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ADDRESS BY MR. JORGE SIRRANO ELIAS, CONSTITUTIONAL PRESIDSNT 01 THS REPUBLIC 
OF GUATEMALA 

m.pmum (interpretation from Arabic)! The Assembly will first 

hear an address by the Constitutional President of the Republic of Guatemala. 

Mr,.Akwa~.Sa.r~ AA~iAA,-&IL&h&i QMLE!K~~atQf-tiA-RAR~FL~Qi 

GYnl;~~.wna~-ncrr;nrfaeh~f~aanrab_8aPenbIvllsLl’ 

m.mueQQ (interpretation from Arabic)! On behalf of the 

General Assembly, I have the honour to welcome to the United Wations the 

Constitutional President of the Republic of Guatemala, His Excellency 

Mr. Jorge Serrano Elias, and to invite him to address the Assembly. 

~re~~~RAN0~~ (interpretation from Spanish): It is truly 

an honour for me to address a body that embraces all the countries of the 

world - the United Nations. I come to this forum representing the beloved and 

much-tried people of Guatemala - a people which, throughout its history, has 

remained faithful to its ideals of freedom and to the unswerving struggle for 

its advancement, but which, at the same time, has had to face a fierce 

onslaught of violence of all kinds that has placed unfair limits on its 

development. Nevertheless, our people has maintained its faith and trust in a 

better future, and its fighting spirit in pursu;ng what it deems to be fair 

and necessary. 

On behalf of that people, 1 should like to state before the Assembly that 

we have rejoiced in the end of the cold war, from which no country on Earth 

has been free. Every country has been a victim of its consequences, for in 

many areas of the world, that war became a bloody battle that has brought 

sorrow and mourning to thousands of homes in the second half of the century. 

That is true of my beloved Guatemala. 



RC/3 W461W.13 
3 

Allow me, Sir, on behalf of the people and the Government of Guetemala to 

congratulate you on your election as President of the General Assembly at this 

session and to pledge the Guatemalan delegation's fullest cooperation. We are 

confident that your etperience in the area8 that are the responsibility of the 

United Nations will be crucial in achieving agreements that will be of benefit 

to the international conwnunity as a whole. 

Allow me, at the same time, to congratulate Ambassador Guido de Marco for 

the very efficient work he carried out as President of the previous session. 

I wish also to pay a most particular tribute to 

Mr. Javier Peres de Cuellar, a distinguished son of Latin America, who has 

guided the work of the Organisation for the last 10 years. We are a11 aware 

of his tire?ess en,eavours to promote peace and the peaceful settlement of 

disputes. This dear friend of ours has given a fresh impetus to this world 

Organiration as a centre for negotiation and the settlement of political 

problems, as reflected in the expansion of peace-keeping operations. He has 

repeatedly called attention to the economic, social and political problems 

that affect the entire world, particularly the developing countries. This has 

lent increasing credibility to multilateralism and, in particular, to the 

United Nations itself. his activities in Central America, together with those 

of the regional organiration, have been invaluable in support of dialogue and 

negotiation as means of putting an end to regional tensions and domestic 

conflicts. 

I am gratified to see that the United Nations today has been strengthened 

by the entry of new Members. We extend the warmest welcome to the Republic of 

Korea, with which we have long-standing ties of friendship and cooperation: to 

the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea: to the Federated S’ratea of 
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Micronesiaj and to the Marshall Islands. Moreover, we are pleased to greet in 

this forum the independent nations of the Baltic Republics of Estonia, Latvia 

and Lithuania. We hope that their recent independence will bring well-being 

and prosperity to their peoples. Guatemala extends to them its friendship, 

respect and understanding. 

We are aware that a new international political reality has emerged, one 

that, we trust, will also be reflected in a new economic and social reality. 

We firmly believe that a new order is now dawning which, we hope, will not be 

based on arrogance and the abuse of power, but rather on the established 

principles of international law, the self-determination of peoples and 

non-intervention, taking these principles in the broad sense, not aa 

indifference or isolation of one nation’s realities from another, but as a new 

expression of solidarity among the peoples and nations of the world. In other 

words, whatever this order may be that is now being developed, it must have as 

its overriding objective the avoidance of the outbreak of fresh conflicts, 

such as may be inherent in a North-South confrontation, which can only be 

avoided through understanding and support from those who have more and can do 

more for those who have leas and can do less. 

We also believe that all the leaders of the world may finally understand 

once and for all that freedom and dignity are not abstract concepts or gifts 

from States to individuals or nations. Rather, both of these concepts are 

innate in human beings, and no dictatorship thus far, whatever its shape or 

political persuasion, has been able to inculcate in individuals or nations the 

meaning of those two noble aspirations. 

We recognize that to date mankind has found in pluralist, representative 

and participatory democracy the system that best guarantees dignity and 
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freedom to the individual and thus respect for all his rights, which are fully 

established in universal declarations emanating both from this Organixation 

and from others that have shorn constant concern for his full development and 

assumed responsibility for taking an active part in the ongoing processes of 

establishing the legitimacy of national States and regulating the 

relationships among them. 

Now more than ever, the United Nations is shouldering the great 

responsibility of realistically seeking practical solutions making it possible 

for the peoples of the world to dO*JOlOp and consolidate their independence and 

satisfy their aspirations for progress and development as solid bases for 

peace for many generations to come. These aspirations have been expressed in 

the Orgaoiration since its very inception, since the Tehran Conference, when 

an anguished world was seeking an answer to war and was more than ever aware 

of the need to work for international peace and atcurity. 

However, despite the Organization’a considerable efforts, the generations 

of the poat-war era have been beset by many national and international 

conflicts. 

At the present time, we hail events and trends, such as the end of the 

cold war, political solutions to regional conflicts, the consolidation of 

democratic processes and the progressive development of market economies - all 

of which represent new possibilities for the promotion of peace and the 

well-being of mankind. 

Ws believe that the new political climate in relations between important 

blocs, which until recently were adversaries, has had constructive effects in 

the world and enables us to define a broader and more fully integrated 

dimension of international security. This is the time for the traditional 
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coacapt of rocurity to be l uperceded, and for the promotion of political. 

economic and social conditions that will reduce the risk of confrontation and 

guarantee peace and economic and social stability everywhere to be emhraced. 

In the economic field, it is necessary that adjustment policies and 

policies of transition to market economies in the developing countrier lead to 

the promotion of genuinely free trade, without protectionism, involving the 

major production sectors in the developed countries. A new international 

order require8 us not to continue the contradiction between the growing 

accession of developing countries to the General Agreement on Tariff8 and 

Trade (GATT) and the resistance of the developed countries to submit to GATT 

procedures. 

International trade continues to stagnate, because it is bogged down by 

protectionist measure8 that impose restrictions on access to the developed 

countries’ marketer by the production and export of subsidized products and by 

the imposition of quota6 and price fixing. That is why the eighth session of 

the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development must identify the 

policies that need to be followed in future in the light of the developing 

countriea ’ expectations. 
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Hence it is necessary for the United Nations Conference on Trade and 

Development (UNCTAD) at itr eighth roarion to define the poli.cies that need to 

be followed in the future in the light of the expectations of the developing 

countries. 

In the social area, the new international agenda must necessarily include 

intensive discussion of means to promote social development, without which 

there can be no peace or well-being for mankind. We therefore support the 

holding of the world summit on social development proposed by President Aylwin 

of Chile. Clearly, the political progress that we are now witnessing is not 

being accompanied by social progress, which would offset the very heavy coat 

of the deterioration of the quality of life in the developing countries. 

It is also imperative for the United Nations and the international 

community to continue the vital task of halting the arms race, in particular 

in the nuclear, chemical and biological fields and, indeed, in any field which 

involves mass destruction and for them to endeavour to utilize the tremendous 

investment involved for the purposes of economic and social development for 

human beings and for their well-being in general. 

Allow me now to share with all the peoples represented here some aspects 

of our national life and of the Government which I have presided over for the 

last eight months - to share with you some achievements and concerns, some 

aspirations and results. I am sure that from a knowledge of our experience 

there will come stronger links of solidarity and understanding between our 

peoples. 

For more than 30 years, we in Guatemala have been facing a do lestic 

struggle which has placed limits on our possibilities for development and has 

brought mourning and sorrow to our people. Today, I am gratified to inform 
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the General Aarembly that on 9 April - only three months after raking office - 

I put before the whole nation a comprehensive peace initiative, with a view to 

finding a course of action which, without any discrimination whatroever, could 

unite Guatemalane in a conunon project which would enable UI a8 a people to 

realire our potential to the full. 

lhis initiative is based on the concept that peace is not simply the 

absence of war or of conflict, but that peace should be envisioned as a state 

that enables people to live atid develop without fear, without anguish and 

without threats, free from persecution, free from anything which might limit 

them in achieving the objectives that they may set themselves within their own 

capacities. 

This initiative, which seeks to achieve total and lasting peace, in 

addition to seeking the end of the armed struggle, also seeks to lay the basis 

for reconciliation and harmonious coexistence within the Guatemalaa family on 

the basis of four essential points. 

First, termination of the armed strtblgle through serious negotiations 

which would set up programmes and procedures that would make it possible to 

put an end to the insurgency and the counter-insurgency, and at the same time 

promote ways of ensuring full respect for human rights, 80 that every 

Guetemalan, whether part of the insurgency or not, may fully enjoy the rights 

enshrined in the Constitution of the Republic and receive the appropriate 

safeguards that will enable him to develop his political capacity in a spirit 

of respect and freedom. We believe that this first step is fundamental in 

order to o-larantee to those populations displaced by violence - both refugees 

and displaced persons - the necessary social, economic and political security 

to enable them to be legally reintegrated into the life of the country. 
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Secondly, there must be greater economic and social equity. We recognixe 

the need to strengthen and broaden all public and private programmes designed 

to combat extreme poverty and destitution, to speed up the modernization of 

our economy and to find viable and prompt solutions to the problems of 

education, health and social assistance and insurance because what we are 

spending now in maintaining the conflict, is money that our people urgently 

needs in order to solve its problema. Social and economic peace is a basic 

condition for the enjoyment of total peace. 

Thirdly, there must be respect for, and strengthening of the rule of 

law. This element constitutes one of the greatest challenges facing our 

society, which has suffered for years under a dictatorship and autocracy, and 

in which there is a vital need to eliminate, once and for all, impunity as a 

regular procedure and to establish the rule of law and respect for human 

rights . This presents us with a great challenge - the need to strengthen 

monetary control, to increase professional training and reform our civil 

policies and, above all, the need to improve judicial procedures involved in 

the &ministration of justice. 

Fourthly, there needs to be an expansion of the democratic process. We 

have made substantial progress in improving the country’s democratic 

institutions and in strengthening the political system as a form of social 

coexistence. However , there is a need to continue to improve political and 

social institutions so as to enable the people to organise, in an informed 

manner, and to participate freely in an ongoing decision-making process taking 

into account the characteristics of our various cultural differences. 
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Fortunately, the whole peace iaitiative embodied in these four points has 

received a positive national response as well am international recognition. 

We have taken basic steps tow,zrds ensuring that. as we optimistically hope, we 

can face the challenge of changing the course of our history and replacing a 

culture of war by a culture of peace, justice and freedom. 

Our efforts have taken concrete shape in the form of a direct dialogue 

between the Government of the Republic and the insurgency forces, which has 

already yielded its first fruita in the various meetings that have already 

been held. After 30 year8 of confrontation, dialogue has finally begun and 

offers the hope that the guns may fall silent and ideas at long last be heard. 

As a matter of elementary justice, I should like to acknowledge the 

valiant and steady efforts which the National Commission for the 

Reconciliation of Guatemala devoted to the peace process and the prudent and 

constructive role played by the United Nations in monitoring the process, 

which will, we hope - after the final agreement is signed - very soon evolve 

into an important function of verifying compliance with the agreement. 

In the quest for social understandings, the Government of the Republic 

has drawn up a social compact in which business, labour and cooperative 

sectors participated and - despite the vicissitudes that it has faced - this 

process has yielded results which have served to establish fundamental 

national agreements and to secure the economic and social equity to which we 

have referred. 

In the field of human rights, we are now waging an outright struggle 

against impunity, introducing substantial reforms in our juridical system and 

judicial procedures. At the same time, within the existing systems, we have 

taken firm action to punish violations. This is beginning to invert the 
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trendr of the part and sllowr UI to look forward with optimism to the 

poa8ihility of establishing a regime of trumt in the country. 

I wish to take thi3 opportunity to express my Government’r ratiofaction 

at the understanding that we have met with in this field from the 

international community, which has encouraged us in our effort8 by itr 

attitude of asairtance and cooperation, which i8 rerulting in the 

strengthening of national institutions responsible for enruring compliance 

with the law and respect for human rights. I should like here to make special 

mention of the advice and services tha C. we have received in this area from the 

United Rations. My Government considers this to be of ruch vital importance 

that, rince we took office eight months ago, we have paid rpecial attention to 

each and every one af the recommendations made to us by the expert adviser, 

Mr. Christian Tomuschat, whose guidance waa so timely and useful. 
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1 could not fail on this occasion to refer to an aspect that is an 

integral part of the policies of our Government, which seeks to ensure that 

indigenous communities in Guatemala have enjoyment of their rights and are 

adequately guaranteed opportunities which the Constitution of the Republic 

grants to all Guatemalana, without any discrimination. These policies are 

specifically directed towards recogniting and protecting the integrity of the 

social values, practice, and cultural identity of the Maya peoples and towards 

respectfully and objectively supporting the processes of change within these 

cultures themselvsa, includinq the strengthening and development of 

substantive juridical provisions which are proper to these communities and 

which recognize their traditional modes of life in the ways in which they are 

orqanized tnd in which they resolve conflicts among them. 

It is a fundamental aspiration of my Government to ensure better 

political participation by the indigenous peoples at all levels, particularly 

at the local, grassroots, municipal and regional levels. We are in the course 

of completing consultations with the various Maya ethnic groups with a view to 

the ratification of Agreement 169, on indigenous and tribal peoples in 

independent countries, adopted by the International Labour Organisation. This 

Agreement includes fundamental elements of legal trusteeship which, together 

with the provisions of domestic law, will provide greater protection to th-1 

indigenous peoples for their conditions of employment. 

In addition to the social and economic problems facing the country, we 

are now seeing an accelerated depletion of our natural resources, a large part 

of which are used by the majority sectors of our population to meet, amonq 

other things, its basic energy needs. This process of depletion and neqlect 

has systematically worsened the environmental situation and may in a few years 

lead us ,I.’ an ecological crisis that will affect not only our country but 
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tho ecological aystemn of the world, l specially becauro of itm impact on the 

Maya biosphere aone. 

From this rostrum I appeal for international solidarity to provide 

support far the specific policies we have been promoting, derigned to make 

adeguate, economic protection of our environment compatible with rational 

exploitation of our natural resources. 

There is another matter of great concern that must be added to our 

traditional problems - namely, drugs and drug trafficking, which have rapidly 

taken on such proportions that they threaten the very essence of the 

democratic State; indeed, the tremendous amounts of money generated by that 

trade lead to the corruption of institutions in such small and fragile 

economies as ours. In this field, when national efforts are patently 

insufficient, it is not enough just to raise the conscience of the individual 

citiaent international cooperation is also needed, precisely because drug 

trafficking takes advantage of the great international imbalances and the 

poverty of regions where drugs have taken hold. 

Our State has been exerting great efforts to combat drug trafficking. It 

has undertaken legislative reforms to secure better tools to fight this 

scourge: important bilateral and multilateral agreements of cooperation have 

been signed. In addition, it has strictly applied the international treaties 

to which it has subscribed in order to combat drug trafficking. Thin 

endeavour demonstrates our people’s real concern over the scourge of drug 

consumption, especially in the developed countries, and particularly among the 

young people. This is an example of the universal solidarity that should 

exist among all peoples of the world. 

In this context, our Government also expresses its concern over the 

situation of orphans and destitute and homeless children and appeals for 
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international cooperation to tnaure that the rights enshrined in the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child are truly put into effect In all 

countries. Guatemala has embarked on its own path in this rerpect and irr 

pooling its efforts with those of national and international organisations, 

both public and private, in order to provide for the well-being of children 

ard the future they deserve. 

In another area, our Government has established a clear policy of 

rsPProchemeat and integration with other countries. In this respect I should 

like to expresa our satisfaction at the reincorporation of Honduras in the 

framework Treaty of Central American economic integration and at the genuine 

possibility of expanding the Central America of Five to a Central America of 

Seven, with the inclusion of Panama and Belire. Substantial steps have been 

taken towards our ultimate goal. We have already signed wide-ranging 

agreements on free trade with El Salvador, Honduras, Venezuela and Colombia, 

and we hope that in the near future we shall be able to expand similar 

relations with other countries of the region. 

I should like to conclude this statement with the following, which, for 

my Government, represents an act of faith in the international community and 

in fundamental human rights and also clear testimony to our unswerving 

dedication to peace: Guatemala, in conformity with its policy of respect for 

human rights in all areas, has taken the fundamental step of expressly 

recognizinq, in strict adherence to international law, the right to 

self-determination of the people of Delize, thus opening the way to the final 

wding of a conflict that in its last phase dates back to 1859. This step has 

been documented in the Treaty on frontiers signed by the State of Guatemala 

and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. We hope that 

the Guatemalan decision in this matter will be appreciated in all its 
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dimensions by the international community, because of its importance both for 

our country and for the peace of the region as a whole, and that the 

international community will support us in our endeavour to ensure that this 

persistent conflict is resolved within the framework of international law. 

Recognition of the State of Belize and the establishment of diplomatic 

relations will enable us to settle the dispute in a civilised way. I would, 

however, make it clear that this territorial dispute. which still exists, 

should not in any way constitute an obstacle to harmony and ranurochement 

between our peoples or to the cooperation and mutual support that should 

prevail between the two nations. 

Finally, I should like to place it on record, before the eyes of the 

world, that Guatemala will firmly and resolutely support, regardless of what 

it may cost us, any initiative that will promote the process of peace in any 

region of the world where it may be necessary. For, to quote the Gospel, 

"Blessed be the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children 

of God". (The Holv Bible, Matthew 5:9) 

Blessed, therefore, be this Organixation, which has striven, is striving and 

will continue to strive to achieve peace. 

The PRESIDEB'I (interpretation from Arabic): On behalf of the 

General Assembly, I wish to thank the Constitutional President of the Republic 

of Guatemala for the statement he has just made. 

Mr. Jor e erran Elia Q Cons i 

Guatemala, was escorted from the General Assemblv Hall.* 

* Mr. Trexler (Italy), Vice-President, took the Chair. 
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t4rl-fQLLD18 (Ireland) 1 I offer my warm congratulations to 

Ambassador Samir Shihabi and to his country, Saudi Arabia, on his election to 

the office of President of the General Assembly. He are pleased that his 

experience and skill will guide our deliberations at thin sesrion a8 the 

United Nations enters a particularly crucial stags in its history. 

I should like also to pay a tribute to our Secretary-General, 

Mr. Javier Peres de Cuellar, whose statesmanship and wise leadership have 

guided the United Nations over the past tumultuous decade. 

At this session we welcome seven new Members to the United Nationar the 

Republic of Korea and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the Republics 

of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, the Marshall Islands and the Federated 

States of Micronesia. 

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania have, after more than 50 yeara, regained 

their sovereignty and independence. We in Ireland have sympathy and 

admiration for the courage they have shown in seeking, by peaceful means, the 

realisation of their aspirations. We are happy that these efforts have borne 

fruit, 

A year ago, as the crisis mounted in the Gulf, many of us who spoke from 

this rostrum wondered if the United Nations had the capacity and the will to 

meet the challenge. We feared that the things that had hampered the 

Organisation in the past and prevented it from making and koepinj peace might 

do so again: that the new determination to make the United Nations work, and 

the spirit of cooperation evident in recent years, might break under the 

strain of conflict. It did not happen. The will of the international 
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conmunity prevailed over one State's aggressive and expansionist ambitions. 

The price was tragically high in blood shed and lives shattered. One lesson 

is clear. A united international community acting on the precepts in the 

Charter can overcome acts of aggression. But there is another conclusion and 

a more fundamental challenge: to eliminate the causes of conflict, to build 

confidence, to prevent aggression: to avoid the dreadful paradox vhereby lives 

are lost in the pursuit of peace. 

Twelve months later we can say that our Orgsniaation is in a stronger 

position to take up this task. We can hope and work for a system of 

collective security that will protect the weak against the strong, for a 

system of law and justice and order between nations. That this is possible is 

due in the first place to the end of the cold war. For all of us who welcomed 

the end of the wasted and dangerous years of East-West confrontation and the 

potential this offered for international cooperation, the attempted coup in 

the Soviet Union presented a grave threat. It put at risk not only the future 

of democracy and human rights in that country but our hopes for a new era of 

international solidarity. Thankfully, the effort was unsuccessful. We salute 

the determination of the people of MOSCOW, St. Petersburg and other cities 

throughout the Soviet Union to defend, with their lives if necessary, their 

new liberties and their hopes for the future. I believe, too, that the 

international community, by calling for the restoration of legality and by 

affording moral support and encouragement to those who opposed the coup, also 

contributed to its defeat. I wish the peoples of the Soviet Union well in 

their efforts to evolve new political and economic structures founded on the 

Charter of Paris, including democracy based on respect for human rights, the 

rule of law and social justice. They have asked for our support and our 

help. We must respond. 
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We are at the beginning of a ner era in international life. The building 

together of a better future Is more clearly before our eyes than at any time 

in the history of the Unlted Nations. We know what we want to achieve. our 

objectives are there in the Charter agreed almost half a century ago - to end 

war. to protect the dignity and worth of the individual, to ensure freedom and 

the rule of law, and to promote economic development. Simple and clear 

precepts. How can we give them effect? 

First, we must harness the new mood and dynamism in international life 

an& bring it to bear on the great global challenges facing mankindl 

disarmament, human rights, the environment. development. These, too, are 

essential for international peace and security. They are area8 in which all 

of us have a vital interest and where none can act alone. 

Secondly, we must ensure that the fullest use is made of the peace-making 

and peace-ksaping potential of the United Nations to resolve regional 

conflicts. We have seen what can be done in Angola, Cambodia, Namibia and 

Western Sahara. Our successes and experience there should encourage us to 

persevere elsewhere. 

Thirdly, we must make this Organisation more responsive and more 

efficient in its working. What the Secretary-General, in his eloquent report, 

describes JS the renaissance of the United Nations must be consolidated. We 

should now begin a process of analysis and consultation designed to ensure 

that the United Nations system as a whole functions with maximum efficiency. 
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Without respect for human rights other achievements cao hold littlo 

value. The skarting point of all political activity has to be the recognition 

of the dignity and worth of each individual human being. It, is on this that 

true freedom and democracy rent. We have IIMIO in Eastern Europe and elsewhere 

how indomitable the human spirit can be and how irresistible is the pressure 

for change when a whole people acting in solidarity with each other demand an 

end to the needless sacrifice of individual human lives to b Stat0 system or a 

political ideology. 

The growing willingness to use legitimate pressure at the international 

level to protect and promote human rights ia based in the first instance on a 

concern for the victima. But it is also a matter of common interest to all 

nations. We are coming to appreciate that wherever there is tyranny, it is 

impossible to conduct international relations in a spirit of openoesa, 

confidence, and trust. 

Human rights are indivisible. To be a victim of hunger, illness, 

illiteracy is to be deprived of basic economic and social rights. In recent 

times we have become more aware, I believe, of the link between respect for 

human rights and economic development, which flourishes best in a context of 

individual creativity, responsible government and social justice. Repression 

is no recipe for economic and social progress. 

The realization by many of the peoples of Central and Eastern Europe of 

their aspirations to freedom and democracy has brought to the fore the 

question of how in turn the aspirations of minorities are to be addressed. 

This is a complex question to which there are no simple answers. Clearly, 

there is a duty incumbent on Governments to ensure that members of minorities 

can enjoy in full the basic human rights common to all. Where special 
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protection ir needed it should be forthccming. But beyond thin, there is an 

urgent need for the iaternst1onal c-unity to work out principlea to serve as 

a framework within which conflicting ampiratlons can be resolved peacefully 

and through aogotiatioa. 

Ireland welcomes the opportunity to review dovolopmentr in the field of 

human rights at the World Conferonce in 1993. An ossontial foundation for 

further progrear ir that tho major human rights inetruments should be accepted 

and implemented by all States. 

lo issue wra clearly illustrates our mutual interdependence than the 

environment. Wo have a shared responsibility for the ecosystem on which life 

on this planet depends. Tho agenda here is truly daunting. We must promote 

sustainable development based on equal partnership with developing 1 ountries. 

We must tackle the isruo of climate change. We musL protect our natural 

resources, such a8 forests and water. These issues are highly technical, but 

their resolution will require political leadership of the highest order. 

Ireland, vith its partners in the European Community, is determined to 

make the fullest contribution to next year’s United Nations Conference on 

Environment and Development in Brazil - the Earth Sumnit. We are glad that as 

part of the preparations, Dublin will be the site for an international 

Conference on Water and the Environment to take place next January. 

I know that some deVelOping countries are concerned that recent events in 

international life, in particular the war in the Gulf and the revolutions in 

Eastern Europe, could turn our attention away from the challenge of 

development. But development is essential to peace and security and requires 

our dedicated efforts. We must give priority to the alleviation of poverty, 

to the elimination of famine, to equitable economic relations, to the 
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relstionrhip between the environment and development, and to the problems of 

indebtedness. 

Next year’s eighth Conference of the United Nations Conference on Trade 

and Development (UNCTAD) will giv t the international conxnunity a valuable 

apportunity to form an over-all picture of the global economic aituation. 

Ireland believer that the approach must be comprehensive and based on 

consensus. UNCTAD provides a forum for the achievement of these aims. 

In the meantime, we look to an early and balanced agreement within the 

Uruguay Round. 

The 12 member State8 of the European Connnunity will submit proposals at 

this session of the General Assembly aimed at strengthening the capacity of 

the United Nations to respond with emergency assistance to situations of the 

kind we have seen, for example, in the wake of flooding or drought. We 888 

this as part of the lrider effort to empower and update the United Nations. 

Events in the past year have again underlined the urgent need ior 

progress in disarmament and arms control. We are fortunate that with 

necessity goes opportunity. As divisions end in Europe, and in the aftermath 

of the Gulf War, the outlook is more promising. 

The signature by the United States and the Soviet Union of the Strategic 

Arms Limitation Treaty and the recent announcements by France and China of 

their intention to adhere to the Non-Proliferation Treaty, as well as the 

accessions to it of South Africa, Tanzania and Zimbabwe, greatly strengthen 

the international regime of nuclear non-proliferation. 

The recent undertakings given by several countries to abolish their 

chemical weapons stocks are welcome, They will encourage developments in the 

field of conventional arms control and will underpin the belief that there is 
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a new political will to achieve progrsam in diraraament. My ~kBvernmeat 

beliovor that froth and wre urgent conmidoration should be given to the 

proporal, which Ireland ham long rupported, for a comprehenrive 

nuclear-test-ban treaty. We hope there will be widespread support fron Member 

Ststom of all region8 for the proposal to establish a United lOstions armm 

regirtor, which the 12 rwmber States of the European Conanunity are prementing 

at thim year’m semsion. 

Human rightm, the envirorunent, development and disarmament are some of 

the aream in which, designing on a broad canvas, we hope to foster a world 

order more accountable to reason and more responsive to considerations of 

justice. There are also many specific situations in which we must try to 

bring to bear the spirit and experience of the United Nations. 

The Art-b-Israeli conflict involves tvo great historical traditions - 

noble pecples that have been blown before the winds of history. It is hard to 

imagine any single developnreat that would be more welcome to the international 

connunity than a just and comprehensive solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict 

and the Palestinian question on the basis of United Nations Security Council 

resolutions 242 (1967) and 336 (1973) and the principle of land for peace. 

The end of the Gulf war has given a strong impulse to the search for a 

settlement. Ireland supports the dedicated efforts of United States Secretary 

of State James Baker. As a member of the European Conrnunity, we will actively 

contribute to the success of the peace conference. 

We want to see full respect for the human rights of the Palestinian 

people and an improvement in their economic and social conditions. The 

establishment of settlements in the occupied territories is illegal and must 

be ended. 



t-1 

?or tha firmt tine in 15 yaarr tbete ir hope of progreaa in Lebanon. We 

tejoico et the rocont roloamo of hortager and ro801 our appeal for tbo 

imcliato roloemo of there mtill held captive. 

In Iraq, we l rpect the authoritioo to torpect fully and to comply ritb 

the reaolutionr of tbo Security Council. They mumt not obrtruct the effortr 

of *Aa United lationr tour to carry out the mmndate given to them by the 

intorn8tional c-unity. 

In South Africa, the apartheid ryrtem ir an affront to reamon and human 

dignity. The removal of the legislative pillars of the system has opened the 

way for aubrtantive negotiation8 on a new constitutional order. 
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Thoeo important meanurea murt bo followed by the elimination in practice 

of all racial discrimination and by an improvement of the position of the 

disinherited. It ir now for the parties to bring about the context in which 

negotiations will have the best prospects for 8ucceaI. Among other factors it 

will be important for all parties to implement in full the national peace 

accord eigned on 14 September. I look forward to the day when a new, 

democratic, united and non-racial South Africa plays its full part on the 

stage of African and world affairs. 

The United Nations plan for peace in Cambodia offers the best guarantee 

of a just, durable and comprehensive settlement of that conflict. The 

ultimate goal must be to ensure for the Cambodian people a future in which 

they enjoy true peace and security, free from any threat of a return to past 

policies and practices and above all of the genocide which has outraged the 

conscience of mankind. 

We welcome the admission of both the Republic of Korea and the Democratic 

People's Republic of Korea to membership of the United Nations as well as the 

reopening of direct political dialogue between North Korea and South Korea. I 

urge Nor"h Korea to implement all Non-Proliferation Treaty obligations without 

delay, notably the International Atomic Energy Agency Safeguards Agreement. 

The past year has seen significant developments in Central America, not 

least because of the invaluable role played by the Secretary-General. There 

are now excellent prospects for an end to armed conflict in El Salvador and 

Guatemala. The day is approaching when all the countries of Central America 

will be able to focus their political energies on the strengthening of 

democracy and of economic and social progress, in a context of increasing 

regional cooperation and full respect for human rights. 
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tor some months the European C-unity and ite member States have sought 

a peaceful and lasting solution to the crisis in Yugoslavia rhich would 

protect the rights of all in Yugorlavia and take full account of their 

legitimate concern8 and aspirations. To this end the Community has negotiated 

cease-fires in Slovenia and Croatia and has dispatched a monitor mission to 

oversee their implementation. Moat recently the European Conunuoity has 

convened a peace confsrenca under the chairmanship of Lord Peter Carrington 

with the participation of the Yugoslav parties. Ireland has fully supported 

these IROVOI and is participating in the mnitor mission. 

Our involvement in the European Comnunity’a efforts underlines our 

long-standing cormnitment to the peaceful resolution of conflict and our 

readiness to aaaiat, 3x1 ways that are open to us, in reaching a peaceful 

solution of crises in the international arena. 

With its partners in the European Comnunity and other Conference on 

Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) participating States, Ireland is 

willing to look at additional steps that might be taken in concert with the 

parties to the Yugoalav conflict to create a stab113 background to the peace 

conference. We welcome in particular the measures adopted on Wednesday by the 

Security Council which give the backing and authority of this world 

Organisation to the effort we are making to resollre this dangerous aad complex 

conflict. 

In his report the Secretary-General has said that never before have so 

many new insights been gained about the varied tasks of keeping, making or 

building the peace in areas riven or threatened by conflict. The experiences 

in Namibia, in Haiti, and in Central America, as well as the new operations in 
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the Western Sahara and Angola, would have been beyond the reach of the United 

Nations in any other era. Of the 22 United Nations peace-keeping operations 

launched since its inception, almost half have been established in the past 

three years. 

Since Ireland’s first involvement, in 1958, it has contributed over 

33,000 personnel to United Nations service. Our soldiers currently serve in 

nine operations and our civilian police are preparing for service in two of 

them. We believe that the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon still has a 

vital contribution to make to stability in South Lebanon. 

Last year I said that proper funding of United Nations peace-keeping 

operations was essential. That is a point widely understood and accepted. 

Let us find a solution and ensure that it is no longer an issue of contention 

among us. 

In our approach to the problem of Northern Ireland we seek the peaceful 

and voluntary reconciliation of two conflicting traditions. It follows that 

we are or?osed, as a matter of fundamental principle, to ~11 recourse to 

violence, and we will continue to use all the resourcss at our disposal to 

counter the efforts of those who resort to it. Such mtlthods are deeply 

undemocratic and morally repugnant. They cannot succeed because they are 

based on the mistaken assumption that a solution can be found through 

coercion. The aim of the Irish Government is rather to build on what unites 

both traditions in Ireland rnd on the shared interest of the Irish and British 

peoples to bring peace and reconciliation. In this it has the support of the 

vast majority of the Irish people. 

It is common ground between the Irish and British Governments that a 

solution must be based on the totality of relationships within Northern 
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Irolmd, betweon North and South In the imland of Ireland, and betveon the 

imlandr of Irolsnd and Groat Britain. The Anglo-Irish Agreement, l i9n.d in 

1985, warn a development of thie approach. Since coming into force it ham 

provided a valuable mechanism of cooperation between the two Government8 on a 

ride range of ireuer relating to Northern Ireland. These include the 

eradication of dimcrimination in whatever 9uime It nay erimt, but particularly 

in employment practicem1 even-handednerm in the behaviour of the security 

forcer and in the administration of justice; respect for human right8 and the 

rule of law; and equality of esteem and treatment for both traditionr. 

We attach importance also to the role of the Anglo-Irish Agreemerlt in the 

eCOUOlMiC and BOCiSl BeCtOrB. It has enhanced cross-border cooperation in 

theme areas in recent years. Overall, progress haa been made, even if much 

still renainu to be achieved. We will continue to utilise fully the 

structures of the Agreement to this end in the period ahoad. 

The Anglo-Irish Agreement has been of particular value in identifying 

co-n elements in the approach of both Governments to Northern Ireland and in 

formaliring cooperation between them. These achievements must be preserved. 

However , the Unionist community in Northern Ireland has continued to reject 

the Agreement which it oees as a threat to its interests. Our concern now is 

to promote a political dialogue which will involve it as well as the two 

Governments and all those political parties in Northern Ireland rhich are 

conmnitted to progress exclusively through political meana. We have made clear 

that we are willing to work for a new agreement which would give full 

expression to all of the relationships of which I have spoken and which would 

therefore transcend the existing Agreement. 
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Duriaq the part year, tmatative atopa worm takoa toward. gottiep much a 

dlalo9uc undor way. Lart March tho tmm Govornnnntr and tho alocted loadorr oL 

democratic parties la Worthorn Iroland a9ro.d on a Iot of aogotiatiaq 

mtructurer correepondiag to the throo critical rolatloamhlpr. In the l vent 

tho opportunity oludod urn. Thor0 warn 8omo progro88. But derpite all offortr 

to offer reamrurance, tho mimtrumt which for 80 1009 has corroded 

rolationrhips on our irlsnd onto aqain prevailed. 
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There is now a general concern, which WJ fully share, that whstevor 

fragile progress was made in recent months should be prererved. tor it8 psrl, 

the Irish Government is determined to n+-ek to move forward no imaginatively a8 

possible in the period ahead, and we &re ready, if naceaaary, to anvisage new 

avenues of approach. Our openneslr in conditioned only by the requirement that 

the comnon objective must be not to undermine what has been achieved but to 

build a durable settlement. We do not underestimate the complexities but we 

believe that the search for a solution must be sustained. There can be false 

pessimism no less than false optimism. 

There are, I believe, factors at work for progresr. The strong tide of 

public support in both communities for the procesa of dialogue is a sign of 

hope. The relationship between the Irish and British Governments, always a 

critical factor, is one of increasing cooperation and comnitment to address 

this difficult remaining legacy of our common past. 

The European Conmunity provides a positive, wider context. It ia at once 

a model of how ancient enmities can be overcome and a practical arrangement 

which will progrssaively diminish the impact of political borders within its 

ambit. Elsewhere in Europe, far-reaching attempts are under way to confront 

other historical legacies of qreaf complexity. The prevalent mood of change 

must encourage those in Ireland who wish to escape from the entrenched 

attitudes of the past and who seek, as we do, a transformation of 

relationships which will bring lasting peace. 

The Foreign Minister of the Netherlands has already spoken in the name of 

the 12 member States of the European Community of the major challeuges 

confronting our vorld today. I fully endorse his statement. It. is his 

earnest hope - and my earnest hope - that this Assembly can move forward in 
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unison, cssting snide the division and rscriminntion of yesteryear. As 

President Roosevelt BO eloquently aaid in March 1945, the IJnited Nations! 

“Ought to spell the end of the syntem of unilateral actton. the power and 

sxclusiv~ alliancea. the spheraa of influence, the balances of power and 

all the other expedients that have been tried for centuries - and have 

alwaya failed,” 

MIeL mJ6EIR (Iraq) (interpretation from Arabic)! I present to 

Mr. Shihabi my most sincere congratulations on his election to the presidency 

of the General Assembly at ita forty-sixth seaaion. I am certain that his 

experience and ability will guide us to fruitful resulta. 

I also take this opportunity to extend my felicitationa to the new States 

Members of the U.?ited Nationa, wishing them progress and ~uccefrs in the 

service of the United Nations Charter and its objectives. In the meantime, I 

look forward to the day on which the State of Palestine will become a 

full-fledged Member of the United Nations. 

While stressing the importance of compliance with the principle8 of the 

Charter, Iraq reiterates the necessity of implementing its provisions 

equitably, without discrimination, and in a manner that would not allow one 

single State or small group of States to control the destiny of any other 

State on the premise that might is right and by exerting 811 sorts of pressure 

to influence the decisions of this Organization. Unless trri provisions of the 

Charter and international law itself are implemented in a just manner on the 

basis of equity, they will become instruments of suppression and divisiveness. 

We believe, therefore, that we are called upon today more than ever 

before to strengthen the role of the General Assembly at a ime when the world 

is witnessing rapid developments that have marginalized the role of the United 
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Notions in tha search for solutions to the issues emanating from thorns 

developments. This holds true, of course, only In IYO far an the big five 

permonent members of the Gecurlty Council do not bee it in their interests to 

give the United Nations a role or to ueo it as a cover for some act of 

so called international legitimacy. In that regard, we point to the decision 

adopt.ed by the tenth meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the Non-Aligned 

Movement., which was held in Accra, the capital of Ghana during the first week 

of this month. That decision states that8 

“Additionally, the emerging tendencies towards a unipolar world 

characterized by new elements in the increasingly complex international 

political landscape could limit the prospects of resolving the global 

problems of today, as the interests and needs of the non-aligned and 

other developing countries are not taken into due account.” 

On 23 September, we listened to the address delivered by United States 

President Bush to the General Assembly. We cannot but eapress our regret that 

a President of a St.ate - indeed, the biggest Power - would resort to unseemly 

attacks on the President of my country in a manner incompatible with 

diplomatic practice. 

In that context, if we were to call the United States President names as 

he allowed himself to do to my President, we would wonder what to call one who 

killed women, children and the elderly with his planes and missiles, and who 

bombarded th,? Amiria shelter, killing even more women and children. What 

could we call one who gave the orders to bury Iraqi soldiers alive, whose 

forces targeted baby food factories, or who insists on depriving a population 

of IR million of food, medicine, and all nt.her means of livelihood? We leave 

the answer to the international community and the United Nations. 
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Rotwithetan8ia9 the United Btatos President’@ repested ssrertionm thst he 

doem not want the Iraqi people to ruffer from farnine, food mhortaqea or e lack 

of tha bsmic roquirementr of civilian life, the fact renainl that the United 

State8 Mminirtration ir responsible above all other8 for the rufferlnq of the 

Iraqi people. The United Stater President went beyond the provirionr of the 

rolovant Security Council re8olution8 in seekin to dictate to the Council 

that the sanctions against Iraq should not be lifted until the political 

system of Iraq ~II changed. Thus he ignores the provision8 of Security Council 

resolutions sad flouts the provisions of the United Nations Chsrter to which 

he has claimed to be comnitted and determined to implement in thin new era in 

international relations. 
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The continuation of the inhuman embargo against Iraq and its people in 

spite of the Iraqi acceptance of all Security Council resolutions is a 

flagrant exploitation of the suffering of the Iraqi people for purely 

political aims. While we drar attention to the clear double standards 

employed by the United States in its policy towards Iraq, we must underline 

these double standards as reflected in the speech of the United States 

President. While he completely ignored the question of Palestine, the Israeli 

occupation of Palestinian and other Arab territories and the deprivation of 

the Palestinian people of their human and national rights and the right of 

self-determination, the United States President chose to propagate the false 

claim that Zionism is not a political movement. This statement shows either 

that the President of the United States does not comprehend the nature of the 

Zionist movement or that he is deliberately altering the facts and rewriting 

history in order to satisfy Israel and the Zionist lobby. 

Iraq has been subjected, in the name of international legitimacy and 

under the pretext of upholding it, to a deliberate full-scale destruction of 

all aspects of life. The facts about the events preceding the attack on Iraq 

have confirmed the premeditated intentions of the Powers which perpetrated 

this destruction to weaken Iraq, undermine its sovereignty and humiliate its 

people, especially after Iraq had come out of an eight-year wbr stronger and 

with greater regional and international weight than ever before. The rulers 

of Kuwait were chosen to conspire with the West, and with the United States in 

particular, to destroy the Iraqi economy as the first phase of a design for 

the total destruction of Iraq. All efforts exerted by Iraq and the Arab 

States and all the warnings candidly voiced by Iraq to them, with a view to 

persuade them to desist from the great harm they were inflicting upon the 
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Iraqi people, went unheeded. In fact, they delved more deeply into their 

arrogant hostility and further increased their collusion through the suspect 

oil policy they pursued. Their aim was to bring Iraq to its knees, break the 

will of its people, and starve its children, women and elderly. The declared 

objective of the United States and its allies, which meant to prepare for and 

justify their aggression against Iraq , was initially the so-called defence of 

Saudi Arabia. Then the objective became the ejection of Iraqi forces from 

Kuwait. Yet the military operations planned ana carried out for the supposed 

liberation of Kuwait did not begin in Kuwait. The aggression was initiated on 

17 January 1991, with a full-scale campaign of air bombardment whose targets 

were the economic infrastructure and civilian residential centres everywhere 

in Iraq. This resulted in the destruction of power plants, power transmission 

systems, oil refineries, bridges, irrigation regulators, water purification 

centres. factories. hospitals, schools, places of worship, infant-milk 

factories, grain silos and civilian shelters. 

The destruction of the Amiriya civilian shelter targeted by the criminal 

allied war planes, in which 319 civilians, mainly children, women and elderly 

people. lost their lives in the fire or through suffocation, stands out as an 

example of the barbarity perpetrated against Iraq. Were these targets on the 

Kuwait front? Did the Security Council adopt resolution 678 (1990) to achieve 

these objectives and to put Iraq on the brink of a comprehensive calamity, the 

victim of which is the civilian population, especially children, women and the 

elderly? The allied air raids. led by the United States, dropped in an 

uninterrupted manner over a period of 43 days, about 190,000 tons of 

explosives on cities and villages everywhere in Iraq. from north to south and 

from east to west. Were all these cities and villages front-line military 
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targeta on the Kuwait1 front? Did the liberation of Kuwait require the 

destruction of Iraq? 

Reithsr Security Council resolution 667 (1990) nor any of the resolutions 

adopted prior to it authorises the United States of America and its allies to 

destroy Iraq. MO one in hia right mind could accept that destruction of all 

Iraqi civilian installations uaa the only wsy to force the Iraqi forces out of 

Kuwait. The battlefront itself witnessed the worst of United States ignominy 

and cowardice when the hmericans chose to use tank ploughs to bury thousands 

of Iraqi soldiers alive in their trenches instead of having to fight them on 

the battlefield. Pentagon sources have admitted the actual perpetration of 

this abject operation uhen the story was published in the United States press 

on 12 September instant. 

We call upon the international community through this forum and through 

the other regional and international organirationa to condemn that criminal 

act, investigate it and hold its perpetrators fully responsible. We also call 

upon the International Committee of the Red Cross to conduct an investigation 

of the matter and take the mesa.,. ds necessary for the bodies of our martyrs to 

be brought home. 

That is one example of the practices employed by the United States, in 

violation of all known military principles, to achieve their so-called victory 

over the valiant soldiers of Iraq. 

It is worth stating that Mr. Perez de Cuellar, the Secretary-General of 

the United Nations, pointed out in his annual report this year, dated 

6 September 1991, that the measures taken to use force were not carried out 

exactly in accordance with Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, for the 

Security Council 
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"authorised the use of force on a national and coalition basis" (A/46/1, 

p.6) 

rather than by the United Nations itself. The Secretary-General stressed the 

necessity 

"t&at the rule of proportionality in the employment of armed force is 

observed and the rules. of humanitarian law applicable in armed conflicts 

are complied with" f&&l.). 

The Secretary-General also pointed out in bis report tbe importance that the 

human effect of sanctions on the population of the State subject to such 

sanctions need to be carefully borne in mind. 

Having completed the withdrawal of its forces from Kuwait, Iraq declared 

both its acceptance of the resolutions issued by the Security Council and its 

commitment to their implementation. 

With regard to resolution 687 (1991). which effected the cease-fire, and 

further to the withdrawal of the Iraqi forces from Kuwaiti territory, all 

Kuwaiti prisoners of war and detainees have been released and repatriated 

along with all third-country nationals, while the operation to return Kuwaiti 

properties is being continued. As regards the other paragraphs, the 

resolution entrusts the United Nations with the task of pursuing their 

implementation, and the United Nations is doing so with the full cooperation 

of the Iraqi authorities. 

Kuwait, however, as part of its efforts to ensure the continued 

imposition of the economic blockade upon the people of Iraq, along with the 

continued presence of the United States forces in the region, raises, from 

time to time, claims that are both baseless and untrue. Kuwait claims, for 

instance, that Iraq still detains a number of Kuvaiti civilians; and I want to 
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strerr from this rostrum that Iraq has returned all military Kuwaiti prisoners 

of war under the supervision of the International Connittee of the Red Cross 

(ICRC). In fact, mince 4 March 1991, 6,316 Kuwaitis have been returned. The 

only one0 remaining are 17 Kuwaitis, already registered with ICRC and awaiting 

a decision from Kuwaiti authorities to receive them. Iraq has also submitted 

to ICRC B list of 3,536 Kuwaltis - constituting 606 families present in Iraq - 

in addition to another list of 159 other Kuwaitis. 
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The Ruraiti ride hao not accepted the return of more than 170 of these 

registere/. Kuwaitits. Thus, it is the Uuvaiti authoritiee that bear full 

responsibility for obstructing the return of these Kuwaitis, who are 

registered with ICRC. Iraq has also advised the United Rations 

Secretary-General and the Secretary-General of the League of Arab States as 

per its official memoranda dated 26 August 1991, in detail, of these facts and 

reiterated it8 willingness to cooperate with the Red Cross for all Kuwaitis 

present in Iraq to be delivered to the Kuwaiti side. We have also asked the 

United Nations and the League of Arab States to urge the Kuwaiti side to agree 

to receive theae nationals. 

krthermore, Iraq has requested the Secretary-General of the League of 

Arab Statea to send a mission of investigation to ascertain the actual facts 

of this question. The Secretary-General of the League of Arab States has 

granted thia request and the mission arrived in Baghdad two days ago. The 

Iraqi authorities will cooperate fully with the Arab League mission in order 

for the truth of the matter to be known. 

Another chapter of Kuwaiti claims has been the episode of an alleged 

Iraqi military landing in Bubiyan Island, over which Kuwait made a tremendous 

political and propaganda noise. Kuwait filed a complaint with the Security 

Council, leading some Western countries and their allies to rush to condemn 

Iraq in the light of the allegations. Then, as soon as the investigations 

into the Kuwaiti claims were completed by the United Nations Iraq-Kuwait 

observation mission, the whole thing turned out to be a Kuwaiti hoax. Through 

allegations of this kind, the rulers of Kuwait want to ensure that ti.~ ?"ited 

States forces would be kept stationed in the region for as long as possible. 

The reports of the team of observers, ds mentioned in the reports of the 

Secretariat of 23 September 1991, on the cease-fire between Iraq and Kuwait, 
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attest to the adherence and cooperation of the Iraqi authorities with the team 

and the fact that there are no violations of the cease-fire by the Iraqi side 

whereas there are violations by the Kuwaiti forces. 

On the other hand, the United States and its allies persist in their 

insistence on continuing the economic blockade against Iraq and the 

extortionist efforts aimed at burdening Iraq with the costs of destroying its 

own weapons and of establishing the compensation fund. In the meantime, more 

than 18 million Iraqis are being deprived of their food and medicine and, 

consequently, exposed to famine and deadly epidemics. The first victims 

amongst them are the children of Iraq. This has, in fact, been stressed by 

such United Nations missions as those headed by Assistant Secretary-General 

Martti Ahtisaari and Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, the Special Representative of 

the Secretary-General, the joint mission of the United Nations Children's Fund 

(UNICEF) and the World Health Organixation (WBO), the Ffarvard University teem 

ana ICRC. 

The countries which raise the slogans of liberty, democracy and human 

rights are the very countries which indulge in the most heinous violations of 

the most basic human rights when they prevent the supply of foodstuffs, 

medical needs and other civilian materials to the people of Iraq. By imposing 

this blockade upon Iraq and its people they clearly violate international 

human-rights conventions, such as the International Covenant on Economic, 

Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political 

Rights, the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, the 1948 Declaration of 

Human Rights and, particularly, the Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 and the 

Protocol annexed to it, all of which prohibit actions preventing food and 

medicine from reaching civilians, even in a situation of ongoing war. The 

Protocol also prohibits the starving of civilians for war objectives. 
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Security Council resolution 706 (1991) goes in the opposite direction to 

the proposals made in the reports of the United Nations missions that visited 

Iraq. This resolution does not seek to alleviate the suffering of the Iraqi 

people by meeting their humanitarian needs so much as it tries to exploit the 

needs and suffering in order to impose such restrictions upon the Iraqi 

economy as have no precedent in history. This constitutes an infringement of 

the sovereignty of Iraq and interference in its internal affairs, in violaticn 

of the United Nations Charter and of all norms and rules of international law. 

Security Council resolution 706 (1991) eeeks, in effect, to maintain 

indefinitely the imposition of the economic blockade, which is contrary to the 

provisions contained in paragrsph 22 of Security Council resolution 

667 (1991). Security Council resolution 706 (1991) considers it sufficient to 

give Iraq the very minimum of its food and medical needs - enough only to 

prevent people from being starved to death - without allowing Iraq to engage 

in the reconstruction required to undo the horrible destruction inflicted by 

the military aggression upon its economy in the fields of agriculture, 

irrigation, communications, bridges, health care and the oil industry. 

Security Council resolution 706 (1991) seeks, in fact, to pressurize Iraq 

into relinquishing its oil resources to the control of the forces of 

aggression and placing its economic requirements and monetary policy hostage 

to the will of a smail group of States that has assigned to itself the role of 

guardian of the people of Iraq, cancelling the role of the cou,ltry'a 

Government and drawing out for this purpose a mechanism that is impossible to 

implement. 

Hence, Security Council resolution 706 (19911, which was originally meant 

to meet the economic and humanitarian needs of Iraq and its people, has turned 

out to run counter to the Charter of the United Nations and to impose foreign 
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heyemony over the independent will of the people of Iraq. Furthermore, thin 

resolution torpedoes the provisions of Security Council resolution 667 (1991) 

permitting Iraq to purchase foodst.uffa, medicines and other civilian needs 

without hegemony or interference. 

It is relevant to refer here to the wide media fuss raloed over the last 

few days concerning the group of observers currently in Iraq, headed by 

Mr. David Kay. In this respect, I muat mention the following facts. The 

formula for the submission of documents and other material by the observer 

teams requires that the documents and material be registered in the record 

signed by both parties. Moreover, materials are to be described and 

photographed in order to prevent any tampering with or additions to 

originals. But, in fact, the inspection team insisted on seizing large 

quantities of documents without complying with the proper procedures. 

Furthermore, from the beginning the head of the team refused to comply with 

these procedures. As if the havoc that he had wreaked were not sufficient, he 

went so far as to try to seize the personal files of employees in the field of 

energy. These files included only addresses, photographs and personal details. 

On the one hand, this has no basis in the relevant Security Council 

resolutions, and goes far beyond the functions of the inspection team: on the 

other hand, it jeopardites the lives of these officials, as the files will 

inevitably fall into the hands of foreign intelligence organisations and, 

consequently, reach the Israeli Mossad. It is well known that this criminal 

agency targeted, and even assassinated, a number of workers in the atomic 

energy industry in Iraq. 

l,astly, it behoves me to state that the present inspection team is headed 

by David Kay, who made this fuss. It was he who made a similar fuss ayainst 

Iraq last June. 
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The other 12 groups of inspectors to visit Iraq completed their work. 

quietly and expressed their appreciation for the cooperation Of the Iraqi 

authorities. The repetition of events in this a manner and their timing - at 

the beginning of the General Assembly session , when a climate could be created 

sympathetic to the Iraqi people and its cause, a climate that could favour 

lifting the economic blockade from our children , elderly people and women - 

shows that the team's intention .qas to create a tense, anti-Iraq Climate. 

This confirms what we have said before, namely that this person is following 

tendentious instructions that are not in consonance with the functions with 

which the United Nations has entrusted him. 

What we have seen of the so-called new world order clearly suggests that 

it is going to be a w&polar order which ignores the needs and interests of 

developing countries. It will be an order established on the basis of 

positions and decisions dictated by one country or a handful of countries, 

positions and decisions designed to suit the narrow interests of those 

countries in a selective double-standard manner alien to the principles of 

justice and fairness enshrined in the United Nations Charter. 

What we have seen so far of the features of that new world order are no 

more than flagrant practices of interference in the internal affairs of other 

States, massive disregard for the rights of the Palestinian people, who 

continue to live under foreign occupation and control, and selective policies 

permitting certain countries to arm themselves with the weapons of their 

choice, including nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction, while on the 

other hand imposing a total embargo on other countries. 

There are many examples of the double-standard criteria adopted by some 

States, led by the United States. I shall confine myself to an example 
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relating to Iraq. When Iraq takes measures to protect security and stability 

within its territory against the murder, pillage and sabotage perpetrated by 

bands of infiltrators, traitor8 and foreign agents, Western forces interfere, 

even militarily, to protect those terrorists. Yet, when Turkey launches 

military raids and offensives inside Iraqi territory, on the pretext of 

attacking saboteurs and terrorists who had fled from Turkey, the United 

States, in statements by its top officials, declares its support for such 

action. 

A8 far the question of Palestine, it is the most flagrant example in this 

respect. While many countries call for the implementation of international 

legitimacy and try to hide their illegitimate acts against Iraq behind that 

slogau, some of them continue to ignore the rights of the Palestinian people 

while United Nations resolutions on the Palestinian issue remain unimplemented 

and while the forces of Zionist occupation continue their policy of annexing 

occupied Arab lands, build settlements on them, carry out schemes for Jewish 

immigration and employ the ugliest methods of repression against helpless men, 

women and children. 

Justice, fairness and the principles of the United Nations Charter demand 

that the international cosununity stand by the Palestinian people in its plea 

for the right of self-determination on its own Palestinian soil, like any 

other people that regained its independence, and for the chance to exercise 

its undeniable, inalienable rights and to establish an independent State, 

under the leadership of the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO), its sole 

legitimate representative. 

But today, we are witnessing attempt8 to marginalize the role of the 

United Nations and ignore its decisions aimed at finding a solution to the 
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Palestinian question. The United Nations must play a major effective role in 

this sphere and in the implementation of its resolutions on the Palestinian 

issue. The first thing that must be implemented is Israel's withdrawal from 

all occupied Palestinian territories, including Holy Al-Quds. and all the 

other Arab territories. There must also be a halt to the mass immigration of 

Jews from the Soviet Union and other countries and their settlement in 

occupied Palestine. 

Any measures that ignore the fact that the Palestine Liberation 

Organisation is the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people 

would be tantamount to an attempt to impose a solution on the Palestinian 

people from outside; that we must not accept. 

We stress that Iraq's principled position is to support the Palestinian 

people, led by the PLO, in its struggle to regain all its inalienable rights. 

That principled Iraqi position, coupled with the strong resolve of the people 

and the leadership of Iraq to confront Zionist and imperialist schemes which 

target the future of the Palestinian people and the Arab nation as a whole, 

prompted Zionist ana imperialist circles, and those allied to and colluding 

with them to launch their 30-State aggression aimed at destroying Iraq and its 

capabilities. 

At the conclusion of my statement, I want to draw the attention of Member 

States to the fundamental goal of the founding of this Organisation: to 

preserve the sovereignty of peoples over their territories and safeguard their 

right tu live in freedom and dignity. 

The Assembly is now faced with the tragic human situation that has 

befallen the people of Iraq, which has been making a considerable contribution 

to progress, justice and humanity for more than 6,000 years. That people is 
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faclq the npectro of the worst kind of starvation and dlmeamm INI a result of 

the unjumt economic blockade, whose first victims are children, woman, the 

elderly and other innocent civilians. 

Therefore, this Organisation, shone Charter promoter tha dignity of the 

individual, facea a test of its conscience nnd humanity. Himtory will make 

its judgement in the light of how the United Nations conducts itrolf and how 

its addresses this tragic situation.* 

I&-m (Indonesia) t It gives me great pleaauro, Sir, to extend 

to you my congratulations and those of the Indonesian delegation on your 

election to the presidency of the forty-aiath session of the General 

Assembly. We are gratified that the stewardship of this session haa been 

entrusted to a seasoned diplomat and an eminent representative of a fraternal 

Asian country with which Indonesia has always enjoyed traditionally close and 

friendly relations. Your elevation to your high offics is both apt 

recognition of your personal qualities and a reflection of the enhanced role 

and stature of Saudi Arabia in world affaira. 

To your predecessor, His Excellency Mr. Guido de Marco, I should like to 

convey our deep appreciation and respect for the excellent manner in which he 

directed our work durinq a very eventful year. 

* The President returned to the Chair. 
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It is with a sense of genuine satisfsction that Indonesis welcomes the 

accession of the Republic of Korea and the Democratic People’s Republic of 

Norea to full membership in the United Natione. We believe that this decision 

will contribute to bringing their shared aspiration to unification clooer to 

realisation. Let me also add my sincere felicitations to our nesr neighbours 

in the Pacific, the Republic of the Marshall Islano, and the Federated States 

of Micronesia. Indonesia looks forward to fostering close and mutually 

beneficial relstions with them. We are equally pleased to welcome Estonia, 

Latvia snd Lithuanis in our midst and to congratulate them on having 

deservedly regained their rightful place in the ranks of sovereign nations. 

We are at a unique juncture in history, a moment of both opportunity and 

challenge as never before presented to us since the end of the Second World 

War. 

The momentous transformation of East-West relations has brought an end to 

the cold war, thus releasing human and material resources which for so long 

were tied down in ideological rivalry, bloc politics and confrontation. The 

fundamental changes and powerful new trends currently permeating the global 

scene have given rise to revived hopes for a new era in international 

relations, greater peace and more equitably spread prosperity in the world. 

The past year has seen the further consolidation of major-Power 

mB-ox.he.manf and cooperation, including efforts towards the resolution and 

defusing of regional conflicts and tensiona. A renewed confidence in the 

efficacy of multilateralism in addressing global problems has resulted in a 

welcome revindication of the value and role of the United Nations. On the 

erstwhile dangerously divided continent of Europe, the processes of 

coalescence and integration have gained further momentum. Concurrently, 

deepening interdependence and globalization in the world economy are 
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propelling the need for more rational, equitable and mutually beneficial 

cooperation between nations. 

Yet it is obvious that transformed East-West relations alone have not 

removed, and cannot be expected to remove, all incidences and causes of 

conflict in the world. The recent Gulf crisis and the complexities in dealing 

with its aftermath are a poignant reminder of the fragility of the present 

international security situation. 

The bright prospects and opportunities implicit in tbe improved global 

political climate continue to be sharply contrasted with the emergence of new, 

and the persistence of old, problems, unprecedented challenges, pervasive 

uncertainties and unresolved inequities. Simmering tensions and violent 

conflicts, ethnic strife and religious contention still plague many regions 

and countries of the world. The last vestiges of colonialism and 

institutionalised racism have yet to be erased from the fabric of inter-State 

and inter-personal relations. The trend towards integration among States is 

simultaneously accompanied by deeply disturbing phenomena of disintegration of 

States and of societies, in Europe as well as in various parts of the 

developing world. 

The positive transformations in the political domain have yet to find 

their corresponding reflection in the economic sphere, where unrelieved 

disparities and unacceptable injustices continue to aggravate North-South 

relatfoons. Thus it would appear that the world is still uneasily suspended 

between old concepts and new realities and the perceived battle-line still 

drawn between the threatened privilege of the rich and the threatened survival 

of the poor. 

The dawning of a new era in international relations has led to renewed 

hopes of constructing a new system of global governance and a new world order 
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of stable peace, cormon security and sustainable development. But if the 

pursuit of this objective is to achieve legitimacy snd acceptance by the 

international cornunity as a whole, then it cannot but be bared on the 

recognition of the United Nations as its centrepiece. Such a new 

international order must be firmly rooted in the fundamental principles of the 

United Nstionr Charter and organised on the precepts of universality and 

sovereign equality, encompaaaing all nations - large and small, strong and 

weak, alike. For it is only through equitably ahared responsibility and a 

joint commitment to global cooperation and solidarity that we can hope to 

manaqe the massive changes that are at present transforming international 

relations. Moreover, lasting peace and stable security cannot be achieved 

unless the concept of security itself is expanded to embrace such non-military 

threats aa structural underdevelopment aad mass poverty, large-scale 

unemployment and cross-border migration, resource scarcity and severe 

environmental degradation. 

In short, if we are to build a viable new world order, then its 

architecture anri mauayemarri -------L---I ..^, lnutii be L”‘rqJrarrollu*r”,y c=ccgi.“*=d 2p.d nnt hr mana -a”.- -- . - .- - 

dependent on the military and economic might of individual countries or groups 

of countries. It should be a new world order dedicated to peace as well as 

justice, to security as well as development, to democracy both within and 

among States, and to the promotion of the fundamental rights of nations as 

well as of the individual human being. 

The changing patterns of relationships between the major Powers will 

inevitably lead us towards a new, global security environment, no longer 

anchored in the bi-polarism of East-West contention, but much more complex in 

its mutual interactions and, for some time to come, less predictable in its 

evolution. The transitional period can therefore be erpected to be marked by 
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inherent fluidity and instability. In these conditiona, the need t.o redouble 

efforts in the field of arma limitation and dioarmament assumes added 

importance and urgency. 

We are encouraged by the substsntive progress that has been made since 

last year. We welcomed the Treaty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe, 

although we realize that the restraints embodied in it are still confined to 

but one, albeit vital, region of the world. We likewise welcomed the 

strategic arms agreement reached last month between the United States and the 

Soviet Union, mandating a subatantial reduction of their nuclear arsenals. 

China and France have now signified their readiness to adhere to the 

non-proliferation Treaty, thus removing one of its major shortcomings. The 

Amendment Conference of the States Parties to the partial test-ban Treaty, 

held last January, provided a timely boost to efforts to attain the commonly 

agreed objective of a complete cessation of nuclear testing, and tne process 

is continuing. 

The enlarged opportunities now presented to us by the changed global 

environment ahould therefore be seized, and sustained efforts need to be 

deployed to accelerate progress on the priority issues on the disarmament 

agenda. These include: continuing reductions in nuclear weapons to levels of 

reasonable sufficiency, as an intermediate step towards their ultimate 

elimination; the achievement of a treaty banning all nuclear tests by all 

States in all environments; the prohibition of all weapons of mass 

destruction: the speedy conclusion of a comprehensive chemical weapons 

convention; strengthening the effectiveness of the biological weapons 

Convention; and curbing the excessive build-up and transfer of conventional 

armaments, taking into account the legitimate security needs of States and 

involving both supplier and recipient countries. 
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Of equally acute concern ia the fact that in atey with the rapid advances 

in science and t.ethnology, nbw, more destructive and rophiatlcated rsapons 

continue to be ridded to the arsenals of nations even as their numbers are 

being reduced. It is for this reason that Indonesia has repeatedly stressed 

the urgent need to address the qualitative aspects of the global arms race. 

It has been generally acknow~edgsd that the weapons of the future will be more 

destabilising. impart grsater vulnerability, increase the possibility of war 

and further complicate efforts to reverse the arms race. Thus, the centrality 

of technological innovation is pertinent, not only to the qualitative arm8 

race but to international security as well. 

While globally a spirit of conciliation prevails, focal points of tension 

and conflict regrettably persint, notably on the continents of the developing 

world. Although the imposition of super-PLwer contention onto these conflicts 

has now practically disappeared, and antagonists are showing greater 

receptivity towards dialogue and negotiation, the pace of progress in 

resolviny these conflicts remains slow and uneven. 

Armed hostilities in Afghanistan continue, despite the encouraging 

developments that have recently occurred in the search for a negotiated 

settlement. The joint decision taken by the United States and the Soviet 

Union to cease arms supplies to the warring parties was welcome and timely but 

unfortunately did not stop the fighting. My delegation believes that at this 

juncture the five-point proposal of the Secretary-General could serve as a 

useful basis for the initiation of an intra-Afghan dialogue, leading towards 

the establishment of a broad-based government within a sovereign, independent 

and non-aligned Afghanistan. 
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On the quertion of Cyprus, a definitive solutioo remains elurive despite 

unremitting efforts to arrive at leaat at a mutually acceptable outline of an 

overall agreement, We hope that the projected quadripartite, high-level talks 

between Turkey, Greece and the leaders of the two Cypriot communities will 

still materialise in the near future and bring u8 closer to a settlement based 

on the concept of a bicomnunal and bisonal federatioo. 

In South Africa, such legislative pillars of apartheid as the Population 

Registration Act, the Group Areas Act and the Land Act have been finally torn 

down. Notwithstanding these laudable developments, the fundamental basis of 

the apartheid system, particularly its undemocratic Constitution. is still in 

place and the process of negotiation towards its replacement needs to be 

accelerated. We are also deeply concerrled at the unabated interfactional 

violence for which the Pretoria regime must be held accountable. Any lifting 

of sancti.>ns, therefore, should be deferred until the course of fundamental 

change towards the establishment of a democratic, non-racial South Africa, 

based on universal suffrage, has become irreversible. 

The traumatic crisis that has enveloped the Persian Gulf since August of 

last year has served as a stark reminder of the volatility of the 

international security situation, despite major-Power &&sn_m. Indonesia is 

deeply saddened by the extent of the devastation, in terms of the loss of 

life, the immense suffering and material destruction caused by Iraq’s invasion 

of Kuwait and by the multinational war subsequently waged to redress it. We 

wholeheartedly welcomed the restoration of Kuuait’s sovereignty, independence 

and territorial integrity and of its legitimate government. But now the 

international community faces the task of addressing the complex ramifications 

and problems of the post-war period, including the humanitarian aspects. In 
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this teak the United Rations has a vitsl role to play and it must return to 

centre stage in healing the wounds of war and in restoring stable peace and 

security on the baain of all relevant Securjty Council resolutions regarding 

the entire Middle East region. 

The explicit rationale for the Gulf war was to preserve international 

peace and security and to ensure full compliance with Security Council 

decisions. It is now time for these standards to be equally and consistently 

applied to the wider, underlying problems of the region which for so much 

longer have made the Middle East the powder keg of the world. 

We must now turn our urgent attention to the larger issues that have 

always been at the core of agonising conflict and enmity in the region, 

namely, the legitimate struggle of the Palestinian people, under the 

leadership of the Palertine Liberation Organization (PLO), their sole and 

legitimate representative, to secure their inalienable rights to 

self-determination and independence in their own homeland; the withdrawal of 

Israel fl )rn all illegally occupied Palestinian and Arab lands, includiny 

Jerusalem and the Syrian Arab Golan: and the wider security aspects and needa 

of all countries of the region. 

Xsrael has now adopted an even more rigid position towards any effort to 

achieve a peaceful and just resolution of the conflict, In thia regard, 

Indonesia welcomes the current initiative undertaken hy the United States to 

start a restricted peace conference on the basis of Security Council 

resolutions 242 (1967) and 336 (1973) and the principle of land for peace, and 

we note the constructive response by tho Arab countries directly concerned. 

However, we do have serious misgivings regarding some aspects of the proposed 

negotiating format, in particular Israel’s arrogation of the right to 
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detetrl,llne the nature and composition of Palestinian representation. We 

continue to believe that ultimately the International Peace Conference on the 

Middle East, an called for by resolution 38156 (Cl, remains the most viable 

negotiating framework within which all the essential elements for a just 

settlement could be comprehensively addressed. And to be comprehensive, such 

a solution should necessarily include the restoration of Syrian sovereignty 

over the Golan and the complete withdrawal of all Israeli occupation forces 

from southern Lebanon. 

Por the past two decades, Cambodia has been the scene of unending 

conflict and unspeakable human suffering and a source of continuing tension, 

turmoil and division in South-East Asia. I am deuply gratified to observe 

that the unremitting efforts to bring an end to the Cambodian tragedy have now 

reached the final stages. 

Since September last year, the pace of the peace process has picked up 

dramatically, resulting in a number of decisive breakthroughs. As may be 

recalled, the framework document on a comprehensive political settlement, 

agreed upon by the five permanent members of the Security Council in August 

last year, was subsequently accepted in ita entirety by the Cambodian parties 

and endorsed by the international community as a whole. With the support and 

active contributions of the five permanent members of the Security Council, 

the representative of the Secretary-General and the Co-Chairmen of the three 

Working Committees of the Paris Conference on Cambodia, Australia, Canada, 

India, Japan, Laos and Malaysia, the two Co-Chairmen of the Paris Conference 

on Cambodia then succeeded in elaborating this framework into a set of 

full-fledged draft agreements for a comprehensive political settlement. 

Through intensive negotiations, and at a series of meetings in Jakarta, Paris, 
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Pattaya, Bmijin, and lartly hsre in Row Ysrk, the major contentious point8 in 

theme draft agroemontm have now been resolved. Thus the way im opan for their 

evontual adoption and aignature at the reconvened Paris Conference. 
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chairmanship of Rlr Royal Highness Prince Samdech 

above all, l ignified the effective functioning of 

long-awaited procoss of national reconciliation. 
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ieved within the framework of 

) itself, under the artute 

Norodom Sihanouk, which, 

the SNC and the lrtsrt of the 

Although some delicate work in tying up loose ends still remains to be 

done, it can perhaps be said that at last we can see the light at the end of 

the tunnel - and this time it is not the light of an onruahing train! Indeed, 

the presence of Prince Sihanouk and the other members of the Cambodian SNC 

delegation at thir session of the General Assembly is symbolic of this 

gratifying rotate of affairs, and we all share the sense of optimism he 

expreased in his statement before the Assembly yesterday. 

Much of the credit should go, first and foremost, to the Cambodian 

leaders who have demonsLrated wisclom and the capacity to put the higher 

interests of their nation before rancour, recrimination and revenge. But as 

one who, together with the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), 

has been 50 intimately involved in the long negotiating process, I should also 

like to pay tribute to France, as the indefatigable Co-Chairman of the Paris 

Conference, to the five permanent members of the Security Council for their 

decisive role and conunitment, to the ASEAB countries for their constant 

support and solidarity, to our Secretary-General and his Special 

Representative for their invaluable contributions and dedicated perseverance, 

to all participants in the Paris Conference and indeed to all States Members 

of the United Nations for their unfailing cooperation and faith. 

The past year also witnessed continuing change and transition in the 

international economy. But, as noted earlier, some of the positive 
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dovelopmenta thst are taking place in the political sphere ICO yet to bo 

reflected in the economic domain. 

trpoctationr that with the ameliorstion of Esat-Wont relstionr a 

substantial pmscm dividend could be reaped. to the psrticulsr bonefit of the 

devoloping countrime, have yet to matoriall+e. Carlior hopom that at :ong 

last world development8 worm going to open up va8t new opportunitiar for 

more-generalised economic progresr were subsequently dashed by the outbreak of 

the Gulf Cri8i8 and it8 aftermath, with all it8 financial and OCOnOmiC 

implications. 

The Uruguay Round, at It8 supposedly final meeting In Brussels in 

December of la8t year, utterly failed to arrive at a 8UCCO88fUl conclu8ion, 

thus portending increased protectionism and the continuation of 8evetre 

imbalances and constraints in relations between the industrialised and the 

developing countrie8. 

Increasing globalirntion and the rapid advances in science and technology 

that are drastically altering the patterns of world production and economic 

and financial interchange indeed offer greater possibilities for conmnon 

progress. Yet, at the same time they may well have a negative impact on the 

position of developing countries in terms of comparative advantage, in terms 

of trade and and in terma of the international division of labour. 

It is now also being recognised that the dramatic transformations in the 

Central and Eastern European economies and the formation of powerful economic 

groupings among developed countries could have both positive and negative 

effects on the growth prospects of developing countries. Thus, the elements 

of uncertainty and unpredictability in world economic developments tend to 

become even more pronounced. 
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These adverse developments, coming on top of the crippling legacy of the 

decade of the 1080s from which moat developing countries have yet to recover, 

have inevitably compounded the difficulties and dilemmas confronting the 

developing countries. Of especially grave concern in this context ia the 

continuin9 critical situation in Africa, where the economic and social 

deprivations of milliona cry out for concerted sction. 

Xn the light of these real it.iea, the need to forge a new global consensus 

and commitment to strengthen international cooperation, and especially to 

revitalite the economic growth and development of the developing countries, 

assumes poignant urgency. The sustained economic progress of the North is not. 

possible without the economic growth of the South, for the fRte and fcbrtunes 

of both are now inextricably intertwined. 

Durable peace cannot be built solely or primer ily on the strength of 

weapons, but should be rooted in the solid bedrock of economic progress and 

social justice, both among and within nations. Neither can it be const.ruct.ed 

on the shifting sands of uncertainty. 

It is also obvious that the need to reactivate the North-South dialogue 

has now become more pressing than ever. But if we have learned from the 

frustrating experiences and the causes of prolonged stalemate in the past, 

such a reactivated dialogue should not any longer be cast in terms of 

“demands” on the part of the developing countries or misperceived as “charity” 

on the part of the advanced countries. Rather, it should be based on the 

imperatives of genuine interdependence, mutuality of interest and mutual 

benefit. Indonesia remains convinced that, despite the wide diversity in 

levels of economic development., needs and concerns, both the North dnd the 

South share a real and quanLifiable interest in seekin open and equitable 
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tradlnq end monetary ayatemsr in achisvlnq stable primary-conxnodity markets at 

prices remunerative to producera and fair to conoumern) in ohtaininq a 

comprehansive an8 durable solution to the debt crisis baaed on a 

development- oriented approach8 and In ensuring nuotainable development through 

affectivs international cooperation in environment.al protection.* 

The threat of irreversible environmental destruction and the reeultiny 

impact on mankind’8 well-being and on development have become a major global 

concern. Indonesia, which has alwaya been fully supportive of the pressing 

need for environmental protection, believes that- in this undertaking a 

balanced approach should be maintained. A9 an issue affecting the entire 

international community, it is imperative that environmental problems be 

addressed on the basis of equitably shared responsibility of all countries and 

that the issue not become a new bone of contention between the North and the 

South. Neither should it be made an added condition for cooperation in 

development. This calls for an unprecedented level of both national efforts 

and international cooperation, including the provision of additional financial 

resources and access to environmentally sound technologies to the developing 

countries. 

Paradoxically, both affluence and poverty have contributed to 

environmental degradation. It is now being commonly acknowledged that past 

and present patterns of development in the industrialized countries have been 

a major cause of damage to the environment. On the other hand, for the 

developing countries, overcoming the problems of poverty and population 

pressures will be essential if they are to pursue environmentally sound and 

sustainable development. 

L Mr. Rogers (Belize). Vice--President. took the Chair. 
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Indonesia doom8 it a ble88iag to be tho curtodian of va8t. rich tropical 

forebta, but 8t the mame time it rocogniror it8 rpecial rerponribility. 

Indeed, wo are doing our utmont, within our limited material and technological 

capabilities, to guard againrt thoir doplotion and to prosorvo their diver80 

biological wealth. Uo should noto, howover, that not only tropical foreats 

but al8o, for differing reamonm, boreal and temperato forertm are l eriou8ly 

throatonod. Hence, in pur8uing rurtainablo foro8t managonwnt that would allow 

for both their preservation and thoir economic utilisation, a global 

cooperative franuwork medo to be developod. 
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We trust that the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in 

Bra8il next year will :ndoed adopt II comprehensive and balanced approach in 

eddrerring tho broad spectrum of issues on its agenda, including those on 

climatic change and on hanardnus and toxic wastes. 

The protection of human rights has of Isto also become a subject of 

heightened international attention and concern. But the rubject of human 

rights is, of course, not a new ioaue. Since 1948. with the adoption of the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Orqaniaation has developed a 

growing corpus of covenants, conventions and other instruments which 

constitute an international bill af human rights and, in the process, commonly 

agreed conceptual perceptions, principles and procedures have emerged. 

Aa we all know, two broad categories of human rights can be discerned, 

namely, civil and political rights, and economic, social and cultural rights. 

These in turn relate to the rights of the individual and the rights of the 

community, the society or the nation. The promotion and protection of all 

these categories of human rights is essential for the full realisation of 

human dignity and for the attainment of the legitimate aspirations of the 

individual as well as those of society as a whole. 

Henze, human rights are indivisible and interrelated, and precisely 

because human rights are indivisible exclusive emphasia on one category over 

another cannot be justified. Assessments of the human rights performance of 

individual States can be made objectively only if all categories are taken 

into account. 

Moreover, indivisibility also implies the need for a balanced 

relationship between the rights of the individual and those of society, or, 

put differently, the obligations of individuals to their community or 
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oociety. 6uch a balance is critical, for ito absence can lead to a denial of 

the rights of the aoclety 68 a whole and, indeed, can lead to instebility and 

anarchy. 

Elaoic human righta and fundamental freedoms are unquestionably of 

universal validity. However , it is also commonly agreed that their 

implementation in the national context should remain the competence and 

responsibility of each government, while taking into account the complex 

variety of problema, of diverae value systems and of the different economic, 

social and cultural realities prevailing in each country. This national 

competence not only derives from the principle of sovereignty, but is also a 

logical consequence of the inherent right of nations to their national and 

cultural identity and to determine their own social and economic syatema. 

I fully concur with the view of the Secretary-General, a8 stated in his 

annual report that: 

“the principle of non-interference with the essential jurisdiction of 

States cannot be regarded as a protective barrier behind which human 

righta could be massively or systematically violated with impunity”. 

(AL.3liLL-~~.-U!~-atw2nd mmgr.oph) 

But, as he also observes in the same report, 

“maximum caution needs to be exercised lest the defence of human rights 

becomes a platform for encroaching on the essential domestic jurisdiction 

of States and eroding their sovereignty. Nothing would be a surer 

prescription for anarchy than an abuse of this principle”. (Ibid,,.,_p. 10, 

mxU&wx-psrh 1 

I therefore believe that in the promotion and protection of human rights 

the basic aim should be to cooperate in raising a common consciousness in the 
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international cormsunity and to encourage improvements in the observancs and 

protection of these riyhts. rather than to aecusr, to sermonise or to engage 

in politically motivated campaigns. We should not try to remake the world in 

our own image, but together we can make the world a more humane, peaceful and 

equitably pro8perous place for all. 

Indonesia has coneistently endeavoured to adhere to the humanitarian 

precepts and fundamental human rights and freedoms as embodied in its State 

philosophy, the m, its 1945 Constitution, its relevant national laws 

an& regulations, and its age-old culture. Internationally, and a8 a member of 

the Commission on Human Rights, Indonesia will continue to work vigorously to 

l nmure that human rights are promoted and protected on the basis of 

universality, objectivity, indivisibility and non-selectivity. 

Drug abuse and illicit trafficking in narcotics, both symptoms and causes 

of social degeneration, also remain items of major concern on national and 

international agendas. A global solution baned on multilateral cooperation is 

now emerging. However, problems of drug abuse and other criminal activity 

will continue to thrive in an environment of socio-economic neglect and 

stagnation. 

In the long term, it is development that offers the hope of successfully 

addressing social concerns and the opportunity to do so. The idea of 

convening a world summit for social development therefore merits our serious 

consideration: it not only would elevate such important issues to the centre 

of world attention, but would also allow socio-economic questions to be 

addressed comprehensively. 

Efforts at reforming the United Nations have been going on from the very 

first years after its inception, but, more recently, in the new post-cold-war 
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climste, there has been a marked resurgence of intereat among the 

international cormurnity in making the world body more effective and more 

democratic in performing its central functions and in fulfilling the original 

purposes for which it was created. In this connection, many proposals have 

been put forward by eminent experts on the subject as well a8 by various 

non-governmental organirations. Within the United Nations itself, a number of 

reform8 have already been implemented with a view to improving some of its 

structures and procedures. 

It is clenr, however, that more needa to be done if we are to make the 

United Nations the main instrument of global governance in the new era in 

international relations that is emerging. The improved relations between the 

major Powers, as manifested in, &eullp, the new cooperative spirit among 

the permanent members of the Security Council, present ue with a timely 

opportunity to reconstruct the Charter concept of collOCtiVe action for peace 

and security and to fashion it into LI workable and effective aystem of 

collective security. 

Towards this end, the Security Council should be given a broadened 

mandate and an enlarged agenda so as to enable it to deal with non-military 

threats to peace and security as well. In addition, the Security Council, in 

cooperation with the Secretary-General, should develop a capacity for 

preventive, or anticipatory, diplomacy. In this respect, the Council could 

convene periodic meetings at a high political level to survey the worid scene, 

identify potential conflict situations and initiate discussions and measures 

before such situations reach the point of crisis or armed conflict. There is 

also a widespread feeling that there should be closer coordination and 

synchronization of actions between the Council. and the General Assembly on 
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lrsues affecting the fundamental lnterertr of the entire lnternatlonsl 

comnunlty. 

A number of proposals have also been made with regard to the functions of 

the Secretary-General, in particular for a more active role in monitoring and 

in bringing potentially dangerous altuatlons to the attention of the Security 

Council within the framework of Article 99 of the Charter. ?or this purpose. 

it is widely felt that the Secretary-General should be provided with an 

improved capacity for gathering timely, accurate and unbiased information. 

At the same time, the authority and role of the Economic and Social 

Council should continue to be strengthened so aa to enable it to perform the 

function originally envisaged by the Charter, namely, to provide overall 

direction and guidance to Member State8 and the relevant bodies and agencies 

within the United Nations system within the framework of its task of policy 

formulation and coordination in the economic and social fields. 
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It is undeniable, however. that all efforts to enhance the role and 

improve the functioning of the United Nations will come to naught unless 

underpinned by the conmnensurate commitment and support. including financial 

support, of all Member States. The United Nations can only be as effective as 

its Membera will allow it to be and can only succeed if it8 Members are 

cormnitted to make it succeed. I f  Member States continue to use this forum to 

pursue narrowly conceived interests rather than utilise it as a collective 

instrument to solve global problems and achieve shared goals and if *he 

nations of the world continue to be torn by conflict and afflicted by mutual 

mistrust, intolerance and prejudice, then the international bodies they set up 

can hardly be expected to rise above these shortcomings. Viewed from this 

perspective, perhaps the more relevant observation to make about the 

achievements of the United Nations so far is not that it has failed to realize 

so many of its atated objectives but that, despite inherent limitations, it 

has nevertheless accomplished so much. 

It is also in this light that I should like to take this opportunity to 

express Indonesia's profound appreciation and indebtedness to our 

Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for the wisdom, dedication and 

consummate skill with which he has guided the work of the Organization during 

the past decade. In a world of constant turmoil and conflict, he has steered 

the Organization towards becoming the central point for conciliation and 

concordance. In laying the groundwork alid in sustaining efforts towards 

finding peaceful and just solutions to the various conflict situations around 

the globe, much of the credit should go to the United Nations and to the 

Secretary-General. Rather than the alarming erosion evident when the 

Secretary-General first assumed office, we nou witness a robust renewal of 
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faith in the role of the United Nations as the unique, multiXatera1 fremeuork 

for a new, rovitalired international order. The reforms ho ham instituted and 

the many proposals he has made on the restructuring of the role and 

functioning of the United Nationa mystem provide us with a visionary and, at 

the same time, practicable blueprint for the dynamic adaptation of this world 

body to the requisites of a rapidly changing world. It is now for us fully to 

utilise the inherent potential of the Organiration in collectively promoting 

our shared aspirations for a just peace, common security and equitable 

prosperity for all. 

Pt. &AM@iG (Greece) I May I offer my warmest congratulations to 

Ambassador Shihabi on his election to the presidency of the General Assembly. 

His great skills guarantee the positive results expected of this session. In 

addition, we are especially pleased to see the representative of a country 

with which Greece maintains traditional bonds of friendship presiding over the 

General Assembly. 

May I also pay tribute to his predecessor, Mr. Guido de Marco, for the 

effective manner in which he discharged hia functions as President of the 

General Assembly at its forty-fifth session. 

I should also like to join previous speakers in praising tho 

Secretary-General for the tireless efforts he has made in the 10 years he has 

devoted to the service of our Organization. For a decade, during which ?he 

world not only faced great challenges but also underwent historic changes, ha 

has so ably guided the United Nations that today it can perform its duties 

more effectively. 

I should also like to welcome the seven new Members - Estonia, Latvia, 

Lithuania, the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, the 
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Republic of Kores and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea - which have 

joined this world Organiration, bringing it closer to full universality. 

Moreover, I take this opportunity to welcome the restoration to the 

Republics of Katonia, Latvia and Lithuania of their rightful independence and 

sovereignty. I wish them aucce6a in overcoming the dif:iculties they are 

facing today, aa they struggle to reorganits their political and economic 

structures to benefit their people, 

Earlier this week, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands, 

in his capacity as President of the Council of the European Communities, 

delivered a statement on behalf of its member States. My Government fully 

subscribes to the contents of that statement. 

Greece is firmly comnitted to and fully supports the endeavours towards 

European integration. We believe that the economic and political union that 

we are currently negotiating in Europe will enhance progress and prosperity 

not only on the European continent but also in all countriea with which the 

Community engages in trade. The Europe we are envisaging will not only 

constitute the cornerstone of democracy, stability and peace; it will alao be 

in the forefront in the fight against terrorism ard drugs, an area to which my 

country has b&-n attaching utmost importance. 

Since I spoke from this rostrum one year ago, dramatic events have taken 

place and historic changes have occurred in many parts of the world. The 

questions that are foremost in my mind are the following: Is the world today 

a better place than it was one year ago? Have we worked collectively as 

united nations to make the world a better place than it was when w3 last met 

in the General Assembly? And what are the results of the actions we have 

undertaken to that end'r 
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The anewere arm complor. Dovelopmente in the laet 12 month8 have not 

been uniform. Ioverthmleee, I believe it ie safe to ray that more people 

today are in a poeitlon to take charge of their respective countrise end to 

ietprove their liver than wae the cane one year ago. 

The nab eucceee of the laet year ha8 been the coneolidation of the twin 

principloe of dmmtxracy and freedom in placsll rhero they had already triumphed 

the previoue year, and their irresistible expansion where tyranny held sway 

only a for moathe ago. More men and women htive joined the cornnunity of free 

peoplee. Ua welcome them, we pay tribute to their struggle and we honour 

thoee who had to l acrifice their live8 in the battle for freedom, democracy 

and humaa righte. 

We Greeks take special pride in witneseing the floweriny of democracy 

throughout the world, for thie autumn we begin to celebrate the birth of 

democracy 2,500 year8 a90 in Greece. Long before that, mankind had indeed 

learaed that l ocioty could not function without order. But it wae also 

believed that order could not be maintained without despotism. It wae the 

Greeks who discovered that you could have a symbiosis of order and freedom hy 

giving a ehare of political power to every citizen and making everyone equal 

before the law. Allow me, therefore, to cl,-im that no one is more pleased 

than the Greek people that democracy is flourishing now as it never has before. 

In fact, the rave of democratisation created by reform and free elections 

in the countries of Central and Eastern Europe gives us hope that a current of 

reform will spread acroee the world, and that it will do so in a peaceful way. 

In this re9ard, we welcome the restoration of constitutional order in the 

Soviet Union, and we hope that the process towards democracy and a market 
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economy initiated by Prerldoat Oorbachev and onhanaod by the action of the 

democratic forcer in the Soviet Union will gather nor momantwn. 

The iq lrtant efforta undertaken by the Soviet loadorrhip to tramform 

Soviet rocloty mnu8t bo wpported, ospacially by the mart devolopad nstionr. 

Thir arristanco will help the Soviet Union to overcoma the rorioum wononic 

difficulties it i8 facing today, and will lerren racial tonrionr related to 

ito tranrition to a free market economy. 

We note with concern that the internal rituation in the Soviet Union haa 

not yet rtabfliaed enough to allow iartitutionr to function effectively. We 

hope that the Republics will succeed in formulating a new legal framework, on 

a voluntary bani8, to aid the progrsns of political and economic reform. 
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Uo have started building the port-cold-war order. Its srchitocture ir 

rtill being croated. But its foundation and its main pillars are already 

clear : they can bo aono other than the principles of democracy, freedom, 

rempect for human righta and fundnmental freedom8 and the rule of law. 

Social change through peaceful mean8 ir a development arrociatod with the 

and of the cold war and the resulting relaxation cf tensions in the 

international arena. In an interdependent world, the Jiatinction between the 

purely internal affair0 of a nation and such intetnational concerns an peace 

and recurity is becoming increasingly irrelevant. Safeguardiny human rights 

har become an l raential part of international relations. The expression of 

concern about human rights violations can no longer be considered interference 

in the internal affairs of States. This was recently reaffirmed in the 

Declaration on Human Rights adopted by the Council of Europe last June in 

Luxembourg. The transition to democratic forms of government is also becoming 

a concern that is not confined to individual nations or States. 

I wish to pledge the support of the Greek Government to every effort the 

United Rations will be called upon to make for the promotion of democracy and 

human rights throughout the world. All peoples setting out on the path to 

democracy through peaceful means can count on the support of the Greek people 

who have given the world the concept and the very word “democracy”. 

To support the ideals of democracy, the Western world must also 

systematically promote and encouraga economic development. Many speakers have 

already indicated optimum ways in which economic aid and technological 

arrirtabce can be provided by the richer to the poorer countries of the 

world. Let me only stress that goodwill and sympathy are not enough. We 
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mumt, at all comtmr novor allow the old ideological division of Bamt and Uomt 

to be l ubmtitutod by a nor divimion of poverty botroon Worth and louth. 

Indeed, in only nine years, 6 billion poop10 will mharo the Earth with a 

continuing high rate of population growth, increaming l nvironmantal harardm 

and widempread poverty. The mevere l coaomic shockm produced by political 

developmentm of tho lamt two and a half yoarm have serioumly affoctod plobal 

growth. The Gulf crimiw ham taken a heavy economic, mocial and environmental 

toll on the regi(,n. The migrant workers and civilian populations wore 

particularly affected. The interplay between politics, poverty, armed 

conflict and ineffective policies has intensified, posing new challenger to 

humanitarian inmtitutions and to world leaders. A global approach is needed 

to economic, social and environmental problems. 

The groatart challenge of the next decade will thus be to mtreagthen the 

United Nation8 system 80 that it can play a much qreater role in providing 

increased economic opportunities for the developing countries, in improving 

the global environment and human development, and in addressing emergency 

situations such a8 international migration. drugs and AIDS. 

Finally, the inmediate objective should be to restore growth which would 

not irreparably destroy the air, the rivers, the forests, the oceans or any 

other part of nature. The World Conference on Environment and Development, to 

be held next year in Rio, has raised high hopes in all countries that a 

consensus will emerge which will strike a balance between environment and 

development. 

In building the future, we must also pursue disarmament, an area in which 

Europe has provided the first actual proving-ground. We have supported every 

effort to achieve a reduction of conventional armed forces in Europe an& we 
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hope that theme monoworn will conrtitute an enli9hteninq example to other 

continents. My country ham applauded with the rest of the world, the eigning, 

three months e90, of the rtrategic arme reduction Treaty (START) which will 

reduce Soviet and American strategic nuclear arsenale by 30 per cent. 

Finally, Greece is ready to support any measure and effort aimed at 

strengthening the control, reduction and elimination of weapons of mama 

destruction. 

Several times in the past, the Balkans have been torn apart by divisiona 

and differences, creating the term "Balkaniaation". Yet, those convulsions 

have had much wider repercuerionr beyond the geographical boundaries of the 

Balkan@. In the course of the last few months, a new, potentially dangerous 

confrontation threatens to reinstate the turbulent hiatory of the Balkans. 

The crisis in Yugoslavia, partly due to the country's multi-ethnic 

composition, is threatening peace and stability in the region and beyond. 

From the very beginning of the crisis, Greece tried - both through the 

European Community and other venues - to ensure a peaceful outcome of the 

CKi8iS. We hope that the peace conference, convened under the European 

Community's initiative in The Hague, and Lord Carrington's wise guidance, will 

soon result in a permanent solution. Otherwise, the dangers of a spillover 

effect of violence will increase dramatically. 

Greece is obviously ready to accept any solution which the Yugoslav 

parties agree to by peaceful means and through dialogue. In this regard we 

hope that Security Council resolution 713 (1991) will further enhance the 

efforts undertaken by the European Community to put an end to the bloodshed 

and bring about a solution to the Yugoslav crisis by agreed procedures. 
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Orooco lr l rpoclslly plumed that a close nolphbour, Albsnla, lr among 

the countrler whom paoplol have m(LnaQod, la the year olncr the lart Uonersl 

Amrwubly, to braak tho shackler of totalltarlanlrn and ret their country on 

the road to democracy and freedom. 

The dire l cono~~ic conditions in Albania have rent tena of thourandr of 

refugee8 to Greeca, Italy and other countrlor. Uo urge the dwolopod nations 

of the world to coma to the aid of the Albanian people, and vcb urge the 

Albanian Government to mow quickly with detornlnatlon, in order to womote 

economic reforms sapeclally full property rlghtr - 60 that ltr people will 

he able to support themselves in their own country in the near future. We 

naturally fool a special concern for the hundred6 of thousand6 of ethnic 

Greek8 in the country and want to see them recover their full political, 

l conomlc and cultural rights. Ue reek for them the same right8 and privileges 

that the Albanian Government is asking for ethnic Albanians llvlnq outside its 

border8 - no more, no leas. 

A few months ago, when faced in the Gulf with the most acute crisis of 

the poet-cold-war era, the Governments of the world decided to react through 

the United Nations to the aggression against Kuwait. Articles of the United 

Nations Charter, which had been dormant since their inception during the 

cold-war years, started to come to life aa the nations of the world, united in 

their determination to act collectively and resolutely against aggression, 

began to u8e these Articles for the collective restoration of international 

peace and aecuri ty. In an unprecedented unity of purpose, the coalition of 

the international COfmWnity against the aggressor succeeded in reversing the 

occupation of Kuwait. The determination and joint action of the Members of 
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the United Nation8 have thur marLo the beginning of a new paace-keeping role 

for this Organisation. 

Closer to our country, the Hiddls taat continue6 to be the most explosive 

region in the world. How unfortunate that the area that haa nourished some of 

the moat important civillsationr in history and ia the birthplace of three 

major religions, should now sound in the minds of many a8 a synonym for 

violence. The moat important element of the Middle East problem is indeed the 

Arab-Israeli conflict. Two of the most ancient peoples in the world, with 

outstanding contributionr to the conmon heritage of mankind, are pitted 

against each other. My Government, whore position on the issue is well known 

and need not be repeated, earnestly hopes that the day will soon come when the 

prophecy is fulfilled "they shall beat their swords into plowshares" 

(Tha-IiPlvBfBle,lanish;Lrl) * 
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Greece remaina corunittod to a l erioua and fruitful dialogue with Turkey 

with a view to overcomiag the causea of friction which have created dangerous 

tsarion~ in the past. ~hir conwnimat warn rolteratmd at the receat meeting in 

Paris between Prime Uiaiater Hitsotakia and his Turkish counterpart, 

Mr. Yilmar. They agreed to set up working group8 to draft aa agreement on 

friendship, cooperation and good-neighbourliness to be signed in Ankara oa the 

occasion of a future visit by the Greek Prime Winister to the Turkish 

capital. This agreement is designed to create a new climate of confidence 

betweea the two aatioar. Ia this rerpoct Greece wishes to reiterate its own 

cormnitment to the principles of international law and to the peaceful way of 

settling differences, including recourse to the International Court of Justice. 

However, I should add that attempts to improve relations between Greece 

and Turkey will be adversely affected by the problem of Cyprus if this problem 

remains unsolved despite the efforts of the Secretary-General to help bring 

about a just and viable solution in keeping with the relevant resolutions of 

the United Nations and the high-level agreements of 1977 and 1979. 

Cyprua is the only long-standing problem in Europe to remain unresolved. 

All over Europe dividing lines and walls have been swept aside and foreign 

troops withdrawn. But in Cyprus the division of the island imposed by force 

of arms 17 years ago continues. Turkish troops still occupy more than a third 

of that unfortunate country despite the repeated resolutions of this Assembly 

as well as those of the Security Council. 

As a result nearly 200,000 Greek Cypriots are still refugees in their own 

country; looting and destruction of the island’s cul.tural heritage is still 

going ou: the influx of settlers from Turkey continues unabated, if not 

encouraged, by the recent abolition of passports for travel between Turkey and 
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the Turkish Cypriot pseudo-State of northern Cyprus. Some 1,600 missing 

people still remain unaccounted for. This is a completely unacceptable 

situation that must not be allowed to continue. 

A very encouraging development has been the involvement of psrtlem tr,ying 

to support the Secretsry-General's efforts. Last February the President of 

the European Community launched an initiative to promote a solution of the 

Cyprus problem in conformity with IJnited Nations resolutions. That initiative 

was welcomed by Greece and Cyprus, but immediately rejected by Turkey. 

Equally heartening is the United States more active involvement in the 

Cyprus issue which began with President Bush's visits to Greece and Turkey 

last July. His determination on 2 August asking for a United Nations 

sponaored meeting in September if adequate progress was made in the meantime 

nurtured new hopes that the stalemate could be broken. 

All hopes were unfortunately deflated at the recent meeting between the 

Prime Ministers of Greece and Turkey in Paris when all previous positive 

developments were put on hold. Mr. Yilmaz, retracting the Turkish oral 

commitments previously made to United Nations and United States officials, 

denied having granted any concessions 01: the Cyprus issue and attributed the 

responsibility for any "misunderstanding" to inaccurate information provided 

by the representatives of the Secretary-General. 

I mu%t reiterate that the key to any solution of the Cyprus issue lies 

with Ankara. It is imperative that this long-standing problem should at last 

find its proper and just solution. It must include the strict application of 

international law, the protection of human rights and the scrupulous 

implementation of all United Nations resolutions on Cyprus. 
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In concluding, I would like to roaLLirm my country’r co#mnitment to the 

United llationr and to the rpirit of international cooperation and rolidarity 

it crmbodier. In the past two years we Greeks have upgraded our participation 

in the work of the Orgaaixation by becoming troop contributorr to the new 

peace-keeping operationa launched by the United Nationr. We join forcer with 

other nationa of the world and pledge to spare no effort in the quest, for 

world peace and stability. 

It is the earnest hope of all the Greek people that, when we addrem thie 

Aasembly next year, at the climax of our year-long celebration of the birth of 

democracy, there will be unity and communal understanding in Cyprus, peace in 

the Balkans and the Wddle Last, and freedom in those corners of the world 

that remain darkened by despotism. Democracy has taken 25 centuries to spread 

to all corners of the world, but ita total triumph is certain, aa it is the 

best political system ever deqlised by the mind of man, e gift for all seasons 

and all nations. 

M.L&-&!~ (Gabon) (interpretatior from French18 It is both a 

pleasure and an honour for me to speak for the first time from this rostrum of 

the United Nations. I wish to express the congratulations of the Gabonese 

delegation to Hr. Samir Shihabi on his brilliant election to the presidency of 

the forty-sixth session of the General Assembly. 

It is clear that his authority, competence and extensive experience of 

international relations, and in particular of our Organisation, represent 

certain advantages for the complete success of our deliberations. I wish to 

include in these congratulations his predecessor, Mr. Guido De Marco, Deputy 

Prime Minister znd Minister for Foreign Affairs of Malta, on the energy and 

effectiveness with which he exercised his functions and which today earn him 

the recognition of our Organization. 
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I wirh alma to pay a hoartfolt tribute to Mr. Javi*r Per.8 do Cuollsr, 

the Becrotary-General of the United Matioar, for the invaluable work ho has 

carried out at the head of our Organiretioa for the part tbcadm. Ris 

intolligencm and dedication will indeed con8iderably rtrangthan tho 

credibility and pre8tige of the Unite8 Rstion8. 

Lartly, allow mo to welcome the delegations of the Democratic Poople'a 

Republic of Korea, the Republic of Korea, the Federated State8 of Micronesia, 

the Republic of the Herrhall Islands and the Baltic Republics of Lithuania, 

Latvia and K8toaia. The admission of these new Uember6 confirm8 once again 

the universal mission of the United Nations. 

Rert a88urod that the dolegation of Gabon, which I have the honour to 

head, is motivated by a constant desire to enaure that this session will lead 

t0 pO8itiVe re8Ult8. 

We surely all have the imprO83iOn of witne88ing an acceleration of 

hi8tory, for the event8 of recent months have profoundly challenged the major 

balance8 that emerged from the Second World War. Let u8 have no illUsiOn8: 

this is no longer a challenge. These are models which have collapsed and 

collapsed abruptly. 

Let u8 not rejoice in the failure of aome because the threat8 and 

imbalance8 are still evident, not only between the North and the South but 

also in societies that are referred to as developed. 

Dialogue, joint di8cu88ion and solidarity are particularly necessary. 

This is the price for our avoiding the third millennium being an age of 

confrontation. 
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However , the ena of the cola war ana the “policy of blocs” haa ~OOII 

goaorally porcsivea with euphoria as real progross of democracy and freobom in 

the world ana as urhoring in an age of pests and sscurity. Unfortunately, the 

many upheavals which occurred In IIastern turope and the Widdlo East have, 

since then, disappointsa the great hopes resultinq from this evolution. -FI 

all these conflicts, the Gulf conflict, more than any other, ham profoundly 

called those hopes into question. That is why my country welconss the 

restoration of the sovereignty of Kuwait and the sfforts made by the 

international c-unity to that end. 

In this connection, the search for an overall settlement of the problems 

in that region, based on respect for the rights of all, is necessary. This 

does not depend only on the will of the peoples and State8 of the region. It 

must comnit all those who, for various reasons, have an influence on the 

behaviour of the different protagonists so as to bring just and lasting peace 

to prevail in the world. 

We must have a just and lasting peace in the Middle Scst, in the 

settlement of the Israeli-Arab conflict and the question of Palestine, on the 

basis of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) and 338 (1973). Gabon wishes 

to reaffirm its support for these two resolutions and fully endorses the idea 

of holding an international peace conference on the Middle Gast, which should 

lead to negotiations among all the parties concerned. 

Along the same lines, Gabon welcomes the prospects Opened by the 

restoration of security in Lebanon. 

We must also have a just and lasting peace in Africa where this year the 

increase in civil war and internal conflict has led to an increase in problems 

facing the people of our continent. For example, over the past two years the 
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daily lives of innocent individuals in Liberia save been profoundly disrupted 

and many refugees have fled to neighbouring countries. Gabon sincerely hopes 

that peace will be restore&, along with security ana stability in that 

fraternal country. We WelCoant the 8ffOrtS made to that end by the member 

countries of the Bcoaomic Conmnukity of West African States (ECOWAS). 

a8 SaSI8 applies to the SitUatiOn in the Horn of Africa. People in that 

subregion are helplessly suffering from the effects of shortages of rainfall 

and conflicts which have 3et their vorld afire. 

Our concern for peace and security can be seen again in the unreserved 

support which Gabon has extended to all the efforts undertaken to solve the 

problem in Angola. It is appropriate here to reiterate the total support of 

my country for the efforts undertabn oa behalf of national reconciliation 

?dL in this connection, to welcome the signing of the Estoril Agreem8nts on 

1 May 1991 between the Government of Angola an13 UNIXA, under the auspices of 

the Portuguese Governraent. 

The conflict in Western Sahara appears to be 8VOhiBIg in a positive way 

ana the Government of Gabon welckes with satisfaction the adoption by the 

Security Council of resolution 690 (1991) On the referendum. We believe that 

this is a decisive stage on the path to a definitive settlement of the 

conflict. 

while VelCOming tb8 fact that the three main pillars of apartheid ia 

South Africa have been removed, Gabon has not forgotten that the principle of 

'*one man, one vote", do4s not yet prevail in the political life of that 

country. That is why the Gabonese authorities reaffirm their unconditional 

commitment to this universal principle vhich South Africa must respect. 



witi rqard to tbo latmt davolopmeata in that country, Gabon welcomes 

m conclumion of tbo tripartite poaco agroomont and appoalr to the 

eoatrmctiag p8rtie8 to apply tha provillionr 80 that a new democratic and 

multiracial South Uric8 can -0-p. 

A ju8t and la8ting pO8CO is 8100 ImC888ary in &lib, particularly in 

Cslrrbodia md Afghanirtan. With regard to Cambodia, in psrticular, encouraging 

riga of a roturn to peace have emerged in recent mOnth8. In thi8 respect, we 

wlcorw the progre88 achieved at Lb0 Pattaya COnfefOnce in Thailand. The 

proCes8 initiated during that mOmtin t0 find a pOaCefU1 8Olution 8hOuld be 

re8olutoly pur8uecY 80 that, at lart, a global ret~:.lemnt can be reached 

guaranteeing the independence, soveroipnty and territorial integrity of 

Cambodia. 

In Latin wrica, Gabon is extending it8 rupport to the peace process 

initiated under the su8piCeE of the United Bation for the rertoration of 

security and stability in that region. 

We support a just and lasting peace in Europe, because we are very 

concerned about the tensions and Conflicts which are growing in Central and 

Eastern turope and which are endangering international peace anC security. 

Gabon is followin very closely the developments taking place in Yugoslavia, a 

country with which we are Still bound by excellent tie6 of friendship and 

cooperation. That is why I would like to take this opportunity to welcome the 

mediation effort8 of the EurOpean Economic Conmnunity to find a peaceful 

solution to this conflict, because, here as elsewhere, disputes must be solved 

through dialogue. 

Generally speaking, therefore, one could say that the end of the cold war 

and of the "policy of blocs", which I have just mentioned, should favour the 
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restoration of just and lastin poaco throughout the world. Aa the apoctre of 

the confrontation of blocs, which originally gave rise to the accumulation of 

the most murderous weapons of mans destruction, mov(~s into the background, wo 

con envirsge the implemer~.ation of the ,~rogranune of action adoptad by the 

International Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and 

Development. 

Bcyood this regional analysis, a number of problems concero the 

international conmnunity as a whole. Actually, a number of very serious 

problems still threateo the balance of our planet. For erample, just to 

mention a few, there are the problems of drugs, AIDS and of the detoricratioo 

of the environment. 10 the context of the struggle against drugs, my couotry, 

with the support of the United Rations and friendly cvuntrielr, t,r established 

a central otfice to combat drug abuse and a team of toxicologists at 

Libreville, whicir is regional in nature. The same is true of the drive to 

combat AIDS. Gabon, with the assistance of the World Health Organisation and 

the United Nations Development Programno, has prepared a mbdiwtt-term plan. 

However , wa feel that a global spproazh to these problems would enable ua to 

find answers to these p:nblems which threaten the future of mankind. 

With respect to the euvfronrnent, the Un:.ted Rations Conference on 

Environment and Development, which is to be held next June in Prasil, will 

afford an opportunity to show that our Organisation can be effective -hen it 

is mobilired for a lofty cause. But here and DOW, my country, which has one 

of the largest forest reserves in the world, feels that tho solution to 

environmental problems must take duly into account the requirements of 

development in all their aspects, and in particular the regional social and 

economic *Ituation. 
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lncoureging Inc)amrlrom taken in thi8 way to combat therm problems, namely, 

drugs and AlDB, togeth8r with Ch8 protection of the environment and th8 

reduction of regional conflicts, Cannot be dill8OCiat8d from 8ffOrt8 to Combat 

the seriou8 dirparitior which 8till characteri international economic 

relations. To data, the economic and racial rituation of Africa ha8 

deteriorated dramatically, 488pite the many programntbr and roform8 adopted, 

for example, the Lagos Plan of Action for the Development of Africa from 1980 

to the Year 2000, or the United Nations Progranwne of Action for the Economic 

Re8trUCtUrinq and Development of Africa. 

The firrt consequence of this situation is Africa’8 inability to 

implement true investment progranmner which would help to revitalim its 

economic growth and development. Wo need oaly note the ro8ult8 of the recent 

work of the Ad Hoc Conmittee on the Pinal Review an81 Apprairal, which did not 

come up to our expectations. Uoreover, international finarxial institutions 

have advocated the l 8tablishment of 8trUCtUral adjustment proqramnes. 

Unfortunately, there entail social costs which have adverse effect8 for our 

people. The fart that the80 programmes lxd accompanied by social claims 

related to the liberaliaatioi. of African political system,. considerably 

intensifies the difficulties which the Governments of African countries are 

facing. 

The improvement of the economic situation of our continent, therefore, 

must be achieved through the restructuring of international economic 

relations, which takes into account not only the interests of the North, but 

also those of the South, especially the constant decline in the price of 

conknodfties and the burning question jf t-he detst , 
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That African debt, which today stands in oxceee of $270 billion, l hqrld 

be the focus of solutions by groupa of countrlee - l uch I middle-level-income 

011.8 - which have so far not bean the object of any roliof meaeuroe. Wo know 

that the interaational cornnrunity has the necessary resources to do thie. The 

establishment of iaetitutione like the Buropean Bank for Paconstruction and 

Davolopment of Eartarn and Central Buropo ie l loguoat proof of what can be 

accomplishad given determination and political will. Aspects related to 

rescheduling that debt should also be exemined in futur consultations. 

Indeed, the path that lies boforo our countrioe today, the path of 

greater freedom and democracy, can only buttress the concept l rpreeeed in the 

Worlrl Report on Ruman Davelopment recently ieeued by the United UatSone 

Development Prograeene (UUDPJ, which recommended 

‘*a participatory form of development in which the human person would be 

at the heart of the decision-making process.” 

We w:uh to atat. at thie stage that the North, which hae no interest in 

eeeing Afkica marginalired in the new world economic order, must help in its 

development in order to ensure that the process of democratieation under way 

in our countries may continue and become irreversible. 

At the dawn of the next millennium, the challenges of tomorrow’s world, 

like those of today'e, must be met by all of us: they reguire us to coordinate 

our efforts so that we may draw ever closer to the Organieation'e goals. This 

is particularly necessary because new generations will judge us by the way in 

which we have met the major challenges of today and helped to solve those of 

tomorrow. In this connection Gabon sincerely hopes that at this session 

Member States will make a firm commitment to revitalize international 

cooperation and to strengthen dialogue and peace among nations. 
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b d, @L-J- (Soychellw) (interpretation from Preach): The 

Seychelloa rirhor to extend ite coaqrntulstion8 to the Prarident on him 

unanimour election to preride over the General Amrembly at thir rermion. We 

should also like to extend a welcome to the aeven new State6 Member6 of the 

Orqsnisstion. We take this opportunity too to pay a tribute to the 

Secretary-General of the United Elationr, who har played a decirive role in 

strengthening the Organisation throughout this decade, undoubtedly the Anoat 

significant decade of the last part of the century. We congratulate him on 

the timely and judiciour initiatives he has constantly taken to make the 

Organisation so credible and 80 effective. 

Since our last meeting here the wlrld has witnesred a number of events 

that today cawe ~8 to have a considerably altered view of international 

relationr. Notwithatandinq some persiatent hotbeds of tenrion, the new 

factors militate in favour of dialogue rather than tests of strenc,th. We 000 

the emergence of an approach based on the notion of consenbua which relier on 

negotiation. We must now learn to talk to each other, to listen to each 

other in a word, to use a conmon language and to make more use than ever 

before of an effective and generally recoqnized tool of mediation. 

That tool exists today. Over the past months the United Nations has 

proved that it is not only useful but indispensable. Given the backing and 

the means for intervention by all nations, the United Nations has finally 

become the primary institution for management of world law and order. Does 

this now mean that our appeals repeated year after year in thia very Hall have 

been heeded? It is very comforting for a great many countries to know that 

their cause will henceforth be heard and defended with the same degree of 

impartiality and diligence. 



That ia why tbo Smycbellos joinr all other countrlom in rtating and 

attwrtiag to itr ccnfidence in this iartitution and in asking that it be glvwn 

incrwared powers. I bavo in mind particularly the role the Uaitod Wationa 

l bould play in imporing strict control ovwr arma malor of all kiadr. I slro 

bwliwvw that no offort rbould bw spared in supporting the action8 undwrtakwn 

by the Unitwd Rstionr to solve ad provwnt conflicts whorovor they may arisw. 

Similarly, all initiativer designed to promote snd dwfwnd human rigbtr, all 

actiona darigned to ease or systematically eliminate debt and to stronptbwn 

rtructuroa for coopmration and development of all kinds must be rupportwd by 

UI all, both in word snd in dwwd. 

Itlorovwr, tbia determinedly optimistic overall vision of world mrnagwment 

includwr the notion of broad-barwcl consultations in which all voicws will have 

an wgual importancw. 00 tt tbrwahold of thw wmergwncw of a new ordwr, a 

complotw l mbodimwnt of the San ?ranci#co Charter, wo must dofiaw now the roles 

that l acb of ~8 ir called upon to play. ?or it ia obvious that a cwrtein 

dirparity remains betwewn the poles of decision, and in this transitional 

pwriod from onw order to anothwr, ww must join ir, giving thought to producing 

a universally agreed-upon notion of the emerging nww world order. 

Of couraw, all aides have come up with broad principlws. They arw all 

intended to be thw faithfui reflection of the aspirations of peoples, largw 

and small, for a lasting system of international peace, security for mankind 

and stability for States, without which there can be neither peace nor 

development. We must also determine what part each will play in the new 

distribution of responsibilities. 

For many of us the establishment. of this new order means that we must 

abandon, at least for the time being, the strictly economic and political 
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benchmarks advocated by the previour order In favour of more larting critrria 

connected with quality of life and a healthy environment. 

Uo are in comploto agreement on that point. However , a now order on a 

global level ontaila rtructural changeo, often of a basic nature. It also 

callr for a chanqo in thinking, a new kind of human behaviour, solidarity free 

from ethnocmntricity, without, of course, prejudicing national culture8 and 

identities. It requires a great deal of effort, time and reaourcea. Thus, 

my quamtion is: have vo the nece8aary reeourcmm that our ambltionr for 

ranovation roquira? 

The political and rocio-economic changes that must necessarily occur 

cannot be affoctmd ovoraight. They demand that suitable democratic 

institution8 bo set up and made workable, and they tharefore demand time. 

Above all, they demand that countries be totally sovereign. By that, X mean 

that they must have a real choice of political and economic options and that, 

consequently, they must once and for all be freed from the traps of dependency 

in which they have all too often - cftan involuntarily - been caught. 
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lo one orcapem himtory, farhionm, trond8 or even Utopisr, and 8inco 

current thinking ir in the direction of political pluralian, lot u8 dwll on 

that. The gathering power of thin idoa is reflwtod by a vart reform movement 

in relationrhip8 8mong nationr. But 80 far there ir no prodetermined mould in 

which w can harmoni80 all political tondenCie8. 

In the current hi8tOriCal context it i8 Clear that very often countrier 

have to pa88 through form8 of government adapted to the need8 of the moment. 

Everyone agreea, however, in rscogniring that the choice8 and their 

consequence8 can be very different from one Country to another, that it i8 

unrealistic to fail to take account of the implicit and inevitable factor8 

leading to this or that option. In any cale, people dislike seeing their 

Governrwnt8 subject to external pressure of any kind. We therefore suggest 

thst, in tkrrl 08tXLbli8hment Of the nOV 8y8tem Of rOl8tiOnship8 among States, 

account be taken of the need and the right of every State to evolve at its own 

pace and not according to anothsr pace impO88d from the outside. 

That lead8 me to turn to the tendentious practice of tying public 

assistance for development to political demands. If conditional aid can be 

justified by the need to undertake certain structural adjustments, it is not, 

however, honest for the stick-and-carrot method to be used to compel 

Government8 to undertake isunediats change8 with motive8 that are not always 

clear yis-6-vb the well-being of their peoples. 

In this context, while it might be appropriate in 8ome manner or other to 

exert influence on certain political tendencies that are not in keeping with 

the well-being of man or with the process of development overall, it would be 

preferable by far to help Governments invest more of themselves rather than to 

impose arbitrary and radical methods. A case-by-case analysis of the 
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particular constraints inherent in each country and the soarch for solutions 

better adapted to the needs expressed would be a more fitting response towards 

implementation of the strategies that are required. 

The climate of confidence which now seems to prevail among States is 

itself a response to the interdependence and globalisation of the world 

economy. But, although the current trend is linked to the strengthening of 

international cooperation in a spirit of equitable partnership, we see that in 

fact the same relationships of force and inequality prevail. They will 

continue to prevail until the new criteria for devalopment come to be 

respected and applied with the necessary care and judiciousness. 

That is just a matter of common sense] nevertheless we must note that in 

spite of the apparent progress in North-South cooperation efforts, concrete 

exchanges still remain disproportionate. That is why it is essential to 

formulate at once a lasting strategy for international development capable of 

universal application as a matter of urgency. New factors favourable to 

exchanges are discernible today, and it is up to us to take advantage of them. 

East-West tensions are now a thing of the past; and ideological 

antagonisms have been dismantled. There is only one constraining dimension 

left to take into account. This, of course, is the overall in+quality between 

the North and the South, and for the latter the notion of dependence still 

overrides the concept which has been much proclaimed, namely, interdependence. 

True, with the advent of the new expanded North, new prospects for 

partnership have opened up in the field of cooperation. It 1s no doubt here 

that North-South cooperation can be launched and new solutions found to break 

the deadlock in which the third world countries find themselves. 
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Rowever, in this future of “logical partnsrahip” where competition 

dominster, there are rigna that new losers will emerge if we fail to define 

right now the aharing of responsibilities at all levels. Development in which 

everyone participates muat be based on the conviction that economic 

development ahould no longer take place at the expense of the environment. On 

behalf of all countries, such as my own, with scant human resources and 

practically no natural resources, on behalf of all the countries whoae 

economies are extremely vulnerable to external turmoil, we therefore seek a 

general mobiliration to preserve this resource, this invaluable capital which 

is the world ecological heritage. 

In this context., we hope that the Conference on Environment and 

Development, to be held next year, will have the necessary authority to decide 

on the appropriate means of managing this resource. 

We hope that at that time those countries I shall call the “museums of 

the war Id” will be given the necessary means to enable their populations to 

attain social and economic well-being without nature suffering as a 

consequence. The Seychelles calls upon all those who would defend the 

environment to see to it that international cooperation in this new dimension 

of development is strengthaned in a tangible way. 

Within this movement which has broken with the past but which in 

enhancing the value of what has been achieved is preparing for the future, let 

ua pool our efforts. At the dawn of the establishment of a more equitable 

world where greater solidarity reigns, let us have the courage of our 

ambitions so that man and nature can really be at the heart of development. 

May our spesches no longer remain dead letters or be confined to the realm of 

parody, but at last provide the needed impulse for action. 
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St Tha Amrambly ha8 ha8td the lxrt rpoakar in the 

qoacrral dab8to for this motiag. 1 8h81l 00x Cal1 011 tbO8. rOprO8OUt8tiV88 

rho have l rkod to l xorci88 the right of reply. 

M8y I remind mm&err th8t, in 8ccord8ace with Oanera1 A88WBb1y deciuion 

34/401, rtatowntm in l xorciro of the right of reply ara limited to 10 minutom 

for the firrt intorvantion and to five aioutor for the rocond, and rhould be 

mad. by dalegation8 ftot8 their 8Oxt8. 

I cell firrt on the ropro8ontativo of Kuwait. 
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U, AL-8AU& (Kuwait) (interprotstion from Arabic): The attempt by 

the Iraqi regime to jurtify, by allege8 conrpiracier which ailmd at rabota9in9 

rraq’m economy, the aggresrion against and occupation of my country ir sxpoaed 

by the fact that duria9 the 1980s Kuwait pave Iraq economic anmimtance which 

exceeded $15 billion. It does not stand to reaaon that we rhould give ouch 

anwunte to a country whose economy we ware engaqed ia wrecklog. 

Iraqi official0 of all level4 paid continual tributea to Kuwait and it8 

support of their country up to a mere Cow days prior to Iraq’8 agqrerrion. 

When Iraq declared itr irutentisn6 yuzU Kuwait and began urin9 pretext6 to 

justify aqgres%ion, my country proposed that a committee of the League of Arab 

Statea be formed at the highes". level to arbitrate between the two partie and 

to dircuss Iraqi clrrima. In our memorandum ta the L-ague of Arab States in 

July 1990, we refuted the claims of the Iraqi regime and detailed ita acts of 

aggrereion, excesaea, itrr attempta to violatv our bordera, it8 foray8 into 

Kuwaiti territory and its exploitation of oil wells inside that territory. 

I recall all this solely for the sake of history, since the &asembly 10 

clearly aware of the nature of the Iraqi regime and its erpanrioniat ain,a not 

only touards Kuwait but 8160 against the region and perhap the entire world. 

The Assembly ia also aware of the actions taken by Arab leaderm before and 

after the Iraqi aggression against Kuwait, The Aaaembly tried to dissuade 

Iraq from ita continued occupation, but all these attempts ware rebuffed. 

They were followed by simjlar effort8 on the part of the chairmanship of the 

Non-Aligned Movement and international personalities. Iraq flagrantly defied 

international law, which was represented by the resolutions of the Security 

Council. 
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The credibility of tho Iraqi regime ir l lmo8t non-•xilteat. ftm liar 

were l xpoaod to the l ntiro world by its Lalse statesMat@ to the interaat~oaal 

coanunity in the United llstlonr concerning its nuclear, biological snd 

chonical weapon8 in particular. They have alma been expored by itr practicer 

againrt the inspection toema delegated by the Security Council to inspect 

those weaponr. 

The Iraqi claim to have returned all Kuwaiti priroaers of war ir another 

lie. Kuwait ham Jubmittod to the International Comnittae of the Red Crosr 

(ICRC), the Socrotary-General of the United Rations and the Socur!ty Council a 

fully documented list of sll Kuwaiti prisoners of war held in Iraq. We have 

also given the ICRC a list of the prisons where the Iraqi regime is keeping 

those prisoners. 

In spite of all of this, Iraq has never allowed the ICRC to visit those 

prisons. From this Assembly Hall, we challeaqa Xraq to allow unconditionally 

the ICRC to vieit tho Iraqi prisons and detention camps. Aa to the claim that 

Kuwait refuses to take those prisoners back, it is merely another blatant 

lie. Kuwait has demanded the return of all the Kuwsiti prisoners of war whose 

names we have submitted to the XCRC, and not those whom Iraq claims to be 

Kuwaitis. The inspection made by the Kuwaiti authorities proved beyond any 

doubt that the latter have no connection whatsoever to Kuwait. They are not 

even regi8tere.i in our civil records, which have been deposited with the 

United Zations in accordance with the pertinent Security Courxil resolution, 

The proof of this is that Kuwait has welcomed back all who ware living in 

Kuwait prior to 2 August 1990, including those who fall under the category of 

"reunion". 
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Iraq claim0 to adhoro to the ceare-fire agreement while it continuoa to 

hold KUwaiti prisoners of war, violats our borders and fire upon our patrolL. 

Iraq alma claims to adhere to the relevant Security Council resolutions. 

Iraq'8 concept of how to implement Becurity Council resolutions can bo seen in 

the way it io besieging the inspection teama. It hen violated all those 

resolutions, including resolution 670 (1990). 

In conclusion, the Iraqi regime is shedding crocodile tears on the 

tragedy of the Iraqi people. This shocks and pains UI deeply. The Iraqi 

authoritier have uprooted and killed millions of Iraqis in the south and the 

north of that country. We need only recall the painful scenes that were 

witnessed by the entire world on television and through the international 

media last spring. Hundreds of thousands of Iraqi refugees remain huddled on 

the Iranian and Turkish borders. 

&JlA&lQ (Albania) I Today's atatement by His Excellency the 

Pederal Secretary for Foreign Affairs of Yugoslavia, Mr. Budimir Loncar, 

obliges me to take a few moments to express my sincere perplexity at hia 

remark that the head of the Albanian delegation, the Minister for Foreign 

Affairs, Mr. Kapllani, had “poured oil on the flames" in his statement 

yeaterday. 

Unhesitatingly speaking the truth does not mean that one is pouring oil 

on the flames. On the contrary, it means that one is sincerely concerned with 

putting out those flames. Looking into the truth calmly and in an 

unprejudiced manner is the solid ground wherefrom the solution of the Yugoslav 

crisis should proceed. 

At the same time, I should like to remind the General Assembly that in 

the Albanian Foreign Minister's statement there was nothing more than what has 
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bomn pointed out time mnd again by reprerantativmr of the Yu9orlsv ropublicr, 

by the Yu9orlav Prorident, by the Yugo8lav Prima Minirter himrelf and by otiner 

nedor official8 a8 wi! a8 by national Government8 of a good many democratic 

Stator. 

)&. m (Iraq) (interpretation from Arabic)l There la no doubt 

that the roprorentativo of the Kuwaiti regime believe8 that he can get away 

with hi8 liar by hiding behind masters who will support hi8 pO8itiOn. We all 

remember the bi9 lie told by the Kuwaiti regime in claiming that Iraq had 

invaded Bubiyan Island. That wa8 yet another lie adopted by the Kuwaiti 

rogimo to maintain the savage blockade against Xraq and to forge new alliances 

to bring greater foreign presence to and thus perpetuate foreign hegemony in 

the region indefinitely, in addition of course to achieving tbe other 

well-known political objectives. 
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AIB hsa been announced several times by Iraq and has been confirmed by 

Mr. Ahmad Hussein, our Foreign Minister, in his statement a few hours ago 

before this Assembly, Iraq Is comnitted to the impls mtatioa of all Becurity 

Council resolutions. Rorever, we see that attempts are still being made to 

harm Iraq and its kind people and interfere in its internal affairs under the 

guise of internaticnal legitimacy, in spite of the fact that Iraq has 

implemented all the resolutions adopted by the Security Council, This takes 

the shape of problems of one type or another which are created in order to 

maintain the inhuman immoral blockade against the Iraqi people. Within this 

context we see the behaviour of the Kuwaiti regime, including the incident of 

Rubiyan and the claim that Iraq is holding Kuwaiti prisoners of war. 

Representatives heard our Foreign Minister a few hours ago, as I have 

said. He provided facts supported by figures, and I believe there is 

absolutely no need to repeat those facts. The Kuwaiti regime is obstructing 

the release of those prisoners of war because it has to make sure of their 

identity. This is part of the violation of human rights in Kuwait which hcrr, 

been attested to by all international humanitarian organixations, in addition 

to the well-knou? masu graves. 

The PRESIDENT : I now call on the representative of Kuwait, who 

wishes to speak a second time in exercise of the right of reply. This 

intervention is limited to five minutes. 

@& AL-SALLAL (Kuwait) (interpretation from Arabic): I shall be 

very brief. At the outset I should like to state that the representative of 

the Iraqi regime imagines that he is addressing a group of children who do not 

know what is going on in the United Nations corridors or inside the Security 

Council. 
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( ML-AA-4BllAlLmAunaik ) 

There Security Council resolutions were adopted by a majority and in some 

came received the unanimous vote of the 15 members of the Security Council, 

condemning Iraq'n violations of the cease-fire and of Security Council 

resolution8, and these do not need any more comment. I f  one is talking about 

human rights, it is ridiculous and laughable that the person talking about 

human rights ir the representative of Iraq. 

Thaw: I now call on the representative of Iraq, who wishes 

to speak a recond time in exercise of the right of reply. This intervention 

is limited to five minutes. 

Mr. m (Iraq) (interpretation from Arabic): The statement by 

the representative of Kuwait is not only mendacious but ridiculous, because 

the size of the conspiracy againat Iraq and the Arab world especially at this 

stage is enormous indeed and much greater than the claims of the 

representative of that regime which has been a tool of foreigners in the 

perpetration of this crime ;:nd aggression against Iraq in the interests of 

inLe,r national Zion!sm. 

The meafing rose at 7 p.m. 


