countries seek to be free, ve know that we must become 

free by our own efforts and at our ovn risk. Uhan a people ia united and 

is defending a just cause, it can trust in its own strength. In Cuba ve 

are not, as we have been alleged to be, a group of men governing a 

country. We are a people governing a country, an entire nation 

resolutely united in an unshakeable revolutionary spirit in defence of 

its rights. This is something that the enemies of the revolution and of 

Cuba should know for if they ignore it they are grievously mistaken.” 

( OfficiblWsrheti.lth_e~r a 1 As sed-ALJ5-tW+hhWU~ 

hka!iinus.-4UmiLmgeti~~~~-133.) 

On that occasion President Castro said also: 

“With all due respect to this Organization, I must say that our people, 

the people of Cuba, have learned much: they are, and I say this with 

pride, equal to the task they art? undertaking, to the heroic struggle 

they are waging: they have learnt a lesson from recent international 

events and they know that at the eleventh hour, when their rights have 

been denied, when the forces of aggression arc marshalled against them, 

when their rights are not Protected either in the Organisation of 
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American States or in the United Nationa, there still remains to them the 

ultimate and heroic remedy of resistance.” (iltria.lOPLPL_U1) 

This has been our ponition of principle. It has been stated and it has 

been applied over the past 38 years. This traditional policy has been fully 

supported by our people. With their weapons in their hands, they are willing 

to defend our independence, our freedom, our right ta have the social system 

that we want, the system that suits our needs and our interesta. 

The defence of our revolution has been based on the principle of the 

involvement of all the people. It has been based on the Involvement of all 

our citirens in the defence of our country, on their being part of our armed 

forces, our people’s militias, because they are absolutely convinced that any 

enemy daring to invade our country will not find an absence of resistance 

anywhere, will have not a moment without struggle, not a moment’s respite, 

until the enemy has left our country. HO enemy will ever be able to crush or 

corrupt us. Our people - the authors of the Cuban revolution - have 

proclaimed a thousand times that they will continue our work because they know 

that our battle is part of the struggle for true independence, freedom and 

devel,jpmont for all peoples. We shall hold high the flag of socialism, which 

our country defends. We shall defend our nationality. We shall continue to 

hold our socialist principles - socialism or death: our country or death - 

because we know that we shall triumph. 
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ADDRtSS BY MR. CARLOS TORUSS Y TORRtS LAW, PRIW WIBISTER OP THE 
REPUBLIC O? PERU 

w (interpretation from French): The Aesembly will now 

hear en address by the Prime Minister of the Republic of Peru. 

t!kdakm~~~~ V Tar CvQLkU.~PEimrdiniafnrsLLha~lic e 

nsssrcorted-m* 

7 (interpretation from ?rench)r I have great pleasure 

in welcoming the Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affair8 of the 

Republic of Peru, C(r. c8rlO8 Torres y  Torres Lara, and inviting him to address 

the General Assembly. 

Mr, TORReS Y TORRES LARb (Peru) (interpretation from Spanish): At a 

stage of unprecedented 8ignifiCanCe for the international system, I should 

like to congratulate Mr. Shihabi on hi8 election to the presidency of the 

General Assembly at it8 forty-sixth session. The renaissance of the United 

Nations is a stimulating cha?lenge that we must undertake in a creative spirit 

if we are to enter the twenty-firat century with a world body capable of 

responding efficiently to the increasing demand8 of today’8 world. 

A clear symptom of the period of transformation that we are experiencing 

is the incorporation Of State8 whose membership of this Grganiaation would 

have seemed inconceivable Only a few year8 ago. The admission of the 

Republics of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia represents the rescue, affirmation 

and historic reparation of the principle of peoples’ right to 

self-determination. The full membership of the Democratic People’s Republic 

of Korea and of the Republic of Korea symbolizes the removal of the 

anachronism of the ideological factor in international relations, as well as 

recognition of the need to face issues from a practical perspective by 
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overcoming traditional confrontations. Likewise, the admission of the 

Marshall Islands and of the Federated States of Microneaie reaffirms the 

universal character of our 0r:anilation. 

Seldom in recent history h&ve mankind’s opportunities consciously to 

build its future been affirmed ao clearly. The irrelevance of ideology in 

international affairs has offered a wide margin of freedom to create, to 

innovate, to establish principles and criteria that reflect the concerns and 

needs of all peoples. At the same time, however, it haa sown the seeds of 

qraat uncertainty. 

There has been an increasing concentration of power on a worldwide scale, 

with the possibility of its consolidation aa a unipolar system. 

The qlobalization of the international economy constitutes a parallel 

stream, which calls into question the narrowness of productive forces 

restricted to national contexts. This calls for a reshaping of commercial 

blocs and a restructuring of economies, based on regional criteria. Thus, the 

interrelationships of political, economic and social factcrs in the 

international community are today more evident than ever. 

In this context, the North-South relationship becomes all the more 

complex with the emergence of global issues, such as oarco-terrorism, the 

sustainable protection of the environment, human rights, and other issues 

that, by their very nature, demand a more imaginative approach. 



PKP ‘ck A/46/PV.16 
66 

At such a complex juncture what is the role of the United Nations? We 

face an international climate of an unprecedented nature which provides UI 

with the opportunity to shape our own future. The United Nations. an the 

highest forum of the system and bs the only truly universal body, must play an 

essential role in the management of the international system at this time of 

great fluidity. To this end, it is imperative to maintain the balance among 

its organs and to strengthen the political role of the Secretary-General, in 

order to avert a monopoly in the handling of multilateral affairs as a result 

of the concentration of power within the Security Council. 

One of the clearest signs of the need for the United Nations to adapt to 

the new international reality is the intense practice of dialogue and 

consensus. Towards this objective, my country, and Latin America at large, 

are .+illing actively to participate in the strengthening of diplomacy and the 

operative restructuring of the United Nations, by enhancing our own regional 

mechanisms for agreement. 

In the same vein Peru hopes to contribute to making the Van-Aligned 

Movement a key protagonist in the dialogue with developed countries in order 

to define a new model of international relationships taking into account the 

just aspirations of all members. 

In this new context my country welcomes the steps taken by the 

Secretary-General which have helped the people of ~1 Salvador to envisage a 

peaceful fl:ture after long years of suffering. The action of the United 

Nations has also enabled the people of Western Sahara to decide on their own 

future and has opened a promising path to the definitive solution of the 

Cambodian conflict. 
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We cannot loss sight of the fact that the impressive changes to which we 

have referred have taken place against a backdrop characterised by the 

persistence of, and in many cases the worsening of, poverty levels in vast 

sectors of the world population. The redefinition of international 

cooperation for development must, therefore, be the new central item on the 

multilateral agenda. 

Xt is thus indispensable to elaborate a broader approach to such 

cooperation, placing special emphasis on countries that, like those in Latin 

America, are now engaged in a sustainable development process based upon their 

own efforts. 

International cooperation should be the expression of the commitment of 

the international community to create an economic international climate 

conducive to development. It must, therefore, not be conceived as an exercise 

in paternalism or charity. 

To the degree that international security is today determined by elements 

beyond considerations of a mere military and strategic nature, these affect 

the internal stability of States and are closely related to social and 

economic challenges. Therefore, they should become decisive factors in the 

magnitude of the flow of international cooperation. 

It. must also be noted that the existence of highly destabilizing factors 

in emerging democracies, such as terrorism and drug trafficking, make it 

necessart; to re-examine the social concepts which have guided the action of 

the United Nations. 

This new approach must assess whether action taken in the social field 

has, to some degree, laid the foundations for the political stability of 

States, particularly the developing countries. 
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For this reason and with the same keen interest and dedication currently 

applied to negotiations on global issues, a new and enhanced approach to 

social issues must be taken within the United Nations. Peru considers this to 

be one of the key elements in the process of renewal that now inspires the 

work of the United Nations. 

In order to attain this objective, Peru considers one of the most 

appropriate possibilities to be the convening of a world summit for social 

development and this goal must be reached through substantive work. the main 

characteristic of which must be the frank and open exchange of views based on 

realities rather than on purely academic considerations. 

Today's multilateral agenda encompasses a new set of problems generically 

called "global issues", that includes questions that link the developed world 

with the developing countries. 

Therefore, and in order to make the handling of these issues truly 

effective. it is necessary to include the developmental component in whatever 

international commitments are undertaken. In this manner, a new North-South 

dialogue, characterised by agreement rather than by confrontation, can be 

achieved. Such a dialogue must be based on the following three guidelines: 

first, the dialogue must be fundamentally of a social and economic nature: 

secondly, the development variable must be included in this new generation of 

international issues, such as the environment, narco-terrorism ana the growth 

of a dynamic entrepreneurship for a free, just and equitable economy: and, 

thirdly, the new international agenda must react to those initiatives that 

stem from civil society as well as from governments. 

Interdependence has produced an increasing indivisibility between the 

internal affairs of countries and their external environment. Peru is perhaps 
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a model case of such a relationship. My country has maue and continues to 

make enormous efforts to develop a new relationship with the international 

system. 

After one year of implementing a rational economic proqranune and the 

launching of a plan of structural reform designed to adapt the country to new 

world realities in the midst of hardships accumulated over a long period, 

democracy has reaffirmed itself in my country. We have succeaafully 

controlled hyper-inflation, we have started again to meet our financial 

obligationa and have been readmitted into the international financial 

community. We are committed to limiting and eliminating non-productive 

spending. We have visibly improved the human rights situation, and have 

intensified our frontal attack against drug trafficking. 

The most serious questions on the agenda of this session of the Assembly 

are present in Peru. For this reason Peru can be considered as a 

characteristic and special case in the new international cooperation which 

should be promoted by the United Nations system. 
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The Peruvian pooplo, with an eremplary spirit of racrifice, has get in 

action a procera of national renovation that should derervo the recognition 

and rupport of the international community. I wirh to acknowledge here the 

generour cooperation received during the firat year President ?ujimori’a 

administration. We are confident that this cooperation will be expanded and 

deepened, especially in the coming two yearn, a8 this vi11 be crucial for the 

consolidation of the Peruvian economic progr-. 

This represents the culmination of a long procers in which international 

cooperation has played a fundamental role. A support group, composed of the 

United States, Japan, Canada and European end Latin Wrican countries and 

providing generous cooperation, has recently been ertablished. They are 

giving their generous assistance to enable my country to raise the necersary 

funds to meet our arrears to multilateral financial inrtitutions. The 

normalisation of our relations with these inatitutioar har facilitated the 

reintegration of Peru into the international financial community. 

My Government has alao endeavoured to establish a new investment policy 

with a law which ensures secure and favoured treatment for foreign capital. 

Likewise, it has laid down norms to facilitate the admission of foreigners who 

wish to channel capital to Peru. Furthermore, a law on private investment in 

public enterprises, aimed at achieving an effective alliance between the 

public and the private sectora, haa been adopted. 

The results of our economic policy must also be tolerable for society. 

The people of Peru are not poor, they have become impoverished. This is a 

people that has been consistently hard-working and historically master of its 

own doatiny. Peruvians do not deserve a bleak future of continual adversity: 

this is why we urgently need tangible achievements in the social sphere. 
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Thoreforo, in honouring the strong conrnitmeat made at the World S-it 

for Children in September, 1990, Peru wan the firrt country to put forward a 

conprehenrive plan in favour of the child, and it ia now time to implement 

that plan. Thin is why the participation of the internstionsl conmnunity is 

indirpeneable. It is our hope that we will be granted, on the basic of our 

own effort8, specific resources Lo complement the measures now being taken by 

the Government of Peru to protect the future of our children. 

The criminal action of drug trafficking associated rith terrorism has had 

profound and adverse effects on my country. To deal successfully with this 

situation, the President of Peru, in October, 1990, made public an initiative 

which includes an integrated policy of drug control and coca substitution. 

Traditionally, as a part of the Andean way of life, the coca leaf has 

been cultivated in Peru. However, nowadays its production has been distorted 

by the external stimulus of thr, indiscriminate internat:onal consumption of 

one of its derivatives, cocaine. This is an objective fact that clearly 

confirms that the Peruvian peasants engaged in the cultivation of coca cannot, 

under any circumstances, be considered as drug traffickers. Moreover, 

differentiating them from traffickers might provide the key for a 

comprehensive treatment of the problem. 

Today, 60 per cent of the coca leaf is produced in Peru and 80 per cent 

of the illegal production of cocaine is consumed in the United States. 

Therefore, the understanding that exists betteen the Governments of the United 

States and Peru on cooperation in the fight against drug trafficking is of 

crucial importance to Peru, to the United States and to the international 

community at large. The Government of Peru, together with the international 

conxnuni ty , has the most resolute political will to eradicate drug trafficking. 
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In this context, on 14 May 1991, the Governments of Peru and of the 

United States signed am agreemeat on drug control and on alternative 

development policy. This document contains essential elements for the 

Peruvian policy on drugs, such as the recognition by both parties of the 

failure of the exclusively repressive measures hitherto employed, end of the 

causal relationship between consumption and production of drugs. 

Regarding the innovative role the United Uations must play in this field, 

Peru offers its resolute support to the new international drug control 

progrw of action and commends Mr. Giorgio Giacomelli on his work as head of 

the programme. 

The issue of the environment is also one of high priority to the Peruvian 

Government. We are confident that the international cosununity will reach 

balanced agreements to prevent the preservation of the environment from 

becoming a new conditionality for the development of our countries. This 

reguires innovative efforts in the field of international cooperation in order 

to make available additional financial resources and to ensure the transfer of 

environmentally sound technologies to the developing vorld on preferential and 

non-comercial terms. 

In this effort, a country's sovereign right to manage its ovn natural 

resources should be upheld, as should the principle that those who most 

contribute to environmental degradation should be held most responsible. The 

mechanisms which may be devised should include debt relief schemes. 

Another serious problem Peru is confronting is that of terrorism. My 

country suffers from the scourge of one of the most cruel terrorist groups in 

the world. Their criminal actions over the past 11 years have meant the loss 

of more than 22,000 human lives and have resulted in economic losses 

equivalent to 90 per cent of our GDP. 
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Damocracy in Peru, by free election and encompassing all political 

parties aad ideologies, is prevailing and will prevail over tbe scourge of 

terrorima financed bp dmg trafficking. We are acting transparently, openly 

and legally, in order to enforce human rights effectively and fully in the 

midst of tbe conflict uitb the dtZ%mCratiC System and against. fundamental 

freadmms ubich terrorism initiated more thsn a decade ago. 

This iu what is really bappning in Peru. For us it is essential that 

&velnfaemts, the United I#ations, private organisations and everyone conrnitted 

to tha defeioccr of human rights assist us in telling the world and explaining 

to it tbat terrorism is the main source of violence. 
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We cannot tolerate the persistence of unbalanced, distorted and even 

conrpiratorlal information that tries to justify the criminal actions of 

terrorism against our people, our society and ita institutions. 

The Government of Peru has noticeably improved the situation of human 

right8 through practical meaauree that are transparent and legal. It is 

convinced that the fight against violence must be carried out with respect for 

human rights, for that is precisely the foundation of the legitimacy of its 

actions againat the crimes perpetrated by narco-terrorists and violent groups 

that consider human right6 bourgeoir rights that should be eliminated. 

My country has established the Council for Peace in order to ensure the 

strict observance of human rights, complementing it with a legislative decree 

authorioing criminal prosecutors in zone8 declared to be in a state of 

emergency to enter police and military compounds and any other place of 

detention in order to verify the situation of persons under arrest and of 

those reported as missing. 

As I have previously pointed out, international security in the 

post-cold-war era is inextricably associated with the need for a new approach 

to socioeconomic matters. Without greater progress in this field, 

international security will continue to be seriously threatened. 

In the lame vein, President Fujimori, at the First Ibero-American summit, 

held in Mexico in July 1991, proposed an initiative for regional disarmament 

based upon the renunciation of the use of arms of mass destruction and the 

utilixation of the resources thus made available to promote economic and 

social development in Latin America. 
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The peace-loving attitude Peru is reflected in its permanent commitment 

to regional disarmament ne en effective meanure for general and complete 

disarmament; in its active participation within the framework of negotiations, 

currently being carried out in Geneva, for the establishment of an 

international convention on chemical weapons] in its reaffirmation of the 

terms of the international convention on bacteriological weaponsr in ite role 

as promoter of the initiative for a complete ban on nuclear testing; and in 

our peace-loving efforts to make the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty an 

effective instrument for cooperation and universal understanding. 

The President of Ecuador, Mr. Rodrigo Borja, during his address delivered 

yesterday, 30 September 1991, stated that Ecuador has an unsolved territorial 

problem with Peru which endangers peace in the region. He has proposed the 

arbitration of His Holiness Pope John Paul II as a means of resolution. In 

this regard, with all due respect and admiration for His Holiness, we find 

ourselves in the imperative need to firmly put forward two rectifications: 

Pirstly. the President of Ecuador has attempted to ignore in his 

statement the very existence of the Protocol of Peace, Friendship and 

Boundaries of Rio de Janeiro of 1942, which definitively settled the boundary 

problem existing between Ecuador and Peru. Ecuador cannot disavow this 

treaty, duly signed, approved by the respective congresses, and ratified by 

both countries, under the solemn guarantee of four other American Republics 

that also signed it as guarantors: Argentina, Brazil, Chile and the United 

States of America. 

Hence, there is no territorial problem between Peru and Ecuador. It was 

settled half a century ago by a treaty between the two countries and with the 

guarantee of four American republics. 
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The second rectification is designed to alert the international conxxunity 

to the Ecuadorian attempt to move into a different context a matter that 

should be nolvsd through the contractual mechanisms of the Protocol of Rio de 

Janeiro of 1942, thereby trying to distort the nature of this bilateral 

question by internationalixing it. In fact, according to Article VII of the 

above-mentioned treaty, which definitively established the borders between 

Peru and Ecuador, any disagreement or doubt regarding its application must be 

solved by the parties with the participation of the guarantor countries of the 

treaty! Argentina, Brazil, Chile and the United States of America. 

Circumventing this mechanism by trying to invoke the worthy, respectable 

intervention of His Holiness John Paul II has the sole objective, the hidden 

purpose, of disavowing an international treaty, signed by the Governments of 

both countries, approved by their respective congresses and ratified according 

to international law, under the guarantee of Argentina, Braxil, Chile and the 

United States of America, who signed this treaty in said capacity of 

guarantors. If  this attempt were to be accepted, no international treaty 

would be able to stand, since the basic principle of respect for international 

treaties would be ignored, thus tearing apart the international legal 

structure so painstakingly built over the years on the basis of peaceful 

coexistence. This would endanger continental and world security. 

The inviolability of borders and the respect for international treaties 

are principles without which it would not have been possible, for example, to 

build the new Europe or to consolidate peace between Iraq and Kuwait, which is 

based upon the undeniable legal foundations of United Nations Security Council 

resolution 687 of 3 April 1991. 
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For these reasons, from this hlghoat of iatoroational forum we call upon 

our sister Republic of Ecuador and demand that she fit her deeds to her 

declarations of peace, justice and respect for law by submitting any 

disagreement ot doubt on the implementation of the Peruvian-Rcuadotian 

Protocol of Peace, lriendship and Boundaries of 29 January 1942, of on the 

verdict of the Brasiliaa arbitrator Brax Dias de Aguiar. to the guarantor 

countries of said treaty, for it is they, as guarantors with the authority to 

do so, not ua, who must resolve these questions, in accordance with Atticloe V 

and VII of the above-mentioned Protocol. 

‘It is not Peru, therefore, that is avoiding a peaceful and immediate 

solution to the alleged territorial problem. It is Ecuador that refuses to 

resort to the final say of Argentina, Brazil, Chile and the United States of 

America, countries that have repeatedly offered to fulfil their comnitmeot aa 

guarantors of the Protocol. as they have recently affirmed in their 

declaration issued in Brasilia on 15 September 1991. 

The existence of a fully applicable legal instrument makes improper the 

appeal to His Holiness for arbitration, whose moral authority is beyond any 

doubt, as are the profound religious sentiments of the peoples of Peru and 

Ecuador. 
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In the present context, with the restoration of the validity of 

international peace and security, the peoples of Peru and Bcuador l rpect a 

great deal from their Governments’ capacity for agreemoot and cooperation, 

with a view to projecting harmoniously into the future the profound 

historical, geographical, social and cultural roots that link then and that 

should turn them into a powerful integrating nucleus at the core of the Andesn 

community, which will be indispensable if Latin America is to fashion itself 

into a true aone of peace. 

That is why the proposal made yesterday by the President of Ccuador for 

the establishment of a aone of peace in South America is fully consistent with 

the initiative which was launched by President Albert0 Pujirnori on 10 July 

last at the first Ibero-American summit, in Guadalajara, and which, as 

Minister for Foreign Affairs of Peru, I hope to implement by inviting my 

colleagues of the Rio Group to sign in Lima in the near future a declaration 

renouncing weapons of mass destruction in Latin America and to start 

consultations aimed at consolidating peace, security and development in the 

region. 

Under the guidance of the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, 

the United Nations system has emerged from its longest period of stagnation 

and inertia. It has attained a higher level of efficiency, and the 

redefinition of its role has given it unusual momentum. The optimism that haa 

resulted from this is not baseless: indeed, it is based on new and encouraging 

prospects for shared work and collective action. 

As a Peruvian and a Latin American, I am proud of the eminent role played 

by my distinguished fellow countrymen in this age of unprecedented 

achievements. The recent institutional adjustments which I have already 
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mentioned and those in the international system itself cannot be viewed in 

isolation from the discretion, constancy and imagination of 

Mr. Perez de CuelIar’s historic administration. I am certain thi8 recognition 

is shared by the international community at large. 

The contemporary world confront8 present generation8 with a qualitatively 

different challenge. This i8 an era in which mankind will have to prove its 

capacity to manage the planet in an equitable manner. This vast challenge is 

not a consequence of war but a creative consensual act. It 18 therefore 

necessary to secure a renewed role for the United Nations, which should become 

the fundamental agent in the promotion of international cooperation for 

development, because it is the only institution capable of managing this 

complex historic transition. This is true today more than ever before, 

because it summons the vitality and creativity Of the People8 of the world, 

the political will of their Government8 and the leadership of its Secretariat. 

Peru, aware of these changes, is immersed in a sweeping process of 

national renewal. It8 success depends on our own effort8 and perseverance, 

but also on the international community’s support and sensitivity. 

TIe_..PRESIDENT (interpretation from French): On behalf of the 

General Assembly, I wish to thank the Prime Minister of the Republic of Peru 

for the statement he has just made. 

M&,..SAGUIER CABALLERQ (Paraguay) (interpretation from Spanish): 

Perhaps never before have we heard such optimistic words spoken here. Concern 

has been expressed for the future, of course, but faith in the future of 

mankind has also been expressed. There is renewed trust in this Organization 
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and in its ability to fulfil the purposes and principles of the Charter. The 

President has been entrusted with leading the General Assembly at this crucial 

stage in its bistory. His wisdom and ability ensure a fruitful session. My 

country congratulates him and the Secretary-General, 

Mt. Javier Peres de Cuellar, whose name will be inscribed in the pages of the 

history of the United Nations and the history of the struggle ior peace on 

Barth. 

Hopes for lasting peace have been strengthened by the admission of the 

Republic of Korea and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea to membership 

of the United Nations. Paraguay is glad that tbe Republic of Korea has seen 

its dream come true of taking its seat in the Organisation, as it has long 

wished to do. We hail and welcome the Republics of Estonia, Latvia and 

Lithuania, which have nov become Members in well-earned recognition of their 

long struggles for freedom and independence. We also welcome the Republic of 

the Marshall Islands and the Federated States of Micronesia. 

As I have said, mankind is now experiencing an extraordinary 

reaffirmation of its fundamental values. Peace, respect for inalienable human 

rights, freedom and democracy are no longer words with no meaning for most of 

tbe countries that are now preparing to embark on the adventure of building a 

new world. Building a new world requires new attitudes. Let us not replace 

ideological confrontation by economic confrontation. It would not be worth 

eliminating the threat of military conflagration if the threat of death from 

lack of medicine and food remained. 

We trust that the end of the cold war vi11 mark the beginning of the 

quest for a fairer social and economic order. It has been said time and again 

here that peace is more than the absence of war. To ensure true and lasting 

peace, the underlying causes of conflict must be eliminated. The end of the 
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srms race, the relaxation of international ten8ion and the rebirth of 

democracies and freedom will mean something only if they are accompanied by a 

firm resolve to help the most needy countries in their struggle for 

development. Libetaliration alone will not put bread on the table of the 

poor. This is the time for world solidarity. 

This aession is taking place against the backdrop of an international 

atmosphere that haa never before existed in our Organiration. It has had an 

extraordinary impact on international relations. This situation made it 

posaible to react decisively to the Persian Gulf crisis, the moat serious 

threat to international peace and 68Curity faced in recent times by the 

Security Council. He believe that an important lesson has been learned from 

the conflict. There is an awareness of the need, on the one hand, to control 

and limit all kinds of weapons; and, on the other, to atrenqthen the ability 

to take preventive action in order to discourage anyone who might be tempted 

to have recourse to the up18 of force. 
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This improvement in the international political climate shows that it is 

now possible to achieve appropriate solutions to challeugeb that earXier 

appeared out of reacht in our View, these include the conflict in Cambodia, 

the problem of Cyprus, Western Sahara and the Middle East, to name only the 

longest-standing and most serious problems. 

On Cambodia, recent events in the context of the peace plan of the five 

permanent members of the Security Council make it possible for that country to 

move forward to peace, national reconciliation and the restoration of 

sovereignty. 

We are concerned at the continuing tense situation in the Middle East. 

Paraguay reiterate8 its support for the initiatives for a peaceful negotiated 

solution including the right of the State of Israel to live in peace within 

its own borders and the right of the Palestinian people to a homeland of its 

own. Paraguay endorses the relevant resolutions of the Security Council and 

urges their implementation. 

We reaffirm our support for the work of the Secretary-General that has 

enabled us to see the glimmer of a solution to the conflict in Western Sahara. 

We voice once again our earnest hope that the good offices of the 

Secretary-General will lead to a solution of the Cyprus problem. The efforts 

of the Secretary-General and of the international community must be matched by 

the parties to the conflict if they are to come closer together and achieve a 

peaceful solution of the problem. 

Progress in South Africa towards the solution of that country’s political 

problems is a harbinger of better days ahead in that region. 
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Peace in Sl Salvador deserves a special, deeply emotional mention. All 

of America welcomes the good fortune of the Salvador-an people6 and is glad to 

see the elimination of the few remaining conflicts in the region. 

Paraguay looks forward to enthusiastic participation in the 1992 Rio de 

Janeira Conference on the environment. Five hundred years after its 

discovery. America once again holds out the hope of a better future for 

mankind. Uy country will adopt concrete measures and will sign agreements on 

protection of the environment: we shall set aside a large guantity of our 

territory as a protected sone. 

Today the notion of development is indissolubly linked with that of 

preserving the environment. Now is the time to create the conditions for more 

sustainable development. Our Government shares mankind's comon desire for 

economic growth without destruction. Protecting the environment shows love 

for mankind. 

We want a world without pollution, a world where nature is preserved, 

just as we want a drug-free society. Like the other countries of the 

hemisphere, Paraguay is committed to a frontal attack on drug trafficking. 

One of the fundamental pillars of Paraguay's foreign policy is 

cooperation with, and support for, the endeavours of the various international 

organisations that are working to protect human rights. It is not economic or 

military power that lends prestige to a country; rather, it is the ..-y in 

which its inhabitaats enjoy to the full human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

Since the morning of 3 February 1989, when President Bodrigues declared 

the beginning of the democratisation of Paraguay and respect for human rights, 

my country's transitional process has been based on achieving democracy and on 

laying the foundations for the full enjoyment of human rights. 
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A year aga in this Hall Paraguay spoke optimistically about its future. 

Time bars pravan us right. In the process of consolidating our democracy and 

our frwxkms sa much has bean constantfg achieved that we venture to believe 

that obscurantism and repression are things of the past: we look to the future 

with optbfsm. It is an undeniable fact that we are once again a part of the 

world of free nations: that encouragea us to participate in the search far a 

fairer world sociS and ecoaamic order in *hi& free enterprise (with a clear 

social component). democracy and freedom will promote sustained development 

with a visw 93 ensuring a better life for our peoples. 

He are pinning a large part of our hopes for development on integration. 

The Asuncion Treaty, which established the Comon Market of the South 

04Eeacosm.) f was signed in WY capital on 26 March 1991 by Argentina, Braail, 

Uruguay and my country. It reflects our cormnon goal of achieving development 

thmugFi integrations I can announce today that the parliaments of these four 

countries have now erdorsed the Asuncion Treaty: 30 days after the deposit of 

the instruanent of ratification the Treaty will enter into force. Argentina, 

Brazil, Uruguay and Paraguay will go down in history as countries able to take 

up the challenge of integration in a joint effort to secure better economic 

and social conditions and to strengthen freedom and democracy. 

MEEBCOSUR is not just a development stratagy. It reaffirms the 

determination of our peoples to live in peace, cooperation and harmony. It 

responds to the call of history. It is the rediscovery of our political, 

economic, social and cultural identities. 
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In the context also of international cooperation, President Rush launched 

the Enterprise for the Americas plan, which is aimed at fostering better 

understanding among American countries through trade. The spheres of 

development, trade, investment and debt ten help us promote equitable and 

beneficial relationships. To that end, and as part of a new relationship with 

the United States. the MERCOSUR Foreign Ministers &nd the Government of the 

United States signed the Rose Garden Agreement last June in the White House 

garden. 

MERCOSUR also has hopes for assistance end cooperation in its relations 

with the European Economic Community. At the Luxembourg meeting between 

Foreign Ministers of the European Community and the Rio Group, and at a later 

meeting in Brussels, foundations were laid for genuine rapprochement: there 

are plans for a joint cooperation agreement between MBRCOSUR and the European 

Community. 

The European Community's experience with integration, its economic aa 

production capacity and, above all, its declared good will towards MERCOSUR 

augur well for a better future in our relations. For its part, Paraguay is 

near to signing a third-generation agreement in the context of cooperation 

with the Comnunity. 

Talks with Japan and other Asian countries also promise better relations 

between Latin America and those countries. I must not fail to highlight the 

traditional friendship and spirit of cooperation that links Paraguay with the 

Gavernment and the people of Japan. 
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In order to ostablirh and malatain economic relstions and to ancourago in 

our country inveaement that rtimulates development, we are negotiating 

agreements for the promotion and management of investments. In that context, 

Paragusy hss entered into an agreement with the Multilateral Investment 

Guarantee Agency, an organ of the World Rank, to protect international 

investments. 

The inveatment opportunities that Paraguay offerm and the cooperation and 

participation of the more developed countries will help urn to have a more 

effective preaenca in the COIWIIOII Market of the South (MERCOSUR). 

The new winds of democratisation and the profound enthusiasm for freedom 

reached Latin America before they reached other parts of the world. The 1990s 

,od America made up aa never before of countries with democratically elected 

Govarnmentn. Integration and the spirit of continent-wide solidarity Been in 

the Rio Group arouse hopes for a great homeland. We congratulate the 

Governments of Argentina and Chile on the 8uccass of their agreement8 on the 

demarcation of their borders, and we again express our happiness at the 

prospects for peace in El Salvador. We very much hope that our America will 

once again be the continent of peace and hope. 

Next year Ibero-America and friendly countries will be getting ready to 

commemorate the five hundredth anniversary of the discovery of knerica. It 

took five centuries for rho countries that make up the Ibero-American 

comnunity to get together in a sumnit conference, in the hospitable city of 

Guadalajara. It wan the first of a series of meetings of countries with the 

same cultural, political and religious identities, eager to work together for 

a cocrnon future. 
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We hope that there will be a SUCCeSSfUl OUtCOme t0 the thqUay ROUCd 

negotiations. A policy of subsidies end protectionism is not compatible with 

a free-market economy nor with the new international economic Order that is 

supposedly being established. 

We desire equitable trade negotiations ma a better price for our 

products, as the proper way to bring about development. Democracy end peace 

cennot last where man lacks the minimum conditions for a dignifil _ life. 

Nowhere is more appropriate than the General Assembly of the United 

Nations for invoking continent-wide solidarity, gOod will end peace between 

nations. A United Nations ready to meet the challenge of new times is 

mankind's best meens of bringing about the promising future that we see 

opening up before us. If we join forces end have good will, God will help us. 

me meetina rose at 1.15 ~.m. 


